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Residents Object to Temp.
Hockey Rink at Gumbert

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Dozens of
homeowners worried about the im-
pact of the proposed construction of a
temporary seasonal ice rink on the
parking lot at Gumbert Park voiced
serious concerns at Monday night’s
recreation commission meeting over
potential traffic, parking and exces-
sive noise.

In response to an inquiry from a
resident of South Chestnut Street, the
commission advised that, to its knowl-
edge, no traffic or parking studies have
been done. The issue of bright lights,

bus parking and the environmental
impact of idling buses on air quality
have not yet been determined.
Homeowners in the impacted area also
raised concerns about the installation
of rows of portable toilets, the noise
from the chillers and compressors that
will operate 24 hours a day, seven days
a week, and the rink’s hours of opera-
tion, which will be from 3 p.m. to 10
p.m. on weekdays and 7 a.m. to 10
p.m. on weekends.

Several residents asked pointed
questions about how the town-owned
park, which is protected by the state
Green Acres program, can be turned
over to a private for profit company
and how the “privatization of public
property” was appropriate and consis-
tent with the town’s Green Team mis-
sion. Others expressed concern over a
perceived lack of transparency over
the terms and conditions of the pro-
posal and asked for assurances from
the commission that the public will be
kept informed.

Ken Anderson, the owner of Union
Sports Arena, has advised that the
facility would need to operate 50 hours
a week in order to be profitable and has
promised to make the facility avail-
able for public skating.

On behalf of Westfield Ice Hockey,
John McDevitt acknowledged that
Nomehegan Swim Club in Westfield
had refused to let its parking lot be
used for the temporary rink and re-

minded the public that the hockey rink
was to be a “trial” project and sug-
gested that concerns over noise, traffic
and safety could be addressed by the
Westfield Town Council.

In other business, Councilman
Michael Dardia advised that it was
still not possible to project when the
town’s Master Plan will be completed,
but that a planner will likely be hired
by the end of June. Recreation Direc-
tor Don Bogardus said registration for
the popular summer playground camp
program is ongoing. According to Mr.
Bogardus, as of May 7, 233 students
have registered for the summer play-
ground program and 134 of those reg-
istrations were done via the new online
system. In addition, after meeting with
Joseph Malanga, the principal of Wil-
son Elementary School, and resolving
his concerns over the overlapping play-
ground and extended-school-year pro-
gram, there will be a playground camp
at Wilson this summer.

Mr. Bogardus stated that automated
external defibrillators (AEDS) have
been installed at all of the parks and
fields. Commission members Peter
Echausse and Larry McDermott urged
the public to comply with the no-park-
ing rules at Tamaques Park. They ad-
vised on a recent weekend there were
more than 40 cars parked on the grass
at the park, which is a serious threat to
public safety and damaging to the
fields.

Eatery to Close Two Days
If Unsat. Ratings Continue
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Sichuan Dynasty
owner Xinsong Yang, at Monday’s
Board of Health meeting, agreed to a
two-day establishment closure upon any
additional unsatisfactory or condition-
ally satisfactory ratings within the next
year.

Principal health inspector Helen
Mendez said Sichuan Dynasty since
2015 has received two unsatisfactory
ratings and four conditionally satisfac-
tory ratings. Ms. Mendez said that when
a restaurant receives three less-than-
satisfactory inspection ratings consecu-
tively, “there must be a hearing” to
address the non-compliance.

Mr. Yang said Sichuan Dynasty, lo-
cated at 515 South Avenue, West, is the
“only authentic Chinese food cuisine in
the area.” He said he wants to comply
with health standards, doing everything
possible to serve his “many loyal cus-
tomers.”

“If you successfully maintain com-
pliant health standards there will be no
penalty,” said health board member
Neal Snitow, addressing Mr. Yang’s

concerns with the financial impact a
two-day business closure would incur.

“Yes. Yes. Tomorrow,” said Mr. Yang,
replying to the board’s request for a
reasonable timeline for when he will
become a “certified food handler.” The
certified food handler designation re-
quires training and passing a test, Ms.
Mendez said.

Mr. Yang said he has placed signs
outlining proper sanitary methods
throughout his kitchen reminding staff
how to clean their hands thoroughly.

Ms. Mendez said the restaurant’s
violations include food-contact surfaces
not properly cleansed, food not pro-
tected properly from contamination,
and food in storage not protected from
contamination.

“Food safety is most important for
the customer. We fry and only cook
food well. We never serve any food raw
or uncooked,” Mr. Yang said.

Ms. Mendez said Sichuan Dynasty’s
unsatisfactory rating was the result of
rodent droppings being found in a base-
ment where a food storage container (a
freezer) was present.
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
HAVING A BLAST…These kids enjoy the rides at Sunday’s Spring Fling in downtown Westfield, the 23rd year the fair has
been held. Activities such as sand art, plus many different selections of food, also were featured along with some 200 local
merchants.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MILES FOR MOMS...These runners compete in the Miles for Moms 5K in
Nomahegan Park in Cranford on Sunday morning. The event benefits the
Mothers’ Center of Central New Jersey, a 501(c)(3) non-profit.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
PIE IN THE FACE…What’s more fun at a street fair, like Sunday’s Spring Fling
in downtown Westfield, than an old-fashioned pie-eating contest? This one
features winner Nicole Warman, who beat other members of her family and
friends for bragging rights.

Westfield to Hire Consultant
Regarding Master Plan

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Town Planner
Donald Sammet stated at Monday’s
planning board meeting that the town’s
master plan drafting will be “unlike
any other master plan drafted.”
Westfield will solicit bids from con-
sulting firms that specialize in park-
ing consulting and planning consult-
ing. Mr. Sammet said Mayor Shelley
Brindle and the planning board have
decided the master plan drafting will
be a “significant public participation
process.”

A master plan is a long-term plan-
ning document providing a concep-
tual layout to guide a municipality’s

future growth and development. Mas-
ter planning involves interrelating
buildings, social settings and their
surrounding environments. A master
plan includes analysis, recommenda-
tions and proposals for a community’s
population, economy, housing, trans-
portation, community facilities and
land use. The plan is based on public
input, surveys, planning initiatives,
existing development, physical char-
acteristics and social and economic
conditions.

Mr. Sammet said a community fo-
rum will be available online allowing
public access to the eventual master
plan once it is completed. Mr. Sammet
said specifics on further public par-

ticipation have not been finalized,
but are considered top priority.

Mayor Brindle said that hiring a
parking consultant to assess parking
concerns as Westfield continues to
evolve is important and interrelated
to the master plan.

“All (master plan and parking) need
to be in concert. They may run paral-
lel as they are thought out. However,
they must be orchestrated in har-
mony,” Mayor Brindle said.

Planning Board member and
Westfield Historic Preservation Com-
mission liaison Michael LaPlace said
he is “glad the downtown” is a major
focus in the new master plan. Mr.
LaPlace said he wanted the planning
board to reflect the relevance historic
preservation has in Westfield’s fu-
ture.

Planning Board member and Coun-
cilwoman Linda Habgood said she
noticed the current master plan
“doesn’t say anything about historic
preservation.”

Mayor Brindle said she spoke with
leaders from other towns such as Sum-
mit who stated, regarding Summit’s
master plan, that “historic preserva-
tion is rolling through everything they
do.”

During the business portion of the
meeting, 570 Westfield Avenue, LLC
was unanimously approved to reno-
vate a first-floor addition to allow for
medical offices on the first and sec-
ond floors with a residential apart-
ment on the third floor.

Dr. Robert Panza said he owns and
operates 570 Westfield Avenue, LLC.
Dr. Panza said he wants to develop an
office where his daughter can operate
her own medical practice. The
applicant’s architect, Robert Algarin,
said the front porch will be rebuilt
and a building in the rear is beyond
repair. Mr. Algarin stated that removal
of the structure in the back will allow
for more office space.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
A SPRING TRADITION…Once again Sunday’s annual Spring Fling street fair
attracted thousands to downtown Westfield for the diverse selections of food,
musical entertainment and rides as well as local merchants.

Garwood Residents Raise
Concerns Over Demolition

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Tempers flared and
voices were raised at the Tuesday meet-
ing of the Borough Council as parents of
Lincoln School students and dozens of
residents expressed concerns regarding
the possible impact on public health
from the ongoing demolition of the aban-
doned Casale property, which also is
known as the Russo I development prop-
erty.

Mayor Charles Lombardo read a pre-
pared statement in which he advised that
a town hall meeting will be held on
Wednesday, May 30, at 7 p.m., at Lin-
coln School. Representatives from Russo
Development and their attorney, Chris-
topher Minks, will attend the meeting
and answer questions from the public
regarding the environmental impact of
the demolition project.

The mayor said the current climate of
fear, misinformation and pandemonium
must stop and reminded the public that
asbestos abatement and all demolition
activities are heavily regulated and moni-

tored by multiple state and local agen-
cies including the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(DEP). The mayor noted that he has seen
decades of demolition and construction
in the community, including the ShopRite
on North Avenue and the Pointe and
Mews apartments, all of which were
built without the outrage and misinfor-
mation that has surrounded the Russo
project. He urged residents to trust the
process and reminded them that all of
their elected representatives live in the
community and would never place the
health of the residents at risk. He con-
cluded his remarks by urging
homeowners to trust their government to
keep them safe and to obtain accurate
information from government officials,
and noted, “There are many what ifs in
life. Living in Garwood should not be
one of them.”

Several members of the public cheered
and applauded after Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro made a statement in which she
explained that residents’ concerns were
justified, noting that they have reported
seeing Russo employees in HazMat suits
and other protective equipment while
the students at Lincoln School, which is
less than 1,000 feet from the site, have no
protection from the large volumes of
dust. She outlined several steps which
she believes can be taken to improve
communication with the residents, sug-
gested posting warning signs at the site,
and proposed considering the possible
postponement of demolition until late
June when school is out of session.

Councilman Joseph Sarno reminded
those present that he serves on the plan-
ning board, and based on all of the data
and documents that he has reviewed, he
is confident that the environmental im-
pact to the community will be minimal

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Publisher’s Note
This week’s edition includes This

Is Westfield (46th Annual Edition).
It is mailed to every home in
Westfield, along with our subscrib-
ers in the many neighboring towns
and throughout the U.S. We hope
you enjoy this edition and become a
subscriber. Thank you to all who
made this possible.

Visit www.goleader.com to sub-
scribe, receive news briefs daily
when important things happen and
to access the archives of over 100
years. Please stay in touch.

Thank you,
Horace R. Corbin, Publisher
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MEET ITALIAN JEWELRY DESIGNER

Friday, May 11th • 5-8pm

PREVIEW ONE-OF-A-KIND

AND LIMITED EDITION

COLLECTIONS, PLUS MARCO

WILL PERSONALLY ENGRAVE

YOUR NEW & EXISTING

MARCO BICEGO PIECES

WESTFIELD

Warren Crossing is a new condominium development
brought to you by the award-winning homebuilders at
Elite Properties. Warren Crossing is thirty-five (35) new
townhomes built on Park View Drive, a cul-de-sac in
desirable Warren Township. Our sales professionals and
project managers pride themselves in making your
experience as pleasant and problem free as possible.
Our ultimate goal is the construction of the finest home
in a thoughtfully designed community to provide
satisfaction to the ever more sophisticated family and
homeowner of today.

www.warrencrossing.com

The Bryce The Coronado

The Denali The Eldorado

The Acadia

Jane Nicastro Disch
Email: jndrealtor@aol.com
Cell 908-313-7180

Paul F. Stillwaggon
Email: njestates@gmail.com
Cell 908-310-1358

Downsize Your Taxes! Ask Us How ... Starting in the
mid $800's - Home’s available for a Quick Delivery!

Councilwoman Cuccaro
Statement on Russo I Demo

With the demolition of Russo I
fully underway and in full view of the
public eye it has now become a real
concern to many citizens in our town.
While we have been reassured by
Russo Developers that the demo will
be done professionally with the ut-
most of care, the public has brought
to our attention some legitimate con-
cerns in regards to the safety of their
children. One cannot argue with their
concerns when they see Russo con-
struction in full P.P.E. gear, ventilator
masks, and asbestos jump suits, all
while their kids wear shorts and t-
shirts as they walk below not 20 feet
away. Common sense would tell you
there is something wrong here. While
it is no secret that I was the only
councilperson who voted against this
project, I realize the project will move
forward, but I suggest we proceed in
a more informative, safe, and respon-
sible direction.

I have a few proposals of how we
can better reassure the public of their
safety;

1. How will it be monitored and
overseen by the EPA.

2. Ask Russo developers to delay
demo until Lincoln School is on sum-

mer recess June 20.
To ensure the safety of children

from both airborne pollutants and
possible falling debris while walking
to and from school.

3. Ask the EPA to monitor the air
quality at Lincoln School while school
is in session.

4. In addition, I propose letters be
drafted to not only the parents of
Lincoln School children, but the en-
tire town listing a timeline of demo,
measures that will be taken to moni-
tor airborne pollutants, along with
times and dates to avoid the area.

5. Asbestos warning signs should
also be made visible to the public
along fence line.

In addition, as public officials it is
our duty to keep the public informed
and safe and I believe it is shameful to
suggest to our citizens that it is their
own fault for not being informed as
many on Borough Council and Plan-
ning Board have. It is our duty to
answer questions and go above and
beyond to keep the public informed.

Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
Garwood

Courtesy of Bill Howard
32ND AND LAST ST. PAUL’S CONCERT…Charles Banks, director of music at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, acknowledges the capacity crowd after conducting
the church’s annual Spring Concert Sunday. Mr. Banks retired after 32 years with
St. Paul’s. He will return to his native western North Carolina to live.

Bid Protest Delays Kehler
Stadium Project

WESTFIELD – A protest filed by
one of the vendors who bid on the
contract for the summer work on
Kehler Stadium will delay the project
by at least six weeks and may impact
Fall sports for Westfield Public
Schools, Business Administrator
Dana Sullivan announced at the May
8 board of education meeting.

Work on Kehler Stadium to replace
the turf field, track, blacktop, bleach-
ers and to renovate the bathrooms
was scheduled to begin this week
after the contract was awarded to the
lowest responsible bidder, Your Way
Construction, Inc. of Irvington. The
board approved the Kehler contract
on March 19.

“The district’s athletic department
worked to relocate Spring sports in
order for work on the stadium to
begin on time,” Ms. Sullivan said.

Ms. Sullivan reported that H & S
Construction and Mechanical, Inc. of
Elizabeth, the third lowest bidder in
the process, filed a bid protest which
was denied on April 13 by the Honor-
able Karen M. Cassidy, who presided
over the complaint proceedings in the
Superior Court of the County of Union.

On April 16, H & S Construction
and Mechanical filed an appeal which
will be heard on Thursday, June 7.

“The original complaint by H&S
was denied by Judge Cassidy. There-
fore, we feel this appeal lacks merit
and may seriously impact our Fall
sports program,” Ms. Sullivan said,
adding that the delay could be longer
if an immediate decision is not made
on the appeal.  “If H&S is success-
ful, the second lowest bidder will
have a claim to the Kehler Stadium
contract at an additional cost of ap-
proximately $250,000, which H&S
may also decide to challenge.”

Ms. Sullivan said plans for the
Kehler Stadium project have been
carefully reviewed for more than a
year, involving architects, engineers,
district administrators, members of
the board of education’s Facilities
and Finance Committees, and the full
board.

“If construction on the stadium is
not completed by this Fall, it will
impact the freshman, junior varsity
and varsity football program as well
as girls’ and boys’ soccer and field
hockey,” Ms. Sullivan concluded.

Council Seeks Ice Rink
Input From Town Residents

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Mayor Shelley Brindle
at Tuesday’s town council meeting stated
that the council and herself were willing to
hear any residents opinions supporting the
proposed temporary ice hockey rink at
Gumbert Park. Mayor Brindle stated that
Councilman Mark LoGrippo, Council-
woman Dawn Mackey and Councilman
Michael Dardia have spoken with neigh-
bors who have “expressed several con-
cerns regarding noise, traffic, and safety”
upon the rink’s construction. The Mayor
said a Facebook Live event will be held on
May 9 after this newspaper’s press time.

The Facebook Live conversation will
be led by Code Review subcommittee
Chairwoman and Councilwoman Mackey,
Union Sports Arena owner Ken Anderson
and Recreation Commission Chairman
Gary Fox.

Neighbors and residents will be able to
comment and provide feedback on the
Facebook Live link during the discussion
on the subcommittee’s findings, Mayor
Brindle stated.

“This proposal is just a proposal, and
many details are still to be determined,
which is why there hasn’t been a formal
presentation to the public just yet,” Mayor
Brindle said.

Currently, the rink is proposed as “tem-
porary,” operating for four months from
November 1 to March 1, the Mayor said.

Mayor Brindle said Mr. Anderson is
“fronting all of the costs” and has commit-
ted to making permanent improvements to
the park by adding sidewalks and improv-
ing the picnic area.

Resident Andrew Stillufsen said the
“cost would be born by the neighbors.”
Mr. Stillufsen said the park is busy from
April through November during the base-
ball season.

“The winter is the only time we had,”
said Mr. Stillufsen.

Mr. Stillufsen said he was concerned
with increased trash accumulation and
noise from a “chiller” operating non-stop
to keep the ice frozen. Mr. Stillufsen said
the neighbors when moving in realized
there were baseball fields but they did not
expect a hockey rink to be operating in the
park.

“I live around the corner from Gumbert
and walk there regularly and drive by it
almost daily. As a result, I am intimately
familiar with pedestrian and traffic is-
sues,” Mayor Brindle said.

The proposed ice rink is purposed with
providing a practice facility for Westfield
High School ice hockey teams and local
club hockey teams, the Mayor said.

“We have dreamed about this thing for
years. It is the right time to see if it works.
I am excited to work with council and
expand it to the overall community,” said
resident and Westfield Hockey Club board
member John McDevitt.

Mayor Brindle said “her belief is” the
rink would enable the town to benefit from
an “existing underutilized asset,” provid-
ing “a recreation facility to the community
at almost no cost to taxpayers.”

However, the proposal is being “vetted”
with operation hours and traffic impacts
being analyzed, stated Mayor Brindle.

Mayor Brindle stated the discussed
hockey schedule would be less intensive
in expected user traffic than compared to
baseball season.

“The limited parking in Gumbert Park
means cars and buses bringing players in
from throughout the county will be parked
and idling on the surrounding streets and
neighborhood,” said resident Colleen
Meacock.

Ms. Meacock stated, “I also don’t think”
the noise pollution, light pollution, traffic
congestion, and “NHL size for a profit ice
rink in a Green Acres park is in keeping
with a healthy environment.”

Resident Frank Dill said he has in-
stalled many chillers similar to the ones
used to keep the ice rink frozen ad that it is
a “definite concern for him” because “you
can’t ever shut them down.”

Mr. Dill said rinks in other towns have
caught fire because a faulty chiller was
involved.

Resident Matt Calder said he is both a

neighbor who lives “close to Gumbert”
while also a parent who coaches his
children’s hockey teams. Chillers operate
at 70 decibels to 90 decibels, a noise not
heard from more than 100 feet away, Mr.
Calder said. He said each home is 200 feet
to 300 feet from the proposed rink.

“I had to turn kids away from the sport,”
said Mr. Calder, expressing the need for
more rink time and room for more Westfield
players on available ice.

Girls’ Varsity Ice Hockey Player Alex
Sumas said the interest in girls’ ice hockey
is immense.

“We have 23 players on our bench.
That’s a huge bench,” said Alex Sumas,
describing how Westfield High School
students including females are interested
in hockey.

She said her schedule when working
with hockey beginners is instructional with
the instruction being hindered by one-
hour time limits imposed at current rinks.

Varsity Boys’ Hockey Player Logan
Calder said he had to make a choice be-
tween academics and sports because his
practice schedule was so demanding be-
cause he had to travel to practice. Logan
said every other team at Westfield High
School has practice for several hours, on
location in Westfield.

Logan said the rink would open a part-
time job market for students who could
teach ice skating or the sport to peers and
younger athletes. He said the rink would
need referees for games, suggesting older
players could referee hockey games for
younger players.

“If this proves successful, future invest-
ment might be justified to enable it to be
installed in another location. Gumbert en-
ables us to trial it so that we can assess
afterwards,” Mayor Brindle said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Demolition

Sunny Acres Seeks Historic
Desig.; Verizon Gets Var.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A parking variance
and design waiver was granted last
Wednesday by the planning board to
allow parking spaces for additional
trucks at the Verizon office building,
used for its landline service, located on
the corner of Orange and Birchwood
Avenues. The parking will be shifted
from the current 255 regular parking
spaces down to 223, which is 25 spaces
short of the township zoning require-
ment, said F. Mitchell Ardman, engi-
neer and planner. To make way for
spaces for trucks, Verizon will remove
some regular-size spaces to make big-
ger stalls.

“There are never any parking issues.
It is a big open lot,” Mr. Ardman said.

Verizon is increasing its employees
at the site to 166, said Nick Havakian,
a representative for Verizon. “The site
has no visitors,” he said, and is only
used for employees. Verizon also is to
update its ADA parking to comply with
state and federal requirements, he said.

Verizon also will add a quonset hut
to store chillers, which are used off site
when there are power outages at other
Verizon sites where there are no gen-
erators.

The Historic Preservation Advisory
Board (HPAB) advised the planning
board that the board is to seek designa-
tion of the Sunny Acres neighborhood
as an historic district in Cranford. The
move is largely spearheaded by the
Sunny Acres Civic and Improvement
Association.

Sunny Acres, located on the south-
ern edge of Cranford between the
Rahway River and Raritan Road, was
the first planned residential develop-
ment by the Sears Modern Homes divi-
sion that were not kit-style homes, said
Kinney Clark, a member of the HPAB.
Sunny Acres was developed in the early
1940s with a mix of mid-century de-
signed Cape Cod Colonial-style homes
specifically marketed to working-class
families. Today, 134 homes of the total
172 homes in the development retain
their original design, Mr. Clark ex-
plained.

If the designation was to be accepted
by the township, Sunny Acres would be
the first local historic district in Cran-
ford, Mr. Clark said.

The HPAB will hold a public meet-
ing on Wednesday, May 30, at the com-
munity center, after which the HPAB is
to decide if it will make a formal recom-
mendation to the township committee.
The meeting time was not specified.

Sunny Acres meets national register
criteria A and C to define its historic
designation, Mr. Clark said.

“I can’t underscore enough how much
their dedication to their neighborhood
and community at large has inspired
this request and proposal. They have
opened our eyes as to the significance
of this neighborhood,” Mr. Clark said
of the Sunny Acres Civic and Improve-
ment Association.

Should the area be given the historic
designation, homeowners would not
have any regulatory criteria to uphold
should the homeowner decide to make

any changes to their property, Mr. Clark
said. Guidelines could be provided to
homeowners as to how to retain the
original architectural design standards
to serve as a resource, Mr. Clark said.

Planning board member Julie
Didzbalis said, “I think it is important
to try and move forward with that
plan...You’ll keep this town in the
quaint feeling that we like it to stay.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Master Plan
Mr. Algarin said he did not expect the

hearing to be more architecturally spe-
cific nor focused because he focused his
testimony on a site-plan review.

“I am not asking you to dress it up. I am
asking you to rebuild it,” Planning Board
Chairman Robert Newell said.

The office will have historic aesthetics
pertinent to Westfield while involving a
futuristic design.

“I agree with attention between old
and new (architectural aesthetics). Bring
her back, while adding elements that are
more progressive, such as a 2020 look or
a 2030 look,” board member Anastasia
Harrison said.

Applicant Samuel Michael Strauss of
942 Summit Avenue moved his applica-
tion hearing to the June planning board
meeting. Testimony was heard from the
applicant and commentary was provided
by several neighbors objecting to the
application.

The applicant’s attorney, Jim Foerst,
said the applicant will need “ample time,”
or the next month, to further research the
property’s history and its relation to a
designated Green Acres land in the neigh-
borhood.

Mr. Strauss began his testimony by
stating he is seeking to subdivide the

property for economic reasons regarding
his daughter who lives in the home. Mr.
Strauss said his grandchildren “always
lived in Westfield and want to stay in the
Westfield schools.”

Mr. Sammet said property records show
the property was once two lots in 1931
and a different lot configuration was re-
corded showing what “resembles the cur-
rent lot configuration” in 1989.

Mr. Foerst said the property is much
bigger than is needed for one house. He
stated if not allowed to subdivide, the
applicant will have to sell to a developer
who may knock down the current house
and erect a home not fitting with the
neighborhood.

Mr. Foerst said the applicant is propos-
ing a subdivision with two homes with a
5,500-square-foot lot area in a zone where
the minimum lot area required is 6,000
square feet.

Resident Lily Yucetepe said she ob-
jects to the application because a two-
home development would eliminate 11
trees facing Dunham Avenue.

Applicant 227 Elmer LLC was unani-
mously approved for a preliminary and
final major site plan approval with vari-
ances to extend a porch on the side of an
existing building.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Eateries
Mr. Yang said the basement area is

now “very clean” as the staff is moni-
toring the basement area. He said an
exterminator is contracted monthly to
assist in rodent and insect prevention.

Ms. Mendez explained that the first
unconditional satisfactory rating in-
volved a water blockage in the base-
ment that prevented proper sewage
disbursement.

Mr. Yang said the situation arose in
2015 and has been adequately ad-
dressed to not reoccur.

The board discussed vendor fees for
upcoming town events such as FestiFall
and the Farmers’ Markets. Tradition-
ally, a vendor seeking to set up a table
at either Spring Fling, which took place
on Sunday, or Festifall in September
would pay $75 per event, Health Of-
ficer Megan Avallone said.

The board of health is offering ven-
dors an “annual-temporary license”
for $150, which “includes vendor or
table space” at the Farmers’ Market,
FestiFall and Spring Fling, Ms.
Avallone said.

She said the $75 fees still apply for
vendors seeking a table at only one
event.

The Farmers’ Market vendor fee is
$150 even if a vendor does not attend
FestiFall or Spring Fling or does not
purchase an “annual-temporary li-
cense.”

The Farmers’ Market will be held
every Saturday from June through Oc-
tober, from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., at
the Westfield Train Station on North
Avenue, a change from previous years
when it was on the South Avenue side.

The board of health unanimously
supported state legislation curtailing
or “tightening” religious exemptions
from vaccinations, stated Ms. Avallone.
Currently, New Jersey state law allows
exemptions from mandatory vaccina-
tions based on religious beliefs or ex-
emptions.

The new legislation would elimi-
nate philosophical indifferences or dis-
agreements with mandatory vaccina-
tions to be included under religious
exemptions or allowed at all, stated
Ms. Avallone. Additional filing pro-
cesses and procedures would be added
for those individuals claiming reli-
gious exemptions.

and all of the work which the Russo em-
ployees are doing will comply with all
applicable regulations. He advised the pub-
lic that the next planning board meeting will
be held on Wednesday, May 23, and urged
all interested residents to attend the meeting
or, if they are unable to attend, to contact
him directly.

During the public comment portion of
the meeting, Greg Ruggiero, a father of four
and a resident of Pine Avenue, repeatedly
ignored the Mayor’s attempts to limit his
presentation to the allocated three minutes
and claimed that documents, which he ob-
tained from a Freedom of Information Act
request, revealed the presence of toxins and
other hazardous materials at the site, in-
cluding asbestos and PCBs. Mr. Ruggiero
displayed a large map which he alleged
depicted the homes in the “receptor zone,”
contended that work at the site was being
done without the proper permits, and ar-
gued the work placed the community’s
children at risk of developing respiratory
illness.

He claimed that the council should be
“ashamed of themselves” for scheduling a
town hall after the demolition had already
begun, accusing them of “making a mock-
ery” of the democratic process. Other speak-
ers claimed that their skepticism was justi-
fied because there had allegedly been a lack
of transparency over the demolition pro-
cess. Other residents, meanwhile, agreed
with the mayor that a campaign of misinfor-
mation had created a culture of fear in the
community.

In other business, Borough Engineer
Michael Disko made a detailed presenta-
tion on various infrastructure improvement
projects. Mr. Disko explained the process
for television inspections of a portion of the
community’s storm sewer lines and up-
dated the governing body and the public on
the status of the infrastructure upgrades
being done by American Water and
Elizabethtown Gas. There was consider-
able discussion regarding the cost benefit
analysis between Belgian block and con-
crete curbs, including the ease of repair,
weather resistance and aesthetics. A deci-
sion will be made after additional informa-
tion is obtained.
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Township Zoning Bd. Set To
Resume Cell Tower Hearing

Fanwood to Introduce Budget
May 21; Sewer Fee to Avg. $85

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil is expected to introduce the 2018
municipal budget at its next public
meeting on Monday, May 21, with a
public hearing in June. The increase
of the local tax portion of the budget
is expected to remain flat, Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Fred Tomkins told
resident Michael Lewis when asked
during public comment at Monday’s
agenda meeting.

The 2017 municipal budget had an
increase to the municipal tax levy of
2.42 percent. The average assessed
household had a tax increase of $61.45
in 2017.

This year’s taxes will not include
the sewerage use, which will be billed
separately to property owners in De-
cember 2018, Mr. Tomkins said. The
sewer fee is to be $85 on average and
will be based on the assessed valua-
tion of the property, according to Mr.
Tomkins.

The council adopted an ordinance
in a special meeting to pass an amend-
ment to the Land Use code pertaining
to affordable-housing development
fees. The amendment removes a sec-
tion pertaining to residential devel-
opment and replaces text that says a
person renovating and/or expanding
an existing family home, and expend-
ing 50 percent or less of the current
assessed value of such home in per-
forming such renovation and/or ex-
pansion shall be exempt from the
payment of a development fee.

At the next regular meeting, the
council has on its agenda to increase
the sewer connection fee to $1,000
for new residential properties, which
would be an increase from the $400
fee, Mr. Tomkins said.

The borough is in the midst of
forming an agreement with the
Plainfield Area Humane Society to
hire a humane law enforcement of-
ficer. This is a result of a bill passed
earlier this year that designates the
responsibility of pursuing animal cru-
elty cases to a county prosecutor ani-
mal cruelty task force in each county,
and a municipal humane law enforce-
ment officer appointed in each mu-
nicipality, instead of the private orga-
nization, the New Jersey Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(NJSPCA) as these cases were
handled previously. The NJSPCA was
accused by the State Commission on
Investigation of failing in its ability to
perform its tasks in animal-cruelty
cases, among a list of other viola-
tions. The borough has yet to negoti-
ate a fee for the use of the officer.

The bill says the duties of the mu-
nicipal humane law enforcement of-
ficer are to enforce, investigate and
sign complaints concerning any vio-
lation of the animal cruelty laws of
the state or ordinances of the munici-

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zon-
ing board of adjustment this week
resumed its hearing on an applica-
tion to build a 105-foot monopole,
with a five-foot-high lightning rod,
on a small piece of land located on
westbound Route 22 between a
rental truck agency and a small strip
mall.

Last September, the board re-
jected a similar application by T-
Mobile and Horvath Towers V, a
builder of cell towers. T-Mobile then
filed suit and a Union County judge
remanded the matter to the zoning
board, which held its first new hear-
ing on the application on April 26.
Horvath Towers V will build the
monopole and T-Mobile will then
lease space on the pole and install

nine antennas at the 100-foot level.
At the April hearing, a radio-fre-

quency engineer, an engineer and a
representative from Horvath testi-
fied. Several residents of the Donato
Circle condo development located
directly behind the site spoke out
against the application at that hear-
ing, with an initial complaint being
the perceived short notice with
which homeowners were notified
of the April 26 hearing.

Last year, residents mobilized for
several weeks in advance of the
September 2017 hearing, hired an
attorney to argue their case and
packed the hearing room by the
dozens. Last month, only about a
half dozen residents were in atten-
dance, but last week, notices were
distributed to all Donato Circle resi-

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
GOING BACK IN HISTORY...A groundbreaking ceremony was held on Saturday to officially mark the start of the exterior
restoration of the historic Frazee House in Scotch Plains. A total of  $700,000 of the $800,000 needed for the project has been raised
and work will begin this month. Mayor Al Amith and Township Manager/Union County Freeholder Alexander Mirabella,
members of the Scotch Plains Council and Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary members as well Freeholder Chairman Sergio Granados
and Freeholder Bruce Bergen attended the ceremony. Union County awarded $80,000  in grants towards the project.

Eatery to Close Two Days
If Unsat. Ratings Continue

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Sichuan Dynasty
owner Xinsong Yang, at Monday’s
Board of Health meeting, agreed to a
two-day establishment closure upon
any additional unsatisfactory or con-
ditionally satisfactory ratings within
the next year.

Principal health inspector Helen
Mendez said Sichuan Dynasty since
2015 has received two unsatisfactory
ratings and four conditionally satis-
factory ratings. Ms. Mendez said that

when a restaurant receives three less-
than-satisfactory inspection ratings
consecutively, “there must be a hear-
ing” to address the non-compliance.

Mr. Yang said Sichuan Dynasty,
located at 515 South Avenue, West, is
the “only authentic Chinese food cui-
sine in the area.” He said he wants to
comply with health standards, doing
everything possible to serve his “many
loyal customers.”

“If you successfully maintain com-
pliant health standards there will be
no penalty,” said health board mem-
ber Neal Snitow, addressing Mr.
Yang’s concerns with the financial
impact a two-day business closure
would incur.

“Yes. Yes. Tomorrow,” said Mr.
Yang, replying to the board’s request
for a reasonable timeline for when he
will become a “certified food han-
dler.” The certified food handler des-
ignation requires training and pass-
ing a test, Ms. Mendez said.

Mr. Yang said he has placed signs
outlining proper sanitary methods
throughout his kitchen reminding staff
how to clean their hands thoroughly.

Ms. Mendez said the restaurant’s
violations include food-contact sur-
faces not properly cleansed, food not
protected properly from contamina-
tion, and food in storage not pro-
tected from contamination.

“Food safety is most important for
the customer. We fry and only cook
food well. We never serve any food
raw or uncooked,” Mr. Yang said.

Ms. Mendez said Sichuan
Dynasty’s unsatisfactory rating was
the result of rodent droppings being
found in a basement where a food
storage container (a freezer) was
present.

Mr. Yang said the basement area is
now “very clean” as the staff is moni-
toring the basement area. He said an
exterminator is contracted monthly
to assist in rodent and insect preven-
tion.

Ms. Mendez explained that the first
unconditional satisfactory rating in-
volved a water blockage in the base-
ment that prevented proper sewage
disbursement.

Mr. Yang said the situation arose in
2015 and has been adequately ad-
dressed to not reoccur.

The board discussed vendor fees
for upcoming town events such as
FestiFall and the Farmers’ Markets.
Traditionally, a vendor seeking to set
up a table at either Spring Fling, which
took place on Sunday, or Festifall in
September would pay $75 per event,
Health Officer Megan Avallone said.

