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Primary Voters to Decide
House Race In 7th District

New Parks and Recreation
Dir. Getting Up To Speed

Westfield, Summit to See
Drop In County Taxes

By ZOE RADER AND
PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — New Jersey Primary
Election voters face several deci-
sions this Tuesday, June 5, in both
local and federal elections. Among
them are the highly contested races
in the 7th Congressional District and
for Senate.

In the 7th Congressional District,
three Democrats fight for the Pri-
mary vote: Tom Malinowski of
Rocky Hill in Somerset County,
Goutam Jois of Summit and Peter
Jacob of Pluckemin in Somerset
County.

Mr. Malinowski has the most po-

litical experience of the Democrats.
After graduating from Oxford Uni-
versity, he served on President Bill
Clinton’s National Security Coun-
cil, worked as the Washington direc-
tor of Human Rights Watch, and
most recently held the title of assis-
tant secretary of state under Presi-
dent Barack Obama.

Mr. Jois, on the other hand, is an
attorney and currently works for At-
las Corps, a group that brings non-
profit leaders to the United States.
Mr. Jacob is a social worker and runs
a New Jersey homeless shelter pro-
gram.

Across the board, the Democrats’
platforms advocate affordable
healthcare for all Americans and for
women’s rights such as equal pay for
equal work.

Mr. Jacob is running on the
“People’s Platform,” a progressive-
oriented campaign aimed at getting
big money out of politics, said Aaron
Hyndman, the outreach director for
the Jacob campaign. His campaign
also fights for raising the minimum
wage to $15 per hour, guaranteeing
fully-funded public college and
criminal justice reform.

“I think Peter’s committed to be-
ing bold, brave and progressive,”
Mr. Hyndman said. “He realizes that
for Democrats to be not just victori-
ous but also effective in making posi-
tive changes to our country, we need
to provide contrasting ideas and val-

ues to Republicans like Leonard
Lance.”

Mr. Malinowski and Mr. Jois are
running more moderate campaigns.

Mr. Malinowski’s top issues in-
clude maintaining Planned Parent-
hood funding, funding the gateway
tunnel between New York City and
New Jersey and making the cost of
living in New Jersey affordable, said
Benji Schwartz, Mr. Malinowski’s
deputy communications director.

“Tom is the candidate who won’t
need to be taught on the job,” Mr.
Schwartz said in an e-mail. “He al-
ready has the experience necessary
to hit the ground running. If elected,
Tom can bring that experience to
Congress and form powerful coali-
tions...”

Mr. Jois’ campaign advocates for
civil rights and LGBTQ rights as
well as providing employment and
education for veterans. His Democ-
racy 2.0 program includes adding
three amendments to the U.S. Con-
stitution that combat corruption in
government and voting practices.

Mr. Jois said his campaign aims to
give people a voice and “an opportu-
nity to engage with politics.” He also
said he is ready to take on the very
divided government if elected.

 “I am willing to work with anyone
with common goals and common
facts,” Mr. Jois added.

On the Republican side of the 7th

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — As he
geared up for the busy summer camp
season that gets underway at the
end of June, Parks and Recreation
Director DJ Salvante said this week
his first five months on the job have
been “exciting and interesting since
day one.”

Speaking to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, Mr. Salvante said
he has spent a lot of time this year
“getting an understanding of where
we are and what we need to do.”
Topping his to-do list at the mo-
ment is overseeing the department’s

summer camp program, which
serves several hundred youngsters
every July and August.

“I’m learning my history and get-
ting an understanding” of the pro-
grams, he said. Mr. Salvante said
the task requires a lot of attention to
detail, and he relies on his “great
staff” at the municipal building and
the public works staff that main-
tains the parks and fields. He also
singled out the recreation commis-
sion, which hired him late last year,
as being “very helpful to me.”

Mr. Salvante came to Scotch
Plains after nearly three years as
recreation superintendent in Union

Township and, before that, director
of operations at the Turtle Back
Zoo in West Orange. He said he was
drawn to the position in Scotch
Plains when it opened up last Octo-
ber because its purview included
both parks and recreation.

“That was the most exciting to
me,” he recalled, saying he wanted
more involvement in facilities and
grounds and maintenance, some-
thing he did not have as much of
during his time in Union. Plus, he
added, the level of community in-
volvement in Scotch Plains recre-
ation is “super high.”

The department manages a dozen
township parks and recreational fa-
cilities, including Scotch Hills
Country Club, the Shady Rest facil-
ity and Frazee House Park, and also
maintains ballfields at the Route 22
and Vo-Tech sites as well as the
county-run Ponderosa Park on Coo-
per Road. Besides the summer
camps, the department also provides
a number of youth sports programs
ranging from basketball and golf to
skiing and tennis. Programs for se-
nior citizens also are offered by the
department, which additionally
manages the scheduling of the
ballfields with local youth baseball,
soccer and lacrosse leagues.

July is Parks and Recreation
Month, Mr. Salvante said, and his
department is planning some
“unique” activities to mark the oc-
casion. The recently-passed capital
bond ordinance contains funding
for upgrades to township parks in-
cluding an ADA-inclusive play-
ground at Brookside Park and
restroom upgrades at Greenside
Park.

