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Cell Tower Approval Irks
Residents on Donato Circle

Downtown Comm. Redevel. Plan
Submission Expected In June

Planning Board Approves
Route 22 Site Renovation

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Last week’s
approval by the zoning board of adjust-
ment of a cell phone tower on west-
bound Route 22 set off a strong reaction
from residents living adjacent to the site
where the monopole will be constructed.

The board’s 5-to-2 vote on May 9
will allow Horvath Towers V to build a
105-foot monopole, with a five-foot-
high lightning rod, on a small piece of
land located on westbound Route 22
between a rental truck agency and a
small strip mall. T-Mobile will then
lease space on the pole and install nine
antennas at the 100-foot level.

Last September, the board rejected a
similar application by T-Mobile and

Horvath Towers V, a builder of cell
towers. T-Mobile then filed suit and a
Union County judge remanded the
matter to the zoning board, which held
its first new hearing on the application
on April 26.

Besides the monopole, plans call for
a concrete pad at the base of the pole,
with three equipment cabinets, as well
as an emergency generator powered by
a 120-gallon propane tank. The pole
itself is designed to be extendable, if
demand for space arises. Additionally,
there is space for antennas for one
carrier below T-Mobile’s and, if the
pole’s height were lengthened, space
for two more carriers above it.

Residents of the Donato Circle condo
development located directly behind

the site spoke out against the applica-
tion at the April 26 and May 9 hearings,
with concerns being the unsightly view
of the antennas from their properties,
worries about health risks from the
antennas, the effect on property values,
increased flood risk and the potential
for ice chunks falling off the pole dur-
ing the winter and possibly injuring
someone.

Attendance was greater at last week’s
hearing than at the April meeting after
flyers were taped to all residents’ front
doors and elsewhere in the complex
informing them of the hearing and urg-
ing their participation. Emotions ran
high last week, especially after the board
denied a request by Donato Circle resi-
dents late in the evening for a continu-
ation of the hearing so they could return
with an attorney to assist with their
opposition to the tower. After the board
voted to approve the application, resi-
dents yelled at board members from
their seats and also confronted them
outside the building afterwards.

Criticism of the board’s approval
continued for several days on social
media, and several residents planned to
meet this week to discuss the possibility
of appealing the board’s decision.

Donato Circle resident Lisa Riedell
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
she opposed the tower “being built so
close to our community,” which, she
pointed out, shares a border with the
“beautiful, preserved land of the
Watchung Reservation that many
people in the county enjoy walking
through.” She said she favors appeal-
ing the board’s approval, “and at least
try to fight T-Mobile again.”

“My rights as a concerned taxpayer
have evaporated in front of my eyes,”
said Donato Circle resident Amy Tsang,
who described herself as “beyond dis-
appointed, disgusted and frustrated.”
She told The Times that her child’s
bedroom “directly overlooks this mas-
sive 105-foot tower with extended an-
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SCOTCH PLAINS — Members
of the downtown redevelopment
committee are still aiming to have a
redevelopment plan for the first
phase of the downtown written and
ready to submit to the township
council by next month.

Thomas Strowe, the township’s
redevelopment coordinator, says the
plans are in the process of being
written and that committee mem-
bers are waiting to receive the re-
sults of a needs-assessment ques-
tionnaire that was recently distrib-
uted to committee members as well

as business and property owners in
the Phase 1 area. The survey is fo-
cused on services in the downtown,
both current and future, such as
parking, streetscape, jitney service,
etc. Responses from that survey will
be incorporated into the redevelop-
ment plan, which will start with the
municipal-owned properties on Park
Avenue and at the library on Bartle
Avenue.

Two or three new parking struc-
tures will be needed in the down-
town to accommodate the new de-
velopment, which will include not
only several hundred housing units
and retail and commercial space,
but also a new library and possibly
a new community center. It is likely
those parking facilities will be situ-
ated on each side of Park Avenue —
in the block where the library now
stands, in the present municipal
parking lot next to town hall and
possibly a third locale such as be-
hind the stores on Park Avenue be-
tween Bartle Avenue and Westfield
Avenue.

In addition, The Musial Group,
an architectural and engineering
firm, is conducting a study regard-
ing the future locations of the po-
lice and north-side fire departments,
the rescue squad and the adminis-
trative offices presently housed in

the municipal building. Mr. Strowe
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that, “figuring out [where
those offices will be housed] will be
the biggest part of the redevelop-
ment process.”

After the redevelopment plan is
finalized, it will be submitted to the
council — and if approved by the
governing body, then requests for
proposals from developers could
be issued. Interested developers also
will be urged to include their own
ideas in proposals they end up sub-
mitting.

At next month’s committee meet-
ing, it is expected that several ren-
derings of possible building designs
will be provided to committee mem-
bers for their evaluation. Mr. Strowe
said the choices for the exteriors of
any new buildings will basically be
between a more colonial look and a
more modern one. The design
choices will be taken from a visual-
preference survey conducted last
year where committee members sub-
mitted renderings and photographs
of buildings in other downtowns
that might be suitable for Scotch
Plains.

On Tuesday, June 12, a town hall
meeting will be held in Scotch
Plains, and Assemblywoman Holly
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SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board gave its unanimous ap-
proval on Monday night to a site
plan application that will merge two
lots into one, raze an existing build-
ing and renovate another building
to serve as an appliance showroom.

