
Page 4  Thursday, May 17, 2018 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $36 • Two-year – $68 • Three-year – $99
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood

TIMES   Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Lauren S. Barr
EDUCATION & ARTS

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

         Vacancy
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

As Proposed, Rink Fails At All Levels
To Add Any Value To Westfield

The addition of a seasonal rink in
Westfield has the potential to be a
huge asset to the Westfield commu-
nity. However, dedicating only four
of the 55 hours of operation to the
Westfield community for public skat-
ing should render this project a pri-
vate business focused on profit and
clearly not a reasonable use of public
space. It’s an insult to consider this an
asset to the community unless the
community has the opportunity to use
the facility at reasonable times for
daily afternoon and evening skating,
especially on weekends. “1” hour
public skating times would also be an

insult and not nearly enough time to
enjoy the atmosphere.

I’m guessing the economics don’t
work for USA when they have to
allow the community to use the facil-
ity. As a parent of a former hockey
player who spent hours at the rink, I
have tremendous respect for the
Andersons and how they run USA
and their programs. As proposed, it’s
an extension of their business and
fails at all levels to add any value to
Westfield.

Michael Lezynski
Westfield

In Support of The Gumbert Park
Ice Skating Rink Proposal

A Garwood Government Record of
Too Little, Too Late

On behalf of the Westfield Hockey
Club (“WHC”), we fully support the
temporary ice rink proposal currently
being considered by the Town Coun-
cil. This proposal will benefit the
broader Westfield community and
make the sport more accessible for all
hockey players.

The rink will provide a gathering
place for the Westfield community
during the winter when there are lim-
ited outdoor activities for kids and
families. There will be public skating
sessions, opportunities for school and
community fundraising events, learn-
to-skate programs, holiday events,
learn-to-play hockey programs, and
family hockey.

The proposed rink’s location —
the Gumbert Park basketball courts
— is an underutilized, already exist-
ing space with sufficient parking fa-
cilities to support the rink and will
require no upfront investment to pre-
pare the space. The public-private
partnership with a local rink operator
means that the costs of setup, mainte-
nance and the management of the
facility, will not be borne by the Town
or the taxpayers. The private operator
has also proposed to make improve-
ments to the area like sidewalks and
new picnic tables. The proposal is a

one season trial with no long-term
commitment if it is not a success for
the Town.

As a local club with over 300
Westfield hockey players, we recog-
nize that a major limitation and hard-
ship for youth hockey players in this
area is the shortage of ice rinks. As a
result, practices and games are often
a considerable distance away, and
there are real limits on the kids’ prac-
tice time. At the Town Council meet-
ing on May 8, high school student
athletes (boys and girls) spoke about
the fact that hockey practice opportu-
nities are limited, transportation is a
challenge for them and their parents,
and their studies are affected as a
result. These challenges are in fact
faced by Westfield youth hockey play-
ers of all ages (and their families).

We feel this proposal will help all
Westfield hockey players, but also
provide wonderful opportunities to
the broader community. We hope that
the Town Council considers the broad
community benefits of this seasonal
rink and seizes upon this unique op-
portunity for the Town of Westfield.
The Westfield Hockey Club Board of

Directors
Eric Snyder, Chris Forno, David

Strauss, John McDevitt

As a registered Democrat and some-
one who is observing the race be-
tween Mayor Charles Lombardo and
Councilwoman Sara Todisco, I have
to say – too little, too late. Lombardo’s
team promotes him as a “behind the
scenes” Mayor as written by his run-
ning mate Jennyfer Guerrero as re-
cently as her latest letter to the editor
I saw online. However, what has he
really done in the past 3 1/2 years? I
don’t hear them sharing much of his
record, other than revitalizing the
Historical Committee, which by the
way, he made Councilwoman Todisco
the first ever liaison of after they won
together back in the 2014 election.

I noticed he joined Facebook the
day after the “Democrats for
Garwood” slate of Todisco, Ince, and
Benoit was announced back in March.
I also noticed he joined the Mayors
Against Illegal Guns advocacy group
after a contested primary became
clear, even though the organization
was started in 2006. Only days ago,
he had the Garwood Police Depart-
ment post a letter from him to resi-
dents about the remediation and demo-
lition work at South Avenue on their
Facebook Page. However, he wasn’t
visible on social media or elsewhere
when half of the homes in Garwood
lost power during a bad snowstorm
this winter, including when some
homes on Center Street lost power for
almost a week.

It looks to me, that he too, recog-
nizes “behind the scenes” is not good
enough.

Additionally, I watched Mayor

Lombardo read a prepared statement
at the last Council meeting accusing
residents of creating “doomsday sce-
narios” because they raised questions
about the environmental cleanup at
the Casale/Petro properties. Then, I
read last week’s Leader to see his
running mate, Vincent Kearney, use
the same “doomsday” term to de-
scribe another matter in his letter.
There’s something wrong when that
is their campaign buzzword.

