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Hannen, Buontempo Battle for
Open Seat on Township Committee

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Cranford has one
open seat on the township committee
being contested, and three open seats
on the board of education (BOE) that
are uncontested. Currently, the town-
ship committee has a super majority
with Democrats holding four of the
five seats.

Incumbent Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr., a Democrat, is being
opposed by Richard Buontempo, a

Republican, for the three-year seat on
the township committee.

A Cranford candidates night for the
township committee seat was held
last Thursday in the municipal cham-
bers. Michelle Bobrow of the League
of Women Voters was the moderator
for the debate, who posed questions
provided by members of the public.

In opening statements, Mr.
Buontempo said he is a third-genera-
tion Cranford resident, graduating
Cranford High School in 1987. He
lives in Cranford with his wife, Meg,
and raised their four children in the
township. He said he also is a mem-
ber of the flood advisory committee.

Mr. Buontempo said he would, “try
to keep Cranford the way it’s been
since 1974.”

Mr. Hannen, who has served on the
township committee since 2013, and
has served as mayor for 2013, 2017
and 2018, is a graduate of Union
College and Rutgers University with
a degree in political science. He co-
owns a manufacturing plant in Lin-
den, and is a former volunteer
firefighter. He has lived in Cranford
with his wife for 27 years, and their
four children have all graduated from
Cranford schools.

“I have made a positive impact on

Cranford by thinking outside the
box… I’ve enjoyed giving back to the
community…,” Mr. Hannen said.

The first question to the candidates
was about how they see redevelop-
ment in the township, their position
on rezoning 750 Walnut Avenue, and
the use of eminent domain.

Mr. Hannen said as a member of
the planning board and the mayor, he
is tasked with viewing each applica-
tion, “with an open mind, that’s the
law, whether we agree with it or not.”
He said he cannot legally make a
comment on the application.

“On eminent domain, I have been
against eminent domain for economic
purposes,” Mr. Hannen said, but
would be in favor of it when it would
affect public safety such as for flood
control, noting Orchard Brook.

Mr. Buontempo said, “I’m against
750 Walnut.” He said it would put
pressure on safety personnel, traffic
and the schools. “Eminent domain is
a horrible thing,” he said. He said
development should be done on a
small scale.

Mr. Hannen said the township is
required to fulfill its affordable-hous-
ing obligations. “It makes sense to
put affordable housing on the main

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
VIGIL OF SOLIDARITY…Community members cradle candles on the lawn of Temple Emanu-El of Westfield at Sunday
night’s vigil in support of the victims of the mass shooting Saturday at a Pittsburgh synagogue that killed 11. Clergy from the
temple, the First Congregational Church of Westfield, Mayor Shelley Brindle and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick spoke to the
hundreds of people who gathered to voice their concern over the anti-Semitic act.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ADDAMSFEST KICKOFF...Addams Family characters pose for a picture at the
opening ceremonies of Westfield AddamsFest and Family Fun Zone on Saturday
at the Westfield Armory.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
ASPIRING CARTOONISTS...New Yorker Cartoonist Felipe Galindo, known as
Feggo, pictured center, leads a hands-on cartoon activity showing children how to
draw their own cartoon at the Chas Addams Workshop held Sunday at the
Westfield Memorial Library. This family-oriented workshop talked about Chas
Addams from a cartoonist’s point of view and Feggo shared stories and anecdotes
about how Addams influenced him as a cartoonist, as well as other cartoonists, and
why Addams’ peculiar sense of humor made his characters a household name.

Democrats Challenge GOP
Incumbents in Mountainside

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — For the first
time in decades, Republicans face a
challenge for two seats on the borough
council. Four candidates will appear
on the ballot in the Tuesday, Novem-
ber 6 election: incumbent Republican
Councilman Robert Messler, newly
appointed GOP Councilwoman Rachel
Pater and Democrats Anjali Mehrotra
and Illeana Montes.

The campaign has been dominated
by the salacious allegations made in a
lawsuit filed in May by five Mountain-
side police officers and a dispatcher.
The 48-page lawsuit, Stinner versus
Mountainside, which has received
nationwide media coverage, graphi-
cally details allegations of inappropri-
ate behavior including nudity, racial
and homophobic slurs, and sexual ha-
rassment within the borough’s police
department. In addition, the suit claims
that council members permitted cer-
tain members of the police department
to work side jobs and protected and
promoted several of the worst offend-
ers whose conduct was captured on
cell phone videos.

Since the lawsuit was filed, Ms.
Mehrotra and Ms. Montes have joined

several other residents at council meet-
ings who have raised concerns over
alleged favoritism, nepotism and a
perceived lack of transparency and
accountability on the council. The can-
didates have pressed for answers about
how Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli and the
council responded to the allegations
of misconduct, which were first raised
by a plaintiff’s attorney in January
2017. At that time, the mayor urged the
attorney making the allegations to
immediately take the issue to the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office. At the
October 10, 2018 candidates debate,
Ms. Mehrotra described the lawsuit as
a “dark cloud” hanging over the com-
munity and argued that “transparency
and different voices and opinions” were
needed on the council.