The board of health is offering ven-
dors an “annual-temporary license”

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
FANWOOD IS TREE CITY...Park Middle School students display the Tree City
USA at Fanwood’s delayed Arbor Day observance that occurred May 3 in
Carriage House Park off Watson Road. A beautiful day greeted the Fanwood
Shade Tree Commission, members of borough council and the Park Middle School
Environmental Club, who conducted an educational program on global warming
and tree mulching. For the 25th consecutive year, Fanwood was designated a Tree
City USA, a national program that recognize the value of trees. The event was
postponed from April 27 due to inclement weather.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
NEW PLACE FOR SENIORS...Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith and Municipal
Manager Al Mirabella met with senior citizens at the grand  opening of the new
Senior Café at the newly refurbished Shady Rest Clubhouse at the Scotch Hills
Country Club in Scotch Plains. They were joined by Parks and Recreation
Director D.J. Salvante, Scotch Plains Redevelopment Coordinator Tom Strowe,
Special Projects Coordinator Margaret Heisey, Executive Director of the Union
County Division on Aging, Fran Benson,  and Union County Manager Ed Oatman.
Some of the local residents that attended are Wells Perkins, Caroline Perkins and
Sue Chiaramonte. The lunches will be held every Tuesday from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m.  at the Shady Rest at Scotch Hills Country Club. For those  interested in
attending, please make your reservation by calling (908) 322-5151. Please see story
on  page 2.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch  Plains-Fanwood Times
HAVING A BLAST…These kids enjoy the rides at Sunday’s Spring Fling in
Downtown Westfield, the 23rd year the fair has been held. Sand art and  and many
different selections of food were also featured along with some 200 local mer-
chants.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Garwood Residents Raise
Concerns Over Demolition

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Tempers flared and
voices were raised at the Tuesday
meeting of the Borough Council as
parents of Lincoln School students
and dozens of residents expressed
concerns regarding the possible im-
pact on public health from the ongo-
ing demolition of the abandoned
Casale property, which also is known
as the Russo I development property.

Mayor Charles Lombardo read a
prepared statement in which he ad-
vised that a town hall meeting will be
held on Wednesday, May 30, at 7
p.m., at Lincoln School. Representa-
tives from Russo Development and
their attorney, Christopher Minks, will
attend the meeting and answer ques-
tions from the public regarding the
environmental impact of the demoli-
tion project.

The mayor said the current climate
of fear, misinformation and pande-
monium must stop and reminded the
public that asbestos abatement and
all demolition activities are heavily
regulated and monitored by multiple
state and local agencies including the
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP). The mayor
noted that he has seen decades of
demolition and construction in the
community, including the ShopRite
on North Avenue and the Pointe and
Mews apartments, all of which were
built without the outrage and misin-
formation that has surrounded the
Russo project. He urged residents to
trust the process and reminded them
that all of their elected representa-
tives live in the community and would
never place the health of the residents
at risk. He concluded his remarks by
urging homeowners to trust their gov-
ernment to keep them safe and to

obtain accurate information from
government officials, and noted,
“There are many what ifs in life. Liv-
ing in Garwood should not be one of
them.”

Several members of the public
cheered and applauded after Coun-
cilwoman Ileen Cuccaro made a state-
ment in which she explained that resi-
dents’ concerns were justified, noting
that they have reported seeing Russo
employees in HazMat suits and other
protective equipment while the stu-
dents at Lincoln School, which is less
than 1,000 feet from the site, have no
protection from the large volumes of
dust. She outlined several steps which
she believes can be taken to improve
communication with the residents,
suggested posting warning signs at
the site, and proposed considering
the possible postponement of demo-
lition until late June when school is
out of session.

Councilman Joseph Sarno re-
minded those present that he serves
on the planning board, and based on
all of the data and documents that he
has reviewed, he is confident that the
environmental impact to the commu-
nity will be minimal and all of the
work which the Russo employees are
doing will comply with all applicable
regulations. He advised the public
that the next planning board meeting
will be held on Wednesday, May 23,
and urged all interested residents to
attend the meeting or, if they are un-
able to attend, to contact him directly.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Greg Ruggiero, a
father of four and a resident of Pine
Avenue, repeatedly ignored the
Mayor’s attempts to limit his presen-
tation to the allocated three minutes
and claimed that documents, which
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MEET ITALIAN JEWELRY DESIGNER

Friday, May 11th • 5-8pm

PREVIEW ONE-OF-A-KIND
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COLLECTIONS, PLUS MARCO

WILL PERSONALLY ENGRAVE

YOUR NEW & EXISTING

MARCO BICEGO PIECES

WESTFIELD

Warren Crossing is a new condominium development
brought to you by the award-winning homebuilders at
Elite Properties. Warren Crossing is thirty-five (35) new
townhomes built on Park View Drive, a cul-de-sac in
desirable Warren Township. Our sales professionals and
project managers pride themselves in making your
experience as pleasant and problem free as possible.
Our ultimate goal is the construction of the finest home
in a thoughtfully designed community to provide
satisfaction to the ever more sophisticated family and
homeowner of today.

www.warrencrossing.com

The Bryce The Coronado

The Denali The Eldorado

The Acadia

Jane Nicastro Disch
Email: jndrealtor@aol.com
Cell 908-313-7180

Paul F. Stillwaggon
Email: njestates@gmail.com
Cell 908-310-1358

Downsize Your Taxes! Ask Us How ... Starting in the
mid $800's - Home’s available for a Quick Delivery!

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
THE VALUE OF TREES...Fanwood Shade Tree Commission Chairman Steve
Falco, with the Cub Scout color guard, makes a few comments at Fanwood’s Arbor
Day observance that occurred May 3 in Carriage House Park off Watson Road.
For the 25th consecutive year, Fanwood has been designated a Tree City USA, a
national program that acknowledges communities that recognize the value of
trees.

Susan M. Dougherty  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A SPRING TRADITION…Once again Sunday’s annual Spring Fling street fair
attracted thousands to Downtown Westfield for the diverse selections of food,
musical entertainment and rides, as well as local merchants.
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Eatery
for $150, which “includes vendor or
table space” at the Farmers’ Market,
FestiFall and Spring Fling, Ms.
Avallone said.

She said the $75 fees still apply for
vendors seeking a table at only one
event.

The Farmers’ Market vendor fee is
$150 even if a vendor does not attend
FestiFall or Spring Fling or does not
purchase an “annual-temporary li-
cense.”

The Farmers’ Market will be held
every Saturday from June through
October, from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.,
at the Westfield Train Station on North
Avenue, a change from previous years
when it was on the South Avenue side.

The board of health unanimously
supported state legislation curtailing
or “tightening” religious exemptions
from vaccinations, stated Ms.
Avallone. Currently, New Jersey state
law allows exemptions from manda-
tory vaccinations based on religious
beliefs or exemptions.

The new legislation would elimi-
nate philosophical indifferences or
disagreements with mandatory vac-
cinations to be included under reli-
gious exemptions or allowed at all,
stated Ms. Avallone. Additional fil-
ing processes and procedures would
be added for those individuals claim-
ing religious exemptions.

Council Seeks Ice Rink
Input From Town Residents

he obtained from a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act request, revealed the pres-
ence of toxins and other hazardous
materials at the site, including asbes-
tos and PCBs. Mr. Ruggiero displayed
a large map which he alleged de-
picted the homes in the “receptor
zone,” contended that work at the site
was being done without the proper
permits, and argued the work placed
the community’s children at risk of
developing respiratory illness.

He claimed that the council should
be “ashamed of themselves” for sched-
uling a town hall after the demolition
had already begun, accusing them of
“making a mockery” of the demo-
cratic process. Other speakers claimed
that their skepticism was justified be-
cause there had allegedly been a lack
of transparency over the demolition
process. Other residents, meanwhile,
agreed with the mayor that a campaign
of misinformation had created a cul-
ture of fear in the community.

In other business, Borough Engi-
neer Michael Disko made a detailed
presentation on various infrastruc-

pality, and to act as an officer for the
detection, apprehension and arrest of
offenders against the animal welfare
and animal cruelty laws of the state
and ordinances of the municipality.
The officer also is authorized by a
municipality to use a firearm in the
furtherance of the officer’s duties, if
the officer has completed a firearms
training course approved by the Po-
lice Training Commission and annu-
ally qualifies in the use of a revolver
or similar weapon.

In a downtown redevelopment up-
date, Elizabeth Jeffery, director of
Economic Development for the bor-
ough, said that Mara’s Café has
changed its name to Railside Café
and is expected to continue offering
the same items as it had previously.
Monk’s Home Improvement has
opened, and Rocco’s has opened for
the season.

Verizon has completed the removal
of its poles by the newly added pedes-
trian area behind the stores on Martine
Avenue, and the borough is to install
outdoor furniture in mid June. Stores
located there may add their own tables
and chairs to make for a place for
consumers to sit, eat and relax while
shopping in the area.

dents informing them of the renewed
effort by Horvath and T-Mobile and
urging people to attend the May 9
hearing, which took place after The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times had
gone to press this week.

At its regular meeting last Thurs-
day, the zoning board approved an
application by Eduardo Claudio to
renew a temporary operating per-
mit for three years that will allow
him to park a limousine in the drive-
way at 192 Mountainview Avenue.
Additionally, Michael Abadir was
given permission to extend the
kitchen at his home at 366 Ever-
green Boulevard by an additional
152 square feet into the rear yard.
Two other applications, both seek-
ing approval to install fences, were
rescheduled for the board’s Thurs-
day, June 7 meeting.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cell Tower

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Mayor Shelley
Brindle at Tuesday’s town council
meeting stated that the council and
herself were willing to hear any
residents opinions supporting the
proposed temporary ice hockey rink
at Gumbert Park. Mayor Brindle
stated that Councilman Mark
LoGrippo, Councilwoman Dawn
Mackey and Councilman Michael
Dardia have spoken with neighbors
who have “expressed several con-
cerns regarding noise, traffic, and
safety” upon the rink’s construc-
tion. The Mayor said a Facebook
Live event will be held on May 9
after this newspaper’s press time.

The Facebook Live conversation
will be led by Code Review sub-
committee Chairwoman and Coun-
cilwoman Mackey, Union Sports
Arena owner Ken Anderson and
Recreation Commission Chairman
Gary Fox.

Neighbors and residents will be
able to comment and provide feed-
back on the Facebook Live link
during the discussion on the
subcommittee’s findings, Mayor
Brindle stated.

“This proposal is just a proposal,
and many details are still to be de-
termined, which is why there hasn’t
been a formal presentation to the
public just yet,” Mayor Brindle said.

Currently, the rink is proposed as
“temporary,” operating for four
months from November 1 to March
1, the Mayor said.

Mayor Brindle said Mr. Ander-
son is “fronting all of the costs” and
has committed to making perma-
nent improvements to the park by
adding sidewalks and improving the
picnic area.

Resident Andrew Stillufsen said
the “cost would be born by the neigh-
bors.” Mr. Stillufsen said the park is
busy from April through November
during the baseball season.

“The winter is the only time we
had,” said Mr. Stillufsen.

Mr. Stillufsen said he was con-
cerned with increased trash accu-
mulation and noise from a “chiller”
operating non-stop to keep the ice
frozen. Mr. Stillufsen said the neigh-
bors when moving in realized there
were baseball fields but they did not
expect a hockey rink to be operat-
ing in the park.

“I live around the corner from
Gumbert and walk there regularly
and drive by it almost daily. As a
result, I am intimately familiar with
pedestrian and traffic issues,”
Mayor Brindle said.

The proposed ice rink is purposed
with providing a practice facility
for Westfield High School ice
hockey teams and local club hockey
teams, the Mayor said.

“We have dreamed about this
thing for years. It is the right time to
see if it works. I am excited to work
with council and expand it to the
overall community,” said resident
and Westfield Hockey Club board
member John McDevitt.

Mayor Brindle said “her belief
is” the rink would enable the town
to benefit from an “existing
underutilized asset,” providing “a
recreation facility to the commu-
nity at almost no cost to taxpayers.”

However, the proposal is being
“vetted” with operation hours and
traffic impacts being analyzed,
stated Mayor Brindle.

Mayor Brindle stated the dis-
cussed hockey schedule would be
less intensive in expected user traf-
fic than compared to baseball sea-
son.

“The limited parking in Gumbert
Park means cars and buses bringing
players in from throughout the
county will be parked and idling on
the surrounding streets and neigh-
borhood,” said resident Colleen
Meacock.

Ms. Meacock stated, “I also don’t
think” the noise pollution, light pol-
lution, traffic congestion, and “NHL
size for a profit ice rink in a Green
Acres park is in keeping with a
healthy environment.”

Resident Frank Dill said he has
installed many chillers similar to
the ones used to keep the ice rink
frozen ad that it is a “definite con-
cern for him” because “you can’t
ever shut them down.”

Mr. Dill said rinks in other towns
have caught fire because a faulty
chiller was involved.

Resident Matt Calder said he is
both a neighbor who lives “close to
Gumbert” while also a parent who
coaches his children’s hockey teams.
Chillers operate at 70 decibels to 90
decibels, a noise not heard from
more than 100 feet away, Mr. Calder
said. He said each home is 200 feet
to 300 feet from the proposed rink.

“I had to turn kids away from the
sport,” said Mr. Calder, expressing
the need for more rink time and
room for more Westfield players on
available ice.

Girls’ Varsity Ice Hockey Player
Alex Sumas said the interest in girls’
ice hockey is immense.

“We have 23 players on our bench.
That’s a huge bench,” said Alex
Sumas, describing how Westfield
High School students including fe-
males are interested in hockey.

She said her schedule when work-
ing with hockey beginners is in-
structional with the instruction be-
ing hindered by one-hour time lim-
its imposed at current rinks.

Varsity Boys’ Hockey Player Lo-
gan Calder said he had to make a
choice between academics and
sports because his practice sched-
ule was so demanding because he
had to travel to practice. Logan said
every other team at Westfield High
School has practice for several
hours, on location in Westfield.

Logan said the rink would open a
part-time job market for students
who could teach ice skating or the
sport to peers and younger athletes.
He said the rink would need refer-
ees for games, suggesting older play-
ers could referee hockey games for
younger players.

“If this proves successful, future
investment might be justified to en-
able it to be installed in another
location. Gumbert enables us to trial
it so that we can assess afterwards,”
Mayor Brindle said.

ture improvement projects. Mr. Disko
explained the process for television
inspections of a portion of the
community’s storm sewer lines and
updated the governing body and the
public on the status of the infrastruc-
ture upgrades being done by Ameri-
can Water and Elizabethtown Gas.
There was considerable discussion
regarding the cost benefit analysis
between Belgian block and concrete
curbs, including the ease of repair,
weather resistance and aesthetics. A
decision will be made after additional
information is obtained.

The council agreed to consider
participating in the Sandy Hook Prom-
ise, a national non-profit organiza-
tion founded and led by several fam-
ily members whose loved ones were
killed at Sandy Hook Elementary
School on December 14, 2012. The
goal of the project is to provide schools
and communities with programs and
practices that protect children from
gun violence.

Westfield to Hire Consultant
Regarding Master Plan

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Town Planner
Donald Sammet stated at Monday’s
planning board meeting that the
town’s master plan drafting will be
“unlike any other master plan
drafted.” Westfield will solicit bids
from consulting firms that specialize
in parking consulting and planning
consulting. Mr. Sammet said Mayor
Shelley Brindle and the planning
board have decided the master plan
drafting will be a “significant public
participation process.”

A master plan is a long-term plan-
ning document providing a concep-
tual layout to guide a municipality’s
future growth and development.
Master planning involves interrelat-
ing buildings, social settings and their
surrounding environments. A master
plan includes analysis, recommen-
dations and proposals for a
community’s population, economy,
housing, transportation, community
facilities and land use. The plan is
based on public input, surveys, plan-
ning initiatives, existing develop-
ment, physical characteristics and
social and economic conditions.

Mr. Sammet said a community fo-
rum will be available online allow-
ing public access to the eventual
master plan once it is completed. Mr.
Sammet said specifics on further
public participation have not been
finalized, but are considered top pri-
ority.

Mayor Brindle said that hiring a
parking consultant to assess parking
concerns as Westfield continues to
evolve is important and interrelated
to the master plan.

“All (master plan and parking)
need to be in concert. They may run
parallel as they are thought out. How-
ever, they must be orchestrated in
harmony,” Mayor Brindle said.

Planning Board member and
Westfield Historic Preservation
Commission liaison Michael
LaPlace said he is “glad the down-
town” is a major focus in the new
master plan. Mr. LaPlace said he
wanted the planning board to reflect
the relevance historic preservation
has in Westfield’s future.

Planning Board member and
Councilwoman Linda Habgood said
she noticed the current master plan
“doesn’t say anything about historic
preservation.”

Mayor Brindle said she spoke with
leaders from other towns such as
Summit who stated, regarding
Summit’s master plan, that “historic
preservation is rolling through ev-
erything they do.”

During the business portion of the
meeting, 570 Westfield Avenue, LLC
was unanimously approved to reno-
vate a first-floor addition to allow
for medical offices on the first and
second floors with a residential apart-
ment on the third floor.

Dr. Robert Panza said he owns and
operates 570 Westfield Avenue, LLC.
Dr. Panza said he wants to develop
an office where his daughter can

operate her own medical practice.
The applicant’s architect, Robert
Algarin, said the front porch will be
rebuilt and a building in the rear is
beyond repair. Mr. Algarin stated
that removal of the structure in the
back will allow for more office space.

Mr. Algarin said he did not expect
the hearing to be more architectur-
ally specific nor focused because he
focused his testimony on a site-plan
review.

“I am not asking you to dress it up.
I am asking you to rebuild it,” Plan-
ning Board Chairman Robert Newell
said.

The office will have historic aes-
thetics pertinent to Westfield while
involving a futuristic design.

“I agree with attention between
old and new (architectural aesthet-
ics). Bring her back, while adding
elements that are more progressive,
such as a 2020 look or a 2030 look,”
board member Anastasia Harrison
said.

Applicant Samuel Michael Strauss
of 942 Summit Avenue moved his
application hearing to the June plan-
ning board meeting. Testimony was
heard from the applicant and com-
mentary was provided by several
neighbors objecting to the applica-
tion.

The applicant’s attorney, Jim
Foerst, said the applicant will need
“ample time,” or the next month, to
further research the property’s his-
tory and its relation to a designated
Green Acres land in the neighbor-
hood.

Mr. Strauss began his testimony
by stating he is seeking to subdivide
the property for economic reasons
regarding his daughter who lives in
the home. Mr. Strauss said his grand-
children “always lived in Westfield
and want to stay in the Westfield
schools.”

Mr. Sammet said property records
show the property was once two lots
in 1931 and a different lot configura-
tion was recorded showing what “re-
sembles the current lot configura-
tion” in 1989.

Mr. Foerst said the property is
much bigger than is needed for one
house. He stated if not allowed to
subdivide, the applicant will have to
sell to a developer who may knock
down the current house and erect a
home not fitting with the neighbor-
hood.

Mr. Foerst said the applicant is
proposing a subdivision with two
homes with a 5,500-square-foot lot
area in a zone where the minimum
lot area required is 6,000 square
feet.

Resident Lily Yucetepe said she
objects to the application because a
two-home development would elimi-
nate 11 trees facing Dunham Av-
enue.

Applicant 227 Elmer LLC was
unanimously approved for a prelimi-
nary and final major site plan ap-
proval with variances to extend a
porch on the side of an existing build-
ing.
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Service Academy Fair Set
For June 16 in Branchburg

Courtesy of David Coken
AN ENVIRONMENTAL HERO...The Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers presented "Beautiful Mountainside" President Todd Evans with the Trailside
Environmental Hero Award during a ceremony at the Watchung Reservation at
its Wild Earth Fest on April 29. Mr. Evans, a long-time Mountainside resident, has
donated his time, talent and resources by spearheading volunteer efforts dedicated
to "making Mountainside more beautiful."  Standing, from left to right, are: Bob
Messler, Alice Cowell, Mr. Evans, Jay Sport, Mayor Paul Mirabelli, Barbara
Sport and Regina Kelley, all of Mountainside.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEP OUR SCHOOLS SAFE...Students from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School and Park Middle School recently protested in front of the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building against gun violence.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congress-
man Leonard Lance (R-7th,
Westfield) has announced that he will
hold his annual Service Academy In-
formation Fair for 7th Congressional
District high-school students on Sat-
urday, June 16, at Raritan Valley Com-
munity College. Mr. Lance’s annual
event allows students to meet with
academy officials to learn more about
the admissions process and how to
pursue their interests in serving the
nation.

“One of the most rewarding parts
of the job of serving in Congress is
shaking the hands of the young men
and women who step forward to serve
their country and ask for appointment
to one of our nation’s service acad-
emies. I look forward to the Service
Academy Information Fair every year
and meeting the talented and poised
young leaders from our district. I en-
courage all interested high-school stu-
dents to attend and meet and talk
directly with service academy admis-
sions representatives. This fair is so
all students and parents can have their

questions answered and gain an un-
derstanding of the competitive appli-
cation process. I am eager to meet the
next class of applicants,” Mr. Lance
said.

The academy will be held in the
Raritan Valley Community College’s
conference center, 118 Lamington
Road, Branchburg, at 10 a.m.

Representatives from the U.S. Mili-
tary Academy, the United States Na-
val Academy, the Air Force Acad-
emy, the Merchant Marine Academy
and the Coast Guard Academy are
expected to participate. Additionally,
representatives from Mr. Lance’s con-
gressional staff will be available to
answer questions from students about
the nominating process.

The Service Academy Fair is free
and open to all 7th District high-
school students. Students should
register in advance at
lance.house.gov/academyday. Stu-
dents with questions should contact
John Malone by e-mail at
john.malone@mail.house.gov for
more information.

Towns Get Infrastructure
Grants Totaling $1.5 Million
COUNTY — The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders has an-
nounced the fourth annual Union
County Infrastructure Grant awards
to 21 municipalities to help fund
projects aimed at spurring economic
development growth, making road,
facility and other improvements
throughout the county.

“This program provides our mu-
nicipalities with financial aid to make
various improvements that benefit our
residents and businesses,” said Free-
holder Chairman Sergio Granados.
“Many of the projects are much-
needed road or sidewalk improve-
ments, while others are facility, busi-
ness district, public safety, or record-
keeping items.”

The program was conceived by
Freeholder Christopher Hudak in
2015, developed by the county’s Free-
holder Fiscal Committee and admin-
istered by the Department of Eco-
nomic Development. This year’s Free-
holder Fiscal Committee included
Freeholder Bruce Bergen (who
chaired the committee), Freeholder
Vice-Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski and Freeholders Angel
Estrada and Alexander Mirabella.

“The Union County Infrastructure
Grant provides assistance to our cit-
ies and towns for vital improvements
that may lack a sufficient funding
source,” Freeholder Hudak said. “Our
intent is to stimulate economic growth
and maintain the high quality of life in
Union County.”

The matching grant initiative makes
available approximately $1.5 million
to Union County’s 21 municipalities,
assisting them to accomplish tasks
undertaken in calendar year 2018.

Funding for the grant is provided
through the proceeds from the sale of
Runnells Specialized Hospital in 2014.

Some examples of work funded
include milling and resurfacing of
streets in Berkeley Heights; a road
repaving program in Cranford; Or-
chard Terrace drainage improvements
in Hillside; Sumner Avenue improve-
ments in Plainfield; Hanratty sports
complex improvements in Elizabeth;
resurfacing of Meeting House Lane
in Mountainside, and Springfield Av-
enue improvements in Summit.

The grants are as follows: Berkeley
Heights, $55,000; Clark, $50,000;
Cranford, $90,000; Elizabeth,
$125,000; Fanwood, $55,000;
Garwood, $40,000; Hillside, $55,000;
Kenilworth, $75,000; Linden,
$100,000; Mountainside, $50,000;
New Providence, $55,000; Plainfield,
$100,000; Rahway, $80,000; Roselle,
$60,000; Roselle Park, $55,000;
Scotch Plains, $100,000; Springfield,
$63,000; Summit, $100,000; Union,
$80,000; Westfield, $92,000, and
Winfield, $20,000.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com
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Fanwood Receives Grants
To Enhance Nature Center

FANWOOD – The Borough of
Fanwood and Mayor Colleen Mahr
have announced the awarding of two
grants to the borough’s Environmen-
tal Commission that will aid in the
ongoing restoration of the Fanwood
Nature Center, which was damaged
in the recent winter storms. The grants
include a Sustainable Jersey grant,
funded by The Nature Conservancy,
and a New Jersey American Water
grant. Both will help finance the
streamside restoration and watershed
education projects at the Fanwood
Nature Center and restore the banks
of Robinson’s Branch, mitigate down-
stream flood risks and improve water
quality in Fanwood.

“Congratulations to the Environ-
mental Commission on receiving
these grants, as all of their efforts
continuously lift Fanwood to a
higher environmental standard,”
Mayor Mahr stated. “These projects
at the Nature Center will serve to
complement the Green Acres project
in coordination with our borough
engineer.”

The Sustainable Jersey Roots for
River Grant provided $960 to plant
40 new native trees and 40 new native
shrubs in the floodplain of the
Robinson’s Branch of the Rahway
River, which runs through the Nature
Center. The New Jersey American
Water Grant will provide $5,000 for
tree and vegetation restoration along
the Robinson’s Branch as well as
$2,000 to improve educational facili-
ties within the Nature Center and $500
for educational materials. The Envi-
ronmental Commission will be work-

ing with the Rahway River Associa-
tion on this project.

 “Our Environmental Commission
is lucky to have passionate volun-
teers such as Teresa Keeler, who spear-
headed the application process with
the help of Kevin Stevens to get the
funding we needed to continue our
native plant restoration in the
Fanwood Nature Center,” added Eric
Gaulin, Environmental Commission
chairman. “We are also grateful to
have many volunteer groups in the
Fanwood and Scotch Plains area who
we will rely on to help with our resto-
ration efforts.”

The Fanwood Nature Center is an
eight-acre site tucked away on
Terrill Road between Cray Terrace
and La Grande Avenue and serves
as a sanctuary of natural resources.
The Environmental Commission is
committed to preserving the natural
heritage and serves a critical role in
maintaining Fanwood’s natural
wildlife. The Fanwood mayor and
borough council value this space
and support its conservation ease-
ment so that the area will never be
developed in the future.

These projects are set to begin
throughout the summer months and
are scheduled to conclude in the
fall. The Environmental Commis-
sion will be seeking volunteers to
assist with the planting, cleaning
and refurbishments of the Nature
Center for the duration of these
projects.

Those interested should contact
Mr.  Gaulin at
Fanwood.EC.1895@gmail.com.

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

Freeholders, Scotch Plains
Open New Senior Café

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has announced the opening of a
new senior café in Scotch Plains on
May 1 at the Shady Rest Club-
house at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at 820 Jerusalem
Road.

 The historic site is a meeting
place for Scotch Plains seniors,
and currently is owned by the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains. Built in the
1920s, it was the first African-
American-owned golf course in the
United States.

Lunches will be served once a
week, on Tuesdays, from 11:30 a.m.
until 12:15 p.m.

“This is the 24th group meal site
for senior adults, age 60 and older,
in Union County and it is open to
seniors from any of the 21 munici-
palities in the county,” stated Union
County Freeholder Chairman
Sergio Granados. “We are pleased
to offer new places for our seniors
to meet and share lunch together. A
nutritionally balanced lunch will
be served with the help of local
volunteers.”

Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith
said, “As mayor, and on behalf of
the entire council, I am proud to
continue our commitment to serve
all seniors with well-rounded pro-
gramming to address their needs.
The Senior Café is a wonderful
addition to the programming pro-
vided through the township for se-
niors. I look forward to attending
some of the lunches myself.”

Freeholder Al Mirabella, who
also is Scotch Plains municipal
manager, noted, “The Township of

Scotch Plains is always looking for
ways to expand our programming
for our senior citizens. This weekly
nutrition program, held in the newly
refurbished Shady Rest, is a won-
derful opportunity for our seniors
to meet, socialize and share a
meal.”

The program will be run by
Scotch Plains, under the supervi-
sion of county officials. The meals,
which are paid through federal
grant funds, consist of a hot pro-
tein entree, vegetable or salad,
potato, pasta or rice, bread, milk,
and soup or juice.

The suggested donation is $1.75
per meal. If one person in a couple
is under age 60, the suggested do-
nation is $4.

Countywide in 2017, the Union
County Division on Aging deliv-
ered 166,835 group meals at 23
senior sites. Another 224,337
“Meals on Wheels” meals were de-
livered to the homes of the frail
elderly, for a total of 391,172 meals.

A nutritionist in the Division on
Aging designs meals that meet
healthy nutrient requirements, also
known as the Recommended Di-
etary Allowance. In addition, the
nutritionist provides health and
wellness presentations about food
choices, physical activity and sea-
sonal produce.

For further information about nu-
trition programs offered by the Di-
vision on Aging, contact Kathleen
Malkiewicz at (908) 527-4877 or
by e-mail at kmalkiewicz@ucnj.org.

For information about all ser-
vices and programs for seniors and
their families visit ucnj.org/aging.

Watson Coleman, Pallone
Unveil Handgun Legislation
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congress-

woman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-
12th, Trenton) recently joined co-spon-
sors Congressman Frank Pallone (D-6th,
Long Branch) and Albio Sires (D-8th,
Jersey City) to announce the Handgun
Licensing and Registration Act of 2018.

This legislation would overturn a
1986 law to build a framework of
commonsense standards for handgun
ownership in the United States by
creating a federal licensing and regis-
tration process for gun ownership with
minimum requirements that the per-
son seeking gun ownership is at least
21 years old, undergoes firearm train-
ing and has undergone a criminal
history and background check includ-
ing submitting fingerprints and pho-

tographs. The bill would require a
license renewal process after five
years of issuance.

The bill would allow states the op-
portunity to opt out of the federal
system on the condition that they
implement a state registration system
that meets the same requirements.

“For weapons created with the single
intent to take a life, we have developed
a dangerous aversion to any mecha-
nism to understand where and with
whom these weapons reside. Ninety-
six Americans are killed every day by a
gun. It’s time to give law enforcement
the tools to prevent this violence and
provide a record of accountability for
those who seek to do others harm,”
Congresswoman Watson Coleman said.

ADS PLACED IN

THE LEADER/TIMES

BRING RESULTS
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Senior Living
Open House

Senior Living
Open House

Tours every hour of our fabulous 
Independent Living, Assisted Living 

and Memory Care options.
Refreshments served.
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11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

295 SOUTH AVENUE  |  FANWOOD, NJ 07023
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

 Judge Faces Ethics Judge
Over Kids’ School Expulsion
Union County State Superior Court

Judge Theresa Mullen of Scotch
Plains  has been charged with ethics
violations for allegedly acting bellig-
erently after her daughters were ex-
pelled from St. Theresa's School in
Kenilworth during litigation brought
against the school, according to a
New Jersey Law Journal report. The
charges were made by the state Su-
preme Court’s Advisory Committee
on Judicial Conduct.

The issue dates back to 2016, when
Ms. Mullen learned that one of her
daughters, a middle-school student
at St. Theresa’s, would not be al-
lowed to play on the boys’ basketball
team even though the girls team had
been discontinued. Ms. Mullen’s
husband, Scott Phillips, filed a civil
complaint in Superior Court in De-
cember 2016 asking that the school
be ordered to allow their daughter,
Sydney Phillips, then a seventh
grader, to play for the boys’ team,
according to the article.

Ms. Mullen and Mr. Phillips were
sent a letter from the Archdiocese of
Newark telling them they had to with-
draw their girls from the school be-
cause their litigation against the
school violated archdiocesan policy.
The next day Ms. Mullen had to be
removed from the school grounds by
police after confronting school offi-
cials after attempting to bring her
daughters to school. She was charged
with a trespassing complaint by
school officials, according to the
report.

Her attorney, Susan McCrea of
Westfield, told the NJ Law Journal
that there are “many inaccuracies”
in the complaint, which will be ad-
dressed when Ms. Mullen files her
response.

Rahway Worker Alleges
Harassment by Steinman

Former Rahway Mayor Samson
Steinman, who resigned on Christ-
mas Eve, allegedly forcibly kissed a
female subordinate in a hotel room
and told her he loved her, according
to a nj.com report.

The allegation is included in a law-
suit filed by Rahway employee Denise
Rolong, who said Mr. Steinman’s ha-
rassment went on over three-and-a-
half years, nj.com reported.

It was previously reported that the
mayor had twice crashed a city car, took
a medical leave and revealed he had
been diagnosed with bipolar disorder.

GOP Seeks 2-Percent Cap on
State Annual Spending

In the wake of spending hikes pro-
posed by Governor Phil Murphy in
the upcoming 2019 state budget, Re-
publicans in the New Jersey Senate
are calling for the passage of a consti-
tutional amendment to limit state
spending increases to 2 percent annu-
ally.

According to a Senate GOP press
release, Governor Phil Murphy ini-
tially proposed an 8-percent hike in
state spending and $1.7 billion in new
taxes with his budget address, but his
costly proposals seem to keep coming.

“Our ship is taking on water and
we need to plug the hole,” Senate
Republican Leader Tom Kean, Jr.
(R-21st, Westfield) said. “We spent
the last few years making some
progress, but now Governor Murphy
is wrenching the hull wide open.
Republicans and Democrats in the
Legislature proved that we could
work together by instituting our suc-
cessful 2-percent cap on municipal
spending, and now it’s time we do it
again to cap state spending.”

Sen. Kean called on Senate Presi-
dent Steve Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester) to post SCR-117 for a
vote. The constitutional amendment
would establish a 2-percent cap on
annual appropriations increases for
state government spending.

Hickey Seeks Probe of
Armstead Campaign Finances
The Gretchen Hickey for Linden

Mayor and Jorge Alvarez for City
Council President campaigns are call-
ing on the New Jersey Election En-
forcement Commission to investigate
the campaign finances of Linden
Mayor Derek Armstead, citing at least
$32,000 in undisclosed campaign
contributions.

“Our opponent is no novice. He
has been an elected official for over
two decades. Anyone can see, as
clear as day, that the data over time
shows a surge in campaign funds
raised since 2015, including in quar-
ters which have incomplete or no
reports. The mayor has raised sig-
nificant money over the past four
years,” according to a press release
from the campaign.

ACCIDENTS &
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INJURY LAW

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.jonbramnick.com

CALL
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Lance Returns $130K In
Unspent Office Funds

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gressman Leonard Lance (R-7th,
Westfield) has announced he will be
returning $130,000 from his 2017
congressional office budget to the
U.S. Treasury for the purposes of
deficit reduction. Since coming to
Congress in January of 2009, the law-
maker has returned nearly $1 million
from his office operating budget.

“I manage my congressional office
by finding the right balance between
having the best possible constituent
services at the most efficient cost. My
office has successfully closed over
5,000 casework matters, hosted 90
in-person and telephone town hall
events and held thousands of con-
stituent meetings – all at the least
possible expense to the taxpayers. I
will continue to be a voice for fiscal
responsibility in Congress. It is my
hope that this effort will send an ap-
propriate message to my constituents
that fiscal responsibility begins at

home,” said Mr. Lance.
Mr. Lance opposed a measure in

Congress to reinstate earmarks – the
outlawed practice where lawmakers
can direct public funds to pet projects
in their districts across the country.
And Mr. Lance has said any vote to
reinstate the practice needs to be pub-
lic, not done behind closed doors. Mr.
Lance also stood up to those in his
own party on tax and spending mea-
sures, opposing $1.5 trillion in new
debt related to the overhaul of the tax
code. A member of the Problem Solv-
ers Caucus, he also was in the center
of ending the fiscally irresponsible
government shutdowns.

“Members of Congress talk a big
game about deficit reduction, but too
often do not practice what they preach.
Lawmakers need to first operate their
own office budgets in a fiscally con-
servative manner. I have made every
effort to set this important example,”
Mr. Lance said.

