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Mountainside Library Posts
Programming For June

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has
revealed multiple programs sched-
uled for June. Additional activities
happening this month will be an-
nounced.

Tuesday Night Movies will include
The Shape of Water (2017, R) on
June 5; Marshall (2017, PG-13) on
June 12; Lady Bird (2017, R) on
June 19, and Daddy’s Home (2017,
PG-13) on June 26. All films will
begin at 6:30 p.m.

Brown Bag Academy: The Great
Courses will continue with “How to
Listen To and Understand Great Mu-
sic” on Mondays in June at 1:15 p.m.
Professor Robert Greenberg, Music
Historian-in-Residence at the San
Francisco Performances, is the lec-
turer. Participants are invited to bring
their lunch; coffee, tea and cookies
will be served.

“Come Read to Kalee” will be fea-
tured Friday, June 1, at 3:30 p.m.
Youngsters are invited to come cuddle
up with and read to therapy dog Kalee
for five to 10 minutes. This program
is especially designed for emergent
and beginning readers in kindergar-
ten and first grade, who are asked to
bring two favorite books to read when

they come. Spots must be reserved
for this activity, which is Kalee’s last
scheduled appearance.

“Financial Wellness 101 Work-
shop” will be offered on Saturday,
June 2, at 10:30 a.m. Matt Wegryn, a
local financial services representa-
tive, will discuss ways of providing
families and individuals with finan-
cial solutions, guidance and tools to
meet their needs across all life stages,
from paying for college to retirement.
This workshop will be informational
in nature; no specific product recom-
mendations will be made.

“Science Tellers Present: The Mys-
tery of the Golden Piano” will be
presented on Tuesday, June 5, at
3:45 p.m. Throughout this wild ad-
venture story, volunteers from the
audience will help explore the fasci-
nating science behind chemical re-
actions, acids and bases, combus-
tion, air pressure, inertia and more.
This 45-minute program is designed
for children in kindergarten to fifth
grade, but can be enjoyed by the
entire family. Interested persons are
asked to call the library to register as
space is limited.

“Aging Service Kiosk” is sched-
uled for Friday, June 8, at 12:30 p.m.
Donna Farrell of the Union County
Department of Human Services Di-
vision on Aging and Disability Re-
source Connection will provide in-
formation about home-delivered
meals, respite care, home care, adult
day care, support services for
caregivers and more.

To register for library programs,
stop into the library or call (908) 233-
0115. The Mountainside Public Li-
brary is located at 1 Constitution Plaza.

Brunch Buffet to Benefit
Cranford Water Garden

CRANFORD — A waterfall,
flowing pond and aquatic plants
will beautify the Cranford Com-
munity Center atrium and provide
a bubbling, relaxing sound for ev-
eryone to enjoy. Construction will
start this spring. The water feature
will be located on the left side of
the atrium near the fireplace and
will restore the current dormant
water garden built in 2009.

Cranford’s three garden clubs,
the Floraphile Garden Club, the
Garden Club of Cranford and the
Green Thumb Garden Club of
Cranford, under the direction of
Chairperson Deb Murphy, had ap-
plied to the National Garden Clubs
(NGC) for funds for the project,
and received a “Plant America”
grant to get started, the only NGC
grant awarded to garden clubs in
New Jersey. The three clubs have
been collaborating with Cranford
Recreation Director Steve
Robertazzi since February to de-
sign the new water garden.

The pond will be constructed by
Robert Bellek of Lily Pad Ponds, an
award-winning, creative aquatic de-
signer and frequent speaker at Rutgers
University’s horticultural programs,
and will include trickling water, a
pond with water lilies, lighting, as-
sorted woodland plants and stone.

The local community can help
support this project by attending a
gourmet brunch buffet at the Pair-
ings Palate and Plate restaurant,
located at 10 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. It will take place on Sun-
day, June 10, from 11:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Attendees are invited to
bring their own prosecco/wine.

Tickets are $55 per person. They
may be obtained by contacting Sue
Matlosz at
CRANFORDWATERGARDEN@gmail.com
or they may be purchased at the front
desk at the Cranford Public Library,
located at 224 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. Seating is limited, so inter-
ested persons are encouraged to re-
serve their tickets as soon as possible.