Brookside is a point of focus sim-
ply because the summer camp is
based there and “we need to make
sure it can handle 350 kids,” Mr.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — County taxes are
going down this year in eight of the 21
towns in Union County. The county
adopted a $483.6-million budget on
May 17 which raises taxes $6.2 mil-
lion to $360.97 million or 1.75 per-
cent over last year, the lowest in-
crease in 15 years, according to Free-
holder Bruce Bergen, this year’s fis-
cal affairs chairman.

Westfield and Summit, which are
paying the two highest amounts in
county taxes, will see a decrease, as
will Berkeley Heights, Kenilworth,
Mountainside, Plainfield, Roselle
Park and Winfield, according to a
spreadsheet obtained by The Westfield
Leader last week.

Taxes in Westfield will be down
$104,543 for a total of $40,028,117
with the average assessed home pay-
ing $3,897 a slight decrease of $14
from 2017. Summit taxpayers will
pay $37,672,817, a decrease of
$876,027 from last year, with the
average county tax bill being $4,967,
down $127.

Scotch Plains taxpayers will pay
$22,122,684, an increase of $747,406,
with the average assessed home pay-
ing $2,724, up $90 from last year.
Fanwood will pay $6,345,523, an in-
crease of $181,311, with the average
assessed home paying $2,356, up $68.

Cranford’s total county tax will be
$23,388,701, an increase of
$1,330,560, with the average assessed
home paying $2,588, up $153.
Mountainside’s tax is $9,254,450,
down $89,349. The average Moun-
tainside homeowner will pay $3,167,
down $55.

The total Garwood tax is
$3,748,773, an increase of $205,574,
with the average borough home pay-

ing $2,081, a $141 increase over 2017.
During last Thursday’s agenda

meeting that proceeded the evening’s
regular meeting, the freeholders
thanked now former freeholder Linda
Carter for her efforts during her seven
years and five months on the board.
Ms. Carter, a former city council-
woman in her hometown of Plain-
field, was sworn in last Thursday in
Trenton to the 22nd Legislative Dis-
trict Assembly seat left vacant last
month by the death of longtime As-
semblyman Jerry Green (D).

She thanked the freeholders she
served with as well as the county
employees, saying the board and staff
“work as a team and are a family.”

“We are just so proud of you,”
Freeholder Al Mirabella told Ms.
Carter. “I know you are going to do
great things on the state level.”

Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh added
that Ms. Carter is “going to have a
huge impact on the state level.”

The board also honored the
Westfield High School Football Team
for winning its third straight, North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 5 state cham-
pionship this past fall as well as the
Roselle Catholic Girls Basketball
Team fore winning its sixth champi-
onship in school history. The Eliza-
beth Portugal Day Parade Committee
received a resolution on the 40th an-
niversary of their parade to be held
this Sunday, June 3, beginning at 2
p.m. on Elizabeth Avenue.

The board also passed a resolution
recognizing the Westfield Area
YMCA Achievers program for its
upcoming 20th anniversary gala to be
held Friday, June 15. Resolutions also
were approved for freeholder spon-
sorships of the annual Cranford Cou-
gar Dash 5K Run and Fun Run, held

SP-F Board of Education
Honors PTA Presidents

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Thanking
all of the district Parent-Teacher
Association (PTA) presidents for
their volunteerism and commitment
to the district, members of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education honored each one at
Thursday’s board of education meet-
ing. BOE members read a resolu-
tion for each president and for the
district’s council president, thank-
ing them for their hard work on
behalf of the district.

Presidents for each school are as
follows: Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, Kathleen Stovall; Park
Middle School, Dawn Smith; Terrill
Middle School, Jennifer Power;
Brunner Elementary School, Deb
Lambert; Coles Elementary School,
Jessica George; Evergreen Elemen-
tary School, Kelly Doran; McGinn
Elementary School, Regina Gannon,
and School One Elementary, Nicole
Virga. PTA Council president is Lisa
Ciarrocca.

In other business, a presentation

called Developing Empathy and
Compassion through Music, Pup-
petry and the Study of Body Lan-
guage was given by Barbara
Prestridge, district arts teacher, who
recently was nominated for a 2018
Arts Educator of the Year Award.
The program discussed by Ms.
Prestridge was aimed at district
fourth graders and was focused on
body awareness and analyzing how
people move. She noted that the
puppets used for the program had
blank faces so that the imagination
could be used and the mood could
be detected through the storyline
and the body movement of the pup-
pet. Ms. Prestridge said that music
also was used in the puppetry story
to help invoke the mood of the story
and to help build the story. She
concluded that through the puppets
and their story students do learn
empathy and compassion.

A field trip was approved for ap-
proximately 10 high-school students
in Photo Journalism II class to travel
to Gettysburg College in Gettysburg,

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MUSICAL TRIBUTE…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Marching Band participated in the annual Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Memorial Day Parade.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ENJOYING THE PARADE…These youngsters show their patriotism during the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Parade.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MARINE CORPS...Members of the Scotch Plains Police Department who are
Marine veterans participate in the wreath-laying ceremony at the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Memorial Day Parade.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MEMORIAL DAY CONCERT...The Westfield Community Band performs
during the seventh annual  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Concert
Sunday night on the northside lawn of the Fanwood Train Station. This year’s
event was themed “A Tribute to Fallen Heroes.”
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