Jois Supports Repeal, Replace
Of Republican Tax Bill

SUMMIT – Democratic congres-
sional candidate Goutam U. Jois has
slammed the Republicans’ tax law,
and their renewed efforts at another
tax cut, calling it a “con job on the
middle class.”

Mr. Jois, who said if elected he
would favor repeal and replacement
of the recent GOP tax law, has noted
that the bill is a large giveaway to
corporations and the super wealthy,
and is part of Republicans’ plans to
make future cuts to Medicare, Med-
icaid and other social safety pro-
grams.

“For a party that talks about fiscal
responsibility, the GOP has done a great
job of blowing up our budget and mort-
gaging our future so that their benefac-
tors can get rich,” Mr. Jois said.

He said the tax law would hurt
nonprofits, limiting their ability to
get donations from middle-class
families. Mr. Jois has criticized fel-

low Democrats for not doing more
to highlight the “devastating” long-
term consequences for American
families.

“Leonard Lance talks a big game,
but he has not done anything to hold
this administration or his fellow
party members accountable,” Mr.
Jois said. “What’s the point of hav-
ing rank in Congress if you can’t be
an effective advocate for your con-
stituents?”

The Primary Election is Tuesday,
June 5.

Bramnick: Murphy
Resorts to Past

‘Tax And Spend Policies’
TRENTON – Assembly Minority

Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) issued the following state-
ment regarding Governor Phil
Murphy’s “tax and spend policies:”

“The contract Governor Murphy
agreed to with the CWA (Communi-
cation Workers of America) will
cost taxpayers nearly $150 million.
This is in addition to his billion-
dollar tax hikes and increased regu-
lations on businesses. It is sad to see
the Governor has resorted to the
playbook from the past, forcing resi-
dents and businesses to exit the
state.”

PROMOTED...Vincent G. Gagliardi, right, was sworn in last week as the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office’s chief of detectives by Acting Prosecutor Michael A.
Monahan, right.

UCPO Swears in Gagliardi
As Chief of Detectives

COUNTY — Vincent G. Gagliardi
has been sworn in as the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office’s Chief
of Detectives, officials announced
this week.

Mr. Gagliardi, a 25-year veteran
of law enforcement in Union County,
had been filling the role of chief in
an acting capacity for the previous
nine months. He was sworn in by
acting Union County Prosecutor
Michael A. Monahan in a ceremony
that also saw Captain Dean
Marcantonio promoted to deputy
chief of detectives.

Chief Gagliardi began his service
to Union County on August 1, 1992,
having served six years with the
Union County Sheriff’s Office and
nearly 20 years with the Prosecutor’s
Office. He was promoted to the rank
of captain in April 2013 and as-
signed to oversee both the
Prosecutor’s Office’s Homicide
Task Force and the Special Pros-
ecutions Unit, including the latter
unit’s various subsections. In Janu-
ary 2016, he was assigned to over-
see the Special Prosecutions Unit,
Special Victims Unit, and Intelli-
gence Unit, during which time he
also was tasked with conducting the
vast majority of the office’s internal
affairs investigations.

In December 2009, Chief Gagliardi
was promoted to the rank of lieuten-
ant and was transferred from the Spe-
cial Prosecutions Unit to the Intelli-
gence Unit. During his time as com-
mander there, the Intelligence Unit
expanded to include monthly meet-
ings at the John H. Stamler Police
Academy to share information with
various agencies within the county
and throughout the state, as well as
biweekly intelligence newsletters and

an upgrading of intelligence database
systems.

Mr. Gagliardi joined the
Prosecutor’s Office in 1998 and
spent time in the Criminal Case
Control Unit and Post-Disposition
Conference Unit, later joining the
Special Prosecutions Unit, where
he remained after being promoted
to the rank of sergeant in January
2005.

During Chief Gagliardi’s prior
years in law enforcement, he spent
time in the Sheriff’s Office’s Identi-
fication Bureau and Arson Unit. A
December 1993 graduate of the John
H. Stamler Police Academy in Scotch
Plains, he also attended the
Scottsdale School of Art in Arizona,
where he studied to become Union
County’s first composite sketch art-
ist – since that time he has drawn
more than 250 composite sketches
to aid in various investigations.

What Chief Gagliardi has de-
scribed as his proudest achievement
in his career is the fact that he has
directly helped organize every
fundraiser the Prosecutor’s Office
has held since 2009.

“Nothing has made me prouder
than putting together events for co-
workers in need, and have them be
successful,” he said. “They boost
morale in our office and help oth-
ers both financially and emotion-
ally.”

Chief Gagliardi earned a Bachelor
of Arts from the University of Dela-
ware in 1991 and a Master’s Degree
in English from Kean University in
May 2001.

He also is now in his 15th year as an
adjunct professor at Union County
College, where he teaches English
Literature.

 Reporters Needed
Do you like to write? Are you

interested in your community? Can
you meet deadlines? If so, we are in
need of good, reliable writers to
cover evening meetings in our cov-
erage area. Please e-mail your
résumé to: Paul Peyton, Assignment
Editor, at editor@goleader.com.

Seniors, Caretakers
Invited to Breakfast

WESTFIELD — Westfield’s se-
niors and caretakers are invited to
attend a free breakfast while learning
about the Senior Advisory Council’s
mission and giving their ideas on ways
to improve services in Westfield.

The breakfast will be held Friday,
May 18, from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m., at
the Town Hall Community Room,
425 East Broad Street. Those who
would like attend are invited at RSVP
to pmichel96@gmail.com.
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Letters to
the Editor

Contracts With Donors To Union
County Democratic Committee

It Seems Garwood GOP Prefers The
Garwood Forward Team Democrats

Next GWACC Street Fair, Festifall,
Will Be On Sunday, September 23

In response to my pointing out the
obvious connection between the
whims and needs of the Union County
Democratic Committee and the ac-
tions of the Union County freeholder
board, Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados said “the board is made up
of nine individuals who have their
own mindsets, opinions and beliefs.”

Yet roughly 99 percent of resolu-
tions pass unanimously, especially
when they involve contracts with do-
nors to the Union County Democratic
Committee where the most frivolous
expenses are not even questioned.

The truth is that those nine indi-
viduals, as well as the ten or so before
them, were all picked to sit on the
board by Charlotte DeFilippo, or Jerry
Green after her, and now by Nicholas
Scutari. If any were to exhibit inclina-
tions toward cost cutting in areas like
on-call services or no-bid legal con-
tracts or curtailing vanity projects
like the Roselle Mind and Body Com-
plex or the Solar Panel Project they
would never pass the interview pro-
cess to get on the party line.

John Bury
Kenilworth

On Primary Day, I will be support-
ing the Democrats for Garwood team,
led by Councilwoman Todisco. In
what follows, I hope to qualify that
decision to my fellow Garwood
Democrats and to those thinking of
affiliating with the Democratic Party
on June 5 at your local polling pre-
cinct.

I have no interest in addressing the
discontents of the primary process as,
personally, I support it as a way to
bring democracy into the political
party nominee/candidate selection
process. As we have seen both locally
and nationally, especially within the
Democratic Party, this procedure has
no expectation or tolerance of inter-
nal democracy without patronage. To
quote my friend Ian Welsh, in a small
town with two major parties like
Garwood, “being frozen out of the
primary is being frozen out of democ-
racy; having primaries fixed —
whether by a duly-elected local com-
mittee or a less palatable contrivance
— is, like it or not, fixing the elec-
tion.” Said plainly, primaries matter
because democracy matters — even
when it is uncomfortable.

Recently, the environmental
cleanup at the Casale/Petro site has
entered into the public discourse, with
many residents, seemingly for the first
time, recognizing the site’s toxic his-
tory. This situation is demonstrative
of the need for our local leaders to
hold developers and corporate inter-
ests accountable and, simultaneously,
to also be able to communicate both
that history and the plan to address it
to the public.

Candidate Mike Ince’s lifetime law
enforcement experiences as an FBI
special agent and Candidate Sean
Benoit’s professional acumen as a
lawyer and advocate, bring both req-
uisite and unique skill sets that will
allow them to effectively serve in
these roles. From my conversations
with the all of the candidates, the
Garwood for Democrats ticket is the
only team running for Garwood of-
fice that has the resolution, and more
importantly, the skill sets, to see this
transformational project through to
fruition.

Attend a council meeting and you’ll
quickly realize they are frequently
fraught with endless distractions and
personal political vendettas from de-
cades ago. These theatrics on trivial
matters often dominate deliberations
and contribute nothing to the gover-
nance of this town. The meetings
should maintain a level of decorum or
civility that encourage broader com-
munity participation — not hinder it.
Having been to quite a few council
and special meetings, I can tell you
that it is absurd that a rodent problem
receives almost two hours of council
workshop time, yet only recently the
budget gets the critical examination
and explanation it deserves.

Live-streaming meetings on
Facebook will not solve these issues;
only strong, decisive leadership will
– a quality that Councilwoman
Todisco has in abundance. If this pri-
mary is demonstrative of anything, it
is her courage to stand up for what she
believes in, even when it comes a
personal, and most likely political,
cost.

Lastly, the various local Republi-
can organizations and its supporters
are united in their disdain for the
Todisco team, yet tepid in their criti-
cism of the Lombardo ticket. As Os-
car Wilde said, “you can always judge
a man by his enemies.” This strategic
move is telling and it seems that the
Garwood GOP prefers the Garwood
Forward team (Lombardo/Kearny/
Guerrero) as an opponent in the No-
vember General Election — perhaps
they sense that they are an easy oppo-
nent.

No amount of lamentation on
Facebook, or stories of yesteryear,
will change the fact that Garwood is
in a phase of significant change. Now,
more than ever, we will need strong
proactive leadership and focused,
level-headed representation. This
being the case, along with my other
points above, on Tuesday, June 5 I
will be voting column D for the
Todisco, Ince, and Benoit team. I
strongly urge my fellow Garwoodians
to do the same.

Michael Callahan
Garwood

On behalf of The GWACC, I would
like to extend my sincere apprecia-
tion to the thousands of attendees
who have helped make our annual
Spring Fling street fair in downtown
Westfield such a great success, last
Sunday, May 6. The weather cooper-
ated and visitors, who came out and
supported not only our local Westfield
vendors but the vendors from neigh-
boring towns, arrived from places
like Whitehouse Station,
Collingswood, East Brunswick, War-
ren, Montclair, local neighboring
towns and, of course, Westfield.

I would also like to offer my grati-
tude to our very generous sponsors,
Atlantic Health Systems-Overlook
Medical Center, NJ Kids on the Go!
and The Star Ledger. Their continued
sponsorship helps us to offer these
wonderful events for our community.

We appreciate Mayor Brindle and
Town Administrator Jim Gildea for
their assistance in helping us make
this annual event so successful. Thank
you to the Town of Westfield’s Chief
of Police David Wayman and the po-
lice department for their assistance
with street closures and redirecting
traffic. I would also like to thank Greg
O’Neill and the Department of Public
Works for their tireless efforts with
set up and clean up before and after
Spring Fling. We would also like to
acknowledge Chief Regional Officer
of NJ Transit, Ken Williams, and NJ
Transit for their help with rerouting
bus service in our area for Sunday,
May 6. Many thanks to Executive
Director of The Downtown Westfield
Corporation, Sherry Cronin, and the
staff of the DWC for their constant

support and publicity of our annual
street fairs.

A special thank you goes to the
residents of The Savannah, Gina
Caminito and those residents above
the PNC Bank for their understand-
ing and cooperation with street clo-
sures.

Our next Westfield street fair,
FestiFall, will be on Sunday, Septem-
ber 23, 2018. With the help and sup-
port of the Mayor and Council, we
will have a new Kids Zone and will be
bringing some additional changes. We
hope you will join us.

Gene Jannotti Exec. Dir.
GWACC The Greater Westfield

Area Chamber of Commerce

Useful Information
It is all there at

www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date
and Customer ID are printed on

your mailing label.)

goleader News
Item 2018-05-08 Westfield – United

Fund 80th Anniversary. Join us for
our annual meeting, Thursday, May
17, 6:30-7:30 p.m. This year we are
celebrating our 80th Anniversary, so
we thought it was appropriate to hold
our annual meeting at the Reeve House,
one of Westfield’s most historic loca-
tions. We will gather on the front lawn
for conversation and some light re-
freshments. We’ll also recognize our
retiring trustees and share our plans
for our 80th anniversary celebration
in September.

Item 2018-05-08 Westfield – The
Neighborhood Council (WNC) seeks
donations of gently-used LEGOs for
an upcoming fundraiser. WNC is a
non-profit organization that provides
educational, cultural and wellness pro-
gramming for free or low-cost within
Westfield. If interested, please con-
tact Amy Kover at
vicepresident.wnc@gmail.com.
Thank you.

Item 2018-05-07 Terrill Middle
School will be hosting a “Team Terrill”
cancer walk on Monday, June 11 from
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. We will be walking to
celebrate the life of and support teach-
ers and/or family members who are
battling, have survived, or have lost
their lives to cancer. *Connie Tucci*
Fifth Grade Teacher Terrill Middle
School ctucci@spfk12.org

Item 2018-05-07 Scotch Plains –
The Scotch Plains Fanwood PAL will
hold its first SPF PAL DAY on Satur-
day, May 12, at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains. The event will begin at
10 a.m. and run through that afternoon
until 4 p.m. Guests will be treated to
hamburgers and hot dogs from the
grill while beverages will be served as
well. Games for the kids will also be
provided. Coaches from all sports pro-
grams will be available to discuss the
upcoming seasons and answer any
questions that parents and players may
have. This event will also allow for
parents to register their children for
the 2018 PAL football season. A reg-
istration form is provided here so you
can bring the form with a check or
cash that day. Or you can fill out the
form at Brookside Park or you can still
register online by visiting the
SPFPAL.com site. Cheerleaders are
also invited to the Brookside Park on
May 12 since cheer coaches from the
grade programs will be on hand, too.
However, registration for cheerlead-
ers regarding the 2018 season will
remain online only so please go the
SPFPAL.com site to sign up. Bruce
Moran, brucemdfs@yahoo.com.

Item 2018-05-06 Mountainside –
Saturday, June 9 is the date for the
Mountainside Restoration Commit-
tees Tour of Mountainsides Gardens.
The tour runs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
with a special Garden Tour lunch
planned at the Publick House restau-
rant, which will open only for tour
guests from 12-4 p.m.. Garden fans
can start touring in the morning and
lunch afterward, or lunch first and
tour gardens in the afternoon , or tour
some gardens in the morning before
lunch and others after lunch. A rain
date of June 10 is planned.

Mother’s Day Celebrates Bond
We Share Throughout Our Lives

Safe Driving Starts With Each
Of Us; Red Means Stop

This Sunday we will pay tribute to our mothers,
grandmothers and all those maternal figures whose
affection, counsel and support shape our lives from
the time we are born. The enduring bond between
mothers and their children has been celebrated
across millennia, from the Bible and classic litera-
ture, to stage and screen, poetry and song. It has
been and remains one of the most defining features
of our humanity.

Mother’s Day has been observed as a national
holiday since 1914. An annual day of recognition
for mothers was the brainchild of Anna Jarvis, who
was inspired by the efforts of her own mother, West
Virginia social activist and community organizer
Ann Reeves Jarvis. During the 19th century, Ann
Jarvis organized Mother’s Day Work Clubs to
improve sanitary conditions and lower infant mor-
tality rates by combating disease and milk contami-
nation, as recounted by Katharine Antolini, an
assistant professor of History and Gender Studies
at West Virginia Wesleyan College who has studied
and written about the evolution of Mother’s Day
since its inception. The Mother’s Day Work Clubs
also nursed wounded Civil War soldiers from both
sides of the conflict, and in the post-war era, Mrs.
Jarvis and like-minded women spearheaded events
designed to foster reconciliation.

Her daughter, Anna Jarvis, inaugurated her cam-
paign for a Mother’s Day observance in 1907. She
and her supporters wrote letters to influential indi-
viduals — all the way up to Presidents William

Howard Taft and Theodore Roosevelt — seeking
their endorsement. Their effort gained steam with
the backing of prominent and politically-active en-
trepreneur and philanthropist John Wanamaker, a
man also known for his Christian principles and
civic-mindedness. The concept of Mother’s Day had
attained national popularity by 1911. Within three
years, on May 8, 1914, President Woodrow Wilson
signed a proclamation formally creating a day to
honor mothers.

In a sad irony, less than a decade later, Anna Jarvis
had come to oppose the holiday she had championed
so tirelessly to establish, believing it had become too
commercialized. While Mother’s Day is indeed a
boon for retailers, its core significance, in our opin-
ion, has not been lost. More than a century after
President Wilson’s proclamation, in celebrations
either lavish or low key, families still gather together
this day to honor their mothers, grandmothers and all
special women in their lives, reflecting Anna Jarvis’
original intent for the holiday.

Once again this year we wish everyone a happy
and healthy Mother’s Day, and as always offer
special acknowledgement to those mothers who
cannot be with their children this Sunday due to
military duty or other circumstance. We also re-
mind sons and daughters to remember mom through-
out the remainder of the year as well, with regular
phone calls or visits, if possible. Let the spirit of
Mother’s Day, as envisioned by Anna Jarvis, ex-
tend beyond the second Sunday in May.

Safe driving is the responsibility of all of us who
operate motor vehicles. In recent weeks, we have
noticed more and more drivers not stopping after the
light has turned to red. In many cases, drivers run the
red well after the light has changed. This, of course,
is extremely dangerous, as it can lead to serious car
accidents and also endanger pedestrians who might
be in the crosswalk at the time.

New Jersey law requires motorists approaching a
stop sign or red light to come to a complete stop.
State law also requires motorists to stop at a yellow
light unless you are too close to the intersection to
safely stop. Often people speed up to try and make a
light and wind up flying through a red signal. But
this, again, is dangerous and is no excuse for running
the light.

In addition, some municipal police departments
have been out in force making motor-vehicle stops
of anyone not stopping for pedestrians, another
dangerous trend. While motorists need to be focused
on their driving and not texting or talking on the cell
phone, in our opinion, pedestrians also need to be
more attentive and not on their mobile phones as
well, and also not standing in the street until it is time

to cross, as this only confuses drivers. Now that
spring is here, motorists have to be on the lookout for
joggers, walkers and bikers, especially near our
parks.

We also encourage motorists to slow down near
ball fields, as a lot of baseball and soccer games are
being played this time of the year that attract crowds
with people walking in the street and appearing
suddenly from between cars. Drivers also need to
drive more slowly in parking lots, as cars are backing
out of spaces and people are walking in theses lots.

Another thing that is dangerous is changing lanes
without signaling and doing so at a high rate of
speed. This risks the lives of others and can cause a
chain-reaction crash, especially on our highways.
Police also are out with their radar equipment,
looking for speeders.

Additionally, angry drivers are a danger. Some-
times they tailgate another driver or cut them off. We
encourage anyone who has been the victim of road
rage to report the incident to police, including the
plate number if they can.

Let’s all be more careful on the roadway so we can
all have a safe spring and summer.

http://www.goleader.com/news/http://www.goleader.com/news/http://www.goleader.com/news/http://www.goleader.com/news/http://www.goleader.com/news/

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Lapin – Rabbit fur used in imitation

of more valuable skins
2. Lefe – Loved one; a friend
3. Parget – Plaster or wall coating
4. Mear – A boundary

TAMANOIR
1. A deep cut or gash
2. The three-toed anteater
3. A slaughterhouse for cattle
4. A wine cellar or place where wine is

sold or kept
WINNOCK

1. A one-horse carriage
2. An old work horse
3. A window
4. A fish net

WETHER
1. A castrated ram
2. To entise or trick
3. A small cleaning cloth
4. To chill or harden

TALION
1. A guardian spirit
2. Punishment that exacts a penalty

just like the crime
3. Winged sandals
4. An outside staircase
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I Offer Citizens A Sound Endorsement
For Council Candidate, My Husband

Garwood Will See Through The
Empty Rhetoric And Scare Tactics Letters to the Editor

Last week’s editorial page was cer-
tainly a busy space! It seems there are
several things to address so I will do my
best.

Mr. Paterson asked me directly, “Why
do we have primary elections?” The
obvious answer is to determine nomi-
nees for the General Election. Mr. Pater-
son followed up with a demand for me
to do exactly as he said regarding his
unending attacks against the county
government or be labeled as “afraid.”

Mr. Paterson, I am not afraid of any-
one, including you. My mind is my
own and I will use my voice properly,
both during this campaign and, should
I eventually be elected to the Borough
Council, to advocate for my fellow
Garwood taxpayers on issues of local
concern. There is no need to adopt your
confrontational methods, should the
need arise, for any interaction with
county or state level officials. The job
of Garwood’s Mayor and Council are
to govern and administer our borough,
not Union County. The selection pro-
cess for the county manager is irrel-
evant to the business of governing
Garwood. Considering your allega-
tions, the proper venue would likely be
a state-level office with relevant juris-
diction rather than “standing by your
side” at a Freeholder meeting.

Moving on to an actual local issue, I
am delighted to address the commen-
tary of Michael Ince regarding our DPW.
In his letter, Mr. Ince highlights one
aspect of the Garwood Forward pri-
mary point - “Responsible budgeting

with proper planning to ensure sound
fiscal policies” regarding a manage-
ment study of the DPW. He jumps from
one conclusion to the next, ending up at
a doomsday scenario where half of the
staff has been laid off, we have a differ-
ent company picking up garbage on
every block and a separate tax bill for
the service. Mr. Ince also seems to feel
the entire concept was a proposal of
“Republican Council members,” when
numerous members of the Council from
both parties have floated similar con-
cepts as far back as 2007. In fact, Mr.
Ince’s running mate, Ms. Todisco, in
her earlier campaigns, as well as on the
record during the May 27, 2014, Coun-
cil meeting, has proposed outsourcing
this exact service without any study
behind it to prove that it would be
effective or save tax dollars.

When this was being discussed by
our team, Mayor Lombardo had a lot to
say and provided a similar number to
what Mr. Ince stated (60 percent), re-
garding the amount of time the DPW
spends picking up trash. The result of
our team discussions was to include the
management study as a “plank” be-
cause no one could determine if this
type of outsourcing would provide sav-
ings. We don’t know what an honest,
independent and transparent manage-
ment study process about the DPW will
reveal. It may show there is nothing to
improve on, or that outsourcing some
other service may be more cost effec-
tive than trash collection.

The Garwood Forward team feels
everything must be on the table when
discussing how to govern this borough
and effectively manage its finances.
Garwood is one serious issue away
from becoming insolvent, in large part
due to the depleting of surplus along
with the use of one-shot revenues em-
ployed in recent years by both Finance
Chair Todisco and the prior Republican
administration. Due to these poor
choices of prior governing bodies (all
which Ms. Todisco has been a member
of), a serious occurrence where our
town is deemed at fault, a natural or
man-made disaster, or one more reces-
sion which affects the state or national
economy are severe risks. We could
find ourselves between a rock and a
hard place in which bordering towns
merge with us or deciding how many
employees we must lay off to keep the
town solvent. Anything less than look-
ing at every option, while not further
degrading our surplus to hand out zero
tax increases, amounts to fiscal malfea-
sance at this point.

Our team will not use the jobs of
DPW employees or any of our other
dedicated borough workers as a politi-
cal football. Should there ever be a
need for a reduction in force, attrition
through retirements or workers moving
to other positions would be the pre-
ferred method, unless there was no
other alternative.

We are confident the voters of
Garwood will see through the empty
rhetoric and scare tactics of the oppos-
ing team and pull the lever for respon-
sible leadership on June 5 by voting
Column B for Lombardo-Guerrero-
Kearney.

Vincent Kearney
Regular Democratic Candidate for

Garwood Council

In this day and age when our lives are
disrupted on a fairly regular basis with
the news that officials in whom voters
placed their trust has been found to let
power and title come before people, it
would be refreshing to have people that
we could depend on for the long haul.

I would like to offer the citizens of
Garwood a sound endorsement for Coun-
cil candidate, my husband, Michael Ince
on the “Democrats for Garwood” ticket
along with Mayoral candidate Sara
Todisco and Council candidate Sean
Benoit.

Since I have known and been married
to Michael for more than half of my life,
it is difficult to write without some bias.
That said, Michael is a person of charac-
ter, integrity and has a true desire to be of
service to his community. He has worked
in the public eye as both a police officer
and then as a Special Agent with the FBI
based in New York City. While most of
the details of his work could not be shared
directly, I knew the long hours of dedica-
tion to his career in professional law
enforcement were making a difference in
the city and the country he served.

As a police officer, he and a fellow
officer assisted in the delivery of a child
while the rescue squad was en route. As
an agent, he was involved in several high-
profile national emergencies. After re-
tirement, he continued to serve the com-
munity by working with middle and high
school youth as a leave-replacement guid-
ance counselor in several local districts.
He was well respected in his positions.

In raising our three children, Michael
was very involved in supporting all of
their activities, whether it be helping to
coach t-ball, PAL football, softball, drive
to inter and intrastate volleyball or soccer
competitions or help with any of the
fundraising events these sports needed.
And of course, his loud voice of support
could always be heard at the games!

Michael is a thoughtful listener. While
raising three teens (now adults), he was
able to respond thoughtfully and respect-
fully to their concerns and challenges.
Professionally he served on negotiations
committees and also personnel interview
committees, both of which require the
ability to listen and render rational deci-
sions. He has also been known to inspire,
as he did recently in inspiring a neighbor
to vote for the first time ever. These are
characteristics that I believe would make
him a real asset to the people of Garwood
as a councilman.

Having lived in this area our entire
lives, growing up in Clark and graduating
from ALJ, and now living in Garwood,
we are so excited for this election!
Garwood is at a critical point in its history
and needs people that will work tirelessly
to make sure they are on top of all the
issues and will be responsive to their
questions and concerns. I know Michael,
Sean, and Sara have the time and energy
to work for the people and deliver mea-

surable results.
Finally, I would like to add a few words

about Sara and Sean. We met Sara shortly
after we moved to Garwood while she
was campaigning for Council. Her pro-
fessionalism, clarity of thought and vi-
sion for Garwood impressed us then. It is
obvious that the work she has done as a
champion of our town is flourishing and
I would like to see that continue with her
as our Mayor. Sean’s career in advocat-
ing for those with disabilities adds even
more professionalism and integrity to a
well-grounded team. We are very fortu-
nate to have Sean working on Garwood’s
behalf.

Our family is so proud to support Sara
Todisco for Mayor and Michael Ince and
Sean Benoit for Council on June 5. Please
vote Column D to allow this team’s en-
thusiasm to move Garwood ahead!

Robin Ince
Garwood

Providing simplified consumer banking with 
latest technology and convenience to Small 
Businesses with new lending office.

Latest Technology Simplifies Banking 
Westfield is a tech-savvy community. The 
Westfield Financial Center will showcase 
the latest technology to simplify banking. 
Interactive teller machines will allow 
customers to conduct transactions using a 
remote-controlled, interactive kiosk while 
being virtually guided by an off-site banker. 
These “tellers” are designed to handle the 
more routine transactions (check cashing, 
deposits, loan payments, etc), allowing 
on-site bank representatives to assist with 
new account openings, loan applications, 
loan closings, and more.

Unique Combo - Banking Center & Loan 
Production Office 
The Westfield Financial Center will also be 
staffed with commercial loan officers to help 
customers with their business and commercial 
loan needs. The larger national banks have 
underserved the small business community. 
Spencer will fill this gap with a significant 
and ongoing commitment to local business 
owners here. Our personalized level of service 
and attention will serve them well.  

Made for the Westfield Community
The Westfield Financial Center, stationed 
right across from the train station, will have 
extended hours from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Westfield 
is a bustling commuter hub and these hours 
will align with commuters’ schedules. A 
24-hour ATM machine will also be available.

Meet Your Financial Center Manager
Marta Alexandre, celebrating 15 years with 
Spencer, will serve as the Financial Center 
Manager. A longtime Union County resident 
herself, Alexandre has 
a strong sense of what 
local residents and 
businesses need in a 
community financial 
institution.

“The secret of what 
makes this bank so 
successful is the fact 
that it has all the 
same capabilities of a 
larger bank but is able 
to provide something 
they do not – and 
that is a high level of 
personal attention and commitment to 
customers,” Alexandre said. “Our customers 
experience how dedicated we are and how 
we always go the extra mile for them. That 
is something you can’t replicate. We’re all 
excited about expanding into Westfield. I’ve 
built strong contacts in the community over 
the years and know they’re  going to really 
enjoy this new way of banking.”

The Westfield Financial Center will replace 
Spencer’s traditional branch in neighboring 
Garwood. Located at 240 North Avenue West, 
in the heart of Westfield, it is expected to 
open in July 2018. Spencer will continue to 
announce details and special offers as that 
time approaches. 

Learning More About Spencer
Spencer Savings Bank, a community bank 
headquartered in Elmwood Park, N.J. has 
21 branches throughout New Jersey. The 
bank has been in Union County since 1987 
and currently has branches in neighboring 
Cranford and Garwood, as well as Union 
and Elizabeth.

The Future of Banking
Spencer Savings Bank Selects Westfield, N.J. 

As Site Of New Banking Concept

Marta Alexandre
Financial Center Manager

Spencer Savings Bank

1-800-363-8115 • spencersavings.com

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Substituting Vaping for Smoking
Only Results In Another Health Risk
The recent public discussion about

vaping and “Juuling” that occurred at
our high school really opened the
eyes of a lot of parents who may have
been clueless about what their kids
are doing to themselves. There is a lot
of conflicting and confusing infor-
mation available online, on YouTube
and social media about the so-called
benefits of vaping vs. smoking ciga-
rettes. It’s true that a recent report by
the National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering and Medicine concluded
that overall, vaping is safer than in-
haling burning tobacco. Here’s a link
to a detailed story on vox.com that is
pretty complete:

https://www.vox.com/science-and-
health/2018/1/23/16923070/nas-re-
port-e-cigarettes-health-risks

While vaping doesn’t expose the
user to the carcinogens present in
tobacco, it is an effective, cheap and
readily available delivery system for
nicotine. Nicotine is one of the most
addictive substances on the planet.
One of the most troubling conclu-
sions of the above report is, vaping is
a gateway to long-term nicotine use,
either through cigarettes or contin-
ued vaping. Nicotine is a stimulant
that works on the brain over time, and
not in a good way. As a former ciga-
rette smoker who required three tries
before finally quitting for good, I can
tell you it’s better to never start than

to try to quit. Even today, 34 years
after quitting, my lung capacity is
diminished by a three-pack-a-day
habit that occupied me from age 14 to
29. The rate of young people smok-
ing cigarettes has been going down
steadily, a trend that is threatened,
according to the report’s findings.

The Food and Drug Administra-
tion is still figuring out how to ap-
proach vaping from a regulatory
standpoint. In the State of New Jer-
sey, it is illegal to purchase any to-
bacco or vaping products if you are
under 21. In Fanwood, our local health
department does regular checks of
businesses by sending in underage
people to test whether they are being
sold these products. If they are, the
businesses risk significant fines and
the loss of their tobacco licenses.

Peer acceptance is a strong im-
perative for our kids and vaping
seems to be one avenue towards that.
In my day, it was smoking cigarettes.
Until there is more information avail-
able about the long-term effects, as-
sume that substituting vaping for
smoking cigarettes simply substitutes
one health risk for another. Nag your
kids about it. Parents and teachers
are still the most important influ-
ences in their lives.

Tom Kranz, Fanwood Councilman
Liaison to Fanwood Board of Health

Forgive Me, But If I Am Voting
For A Garwood Democrat

I find it disappointing, but not surpris-
ing that the Lombardo team and their
surrogates continue to attack residents
such as myself in their previous letters. It
says a lot that, rather than declare the
reasons their candidates should win the
June 5 primary, they resort to calling out
residents for voicing their opinions. They
also continue to focus on the “process”
rather than actually providing the resi-
dents with their candidates’ record and
new ideas. It shows they don’t feel their
team matches up to the Todisco-Ince-
Benoit ticket.

I also find it comical that their team
purports to be in any way progressive.
This coming from a slate whose supposed
Democratic mayoral candidate was quite
vocal in his votes for Donald Trump and
Republican freeholder candidates. For-
give me, but if I am voting for a Democrat,
I want to know that he shares my values –
not that he just makes convenient token
overtures when realizing he has to now run
in a contested primary and win over Demo-
cratic voters. We need a mayor who shares
our Democratic principles, not one who
uses the party label for personal interests,
like perhaps job positions in a Demo-
cratic-heavy Union County.

When speaking with Sara Todisco, it is
clear that she is a Democrat for the right
reasons as a public school teacher (out-
side of Union County, I may add) who
values strength in community and the
ability of government to do good for
people, like public works projects, safety,
and services. Sara, along with Michael
and Sean, are willing to stand up to cor-

ruption and bad government at every turn
regardless of party labels.

The Todisco-Ince-Benoit team has real
ideas to make a better future in Garwood,
such as a more open application process
to ensure town boards and committees
are representative of the town, to hold
more public forums, to distribute wel-
come packets to new residents, and much
more. Those fresh ideas and Sara’s record
of success as a Councilwoman, including
the first no tax increase in 17 years and
upgrading emergency management equip-
ment, are why I am excited to vote for
them on June 5. I would encourage my
fellow Democrats to check out their full
platform on www.dems4garwood.com/.

My vote will be for Todisco-Ince–
Benoit on June 5 - selecting the Demo-
crats For Garwood team on Column D.

Robert Schilare
Garwood

Save The Arabian/
Israeli Wolf

As a former Cranford resident who’s
proud that Union County consists of
people of all ethnic groups, including
Middle Eastern (mostly Israeli and Leba-
nese), I hope the Arabian/Israeli wolf,
which is the smallest living wolf species
and is related to our American Gray Wolf,
can be saved and protected as an endan-
gered species. My DNA ancestry kit re-
veals that I’m mostly German and En-
glish and Dutch and Irish, and I was glad
to find out that 1 percent of my ancestry
is a combination of Lebanese and Israeli,
and that I’m 2 percent Italian and 2 per-
cent Scandinavian.

I’m a Christian woman who admires
Jesus, an Israeli man, and my departed
friend Edmund Kiamie, a Lebanese-
American man who was a contractor who
lived and worked in Union County before
he passed on in 1984. Thank God many
teachers in Union County are educating
children to respect wolves and to realize
how intelligent and loyal they are. I hope
a philanthropist who has the wherewithal
and interest will come to the defense of
Arabian/Israeli wolves, who are very en-
dangered and need to be protected. Thank
God we Americans are protecting our
Gray Wolves, who are an endangered
species and who can be used in therapy
programs to help patients recover when
they learn to take care of, and bond with,
wolves.

As a former Cranford entry-level li-
brarian, I’m proud to have learned that, a
few years ago, the Cranford Public Li-
brary invited Samson, a wolfdog hybrid
from Howling Woods Farm in Jackson,
NJ, to visit with children at the library to
show them how wonderful wolves are.

Martha McLoughlin,
 Lakewood, NJ

Voting For Sara,
Michael, And Sean

I am very excited that Councilwoman
Sara Todisco is now running for Mayor
of Garwood and she has my full sup-
port. I hope my fellow residents will
join me in voting for her on June 5
along with her running mates, Michael
Ince and Sean Benoit as they run for
Council.

