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Lance Gives Views on
N. Korea, Mueller Probe

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Congressman
Leonard Lance (R-7th, Westfield)
discussed a range of issues, from the
cancelled North Korea summit to
the Rahway River flood control
project, during an interview Friday
at The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

The five-term Congressman said
of the cancelled talks between Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Kim Jong-
un that, “I think we have to be cau-
tious with the North Korea dictator.
I don’t think this is the end of nego-
tiations, and I hope those negotia-
tions continue; certainly the United
States should negotiate from a posi-
tion of strength.”

He said the Chinese government
needs to be involved in “tamping
down the aggressiveness of its
younger, much less responsible sib-
ling.”

“North Korea is a very isolated
society and so we have to be careful
in negotiating with them,” Mr. Lance
said. He said he believes Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo, who he served
with on the House Energy and Com-
merce Committee, will negotiate
from a position of strength. He said
three previous Presidents “have tried
and have not been successful” in
negotiating with North Korea.

“I am sure this President wants
this to be a crowning achievement of
his administration,” Mr. Lance said.

Mr. Lance also served in the House
with Vice-President Mike Pence
when he was a member of Congress
from 2009 to 2012, when Mr. Pence
was elected governor of Indiana.

The Congressman said on the turn-
over in the Trump Administration
that he would “like to see greater
stability in the White House. Only
time will tell if that will occur.” He
said he has confidence in Mr. Pompeo
as well as Secretary of Defense James
Mattis and U.S. Ambassador to the
United Nations Nikki Haley.

When asked about the ongoing
investigation by Special Counsel
Robert Mueller, Mr. Lance said he
was the “first Republican member of
Congress to call for (Attorney Gen-
eral) Jeff Sessions to recuse himself
“in the appointment of a special coun-
sel. Mr. Sessions agreed, at which
time Deputy Attorney General Rod
Rosenstein appointed Mr. Mueller.

“I support the Mueller investiga-
tion. I hope it can conclude in a
timely fashion,” he said. “Let the
evidence lead to the facts. Of course
the special counsel has already indi-
cated that the President is not a tar-
get.” He said he also hopes President
Trump will testify before Mr.
Mueller.

He said that “impeachment is a
serious matter.”

“I think the Democrats would be
foolish to run on the issue of im-
peachment,” Mr. Lance said.

Mr. Lance has done 47 town halls
in his tenure, dating back to 2009.
He also is a member of the House
Energy and Commerce Committee
and the House Ethics Committee.
Mr. Lance is a member of the Prob-
lem Solvers Caucus, which includes
50 members equally divided between

Democrats and Republicans, as is
the House Ethics Committee.

On the Rahway River Watershed
Project, he said, “we want to make
sure the funding continues,” noting
the issues are bipartisan in nature.

The Congressman said he opposes
tariffs, noting that the congressional
district “is a free trade district” and
that New Jersey is an export state.

He said he did not vote for the
Iranian agreement in the House dur-
ing the Obama Administration, not-
ing that the House of Representa-
tives voted the agreement down. “The
only reason it went into existence is
that the Senate didn’t vote on it.
There was a filibuster. If the Senate
had voted on it, it would have been
defeated in the Senate as well and it
would not have gone into effect,” he
said. He said he was concerned that
the agreement allowed $100 billion
of frozen Iranian assets to be unfro-
zen and given back to Iran.

“And some of those funds were
used for terrorism,” Mr. Lance said.

The Congressman said his office
has closed 5,000 pieces of casework.
He also noted that he has returned
around $1 million in allowance funds
through his first nine years in office.

On the issue of deducting state
and local taxes on federal tax re-
turns, Mr. Lance said he is hopeful
that the Internal Revenue Service
will permit the full deduction for
2018 property taxes that were paid
in 2017 prior to a change in limiting
the deduction for state and local taxes
to $10,000. Mr. Lance said he did
not vote in favor of the tax bill signed
by President Trump because he op-
posed the $10,000 cap. He said he
wanted the full amount to be al-
lowed, noting it has been in the fed-
eral tax code since the modern tax
code was created in 1913.

He also said he opposed the tax
bill because he fears it will increase
the federal deficit over the next de-
cade.

The Congressman noted that he
will vote to keep the federal govern-
ment open, saying he opposes a shut-
down. The vote is expected to come
up again in September. He also said
in a recent press release on mass
shootings that, “It’s time Congress
end the gridlock and enact these bills
to make schools safer and keep
deadly weapons away from those
who wish to do us harm.” He sup-
ports background checks for all gun
purchases, the strengthening of
school security, banning bump stocks
and efforts to prevent “violent and
dangerous individuals from purchas-
ing weapons.”