Adjoining lots at 2586 and 2590
Route 22 will be merged into a single
lot, according to engineer Thomas
Quinn, who testified on behalf of
2590 Route 22 LLC, which is pur-
chasing the properties. An existing
two-story masonry building and an
existing garage will be taken down,
while the existing one-story brick
building on the eastern lot will be
renovated and repurposed.

Joseph Mazrahi, a principal with
2590 Route 22 LLC, told the board
at the Monday hearing that the build-
ing will be turned into an appliance
and electronics showroom that will
be leased to Appliance Palace. He
said most of the company’s vendors
— such as General Electric, Whirl-

pool, Electrolux and Frigidaire —
“require us to have a showroom” so
that customers can see in person the
appliances they are interested in
purchasing.

Most of the company’s business
is online and Mr. Mazrahi said buy-
ers will not be picking up washers,
refrigerators and the like at the Route
22 location. Instead, they will do so
at the company’s warehouse in Cran-
ford. He added that purchases of
small household appliances such as
toasters could take place at the Route
22 location. Mr. Mazrahi estimated
that two employees would work at
the Route 22 site, which will be
open six days a week and was the
former home to a printing company.

Mr. Quinn, the engineer, said that
a buffer area of new fencing and
plantings will be added between the
rear of the site and the backyards of
adjoining properties that front on
Mountain Avenue. New exterior
lighting also will be installed at the
site, and Mr. Mazrahi agreed that
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Beth Sullivan
Sales Associate
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C. 908.578.3812

Colleen Berg
Broker Sales Associate
Top Sales
C. 908.337.0428

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FRESH PRODUCE...A few raindrops didn't keep people away from opening day of the Scotch Plains Farmers’ Market on
Saturday, which runs weekly into November.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DO YOU WANT A PICKLE WITH THAT?...This family looks over the selection
available from Pickle Licious at Saturday’s Scotch Plains Farmers’ Market.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TALKING DOWNTOWN REDEVELOPMENT...Scotch Plains Mayor
Alexander Smith, right, speaks with a resident about the latest downtown
redevelopment efforts at Saturday's first Farmers’ Market of the season.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AWARD WINNERS...Westfield Historical Society President Nancy Priest, cen-
ter, presents New Jersey State and Union County resolutions to Westfield Leader/
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times Publisher Horace Corbin, recipient of the Society’s
Trustees’ Award, and Mary Orlando, winner of The President’s Award,  at the
society’s 50-year anniversary dinner on May 11 at Echo Lake Country Club.
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Council Officially Names
Site Frazee House Park

By FRED T. ROSSI
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SCOTCH PLAINS — The third
time’s the charm, at least when it
comes to settling on a name for the
six-acre property where the historic
Frazee House sits. At its meeting on
Tuesday, the township council passed
a resolution naming the site Frazee
House Park, the name it had origi-
nally agreed to earlier in the year
before several residents urged that
the name be altered to acknowledge
the Terry-Lou Zoo that was located at
the site for decades.

In April, the council voted to
change the name to Frazee House
Park at Terry Lou Acres, but that
name was met with resistance from
members of the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Rotary Frazee House Com-
mittee, which is overseeing the res-
toration of the Revolutionary War-
era house where a confrontation took
place in 1777 between Betty Frazee
and two British generals. Andrew
Calamaras, the Rotary committee’s
president, said earlier this month
that the newest name was “histori-
cally inaccurate,” noting that the
house itself is formally known as
the Elizabeth and Gershom Frazee
House and will be called by that
name once the renovations are com-
pleted. He also said that is how the
house is named in state and federal
historic registries.

Prior to the council’s unanimous
vote this week to name the site Frazee
House Park, Councilman John Del
Sordi, Jr. asked, half in jest and half in
seriousness in reference to the
council’s series of name changes, “Are
we crystal clear” about the name
change? Mayor Alexander Smith said
there will be signage at the park to

acknowledge the zoo and its history.
In other business, Township Man-

ager Al Mirabella said that Thursday,
May 24, will be the cut-off date for
residents to sign up for the June bulk-
waste pickup. The fee is $115. He
also said the township will receive a
$100,000 county infrastructure grant
to be used for road repairs and a
$25,000 grant for an inclusive play-
ground to be installed at Brookside
Park. The council also approved an
ordinance appropriating $325,000
from the state Department of Trans-
portation for resurfacing of Westfield
Road.

Mayor Smith said he spoke with
residents at last Saturday’s Farmers’
Market and the number-one topic was
potholes. Mr. Mirabella said public
works crews are still repairing pot-
holes and urged residents to report
any potholes on the township’s
website.

The council chambers on Tuesday
were bedecked with large orange rib-
bons, and the mayor wore an orange
necktie, all in recognition of gun vio-
lence awareness. The mayor read a
proclamation declaring Friday, June
1, as Gun Violence Awareness Day
and said the municipal building will
be lit in orange during the weekend of
June 1 to 3. The color orange is asso-
ciated with the day because hunters
typically wear orange clothing to mark
themselves when out in the woods,
and the mayor said the color “sym-
bolizes the value of human life.”

The mayor also read a proclama-
tion declaring the week of May 13 to
19 as Police Week. Police Chief Ted
Conley handed out police department
awards to members of his department
who, he said, went “above and be-
yond” the call of duty last year.
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