I’ve known Sara for years as she is
very involved in our community from
the Education Foundation to the Lions
Club, and to of course, the Council.
She exemplifies the strong, visible,
active leadership that Garwood needs
as it embarks on redevelopment and
much more.

As I wrote in my endorsement letter
last year, when I reached out to Sara a
few years ago about getting NJ Transit
to put a larger shelter at the Garwood
Train Station, she was able to get it
done. The ability to leverage connec-
tions like these are exactly what
Garwood needs in a Mayor. Further-
more, her responsiveness to residents’
questions and concerns, like mine, is
another quality greatly needed in a
Mayor. I am confident that Sara Todisco
will be the kind of Mayor Garwood
needs to ensure our community is vi-
brant and well represented.

In meeting Michael and Sean, I am
impressed by their career experience
and willingness to serve on the Bor-
ough Council to make sure Garwood
progresses into the future.

I truly hope you will join me in
voting for Sara, Michael, and Sean in
the June 5 Democratic Primary in
Garwood.

Mike Ferrara
Garwood

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.
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– Obituaries –

Henry S. Golinski, 99, Family Man;
Machine Operator, Avid Gardener

Henry S. Golinski, 99, of Scotch
Plains died peacefully on Thursday,
May 3, 2018.

Henry was born in Newark, N.J.,
and was a lifelong resident of Scotch
Plains. He was an avid gardener.
Henry worked as a machine operator
for many years with Disbrow Manu-
facturing in East Orange, N.J.

Henry is predeceased by his wife,
Dorothy J. (2009).

Henry is survived by his loving
children, Emily, Robert (Adelina)

and Henry (Krystyna); caring grand-
children, Matthew, Roger and Alison,
and cherished great-grandchildren,
Adrianna, Ryan and Jacob.

The family received relatives and
friends for a visitation on Tuesday,
May 8, at the Rossi Funeral Home,
1937 Westfield Avenue, Scotch
Plains.

Inurnment will take place at Hill-
side Cemetery in Scotch Plains at 1
p.m. today, Thursday, May 10.

May 10, 2018

Robert E. Wyckoff, Was Mountainside
Councilman, Fire Chief, DPW Director

Robert E. Wyckoff

Robert E. Wyckoff,  80, of
Mountainside, N.J., passed away
peacefully at his resi-
dence, surrounded by his
loving family, on Satur-
day, May 5, 2018.

Bob was a former coun-
cilman for the Borough of
Mountainside from 1983
to 1993, and a former Fire
Chief and lifetime mem-
ber of the Mountainside
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, where he had served
since 1967. Bob was the
Director of the Public
Works Department for
Mountainside, retiring in 2000. He
also worked as a sales consultant for
22 years with the Reliance Equip-
ment Company in Newark, N.J.

Born in Springfield, N.J., to the
late John W. and Frances Ruban
Wyckoff, Robert was a graduate of
Jonathan Dayton High School, and
served in the U.S. Army. He loved
gardening, and visiting Drayton Is-
land, Fla. Bob enjoyed traveling in
the RV with his family. They vis-
ited many places throughout the

United States, Canada and Mexico.
Bob is survived by his wife, Joyce

Ann (née McCray)
Wyckoff; three daughters,
Amanda Parker and her
husband, Jeffrey, Wendy
A. Wulstein and Katherine
F. Wyckoff; six grandchil-
dren, Michael Wulstein,
and Jessica, Kayla, Jared,
Marilena and Mia Parker,
and a brother, John W.
Wyckoff, and his wife,
Esther.

Robert’s visitation was
held Tuesday, May 8, at the
Gray Funeral Home, 318

East Broad Street, Westfield. His Fu-
neral Mass was celebrated on Wednes-
day, May 9, 2018, at the Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside. Private burial will be
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
To offer condolences, please go to
www.grayfuneralhomes.com.

Memorial contributions may be
made in Robert’s memory to the
American Cancer Society at
donate3.cancer.org.

May 10, 2018

Norbert Wagner, Dedicated Patriarch;
Retired Executive, U.S. Navy Veteran
Norbert Wagner, 82, passed away

peacefully on Saturday, May 5,
2018, at his home in Westfield sur-
rounded by his loving family. Born
and raised in Brooklyn, N.Y., he
had lived and raised his family in
Westfield since 1964.

Mr. Wagner was a graduate of
Columbia University, with a
bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineer-
ing. Upon graduation he was com-
missioned into the U.S. Navy, serv-
ing for four years, 1958 to 1961,
which included time on the destroyer
USS Gainard.

He worked for many years with
Elizabethtown Water Co. in
Netherwood and later in Westfield,
before retiring as Senior Vice-Presi-
dent of Operations. During his pro-
fessional years he served as presi-
dent of the Plainfield Rotary, presi-
dent of New Jersey Water Resources
Association, president of the North
Jersey Water Conference, member
of the National Society of Profes-
sional Engineers (Union County
Chapter President) and member of
the American Water Works Asso-
ciation as well as other civic and
professional organizations.

A primary source of joy to him
was spending time with his wife,
daughters and grandchildren. An-
nual Perkins Cove vacations hold a
special place in our hearts and cre-
ated lifelong memories. Norbert and
Carol Jean traveled extensively in
his retirement years, relishing their
time together.

Mr. Wagner was predeceased by
his parents, Nicholas and Elsa
Wagner. He is survived by his lov-
ing wife of 55 years, Carol Jean; his
three daughters, Elizabeth Wagner-
Boan, Catherine Denning (Paul,
deceased) and Margaret Nock
(Frank), and his seven grandchil-
dren, Charles and Jennifer Boan,
Marcella and Niko Denning, and
Lucas, Max and Marcus Nock. He
will be deeply missed by all.

A Mass was celebrated on Tues-
day, May 8, at the Church of St. Anne
in Garwood. Interment was private.
Arrangements are by Dooley Colo-
nial Funeral Home in Westfield. For
additional information or to sign the
guestbook, please visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.

May 10, 2018

Watchung Reservation to Be
Hist. Soc. Luncheon Topic

WESTFIELD — As part of the
Westfield Historical Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon series, Ann
DeCamp, Billy Toth and Charles
Weltner will present a talk June 6 on
“The Watchung Reservation: Our
Forest Treasure.” The event will be-
gin at 11:45 a.m. at the Echo Lake
Country Club, located at 515 Spring-
field Avenue, Westfield.

The Watchung Reservation was
designed nearly 100 years ago by the
Olmsted Brothers as a link in the
chain of county parks throughout
Union County and is the largest for-
ested Union County park. The guest
speakers are three of the many stew-
ards who have helped face obstacles
to the preservation of the Reserva-
tion and the natural resources that it
holds. They will outline their jour-
ney in acting to preserve the forest
and wildlife of the Watchung Reser-
vation, including their recent suc-
cess in helping to prevent mountain
biking through the forest trails.

Ms. DeCamp is a former research
scientist and retired corporate phar-
maceutical executive who has a life-
long interest in botany and native

plants. She holds a doctorate in or-
ganic chemistry. In retirement, she
enjoys photography, gardening and
advocating for the Watchung Reser-
vation and other Olmsted parks.

Mr. Toth is an independent AIA,
NCARD, LEED-AP architect prac-
ticing in Plainfield. He serves on the
Plainfield Planning Board, maintains
a section of the Appalachian Trail
and enjoys rock climbing, hiking and
bicycling.

Mr. Weltner is an attorney, admit-
ted in Georgia and New Jersey, and
practices litigation, estates and es-
tate planning. A Plainfield resident,
he has served on the board of the
Plainfield Symphony since 2007. He
enjoys gardening, hiking and motor-
cycling.

Those wishing to attend the lun-
cheon may make a reservation by
calling or e-mailing Carol at (908)
654-1794 or
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.
Payment must be received by noon
on Friday, June 1. Attendees are
asked to indicate any special dietary
instructions. The luncheon fee is $35
for Westfield Historical Society
members and $40 for non-members
and includes a three-course meal,
coffee/tea and gratuity. The luncheon
fee may be mailed to Westfield His-
torical Society, P.O. Box 613,
Westfield, N.J. 07091, or paid online
at westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.
Westfield Historical Society mem-
berships also will be available at the
luncheon.

The Westfield Historical Society
is celebrating its 50th anniversary
this year. For further information on
the Historical Society and its activi-
ties, or to volunteer, call (908) 654-
1794 or visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and
like the organization on Facebook.

Westfield Library to Present
Two Flute Concerts In May
WESTFIELD — Two flute con-

certs will take place at the Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street, in mid-May.

A flute and guitar concert will be
offered on Friday, May 18, at 1:30
p.m., at the library’s TGIF! pro-
gram. TGIF! is an afternoon pro-
gram for adults that covers music
and movies, and includes light re-
freshments. Accomplished flutist
Marjorie Koharski and guitarist
Keith Calmes will perform famil-
iar classical and popular tunes.

Ms. Koharski is a flutist and pic-
coloist with the Monmouth Sym-
phony Orchestra, flutist with the
Elysion Winds Quintet, a former
faculty member of the Monmouth
Conservatory of Music, and a mem-
ber of the New York Flute Club and
the New Jersey Flute Society.

Mr. Calmes earned degrees in
classic guitar performance from
California State University,
Northridge; University of Southern
California and the Juilliard School.
He debuted at Carnegie Recital Hall
as winner of the Artists Interna-
tional Competition. Mr. Calmes
teaches at Wall High School.

On Saturday, May 19, at 2 p.m.,
the Silvertones, a New Jersey flute

ensemble, will play a diverse rep-
ertoire of music for flutes of all
sizes. The group will present folk
songs, jazz standards and chamber
pieces.

Selections will include “Boogie
Woogie Bugle Boy” and a medley of
other recognizable songs such as
“Oh, Susanna” and “Shenandoah.”
This group of musicians — doctors,
teachers and public servants by day
— including Youth Services Librar-
ian Mandy Richards — has per-
formed concerts at libraries,
Hadassah fundraisers, churches and
community centers. The Silvertones
is composed of the piccolo, C flute,
alto flute, bass flute and contrabass.

The TGIF! flute and guitar con-
cert is open to all. The Silvertones
program is open to Westfield Me-
morial  Library and MURAL
cardholders. MURAL cardholders
belong to the 44 libraries that are
part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. In-
terested persons are advised to visit
the Westfield Memorial Library
website, wmlnj.org, and click on
the “About Us” tab to see if their
library is a MURAL participant.
To register for the Silvertones pro-
gram, visit wmlnj.org and click on
the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, option 0.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18001409

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008727-17

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST TO
BANK OF AMERICA NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
THE SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO LASALLE
BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, IN ITS CA-
PACITY AS TRUSTEE FOR THORNBURG
MORTGAGE SECURITIES TRUST 2006-6

VS.
Defendant: JAMES F. ZAMBRI A/K/A JAMES

ZAMBRI; MRS. ZAMBRIA, SPOUSE OF JAMES
F. ZAMBRIA A/K/A JAMES ZAMBRIA; BANK OF
AMERICA, N.A.; MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. AS NOMI-
NEE FOR E-LOAN, INC.; MARIA SILVA; LAKE-
LAND WEST CAPITAL XXIII O/B/O SUCCES-
SOR BY ASSIGNMENT TO BANK OF AMERICA
NA; MARINA DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT CO T/
A BORGATA; PNC BANK NATION ASSOCIA-
TION; AMERISOURCEBERGEN DRUG COR-
PORATION; STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 06/06/2018
Writ of Execution: 02/20/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Thirty Thousand Eight Hundred Forty and 12/
100*** $730,840.12.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 2020 WINDING BROOK
WAY, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

Tax LOT 38, BLOCK 13301.
Dimensions of Lot: 001.215.
Nearest Cross Street: BAYBERRY LANE.
-2018 - DUE DATE
• QTR2 - 05/01: $7,291.37 OPEN
• SEWER ACCOUNT #: 07/01/2017 - 12/31/

2017 $139.80 OPEN PLUS PENALTY; $139.79
OPEN PLUS PENALTY; OWED IN ARREARS;
SEWER CHARGES ARE BASED ON PRIOR
WATER CONSUMPTION.

Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Fifty-Two
Thousand One Hundred Eleven and 33/100***
$752,111.33 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 05/10, 05/17, 05/24
& 05/31/18 Fee: $228.48

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18001404

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-030066-15

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY AS TRUSTEE

VS.
Defendant: LORI MASE A/K/A LORI

LOWENSTEIN MASE A/K/A LORI
LOWENSTEIN; TOM MASE A/K/A THOMAS V.
MASE; PATRICIA HELLER-JACKSON; MID-
LAND FUNDING, LLC; COUNTY EDUCATORS
FCU

Sale Date: 06/06/2018
Writ of Execution: 02/27/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Twenty-Four Thousand Fifty-Three and 26/100***
$524,053.26.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 138 VERNON TER-
RACE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax LOT 8, BLOCK 5601.
Dimensions of Lot: 50 feet wide by 140 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: PINE GROVE AVENUE.
2018 TAXES: QTR2 - 05/01 : $3,564.33 OPEN.
SEWER ACCT#: 9203 01/01/2018 - 12/31/

2018 $165.00 OPEN.
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Thirty-Six Thou-

sand Eight Hundred Thirty-Two and 80/100***
$536,832.80 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 05/10, 05/17, 05/24
& 05/31/18 Fee: $195.84

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18001301

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-021606-17

Plaintiff: NEW PENN FINANCIAL, LLC D/B/A
SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE SERVICING

VS.
Defendant: DAVID ZIEGLER; MELINDA

ZIEGLER; ASSUNTA ZIEGLER
Sale Date: 05/23/2018
Writ of Execution: 01/25/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Sixty-Eight Thousand One Hundred Two and 51/
100*** $368,102.51.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of FANWOOD in the County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 150 WILLOUGHBY
ROAD, FAN WOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023.

Tax LOT 22, BLOCK 29.
Dimensions of Lot: 67 feet wide by 136 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: MIDWAY AVENUE.
2018 TAXES: QTR2 - 05/01: $3,197.33 OPEN
For sale information, please visit Auction, at

www.Auction.com or call (800) 280-2832.
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Seventy-Seven

Thousand Seven Hundred Seventy-Four and
61/100*** $377,074.61 together with lawful inter-
est and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 04/26, 05/03, 05/10
& 05/17/18 Fee: $185.64

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18001416

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-035681-14

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY AS TRUSTEE AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE CERTIFICATEHOLDERS OF THE
MORGAN STANLEY ABS CAPITAL I INC.
TRUST 2005-WNC1 MORTGAGE PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES SERIES 2005-
WMC1

VS.
Defendant: GENE P. NAGEL; LAURIELLE

NAGEL; FORD MOTOR CREDIT COMPANY
LLC; STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 06/06/2018
Writ of Execution: 02/20/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Twenty-Three Thousand Seventy-Seven and 77/
100*** $823,077.77.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of MOUNTAINSIDE in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 1634 NOTTINGHAM
WAY, MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092.

Tax LOT 100, BLOCK 3.A.
Dimensions of Lot: 000.399 AC.
Nearest Cross Street: FRIAR LANE.
-2018- DUE DATE
• QTR2 - 05/01: $3,220.86 OPEN
Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Forty-Two Thou-

sand Three Hundred Ninety-Nine and 26/100***
$842,399.26 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 05/10, 05/17, 05/24
& 05/31/18 Fee: $195.84

Audrey Mae Akerly, 85, Active In
Church and Local Organizations

Audrey Mae Akerly

Audrey Mae Akerly, 85, passed
away peacefully at home on Wednes-
day, May 2, 2018, surrounded by her
loving family. Born in
Clinton, Iowa, Audrey
was raised and lived in
Illinois before moving to
Westfield, N.J.

Audrey graduated
from Illinois Wesleyan
University, where she
was a member of Alpha
Gamma Delta sorority
and met the love of her
life, John.

Audrey and her hus-
band were members of
The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, where she served as a
Deacon and on various committees
over the years. They were also mem-
bers of Echo Lake Country Club.

She was a member of Rake and
Hoe Garden Club and was involved
with the Friends of the Westfield Me-
morial Library, the Historical Society
and the College Women’s Club of
Westfield. She also was an avid fan of
Duke Basketball, and rarely missed
watching a game.

Audrey was devoted to her fam-
ily, and was happiest when they
spent time together. She and her

husband spent the win-
ter months in Naples,
Fla., where she enjoyed
the weather, the beach,
and shelling.

Audrey was prede-
ceased by her beloved
husband, John F. Akerly,
who died in 2016. Sur-
viving are her daughter,
Carole, of Cary, N.C., and
her son, Richard, of
Westfield, N.J. She is also
survived by her brother,
William Dearinger of

Wayland, Mich.
In lieu of flowers, donations may

be made to The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield Landscape Revitaliza-
tion Fund at 140 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield, N.J. 07090. Arrangements
are by Memorial Funeral Home of
Fanwood, N.J. Please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com for ad-
ditional information or to sign the
guestbook.

May 10, 2018

Madeleine Korfmacher To
Discuss Nicaragua Trip

WESTFIELD — The Peace and
Justice Committee of Holy Trinity
and St. Helen’s Parishes invites the
public to hear a presentation from
Madeleine Korfmacher, a social
worker at Haven Hospice – JFK
Hospital, about her recent mission
trip to Nicaragua. Her talk will
take place on Thursday, May 31, at
7:30 p.m., at St. Helen’s Parish
Center, Rooms 102-103, 1600
Rahway Avenue, Westfield.

Ms. Korfmacher will share pho-
tographs from her trip and discuss
experiences of Nicaraguan joys and
struggles. The focus of her presen-
tation will be on the visits made to
various Peaceworks Projects, in-
cluding a children’s center to help
homeless teens, medical and den-
tal clinics, women’s support pro-
grams to help victims of domestic
violence,  and micro-lending
projects to help impoverished
women start their own businesses.
For further information about Ms.

Korfmacher’s presentation, e-mail
info@pajcohtandsh.org.

The Peace and Justice Commit-
tee of Holy Trinity and St. Helen’s
seeks to educate parishioners about
the social teachings of the Catholic
Church, building a just society and
living lives of holiness amidst the
challenges of modern society.

SILVER SOUNDS...The Silvertones, a New Jersey flute ensemble, pictured, will
perform various musical selections at the Westfield Memorial Library on Satur-
day, May 19, at 2 p.m. A day earlier, the library will feature a flute and guitar
concert for its TGIF! program at 1:30 p.m.

Basket Auction Set
At St. James School

SPRINGFIELD — The Saint
James Home and School Associa-
tion will present Basket Bonanza,
a Tricky Tray Basket Auction, on
Saturday, May 19, in the school
gymnasium. Doors open at 6:30
p.m. Admission is $25 and includes
one sheet of Tier 1 tickets, coffee
and dessert.

This is an adults-only, BYOB
and food event. Prizes include a
55-inch smart TV, Kitchen Aid Bar-
becue Grill, themed baskets, gift
cards, tickets to area attractions
and events and more.

For more information, or to pur-
chase an admission ticket, contact
Eileen Vesey at eileenvesey@aol.com
or call Saint James School at (973)
376-5194. Saint James School is lo-
cated at 41 South Springfield Av-
enue, Springfield.

NAMI Lists Meeting
Of Support Group

CRANFORD — NAMI Union
County/National Alliance on Mental
Illness offers a support group for
caregivers of loved ones who have a
mental health diagnosis. The group
will meet next on May 15.

Peer-led monthly group meetings
are held from 7:30 to 9 p.m. on the
third Tuesday of every month at the
First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford, located at 11 Springfield
Avenue. For more information, call
(908) 233-1628 or e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com.
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Gregory Allan Fino and Miss Jessica Moran

Miss Jessica Moran
To Marry Gregory A. Fino

Mrs. Eileen Moran of Westfield,
New Jersey, is pleased to announce
the engagement of her daughter,
Miss Jessica Moran, also the daugh-
ter of the late Richard Moran, to
Gregory Allan Fino, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Paul A. Fino of Bronxville,
New York.

Miss Moran, a graduate of Elon
University, is a Registered Senior Cli-

ent Associate for Merrill Lynch Glo-
bal Wealth Management Company in
Boca Raton, Florida. Mr. Fino gradu-
ated from Lynn University and is the
Aftermarket and Customization Spe-
cialist of Big Boy Rides, LLC in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida.

A November wedding is planned at
Ocean Reef Club in Key Largo,
Florida.

Col. Konstantine Zoganas Is
F-SP Parade Grand Marshal

SCOTCH PLAINS/FANWOOD —
Marine Corps Colonel Konstantine
Zoganas, an Iraq War veteran and
Scotch Plains resident since 1995, will
serve as grand marshal
of the 2018 Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Memorial
Day Parade on Monday,
May 28.

Colonel Zoganas said
he is honored that the
Township of Scotch
Plains and Borough of
Fanwood chose him to
serve as grand marshal
of this year’s parade. A
1987 graduate of Saint
Joseph’s College of
Maine, he worked as an
accountant before en-
listing in the Marine
Corps in October 1990. One of the
older enlisted men, his colleagues,
sometimes almost a decade younger,
referred to him as “pops.”

“There’s no greater honor than serv-
ing your country,” said Colonel
Zoganas, whose father served in a medi-
cal M.A.S.H. unit in Korea. “The mili-
tary is a fantastic route. You have the
opportunity to lead as an 18- or 19-
year-old. You make life-and-death de-
cisions that impact your own men and
the lives of the people of that country.”

Upon graduation from training at
Parris Island, S.C., he attended the
Fire Direction Controlmen course at
Fort Sill, Okla., and was assigned to
Alpha Battery 1st Battalion, 10th
Marines in Camp Lejeune, N.C. He
was selected for Officer Candidate
School in 1992 and was commissioned
on April 10, 1992.

While assigned to Battery R, 5th
Battalion, 10th Marines he served as
Forward Observer, Fire Direction Of-
ficer, Guns Platoon commander and
Battery Executive Officer. He left ac-
tive service in September 1995 and
entered the Marine Corps Reserve in
March 1996. He later served as Op-
erations and Executive Officer from

November 2003 to May 2009 and was
deployed to Iraq from July 2006 to
April 2007. As Task Force Military
Police Executive Officer in command

of 1,500 Marines, his
mission included setting
up convoy escorts for
military suppliers, man-
aging the regional de-
tention facility, working
with military dogs and
training the Iraqi police
force.

Colonel Zoganas later
commanded the 3rd Bat-
talion, 14th Marines,
from May 2009 to July
2011. He later was reas-
signed to the Marine Air
Ground Task Force Staff
Training Program in

Quantico, Va., where he served as the
detachment Operations Officer and sub-
sequently the Chief of Staff from Octo-
ber 2013 to August 2017. He currently
is assigned to the National Defense
University in Washington, D.C., where
he provides training and exercise sup-
port to the Center for Applied Strategic
Learning and will retire on June 1. His
decorations include the Meritorious Ser-
vice Medal, Bronze Star Medal, Navy
Marine Corps Achievement Medal,
Iraqi Campaign Medal, Global War on
Terrorism Service Medal, National De-
fense Service Medal, and Armed Forces
Reserve Medal.

In civilian life, Colonel Zoganas is
employed as Senior Vice President
and Director of Information Technol-
ogy for Lakeland Bank. He remains
active with St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church,
UNICO and the Scotch Plains Italian-
American Club. He and his wife, the
former Barbara Suriano, have one son,
Niko, a fourth grader.

“In my remarks, I plan to acknowl-
edge the support system of the fami-
lies who are left behind (when soldiers
are deployed)” Colonel Zoganas
stated. “They are part of ‘the fallen.’”

Col. Konstantine Zoganas

Photo by Bill Howard
NEW RECTOR AT ST. PAUL’S...The Reverend Dr. Duncan Johnston, left,
is inducted April 22 as the 18th Rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Westfield. Presiding was the Right Reverend William H. (Chip) Stokes, right,
Bishop of the Diocese of New Jersey. Reverend Johnston has been serving St.
Paul’s since last September.

Don Jeka Is Grand Marshal
Of Mountainside Parade

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Bor-
ough of Mountainside will sponsor
a Memorial Day ceremony followed
by a parade on Monday, May 28,
honoring those who died in service
to their country.

The ceremony will take place at
11:30 a.m. at the veterans flagpole
monument on Constitution Plaza,
in front of the library. Upon conclu-
sion of the ceremony, veterans,
Scouts, the Mountainside Rotary
Club, rescue squad, fire and police
personnel and community groups
will parade toward Deerfield
School. The parade will proceed
from Constitution Plaza up to Bridle
Path to Wood Valley Road to Cen-
tral Avenue, ending in the Deerfield
School parking lot. It is expected to
end at 12:30 p.m.

Don Jeka will be the grand mar-
shal of this year’s parade. Mr. Jeka
joined the Marine Corps in 1946,
his senior year in high school. Fol-
lowing boot camp at Parris Island,
S.C., he was deployed to China.
After his enlistment expired, he re-
turned to the United States, finished
high school and spent his freshman
year at the University of Miami,
Fla. In 1950, he was called back to
active duty with the Marines at the
outset of the Korean War. He at-
tended Ordnance school at the Ma-
rine base in Quantico, Va., and
joined the staff as an instructor in

ammunition and demolition explo-
sives. He received a World War II
Victory Medal, a National Service
Medal and a China Service Medal.
He qualified as a sharpshooter with
the M1 rifle during his service.

He returned to the university and
earned a bachelor’s degree, major-
ing in journalism. After graduation,
he joined Union Carbide Corpora-
tion for a decade, then joined Burson
Marsteller, a leading public rela-
tions firm, retiring after 25 years as
vice-president, International.

Mr. Jeka and his late wife, Yvonne,
moved to Mountainside in 1963 and
raised two boys, Don Jr. and Paul.
He served on the school board and
the planning board in the borough.
His wife was prominent in real es-
tate and was a past president of the
PTA. His current activities include
painting, writing and occasional
sailing, previously holding a U.S.
Coast Guard Captain’s License.

All are encouraged to attend the
parade. The Mountainside Memo-
rial Day Parade Committee is com-
prised of individuals representing
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, mayor
and borough council, Boy Scouts,
Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts, Rotary
Club, local businesses, police and
fire departments, rescue squad and
others. For further information about
the parade, call Deanna Andre at
(908) 244-4111.

Mountainside Library Posts
Offerings During May

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has an-
nounced various upcoming activi-
ties taking place there during May.

Tuesday Night Movies will con-
tinue with Phantom Thread (2017,
R) on May 15; Wonder (2017, PG)
on May 22 and Darkest Hour
(2017, PG-13) on May 29.

Two events are scheduled for to-
morrow, Friday, May 11. “Aging
Service Kiosk” will take place at
12:30 p.m., with Donna Farrell of
the Union County Department of
Human Services Division on Ag-
ing and Disability Resource Con-
nection. The Friday Operas on Film
series, sponsored by the T. Robel
Hill Foundation and presented by
Mena Clemson, will be available
at 1 p.m. Attendees will see a 1990
production of L’Africaine  by
Giacomo Meyerbeer, starring
Plácido Domingo and Shirley
Verrett. The Chorus, Ballet and Or-
chestra of the San Francisco Opera
is conducted by Maurizio Arena.

Brown Bag Academy: The Great
Courses series continues on Mon-
days, at 1:15 p.m., with “How to
Listen To and Understand Great
Music.” Attendees are invited to
bring their lunch; coffee, tea and
cookies will be served.

“Come Read to Kalee” will be
offered on Friday, May 18, at 3:30

p.m. This program is especially de-
signed for emergent and beginning
readers in kindergarten through
grade 1. Youngsters are invited to
cuddle up and read to therapy dog
Kalee for five to 10 minutes. They
are asked to bring two favorite books
to read when they come. Partici-
pants must reserve a spot for this
program. Kalee will visit the library
once more on Friday, June 1.

“Saturday Musical Getaways:
Blue Jersey Band” will be featured
on May 19, at 2 p.m., in the library’s
Community Room. Blue Jersey
Band plays “Django, Jazz, and
Bluegrazz” – swing, jazz, blues,
bluegrass, gypsy jazz and Ameri-
can songbook. There will be some-
thing for everyone – tunes from the
20s, 30s, 40s, 50s and 60s. For this
performance the band will perform
bluegrass, country and gypsy jazz.
The band’s influences include Tony
Rice, David Grisman and Django
Reinhardt. They feature tight har-
monies and masterful flatpicking
by two-time New Jersey Guitar
Champion Frank Ruck. To sample
the band’s music, visit Blue Jersey’s
website, bluejerseyband.com.

To register for library programs,
stop into the library or call (908)
233-0115. The Mountainside Pub-
lic Library is located at 1 Constitu-
tion Plaza.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18001030

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-000758-14

Plaintiff: CITIBANK, N.A., NOT IN ITS INDI-
VIDUAL CAPACITY, BUT SOLELY AS
TRUSTEE FOR NRZ PASS-THROUGH TRUST
V1

VS.
Defendant: STEVEN JONES; CAROL JONES,

HIS WIFE; BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.; ESSEX
CO BD SOCIAL SERVS; ROBIN HARRIS;
ROBERTA JONES; HCM CLAIM MANAGE-
MENT CORP; DAWN M. CREAMER; JERRY C.
GOLDHAGEN; NICOLE GRIFFIN; MARGARET
RUSH OF INF & IND; RONDELL RUSH INF;
SHARON DELFINO; NELLIE J. BABCOCK; NEW
CENTURY FINANCIAL SERVICES INC; PNC
BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION; UNION CO
BD SOCIAL SERVS; GENERAL ELECTRIC
CAPITAL CORPORATION; BERGEN
REGIONLA MEDICAL CENTER LP; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; VINELAND ANESTHESIA CON-
SULTANTS PC; WEST JERSEY HEALTH SYS-
TEM; ATLANTIC SHORE ORTHOPAEDIC;
UNIVERSITY OF MEDICINE AND DENTI; FIRST
FIDELITY BANKCORPORATION; FORD MO-
TOR CREDIT COMPANY A DELAWARE CORP
CENTRAL COLLECTIONS; PARKSIDE MANOR
APARTMENTS; SHORE MEMORIAL HOSP;
COUNTY OF ATLANTIC; CUMB COUNY BD
SOCIAL SERV; MERCE MAAGEMENT; CITY
OF TRENTON; STONE CENTER OF NJ; SOCI-
ETY HILL HEIGHTS II; CAPITAL COLLECTION
SER; PETROLEUM CORP DBA AUGUSTA
AGWAY; BOSCOVS; COLONNADE APT;
GRANATE FUEL AND SUPPLIES; PRESBYTE-
RIAN HOSPITAL; FLEISCHER

Sale Date: 05/16/2018
Writ of Execution: 12/05/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Seventy-Seven Thousand Four Hundred Ninety-
Nine and 29/100*** $477,499.29.

Property to be sold is located in the Township
of Scotch Plains, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1601 Front Street,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Tax Lot(s): 16, in Block: 602.
Dimensions (Approximately): 52 x 107 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Grant Avenue.
Important: Indicate lien information, if any, to

be advertised pursuant to the Supreme Court
decision of 10/28/99 Summit Bank vs. Dennis
Thiel (A-58-98).

Tax Sale Certificate: Cert.No: 1417, Sold To:
US Bank Cust for BVOOI Trust Amount: $154.63,
Dated: October 28, 2014, Recorded: January 5,
2015, Book: 13866, Page: 591.

Mortgage: Mortgagor: Melissia L. Shackleford
& Robert Banks, Mortgagee: Empire Funding
Corp., Amount: $17,000.00, Dated: July 26, 1994,
Recorded:October 4, 1994, Book: 5466, Page:
102.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Ninety-Three
Thousand Eight Hundred Three and 47/100***
$493,803.47 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRIEDMAN VARTOLO LLP
85 BROAD STREET
SUIT 501
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10004
(212) 471-5150
4 T - 04/19, 04/26, 05/03
& 05/10/18 Fee: $255.00

Trinity Bake Sale to Aid
Maternal-Child Health

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford, will hold a bake
sale fundraiser for the Episcopal Re-
lief & Development (ERD) “Maternal
& Child Health” program this Sunday,
May 13. Globally, 2.6 million children
die each year during the neonatal pe-
riod – in the first four weeks of life.
Additionally, 800 women die every
day from preventable causes related to
pregnancy and childbirth. Ninety-nine
percent of those deaths occur in devel-
oping countries.

“The ERD Maternal & Child Health
program saves lives by encouraging
pregnant women to seek prenatal care,
promoting nutrition for mother and child
and ensuring that babies receive the
recommended vaccinations,” said the
Reverend Andy Kruger, Trinity’s Priest-
in-Charge.

Donations, made payable to “Epis-
copal Relief and Development,” can
be mailed to Trinity or dropped off at
the church office. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 276-4047.

Episcopal Relief & Development,
started in 1940, is the compassionate
response of the Episcopal Church to
human suffering in the world. Hear-
ing God’s call to seek and serve Christ
in all persons and to respect the dig-

Coco to Be Screened at Hanson Park
CRANFORD — Area residents are

invited to bring their blankets and chairs
for a Movie in the Park on Saturday,
May 19, at Hanson Park, located at 38
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

The feature presentation will be
Coco, a 2017 animated fantasy film
produced by Pixar Animation Stu-

dios and released by Walt Disney
Pictures. The story follows a 12-year-
old boy named Miguel Rivera who is
accidentally transported to the land
of the dead, where he seeks the help
of his deceased musician great-great-
grandfather to return him to his fam-
ily among the living. The film won
two Academy Awards for Best Ani-
mated Feature and Best Original Song
(“Remember Me”).

This free family movie night is part
of Cranford Family Weekend and will
start at dusk (approximately 8 p.m.)
There will be popcorn and refresh-
ments for sale. The rain date is Satur-
day, June 2. Movie in the Park is
presented by the Hanson Park Conser-
vancy and Friends of the Cranford
Public Library. For more information,
visit hansonparkconservancy.com.

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

GARCIA PAINTING CO. L.L.C.
PAINTING & DECORATION

P.O. Box 2013
Westfield, New Jersey, 07091

Residential & Commercial, Paper hanging
Power washing, Over 40 years experience

Member Professional painters

Call Anytime at: 908-233-7469
Luis Garcia General Management

J KANIA & SON LLC

FRENCH DRAINS & SUMP PUMPS

BRICK • BLOCK • CONCRETE

ALL TYPES OF

MASONRY REPAIRS

Lic# 13VH08638300

FREE ESTIMATES

908-247-0173

Harry's Painting &

Handy Man Services
Specializing in all types of

residential & commercial painting
interior and exterior

all types of roof repairs • driveway seal-coating
rotten wood repair specialist • sheet rock and ceiling repairs

gutter services • power washing
deck and fence restorations • concrete and cement work

Woodpecker Damage Repairs

Call 732-734-9767
for a free estimate

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 2nd day of
May, 2018 the Planning Board of the Town-
ship of Cranford, in the County of Union
took the following action:

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Planning Board of the Township of
Cranford has awarded a contract without
competitive bidding for professional ser-
vices pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
to Jonathan E. Drill, Esq., 571 Pompton
Avenue, Cedar Grove, Essex County,
New Jersey. This contract and the resolu-
tion authorizing it are available for public
inspection in the office of zoning official
located at the Municipal Building, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey.