April 15 at Nomahegan Park; the
New Providence Independence Day
Celebration slated for Tuesday, July
3, and the Clark Girls’ Softball League
for costs associated with the Valerie
Fund Walk held April 21 at Oak Ridge
Park.

The freeholders also passed a reso-
lution proclaiming this Saturday,
June 2, as Gun Violence Awareness
Day throughout Union County and
encouraging residents to “wear or-
ange to honor those who have lost
their lives and loved ones, and to
demand a future free from gun vio-
lence.”
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Salvante told The Times.
He said he also is aiming to “make

sure we’re doing what we can to
stay with the times” — and that
includes more inclusive playground
equipment, as is planned for
Brookside Park, and more inclu-
sive activities in general. He said
the goal is to serve “all of Scotch
Plains, not just some of it.”

Every department head wishes he
could have an unlimited budget to
work with every year, and Mr.
Salvante says that, as a recreation
director, “I always think it’s the
number one most important thing.”
But he said that after sitting at a
table several months ago and pre-
senting his budget requests along-
side police and fire department lead-
ers, “you also see how important
the essential services like police
and fire are.”

But he says he will “always be a park
proponent,” adding that he is seeking
ways to stretch his department’s dol-
lars by looking out for grant dollars
and partnership funding.
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OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, June 3rd

234 West Dudley Avenue, Westfield $1,325,000
This stately, 6 bedroom, 3.1 bath Victorian Colonial offers old world charm coupled
with today’s must have amenities.  Notable features include three tremendous
levels of living space, lots of windows to bring the outdoors in and refinished
wood floors.  Many of the rooms have been newly painted. Living room featuring
beamed ceiling and wood burning fireplace, eat-in kitchen equipped with a center
island breakfast bar, stainless steel appliances & granite countertops. Fabulous
enclosed screened porch. Situated on over a half acre of sprawling grounds, this
property offers exceptional living space both inside & out.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, June 10th

125 East Dudley Avenue, Westfield $1,295,000
Gracious Dutch Colonial offering expansive rooms and beautiful architectural
appointments throughout including beamed ceilings, gleaming hardwood floors
and beautiful detailed moldings. This home features 12 rooms, 7 bedrooms and
3.3 baths.  Eat-in kitchen with Carrara marble countertops, impressive family
room with beamed ceiling and fireplace, office with outside entry and spacious
master bedroom retreat with incredible closet space and private bath.  Situated on
nearly a half acre lot with private backyard with deck and covered side porch.
Conveniently located to schools, town, and NYC transportation.

Fanwood Planning Board
Approves Patio, Pergola

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
READING IS GOOD FOR YOU...The Scotch Plains Public Library is one of 50
libraries nationwide to receive grants from the American Library Association and
PBS to host programs related to the Great American Read program.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The planning board
approved three variance applications
Wednesday.

Leszek and Mariola Borysiak re-
quested a variance to build a patio
larger than what is allowed after they
had already added 20 yards of soil to
level the sloping backyard to make way
for a patio.

Edward Suarez, of 76 Tillotson Road,
who lives in the house to the rear of
Borysiak property, had concerns about
how the change in the slope of the yard
would affect flooding in his own yard.
Already he has experienced more flood-
ing in his yard in the last 10 years than
he has in the 40 years he has lived there,
Mr. Suarez said.

A stormwater management system
would be added because the patio is
bigger than the 200 square feet maximum
allowed. The patio is 376 square feet.

The owner also would be required to
have the storm leaders from the roof
drain to the street instead of the back-
yard, so it does not drain onto his
neighbor’s property.

“My backyard is essentially a bowl,”
said Mr. Suarez, who showed pictures
of the ponding in his yard after a storm.
“All the storm runoff ends up in my
backyard.”

The grading the Borysiaks have done,
Mr. Suarez said, “has been lifted more
than one foot (with fill).”

Jennifer Bisgay, another neighbor,

said she supported the application. She
said the ponding at Mr. Suarez’s yard is
actually a natural spring that has always
been there since she has lived in her
home since 1996.

There also is a cistern, that has been
there since the 1880s, Mr. Suarez clari-
fied after Ms. Bisgay called it a well.