I will be proudly voting for Sara
Todisco, Michael Ince, and Sean
Benoit on Column D on June 5 for
many reasons. They are not limited to
the following, but here are some I
would like to share. First of all,
“doomsday” isn’t in the message of
the Todisco-Ince-Benoit team because
they have optimism about the future
and do not believe in dismissing or
diminishing resident questions and
concerns. Also, I do not want a “be-
hind the scenes” Mayor as Garwood
faces major redevelopment and will
very likely face new challenges in the
next four years. I want a Mayor with
the determination and the ability to
get things done and stay on top of and
ahead of the issues. That person is
Sara Todisco. I see Sara at nearly
every community event, follow her
on Facebook for frequent updates
about the town, and watch her pro-
vide valuable insights at Council
meetings.

I hope others will join me in voting
Column D on June 5.

Jonathan O’Hea
Garwood Resident

I Recommend Sean Benoit
For Garwood Town Council

I Totally Support Our
Current Mayor,

Charles Lombardo
A lot of people call me the “Voice

of Garwood” because I usually have
a lot to say. Those who know me
know I only say things that I mean and
that are truthful. I totally support our
current mayor, Charles Lombardo,
and his running mates, Jennyfer and
Vincent, because I believe in them,
and they are truthful. I would appre-
ciate the people of Garwood coming
together to re-elect Mayor Lombardo
and his team so that they can continue
the work he started, bringing this town
forward.

America is a great country. You can
speak your mind and give your opin-
ions. When you have lived as long as
I have, you see a lot of changes around
you, and most are for the better. Mayor
Lombardo was a Garwood Council-
man for 21 years before he became
Mayor, and he has served under many
Mayors, both Democrat and Repub-
lican, under many difficult circum-
stances. His experience and dedica-
tion to our town over the years speak
for itself. He has lived in Garwood for
more than 40 years and he has always
taken a serious interest in its growth
and progress.

When Mayor Lombardo says he
will do something, he does it. When
you call him, he will get back to you
with an answer or direct you to the
people who can answer your specific
question. Much of what he does is
behind the scenes, and some people
think nothing is being done, but that is
very far from the truth. He doesn’t
look for the glory, the headlines or to
get his name in print. He just goes
about his duties as mayor, always
with the residents’ best interests in
mind, because that is how he is. He is
quiet, mature, and determined.
Garwood always comes first with him,
and it always will.

On June 5, I am respectfully asking
that you join me in voting to re-elect
Mayor Charles Lombardo and his
team on Column B, so that he can
continue the progress that was started
under his leadership.

Rosemary Snow
Garwood

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Sergio Granados, chair
sgranados@ucnj.org

I write to strongly recommend that
Garwood elect Sean Benoit to Town
Council. I am a practicing attorney
and a colleague of Sean’s at a non-
profit organization where we advo-
cate for people with disabilities. It
has been my pleasure to work with
Sean on cases where he successfully
fought to secure educational oppor-
tunities for children with disabilities
who were incarcerated in New
Jersey’s juvenile justice system.

Sean’s professional accomplish-
ments suggest he will achieve simi-
larly excellent results for his town as

he does for his clients. Sean develops
excellent rapport with clients and with
other attorneys. He listens to his ad-
versaries and they respect his reason-
ableness. I know that Sean will work
tirelessly on behalf of his town’s resi-
dents, listen to all residents’ points of
view, and support town government
like how he advocates for clients:
with an inquisitive and measured ap-
proach.

I have witnessed firsthand Sean’s
passionate advocacy on behalf of
people with disabilities, and his skill
and knowledge as a first-rate attor-
ney. To vote for Sean is to recognize
that all residents of Garwood would
benefit from his considerate profes-
sionalism.

August Lincoln Pozgay
West Windsor, NJ

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tamanoir – The three-toed anteater
2. Winnock – A window
3. Wether – A castrated ram
4. Talion – Punishment that exacts a

penalty just like the crime

PUCERON
1. Covered with a hairy substance or

wool
2. A gum resin which oozes from the

Indian hemp
3. Second-class; something of lesser

value
4. Plant louse

JUGAL
1. Snarly; tangled
2. Idle babble or chat
3. The cheekbone
4. Boisterous; noisy

PUERILISM
1. Childishness
2. An irritation; annoyance
3. Acting indiscreetly; carelessly
4. Very small amount; a pinch

JORUM
1. Discontent
2. A large bowl or vessel for drinking
3. Soreness in the eyes
4. A boat hoist used for raising and

lowering smaller boats

ODDS, SPORTS BETS
ROB US ALL.

Saluting Our Hometown Heroes
During National EMS Week

This Sunday through next Friday, May 20 to 26, is
National Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Week,
an annual observance presented by the American
College of Emergency Physicians in partnership
with the National Association of EMTs. It is an
opportunity for all of us to salute and express our
appreciation to our local first aid squads, who faith-
fully answer calls 24 hours a day, 365 days a year,
often under the most dire of circumstances.