The contract has been awarded to
Jonathan E. Drill, Esq., for professional
services as special counsel for the remain-
ing calendar year of 2018 at a cost of
$7,500.00 with provisions for work to be
billed at a rate of $175.00 per hour, not
to exceed a total of $10,000.00.

Donna Pedde
Board Secretary

1 T - 5/10/18, the Leader Fee: $25.50

nity of every human being, ERD
serves to bring together the generos-
ity of Episcopalians and others with
the needs of the world.

 For more information about Trin-
ity Episcopal Church, call (908) 276-
4047 or visit trinitycranford.org/.
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WOMEN’S HISTORY...The Westfield Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR) held a meeting and Post Civil War presentation by local historian
and author Joanne Rajoppi on April 15. Pictured are several Westfield DAR
members and prospective members with Ms. Rajoppi, shown fifth from the left. Ms.
Rajoppi also is the Union County Clerk, and her presentation was primarily focused
on women’s roles in the post-Civil War era and how they handled life’s extreme
difficulties with husbands who came home severely injured or had even died. Ms.
Rajoppi answered questions and held an open discussion at the end.

N.J. Photographer to Speak
To College Women Monday
CRANFORD — The College

Women’s Club of Cranford will meet
on Monday, May 14, at 7 p.m., at the
First Presbyterian Church, located
at 11 Springfield Avenue, Cranford.

“The Garden State in Bloom”
will be the topic of the meeting
presentation by New Jersey pho-
tographer Walter Choroszewski.
Mr. Choroszewski has published
18 photographic books and has
been a leading advocate of New
Jersey Pride since 1980, when he
was commissioned to photograph
the state for a book project, “NEW
JERSEY A Scenic Discovery,”
which launched his photographic
career and link to the Garden State.

During the program Monday
evening, Mr. Choroszewski will re-
visit the beautiful public gardens of
New Jersey pictured in his award-
winning book, “The Garden State
In Bloom.” This program showcases
his 25 favorite public gardens with
colorful photography and historical
information about each garden. Mr.
Choroszewski’s photographs were
the inspiration for creating the iconic
state tourism campaign “New Jer-
sey & You: Perfect Together!” Mr.
Choroszewski was the primary pho-
tographer of the campaign through
the 80s and 90s and was awarded

the first New Jersey Photo Journal-
ism Award by Governor Thomas
Kean in 1989.

In addition to state tourism, Mr.
Choroszewski’s photographs of
New Jersey are widely published
in calendars, magazines and text-
books. His fine art prints and mu-
rals of New Jersey are found in
corporations, hospitals and in many
private collections.

The evening will begin with re-
freshments at 7 p.m. followed by the
meeting and Mr. Choroszewski’s pro-
gram. The meeting is open to the
public.

Networking Group to Look
At Role of Spouse-Partner

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Scotch Plains/Mountainside Pub-
lic Libraries’ Career Networking
Group will present “Coping with
the Strain of Your Search on Your
Family” at its meeting on Monday,
May 14, at 6:30 p.m. The group
will meet at the Mountainside Pub-
lic Library, located at 1 Constitu-
tion Plaza.

A career search can be a stressful
time. A primary source of income
has dried up, individuals do not
know when they will land, and they
experience the rollercoaster of
emotional ups and downs as op-
portunities arise, and then fall
through. A job seeker’s spouse,
partner and family are going
through all of that with him or her,
yet they feel they have no control
over the process.

The person can go to more group
networking events, schedule more
networking meetings, take more
courses, send out more résumés
and pursue additional avenues, but
what can their loved ones do?

Attendees are invited to bring
spouses and partners to the Career
Networking Group meeting as Ca-
reer Search Counselor John Hadley
shows strategies to safeguard those
relationships and actually put them
to work to move one’s search for-
ward.

Mr. Hadley is the principal at
John Hadley Associates. He teaches
job seekers strategies and skills to

enable them to tap into the “hid-
den” job market and find the best
jobs now. He also works with pro-
fessionals struggling to become in-
fluential leaders. His Career Tips
newsletter provides advice on mar-
keting oneself to more than 9,500
subscribers. For more information,
visit JHACareers.com.

Individuals can connect with the
libraries’ Career Networking
Group on LinkedIn, Career Net-
working Group at SPPL.

Library Teen Advisory Bd.,
Clubs to Meet on May 21

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library’s Teen Advisory
Board (TAB), its Harry Potter Club
and its Teen Anime Club are all sched-
uled to meet on Monday, May 21.

The TAB, which will meet at 6
p.m., is the Scotch Plains teen volun-
teer group for patrons in grades 6 to
12. During meetings, the teen staff
discuss upcoming volunteer opportu-
nities and events and teens can give
their input on what programs and
materials they would like to see in the
library. Any teen currently not a mem-
ber of the TAB and who would like to

join is asked to fill out an application
and turn it in to Dana Vocht, the
library’s new teen librarian.

Following the TAB meeting, the
Harry Potter Club will meet at 7 p.m.
for crafts, trivia and Harry Potter-
themed fun. This event is free and
limited to students in grades 6 to 12.

The Teen Anime Club also will
meet at 7 p.m. that evening to ex-
plore manga, watch “Fairy Tail,”
make crafts and enjoy snacks. Reg-
istration is required. This club is for
teens in grades 6 to 12 only. To
register, visit scotlib.org, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the library Reference Desk.

For more information about any of
these programs, call (908) 322-5007,
extension no. 204, e-mail
library@scotlib.org or visit the Refer-
ence Desk. To learn more about other
upcoming teen activities, check out
the library’s website, scotlib.org/teens.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Jewelry-Making Club
To Meet Monday

SCOTCH PLAINS — Crafters of
all skill levels are welcome to join
the Scotch Plains Public Library’s
jewelry-making club on Monday,
May 14, at 10 a.m. Crafters may
work with Perthea Brown on a simple
beading project or they can bring
their own supplies for something
more advanced.

This program is free and open to all
until space is filled. Advance registra-
tion is required. To register, go to
scotlib.org, e-mail library@scotlib.org,
call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204, or stop by the library Reference
Desk. The Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.

INTERFAITH VISIT...Students from Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains
and Kouser Izhar, a Moslem woman from East Brunswick, met at the synagogue
April 11 for a conversation about Islam. Mrs. Izhar, an information technology
professional, offered to teach the seventh-grade students about Islam when she
heard of their interest in learning about other religions. She had met Gail Beckman
Buchbinder, education director of Congregation Beth Israel, through the Sister-
hood of Salaam Shalom, an organization that builds strong relationships between
Muslim and Jewish women. The students will continue to meet representatives of
various faiths; the next guest to the temple’s religious school will teach the seventh
graders about Catholicism. Pictured are seventh-grade students with Kouser
Izhar, center, left, and Gail Beckman Buchbinder.

Foreign Film Festival On
Tap at Westfield Library

WESTFIELD — The Foreign Film
Festival will continue at the Westfield
Memorial Library on Monday, May
14, at 2 and 6:30 p.m., with the Japa-
nese film After the Storm. The library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.

Dwelling on his past glory as a
prize-winning author, Ryota (Hiroshi
Abe) wastes the money he makes as a
private detective on gambling and
can barely pay child support. After
the death of his father, his aging mother
(Kirin Kiki) and beautiful ex-wife
(Yoko Make) seem to be moving on
with their lives.

Renewing contact with his ini-
tially distrusting family, Ryota
struggles to take back control of his
existence and to find a lasting place
in the life of his young son (Taiyo

Yoshizawa) — until a stormy sum-
mer night offers them a chance to
truly bond again. The film runs 117
minutes.

The Film Festival will continue in
the summer with A Fantastic Woman
on July 2 (Spanish, 104 minutes);
The Fencer on July 16 (Estonian, 99
minutes); The Women’s Balcony on
July 23 (Hebrew, 96 minutes); Lov-
ing Vincent on July 30 (English, 95
minutes); The Midwife on August 6
(French, 117 minutes) and Loveless
on August 13 (Russian, 127 min-
utes). All of the screening dates are
Mondays.

To learn more about the movies,
check the library’s website at
wmlnj.org. Screenings are free and
open to the public.

Friday Senior Club
Posts Casino Trips

CRANFORD — The Friday Se-
nior Club of Cranford sponsors a trip
the second Wednesday of the month
to Resorts Casino in Atlantic City.
The cost is $30, with a $25 slot play.
For information and reservations, call
Helen at (908) 654-1236.

The club is offering a trip to the
Sands Casino in Bethlehem, Pa., on
Tuesday, May 29, with a $20 slot play
and $5 food voucher. Reservations
and/or information also can be ob-
tained for this trip by calling Helen at
(908) 654-1236.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2212

BOND ORDINANCE STATEMENT AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, has been finally
adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, on May 8, 2018, and the 20-day period of limitation within which a suit, action
or proceeding questioning the validity of such ordinance can be commenced, as provided
in the Local Bond Law, has begun to run from the date of the first publication of this
statement.  Copies of the full ordinance are available, at no cost and during regular
business hours, at the Clerk’s office for members of the general public who request the
same.  The summary of the terms of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS IN, BY AND FOR THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRI-
ATE THE SUM OF $3,225,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE
A DOWN PAYMENT, TO APPROPRIATE CAPITAL SURPLUS, TO AU-
THORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIA-
TION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION
NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

The purposes, appropriations and bonds/notes authorized in this multipurpose
bond ordinance are as follows:

SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS

A. Undertaking of the following road and pedestrian safety improvements: (i) resurfac-
ing of Grove Street (from Rahway Avenue to Central Avenue) (including curb installation
or replacement and drainage improvements, where necessary), (ii) installation of flashing
pedestrian beacons at various locations and (iii) resurfacing or reconstruction of various
roads or sections thereof (including curb installation or replacement and drainage
improvements, where necessary), as set forth on a list prepared by the Town Engineer
on file or to be placed on file with the Town Clerk, and hereby approved as if set forth herein
in full.  Depending upon the contract price and other exigent circumstances, and upon
approval by the Town Council, there may be additions to or deletions from the list referred
to in clause (iii) of the preceding sentence.  It is hereby determined and stated that the
roads being improved are of “Class B” or equivalent construction as defined in Section
22 of the Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated,
as amended; the “Local Bond Law”).

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $3,075,000
Capital Surplus Appropriated $  350,000
Down Payment Appropriated $  150,000
Bonds and Notes Authorized $2,575,000
Period of Usefulness 10 years

B. Undertaking of crosswalk and stop bar striping on a Town-wide basis.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  100,000
Capital Surplus Appropriated $  100,000
Period of Usefulness 5 years

C. Undertaking of an engineering study of Town roads for future road improvements.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   50,000
Capital Surplus Appropriated $   50,000
Period of Usefulness 10 years

———————————————————————————

Aggregate Appropriation and Estimated Cost $3,225,000
Aggregate Capital Surplus Appropriated $  500,000
Down Payment Appropriated $  150,000
Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes Authorized $2,575,000

Grants (if any) Appropriated:  -0-
Section 20 Costs: $69,640
Useful Life of Projects Funded by Debt:  10 years

This Notice is published pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.
Tara Rowley
Town Clerk

Town of Westfield
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 5/10/18, The Leader Fee: $117.30

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR BIDS

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education (hereinafter
referred to as the “Board”) in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-4.5 at the Board
Offices located at 512 Cedar Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076, from interested
vendors for Custodial Supplies and Elec-
trical Supplies (herein referred to as the
“Vendor”) in accordance with the Bid Re-
quests prepared by the Board.

A copy of the Bid Requests may be
inspected and picked up at the Board
offices between the hours of 8:30AM and
4:00PM, except Saturdays, Sundays and
holidays. Further information may be ob-
tained by calling Mrs. Deborah S. Saridaki,
School Business Administrator/Board Sec-
retary at (908) 232-6161 ext. 4013. Bid
Requests may also be e-mailed to inter-
ested providers upon request.

All vendors submitting bids must use
and complete all forms in the manner des-
ignated and include all information required
in the Bid Requests. The Board assumes
no responsibility for bids mailed or misdi-
rected in delivery.  No bid may be with-
drawn for a period of sixty (60) days after
the date set for the opening thereof.

Pursuant to P.L. 2004, c. 57, all bids
must be accompanied by a New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate (BRC)
issued by the New Jersey Department of
Treasury, Division of Revenue. All ven-
dors are required to comply with the re-
quirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127, “Law
Against Discrimination” and the Affirma-
tive Action statutes and regulations,
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C.
17:27-1.1 et seq.

Bids must be submitted to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education no
later than:

* Custodial Supplies (CS2019 – BID
#1)  10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, May 23,
2018.

* Electrical Supplies (ES2019 – BID
#2) 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, May 23,
2018.

1. Submit three (3) copies of the com-
pleted bid package, one (1) with original
signatures and two (2)  copies in an enve-
lope addressed to:

Office of the Business Administrator/
Board Secretary

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation

512 Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
ATTENTION: Mrs. Deborah S. Saridaki,

Business Administrator/Board Secretary
2. Plainly identify on the outside of the

sealed envelope “CS2019 BID #1” or
“ES2019 BID #2.”

3. A Bid Bond or Certified Check for ten
percent (10%) of the bid amount must
accompany the Bid, but not in excess of
$20,000.

All bids will be opened and read publicly
at that time by the School Business Admin-
istrator/Board Secretary, or her designee.

The Board reserves the right to reject
any or all bids and waive any informality in
the process if it is in the best interest of the
Board. No proposal may be deemed ac-
cepted until the adoption of a formal reso-
lution by the Board.

By order of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education in the County of Union,
New Jersey.

Deborah S. Saridaki
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 5/10/18, The Times Fee: $72.42

PUBLIC NOTICE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR BIDS

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education (hereinafter
referred to as the “Board”) in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-4.5 at the Board
offices located at 512 Cedar Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076, from interested
vendors (herein referred to as the “Ven-
dor”) for Custom Grease Exhaust Hood
Purchase and Installation in accordance
with the Bid Specifications prepared by the
Board.

A copy of the Bid Requests may be
inspected and picked up at the Board
offices between the hours of 8:30AM and
4:00PM, except Saturdays, Sundays and
holidays. Further information may be ob-
tained by calling Ms. Deborah S. Saridaki,
School Business Administrator/Board Sec-
retary at (908) 232-6161 ext. 4013.  Bid
Requests may also be e-mailed to inter-
ested providers upon request.

All vendors submitting bids must use
and complete all forms in the manner des-
ignated and include all information required
in the Bid Requests. The Board assumes
no responsibility for bids mailed or misdi-
rected in delivery. No bid may be with-
drawn for a period of sixty (60) days after
the date set for the opening thereof.

Pursuant to P.L. 2004, c. 57, all bids
must be accompanied by a New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate (BRC)
issued by the New Jersey Department of
Treasury, Division of Revenue. All ven-
dors are required to comply with the re-
quirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127, “Law
Against Discrimination” and the Affirma-
tive Action statutes and regulations,
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C.
17:27-1.1 et seq.

Bids must be submitted to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education no
later than 11:30AM on Wednesday, May
23, 2018.

1. Submit two (2) copies of the com-
pleted bid package, one (1) with original
signatures and one (1) copy, in an enve-
lope addressed to:

Office of the Business Administrator/
Board Secretary

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education

512 Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

ATTENTION: Ms. Deborah S.
Saridaki, Business Administrator/

Board Secretary
2. Plainly identify on the outside of the

sealed envelope which bid you are submit-
ting: “Exhaust Hood Bid”.

3. A Bid Bond or Certified Check for ten
percent (10%) of the bid amount must
accompany the Bid, but not in excess of
$20,000.

All bids will be opened and read publicly
at that time by the School Business Admin-
istrator/Board Secretary, or her designee.

The Board reserves the right to reject
any or all bids and waive any informality in
the process if it is in the best interest of the
Board. No proposal may be deemed ac-
cepted until the adoption of a formal reso-
lution by the Board.

By order of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education in the County of Union,
New Jersey.

Deborah S. Saridaki
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 5/10/18, The Times Fee: $69.87

WNC Seeks LEGOs
For Fundraiser

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Neighborhood Council (WNC) is
seeking donations of gently-used
LEGOs for an upcoming fundraiser.

WNC is a non-profit organization
that provides educational, cultural and
wellness programming for free or low
cost within Westfield. Interested per-
sons are asked to contact Amy Kover
at vicepresident.wnc@gmail.com.

UCC to Begin Esports
Program in the Fall of 2018

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 18-13

ORDINANCE OF THE BOR-
OUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY ADOPTING AN
AMENDMENT TO THE SOUTH
AVENUE – TRANSIT ORI-
ENTED REDEVELOPMENT
PLAN, PURSUANT TO THE
LOCAL REDEVELOPMENT
AND HOUSING LAW,  N.J.S.A.
40A:12A-1 ET SEQ.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
18-13, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, MAY 8, 2018

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 5/10/18, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment meeting of the
Township of Scotch Plains held on May 3,
2018, the Board memorialized the follow-
ing Resolutions:

Domenic DiCarlo & Heather Neilan,
328 Park View Drive, Block 3701, Lot 4,
were approved to install a 6-foot high
fence along the front area of the aforemen-
tioned property.

Church of St. Bartholomew the
Apostle, 2032 Westfield Avenue, Block
2401, Lot 1, was approved to replace an
existing garage with two new garages as
well as to add 18 parking spaces to the
property, with related improvements to the
property.

A copy of said Resolutions have been
filed in the office of the Board and/or the
office of the municipal clerk and are avail-
able for public inspection during regular
business hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 5/10/18, The Times Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 18-12

ORDINANCE OF THE BOR-
OUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY ADOPTING AN
AMENDMENT TO THE SOUTH
AVENUE AREA II REDEVEL-
OPMENT PLAN CONCERN-
ING CERTAIN AFFORDABLE
HOUSING LANGUAGE, PUR-
SUANT TO THE LOCAL RE-
DEVELOPMENT AND HOUS-
ING LAW,  N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-
1 ET SEQ.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
18-12, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, MAY 8, 2018.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 5/10/18, The Leader Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 18-10

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
§ 5-11 (DUTIES OF THE BOR-
OUGH CLERK) IN ARTICLE II
(OFFICE OF THE BOROUGH
CLERK) IN CHAPTER 5 (AD-
MINISTRATION) OF THE
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD TO AMEND THE
DUTIES OF THE BOROUGH
CLERK TO ADD SERVING AS
THE ISSUING AUTHORITY
FOR RAFFLE AND BINGO
LICENSES.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
18-10, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, MAY 8, 2018.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 5/10/18, The Leader Fee: $24.48

CRANFORD — Union County Col-
lege will become one of 63 schools
nationwide, and the first county col-
lege in New Jersey, to offer a coed
intercollegiate esports program, also
known as Electronic Sports. Esports is
a multi-player video game program
that competes with colleges and uni-
versities in the United States and
Canada. The Union County College
Esports teams could compete against
two- and four-year institutions such as
University of Maryland, Robert Mor-
ris University, University of Toronto,
Carnegie Mellon, and Hawkeye Com-
munity College in Iowa.

The new esports program will allow
Union County College to provide a
distinct group of student-athletes the
opportunity to compete in a game they
love, receive a quality education and
earn an associate degree. The growing
esports industry is a multi-million-
dollar business with companies devel-
oping, testing and publishing games.
Student-athletes in this program will
have the potential to find employment
in the video gaming industry.

Union County College has joined
the National Association of Colle-
giate Esports (NACE), the nonprofit
association organized by and for its
member institutions. NACE provides
a structure and the tools needed to
develop an intercollegiate esports pro-
gram and a place for competition.

In the fall 2018 semester, Union
County College student-athletes will
be able to compete in the following
three games: League of Legends, Rocket
League, and Overwatch. Additional
competitive games will be added in the
future. All are online multi-player games
and student-athletes will compete as a
team to defeat an opposing institution.

“The addition of the esports program
will open an entire world of college
athletics for Union’s gamers. The ben-
efits of competing at a high level, earn-
ing a degree, and understanding the
importance of teamwork will allow them
to gain the life skills necessary to be-
come successful individuals,” stated
Dean of College Life Tammy Smith.

For more information, visit
unionowls.com.

Library to Feature
Edible Flowers

SCOTCH PLAINS — Environ-
mental educator Althea Llewellyn
will return to the Scotch Plains Pub-
lic Library next Thursday, May 17,
at 7 p.m., to show patrons how to
beautify their gardens with flowers
and flowering herbs that are also
safe to eat. Registration is required
for this hands-on program.

For more information or to regis-
ter, go to scotlib.org, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the library Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 18-03-R

AN ORDINANCE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
AMENDING CHAPTER 184 OF
THE FANWOOD BOROUGH
CODE, ENTITLED “LAND
USE” TO UPDATE PROVI-
SIONS ASSOCIATED WITH
AFFORDABLE HOUSING DE-
VELOPMENT FEES

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on May 7, 2018.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 5/10/18, The Times Fee: $22.44

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION
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   Visit us online at WHschool.org/admission             
 

  For more information or to arrange a personal tour, call (908) 754-1882, Ext. 155             

Integrity, Opportunity, Support, Diversity, Community, Sustainability

American University

Brown University

College of the Holy Cross

Eckerd College

George Mason University

Hamilton College

Kenyon College

McDaniel College

New York University

Pennsylvania State University

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

Skidmore College

Tulane University

Univ. of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

University of Michigan

University of Pittsburgh
University of Wisconsin

Amherst College

Carnegie Mellon University

Cornell University

Elon University

Georgetown University

Haverford College

Lafayette College

Mount Holyoke College

Northeastern University

Providence College

Rutgers University

Stevens Institute of Technology

University of California Berkeley

University of Maryland

University of North Carolina

University of Virginia

Villanova University

Boston University

Colgate College

Drexel University

Fordham University

Georgia Institute of Technology

Johns Hopkins University

Loyola University Maryland

New Jersey Institute of Technology

Pace University

Purdue University

Saint Joseph’s University

The George Washington University

University of California Los Angeles

University of Miami

University of Pennsylvania

University of Washington

Virginia Commonwealth University

 and many more...

 THE WARDLAW + HARTRIDGE SCHOOL             

  Congratulations to our seniors, who have been admitted        
to outstanding colleges and universities!          

Cranford Schools Take
Suicide Prevention Seriously

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LEARNING TO LISTEN…During the recent training of Cranford School
employees, people who made the educational program happen confer. From left,
Janet Sarkos, Executive Director of Contact Caring; Lisa Burfeindt, Director of
Guidance for Cranford High School; trainers for Contact Caring Michael Dupey
and Arlene Klemow; Christi Carducci and Noelle Leeman, social workers at
Orange Avenue School.

Wardlaw+Hartridge
Students Earn World
Language Honor Soc.
EDISON – The Wardlaw+Hartridge

School in Edison held its annual World
Language Honor Societies induction
ceremony on May 2. Twenty-four
Upper School students were inducted
into three honor societies - Chinese,
Latin and Spanish.

Local students include:
Latin – Mayah Nissim of Scotch

Plains and John J. Stueck of Scotch
Plains.

Spanish – Logan D’Amore of
Scotch Plains and Ayush Menon of
Scotch Plains.

All inductees received certificates
and graduating seniors were presented
with honor cords.

Brookside PTA 5K and
Fun Run Set for May 20

THE DORIS PARKWAY SEVEN...Despite its name, Doris Parkway in Westfield
is a small horseshoe with just 20 houses. This June, seven children from Doris will
graduate from Westfield High School and the Academy for Performing Arts in
Scotch Plains. Pictured above in their college shirts are, from left to right: (front
row) Maxine Stone will attend Purnell School, post grad program; Olivia Carnevale
- Dickinson College Tennis; Caroline Willson will attend Mason Gross School of
the Arts-Rutgers for dance; (back row) Thomas McElynn will enter the Marine
Corp Reserve starting college in September 2019; Steven Warren- Washington
and Lee Swimming; Jack McCauley- Holy Cross Football; and Drew Ortiz-
Bowdoin College Football.

CRANFORD – The Brookside PTA
is hosting its annual 5K and Fun Run
on Sunday, May 20, at Brookside
Place School, located at 700
Brookside Place, Cranford. Registra-
tion starts at 7:30 a.m. the day of the
event. The One Mile Fun Run will
kick off the event at 9 a.m. followed
by the 5K run, starting at 9:30 a.m.

Medals will be given out to the top
three boys and girls in the One Mile
Fun Run and ribbons will be handed
out to all child participants. Awards
will also be given to the Top Male and
Female Overall in the 5K, and the
Top 3 Male and Female winners per
age group. The age groups are as
follows: ages six and under; seven to
eight; nine to 10; 11 to 12; 13 to 14; 15
to 19; 20 to 24; 25 to 29; 30 to 34; 35
to 39; 40 to 44; 45 to 49; 50 to 54; 55
to 59, and 60-plus. There will also be
an award for the fastest family.

Custom T-shirts will be provided to

all pre-registrants while supplies last.
The Brookside PTA will also provide
post-race food and refreshments. New
this year: 5K Chip Timing.

Come and join the fun! Register in
advance by visiting
www.register.compuscore.com. The
cost is $25 per person for the 5K, $15
per person for the Fun Run, and $60
per family for the 5K. All proceeds
benefit the Brookside PTA.

 For more information, or to volun-
teer, email brookside5k@yahoo.com.

Saint Peter’s Prep
Announces Honor Roll

JERSEY CITY – James C.
DeAngelo, ’85, Principal of Saint
Peter’s Prep in Jersey City, has an-
nounced that the following local
residents earned honor roll status
for the third marking period of 2017-
2018:

Cranford:  Andrew Tobin, '18,
James Anderson, '19, Patrick
Keenaghan, '19, and Andrew
Schmutter, '20 earned First Honors.
John Scheurer, '21 earned Second
Honors.  Honorable Mention was
attained by Matthew Baldowski, '18,
Luis Espinal, '18, James Paradiso,
'19, Marek Wlodarski, '18, Jacob
Quinones, '19, and Michael
Scheurer, '21.

Fanwood: Aidan Christman, '20
earned First Honors and Patrick
Corrao, '20 earned an Honorable
Mention.

Mountainside:  Keith Schmidt, '19
and Kyle Hess, '1'9 earned Second
Honors.  Honorable Mention was
attained by Thomas Hannan, '18.

Scotch Plains:  Matthew Coyne,
'18 and Ethan MacMillan, '20
earned First  Honors.   Sean
FitzGibbon, '19 earned Second
Honors.  Honorable Mention was
attained by Sean Ryan, '20.

Westfield:  Brendan Kane, '18,
Colin Elliott,  '20, Salvatore
Imbornone, '20, and John Thorburn,
'21 earned First Honors.  Simir Coo-
per, '18, Patrick Johnston,'19, Aidan
Lezynski, '19, Andrew Cherry, '20,

Stephen Jennings, Jr., '20, Christo-
pher Larkin, '20, Peter Munkittrick,
'20 Michael O'Neill, '20, and Liam
Mooney, '21 earned Second Hon-
ors.  Honorable Mention was at-
tained by Miles Brancatella, '18,
Owen Heim, '19, Mark Lovito, '19,
James Moriarty, '19, John Pettit,
'19, Brian Mikovits, '20, Jack Riley,
'20, Kevin Tierney, '20, Jacob Walsh,
'20, and Colin Brancatella, '21.

First Honors is awarded to stu-
dents with an average of A or higher
(4.0) and no grade lower than a C.
Second Honors is awarded to stu-
dents with an average at or above
the midpoint between A and B+
(3.7) and no grade lower than a C.
Honorable Mention is awarded to
students with an average of B+ or
higher (3.5) and no grade lower
than a C.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The Cranford
School District has seen a potential
problem in the world of education
and has taken steps to address it in a
proactive way. For eight hours daily
on April 19 and 20, twenty-four
Cranford school employees partici-
pated in a training session that was
run by Caring Contact, a Westfield
chapter that is a suicide prevention
hotline service that is a part of a
nationwide program.

This collaborative event was over
a year in the making. Cranford Detec-
tive Sergeant Matt Nazzaro, who was
a Cranford school resource officer at
the time, first identified what he per-
ceived as a need and hoped for a
program for children of all ages.  The
process began to bring the program to
Cranford Schools.

“We’re excited that this project has
come full circle,” said Arlene
Klemow, the Director of Training for
Caring Contact. For months Noelle
Leeman and Christi Carducci, social
workers at Orange Avenue School
and Ms. Lisa Burfeindt, the Director
of Guidance at the Cranford High
School and Caring Contact represen-
tatives met on a regular basis to dis-
cuss and plan the classes.

Caring Contact with their ASIST
program, an anachronism for Applied
Suicide Intervention Skills Training,
is an international program. This evi-
dence-based program is one that is
used by the US military. The hope of
the District is to have people in every
school who would be able to recog-
nize and help a child or teen in crisis.

The Director of Guidance acted as
the liaison between the school and
Caring Contact. In an interview with
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Ms. Klemow,
mentioned that the New Jersey State
mandates that all teachers need two
hours of suicide prevention training
every five years. But for Cranford
schools, that was not enough. “They’re
doing something to be proactive,”
Ms. Klemow said. She and Janet
Sarkos, the Executive Director of
Contact Caring, were excited for the
opportunity to make educational in-
roads through this class.

“In the year 2016 -17, we measured
a 300 percent increase in calls from
kids under 18, so it is imperative that
we offer relief and help,” Ms. Klemow
said. The class that she and a co-
trainer, Michael Dupey, presented is
costly to offer. With the help of dona-

tions from foundations and individu-
als, however, they were able to make
the two-day, 16-hour class monetarily
accessible.

The classes utilized break-out ses-
sions, role playing and lecture to
present the material. At the end of the
program’s class on Friday, April 20,
Ms. Klemow distributed certificates
to the participants and told the class,
“I’m hoping you feel empowered.”

One of the participants, Angie
Braxton, Peer Adviser at the Orange
Avenue School explained that she felt
just that after completing the training.
“The most important thing that I learned,
the core of the program, is not only to
identify students in crisis, and to get
them the help they need, but then, with
assistance, they can design a self-help
plan to keep themselves safe.”

The members of the public can
attend classes that are being held by
Caring Contact in June, July and De-
cember. The listening ear, non-judg-
mental hotline for Caring Contact
from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. is (908) 232-
2880. The 24/7 hotline is 1-800-273-
TALK (8255).

UCC to Begin Esports
Program This Fall

CRANFORD - Union County Col-
lege will become one of 63 schools
nationwide, and the first county col-
lege in New Jersey, to offer a coed
intercollegiate esports program, also
known as Electronic Sports. Esports
is a multi-player video game program
that competes with colleges and uni-
versities in the United States and
Canada. The Union County College
Esports teams could compete against
two and four-year institutions such as
University of Maryland, Robert Mor-
ris University, University of Toronto,
Carnegie Mellon, and Hawkeye Com-
munity College in Iowa.

The new esports program will allow
Union County College to provide a
distinct group of student-athletes the
opportunity to compete in a game they
love, receive a quality education, and
earn an associate degree. The growing
esports industry is a multi-million busi-
ness with companies developing, test-
ing, and publishing games. Student-
athletes in this program will have the
potential to find employment in the
video gaming industry.

In the fall 2018 semester, Union
student-athletes will be able to com-
pete in the following three games:
League of Legends, Rocket League,
and Overwatch.

Hayes Earns Award at
Alvernia University

READING, Penn. – Sara Hayes of
Scotch Plains, earned the Criminal
Justice Department's Sister Pacelli
Award during the 2018 Honors Con-
vocation ceremony this April. Ms.
Hayes is studying Criminal Justice at
Alvernia University.

Prichett Earns Honor
Roll at Mercersburg
MERCERSBURG, Penn. – Clay

Prichett of Westfield, grade 10, was
named a distinguished scholar (all
grades of 90 or above) during the
winter term at Mercersburg Acad-
emy.

Mercersburg Academy is a coedu-
cational, independent college prepa-
ratory boarding and day school in
Mercersburg, Penn., with students en-
rolled in grades 9 to 12 and a post-
graduate year.
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Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

     FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM

CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

RUPAREL WINS 4TH UNION COUNTY SINGLES TITLE, THIRD STRAIGHT SWEEP, 14TH STRAIGHT UCT CROWN

Blue Devils Complete Sweep of County Tennis Tournament
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four flights were already in the
books in favor of the Westfield High
School boys tennis team but one more
was needed to complete a sweep of
the Union County Tournament (UCT)
at Don Van Blake Courts in Plainfield
on May 1. Finally senior Matt Bartok,
after breezing through his first set, 6-
1, against Summit’s Brendan
McDonald at third singles, withstood
the pressure of the second set to come
out on top, 7-6, to complete their third
straight sweep and to earn the Blue

Devils their 14th straight UCT crown
and 38th overall.

The entire finals was a Westfield/
Summit match-up, so the Hilltoppers
finished second in the team totals,
followed by Governor Livingston,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and New
Providence. Even more impressive
was the achievement of Blue Devil
senior Damien Ruparel, who won his
fourth singles title when he stopped
Hilltopper Tom Shung, 7-5. 6-3, at
first singles.

“I started off pretty nervous about
this whole thing first time playing in

these tournaments and through the years
when you get the experience, you know
what to do in situations like today when
it was tight, you have that little edge
over your opponent. It’s been such a
nice run here,” Ruparel expressed.

Toward the end of his second set
with Shung, Ruparel lofted a timely
lob shot over Shung’s head and drew
many “Whoas” from the spectators.
It was just one of many fine returns by
both opponents.

“I think the running forehand was
nice too. A couple of big shots in tight

it’s your time to shine.
CALL TODAY FOR A PRIVATE TOUR 

Scotch Plains, NJ  l  908.233.1300  l  shackamaxoncc.com

VALL-LLOBERA 2-RUN HR, RBI 1B, KNAPP 3-3, RBI, RUN

Blue Devils’ ‘O’, ‘D’ Holds Off
Cougars in UCT Quarters, 6-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Big Jake” Vall-Llobera jumped
on a first pitch fastball and blasted a
two-run home run in the bottom of the
second inning but more was needed
both offensively and defensively if
the top-seeded Westfield High School
baseball team wanted to get past the
eighth-seeded Cranford Cougars in
the quarterfinal round of the Union
County Tournament (UCT) in
Westfield on May 5. The Blue Devils
received that additional offense, es-
pecially from Mike Knapp, plus key
run-saving catches to hold down the
Cougars, 6-3.

It was another match-up between
two of the county’s most effective
pitchers, Cougar Gordon Graceffo and
Blue Devil Cory Hiltz, who both went
the distance. The 12-6 Blue Devils
tapped Graceffo for nine hits and re-
ceived just one walk, while striking
out twice. Hiltz allowed eight hits and
a walk, hit a batter and struck out five.

The Westfield second inning began
with Chris Wagner (double, 2 runs)
hitting a high infield popup that was
dropped by the third baseman. Vall-
Llobera wasted no time, jumped on
Graceffo’s first pitch and launched
his “don’t even consider chasing it,”
two-run blast well over the left-

centerfield fence. Knapp, who went
3-for-3, with a run scored and an RBI,
slashed his first single to right. Matt
Barmakian sizzled a single past first
and Stevie Barden’s groundout scored
Knapp to give the Blue Devils a 3-0
lead.