– Obituaries –

For nearly sixty-two years, Donn A. Snyder was accompanied on his journey by
his loving wife, Mary Margaret Mooney Snyder, who preceded him to heaven in
2013. Their shared faith, devotion and love have been an inspiration to those whose
lives they touched along the way.

WATER GARDEN ON THE WAY...Members of the Floraphile Garden Club,
the Garden Club of Cranford and the Green Thumb Garden Club of Cranford,
along with township employees, prepare the Cranford Community Center atrium
for the new water garden installation.

Caring Contact to Provide
Suicide Intervention Training
WESTFIELD — Caring Contact, a

crisis hotline that serves Northern and
Central New Jersey, will offer Applied
Suicide Intervention Skills Training
(ASIST) in Mountainside on Saturday
and Sunday, June 2 and 3.

ASIST is an internationally-ac-
claimed, two-day interactive training
program in suicide first aid designed
to provide trainees with the hands-on
skills to intervene in the case of some-
one in a suicidal situation. ASIST
training is ideal for people with a
variety of backgrounds, including first
responders, teachers, school admin-
istrators, social workers, counselors,
clergy, business managers and par-
ents. Applied Suicide Intervention
Skills Training is the most widely-
used suicide-prevention training pro-
gram in the world, according to Car-
ing Contact.

The 16-hour course is being of-
fered in two eight-hour sessions, from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on both Satur-
day and Sunday. It will take place at
Imagine, A Center for Coping with

Loss, located at 244 Sheffield Street,
Mountainside.

Caring Contact is offering the train-
ing for $200 for the two-day pro-
gram, and limited scholarships are
available for young adult participants.
Breakfast and lunch will be served.
To learn more or to register, visit
caringcontact.org/training-registra-
tion/ or call (908) 301-1899.

Caring Contact is an award-win-
ning, volunteer-staffed caring and
crisis hotline providing active listen-
ing support and best-in-class educa-
tion to the Central and Northern New
Jersey community. It serves those in
emotional distress and educates com-
munities about the power of personal
connection. More than 100 trained
volunteer listeners answered over
10,000 calls last year from people in
crisis, having suicidal thoughts or sim-
ply feeling depressed and lonely.

Caring Contact is affiliated with
CONTACT USA, the National Sui-
cide Prevention Lifeline and the
American Association of Suicidol-
ogy. Anyone in crisis and in need of
someone to listen is urged to call
Caring Contact at (908) 232-2880.To
learn more, visit caringcontact.org. Lavy House to Offer

Senior Safety Talk
WESTFIELD — “Safety Tips for

Seniors” will be the featured pro-
gram for senior citizens on Tues-
day, June 5, at 11:30 a.m., at the
Senior Resource Center at the Lavy
House. The center offers regular
programming for seniors and their
families.

Officer Mike Riccio of the Union
County Sheriff’s Office will be the
presenter. He will address general
safety; apartment dwelling (living
alone) safely, including tips in case
of a fire; personal safety measures,
as well as safety measures that need
to be taken. Officer Riccio also will
answer any questions that the audi-
ence may have and touch on scam
prevention advice.

A light lunch will be served and
kosher dietary laws observed. The
Senior Resource Center at the Lavy
House is located at 748 East Broad
Street, Westfield.

Registration is recommended if
planning to attend this program. For
more information, interested persons
may contact info@jfscentralnj.org
or call (908) 352-8375.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 21st day of
May, the Zoning Board of the Township of
Cranford, in the County of Union took the
following actions:

1 . Application ZBA-18-004: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization approving
applicant‘s request for relief for a rear yard
setback. Requirement is 30 feet for a rear
yard setback where 27 feet exists on Block
252 Lot 10, as designated on the Town-
ship Tax Map, also known as 27 Windsor
Place, in the R-3 Zone.

2 . Application ZBA 18-005: Adopted a
Resolution of Memorialization approving
applicant’s request for relief for a rear yard
setback. Requirement is 30 feet for a rear
yard setback where 18 feet 4 feet is pro-
posed on Block 114 Lot 5, as designated
on the Township Tax Map, also known as
7 Shawnee Road, in the R-2 Zone.