Sean Gatesy, of 11 Nichols Court,
also said he “didn’t have a problem
with the patio.”

Borough Engineer Antonios
Panagopoulos said with the new storm
water management system, the ponding
will be lessened.

Mark Chelnik, of 165 Vinton Circle,
received approval for a side-yard set-
back variance in order to add a two-car
garage, and an addition to his home.
The side-yard setback in question bor-
ders borough-owned property. Mr.
Chelnik said it borders the nature park
in the borough.

Austin Berry, of 186 Westfield Road,
was approved to add a pergola over an
existing patio in his backyard. The 320-
square-foot pergola is larger than the
100 square feet that is allowed. Mr.
Berry said the pergola exceeds the al-
lowable size because he wants it to
cover the existing patio that is there.
The pergola also will have a corrugated
metal roof.

Borough Zoning Officer Ray Sullivan
said the pergola is “a net zero” in imper-
vious surface because it is covering a
patio that already exists, and so there is
no increase in impervious coverage.
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7th District Primary
District ballot, Primary voters will
choose from among five-term Con-
gressman Leonard Lance and chal-
lengers Lindsay C. Brown of Clark
and Raafat Barsoom of Annandale
in Hunterdon County.

“I run for re-nomination based
upon my record. Should I be suc-
cessful at the Primary I will run for
re-election in the autumn based upon
my record,” Mr. Lance said. “I be-
lieve I represent the views of the
overwhelming majority of the people
in this district.

“I was named the 13th most biparti-
san member of the Congress. That’s 13
out of 435 (members),” he said. He said
the survey was by the Richard Lugar
Center at Georgetown University.

“I run based upon my ethical in-
tegrity,” he said. He also noted that
he is a lifelong resident of the Con-
gressional district.

Ms. Brown, a web developer and
project manager, said, “My profes-
sional skills are almost identical to
being a legislator where I have to
negotiate the needs and desires of a
really diverse population of stake-
holders and bring about the best pos-
sible outcome. That’s just like trying
to negotiate policy.”

Her campaign promotes women’s
rights such as paid family leave and
empowering women to get involved
in business and government. Trans-
parency in government and single-
player healthcare also are key as-
pects of her platform.

Mr. Barsoom is an emergency and
trauma doctor at Hunterdon Medical
Center. His campaign centers around
supporting the Second Amendment,
cutting property taxes and fighting
the opioid crisis. Dr. Barsoom is a
strong supporter of President Donald
Trump, unlike Ms. Brown. Ms.
Brown said she does, however, rec-
ognize the work the Trump adminis-
tration has put into bipartisan issues
such as infrastructure.

“As a Republican, I would abso-
lutely work to negotiate within the
party to work on issues that the Trump
administration wants to champion,”
she said.

In the 12th District, which includes
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, two-
term Democratic Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman and Re-
publican Daryl Kipnis are both un-
opposed in the Primary Election.

Voters also will decide a conten-
tious Garwood mayoral race between
Democrats Charles Lombardo, the
current mayor, and Sara Todisco, a
two-term councilwoman. The win-
ner will face Republican Council-
woman Ileen Cuccaro (see story on

page 1.) This election year’s ballot is
topped by the United States Senate
race. Two-term Democratic senator
Robert Menendez of Harrison faces
a challenge from Lisa A. McCormick
of Rahway.

Mr. Menendez’s corruption trial
last year resulted in a hung jury. In
January, the Justice Department
opted not to retry the case after a
federal judge acquitted Mr.
Menendez and co-defendant, Florida
eye doctor Salomon Melgen, on
seven of the 18 corruption counts.
Last month, the Senate Ethics Com-
mittee “severely admonished” Mr.
Menendez for accepting gifts in re-
turn for helping Dr. Melgen.

Ms. McCormick is a small busi-
ness owner of CMD Media, a com-
munity news website. Some aspects
of her platform include expanding
free public education through col-
lege, establishing a universal basic
income given to all Americans and
expanding Social Security.

“I think the Democrats have been
a little too willing to compromise,”
Ms. McCormick said. “We have to
have people who are standing their
ground.”

Republican Bob Hugin of Sum-
mit, the establishment pick and
frontrunner, faces a challenge from
Brian D. Goldberg of Livingston.

Mr. Hugin was an active duty in-
fantry officer and then a Reserve
Officer in the United States Marine
Corps and has worked in business
and healthcare sectors. New Jersey
infrastructure and eliminating the cap
on state and local tax deductions —
known as SALT — are key compo-
nents of Mr. Hugin’s platform.