“It was the first pitch. I was ready.
They weren’t going to try to sneak
anything by me. I knew they were
going to try to work me outside. He
threw a fastball outside. It was up in
the zone a little bit and I was just able
to hit it right on the nose,” Vall-
Llobera, who went 2-for-3 with 3
RBI, described.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST AT THIRD SINGLES...Blue Devil Matt Bartok defeated Summit’s Brendan McDonald, 6-1, 7-6, for the Union
County Tournament third singles championship at Don Van Blake Courts in Plainfield on May 1.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FOURTH SINGLES TITLE...Blue Devil Damien Ruparel defeated Summit’s Tom Shung, 7-5, 6-3, for the Union County
Tournament first singles crown. Ruparel won at first singles last year and at second singles the two previous years.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCORING THE FOURTH RUN...Blue Devil Jake Lerie scores off Jake Vall-Llobera’s single in the fifth inning as Cougar
catcher Mike McGee follows the play during the UCT quarterfinal game at Bob Brewster Sr. Field in Westfield on May 5.

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

UC Boys Relays, UCT Softball
On Pages 15 Through 18
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INDIANS BASKETBALL CAMP
Fundamentals and Fun for all Skill Levels

Boys & Girls Ages 6-16

https://sites.google.com/site/indiansbasketballcamp

Monday - Thursday: 9:00am - 2:30pm
Friday: 9:00am - 1:00pm

$190.00

June 25 - June 29, 2018
ALJ High School, Clark

July 16 - July 20, 2018
Rahway High School

Includes: Quality Instruction, Camp T-Shirt, Prizes
Siblings and additional week(s) at a cost of $170.00

Email: indiansbbcamp@gmail.com • Phone: 732-396-3717 • Twitter: @IndiansBBcamp Follow Us!!Email: indiansbbcamp@gmail.com • Phone: 732-396-3717 • Twitter: @IndiansBBcamp Follow Us!!Email: indiansbbcamp@gmail.com • Phone: 732-396-3717 • Twitter: @IndiansBBcamp Follow Us!!Email: indiansbbcamp@gmail.com • Phone: 732-396-3717 • Twitter: @IndiansBBcamp Follow Us!!Email: indiansbbcamp@gmail.com • Phone: 732-396-3717 • Twitter: @IndiansBBcamp Follow Us!!

Thank You for 
35 Years

It’s been my privilege to have 
helped so many buyers & sellers 
for 35 years. If ever you have a 
real estate question don’t hesitate 

to call me. 
I love what I do!

Mary Ellen 
O’Boyle

Broker Associate
o.908.654.6666
c.908.875.5628

200 North Avenue East 
Westfield, NJ 07090

     

  Thinking Of  Selling your Home this Spring  ...Call Susan 

Premier Agent 
908-400-0778 

 908 233-8502 x  455 

 188 Elm St Westfield 

 908-400-0778   cell 
Susan Massa Broker Associate CRS  SRES ABR     www.NJhomeshowcase.com    

Susan: Your Home Your Realtor 

JACKLER, HORTON, MORGAN, HAMILTON SET WHS RECORD IN DMR; STRAVACH, KRAEMER, DAYON WIN JAVELIN EVENT

Vikings 1st, Blue Devils 2nd, Raiders 3rd at Girls UC Relays
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union Catholic won eight events to
run away with the girls’ crown at the
Union County Relays at Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield on May 3-4. The
Lady Vikings had a total of 99.5,
followed by the Westfield Blue Dev-
ils with 56 and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders at 52. The Cranford
Cougars finished eighth with 30
points.

Of the eight contested events on
Day 1, the Vikings won four events,
setting two meet records, and had a
sizable team lead with 50 points, fol-
lowed by the Raiders at 28 and the

Blue Devils, winners of one event,
with 26. Rahway won two events and
was fourth with a 24 total, followed
by AL Johnson at 18.

Although Union Catholic Vikings
Jerika Lufrano, Morgan Jackson,
Ashleigh Patterson and Alex Borik
won the distance medley relay (DMR)
with a meet record time of 12:17.52,
Blue Devil seniors Emma Jackler and
Tani Horton, sophomore Grace Mor-
gan and freshman Katie Hamilton set
a WHS record by finishing second at
12:25.77. Raiders Maddy Bord,
Amanda Logie, Sara Greene and Kerri
McNeely finished sixth at 13:29.12.

“I started and ended in first. This is

Union County’s last DMR for gradu-
ating this year. We came here and said
we want this record. We came out
here and we did that. It was a great
day,” Jackler expressed.

As to her strategy running the 1,200
leg, Jackler said, “Yesterday we came
up with a whole race plan and I was
supposed to take it from the lead. UC
was right on my heels the entire time.
I felt her like stepping on me. ‘Oh
God! She’s close.’ So the last lap her
coach was screaming at her and she
was right next to me. We were battling
it out for the first 200 of the last lap but
the last 200 I pulled away but she was
very close behind me, so I handed off

to Tani in first.”
“I had a feeling she was going to

come behind me because I’ve known
her in the past. She came about the
200 and I heard my coaches say to go.
So I went because this is my
last year like Emma said we
were graduating. It is bitter-
sweet because we got the
school record but at the same
time it’s sad because I love
these girls. But I’m happy we
got the record,” Horton said.

“Our handoff was better than
normal. Coming into it our
goal was to beat the DMR
record because we knew it was
the seniors’ last time. It is very
important to all of us and we
did it. A personal goal for me
was to try and beat my PR
[personal record] which is 2:24
and I beat it at 2:22. I was a
little nervous about the heat
but we did it,” Morgan said.

“It was a long race. I don’t
really run the 16[00]. This is
my second time running it.
The conditions were not the best for
us but it was a good race. UC did very
well. I was trying to stay on her as
much as I could. In all I thought we
did really well. My teammates did an
awesome job. They were so good.
They kept us in the race and I think we
can run better,” Hamilton said.

Blue Devils Sam Stravach, Kylinn
Kraemer and Bekah Dayon took top
honors in the javelin with a distance of
281-9. Raiders Suzanne Jackson, Sarah
Dill and Isabelle Gilles took fourth at
252-7. Rahway won the discus with a
distance of 265-1 and Blue Devils
Stravach, Katie McHugh and Julia
Rickert took fourth with a distance of
234-3.5. AL Johnson Crusaders Jenna
Wiese (5-2 — meet’s best), Carly
Tarentino and Natalya Torres both at 5-
0 easily won the high jump with a height
of 15-2. Cranford Cougars, freshman
Cielo Tumbokon, and juniors Lindsay
Aschmies and Sasha Knapp placed third
with a height of 14-0.

Rahway won the long jump with a
distance of 49-10, followed very
closely by Raiders Trinity Hart (16-
10.5 — 3rd best), Abbe-Gayle Bur-
ton and Corinne Lyght at 49-9.5. Cou-
gars Knapp (17-0 — 2nd best),
Tumbokon and Charlotte VanWhy

took fourth at 47-4.
Impressed with Knapp’s perfor-

mances, the next day Cougar Head
Coach John Schiano said, “Big time!
Seventeen feet, personal best! Really

great day yesterday. We took fourth in
the long jump. She was part of the
high jump relay. They took third. To-
day she’s got shuttle hurdles then the
4x2, so it’s a busy couple of days for
one of our really star athletes.”

Aschmies has been strong since her
freshman year.

“She’s part of the high jump relay.
She jumped 4-8 yesterday. Now she’s
got the task of the 4x8 today. She’s

leading that off. She popped some
good times this year, looking to get
into the low 2:20s,” Coach Shiano
said.

But the pleasant surprise has been
Tumbokon.

“She’s been such a nice surprise for
us. She took home two medals yester-
day from the county meet, which is a
huge deal. I don’t think she even real-
izes what a big accomplishment it is.
Third place in the high jump relays.
She jumped 4-8. She had a great long
jump, 16-4, and took third in the inter-
mediate relay. She’s got triple jump
today. As a freshman, the sky is the
limit for her,” Coach Schiano

On Day 1, Union Catholic (Sydney
Tucker, Khamil Evans, Kira
Alexander, Amaya Chadwick) took
first in the 4x100 with a meet record
time of 47.51 and Raiders Imani Riv-

ers, Lyght, McNeely and Hart fin-
ished third at 48.73. The Vikings also
took first in the sprint medley relay at
4:07.45, followed by Raiders Hart,
Rivers, Logie and Greene at 4:20.75.

Governor Livingston High-
landers Victoria Pantina,
Katelyn Quinn, Erin Splaine
and Caitlin Colendenski fin-
ished fourth at 4:23.47.

Union Catholic won the 400
hurdles with a time of 3:20.44.
Cougars Tumbokon, VanWhy
and Amanda Hogan finished
third at 3:32.98, followed by
Blue Devil sophomores Julia
Csorba (1:05.6 — 2nd best
time) and Abigail Knaul and
junior Lauren Triarsi at
3:36.61. Raiders Rosie
Cuomo, Nicole Agwu and
Abigail Hammond finished
sixth at 3:42.13.

Day 2 had Jackler, Morgan,
Mia Melao and Isabel Baufarah
crossing first in the 4x1,600 at
21:55.15. Summit won the
4x100 with a time of 1:04.01,

followed by Blue Devils Triarsi, Knaul,
Csorba and Hamilton at 1:06.47, Raid-
ers Cuomo, Hammond, Agwu and
Kayla Paprocki at 1:08.33 and Cou-
gars Knapp, Kerri Pollock, Paulina
Onisko and Olivia Merriman at 1:12.1.

Raiders Hart, Rivers, McNeely and
Lyght finished third in the 4x200 at
1:43.67 and Blue Devils Jamie DeDea,
Caroline Bielen, Alexis Hammer and
Horton took fifth at 1:45.94. Raiders

Bord, Logie, Greene and Olivia
Zambrio took third in the 4x800 at
10:15.27 and Blue Devils Jessica Stern,
Julia Burk, Rachel Markowitz and
Amanda Paden took fifth at 10:33.75.
Cougars Julia Kelly, Ashmies, Grace
DiGiovanni and Katherine Russell fin-
ished sixth at 10:37.19.

Tumbokon, VanWhy and Abigail
Chang placed fourth in the triple jump
with a distance of 93-0.75. GL High-
landers Lauren Saifi and Hannah
Nordstrom won the pole vault with a
height of 19-0, followed by Blue Dev-
ils Leah Norton and Olivia Mueller at
17-6. Cougars Hanna Capone and
Leah Filimonczuk and Raiders Riv-
ers and Kayla Scott tied for third at
17-0. Raiders Olivia Fletcher,
Cassandra Salot and Antoinette
Chango placed sixth in the shot put at
86-2.5

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUNNING THE FIRST LEG...Blue Devil Emma Jackler, center, ran the first leg
of the distance medley relay at the Union County Relays.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RECEIVING THE HANDOFF...Raider Kerri McNeely receives the handoff
from Corinne Lyght at the Union County Relays.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUNNING THE SECOND LEG...Blue Devil Tani Horton, front, ran the second
leg of the distance medley relay at the Union County Relays.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUNNING THE THIRD LEG...Blue Devil Grace Morgan
ran the third leg of the distance medley relay.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUNNING THE ANCHOR LEG...Blue Devil  Katie Hamilton, right, ran the
anchor leg of the distance medley relay at the Union County Relays.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING IT IN STRIDE...Cranford Cougar Charlotte VanWhy clears the hurdle
during the 400 hurdle relay at the Union County Relays.

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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Westfield
Flag Rugby
Summer 2018

UNION COUNTY RUGBY CLUB INTRODUCES
Westfield Blue Devils Flag Rugby
CO-ED Non-Contact Flag Rugby

Summer 2018 • June 12th - July 21st

OWLS:         CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES K-1
FALCONS:  CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES 2-3
HAWKS:      CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES 4-6
EAGLES:     CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES 7-9

Age Groups

Fees: $90.00
Siblings $80 (1st sibling), $70 (2nd sibling) Family Max $240

Our program teaches basic ball skills, game rules and team play, in a fun
and enjoyable atmosphere. All participants play and are involved on an

equal basis. Parents wishing to volunteer to help with practices or
running home events most welcome.

For more information contact: westfieldflagrugby@gmail.com
Mary Beth Doherty at mbdoherty74@gmail.com

Paul Harbaugh at paulh@flexwage.com

www.mudturtlerugbyrfc.com

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 
Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 
Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, fitness 
center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus on fun. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083

moments helped me,” Ruparel added.
Recalling his previous UCT titles,

Ruparel said, “Freshman year was
second singles. I played Scotch Plains.
It was a little tough because I lost to
him earlier in the season. He was the
higher seed. Second year I still played
second singles. That was a good year.
I played very well that entire year. It
was definitely one of my best tourna-
ments. Last year, once again playing
first singles for the first time, I was a
little nervous leading the team but I
managed to pull through. I played
Thomas [Shung] again. This match
this year was a little bit tougher. He
got good wins this year, so he had a lot
more confidence than last year.”

Bartok was out due to injury last year
but the year before he and his brother
Owen won the UCT at first doubles. The

second set of his match with McDonald
took its toll but he pulled through.

“I wasn’t feeling that great today.
The second set was a lot closer than I
would have liked. I just pushed through
it,” explained Bartok, who added, “I
didn’t make that many mistakes today.
I got my serve in and I didn’t miss too
much. His serve was really good to-
day. I had a hard time returning.”

Blue Devil junior Matt Su had to
figure out the spin of his left-handed
Summit opponent Alex McDonald
and did in two sets, 6-3, 6-1, to grab
the second singles title.

“It’s definitely difficult playing lefties
because all the spins and angles that they
can produce are different from righties.
But I have seen Alex [McDonald] play
before. We’ve see each other in tourna-
ments, so I knew I just had to go in and

focus on myself, not really concern my-
self with the fact that he was a lefty and
play my game. And I did that pretty well
today,” Su said.

But McDonald’s strengths were
more than just being a lefty.

“His strengths I definitely think his
backhand is a really nice shot. He got a
good net game. He caught me off-guard
with a lot of serves and volleys that I
didn’t see coming. He got a good amount
of points off of that.” Su recalled.

Su, however, had even more fine
moments.

“I competed really well today. I had
a lot of energy. I was getting really
pumped up and that’s also a tribute to
my teammates, who supported me
really well throughout the tournament.
I really tried to take time away from
him and use my footwork to get on top

of the baseline and not give him any
room to breathe,” Su explained.

Interestingly Su finished his match
at exactly the same time Ruparel nailed
his match point.

“Exactly! It was like a miracle,” Su
expressed.

For Su, it was his second UCT title,
having won at first doubles last year.

“It feels amazing. It’s definitely a
big step up from doubles to singles.
But I think I worked really hard
throughout the past year so I improved
my game. This is a really good mo-
ment for me,” Su said.

Blue Devils Rob Faktor and Dave
Sprung took care of business at first
doubles, winning 6-4, 6-1, over Felix
Massenet and Dan MacGill.

Last year, Faktor also won the title
at first doubles with Su and Sprung
won at second doubles.

“It’s a lot different playing with
David. He’s got a lot of different
strengths, different weaknesses. We
were able to make it work and beat a
tough team from Summit,” Faktor said.

“Two time doubles champ feels
great. I am just a competitor. I like
going out there trying to win,” Sprung
said with a chuckle.

Evaluating his strengths, Faktor
said, “I think I was really aggressive
at the net and I was putting all my
volleys away. I wasn’t really giving
them many opportunities to get it past
me or get it back to David.”

“My strength is my serve. I think
having a great serve and having a
dominant net man like Robbie gives
me a lot of confidence,” Sprung added.

Evaluating his opponents, Faktor
said, “One of the two kids had a
wicked forehand. It was tough to beat.
We had to make sure we weren’t giv-

ing him easy balls. They were both
really quick at the net and at the
baseline. We had to make sure we put
things away. We weren’t giving them
any second chances.”

Their opponents were also quite
vocal at times.

“I personally feed off the noise. I
like when they try to hype themselves
up. It makes me ready to make a big
shot. I think Robbie does the same as
well,” Sprung expressed.

Blue Devils Jacob Tananbaum and
Brad Hornbeck claimed the second
doubles title by settling Pete Comforth
and Vivek Mhatre, 6-1, 6-2. Tananbaum
was Sprung’s partner last year.

“My big strength is probably that I
am very consistent. I hardly miss in
front of the baseline, which allows
him to go poach off a ball. I don’t
really miss too much,” said
Tananbaum, who added, “One of our
guys had a huge forehand. He would
slap it really hard, so we tried to avoid
it as much as possible, go to his back-
hand as much as we could.”

“I thought I was pretty good at
putting away volleys at the net. Over-
all I had a good net game today and it
was nicely paired with his finishing
ground strokes. It worked out well,”
Hornbeck said. “They were rather
aggressive from the baseline. Both of
them had really nice forehands. They
were very athletic.”

Raider Brett Strung finished fourth
at second singles, Nirmit Damania
took third at third singles, Ben Fox
and Ryan Cleary placed sixth at first
doubles, and Jeff Lapidus and Jordan
Phillips took fourth at second doubles.
Cranford Cougars Jacob Snover and
Colin Budries beat Fox and Cleary
for fifth at first doubles.

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
First singles: Ruparel d Shung, 7-5, 6-3
Second singles: Su d A. McDonald, 6-
3, 6-1
Third singles: Bartok d B. McDonald,
6-1, 7-6
First doubles: Faktor/Sprung d
Massenet/MacGill, 6-4, 6-1
Second doubles: Tananbaum/
Hornbeck d Comforth/Mhatre, 6-1, 6-2

Blue Devils Complete Sweep of County Tennis Tournament

WF’S WORNOW 4 GOALS, BOND 3; SPF’S PORTER 3 GOALS

Blue Devils Top Raiders 15-11,
In Boys Lacrosse Semifinals

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jake Wornow scored four goals and
Nick Bond tallied three goals and one
assist to lead second-seeded Westfield
to a 15-11 victory over third-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in a Union
County Tournament semifinal boys
lacrosse game on May 3 at Johnson
High School in Clark. The win set up
yet another UCT Final showdown
between Westfield and top-seeded
Summit, winners over New Provi-
dence in the other semifinal. The two
teams have met 12 times in the UCT
championship game with Summit
winning seven but Westfield had taken
the last three title matches.

“You have to throw out the records,”
said Westfield Head Coach Patrick
Tuohy. “Throw out everything really
when Summit and Westfield meet.
Two great programs with a lot of
history and tradition between them.
We’ve got a lot of room to improve if
we are going to beat them this year
and we’ve only got two days to do it.”

The Raiders (7-6), who won six of
their first seven games, came into the
semifinal having lost four of their
previous five matches. Included in
that stretch was an 11-6 home loss to
Westfield in which the Raiders squan-
dered a 4-1 second-period lead.

This time it was Westfield (8-4)
which jumped out to the fast start,
taking a 3-0 lead less than two min-
utes into the contest. Devon McLane
(goal, 6 assists) got things rolling by
sweeping in from behind the net with
an over the shoulder flip at 11:09.
Then Matt Mineo won the faceoff and
took it all the way to score the second
goal at 10:47. Bond struck next, pot-
ting one at 10:18 for a 3-0 lead before
the Raiders had even possessed the
ball.

“The start of the game was huge for
us,” said Tuohy. “We dominated pos-
session early, particularly in the first
period and that allowed us to play
from the lead. Possession is always
the rule in lacrosse and we took ad-
vantage of that today.”

To the Raiders’ credit, they would
fight their way back. Anthony Porter
(3 goals) scored to get the Raiders on
the board at 8:44. Porter scored again
to cut the lead to 3-2 at 6:18. Westfield
re-established control by scoring the
next three goals. Mack Prybylski
scored at 5:33 followed quickly by
Matthew Rittendale at 5:10. Jake
Engelke (2 goals) scored at 2:19.
Raider Jack Brady scored with :35
left in the opening quarter to make it
a 6-3 deficit. The Raiders seemed to
have scored again when Porter found
the back of the net with :05 remaining
but the goal was quickly waved off by
officials for a crease violation.

“The disallowed goal hurt but
wasn’t a game altering play,” said
Raider Head Coach Mick Miceli.
“Those things happen and are part of
the game. Not having the ball hurt us
tremendously. We were pretty confi-
dent that we could score on them and
that was evident. We didn’t win the
50/50 ground balls in the first quarter.
If you take away that bad start, I think
it’s a different game. Credit to
Westfield for coming out firing. They
have tons of talent and it showed early
on.”

For all the scoring in the first pe-
riod, the second would be a defensive

struggle. Wornow’s goal at 11:13 gave
Westfield a 7-3 lead but it would be
the only score of the period.

After another Westfield goal early
in the third period made it 8-3, it
seemed like the rout was on. But the
Raiders answered with their best sus-
tained effort of the match. Over the
next four minutes, the Raiders reeled
off four straight goals to pull within
one at 8-7 with 6:34 left in the third
period.

First up was Aiden Guma, who
swept in from behind the net to score
at 10:17. Alex Oslislo scored on an

overhand shot at 8:17. Brady netted
his second goal at 8:00. Finally, Por-
ter scored his third goal, sweeping in
from behind the net then spinning and
firing a shot home. The Raiders were
back in it, dominating the faceoffs
and controlling possession.

“There was a stretch of time in the
third period where we just could not
get possession,” said Tuohy. “Credit
Scotch Plains. They have some good
players and they were determined.
They made some nice plays.”

Westfield answered when Wornow
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

TheIsoldiCollection.com
#LoveWhereYouLive

Westfield Area Homes by Frank D. Isoldi

Broker / Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

For more follow on Instagram @frankdisoldi  |  twitter @homeswestfield 209 Central Avenue, Westfield Office: 908-233-5555

Cell: 908-787-5990

SPECIAL MOTHER’S DAY WEEKEND SATURDAY OPEN HOUSE EVENT

ALL HOMES OPEN SATURDAY, MAY 12TH • 12-3PM

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.
All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

630 Clark Street, Westfield

$1,445,000

9 Tudor Oval, Westfield

$839,900

1656 Cooper Road, Scotch Plains

$1,150,000

512 Bradford Avenue, Westfield

$1,599,000

233 Connecticut Street, Westfield

$899,900

24 Tanglewood Lane, Mountainside

$725,000

314 Orenda Circle, Westfield

$745,000

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST AT FIRST DOUBLES...Blue Devils Rob Faktor, left, and Dave Sprung
won the Union County Tournament first doubles championship.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST AT SECOND SINGLES...Blue Devil Mat Su won the Union County
Tournament second singles championship.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST AT SECOND DOUBLES...Blue Devils Jacob Tananbaum, front, and
Brad Hornbeck won the UCT second doubles championship.

Excel Athletics
Joint Replacement, Physical Limitations,

Middle Age Fitness, Senior Programming, Cardiac Rehabilitation,
Youth Exercise Prescription & Progression

With 30+ years of experience as a Health & Physical Education Teacher,
Certified Exercise Physiologist, Registered/Certified Strength & Conditioning

Specialist/Coach, Former Athlete, & Patient of Joint Replacement.

Offering in-home expert assessment, exercise prescription,
program design, instruction, & monitoring for all ages & skills.

Free Initial Consultation--Call 908-337-9591.
By Appointment beginning June 1, 2018
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Blue Devils Top Raiders, 15-11,
In UCT Boys Lax Semifinals

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jim McKeon Will Be
New Basketball Coach

Jim McKeon will be the new head
coach of the WHS boys basketball
team.

“I’m very eager and excited for the
future,” McKeon said.

All he needed was Board of Educa-
tion approval at Tuesday night’s meet-
ing to confirm the deal.

“I don’t see any roadblocks,” su-
pervisor of athletics Sandy Mamary
said.

McKeon is no stranger to WHS
athletics. He graduated from the
school in 2002 after earning 10 var-
sity letters – four in basketball (his
658 career points are No. 23 on the
school’s all-time scoring list) and three
each in football and baseball. He cur-
rently serves as the freshman football
and baseball coaches, in addition to
spending the last seven years as the
junior varsity basketball coach under
Daryl Palmieri, who stepped down
after the 2018 season.

Jim McKeon, a former three-sport athlete at
WHS, was expected to be approved as the
school’s boys basketball coach at Tuesday
night’s Board of Education meeting.

“I was the kind of athlete that gave
their all in whatever season it was,” he
said. “I enjoyed all three sports be-
cause they are so different, and each
team had its own unique chemistry.
Looking back I would say basketball
was the one that came the most natu-
rally to me. My mom would always
say, ‘How did you see that guy?’ or
‘How did you do that move?’ It was
always very instinctual for me.”

He was an all-out, 100-percent ef-
fort as a player, so it’s no surprise that
McKeon – a two-time basketball co-
captain in his junior and senior years
– said his coaching philosophy will
“focus on effort. I want to get the most
out of each player. I expect the best
from my players, as they should of
me. Defense will be a priority, but it’s
all about effort.”

Of course, all that gung-ho effort
in high school came with a price.

“I had a lot of injuries,” McKeon
said. “I dislocated my shoulder five
times and had surgery the summer
of my junior year. I dislocated my
jaw and broke my wrist before se-
nior year. That’s probably because
of all those times diving on the
ground for loose balls. But I only
knew how to play at one speed.”

After high school, McKeon took
a summer job working for the
Westfield Recreation Department,
on the playgrounds.

“That’s the first time I had the
opportunity to work with kids,” he
said. “And that’s when I realized
that teaching and coaching was what
I wanted to do. Since that day I
haven’t looked back. I couldn’t be
happier to give everything I have to
all the programs that helped me
become who I am today.”

He enrolled at Kean University,
got his degree and became a phys ed
teacher. And, if all went well Tuesday
night, he’ll be the latest in a fairly long
list (see below) of WHS alums that
have come back and became a head
coach at the school. Many of them
have had spectacular success, includ-
ing Hall of Fame coach Walt Clarkson
(’50), a legend in cross-country and
track (and also 38-1 with three state
titles in three years as the swim coach),
and Bob Brewster (’68), whose teams
have won over 600 baseball games in
35-plus seasons.

“I want to develop a program where
we can compete, night in and night
out, and year to year,” McKeon said.
“I’ve been a player in this program on
a very good team (2002) and I’ve also
been a coach in this program to a very
good team (2016). I’ve seen what it
takes. It’s my job to motivate the
players and get them to put in the
work.”

His jayvee basketball coaching
mark for seven seasons was 85-61.
But the only losing season McKeon
had was in 2012, when his first team
went 10-12.

“We only lost two games this year
by double figures,” he said. “We com-
peted in every game until the end.”

McKeon’s older sister Liz (’99),
who will be inducted into the Westfield
Athletic Hall of Fame this November,

has been the girls varsity basketball
coach for four years. Her teams have
a 65-39 record and have twice lost to
the Patrick School in the Union County
Tournament title game.

Despite their closeness in age and
temperament, Jim reports that there
were no one-on-one battles in the
driveway or at the local schoolyard
courts while the McKeon siblings
were growing up.

“My sister and I are extremely com-
petitive, but we were never competi-
tive with each other,” he said. “We
always wanted to see each other do
well and succeed. The same goes now.
I know all the work she puts into her
program and it inspires me to do the
same. I would like to say we had these
epic battles, but I was a smart kid and
knew better. I wasn’t beating her when
she was a senior and I was a freshman.”

* * *
WHS graduates who have returned

to their alma mater to coach a varsity
sport:

Gerry Benaquista (boys lacrosse),
Judi Brawer (boys swimming), Bob
Brewster (baseball), Walt Clarkson
(boys cross-country, boys indoor and
outdoor track, boys swimming), Jay
Cook (boys volleyball), Amanda Diaz
(gymnastics);

Katie Egan Wertheimer (girls soc-
cer), Pete Giordano (girls soccer),
Melissa Bryan Greenwald (gymnas-
tics), Matt Gualteri (girls ice hockey),
Brendan Hickey (boys ice hockey,
girls lacrosse), Bruce Johnson (boys

60+ A DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Kilkenny House 3 0
Yogi’s Boys 3 0
American Legion 2 1
Awnings Galore 2 2
Liberty Lighting Group 2 2

60+ B DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Cranford VFW 2 2 2
Avengers 1 2
Creative Industries 2 0 3
DeBellis Associates 0 3

Awnings 19, Avengers 12
Awnings scored 10 runs in the first

two innings. The Avengers tied the
game at 11 in the 5th inning, but
Awnings Galore pulled away. Danny
Mendoza (2B, 2H, 3 runs, 3 RBI),
pitcher Tom Pasko (3-for-3) and Car-
mine Priore (3-for-3, 2B, R, 2RBI)
led Awnings. Joe Brown (3 hits) and
Steve Landau, Ron Horinko, Richie
Krov and Sal Iannaconne (2 hits
apiece) led the Avengers.
Liberty 22, Cranford VFW2 21

Liberty Lighting Group held off the
Vets’ last inning rally. Don Miller,
Willie Jackson and Andre Thomas (4-
for-4, 4 runs each), Rick Regenthal (4
hits, 2 runs) led Ligerty. Dave Drechsel
(4-for-4, 2 3Bs, 3 RBI, 2 runs), Vic
Trindade (3 runs, 2 RBI), and Charlie
Wischusen (3 RBI, run) led the VFW.
Am. Legion 17, Creative Too 12

Harry Streep pitched for the Le-
gion and was relieved by Bill Daniel.
Ray Palermo, Johnny Amato, Gene
Antonucci, Harry Streep, Glenn

Sytko, Steve Brownstein and Ed Lubas
had 3 hits each in the victory.
Yogi’s Boys 17, Am. Legion 12

Yogi’s Boys were led by pitcher
Gary Pence (3H, 2R) and Anthony
Santorelli (3H, 2-2B, 3B, 3R). Also
contributing were Joe Massimino (2H,
2R), Dennis Watson (2H), Frank Pepe
(2H, 2R) and Rick Wilson (2H). For
the Legion, Ray Pelesko had 4 hits
and Ed Kushner 3 hits.
Awnings Galore 19, Liberty 12

Awnings Galore avenged an early
season loss to LLG with a display of
near flawless fielding and timely hit-
ting. Rich Traub (4-for-4, run, 3 RBI),
Bruce Crawford (3H, 3B, 3R, 2RBI),
and Danny Mendoza and Pete Osborn
(both 3H, R, 3RBI) led Awnings. Lou
Balestriere and Steve Pietrucha (each
3-for-3) led Liberty.
Kilkenny 15, Creative Too 7

Kilkenny House was led at the plate
by Al Feigenbaum and George Manos
who both went 3-for-3.
Cranford VFW2 25, DeBellis 21

The top of the VFW lineup – Gary
Schaller, Vic Trindade and Gerard
McDermott went a combined 15-for-
17, driving in 12 runs and scoring 12
runs. Charlie Wischusen had 2
doubles, a single and 5 RBI. Other
noteworthy contributors were pitcher
Bill Hinkle (4-for-5), shortstop Joe
Mitarotonda (4-for-5) and Ernie
Spinelli (3-for-3). It was Gerard’s base
clearing triple in the fourth that put
Cranford VFW into the lead for good.

swimming);
Glen Kurz (wrestling), Caitlin

MacDonald (field hockey, softball),
Laurie Hogan McCormick (field
hockey), Liz McKeon (girls basket-
ball), Mollie Phelan Dennis (field
hockey), Cindy West Schaefer (girls
swimming);

Alex Schmidt (girls soccer), Marc
Silbergeld (boys lacrosse), Brooke
Smith (girls swimming), Chris
Tafelski (boys cross-country, boys
indoor and outdoor track), Pat Tuohy
(boys lacrosse).

And many WHS graduates are cur-
rently on staff as assistant coaches:
Erik Anderson (track), Matt Andzel
(football), Don Cassett (football),
Brian Ciemniecki (girls basketball,
baseball), Adam Gerckens (boys ten-
nis), Kenny Miller (football, base-
ball), Adam Pizzi (girls tennis), Dan
Ramalho (boys lacrosse), Boomer
Wertheimer (boys lacrosse), Marcie
Williams (girls soccer, girls basket-
ball) and Matt Wronski (boys ice
hockey).

COOK TO FOOTBALL
Jay Cook had plenty of success

during his two seasons as Bev Torok’s
junior varsity girls volleyball coach.

His teams went 33-10 record and
won the 2017 Union County Jayvee
Tournament title after finished sec-
ond in 2016. He currently coaches
the first-year boys volleyball team.

But Cook recently stepped down
as the girls assistant to fill the va-
cancy on Jim DeSarno’s football
staff that was created by the retire-
ment of longtime assistant Bill
Mellott. Cook (’02) will join class-
mate and buddy Jim McKeon as co-
coaches of the freshman squad.

Cook was a three-year starter at
WHS in football, basketball and
baseball. He is currently the No. 21
all-time basketball scorer with 682
points, and in baseball he owns the
school record with a 40-game hit-
ting streak. He played college base-
ball four years at Montclair State.

TENNIS STUFF
The 21st Westfield Invitational will

be held this Saturday at the Westfield
Tennis Club. It’s been an annual event
since 1997, except for 2001 when it

was rained out. This year’s opening
matchups are WHS vs. Scotch Plains
and Montville vs. Bridgewater-Raritan.
The 11-time champion Blue Devils
didn’t win their own event until 2003,
but since 2007 they have only lost
once, in 2012 to Moorestown.

DEN TRIVIA
Name the only WHS pitcher to

throw a perfect game in the Union
County Tournament.

ON THIS DATE
1960: Ernie “Smitty” Lanning

struck out 21 batters in 10 innings,
allowed six hits and walked one in a
2-0 win over Rahway. Indians ace
Tom Hoagland whiffed 17 Devils.

AROUND THIS DATE
May 7, 1937: The baseball season

was cancelled due to “lack of a field.”
The Blue and White were 0-6 and com-
ing off a 20-4 loss to Columbia. (The
boys tennis team was 0-10 that spring,
and the football team went 0-7-2 that
fall and didn’t score a single point.)

May 13, 1945: Yale graduate and
1937 Heisman Trophy winner Larry
Kelley made his debut for the
Westfield Hawks semipro baseball
team. He played second base in a 5-2
win over the Elizabeth A.A. at
Tamaques Park Field 2.

May 13, 1969: Lieutenant Daniel
Nichols was killed in Vietnam, just
weeks before his tour of duty was up.
The 1961 swim team captain was a
multi-time state champion and is a
member of the Westfield Athletic Hall
of Fame’s Class of 2012.

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
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RITTENDALE 2 GOALS, 2 ASST; BOND, WORNOW GOAL, ASST

Summit Stops Blue Devils, 8-5,
For UCT Boys Lacrosse Title

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
lacrosse team fell short of sending its
senior class out with a fourth con-
secutive Union County Tournament
(UCT) title. The Blue Devils were
beaten by top-seeded Summit, 8-5, in
the UCT title game on May 5, at
Arthur L. Johnson High School in
Clark. Summit senior goalkeeper Will
Vitton saved nine shots, playing be-
hind stellar defense, and was a key
factor in the Hilltoppers’ victory. The
Hilltoppers’ senior class was deter-
mined not to spend its entire career as
county runner-ups to Westfield.

“I can’t begin to describe how good
this feels,” said Vitton, who will play
next year at Villanova. “We always
seem to beat Westfield during the
regular season and then they come up
and have beaten us when it really
counted in the county finals. Heading
into tonight’s match, the history of
losses to them in the finals definitely
was a motivating factor. I think every
player on this team, especially the
seniors, knew that this was going to
be our last shot at making this right.

Indeed, everything Vitton said was
true as Westfield has owned Summit
the last three years in county finals.
But this year’s game had a different
feel to it even before it began. Sum-
mit, ranked as high as No 3 in the
state, had blitzed the Blue Devils,
winning by 10 goals in a game just
two weeks earlier. At times this sea-
son, the Westfield defense has been
spotty.