EMS units within our immediate area have served
several generations of residents and visitors, with some
marking milestone anniversaries in 2018. The
Mountainside Rescue Squad is celebrating its 80th
year of service this year; the Fanwood Rescue Squad its
70th, and the Cranford First Aid Squad its 65th. Other
squads either recently achieved or are soon to attain
such distinctions. The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad has
been active for 81 years, while the Garwood First Aid
Squad will reach its 80th anniversary next year.

Equally distinguished for their longevity are the
Westfield Rescue Squad, with 67 years of service, as
well as the Clark and Berkeley Heights squads,
which marked their 75th anniversaries in 2016 and
2017, respectively.

These units are not only impressive in their lengths
of service, but because all are staffed by volunteers,
some of whom have been squad members for de-
cades. For some, squad service has become a family
tradition, with several members of one family volun-

teering on the same squad.
Yet today, many EMS units are facing serious

challenges. One such challenge is maintaining suf-
ficient membership to provide coverage for the
communities they serve, especially during daytime
shifts. With most households requiring a two-couple
income, plus childcare and/or eldercare and other
responsibilities, many people have scant time left
for volunteer activities. Financial solvency is an-
other serious issue for squads, which often rely
exclusively on donations to maintain their opera-
tions, including ambulances, clothing and medical
equipment and training.

EMS members frequently are ordinary people
who are suddenly called into extraordinary situa-
tions, responding to illness or injury, natural or
human-caused disasters, from small-scale incidents
to catastrophic events. Inclement weather can pose
additional hurdles for emergency responders deal-
ing with already difficult situations, as was the case
during the series of nor’easters this past winter.

In acknowledgement of National EMS Week, but
also in perpetual gratitude, we salute all the men and
women who serve as emergency responders. They
are indeed “hometown heroes,” and we hope all
individuals with the ability to do so will consider
joining their ranks. We also congratulate our local
squads on their anniversaries and wish all of them a
prosperous future.

Many Questions Remain On
Proposed Temporary Ice Rink

Many questions still remain on a proposal by the
owner of Union Sports Arena on Route 22 to construct
a temporary ice rink over the existing basketball
courts at Gumbert Park here in Westfield. The rink
would operate from November 1 to March 1. Neigh-
bors of the park, in our view, are rightfully concerned
over aspects ranging from the noise from chillers that
keep the ice cold to additional traffic this facility
would generate.

When residents bought their homes near Gumbert
they knew that this park was heavily used for baseball
games, soccer, basketball, as well as tennis and hand-
ball. They likely, however, did not envision ice hockey
being played there, and during the winter months and
nights as the temporary rink would operate from 3:15
p.m. to 9 p.m. on weekdays and 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. on
weekends, and be lighted at night. The owner has said
he needs to be in operation 50 hours a week in order
to make the rink profitable. Mayor Shelley Brindle
said the rink would be used as a practice facility for
Westfield High School’s ice hockey teams and local
hockey club teams. Will the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation be brought into these discussions, as they have
jurisdiction over the high-school sports programs?

Gumbert Park is located near the Garwood border
on South Chestnut Street and North Avenue across
from the ShopRite, an area that is already a traffic
nightmare. The town has stated it will institute a
regular police patrol presence to enhance security.
Will the extra police be needed to direct traffic or
patrol the area and, if so, will that cost fall on Westfield
taxpayers or Union Sports Arena? Our fear is this

facility will cause additional significant traffic back-
ups on North Avenue and cause traffic to cut through
side streets.

At last week’s town council meeting, Mayor Brindle
stated that her belief is the rink would enable the town
to benefit from an “existing underutilized asset,”
providing “a recreation facility to the community at
almost no cost to taxpayers,” and supposedly Ken
Anderson, the owner of Union Sports Arena, said he
will pay all the related costs. Will there be any costs
to Westfield and/or town residents? Will Mr. Ander-
son be paying rent to Westfield for use of the park?
Will the town require the rink owner to provide
liability insurance in the event there are any pedestri-
ans, players, or any person injured during the rink’s
hours of operations?

Mayor Brindle has said the facility is underutilized.
Why does she feel this way? Also, would placing an
ice hockey rink over the basketball courts have the
potential to deteriorate the asphalt courts? And if that
were to occur, would Union Sports Arena be liable to
pay to re-surface the basketball courts?

Also, noise levels of the chiller are to be at 70 to 90
decibels, which is as loud as a freight train 49 feet
away? Will the chiller be running 24 hour a day? How
will the continuous noise levels affect neighbors and
park users?

We suggest that other less intense locations like Sid
Fay/Houlihan or Tamaques Park be considered as
alternatives for the rink as increasing activities at
Gumbert, in our view, would only exacerbate existing
traffic and parking problems.