Mr. Goldberg, the opposing Re-
publican, has had a political career in
New Jersey and ran in the New Jersey
Republican Primary for Senate in
2014. He supports a strong national
defense system, lower taxes and pro-
tecting the U.S. Constitution.

In the race for Union County Free-
holder, Democratic incumbent Al
Mirabella, the Scotch Plains munici-
pal manager, and his running mates,
Kimberly Mouded of Westfield and
Andrea Staten, a former Roselle
councilwoman, face a challenge from
Alex Lospinoso, Patrick Gargano and
Kaiby Sandoval, all of Linden, and
are running on the line with Linden
Mayor Derek Armstead. The win-
ners will take on Republicans Patricia
Quattrocchi of Clark, a former
Garwood mayor, current Garwood
Councilman Joseph Sarno and Peter
Kane of Summit.

Polls are open from 6 a.m. until 8
p.m. on Tuesday.
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SP-F BOE
Pa., from Sunday, July 29, until
Tuesday, July 31. During the trip
students are scheduled to learn the
most current and effective tech-
niques in yearbook writing, design
and marketing for the high-school
publication.

According to the motion, the pro-
gram is a national by-invitation-
only program and the presenters are
professionals who work one-to-one
with students to instruct them in
developing thematic design ele-
ments to include in the yearbook.

The next board of education meet-
ing is scheduled for Thursday, June
14, at 7:30 p.m., in the administra-
tion building on Evergreen Avenue
and Cedar Street in Scotch Plains.
Also, a Student Recognition pro-
gram is scheduled for Monday, June
4, at 7:30 p.m., at Evergreen School.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SOLEMN MOMENT…Taps are played during opening ceremonies of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Parade.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WASHINGTON UPDATE...Congressman Leonard Lance (R-7th), left, speaks to
editor Paul Peyton during an interview Friday at The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

Garwood Board OK’s
Accessory Structure

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — At Wednesday’s
planning board meeting, applicant
Diane Perona was unanimously ap-
proved for a variance relief for an
accessory structure on the side-yard
property line located at 161 Spruce
Avenue. The land use code states the
accessory structure must be at least
three feet from the property line. Ms.
Perona’s generator (accessory struc-
ture) was installed 18 inches from
the property line.

Planning Board member Bill
Nierstedt said the generator had been
installed without following the
proper procedure, thus the
homeowners were in violation. He
said the homeowners should have
sought planning board approval for
variance relief before installing the
generator.

Attorney Richard S. Schkolnick
stated that Ms. Perona’s husband
would testify for the applicant, ex-
plaining why the generator had been
installed.

“I made a misjudgment. My 80-
year-old mother-in-law was sick and
living in our home,” Joseph Perona
said.

Mr. Perona said he did not want a
“(Hurricane) Sandy-type situation”
to impact his mother-in-law’s mor-
tality. The generator runs or turns on
once a week for maintenance and
has not been used for extended peri-
ods since it has been installed, stated
Mr. Perona.

“It made the most sense to me to
put it in that location and I had it
professionally installed,” said Mr.

Perona, describing why he chose his
side yard for the generator location.

Mr. Perona said until he received
a violation notice he had “forgotten”
about the generator as his mother-in-
law has since passed.

“We’re talking 18 inches. Mr.
Perona’s neighbor is here and he will
testify he does not have a problem
with the generator,” Mr. Schkolnick
said.

Mr. Schkolnick said Mr. Perona
had intended for the generator to be
placed in the front yard surrounded
by appropriate landscaping. How-
ever, Cranford Township would not
allow the structure to be placed in
the front yard, stated Mr. Perona.

“Would you allow it to be in-
spected?” questioned planning board
member Michael Vena.

Mr. Vena said the generator also is
next to an air conditioner, which
would require variance relief. The
air conditioner had not been reported
to the borough either. The air condi-
tioner would be a second accessory
structure not three feet from the
neighboring property line, stated Mr.
Vena.

Planning Board Attorney Donald
Fraser said planning board approval
should include variance relief for
the air conditioner. The home was
purchased with it already installed,
stated Mr. Perona. Including the air
conditioner would eliminate the need
for Mr. Perona or other homeowners
to seek variance relief for future vio-
lations, explained Mr. Fraser.

The next regularly scheduled plan-
ning board meeting is Wednesday,
June 27.