But with terrific offensive goal scor-
ers like seniors Nick Bond (22 goals),
Jake Wornow (25 goals) and Mat-
thew Rittendale (19 goals) as well as
junior Devon McLane (88 career as-
sists) handing out assists, the Blue
Devils could send a chill up the spine
of any opponent.

Summit struck early with goals from
Skyler Schluter and Nick Thompson
at 8:53 and 8:04 to grab a 2-0 lead.
Westfield got right back into it though
with a goal from Bond at 5:59 that cut
it to 2-1. It took just 16 seconds for
Westfield to strike again. After win-
ning the face-off, Rittendale scored
on a gorgeous spin move to even the
game at 2-2. The first period would

end with the score knotted at 2-2.
The second period belonged to the

Hilltoppers. Thompson scored his
second goal of the game on a stum-
bling, overhand shot that bounced
into the back of the net at 7:41. Next,
Gray Humphrey scored on a great
individual effort to give the
Hilltoppers a 4-2 lead at 5:11.
Humphrey took the ball down the
right sideline fighting off Blue Devil
checks before cutting inside and pot-
ting the ball in the back of the net for
the unassisted score. Thompson com-
pleted his hat trick with a goal at 1:05
that made it 5-2 heading into the break.

“The second period was huge for us
tonight,” said Vitton. “The defense
really stood on its head against them.
They weren’t letting anything get
through.”

Summit extended the lead to 6-2 on
a goal by Eamon McTernan just 44
seconds into the third period. Even
more important than the four-goal
spread was the fact that the Summit
defense was stifling Westfield’s top
scorers. Bond and Wornow consis-
tently met with resistance on their
slashes to the cage and off the ball
cuts. Vitton, meanwhile, was not giv-
ing up much between the pipes either.
Vitton had a great stop of a point
blank shot by Jake Engelke midway
through the period that kept the defi-
cit at four.

“They play a tight zone which neu-
tralizes a lot of the downhill dodges,”
said sixth year Westfield Head Coach
Patrick Tuohy. “We didn’t handle it
very well tonight. We were much bet-
ter when the game was being played
in transition.

Westfield cut the lead to 6-3 on a
sidearm flick from Rittenedale, his
second goal of the game, at 5:33. Just
when it seemed like the Blue Devils
might be ready to make one of their
late game runs at the Hilltoppers,
Eamon McTernan responded with a
goal at 3:39 to make it 7-3.

In the fourth period, Summit kept
its foot on the gas with a goal from
Greg Moller with 10:43 left in regula-
tion. Trailing 8-3, the Blue Devils
were in dire straits. McLane found
Mack Prybylski with a picture perfect
pass and Prybylski came through with
a goal from in front of the cage to cut

the lead to 8-4 at 7:47.
But Westfield could not break

through against a stubborn Summit
defense and the Hilltoppers worked
nearly three minutes off of the clock
down the stretch before Wornow man-
aged to score his first and only goal of
the game with :07 remaining to pro-
vide the final score of 8-5.

Thompson led all scorers with three
goals and one assist. McTernan had
two goals, while Schluter had a goal
and an assist. Humphrey and Moller
each chipped in a goal for the cham-
pions. Harry Kilkowski notched two
assists.

Westfield was led by Rittendale
who scored two goals and had two
assists. Bond and Wornow each had
one goal and one assist. Prybylski
contributed one goal. McLane handed
out three assists.
Westfield 2 0 1 2 5
Summit 2 3 2 1 8

took a pass from McLane and slashed
his way toward the net before finding
paydirt at 5:10. The Raiders came
right back with Oslislo scoring his
second goal at 4:43. Bond scored a
big goal with 1:20 left when he found
the lower left corner of the net, send-
ing Westfield into the final period
with a 10-8 lead.

Westfield erased much of the hard
fought success the Raiders had earned
by scoring two quick goals in the first
minute of the fourth period. Engelke
scored off of an assist by McLane at
11:13 then after the Blue Devils won
the faceoff, Wornow struck again for
a 12-8 lead.

Guma scored again to make it 12-9
with 7:44 remaining. But Westfield
ran off three goals over the next four
minutes to make the score 15-9 lead
with 3:38 to play. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood made one last run at the
game. Tommy Nakonechny fired an
overhand shot into net making it 15-
10 with 2:54 left. The Raiders won the
faceoff and got another quick score,
this time by Jake Rigney with 2:14 to

play making it 15-11.
A furious rally was not to be this

time though as Westfield fended off
the Raiders down the stretch and held
possession to secure their spot in the
finals. Porter led the Raiders with
three goals. Guma had two goals and
two assists, while Brady and Oslislo
each scored twice. Rigney and
Nakonechny had one goal each.
Raider goalkeeper Tom Bruckman
stopped 16 shots.

The Raiders will get back to work
in preparation for the first round of
the state tournament in their quest to
capture a championship.

“In order to get over the hump, we
have to play a complete game and as
a coach I have to make sure we do not
start flat,” said Coach Miceli. “We
must do the little things right. This
game shows us that when we play 100
percent and win the ground ball battle,
we can be tough to beat. Our guys are
looking forward to last week of sea-
son and then states.”
Sc Pl-Fanwood 3 0 5 3 11
Westfield 6 1 3 5 15

50+ A DIVISION (May 6):
TEAM W L
Deegan Roofing 3 0
Joe Max Telecom 2 1
Linwood Inn 1 2
Phenomenal Boyz 1 2

50+ B DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Roselle American Legion 3 0
Cranford VFW 2 1
Garwood Metal 2 1
Advanced Financial 1 1
Contact Lens & Vision 1 1
Riverside Inn 1 2

50+ C DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Linda’s Driftwood Bar 1 1
Bad Brains 1 2
AJ Jersey 1 3
Conair 0 3

JoeMax 19, Phenom Boyz 2
JoeMax scored 17 unanswered runs

after the third inning. There was solid
defense and great pitching from
Howard Bialos. Al Genova gunned
down a runner at third, while Rob
Stratton had a hand in 10 putouts.
Mike McKenna, Howard Bialos and
Pete Costello (all 3-for-3), and Pat
Nigro and John Segledi (3 RBI each)
drove JoeMax.
Deegan Roofing 28, Conair 8

The Roofers’ offense supported the
solid pitching of Doug Fischer. John
Garced (4-for-4, 2 doubles, 4 runs, 6
RBI), Charlie Collins (4-for-4, 2b,
3b, 4 runs, 3 RBI), Nick Russo (4-for-
4, 3 2bs, run, 5 RBI), and Tom
Baldowski (3-for-3, 2b, 2 3bs, 2 runs,
5 RBI) led Deegan.
Garwood Metal 8, Linwood 5

Garwood Metal scored 4 runs in
the bottom of the 6th inning. Carey
Durrett, Ron Kulik and Don
Montefusco (2 hits apiece) led GM.
Campy Camporeale (3 hits) and Joe
Sarica and Slope Rzewuski (2 hits
each) led the Tap House.
Roselle A.L. 17, Riverside Inn 14

The Legion took the lead in the fifth
with timely hits from Hector Munoz,
Jim McCullough and Ed Kushner.
Joe Caliguari homered in the seventh
to hold off Riverside’s rally in the
bottom half of the inning. Chipping in
offensively were Gene Antonucci and
Ed Lubas. Riverside was led by Paul
Newton, Steve Falco and Dennis
Maluchnik (4 RBI) with 4 hits apiece.
Cranford VFW 21, AJ Jersey 19

Jerry Veglia and Chris Kaminski (4
hits each) and John Fiore, Frank Verducci
and Nick Pace (3 hits each) led the VFW.
However, Bob Ghiretti’s diving stop at

3B and a throw from his knees to record
the final out saved the game.
Linwood Inn 23, Ad. Financial 4

Slope Rzewuski (HR), Leo DiGuilio
(HR) each with 4 hits, and Joe Menza
and Joe Sarica. Mike DiRienzo (3 hits
each) led Linwood. For Advanced, Vic
Trindade went 3-for-3.
Linda’s 28, Bad Brains 22

BB scored 7 in the fifth but Linda’s
answered with 11. Home runs from
Eddie Engram and Dion Russ sparked
the Barmen attack. Armando Calderon
(5-for-5), Norm McClain (4 hits 2b),
Ramon Martinez (4 hits 3 RBI), Vinnie
Coladaro (3 hits 2 HRs,7 RBI), and
Keith McDede (3 hits), and Ken Zeidner,
Mike Uhl, Joe Kenny and Diego Elliot
(2 hits each) led Bad Brains.
Cranford VFW 26, GW Metal 11

Bob LaConti, Dave Pringle and
John Fiore (all with HRs), Carl
Gamba, Nick Pace and Bob Ghiretti
(3 hits each) led the Vets. Ron Kulik
(HR) and Ray DiMaggio, Bob D’Meo,
Dave Lloyd and Jose Jimenez with 2
hits apiece, and Bill McCormack (3
hits) led Garwood Metal.
JoeMax 28, Bad Brains 13

JoeMax scored 6 in the 1st frame.
Al Genova, Don Miller (6 RBI) and
Walt blasted HRs. McKenna and
Evans (5 RBI) both were 4-for-4. For
BB, Norm McClain and Vinnie
Calderon had 2 hits (monster
centerfield HR).
Deegan 31, Phenomenal Boyz 13

Phenomenal Boyz plated 10 runs in
the 2nd Deegan answered with 10 in
the 3rd and another 10 in the 7th.
Mike Juchnik (3H, 2-2B, 4RBI), Nick
Russo (3H, 2-2B, 3B, 6RBI) and Tom
Baldowski (3H, 2HR, 7RBI) were the
hitting stars.
Roselle A.L. 11, AJ Jersey 2

Strong pitching by Harry Streep (2
hits also) and outstanding defensive
plays by Ralph Genova and Bill
Buteau led the Legion. Joe Caliguari
homered in the victory. Leading
Roselle offensively were Jeff Baier,
Harold Zayas, Joe Ciampi and Ed
Rodriguez.
Contact 21, Riverside Inn 15

Three over the fence HRs by Peter
Byer (4H), Scott Cohen and Kerry Gelb
(3H, 2B), and Ed Quinn (2 3Bs, 2B).
Matte Kasper (4 hits), and Dave
Rothenberg and Ken Zierler (3 hits
apiece) made Contact. Ken Zierler turned
3 double plays. Tom Wolansky (4 hits, 4
RBI), Jimmy Massarelli (4 hits) and
Rich Polonitza (4 RBI) led Riverside.

UCC Lady Cagers Finish
Ranked Seventh in Nation

CRANFORD – The Union County
College Women’s Basketball Team
won the National Junior College Ath-
letic Association Division II Region
XIX Championship and the NJCAA
District N Championship on March 5
when they defeated Harcum College.
This led the Lady Owls to the national
tournament that was held in Harrison,
Arkansas from March 18-24. After
four tough games against community
colleges from around the nation, the
Lady Owls ended their season ranked
7th nationally.

In the first game of the tournament,
the 13th seed Lady Owls competed
against the 4th seed Owens College.
Owens defeated Union, 82-64.

The Lady Owls continued to com-
pete and won the next three games. In
their second game, they defeated Cecil
College from North East, Maryland,
93-80 in overtime. In their third game,
the Lady Owls defeated Ancilla Col-
lege from Plymouth, Indiana, 61-47.
This win advanced the Lady Owls to
play in the championship game for
7th place. In their fourth and final

game, the team faced Macomb Com-
munity College, a tough team from
Warren, Michigan. The Lady Owls,
71-50.

Lady Owl Yamel Abreu was named
to the NJCAA Division II National
Tournament All-Tournament Team.
Ms. Abreu was one of only 10 players
of the tournament chosen to be a
member of the All-Tournament Team.

Coach Marbely Montas was also
recognized by the NJCAA. This was
her first year as head coach and she
was named the Region XIX Division
II Coach of the Year.

“I am very proud of all that the
Lady Owls and Coach Montas
achieved this year. Their hard work
from week to week paid off when they
were able to compete at the national
level,” stated Union’s Dean of Col-
lege Life Tammy Smith.

Union County College is a compre-
hensive two-year community college
and has 14 NJCAA sports teams. For
more information about the Athletic
programs at the College, go to
www.unionowls.com.

Union County Senior 60+
Softball League Standings:

Union County Senior 50+
Softball league Standings:
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COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate
Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: BettyLynch1935@gmail.com
FAX: 862-345-2871
www.BettyLynchRealtor.com

OPEN HOUSE: Saturday, May 12th • 12-3pm
12 Cowperthwaite Place, Westfield

2 Bedroom • 2 1/2 Bath Condo
“In Town Location”, Minutes to NYC transportation, shopping, houses of worship. Exceptional space - nearly
2,100 sq. ft. including storage room. 2 car attached garage. A rare find. Not age restricted. $509,000.

COUGARS 2ND IN 4X2, WF 2ND IN 4X8, SPF 2ND IN 4X16

Blue Devil Boys Win 3, SPF 1
At Union County Track Relays

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union Catholic took won four
events to capture first in the team
totals at the Union County Relays
held at Kehler Stadium on May 3-4.
The Vikings totaled 107 points, fol-
lowed by Rahway at 77 and Elizabeth
at 73. Westfield took fourth at 57,
followed by Scotch Plains-Fanwood
at 47. The Cranford Cougars placed
11th with nine points.

Of the six contested events on Day
1, the Vikings won two and had the
lead in the team score with 50 points.
Rahway was second with a 38 total
and also won two events. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood was third at 24
points, followed by Elizabeth and
Westfield at 21.

Blue Devil juniors Ajay Olson,
Steve Zucker and Jake Salter and
senior Spencer Weigand finished first
in the sprint medley relay (SMR) with
a time of 3:32.01. Weigand ran the
800 anchor leg and had to make up
considerable distance to catch the
Rahway frontrunner and did, along
with runners from Union Catholic

and Elizabeth at the 200-meter mark
of the second lap. Weigand then turned
up his volume to finish first.

“In racing in general, you never
want to go out super, super hard. I
kind of have a feeling I did that any-
way. The plan was to just try and
make it up gradually. UC’s Justin
Cadas gave me a lot of trouble. I

wasn’t quite expecting him to be where
he was. With about 200 to go, we
were all bunched up together and I am
pretty confident in my kick from 200
out. At that point I did and hoped that
would be enough. I don’t know if they
were ready for me to make a move so
early,” Weigand explained.

SACHER 2 DBL, 2 RBI, RUN; SCHWERDTFEGER 3 HITS

Blue Devils’ 7-Run 3rd, Jolts
Cougars in UCT Softball, 7-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One huge inning was all it took for
the third-seeded Westfield High
School softball team to get past the
sixth-seeded Cranford Cougars in the
quarterfinal round of the Union
County Tournament (UCT) in
Westfield on May 2. The Blue Devils
capitalized on two hit batters, a walk
and a throwing error and combined
them with four doubles to score all of
their runs in the bottom of the third
inning en route to a 7-3 victory and a
trip to the UCT semifinals at Kean
University on May 4 to face the Gov-
ernor Livingston Highlanders, 5-0,
winners over Brearley.

The big inning began with Jordan
Sacher’s leadoff double to left-
centerfield and the sixth and seventh
runs crossed the plate when she
whacked her second double in the same
location. Sacher, who finished 2-for-3,
with two RBI and a run scored, also
made good contact with a hard
groundout to second in the fifth inning.

“I got into the batter’s box thinking
quality at-bats, swing at good pitches,
let bad ones go, try to make good
contact and it happened. She was
pitching inside and we worked on that
all day in practice because that’s what
kind of got me the last game we played,
so I was ready for her pitches,” Sacher
explained.

In between Sacher’s two doubles,
Erica Lawrence, who ended up being
hit-by-a-pitch twice in the game,
reached safely on a throwing error
that allowed Sacher to score the first
run. Julia Romano looped an RBI
double just over the second baseman’s
outstretched arms and Ally Gulla (1-
for-3) walked. Rachel Rothenberg
took a fastball to the hip, loading the
bases, then Natalie Patterson (1-for-
2) earned a painful RBI when she
took a fastball to the ribs. Emma
Pietriewicz plopped a two-run double
over first then Sacher finished it off
with her two run double.

Cougar starting pitcher Brenna
Dolan, who hit two batters in the first

inning and struck out three in a row in
the second, was charged with six of
the seven runs in the third and was
replaced by Bridget Dineen after hit-
ting two more batters in a row. Dineen
ran into trouble in the sixth inning
with a bases-loaded, no out situation
and was replaced by Morrigan
Gardiner, who quickly put out the
fire.

Blue Devil pitcher Bridget Hyland
was rolling along strong for the first
five innings, allowing only a pair of
infield singles, one hard single and
three walks, while striking out four
during that span.

“I trust my defense. I am very com-
fortable out there when I know I have
people out there making plays behind
me. Also just the fact that we scored
seven runs in that inning it’s a lot
easier when you are pitching. It can
make you a little bit looser,” said
Hyland, who added, “I’m not a big
strikeout pitcher but get them to hit
the ball on the ground or up in the air
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more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUNNING THE FIRST LEG OF THE 4X1,600...Blue Devil Will Loggia (W) runs the first leg of the 4x1,600 at the Union
County Relays at Kehler Stadium on May 3-4. The Blue Devils just nudged out the SPF Raiders for first place.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRUCIAL PLAY AT THE PLATE...Blue Devil catcher Erica Lawrence is about to put the tag on Cougar Taylor Reitzel
in the sixth inning of the Union County Tournament quarterfinal game in Westfield. The Blue Devils won 7-3.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING HIS MOVE...Blue Devil Spencer Weigand, left, begins to make his
move on the final lap of the sprint medley relay. The Blue Devils won the event.
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Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 

President’s Circle 2017  

Cell: 908-313-1542

Direct: 908-233-6417 

joyce.taylor@cbmoves.com

211 Wells Street, Westfield
$1,049,000

Westfield West Office | 600 North Avenue W, Westfield, NJ 07090 | 908-233-0065 
All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Subject to errors and omissions. 

©2018 Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT 
LLC. If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. 

This spacious and nicely updated Colonial offers a fabulous 
location with great curb appeal! A beautiful covered porch 
greets you and welcomes you into a two story foyer  that 

opens to both the living room and family rooms. An         
abundance of living space makes this home perfect for

entertaining and every day living. The gourmet kitchen has a 
center island, granite counter tops and an eating area that 

opens to another covered porch. The family room is
complete with a wood burning fireplace and a first floor

bedroom with full bath completes the first floor. Upstairs, you 
will find a large master suite with walk-in-closet, stall shower 

& jetted tub and a sitting room. Two additional bedrooms 
share a hall bath. The basement is fully finished with rec 

room, leisure room, wet bar and lots of storage. Newly paved 
driveway and path to porch. 

Westfield West Presents : 

Saturday Open House Tour  

May 12, 2018 1pm~4pm 

51 King Street, Fanwood 

Charming 4 bedroom Dutch Colonial on 

picturesque tree lined street. 

$575,000

527 S. Chestnut, Westfield 

Classic 4 bedroom Colonial with flowing 

floor plan and ample living space. 

$695,000

6 Estelle Place, Cranford 

Contemporary 5 BR Colonial. Incredible 

finished basement with full bath. 

$938,000

126 Greenwood Road, Mountainside 

Classic and elegant 4 BR Colonial in 

desirable “Westfield like” setting.   

$939,000

Westfield West Office  | 600  North Avenue W.

Westfield, NJ | 908-233-0065
All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Subject to errors and omissions. 

©2018 Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC. If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the 

offerings of other real estate brokers. 

The efforts of his teammates kept
him in the race.

“Our 400 runner was Jake Saltzer.
He ran clean, kept us in contact. Our
200 guys were Ajay Olson and Steve
Zucker. They are pretty quick. They
did their job. They kept us in contact
too. It was a good race all around,”
Weigand said.

Raiders Scott Kaiser, Brandon Garcia,

Ben Fleischer and Drew Burfeindt
crossed first in the distance medley relay
(DMR) with a time of 10:41.2 and Blue
Devils Cooper Brennan, Jackson
O’Brien, Will Loggia and Matt Meusel
finished third at 10:46.84.

Rahway won the 4x100 with a time
of 42.37 but Raiders Kyle Estivene,
Jacob Leigh, Justin Sanders and
Dwight Laylor turned in their best

time to finish third at 42.82. Cranford
Cougars Josiah Cadet, Matt Maggio,
Elijah Arroyo and Josh Cadet fin-
ished sixth at 43.39. Rahway also
won the 400 hurdles with a time of
2:53.67 and Raiders Dhvanil
Nanshah, Justin Williams and Will
Loop finished fourth at 2:57.6.

Union Catholic won the shot put
event with a distance of 146-8 and
Blue Devils Tim Alliegro with his best
throw of 47-11.25, Declan McCauley
at 43-7.25 — personal best) and Fran
Alliegro at 41-4.75 placed fourth with
a distance of 133-1.25.

Summit won the team long jump
with a distance of 62-8 and Hilltopper
Dorian Jackson had the best leap at
21-4.5. Raider Jacob Leigh tied for
the fifth-best leap of 20-5. Union
Catholic won the pole vault with a
height of 25-0 and Conor Reilly
cleared a meet-best 14-0. Governor
Livingston’s Kyle McCarthy and
Darren DelDuca took third at 21-6
and Raider sophomore Ian Celardo
(11-6 — 3rd best) and Tyler Dvorin
took fourth at 21-0.

Raider Coach Pete Kane revealed,
“We got a new guy Ian Celardo. He

to make plays on it.”
Hyland’s sixth inning was quite

different as the Cougars tagged her
for three runs on five hits and a walk.

“They were capitalizing on every-
thing. They were making good con-
tact. They were scoring runs when
they had the opportunity to score runs
but the fact that we got a good lead
made it not as scary as it could have
been. Granted it would have been
nice if we were scoring runs in every
inning instead of just one inning,”
Hyland said.

Cougar Jayna Mallon got things
started by beating out an infield single,
Taylor Reitzel lined a double to left
and Mia Markase hopped an RBI
single past third. After Ava Manfra
reached on a force out, Elizabeth
McCaffery (1-for-3) walked and
Gardiner bounced a two-run single
over second. Erin Schwerdtfeger (3-
for-4) singled to load the bases then
Sarah Gluck launched a dangerous
shot toward the leftfield fence but
Gen Howell managed to get under for
the third out.

“Gen always comes in clutch out in
leftfield. She made countless amount
of catches out there when it’s a close
game. It’s not an easy play. I’m so

lucky to have her,” Hyland expressed.
“If Gen misses that ball, you could

make the argument that may be an in
the park home run. She’s on the fence
at least bases clearing. Gen did a
great job hanging with it. The ball had
a lot of hang time. She stayed calm,
got under it. Gen’s really good going
back on the ball,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Caitlyn MacDonald said.

Just the inning before, Pietriewicz
made the first great catch of the day
when she chased down Manfra’s dif-
ficult pop at the right field line.

“Emma in right did an awesome job
coming in and over. A very tough ball.
Those are the plays if we want to win
a county tournament, we got to make,”
Coach MacDonald emphasized.

“It’s really nice to have people be-
hind you playing like that because that
makes everybody go 100 percent,”
Hyland said. “When she makes a great
catch like that, it makes the rest of us
say, ‘OK! Let’s get that last out’.”

Hyland did settle down in the sev-
enth inning and recorded her fifth
strikeout.

“She did what she needed to do. If
I am being really nitpicky, she could
get a head of more batters but she’s a
senior. She knows what she’s sup-

posed to do. A few of the base hits that
she gave up today, credit to Cranford.
They were getting the bat on the ball
and some of them got through the
infield. Ground balls to somebody
are easy outs but when they are in the
hole or a little bit to your left or right
they get a little bit tougher,” Coach
MacDonald said.

At the plate, Hyland, who laid down
a perfect bunt single in the game, has
been seeing the ball well recently.

“It’s fun to be able to help my team
out offensively too and move my team-
mates around on the bases. I like
hitting. I like my bunting. It’s a lot of
fun,” Hyland expressed.

The UCT semifinal showdown with
the Highlanders, who beat the Blue
Devils, 7-4, earlier in the season,
should prove to be competitive.

“Today was a big game. I think we
approached and competed the way
we needed to. I think that if we can do
this on Saturday, the results will be
similar but there are obviously things
we need to work on, not to just to
score only in one inning but there are
defensive stuff we can go over,”
Sacher said.
Cranford 000 003 0 3
Westfield 007 000 x 7
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RECEIVING THE HANDOFF...Cougar Matt Maggio gets the handoff from Josiah Cadet for the second leg of the 4x100
at during the Union County Relays on Day 1 at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IN FOR THE WIN...Blue Devil anchorman Will McGlynn beats Raider Brandon
Garcia across the line to win the 4x1,600 on Day 2.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OUT AT HOME...Cougar catcher Erin Schwerdtfeger gets the ball on time for a force out on Blue Devil Bridget Hyland in
the sixth inning of the Union County Tournament quarterfinal game in Westfield. The Blue Devils won 7-3.
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Blue Devils Win 3, SPF 1 at UC Track Relays
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200 North Avenue East | Westfield, New Jersey 07090 | Office 908.654.6666 | prominentproperties.com

Regional Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey

Living in New Jersey is a Genius DecisionTM

Each office is independently owned and operated

We all have dreams, and they are as vast and varied as the world is wide. But they 
all start with inspiration, and inspiration starts with your surroundings. That’s what 

home is. Family. Friends. A sense of place. An amazing view. It’s all part of what 
makes a space a home, because your home is where you truly LIVE.

LIVE PROMINENT

HOBSON WHACKS 2 DOUBLES, HYLAND GETS 2 HITS

Panthers Score Early, Defeat
Blue Devils for UCT Title, 2-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pitching called the shots to decide
whether top-seeded Roselle Park or
third-seeded Westfield was going to
emerge as softball champions of the
Union County Tournament held at
Kean University in Union on May 6.
The Panthers took advantage of a hit
batter and a walk and added a pair of
singles to score twice in the bottom of
the first inning for the game’s only
runs in a 2-0 victory.

“The first inning where they scored
two runs, there were two ground balls
up the middle with runners in scoring
position. That’s how it goes some-
times,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Caitlin MacDonald said.

The 19-1 Panthers defeated
Plainfield, 15-4, Union Catholic, 5-0,
and Elizabeth, 6-0, to reach the cham-
pionship game, while the Blue Devils
defeated Union, 3-2, Cranford, 7-3,
and second-seeded Governor
Livingston, 6-4.

Panther pitcher Madison Hummel
yielded five hits and three walks, while

recording two strikeouts. Hummel did
not allow more than one hit in any
given inning and only one of her
walks came in an inning where the
Blue Devils had a hit.

Blue Devil freshman pitcher
Michaela Hobson, after giving up the
two runs, on two hits, a walk and a hit
batter in the first inning, went on to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

used to play lacrosse in the spring.
Decided this year he didn’t want to. I
talked to him and asked him what
were his plans. He said, ‘Nothing!
Maybe get a job.’ I said come pole
vault instead. The kid is having a
phenomenal Spring so far. His learn-
ing curve is through the roof. He
jumped 10 feet his first meet, 10-6 his
second and 11-6 today. We had to buy
him a pole fast and now we are on to
the next one already. He’s working
well with junior Tyler Dvorin.”

Kane also has other plans for
Celardo.

“He’s a wrestler. He also is a big
mountain biker, he’s a snowboarder,
so he’s got the mental aspect down. I
think next year we will teach him
some long jump and triple jump. He
can move pretty well and he really
doesn’t have much fear. I will take
that,” Coach Kane said.

On Day 2, The Blue Devils edged
the Raiders for first in the 4x1,600.
Sophomores Will Loggia and Kevin
Yucetepe, junior Ronnie Melao and
anchor Will McGlynn finished in
18:39.26 just ahead of Kaiser,
Fleischer, Burfeindt and anchor Garcia
at 18:40.21. McGlynn had to put out a
special kick to beat Garcia at the line.

“We have been looking forward to
this race for a long time. When I went
out to be honest, the other guys were
hanging behind me. The race wasn’t
going out as fast as I expected. I took
it for the first three laps then at the bell

lap, Summit turned it up. I went with
him, ended up a little bit behind but it
was all about putting the rest of the
team in a good position,” Loggia de-
scribed.

“We have been looking to this for a
long time, especially since we are
underclassmen. It was very meaning-
ful to come out here and race some of
our young guys. Will did a great job
with our lead leg bringing us out at the
top-2 and when I got the baton, I just
had the Summit guy in front of me. I
caught him with about 500 to go then
I gave it to Ronnie. Ronnie did an
excellent job maintaining our posi-
tion. And McGlynn did an awesome
job on the Scotch Plains guy with the
last 100-meter kick,” Yucetepe said.

“I was watching Kevin race and
pass the Summit guy and get us to
first. That’s when I knew my job was
to hold off Summit and Scotch Plains.
My coaches kept telling me to keep
pushing, keep pushing. I couldn’t let
up because I was in an open field. I
didn’t have anyone to chase after.
Once I passed it off to Will McGlynn
I thought we were going to win. It
went down to the wire but when he
pulled it out, it was a great sigh of
relief,” Melao expressed.

“The whole four laps I knew where
he was. I have heard a lot about
Brendan Garcia. He’s a great com-
petitor. I was terrified for the first
three laps. When he passed me, it
kind of flashed in my head that this

race, a county relay is important to us
as a team. We lost to Scotch Plains
last year in this race and I was not
about to let that happen again,”
McGlynn said.

“Kevin did a good job of catching
back up to Summit. Ronnie held off
the Scotch Plains and Summit third
men then McGlynn, a total beast,
held them off. It was one of the great-
est kicks I have seen in my life. It was
really fun getting this win,” Loggia
expressed.

Blue Devil Joe SanGiacomo,
Brendan Riccardi and Griffin Rooney
won the javelin with a distance of
436-7. Raiders Zach Zimmerman,
Dan Wright and Jake Hahn took fourth
at 393-1. Blue Devils Bennie
Buontempo, McCauley and Dan
Howard took fifth in the discus with a
distance of 345-7. Union Catholic
crossed first in the 4x200 at 1:29.42,
followed by Cougars Josiah Cadet,
Rickemdel Phanor, Elijah Arroyo and
Josh Cadet at 1:30.32. Raiders
Estivene, Noah Samms, Suben Agwu
and Williams finished sixth at 1:31.38.

Blue Devils Meusel, Brennan,
Johnson and Weigand finished sec-
ond in the 4x800 at 8:04.32. Zucker,
Olson, Weigand and Saltzer took third
in the 4x400 at 3:24.26. Raiders Will
Loop, Estivene, Nanshah and Will-
iams finished third in the 4x110
hurdles at 1:02.17. Leigh, Mike Gross
and Cameron Adams placed fourth in
the high jump with a height of 16-7.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING OVER THE HURDLES...Raiders Justin Williams, left, and Dhvanil Nanshah competed in the 400 hurdles at the
Union County Relays at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on May 3-4.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCORING THE FIRST RUN...Roselle Park Panther Hailey Ortega scored the first run of the game in the bottom of the first
inning of the Union County Tournament Championship as Blue Devil catcher Erica Lawrence watches the action.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SAFE AT THIRD...Panther Sarah Lippin slides safely into third as Blue Devil
third baseman Rachel Rotherberg gets the throw from center in the first inning.



Page 18  Thursday, May 10, 2018 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Panthers Defeat Blue Devils for UCT Title, 2-0
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Blue Devils’ ‘O’, ‘D’ Holds Off Cougars in UCT
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COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
Previews® Specialist, CRS, ASP, ABR, SRES
Cell/Text: 908-370-7900
Email: suechecchio@gmail.com
www.suechecchio.com

Surprisingly spacious, this move in condition 4 bedroom home boasts a wonderful open floor plan. Improvements
include an updated kitchen with granite counters, stainless steel appliances and breakfast bar that opens to a
breakfast room and sunny family room with wood burning fireplace. Additional amenities include two renovated
baths, replacement windows, a finished basement recreation room, newer furnace and central air, deck and
patio. Situated just around the corner to Brookside Elementary and blocks to Cranford High School, this prime
location is less a mile to town and train, nine miles to Newark Airport and 22 miles to Manhattan!

107 Beech Street, Cranford

Offered for $535,000 • www.107Beech.com

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Bernadette Houston, CRB

Cell: 908-209-3370
BMHouston460@gmail.com

Broker / Salesperson

Once in a lifetime a home like this becomes available. Custom renovation with all the most wonderful details is what
you will find on this .62 of an acre property located on one of Wychwood’s prettiest streets. Plenty of special features
for fun year round. Meticulously maintained inside and out. Gourmet kitchen with double dishwashers, ovens,
refrigerator drawers and warming drawer all designed for easy at home entertaining. Kitchen opens to family room
which overlooks the grounds and terraced pool area. His and her home offices are perfect for at home work. Master
suite with his and her walk in closets and spa worthy bath has its own fireplace and access to the terrace. A perfect
place to bask in the morning sun and enjoy the view. Total of 5 bedrooms and 4 full and 2 half baths. From lower
level recreation room to 3rd floor suite this Wilson School home is sure to please. Offered at $2,198,000.

Newly Listed • 940 Kimball Avenue, Westfield
OPEN HOUSE: Saturday, May 12th  12-3pm

The Cougars needed to respond
and tied the score in the third. Jamie
Shriner slashed a one-out single past
first. Mike Murphy was hit-by-a-pitch
and Mike Meola (2-for-3) loaded the
bases with a single over first. Tyler
Szczech (2-for-3) then lined a two-
run double to left-center.

“Coach tells us bases loaded, less
then two outs you have to do some-
thing, put it hard somewhere. He gave
me a first pitch curveball. It was
straight over the plate, hit it into the
gap and good results after that,”
Szczech explained.

With Meola on third and Szczech
on second, Pat Connolly put down a
squeeze bunt to Hiltz as Meola scored.

“It’s something we always practice
almost every day. I knew once he
called it, Pat Connolly would get it
down, so I was confident running to
home,” Meola said.

When Hiltz threw to first, Szczech
zoomed around third and headed for
home but the throw back to Vall-
Llobera at the plate was in time for the
third out.

“We had to be even early in the
game very aggressive, get as many
runs as we can put up. It’s just the
whole method that coach tells us
about. Unfortunately I didn’t score,”
Szczech said.

During the course of the game,
Vall-Llobera gunned down Shriner

attempting to swipe second in the
first inning and also nailed Joe
DeClerico (single) attempting to take
third in the fifth inning. But the first
impressive catch came in the fourth
when Jake Lerie chased down Mike
McGee’s long fly ball at the right
field line.

“Chased that down! It was an 80-
foot run. He made it,” Knapp ex-
pressed.

Westfield took a 6-3 lead in the
bottom of the fifth and it began with
two men out. Lerie hopped a single
past second and stole a base, Wagner
walked and Vall-Llobera yanked an
RBI single to right. Matt Manning
lined an RBI single to right and Knapp
added his third hit with an RBI single
over second.

“I was seeing the ball well today. I
got a couple of rounds in before the
game and that helped me see the ball
better. The first at-bat he left the ball
right over the plate. The next one I
just hustled down to first and I hit the
ball hard the third one,” Knapp said.

On his second hit, Vall-Llobera said,
“I rolled it over a little bit, it found
some room and it got through. We are
going good. We got to keep it up and
keep winning these kind of games.”