Mr. Messler is a businessman and
resident for more than 24 years who
has served on the council since 2004.
Ms. Pater, a resident since 2011, was
sworn in as councilwoman on Sep-
tember 18. She has a decade of expe-
rience in Washington, D.C., which
she believes helps her understand how
to “get things done.”

The candidates have competing
views on issues facing the commu-
nity including the best options for
controlling tax increase, the desir-
ability of entering into shared-service
agreements with neighboring towns,
whether sidewalks ought to be in-
stalled, and the best way to communi-
cate with residents. Mr. Messler and
Ms. Pater have noted that Mountain-
side currently has over 15 shared ser-
vices including participation in the
Joint Insurance Fund (JIF), board of
health services and the First Alert and
mutual aid programs.

Ms. Montes and Ms. Mehrotra said
they believe the borough should in-
vestigate more partnerships with
Union County. The Republican can-
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Special Election Edition

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CRANFORD CANDIDATES...Incumbent Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr., a
Democrat, pictured right, faces off againt Richard Buontempo, a Republican, far
left, in a debate held last Thurday, for the three-year seat on the township
committee. Michelle Bobrow, center, of the League of Women Voters was the
moderator for the debate.

Todisco, Cuccaro Vying
For Garwood Mayoral Seat

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Voters this Tuesday
will decide the race for the next bor-
ough mayor and two council seats.

Democratic Councilwoman Sara
Todisco and Republican Council-
woman Ileen Cuccaro are seeking the
mayoral seat. The winner will succeed
Mayor Charles Lombardo, who was
defeated by Ms. Todisco in the June
Democratic Primary.

Currently, the council has a three-to-
three split between Democrats and
Republicans, with Mayor Lombardo, a
Democrat, holding the tie-breaking vote.

Running alongside Councilwoman
Todisco on the Democratic line are
Sean Benoit and Michael Ince, both
seeking election to the two open seats
on the borough council.

Ms. Todisco has been serving the
residents of Garwood as a council-
woman for the past seven years. A
fourth-generation resident who gradu-

ated from the Garwood public school
system, she is a graduate of Arthur L.
Johnson High School in Clark and
Northeastern University with a
bachelor’s degree in history with mi-
nors in education and business. After
college, she began volunteering for sev-
eral organizations in Garwood, includ-
ing as a softball coach in the Garwood
Baseball League. Following in her
grandfather’s footsteps, she became a
member of the Garwood Lions Club
and currently is its president. She also
is president of the Education Founda-
tion of Garwood. As a councilwoman,
she has served as finance chairwoman
three times and council president twice.

Ms. Cuccaro has resided in Garwood
for nearly 50 years, and is the second of
three generations of Garwood residents
including her parents and four siblings.
She has been a local real estate profes-
sional for 22 years. She is a past two-
time member of the Garwood Planning
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Six Westfield BOE Candidates
Discuss Issues During Forum

By SARAH MCGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Townspeople had
a chance to hear from candidates for
the board of education at a candi-
dates’ forum held last Wednesday,
October 24.

The six candidates standing for
election to the board, which manages
a operating budget of $106 million,
all thought school safety should be a
main priority, full-day kindergarten
was highly desirable and foreign lan-
guages should be taught from first
grade rather than the current third
grade.

The differences were in the sug-
gested implementation, with new can-
didates vowing to bring in the changes

and current board members pointing
out that budgetary constraints meant
that was not as easy as it seemed from
the outside.

Questions illustrating differences
between candidates were in short sup-
ply from the moderator representing
the League of Women Voters, which
was a joint sponsor of the event with
the Parent Teacher Council of
Westfield.

Six questions were submitted in
advance of the event, with the rest of
the questions being handed in at the
forum.

A question about introducing a full-
day kindergarten attracted the most
comments from the candidates.

The background came from cur-

rent school board president, Gretchan
Ohlig, who said: “The board spent a
significant amount of time in the last
two years looking at what it would
mean to have a full-day kindergarten.
We went out to survey the public and
we got pretty much a 50-50 response.
At the time there were significant
changes to the tax law and a lot of
other changes going on, particularly
the revaluation, so we decided not to
go ahead, but it is something I would
very much like to see us doing.”

Another current board member,
Robert Garrison, spoke of the need to
be realistic: “I am for full-day kinder-
garten, but you do realize the limita-
tions when you are on the board. Ten
years ago, Westfield received approxi-
mately 8 to 9 percent of funds from
the state, but currently we’re at about
4 percent.”

Simon Cirasa, whose children are
ages three and five, said: “I feel very
strongly that, if we are going to go
full-bore with full-day kindergarten
or full-day pre-school, it has to be
centered around actual education. For
me, just having a place that’s minding
the children at that age or very rudi-
mentary things like toys you can get
at home isn’t good enough. It should
be in line with our educational excel-
lence.”

Incumbent board member Charles
Ostroff was the only candidate who
struck a slightly different note, say-
ing: “I don’t think anyone disagrees
that it would be good to have full-day
kindergarten in this town, but people
are still moving here and we only
have half-day kindergarten. We still
have some of the top schools without
a half-day kindergarten. I hear people
talking about pressures and stress all
the time. Let kids be kids for a little
while.”

At the other end of the age group, a


