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Westfield, Summit to See
Drop In County Taxes

Primary Voters to Decide
Garwood Mayoral Race

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — This Tuesday, June
5, Garwood Democratic voters will
go to the polls to decide a Primary
Election mayoral battle between
Mayor Charles Lombardo and Coun-
cilwoman Sara Todisco. The winner
will face Republican Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro in the General Election
in November.

Mayor Lombardo was elected mayor
in 2014, having previously served as a
borough councilman from 1986 to 2007.

He said he is a 43-year Garwood
resident, “with 25 years of political
experience in this town.”

“I have the maturity, integrity, and
time and energy to devote to Garwood
residents,” Mayor Lombardo said.

“I plan to continue to strive for fiscal
responsibility, civility, and respect on
the council floor; transparency in gov-
ernment issues, and to do what is best
for Garwood residents,” Mayor
Lombardo stated.

He said it is important to do what is
best for Garwood residents with re-
gard to redevelopment of blighted
properties, and the upcoming revalua-
tion of residential properties, “which
was mandated by the state.”

“As always, I will continue to follow
through with open communication with
residents, listening to what they have to
say,” Mayor Lombardo said.

The mayor said “he was very sur-
prised” Ms. Todisco “would follow
the path to divide the Democratic Party
in Garwood” by running against him
in the Primary.

“The issues in this race are seeing
that all borough departments are ad-
equately funded without diminishing
services or overtaxing the residents,”
Mayor Lombardo said.

He said Garwood residents must be
heard and included in meetings re-
garding current and upcoming rede-
velopment projects.

Ms. Todisco said the Primary elec-
tion “is not about challenging anyone,
it’s about enabling Garwood Demo-
crats to choose the best candidates for
the General Election rather than just a
handful of committee members mak-
ing that decision.”

Currently, Councilwoman Todisco
is serving her third term on the bor-
ough council. Ms. Todisco, who was
first elected in 2011 after being named
to a council vacancy in May of that
year, said Garwood is at a “pivotal
point in its history and it’s going to
need strong, proactive leadership as
we embark on redevelopment.”

“We need a leader that will ensure
our residents are informed about what’s
going on in town and receive timely
responses from their elected leaders,”
said Ms. Todisco. She said the
“borough’s revaluation and other chal-
lenges over the next four years” will
require such leadership.

“I am 100 percent committed to
treating the office of mayor as a full-
time job because times demand it,”
Ms. Todisco said.

Ms. Todisco said, if elected mayor,
she would establish “quarterly meet-
ings” between council, planning board
and board of education representa-
tives. She said the meetings would
“ensure improved communication”
between each entity.

Ms. Todisco also is proposing a
“Citizens Advisory Panel,” involving
“talented, experienced residents” who
want “to get more involved in town,”
she stated, “which is exactly why we
need a more open application process
for appointments to boards and com-
mittees.”

Garwood Board OK’s
Accessory Structure

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At Wednesday’s
planning board meeting, applicant
Diane Perona was unanimously ap-
proved for a variance relief for an
accessory structure on the side-yard
property line located at 161 Spruce
Avenue. The land use code states the
accessory structure must be at least
three feet from the property line. Ms.
Perona’s generator (accessory struc-
ture) was installed 18 inches from the
property line.

Planning Board member Bill
Nierstedt said the generator had been
installed without following the proper
procedure, thus the homeowners were
in violation. He said the homeowners
should have sought planning board
approval for variance relief before
installing the generator.

Attorney Richard S. Schkolnick
stated that Ms. Perona’s husband
would testify for the applicant, ex-
plaining why the generator had been
installed.

“I made a misjudgment. My 80-year-
old mother-in-law was sick and living
in our home,” Joseph Perona said.

Mr. Perona said he did not want a
“(Hurricane) Sandy-type situation” to
impact his mother-in-law’s mortality.
The generator runs or turns on once a
week for maintenance and has not
been used for extended periods since it
has been installed, stated Mr. Perona.

“It made the most sense to me to put
it in that location and I had it profes-
sionally installed,” said Mr. Perona,
describing why he chose his side yard

for the generator location.
Mr. Perona said until he received a

violation notice he had “forgotten”
about the generator as his mother-in-
law has since passed.

“We’re talking 18 inches. Mr.
Perona’s neighbor is here and he will
testify he does not have a problem
with the generator,” Mr. Schkolnick
said.

Mr. Schkolnick said Mr. Perona
had intended for the generator to be
placed in the front yard surrounded
by appropriate landscaping. However,
Cranford Township would not allow
the structure to be placed in the front
yard, stated Mr. Perona.

“Would you allow it to be in-
spected?” questioned planning board
member Michael Vena.

Mr. Vena said the generator also is
next to an air conditioner, which would
require variance relief. The air condi-
tioner had not been reported to the
borough either. The air conditioner
would be a second accessory struc-
ture not three feet from the neighbor-
ing property line, stated Mr. Vena.

Planning Board Attorney Donald
Fraser said planning board approval
should include variance relief for the
air conditioner. The home was pur-
chased with it already installed, stated
Mr. Perona. Including the air condi-
tioner would eliminate the need for
Mr. Perona or other homeowners to
seek variance relief for future viola-
tions, explained Mr. Fraser.

The next regularly scheduled plan-
ning board meeting is Wednesday,
June 27.

