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Four Candidates Seek Three
Seats on SP-F Board of Education

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Four candi-
dates are seeking three seats repre-
senting Scotch Plains on the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) in this Tuesday’s school elec-
tion. There are no Fanwood seats up
this year. Seeking reelection are in-
cumbents Debora Brody, Karen
Kulikowski and Tonya Y. Williams,
while newcomer Alfonse G. Akins is
making his first bid for a board seat.
Sean Keagan Foley withdrew his can-
didacy last month.

Ms. Brody moved to Scotch Plains
approximately 28 years ago. She and
her husband, Bob, have four children
ranging from the ages of 22 to 30. The
youngest three children are less than
three years apart.

Ms. Brody earned an undergradu-
ate degree in accounting from Kean
University and subsequently earned
two master degrees in management
systems analysis and, most recently,
accounting, also from Kean. She has
run her own business for the past 18
years as a QuickBooks business con-
sultant.

Currently, she serves on the board
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schol-
arship Foundation.

As soon as her youngest children
went into preschool at The Christo-
pher Academy, she started volunteer-
ing with the school’s Parent Associa-

tion, serving as president for five
years. She later was president of the
Coles Elementary School Parent-
Teacher Association (PTA). As her
children moved through the school
system, she also became president of
each school’s PTA. She was a leader
in the parent community for a total of
10 years, including two years as presi-
dent of the PTA Council.

She also has been a board member
of the Educational Enrichment Foun-
dation of Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
where she additionally served as trea-
surer. She resigned this position upon
joining the BOE.

Ms. Brody said she brings a “unique
perspective as a parent and a volun-
teer who has worked closely with
school administration and as a busi-
ness owner with a financial back-

Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!
Daylight Savings Time Ends

Sunday, November 4, 2 a.m.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY HALLOWEEN...Lines were long on Sunday afternoon as kids of all ages donned their Halloween costumes at the
fourth annual Trunk-or-Treat event in downtown Scotch Plains.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOOK WHAT FLEW INTO TOWN...Some area houses were decorated and
ready for Halloween trick-or-treaters this week like this home in Fanwood.

Polling Place Change
FANWOOD — The polling place

for Fanwood Voting Districts 4 and 5
has been changed from the Terrill
Road Bible Chapel to the La Grande
Park recreation building on Second
Street. On-street parking is avail-
able. The building is handicapped
accessible.

Special Election Edition

Council Candidates Spar On
Downtown Plans Prior to Election

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Control of
the township council will be up for
grabs in next Tuesday’s election, with
six candidates seeking three seats on
the five-member governing body.

Democrats Joshua Losardo,
Roshan White and Elizabeth Stamler
and Republicans Andrew
Bondarowicz, Sonali Dalvi and Jeff
Kowalczyk — all making their first
run for elective office — are seeking
four-year terms to fill seats currently
held by Democrats John Del Sordi,
Jr. and the late Rose Checcio, while
Mr. Bondarowicz, who was named

to the council in July to fill the final
months of an unexpired term, is seek-
ing his own four-year term.

If the Democrats win all three
council seats, the party would con-
trol a governing body that would be
led by Republican mayor Alexander
Smith and Deputy Mayor Ted Spera.
The GOP will retain control if one of
its three candidates emerges victori-
ous next week. The Democrats have
had a majority on the governing body
in five different years — 1999, 2013
and the early months of 2014, 2015
and 2016 — over the past 45 years.

It has been a relatively low-key
campaign, with few disagreements

on most of the issues that have been
raised, but in the final week of the
campaign, the Republicans have ac-
cused the Democrats of not being
sufficiently supportive of the first
phase of the downtown redevelop-
ment plan that the council approved
in late September.

Mayor Smith, in a letter last week,
said that the Democratic candidates,
in a debate on October 18, had used
language such as “we need to slow
this down” and that the township
needs to keep “this town the way it
is” that the mayor said “made clear
their opposition to the Phase I rede-
velopment plan and the enormous
benefits it will bring to Scotch
Plains.” He called the Democrats’
opposition “the same tired arguments
that have been used to derail” down-
town redevelopment for the last 34
years. He also warned that Demo-
cratic opposition could jeopardize
the township’s affordable-housing
settlement that is a cornerstone of
the redevelopment effort.

The Democratic team, in an online
letter last week, admitted they “dif-
fer about how to redevelop down-
town Scotch Plains,” saying they
were “concerned how the council
may respond to developers seeking
to build six or more stories down
Park Avenue.” They also expressed
concerns “that the town has not ad-
equately prepared for an anticipated
jump in population and how that will
affect our schools, emergency ser-
vice budgets and traffic.”