3. Adjourned until June 11,, 2018 –
Application ZBA-18-006: Applicant:
Eastman Properties, LLC, 106 Eastman
Street, Block: 187, Lot: 2, Zone D-B. Appli-
cant is requesting a C(2) variance and a
D(3) or D(5) variance for residential den-
sity. Applicant is seeking to construct a 3-
story building containing first floor com-
mercial space and four (4) apartments on
the two upper floors.

Jeffrey Pistol
Board Secretary

1 T - 5/31/18, the Leader Fee: $31.62

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

NEW JERSEY
PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on May 23, 2018 the
Garwood Planning Board memorialized
the following resolution of their February
21, 2018 decision:

Case PB17-06: Applicant: South Ave
Urban Renewal, LLC. 400, 450-490 South
Avenue and 50 and 70 Center Street, (B
401, Lots 1, 2, 4, 5) within the South Av-
enue Transit Oriented Redevelopment
Area.

Granting Preliminary and Final Site Plan
Approval together with a subdivision for lot
consolidation for a project which proposes
to demolish the vacant former industrial
buildings, remediate and redevelop the
subject property with approximately
396,000 Gross Square Feet mixed use
building. The proposed building will in-
clude 298 apartment units, 19,366 Square
Feet of Retail space, on-site Leasing Of-
fice, on-site amenities for residents includ-
ing fitness facility and pool, a parking deck
that will be wrapped by the building on
three sides, and an open plaza.

The resolution is on file and available for
inspection in the office of the Planning
Board located in the Municipal Building
located at 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey.

Adele C. Lewis
Board Secretary

1 T - 5/31/18, The Leader Fee: $30.09

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

INSURANCE FUND COMMISSION

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

AN AUDITOR POSITION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that pur-
suant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, 20.5 et seq.
the Union County Insurance Fund Com-
mission shall pursue a “Fair and Open
Process” in awarding a contract for posi-
tion set forth more fully below, and hereby
solicit proposals in the form of resumes
and letter applications for the below stated
positions of the Union County Insurance
Fund Commission, which shall be submit-
ted to:

Union County
 Insurance Fund Commission

c/o PERMA Risk Management Services
9 Campus Drive, Suite 216

*Contains UCIFC/RFP Response*

All responses shall be submitted in a
sealed envelope to the Insurance Com-
mission to be received no later than June
26, 2018 at 2:00 pm. Copies of the criteria
for the various positions may be obtained
by contacting Cathy Dodd at
cdodd@connerstrong.com or at 973-659-
6410.  Professional services for the follow-
ing position are hereby requested:

Auditor
1 T - 5/31/18, The Leader Fee: $28.56
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Nerijus ‘Ned’ Jarmas, 69, Family Man;
Military Veteran, Scientist, Executive
Nerijus “Ned” Jarmas, age 69, a

resident of Wilton, Conn., formerly
of Westfield, N.J., died
peacefully in his home
on Thursday, May 17,
2018. Born in Greven,
Germany, July 2, 1948,
after his family fled
Lithuania, he was the son
of the late Alfonsas and
Vanda Jarmas.

He is survived by his
siblings, Tom, Al, Ed-
ward and Audrone
Kirschner; his two be-
loved daughters, Krista
Aslanian and her husband, Matthew,
of Westfield, N.J., and Katherine
Anderson and her husband, Kyle, of
Summit, N.J.; his three adored grand-
children, Corbin, Paige and Ella
Aslanian, and soon-to-be grand-
daughter, baby girl Anderson.

Ned was a Major in the Special
Forces, a Captain in the Green Be-
rets, a scientist, and an executive at
an international food research com-
pany. A collector of sea glass and
heart-shaped rocks, chopper of fire-

wood, tinkerer of many things. He
spoke five languages. Played the

piano at Carnegie Hall.
He believed he could fix
or build anything. He
was a scavenger with his
metal detector, a wood-
turner, and a lover of
instant coffee and
Entenmann’s chocolate
donuts.