Primary Voters to Decide
House Race In 7th District

By ZOE RADER AND
PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION — New Jersey Primary
Election voters face several deci-
sions this Tuesday, June 5, in both
local and federal elections. Among
them are the highly contested races
in the 7th Congressional District
and for Senate.

In the 7th Congressional District,
three Democrats fight for the Pri-
mary vote: Tom Malinowski of
Rocky Hill in Somerset County,
Goutam Jois of Summit and Peter
Jacob of Pluckemin in Somerset
County.

Mr. Malinowski has the most po-

litical experience of the Democrats.
After graduating from Oxford Uni-
versity, he served on President Bill
Clinton’s National Security Coun-
cil, worked as the Washington di-
rector of Human Rights Watch, and
most recently held the title of assis-
tant secretary of state under Presi-
dent Barack Obama.

Mr. Jois, on the other hand, is an
attorney and currently works for
Atlas Corps, a group that brings
nonprofit leaders to the United
States. Mr. Jacob is a social worker
and runs a New Jersey homeless
shelter program.

Across the board, the Democrats’
platforms advocate affordable

healthcare for all Americans and
for women’s rights such as equal
pay for equal work.

Mr. Jacob is running on the
“People’s Platform,” a progressive-
oriented campaign aimed at getting
big money out of politics, said Aaron
Hyndman, the outreach director for
the Jacob campaign. His campaign
also fights for raising the minimum
wage to $15 per hour, guaranteeing
fully-funded public college and
criminal justice reform.

“I think Peter’s committed to be-
ing bold, brave and progressive,”
Mr. Hyndman said. “He realizes that
for Democrats to be not just victo-
rious but also effective in making
positive changes to our country, we
need to provide contrasting ideas
and values to Republicans like
Leonard Lance.”

Mr. Malinowski and Mr. Jois are
running more moderate campaigns.

Mr. Malinowski’s top issues in-
clude maintaining Planned Parent-
hood funding, funding the gateway
tunnel between New York City and
New Jersey and making the cost of
living in New Jersey affordable, said
Benji Schwartz, Mr. Malinowski’s
deputy communications director.

“Tom is the candidate who won’t
need to be taught on the job,” Mr.
Schwartz said in an e-mail. “He
already has the experience neces-
sary to hit the ground running. If
elected, Tom can bring that experi-
ence to Congress and form power-
ful coalitions...”

Mr. Jois’ campaign advocates for
civil rights and LGBTQ rights as
well as providing employment and
education for veterans. His Democ-
racy 2.0 program includes adding
three amendments to the U.S. Con-
stitution that combat corruption in
government and voting practices.

Mr. Jois said his campaign aims
to give people a voice and “an op-
portunity to engage with politics.”
He also said he is ready to take on
the very divided government if
elected.

 “I am willing to work with any-

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — County taxes are go-
ing down this year in eight of the 21
towns in Union County. The county
adopted a $483.6-million budget on
May 17 which raises taxes $6.2 million
to $360.97 million or 1.75 percent over
last year, the lowest increase in 15
years, according to Freeholder Bruce
Bergen, this year’s fiscal affairs chair-
man.

Westfield and Summit, which are
paying the two highest amounts in
county taxes, will see a decrease, as will
Berkeley Heights, Kenilworth, Moun-
tainside, Plainfield, Roselle Park and
Winfield, according to a spreadsheet
obtained by The Westfield Leader last
week.

Taxes in Westfield will be down
$104,543 for a total of $40,028,117
with the average assessed home paying
$3,897 a slight decrease of $14 from
2017. Summit taxpayers will pay

$37,672,817, a decrease of $876,027
from last year, with the average county
tax bill being $4,967, down $127.

Scotch Plains taxpayers will pay
$22,122,684, an increase of $747,406,
with the average assessed home paying
$2,724, up $90 from last year. Fan-
wood will pay $6,345,523, an increase
of $181,311, with the average assessed
home paying $2,356, up $68.

Cranford’s total county tax will be
$23,388,701, an increase of $1,330,560,
with the average assessed home paying
$2,588, up $153. Mountainside’s tax is
$9,254,450, down $89,349. The aver-
age Mountainside homeowner will pay
$3,167, down $55.

The total Garwood tax is $3,748,773,
an increase of $205,574, with the aver-
age borough home paying $2,081, a
$141 increase over 2017.

During last Thursday’s agenda meet-
ing that proceeded the evening’s regu-
lar meeting, the freeholders thanked

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
THANK YOU, DET. LIEBERMAN...The casket of Westfield Police Detective
Eric Lieberman, who died suddenly last week, is carried by police pallbearers into
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church for his funeral on Saturday morning.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING OUR VETERANS...Marchers proceed up East Broad Street en route to Fairview Cemetery during
Monday’s Westfield Memorial Day Parade.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SALUTING OUR VETS...At the annual Westfield Memorial Day Parade, chil-
dren and parents alike come out to salute the heroes of wars.
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Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
REUNITED...Ninety-three-year-old World War II veteran Peter Klein and 97-
year-old Dan Sullivan watch the Cranford Memorial  Day Parade ceremonies and
shared a special reunion as they realized they knew each other from school days
growing up in Elizabeth. They also realized they were both in France during the
war. Mr. Klein was on the beaches of Normandy and Mr. Sullivan's ship, the USS
Texas, was providing cover for the Allied troops.
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