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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ridge High School in Basking
Ridge hosted the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group I and IV Track & Field
Championships on May 25-26 and
Middletown North hosted the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group II and III
Championships. The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raider boys took fourth
in the Group IV team totals with 44
points, while the Westfield Blue
Devil boys placed seventh at 38.
The Lady Blue Devils took sixth
with 37 points and the SPF Raiders
placed 10th at 26. In Group III, the

Cranford Cougar girls took fourth
with 44 points.

With the top-6 in each event ad-
vancing to the Group Championships,
Blue Devil Joe SanGiacomo took first
in the javelin with a toss of 162-2.
Raider Mike Leegan placed fourth at
150-10 and Blue Devil Brendan
Riccardi placed fifth at 149-0. Raid-
ers Kyle Estivene, Jacob Leigh, Jus-
tin Sanders and Dwight Laylor crossed
first in the 4x100 with a personal-
record (PR) time of 42.34.

Aware of the strength of a trio of
North Hunterdon Lions runners, Blue
Devils Spencer Weigand and Matt

Meusel tweaked their strategies in an
effort to get best results in the 1,600.
Weigand took a slight lead on the first
lap then stayed just behind the three
Lions for most of the race until he put
on a kick at the end to place third at
4:24.3, behind Lions Ray Sellero at
4:21.4 and Gavin Richards at 4:23.72.
Meusel crossed fourth with a PR time
of 4:25.45, followed by Raider Bran-
don Garcia at 4:27.42. Blue Devil
Will Loggia finished 11th at 4:36.12
and Raider Scott Kaiser finished 16th
at 4:39.05.

“The strategy more or less was to
try to stay just off the front, try to stay

CRANFORD COURGAR JOSIAH CADET CAPTURES FIRST IN 400 H, TUMBOKON WINS TRIPLE JUMP AT GROUP 3

Raider Boys Fourth, WF Girls 6th at Section 2, Group 4 Track
comfortable but I saw we came
through around 65-66. I was actu-
ally pretty close to 30 flat for the
200. So the 70, second lap, it didn’t
stretch out the field enough for any
safe bet for a kick, so I tried to push
a little bit but save a little bit for the
end. But in the end, I let a little too
much leading,” Weigand explained.

“I will take it. I wasn’t feeling good
the last couple of days, especially this
morning. I woke up, I felt horrible.

The plan originally was that I would
hang with the top two, top three as
long as I could. But I knew that wasn’t
going to work with how I was feeling.
It kind of just got into a certain kick in
for me. Luckily the front pack kind of
carried me through the last three, so I
had a bit of a gap with the two guys
behind me because they were running
with me with 300 to go. So I will take
it. It might be a seasonal PR for both
of us,” Meusel said.

Weigand placed second in the 800
with a time of 1:55.21. Weigand, James
McCutcheon, Cooper Brennan and
Meusel finished fourth in the 4x800 at
8:07.18. Laylor and Leigh placed 3-4
in the 100 with respective times of
11.11 and 11.12 and Estivene finished
15th at 11.42. Leigh took fifth in the
200 at 22.61, while Laylor finished
seventh at 22.73. Estivene finished
fourth in the 110 hurdles at 14.82.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

BOND NETS 4 GOALS, ASSIST; SHIELDS 3 GOALS, ASSIST

Blue Devils Stun BrH2O, 10-4,
For 1st Girls Lax Section Title

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Natalie Bond scored four
goals and added one assist to lead the
Westfield High School girls lacrosse
team past top-seeded Bridgewater-
Raritan, 10-4, in the NJSIAA North 2,
Group IV Tournament Championship
match played on May 24 at Basilone
Field in Bridgewater. The champion-
ship was the first in school history for
the girls lacrosse team and came
against the team, which had knocked
them out in the sectional semis last
year. The victory set Westfield up for
a Group IV state semifinal match
against top-ranked Ridgewood on
May 29 at Warren Hills.

“We didn’t care what they did last
year,” said Bond, who will play at
Stanford next year. “We wanted to
come out today and give them a game.
No one expected anything from us
and beating the TOC [Tournament of
Champions] winner makes it even
better.”

Westfield (11-7), seeded third, came
out and dominated from the start of

the game. The Blue Devils controlled
possession early, a theme that would
continue throughout the contest, and
got off four shots on goal during their
initial possession before Bond found
the back of the net for a 1-0 lead.

“It was important to come out early
and hang with them,” said Westfield
Head Coach Abby Cohn. “Last year
they got on us fast and beat us by 10
goals. We have tended to think that
every time we play a team like this,
that they are going to get up on us
early and it is going to be over but
today we got on top early and played
from the lead.”

Bridgewater-Raritan (16-5), which
easily defeated Hunterdon Central to
earn a return to the sectional champi-
onship game, paid a heavy price in
that victory. The Panthers lost top
goal scorer Tai Jankowski to a knee
injury during that game and they were
clearly impacted on offense. It was a
tribute to the home team’s determina-
tion that they managed to trade goals
with the Blue Devils and stood tied at
3-3 10 minutes into the game. But

Westfield took over from there going
on a 4-0 run to close out the first half
with a 7-3 lead.

“I know Tai and she is a very good
player with a lot of great skills,” said
Cohn. “Anytime your team loses a
player of that quality it is going to
impact your performance. But I really
believe that with the way our girls
were playing defense today that we
would have pulled it out no matter
who was on the field against us.”

Westfield had its own lengthy list
of injuries to deal with heading into
the game. Ashley Gigon, Paige
Dumont and Sydney Paoletti were all
senior contributors lost at various
stages of the season due to ACL inju-
ries. In those cases, Cohn and her
Blue Devil players had opportunities
to adjust as the schedule progressed.
Of greater concern heading into this
sectional championship was the in-
jury that had kept starting goalkeeper
Carlee Swanson sidelined for the past
six games.

Against the Panthers, the task of

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEGINNING THE FIRST LAP OF THE 1,600...Blue Devils Katie Hamilton, No. 10, Emma Jackler, No. 8, and Mia Melao,
No. 6, begin the first lap of the 1,600 at the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Championship at Ridge High School.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING CLOSE TO THE FRONT RUNNERS...Blue Devil Matt Meusel, left, Raider Brandon Garcia, No. 8, and Blue
Devil Spencer Weigand, between two North Hunterdon runners, keep in a tight pack in the 1,600.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CELEBRATING THEIR FIRST SECTIONAL TITLE...The Lady Blue Devils celebrate after defeating the top-seeded
Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers, 10-4, in Bridgewater for their first North Jersey, Group 4 lacrosse championship.
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