Throughout his full
life, his most cherished
role was father and
grandfather, or “Packy,”
as his grandchildren

called him.
Please join us in celebrating his life

Saturday, June 2, 2018, from 2 to 4
p.m., at the Dooley Colonial Funeral
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield, N.J., with a short remem-
brance service to be held at 3:30 p.m.,
and concluding with a special mili-
tary sendoff.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to the Wounded
Warriors Foundation in Ned’s name.

May 31, 2018

Joseph A. Sharkey, Beloved
Son, Brother and Uncle

Reflecting On and Preserving
Our Town’s Historic Homes

By ROBERT WENDEL

As Westfield’s town historian and
since we are approaching our 300-
year anniversary in 2020, I think this
presents a good time to reflect on the
town’s history, focusing on how it has
changed during these past three centu-
ries. Formed as the West Fields of
Elizabethtown in 1720, this farming
community has undergone significant
transformation from inception to a
thriving, bustling center of 21st-cen-
tury suburban activity. Despite con-
stantly changing physical appearances,
with a more developed downtown cen-
ter and ongoing rejuvenation and mod-
ernization of neighborhoods, there has
always been an essential appreciation
for Westfield history which residents
have supported and passed down from
one generation to the next.

A quite visible example of this his-
tory, but likely unknown to many, is a
lovely Pre-Revolutionary War home
at the north end of East Broad Street
owned by a gentleman who fell in
love with its history and happily raised
his family there for many years. Un-
fortunately, while currently struggling
against the ravages of time, this home,
like many others of this bygone era,
could be brilliantly restored to its
former glory and thus become the
family home for a new generation.
However, the family now faces the
economic realities of a competitive
real estate market and a community
that may, perhaps, be losing its his-
toric sensibilities. Present “worth”
doesn’t necessarily value the historic,
unvarnished nature of one of
Westfield’s original homesteads, es-
tablished in 1758.

Westfield’s introspective culture
has been exemplified by a healthy
respect for the past through celebra-
tion of its history and a focus on the
Main Street America atmosphere,
while managing the delicate balance
between economic development and
reverence for the past. Westfield’s
leadership and its active citizens have

succeeded in the past in aligning these
competing interests despite the eco-
nomic pressures of today’s world.
However, in recent years, there ap-
pears to be increased pressure and
divergence from its 300-year-old core
principles. For example, when our
family first moved into town in 1991,
there were more than 20 Pre-Revolu-
tionary homes that were inhabited
and lovingly cared for by Westfield
residents. Unfortunately, today we
find our community with only a lim-
ited number left. The richness of ar-
chitecture of these Revolutionary War
era homes developed over the next
150 years, and transitioned into the
whimsy of the Victorian age with
Queen Anne turrets and decoratively
painted clapboarding. We are begin-
ning to lose the Victorian homes to
“progress” as well.

Every old house cannot be saved
nor should be saved. However, a sig-
nificant part of the fabric of this com-
munity has always been a healthy
respect for our historic past. The char-
acter which historic legacy provides
becomes the launch pad for our town’s
future development. Historic homes
give color and vibrancy to our town’s
“cultural and historic home quilt” that
we may pass to the next generation.
The “sense of place” that drew so
many of us to Westfield will fade with
time if we do not purchase, protect
and restore our historic homes in this
community. It may not make eco-
nomic sense in all cases, but I appeal
to the present generation and citizens
of Westfield to help save the remain-
ing historic homes in this special com-
munity so we may point to these struc-
tures as the last vestiges of our
country’s historic struggles against
autocracy. As we march into our tech-
nologically vibrant future, our his-
toric architecture will serve as a re-
minder of a more simple form with
balance and a pureness of materials
that we can take with us for years to
come.

Joseph A. Sharkey passed away
peacefully at home on Friday, May
25, 2018.

Born in New York City on July 26,
1967, Joe moved with his family to
Mountainside, N.J., at the age of four.
Throughout his childhood, Joe was a
familiar sight around town, particu-
larly at the community pool during
the summer months. He graduated
from the Marie H. Katzenbach School
for the Deaf in 1988.

