
Serving the community since 1959

ONE DOLLAR(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 59th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 21-2018 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Thursday, May 24, 2018

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional.........2-3, 19-20
Editorial ........ 4-5
Police ............ 19
Community ... 6-8
Obituary ........ 8

Education ...... 9-21
Sports ............ 11-18
Real Estate .... 11-20
Classifieds ..... 19
A&E .............. 21-22

WESTFIELD
WEST Congratulations to the  

#1 Agent for April!
Beth Sullivan
Sales Associate 
C. 908.578.3812

Westfield West Office  600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090 | 908.233.0065 | ColdwellBankerHomes.com
#600NORTH©  2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are 

registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  99270NJ_5/18

Fanwood Introduces $9.9-Mil.
Budget; Gun Violence Discussed
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough
council introduced a $9.9-million
budget on Monday (including the
library tax), which includes a $6.1-
million tax levy. Finance Commit-
tee Chairman Tom Kranz said the
“municipal portion of the budget
will be going down about $1 per
average household” over last year.
A public hearing is to be held Mon-
day, June 25, Mr. Kranz said. The
budget will be posted on the
borough’s website this week, Bor-
ough Clerk Eleanor McGovern told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

The new sewer utility will re-

move the sewer usage costs from
the municipal budget and a fee will
be assessed to each user with an
annual charge to be calculated at
.000969 per $100 of assessed value
of real property. On average the fee
will be about $85 annually, Mr.
Kranz said.

Also, a $10,000 emergency ap-
propriation was approved to pay for
computer software to be used for
the borough’s new sewer utility.

During the public comment sec-
tion of the meeting, 35-year resi-
dent Dorothy Dozier asked about
the affordable-housing opportuni-
ties in the borough. “It’s been a
struggle to keep up with the taxes I

pay” since her husband passed away
in 2008, Ms. Dozier said. Mayor
Colleen Mahr said the Station
Square development will have seven
affordable units that would be avail-
able by application through a lot-
tery. The application is not yet avail-
able, but Mrs. McGovern said she
could let her know when it is made
available.

An ordinance was introduced to
increase the sewer connection fee
to $1,000 for new residential prop-
erties, which would be an increase
from the current $400 fee.

The salary range for the recre-
ation director has been amended to
reflect the increased duties of the
role to $25,000 to $35,000, Coun-
cilwoman Erin McElroy Barker
said.

A $427,000 bond ordinance was
introduced to pay for road improve-
ments to Paterson Road. Part of the
cost will be paid for by grants total-
ing about $250,000.

ARC Electric, LLC was selected
to provide electrical service to the
pavilion in LaGrande Park at a cost
of $1,610.

A Green Team Advisory Com-
mittee was formed with the mission
to obtain bronze certification
through the Sustainable Jersey pro-
gram. Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell is to be the council liaison
for the committee. Members of the
community, borough employees and
volunteers have been named to the
committee.

At the conclusion of the meeting,
during committee comments, Coun-
cilman Russell Huegel and Coun-
cilwomen McElroy Barker and
Mitchell each acknowledged the
shootings at Santa Fe High School
in Santa Fe, Tex., where 10 people
were killed and at least 13 others
injured last Friday.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz/Borough of Fanwood
NATIONAL  POLICE WEEK...Police Chief Richard Trigo honored a number of Fanwood police officers Monday for
meritorious actions in saving lives and assisting the public. Awards were given for two instances of drug overdoses, in which
the officers saved the victims by administering Naloxone; making arrests in a home invasion; answering more than 300 calls
for service during the nor’easter storms over a 30-hour period, and for solving a $200,000 online theft and stopping the stolen
funds from being lost. Chief Trigo also thanked Mayor Colleen Mahr and the borough council for supporting his decision
to send Officer Elliot Bernard to Puerto Rico last fall to assist the local police there in the wake of Hurricane Maria. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Councilman Anthony Carter, Mayor for a Day Ethan Grant, Chief Trigo, Lieutenant Frank Marrero,
Lieutenant  Gene Chin, Sergeant Marc Gottlick and Officers Dan Piccola, Dan Kranz and Elliot Bernard. Also present were
Officers Mike Rusin and Ryan Gilmore.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HISTORIC PRESERVATION MONTH...Fanwood Historic Preservation Com-
mission Vice-President Jason Benedict receives the National Historic Preservation
Month proclamation from the Fanwood Borough Council at Monday’s meeting. He
announced that professional evaluators will be at the Fanwood Museum on
Sunday, June 3, to give an appraisal of antiques and artifacts.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPRING IS FINALLY HERE...Monday's springlike weather made for the
perfect excuse to get out of the house and head for the swingsets at LaGrande
Park in Fanwood.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DEMANDING ACTION...Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America,
Union County Chapter Fanwood resident, Kristen O’Grady accepts proclama-
tion from Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr at Monday’s borough council meeting.

Fanwood Rec. Commission
Reviews Park Upgrades

By LAUREN A. SILVA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood Recre-
ation Commission Director Bob
Budiansky discussed the numerous
improvements at LaGrande Park and
Forest Road Park at Tuesday’s com-
mission meeting. There was much
discussion about upcoming borough
events as well.

The commission has a new alter-
nate member, Fanwood resident Sara
Johnston. Mr. Budiansky clarified the
voting process for Ms. Johnston and

the other members of the commis-
sion.

“The voting is set up that we need
a minimum of four commission mem-
bers to vote, with a maximum number
of seven members,” Mr. Budiansky
said. “If one member is absent then
the first alternate commission mem-
ber votes. If two people are absent,
then the second alternate member
votes.”