In an era of online shopping and at
a time when neighboring towns are
building their own commercial and
residential spaces, the Democrats
said they were “not convinced that
Scotch Plains can create a sustain-
able downtown,” and asked what
kind of businesses will open in town,
would people shop in those busi-
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Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CANDIDATE NIGHT...On October 18, a debate was held at the municipal
building for the candidates running for three open seats on the Scotch Plains
Council.

Democrats Challenge GOP
Incumbents in Mountainside

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — For the first
time in decades, Republicans face a
challenge for two seats on the bor-
ough council. Four candidates will
appear on the ballot in the Tuesday,
November 6 election: incumbent
Republican Councilman Robert
Messler, newly appointed GOP
Councilwoman Rachel Pater and
Democrats Anjali Mehrotra and
Illeana Montes.

The campaign has been dominated
by the salacious allegations made in
a lawsuit filed in May by five Moun-
tainside police officers and a dis-
patcher. The 48-page lawsuit, Stinner
versus Mountainside, which has re-
ceived nationwide media coverage,
graphically details allegations of in-
appropriate behavior including nu-
dity, racial and homophobic slurs,
and sexual harassment within the
borough’s police department. In ad-
dition, the suit claims that council
members permitted certain members
of the police department to work
side jobs and protected and promoted
several of the worst offenders whose
conduct was captured on cell phone
videos.

Since the lawsuit was filed, Ms.
Mehrotra and Ms. Montes have
joined several other residents at
council meetings who have raised
concerns over alleged favoritism,
nepotism and a perceived lack of
transparency and accountability on
the council. The candidates have
pressed for answers about how
Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli and the
council responded to the allegations
of misconduct, which were first
raised by a plaintiff’s attorney in
January 2017. At that time, the mayor
urged the attorney making the alle-
gations to immediately take the is-
sue to the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office. At the October 10, 2018 can-
didates debate, Ms. Mehrotra de-
scribed the lawsuit as a “dark cloud”
hanging over the community and
argued that “transparency and dif-
ferent voices and opinions” were
needed on the council.

Mr. Messler is a businessman and
resident for more than 24 years who
has served on the council since 2004.
Ms. Pater, a resident since 2011, was
sworn in as councilwoman on Sep-
tember 18. She has a decade of expe-
rience in Washington, D.C., which
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Three Candidates Seek Two
Seats on Fanwood Council
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By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Three candidates
are seeking two open seats on the
borough council in Tuesday’s Gen-
eral Election, including Democrat
incumbents Erin McElroy Barker and
Patricia Walsh and Republican Brian
Walter. Currently, Democrats have a
6-0 majority on the council and also
hold the mayor’s office.

Councilwoman McElroy Barker is
serving her first term on the govern-
ing body. She currently is chairwoman
of the council’s Recreation and Com-
munity Services Committee and has
been putting her efforts into recent
borough events such as the 5K Run
on that was held on October 21 and
the Halloween Parade held this week.
Additionally, she is a member of the
Health and Senior Services Commit-
tee and the Public Works Committee.

According to  Ms. McElroy
Barker’s biography, she is married
with two children and has been a
resident of Fanwood for the last 15
years. Her biography also states that
she has been a social worker for the
last 20-plus years and currently works
for Robert Wood Johnson Medical

Center in New Brunswick specializ-
ing in helping people with chronic
disease.

Ms. Walsh has lived in the borough
for 26 years. According to her biogra-
phy, she has been a teacher in the New
York City school system for 30 years.
She has noted that she raised four
children through the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school system. Her hus-
band, Neil Pierce, serves on the
borough’s recreation commission.

According to Ms. Walsh’s biogra-
phy, she has been involved in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) school
system as a Parent Teacher Associa-
tion (PTA) volunteer and also has
volunteered for the borough’s Earth
Day festivities, the borough’s 5K Run
and the annual tree-lighting ceremony.

Ms. Walsh also is a past member of
the College Club of Fanwood-Scotch
Plains and served on the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foun-
dation.

The third candidate, Mr. Walter,
has lived in Fanwood for more than a
dozen years.

According to his biography, Mr.
Walter graduated from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School in 1997, and
also attended Terrill Middle School
and Coles Elementary School.

Mr. Walter stated that he and his
wife, Rosalina, have two children,
one of who attends McGinn Elemen-
tary School. In his biography, Mr.