With a smile that would light up a
room, Joe was a bright presence and
a dear friend to many. He embraced
life fearlessly, armed with a keen sense
of humor and generous compassion.
Joe cherished his large extended fam-

ily, and especially treasured his role
as uncle to his niece and nephew.

Joe is survived by his sister and
brother-in-law, Francesca and Paul
Moum, his nephew, Brian, and niece,
Kelsey, of Westfield, N.J. He was
preceded in death by his devoted par-
ents, Edward and Tina Sharkey.

Visitation will be at Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home, 582
Springfield Avenue, Westfield, on Fri-
day, June 1, from 4 to 8 p.m. A private
service will follow at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to Everas Com-
munity Services (everas.org) or
SarahCare (sarahcarenj.com).
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Westfield Area Y to Host
Achievers 20th Year Gala

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA, in collaboration with the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA and
Plainfield Area YMCA, will host the
Achievers 20th Anniversary Gala on
Friday, June 15, from 6 to 11 p.m. This
event will take place in The Embassy
Suites Grand Ballroom, located at 250
Connell Drive, Berkeley Heights.

The evening will include a cock-
tail hour with live musical perfor-
mances by students, plus dinner,
dancing, an art auction and tricky
tray. The tricky tray will feature more
than 40 items including offerings
from Lord & Taylor, New York Jets,
Plainfield Symphony, Disney, and
New York Broadway Tours. During
the Gala, 2018 Achiever high-school
graduates and Alumni Achievers
Connell Company scholarship re-
cipients will be recognized with cer-
tificates distributed by the Union
County Freeholders. The Most Dedi-
cated Mentors will be honored and
the new Achievers Steering Com-
mittee will be inducted.

This year’s milestone event fea-
tures a variety of speakers and artists.

Keynote speaker Tia Norfleet is the
world’s first female African-Ameri-
can NASCAR driver and the first to be
licensed by both NASCAR and ARCA
(Automobile Racing Club of America).

Gala Guest Artist John Stanisci is
a Marvel/DC Comics illustrator who
will auction his work to benefit the
Achievers program.

Mentoring Speaker Stephen
Powell is the Chief Program Officer
of the National CARES Mentoring
Movement and leads its program ex-

pansion, partnership development,
training and technical assistance ef-
forts across the country.

Leadership Speaker Luke Wright’s
background includes 22 years of mili-
tary service in the Marine Corps and
serving as a department head in the
Baltimore County school system. He
is dedicated to empowering and de-
veloping youth to become the lead-
ers of tomorrow.

Proceeds of the 20th Anniversary
Gala will benefit the Achievers Pro-
gram. To attend or support this event,
visit westfieldynj.org/get-involved/
events or the Main Y Facility Wel-
come Center at 220 Clark Street,
Westfield.

Ad Journal or vendor table sub-
missions are due by Friday, June 1.
Individual or table tickets must be
purchased by Friday, June 8.

The Westfield Area YMCA
Achievers seeks to raise the aca-
demic standards of young people,
expose students to diverse career
options and inspire them to reach
their goals. Achievers also partici-
pate in community service activi-
ties, celebrate their history, culture
and traditions, and receive college-
prep tutoring and essay assistance.
This program is available at little or
no cost to participants.

For inquiries about the Gala or how
to otherwise support the Achievers
program, contact Janice A. Carthens at
(908) 301-YMCA (9622), extension
no. 227, or jcarthens@westfieldynj.org
or Nadya Lawrence at (908) 301-
YMCA (9622), extension no. 280, or
nlawrence@westfieldynj.org.

RIVER ADVENTURE...Boy Scout Troop No. 73 of Westfield canoed Atsion Lake
and Batso River in Wharton State Forest in the Pine Barrens of southern New
Jersey the weekend of May 18 to 20. Twenty-four Scouts and 13 Adult Scouters
took in the pristine natural environment of the rivers. The weekend included canoe
training for the Scouts. They camped at Bodine Field, where they enjoyed an
evening campfire, performed a skit, held a sing-along and retired worn American
flags. Anyone interested in joining Troop No. 73 may contact Scoutmaster Seamus
Cunningham at seamusandmichele@gmail.com.

Nerijus ‘Ned’ Jarmas