At the April commission meeting,
there was a tie vote about allowing
dogs on leashes in Fanwood parks.
With two alternate commission mem-
bers voting, Demian Boroff and Scott
Sinclair, the vote was approved to
allow dogs into borough parks. The
borough council will ultimately make
this decision.

Scotch Plains resident Regina
Mercado inquired about Fanwood
recreational events and the park im-
provements. Mr. Budiansky updated
the commission about the Forest Road
Park master plan construction. On
May 3, Mr. Budiansky’s contact at
CME Associates said that the field
survey and base mapping are com-
plete. In addition, the design is under-
way. Mr. Budiansky stated that he

hopes to know more about the design
by the commission’s June meeting.
He said, “The most controversial part
of the plan so far is the location of the
trees.”

There was further discussion about
park improvements. The Forest Road
Park skate park’s fence replacement
was approved by the borough council
and the fence was ordered. The com-
mission received an e-mail from a
Fanwood resident regarding noise
pollution at the skate park. Mr.
Budiansky stated that, “The effective
solution for a couple of thousand dol-
lars is to replace the fence. It isn’t
designed to hold the heavy winds.”

The commission also passed a vote
to improve the fence surrounding the
baseball field at LaGrande Park. The
borough council recently approved
electrifying the LaGrande Park pavil-
ion. The estimated cost for this is
about $1, 900. Mr. Budiansky re-
minded the council that the commis-
sion receives funding in two ways.
The first source is from the borough
council, which totals approximately
$34,000. The second source is from
the commission’s trust, a bank ac-

Garwood Council Okays
$416,000 Bond Ordinance

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Mayor Charles
Lombardo and the borough council
approved a bond ordinance Tues-
day night appropriating $416,000
to allow for “various public im-
provements.” The various public im-
provements include the acquisition
of “new additional” or “replace-
ment” equipment including new
automotive vehicles, including
original apparatus and equipment.

The $416,000 sum will assist in
equipment down payments while
necessary to receive county grants
which will subsidize the capital
purchases. Councilwoman and Fi-
nance Committee Chairwoman Sara
Todisco said the total sums after
county grants are subtracted from
the $416,000. She said the sum the
borough will be responsible for is
$334,000.

The bond ordinance will facili-
tate a HVAC system purchase priced
at $15,000 less than estimates, Ms.
Todisco said. Records retention and
management costs were estimated
at $50,000, stated Ms. Todisco. The
finance committee chose to allo-
cate $40,000 instead, which was the
amount awarded by grant money to
offset records retention costs, Ms.
Todisco said.

She said the overall total capital
costs were $9,000 less than original
estimates allowing for additional
capital allocations to the fire de-
partment.

“The finance committee unani-
mously approved adding an air com-
pressor to assist the fire depart-
ment. The existing air compressor
is 20 years old and will make filling
air bottles easier and faster,” Ms.
Todisco said.

The finance committee unani-
mously agreed on allocating
$75,000 of the $416,000 to pur-
chasing a “new and smaller” multi-
seasonal mason dump truck, Ms.
Todisco said. The committee had
considered two trucks, but one was
$165,000 and provided less overall
utility to the public works depart-
ment, said Councilman and Streets
and Roads Committee member Ri-
chard McCormack.

Mr. McCormack said he agreed
with many aspects of the ordinance,
but could not support the ordinance
in its entirety. Mr. McCormack said
the $416,000 spending plan did not
outline or guarantee a salt spreader
from a public works truck being
“decommissioned” would be “ret-
rofitted” or placed onto an existing
public works vehicle.

Mr. McCormack said the retrofit-
ting would cost $6,000 to $7,000.
The retrofit allows for an existing
vehicle to be used if the “new multi-
seasonal truck” were to “break
down” during snow removal, Mr.
McCormack said.

He said the retrofitting “makes
sense,” is financially prudent and
practical, as he relied on his profes-
sional experience with trucks and
the need for flexibility during “hec-
tic times” for the department.

Mr. McCormack said he requested
the retrofitting be outlined in the
ordinance to Councilwoman Jenni-
fer Blumenstock during the
committee’s discussion.

Ms. Blumenstock said Mr.
McCormack had not previously
voiced his concerns specific to the
matter to the committee or herself.
Ms. Blumenstock said she would
hold her comments on the retrofit-

School Lunches Is Focus
Of Mountainside BOE
By KATE BROWNE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — A dietician,
two chefs and a smorgasbord of
healthy meals and snacks awaited the
board of education members at
Tuesday’s meeting.

In response to the results of a sur-
vey of parents and students, the staff
from Maschio Food Services ex-
plained the rules and regulations of
the United States Department of
Agriculture’s national school lunch
program and presented samples of
new menu items including a hummus
and pita bread platter, a cheese and
fruit box, and a yogurt bowl.

According to the Maschio account
manager, the Department of
Agriculture’s guidelines mandate spe-
cific menu choices including the use
of whole grains, low-fat dairy op-
tions, meats or meat alternatives, fruits
and vegetables. In addition, the dis-
trict is required to comply with stan-
dards for sodium, calorie range and a
prohibition on the use of transfats.

Maschio has a strong social media
presence on Instagram, Twitter and
Facebook and includes nutritional
information on all their product offer-
ings on their website, which is acces-
sible to parents and students. The
company will make a presentation
regarding the new menu and its
wellness program at Back to School
night in the fall.

Chief School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky, Ed.D, advised that PARCC
(Partnership for Assessment of Readi-
ness for College and Careers) testing
concluded on May 22. She also re-
ported that both Beechwood Elemen-
tary School playgrounds have passed
inspection and are being enjoyed by
the children. Parent feedback on the
recently completed art show and con-
certs was positive and she encour-
aged everyone to enjoy the soon-to-
be-published online literary maga-
zine.

Board President James Ruban ex-
plained that the board had expressed