The next key catch came at a crucial
time. Szczech slapped a one-out single
and Connolly doubled in the sixth
inning. After Hiltz struck out McGee,

Connor Katz hit a soft popup heading
for right field. Knapp hustled back and
managed to grab it, saving two runs.

“I saw it go up in the air and origi-
nally I thought it was way over my
head but then it was hanging up there
a little bit, so dropped my back leg
and ran after it and caught it. I thought
I was going to have to dive for it but
it didn’t wind up that way,” Knapp
described.

The final run-saving catch came in
the Cranford seventh. Joe Meola
singled and dashed to second on a
passed ball. DeClerico drilled a low
liner to left but Matt McIntyre made
a super sliding catch to prevent Meola
from scoring.

“It was a great catch. It took a lot of
guts to dive for that ball. He did and
it paid off,” Knapp said.

“Coach always tells us all we can
do is hit the ball hard and if they make
plays, that’s their thing,” Mike Meola
added.

“They made a huge difference. We
were hitting the ball hard but right at
them. They were making very athletic
plays. We didn’t get the result we
wanted,” Szczech said.

The Blue Devils would face fourth-
seeded Union in the UCT semifinals
at Kean University this Saturday, May
12, at 3:30 p.m.
Cranford 003 000 0 3
Westfield 030 030 x 6

permit just one more hit and one walk
the rest of the way. Hobson, who
finished with five strikeouts, retired
10 straight batters before Panther
Gabrielle Scott reached safely on an
error in the fifth inning.

“She made some adjustments and
shut them down the rest of the game.
She pitched a heck of a game,” Coach
MacDonald said.

“I think I did pretty good overall.
The first inning wasn’t my best but I
pulled through at the end. She [catcher
Erica Lawrence] called all the pitches

for me. I like working with her. She’s
really good and she knows what
pitches to call at the right time,”
Hobson said.

“Their pitcher walked the leadoff
batter a few times today and we just
couldn’t find a way to capitalize.
That’s a credit to her. When she got
runners on, she got mean. That’s ex-
actly what her job is and she did a
really good job of that,” Coach
MacDonald said.

“We faced her before at the begin-
ning of the season and they beat us.
She’s really good. We played a good
game. We fought against them,”
Hobson said.

Hobson also pitched six innings
and had a home run in the win over the
Governor Livingston Highlanders.

“I was really excited that we beat
them. It was a huge win because they

always beat us in a county finals,”
Hobson said.

Hummel yielded a leadoff single to
Bridget Hyland (2-for-3) in the top of
the first inning but got the next three
Blue Devils to ground out, stranding
Hyland at third base. In the Panther
first, Hailey Ortega was hit-by-a-pitch
and Sarah Lippin drew a walk.
Hummel then helped her own cause
by hopping an RBI single past second
then Marissa Gilic bounced an RBI
single up the middle.

Blue Devil Jordan Sacher drew a

leadoff walk in the third inning but
was left stranded at third. Then in the
fourth inning, Hobson smacked a one-
out double to deep center but her
pinch runner Caroline Dwyer was
stranded at third.

The biggest Blue Devil threat and
most interesting came in the sixth
inning. Gen Howell drew a leadoff
walk then after Julia Romano
launched a long out to deep left,
Hobson blasted a very high shot to-
ward the right-centerfield fence that
fell just short for her second double.

As to her hitting, Hobson said, “Be-
fore the game, me and my dad hit at a
local park [Memorial] and I think that
really works for me because it helps me
focus and got me ready for the game.”

Ally Gulla popped out to the catcher

and Natalie Patterson drilled a very
low liner that the shortstop caught near
the dirt. No call was made by any of the
three umpires so shortstop Angelina
Chacon fired to first but the first
baseman was walking towards the
dugout. Both Blue Devils scored but
after a conference the ruling was “Out”.

“The only reason I made a deal of
it was that nobody made a call, so we
just kept running the bases. But the
umpires did exactly what they were
supposed to do. They got together,
they talked about it, they were pretty
emphatic about it,” Coach
MacDonald said.

Down to their last chance, Hyland
blooped a two-out single over third
but Hummel got the final batter to
ground out.
Westfield 000 000 0 0
Roselle Park 200 000 x 2

DeMartino Gets 200th
Strikeout at Gettysburg

Westfield High School graduate
Brad DeMartino, a senior pitcher at
Gettysburg College, became just the
fifth player in the Bullets program
history to reach 200 career strikeouts
in a 15-6 victory over Messiah Col-
lege on May 2. DeMartino struck out
13 batters, walked no one and al-
lowed four hits in the game.

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEATING THE THROW...Blue Devil Bridget Hyland beats out an infield single in the first inning against the Panthers.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OUT AT THIRD BASE...Blue Devil third baseman Matt Manning gets the throw from catcher Jake Vall-Llobera and puts
the tag on Cougar Jake DeClerico in the fifth inning of the Union County Tournament quarterfinals.
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CLASSIFIEDS

ADMIN / HR SUPPORT

Our high-energy, beautiful office
has part-time opening for a posi-
tive and organized individual to
become part of our administrative
operations, specifically support-
ing Human Resources. This posi-
tion reports directly to the Office/
HR Manager, and would addition-
ally provide back-up to our Front
Desk operations.
Job responsibilities will include
posting job ads, organizing re-
sumes for active job openings,
setting up interviews, some light
phone screening, support of
onboarding activities, follow up
phone calls with candidates, and
clerical support for other HR func-
tions. In addition, this person will
be supporting front desk opera-
tions by answering phones, and
providing ad-hoc administrative
support to our busy team.
The ideal candidate will be great
at communicating (both verbal and
written), have strong organization
skills, and strong computer apti-
tude with a focus on MS Outlook,
Word and Excel (very important).
A collaborative attitude with a
sense of teamwork is a must!
Work schedule for this position is
Monday through Friday, 10:00 am
- 2:30 pm. This position will have
an hourly rate.

Please email resume to
Human Resources at

Suzanne@RedComLLC.com

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

10 Temp Fruit Farmworkers
needed 7/2/18 – 11/15/18.
Workers will perform various
duties associated with hand
harvesting apples according to
supervisor’s instructions. Workers
will have extensive periods of
sitting, standing, walking, pushing,
pulling, repetitive movement,
frequent stopping and lifting 75
lbs. Must have 3 months verifiable
experience pruning high density
fresh fruit apple trees & affirmative,
verifiable job references. May
random drug test at employer’s
expense. Guaranteed at least 3/4
of contract hours but hours will
vary according to weather and crop
conditions. Hours may exceed or
be less than 40 hours. Work tools,
supplies, equipment provided at
no cost. Housing provided for non-
commuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $12.83/hr,
applicable piece rate depending
on crop activity, or current
applicable AEWR. Raise/bonus at
employer discretion. EOE.
Worksite in Orleans Co. NY.
Applicants report/send a resume
to the nearest NJ Newark One
Stop Career Center office or call
908-412-7980 & ref job order
#NY1254630. A&J Kirby Farms
LLC- Albion, NY

LINDEN ESTATE SALE - PART1

22 W. Curtis Street
Fri 5/11 & Sat 5/12

10am to 3pm
Basement & Garden Tools,
Kitchenware, Desk, Chairs, Men’s
Clothes, Lamps, Frames, Old
Bottles, Bikes, Planters, Bird
Baths, & More! For Pics & Info:

DovetailsUSA.com

SCOTCH PLAINS ESTATE SALE

1908 Lake Avenue
Sun 5/13, 10am to 3pm

Dining Room Table & Chairs,
Server, Leather Sofa, Artwork &
Decorative Accessories, Baldwin
Piano, Beds, Dressers, Books,
Shelves, Plants, Clothes, Lamps,
Frames, Garden Tools & More!
For Pics & Info   DovetailsUSA.com

HOUSE CLEANING

Reliable Lady will Clean Homes,
Apartments & Offices. Have
Good References & Experience.
Own Transportation. Call Carmen
(908) 687-7967 or (908) 247-4506.

GARAGE WANTED

Looking to rent a garage in the
Westfield/Scotch Plains area for
car storage. Must have electricity
and be clean and dry. Rate
negotiable based on quality. Will
not be accessed daily, but must
be available without notice.

Please contact me at:
Spiderk@protonmail.com

VEGETABLE & FRUIT FARMWORKERS NEEDED
Western NY farm May through November guarantee 75% of contract 
hours. All tools provided at no cost. Housing provided for non-
commuting workers. Workers must be physically able to perform many 
strenuous tasks including hand harvesting apples and lifting 60 lbs. 
Transportation and subsistence reimbursed upon completion of 50% of 
contract. Pay  will be hourly. Guaranteed rate is $12.83 per hour. Eight 
seasonal positions available. Workers referred to this order must have 
a minimum of 3 months of verifiable experience in performing tasks 
posted in this Job Order. Interested parties contact: Orleans Center for 
Work Force Development, 458 West Ave., Albion, NY 14411 Job Order 
# NY1242455

HOME HEALTH AIDE

Certified Aide seeks position to
care for sick or elderly during the
night or days. Good References.
(973) 763-1438 or (201) 407-1903

WESTFIELD
Friday, April 27, a business located

on the 200 block of West South Av-
enue reported being the victim of a
shoplifting. The suspect concealed
store items on his person and then
exited the business without paying
for them. Upon police arrival, the
suspect was no longer on the scene
and was not located. The identity of
the suspect was unknown at the time
of the report. The total value of the
theft was reported to be $205.54.

Friday, April 27, Duquan Randolph,
33, of Plainfield was arrested at the
Warren County jail on multiple war-
rants. They included a Westfield
Municipal Court traffic warrant in the
amount of $1,500, along with two
Plainfield traffic warrants totaling
$500 and one Plainfield criminal
warrant in the amount of $500; three
South Plainfield traffic warrants to-
taling $1,717; a Bridgewater traffic
warrant in the amount of $189 and a
Union traffic warrant in the amount
of $500. Randolph was transported
to police headquarters, where he was
processed and held in lieu of bail.

Friday, April 27, a resident of the
200 block of Lenox Avenue reported
that his motor vehicle was damaged
through criminal mischief while it
was parked outside of his residence.
Between 9 p.m. and 9:57 p.m., one or
more unknown suspects appeared to
have thrown a rock through his rear
windshield.

Saturday, April 28, a resident of the
800 block of Grandview Avenue re-
ported that her residence had been bur-
glarized between 2 p.m. and midnight

that day. The point of entry was through
the front door. There was no suspect
information at the time of the report.

Saturday, April 28, a resident of the
400 block of Summit Avenue reported
being the victim of a theft. The resi-
dent stated that her diamond hoop
earrings were stolen from her resi-
dence between the dates of March 16
and April 27. The earrings are valued
at $3,000. Also stolen was the victim’s
safety deposit key. There was no sus-
pect information at the time of the
report.

Sunday, April 29, a business lo-
cated on the 200 block of South Av-
enue West reported being the victim
of a shoplifting. The suspect con-
cealed a store item on his person and
then exited the establishment with the
item. Upon police arrival, the suspect
was no longer on the scene and was
not located. The identity of the sus-
pect was unknown at the time of the
report. The total value of the theft was
reported to be $14.49.

Monday, April 30, Danielle D.
Ruffin, 28, of Elizabeth was arrested
on an outstanding criminal warrant
out of Westfield Municipal Court, in
the amount of $2,500, pursuant to a
prisoner pickup at the Newark Police
Department. Ruffin was transported
back to Westfield police headquar-
ters, where she was processed and
held in lieu of bail.

Tuesday, May 1, Michelle Wanzer,

34, of Plainfield turned herself in at
police headquarters on an outstanding
traffic warrant from Westfield Mu-
nicipal Court in the amount of $500.
She was processed and posted bail.

CRANFORD
Tuesday, May 1, Gerardo

Quaglietta, 44, of Springfield was
arrested and charged with possession
of hypodermic needles and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia after po-
lice stopped a 2008 Cadillac on North
Avenue East near John Street for an
inspection violation. He was pro-
cessed and provided with a municipal
court appearance date. Additionally,
he was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for no inspection sticker and
failure to have a valid driver’s license
in his possession.

Tuesday, May 1, Justine Mattioli,
32, of Keyport was arrested and
charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance, posses-
sion of prescription legend drugs,
possession of a hypodermic syringe
and possession of paraphernalia after
police stopped a 2002 Infiniti at the
intersection of Centennial Avenue and
Cranford Hall for failing to maintain
their lane. Following an investigation
at the scene, police arrested the driver,
Mattioli, for suspected prescription
legend drugs, heroin, crack-cocaine
and a hypodermic needle located in-
side the vehicle. She was processed
and released pending a state Superior
Court appearance date. Additionally,
she was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for careless driving and driv-
ing with a suspended license.

GARWOOD
Wednesday, April 25, Roche N.

Ladolf, 31, of Roselle and Joseph M.
Lopez, 29, of Garwood were arrested
and charged for possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance (CDS)
after a resident on Second Avenue
reported that there were two unwanted
individuals walking around her prop-
erty. Police responded and found Lopez
and Landolf in front of the caller’s
home. While interviewing the two men
Landolf was found to have outstand-
ing warrants from multiple jurisdic-
tions totaling $4,420. While placing
Landolf under arrest for the warrants it
was determined that the backpack that
Lopez was carrying was actually the
possession of Roche. A check of the
bag incident to arrest found multiple
small bundles of marijuana and six
prescription Xanax pills. Both indi-
viduals were placed under arrest and
transported to headquarters. Both in-
dividuals were issued several com-
plaints including possession of mari-
juana under 50 grams and possession
of prescription drugs without a lawful
prescription. Lopez was released pend-
ing his court date. Landolf was trans-
ported to Roselle Police Department
on the outstanding warrants.

Saturday, April 28, Gabriel Cruz,

43, of Garwood was arrested and
charged with driving under the influ-
ence (DUI) after police responded to
Cedar Street on a report of a motor-
vehicle crash. While investigating the
incident officers determined that the
operator of one of the vehicle was
impaired. Cruz was taken into cus-
tody and transported to headquarters,
where he submitted to a breath test
which resulted in a reading of 0.00
percent BAC. Further investigation
found the operator of the vehicle un-
der the influence of a narcotic analge-
sic. Cruz was issued several sum-
mons including driving under the in-
fluence of narcotics, careless driving,
driving with a suspended license and
unlicensed driver. Cruz was released
pending his appearance date in mu-
nicipal court.

Sunday, April 29, Victor A.
Fernandes, 27, of Cranford was ar-
rested and charged with DUI and
possession of a CDS after police re-
sponded to Fourth Avenue and Wal-
nut Street for a reported motor-ve-
hicle crash. On scene officers ob-
served a white Honda Civic, which
had struck a single-family home on
the corner. The officers on scene con-
ducted field sobriety tests of the op-
erator of the vehicle, Fernandes, and
determined that he was operating his
vehicle while impaired. Fernandes
was taken into custody and trans-
ported to headquarters where he sub-
mitted to a breath test, which resulted
in a reading of 0.00 percent BAC.
Further investigation found the op-
erator of the vehicle under the influ-
ence of marijuana and prescription
medication. Fernandes was issued
several summons including, driving
under the influence of narcotics, care-
less driving, possession of marijuana
under 50 grams, and possession of
prescription narcotics without a pre-
scription. Fernandes was released
pending his date in municipal court.

Sunday, April 29, Josue Rivera, 26,
of Jamaica, N.Y. and Nauan Smith,
21, of Brooklyn, N.Y. were arrested
and charged with counterfeit currency
after the manager of CVS on North
Avenue reported a person in his store
was attempting to make a purchase
with a counterfeit U.S. $100 bill.
When officers arrived on scene they
were directed by the manager to a
white Nissan Altima, which the sus-
pect was observed entering. Officers
approached the vehicle and found it
occupied by Rivera and Smith. Dur-
ing the investigation the officers found
counterfeit U.S. bills in the vehicle
totaling $1,410 as well as a small bag
of marijuana on Rivera. A further
search of the vehicle found recently
purchased merchandise from multiple
locations believed to be purchased
with counterfeit U.S. currency. Rivera
and Smith were arrested and trans-
ported to headquarters where they
were processed and issued multiple
complaints including counterfeiting,
forgery, and possession of marijuana
under 50 grams. Both were released
pending a court date.

More Letters to the Editor
Politicians Making Irrational

And Unsubstantiated Statements
This is – for me – a short letter

about what I see as a total lack of
rationality and reasonableness on two
Garwood issues.

The first is Michael Ince’s rhetoric
on the Lombardo-Guerrero-Kearney
campaign promise to undertake a
management study of our “beloved
Department of Public Works (DPW)”
in order to determine and implement
any possible cost efficiency (tax) sav-
ings available. Before it is even un-
dertaken, Mr. Ince is making totally
irrational and unsubstantiated state-
ments about laying off staff and priva-
tizing garbage pick-up. On what ba-
sis does he make up such statements?
It must be a beautiful thing to know
the results of studies before they are
even undertaken.

Every Garwood citizen knows the
worth and value of our DPW. They
complete an incredible amount of
work, day in and day out, in all sea-
sons. I am proud to say that I know
most of the workers personally as
friends. As anybody not new to
Garwood decision making knows, our
DPW is subject to continual change.
We have a shared services agreement
with Fanwood for the superintendent
position amongst other things. Most
of the current force has, or will be,
retiring within a five-year window
and indeed this may be the time to
enhance the workforce with workers
who have additional specialized skills
(if that is possible) so we do not have
to hire outside contractors to perform
work, thereby saving money. I know
that our DPW workers have always
been much more than workers who
pick up our trash; they have always
undertaken more. It is unfortunate
how much of their time is spent pick-
ing up garbage, while their other skills
have been restrained. Our new ath-
letic field requires maintenance which
has not previously been part of DPW
responsibilities; our newly restored
Hartmann Park must also be main-
tained on a regular basis. Now is the
time for a responsible governing body
to undertake an efficiency study to
obtain expert recommendations on
proper staffing, workloads, equipment
purchases, garbage reduction mea-
sures, increased recycling and poten-
tial borough income, facility needs,
and other concerns. To dismiss a study
and fabricate doomsday results be-
fore one is even undertaken shows
irresponsible management.

The second issue is the sudden and
unsubstantiated concerns about air
quality from work currently being
undertaken, as well as future work, at

the Russo 1 (South Avenue) site. The
extent of the existing hidden on-site
contamination, that we citizens have
been living with as part of our daily
lives for many years, was well docu-
mented at the public meetings and
Planning Board hearings. It is the
responsibility of the developer, the
Environmental Protection Agency and
the Department of Environmental
Protection to ensure the cleanup is
conducted in the correct manner with
all public health and safety precau-
tions taken. The Planning Board and
the Redevelopment Plan adopted by
Council required this, and the
Cranford Building Division ensures
that all required agency permits are
obtained. According to the EPA
website, so far, the developer has
indeed obtained all necessary per-
mits and is proceeding as required to
remove asbestos. The developer is
required to request future permits to
proceed with future ‘hand-pick’ demo-
lition. Meetings will be scheduled to
explain these steps to the public.

I know it is both our right and duty
as citizens to raise questions about
our government, but at some point, a
person – even a long time tree hugger
like me – has to accept that a devel-
oper is acting in accordance with prop-
erly issued state and federal permits
on behalf of our public health and
safety.

Campaigns take place in what some
call ‘the silly season’, but I urge ev-
eryone to at least try to maintain some
sense of rational thought as we make
our way through it.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 2nd day of
May, 2018 the Planning Board of the Town-
ship of Cranford, in the County of Union
took the following action:

1. Application # PBA-17-00013:
Adopted a Resolution of Memorialization
granting approval to Wells Fargo Bank,
NA, for minor site plan approval to remove
existing pneumatic tube system within one
lane of drive-thru and replace with new
ATM machine.  Also requesting to remove
and replace existing concrete island in
drive-thru area on Block 187 Lot 17 as
designated on the Township Tax Map,
also known as 107 Miln Street in the D-B
Zone.

Donna Pedde
Board Secretary

1 T - 5/10/18, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The School Business Administrator/
Board Secretary of the Westfield Board of
Education, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, by authority of said Board,
solicits sealed bids for pupil transporta-
tion. Bids to be received at the Business
Office of the Westfield Board of Education,
located at 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090, up to 2:00 pm on Thursday,
May 24, 2018.

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION
SERVICES

IN-DISTRICT EXTENDED
SCHOOL YEAR ROUTES

2018 Extended School Year

Specifications and full information may
be obtained upon application at the Busi-
ness Office of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation, located at 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090.

All bids must be submitted on a bid form
which will be furnished upon application at
the Office of the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion. Bids which are  not submitted on such
form may be rejected.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, c.127 (N.J.A.C.
17:27). Affirmative Action.

The Board of Education reserves the
right to reject any or all bids.

By order of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation.

Dana Sullivan
School Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 5/10/18, The Leader Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2213

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF
CURBING AND CONSTRUC-
TION OF NEW CURBING ON
WALNUT STREET AND THE
APPROPRIATION OF MON-
IES NECESSARY THEREFOR

BE IT ORDAINED by Town of Westfield
in the County of Union as follows:

SECTION I.  That the following street be
improved in the following manner:

1. Walnut Street – Elm Street to Moun-
tain Avenue

Improvements:
a. Construct new granite block curb or

replace the existing curbing with new gran-
ite block curbing, as applicable.

b. Reconstruct roadway.
c. Install storm drainage facilities.
d. Repair sidewalks and driveways dam-

aged as a result of the curbing installation
work.

e. All work necessary and incidental
thereto.

SECTION II.  That all the said improve-
ments shall be made and completed under
the supervision of the Town Engineer and
in accordance with preliminary plans and
specifications, which are now on file in the
office of the Town Engineer and are hereby
made a part of this ordinance.

SECTION III.  That one hundred percent
(100%) of the final cost of the curb for the
above referenced street as certified by the
Chief Financial Officer shall be assessed
by the Tax Assessor on lands specially
benefited by the improvement.

SECTION IV. It is hereby determined
and declared that the number of annual
installations in which the special assess-
ment to be levied on account of the said
improvements may be paid is five (5).

SECTION V. It is hereby determined
and declared that the estimated amount of
money to be raised from all sources to said
purpose is $200,000.00, and that the esti-
mated amount of bonds or notes neces-
sary to be issued for said purpose is
$180,000.00.  There is hereby appropri-
ated for said purpose the sum of $20,000.00
from Capital Improvement Funds avail-
able for said purpose.

SECTION VI.  To finance said purposes,
bonds of said Town of an aggregate prin-
cipal amount not exceeding $180,000.00
are hereby authorized to be issued pursu-
ant to the Local Bond Law (as hereinafter
defined).  Said bonds shall bear interest at
a rate per annum as may be hereafter
determined within the limitations prescribed
by law. All matters with respect to said
bonds not determined by this ordinance
shall be determined by resolutions to be
hereafter adopted.

SECTION VII.  To finance such purpose
there shall be issued pursuant to Chapter
2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statues, as
amended (the “Local Bond Law”), in antici-
pation of the issuance of bonds, Bond
Anticipation Notes of said Town not to
exceed the aggregate principal amount
the sum of $180,000.00.  Said notes shall
bear interest at a rate per annum as may
hereafter be determined within the limita-
tions prescribed by said law and may be
renewed from time to time pursuant to, and
within, the limitations prescribed by said
law.  All matters with respect to said notes
not determined by this ordinance shall be
determined by resolution of the Town to be

hereafter adopted.
SECTION VIII.  Not more than $1,000.00

of the sum to be raised by the issuance of
said notes may be used to finance interest
on obligation issued to finance such pur-
pose, whether temporary or permanent, or
to finance legal expenses or to finance the
cost of the issuance of such obligations as
provided in Section 20 of the Local Bond
Law.

SECTION IX.  It is hereby determined
and declared that the period of usefulness
for the financing of which said obligations
are to be issued is a period of ten (10)
years from the date of said bonds.

SECTION X.  It is hereby determined and
declared that the Supplemental Debt State-
ment required by law has been duly made
and filed in the office of the Town Clerk of
said Town and that such statement so filed
shows that the gross debt of the Town as
defined in Section 43 of the Local Bond Law
is increased by this ordinance by
$180,000.00, and that the bonds autho-
rized by this ordinance shall be within any
debt limitations prescribed by said law.

SECTION XI. Any funds received from
the County of Union, the State of New
Jersey or any of their agencies or any
funds received from the United States of
America or any of its agencies in aid of
such purposes, shall be applied to the
payment of the cost of such purposes, or if
bond anticipation notes have been issued,
to the payment of the bond anticipation
notes, and the amount of bonds autho-
rized for such purposes shall be reduced
accordingly.

SECTION XII.  The Town intends to
issue bonds or notes to finance the cost of
the improvements described in Section I of
this bond ordinance.  If the Town incurs
such costs prior to the issuance of the
bonds or notes, the Town herby states its
reasonable expectation to reimburse itself
for such expenditures with the proceeds of
such bonds or notes in the maximum prin-
cipal amount of bonds or notes authorized
by this bond ordinance.

SECTION XIII.  The full faith and credit
of the Town are hereby pledge to the
punctual payment of the principal of the
interest on the obligations authorized by
this ordinance.  Said obligations shall be
direct, unlimited and general obligations of
the Town, and the Town shall levy ad
valorem taxes upon all the taxable real
property within the Town for the payment
of the principal of and interest on such
bonds and notes, without limitation as to
rate or amount.

SECTION XIV.  The capital budget is
hereby amended to conform with the pro-
visions of this ordinance to the extent of
any inconsistency therewith and the reso-
lutions promulgated by the Local Finance
Board showing full detail of the amended
capital budget and capital program as ap-
proved by the Director, Division of Local
Government Services, is on file with the
Town Clerk and is available for public
inspection.

SECTION XV.  This ordinance shall take
effect twenty (20) days after first publica-
tion thereof after final passage.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
May 8, 2018.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 5/10/18, the Leader Fee: $138.72

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Take Notice that an application for a
flood hazard area Verification and Gen-
eral Permit #6 will be submitted to the
State of New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, Division of Land Use
Regulation for the development described
below:

APPLICANT: The ARC of Union County
PRJOJECT NAME:

The ARC of Union County Property
PROJECT STREET ADDRESS:

Myrtle Avenue, BLOCK: 4007, LOT: 13
MUNICIPALITY: Westfield
COUNTY: Union

A complete permit application package
can be reviewed at either the municipal
clerk’s office or by appointment at the
Department’s Trenton Office. The Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection wel-
comes comments and information that you
may provide concerning the proposed
development and site. Please submit your
comments within 15 calendar days of the
date of this letter to:

New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection
Division of Land Use Regulation
PO Box 420, Code 501-02A
Trenton, NJ 08625
Attn: Westfield Supervisor

1 T - 5/10/18, The Leader Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 2nd day of
May, 2018 the Planning Board of the Town-
ship of Cranford, in the County of Union
took the following action:

Application PBA-18-00001: Granted
approval to Verizon, New Jersey for
amended preliminary and final site plan
approval, a C(2) variance for parking and
a design waiver (§255-44 Schedule 1) on
Block 293 Lot 1 as designated on the
Township Tax Map, also known as 1100
Orange Avenue in the O-1 Zone.

Donna Pedde
Board Secretary

1 T - 5/10/18, The Leader Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
INVITATION FOR

PRE-QUALIFICATION
duCret School of Art

Restoration of the Front Entrance Porch
of the George A. Strong Residence

1030 Central Avenue
Plainfield, New Jersey

Historic Restoration General Contrac-
tors are hereby invited to pre-qualify for the
above project.  A pre-qualification ques-
tionnaire will be mailed to interested par-
ties. Deadline for receipt of completed
questionnaires will be May 18, 2018, no
later than 4:00 P.M.  Direct all inquiries and
request for questionnaires to the architect,
Connolly & Hickey Historical Architects,
LLC; 973-746-4911, ext. 105.  Only pre-
qualified contractors will be allowed to bid
on the above project.
1 T - 5/10/18, The Leader Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Take Notice that an application for a
flood hazard area Verification and Gen-
eral Permit #6 will be submitted to the
State of New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, Division of Land Use
Regulation for the development described
below:

APPLICANT: The ARC of Union County
PRJOJECT NAME:

The ARC of Union County Property
PROJECT STREET ADDRESS:
Grandview Avenue, BLOCK: 4006, LOT: 1
MUNICIPALITY: Westfield
COUNTY: Union

A complete permit application package
can be reviewed at either the municipal
clerk’s office or by appointment at the
Department’s Trenton Office. The Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection wel-
comes comments and information that you
may provide concerning the proposed
development and site. Please submit your
comments within 15 calendar days of the
date of this letter to:

New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection
Division of Land Use Regulation
PO Box 420, Code 501-02A
Trenton, NJ 08625
Attn: Westfield Supervisor

1 T - 5/10/18, The Leader Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment meeting of the
Township of Scotch Plains held on May 3,
2018, the Board memorialized the follow-
ing Resolution:

Eduardo Claudio, 192 Mountainview
Avenue, Block 3801, Lot 5, was approved
for the extension of a previously issued
temporary operating permit to continue to
park one automobile with a limousine plate
overnight in the driveway of this property.

A copy of said Resolution has been filed
in the office of the Board and/or the office
of the municipal clerk and is available for
public inspection.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 5/10/18, The Times Fee: $19.38

FURNITURE FOR SALE

9 Piece
Jacobean Antique Carved

Dining Room Set
(908) 654-3283
Leave Message

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.

Call (908) 654-6091

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

“Great work, Free estimates”
References Available.

If you need a  hardworking
person with great experience to
clean your house or apartment

Call Agnes (908) 787-3003

POLISH CLEANING LADY
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Future Rising Live at The Crossroads,
Thursday, May 24, at 8 p.m.

HTS Drama Club Performs
And we’re back! May 11-12

The Holy Trinity Drama Club cast of …And we’re back!

Nestled between the Town of
Westfield and Township of Cranford
is the Borough of Garwood, N.J. But
on Thursday, May 24, at 8 p.m., when
four brilliant, ascending musicians
perform jazz and contemporary music
at Crossroads (78 North Avenue),
Garwood will come alive.

Drummer Jarrett Walser, vocalist
Lauren Scales, bassist Caylen Bryant,
and pianist Gil Scott Chapman — col-
lectively known as Future Rising —
are all in their twenties, but the com-
bined years of their education and
experience is almost a century as their
musical journeys began when they were
mere toddlers.

Promoter Gil Chapman (the pianist’s
father) is a retired auto dealer, but
music is his lifelong passion. “Jarrett
Walser has a nice touch,” he enthuses.
“He doesn’t beat the drums. He plays
them,” coaxing the cool breeze of lyri-
cism from percussive heat. “That’s
how you know the Rutgers graduate
ranks in the same constellation as the
great Max Roach.”

When Ms. Scales delivers a Nancy
Wilson favorite, “I’m Afraid the Mas-
querade Is Over,” with signature,
breathtaking range, Nancy devotees
can relax knowing that someone can
now carry her mantle. Ms. Scales’
maturity beyond her twenty-six years
is born of a lifetime watching her par-
ents, famed duo Charles and Gwen
Scales, perform in the Detroit area.
The University of Michigan Jazz Stud-

ies standout placed second runner-up
in the 2016 Sarah Vaughan Interna-
tional Jazz Vocal Competition and is
now studying composition at New York
University.

Mentoring is a recurrent theme in the
stories of these young artists. It’s hard to
imagine Ms. Bryant achieving such
virtuosity on the bass, or on the de-
manding cello that she also plays, with-
out the guidance of her doting but dis-
ciplinarian dad, saxophonist
extraordinaire Lance Bryant, the group’s
music director. George Frideric Handel,
John Coltrane and Stevie Wonder cross
classical, jazz and pop lines to inform
Ms. Bryant’s sound, where the com-
mon denominator is feeling. And the
feeling this Oberlin alumna plucks from
the bass will move you.

It seems Crossroads is a fitting name
for this venue as well as the direction
of these musicians’ lives. Honored
with playing “Rhapsody in Blue” on
the restored Gershwin piano presented
to the University of Michigan, Gil
Scott Chapman feels a great affinity
with Gershwin. From Chopin, to Scott
Joplin and beyond, a rich music heri-
tage has shaped his peerless training
at Interlochen, Berklee, and Michi-
gan, where he earned a master’s de-
gree in Music. A proteäge of the famed
jazz pianist and composer Geri Allen,
Mr. Chapman invokes her training
and spirit with each note, then, as Ms.
Allen would insist, proceeds to play
his own tune — audacious, unique
and rare.

And so, on Thursday, May 24,
Garwood will take center stage. And at
8 p.m. that night, Crossroads will step
into the light and invite you to bear
witness to the Future Rising. (Future
Rising at Crossroads, 78 North Av-
enue, Garwood, N.J. 07027, (908) 232-
5666; Thursday, May 24, 2018, doors
open at 5 p.m., show time is 8 p.m.,
$15 admission fee, purchase tickets at
the door or online at Ticketfly.com.)

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

The “most messed up town in
America” soon will provide comic
relief on Holy Trinity School’s stage.
The Drama Club’s spring play —
…And We’re Back! — will be per-
formed Friday, May 11, and Satur-
day, May 12, at 7:30 p.m.

This hilarious comedy takes the
audience on a tour of a very strange
place – where being a nice guy is
prohibited by law, candidates for el-
ementary school president debate over
tater tots, and whacky superheroes.
Mayhem breaks loose when the local
access news show covers everything
and anything to up its ratings.

The show will be performed under
the direction of Paul O’Connor and
Molly Bonner, assistant director.

For more information, contact
Shelley O’Neill at
shelleyon3@comcast.net.

The play is at Holy Trinity School
at 336 First Street, Westfield, on Fri-
day, May 11, and Saturday, May 12,
at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $10 and can
be purchased at
Htsdramaclub.eventbrite.com or at
the door.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

NJFO to Present Season
Finale Celebration May 19

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, May
19, the New Jersey Festival Orches-
tra (NJFO), under the baton of David
Wroe, presents a magnificent 35th
anniversary season finale celebration
of music linked in some way to En-
gland and its great city of London.

The concert opens with Sir Edward
Elgar’s exhilarating Introduction and
Allegro for Strings, a work composed
in 1905 to enable the string section of
the then recently formed London Sym-
phony Orchestra to show off their
virtuosic skills.

Second on the agenda is one of the
English composer Ralph Vaughan
Williams' The Lark Ascending, an
enduringly popular work that epito-
mizes the rolling green hills and mead-
ows of the English countryside. The
solo violin's magical evocation of the
skylark's flight as it soars above deli-
cate orchestral textures will be pre-
sented by NJFO concertmaster Anton
Miller.

Anton Miller has been NJFO Con-
certmaster for over 20 years. One of
an esteemed line of "Dorothy DeLay
protégées," which includes Joshua
Bell, Sarah Chang and many more,
Mr. Miller has appeared throughout
the United States and abroad as a
soloist, chamber musician, recitalist,
and pedagogue.

The NJFO season finale concludes

with Haydn’s joyous Symphony No.
104. Haydn, London's greatest adopted
musical son, spent his final years in
London where he produced much of
his greatest symphonic output. The
'London Symphonies' are those com-
missioned for London musical extrava-
ganzas, and each one grows progres-
sively grand, culminating with No.
104.  This high-spirited work, known
as “London” will demonstrate the exu-
berance of the New Jersey Festival
Orchestra and bring the NJFO season
to a rousing conclusion.

“I think this sparkling concert will
be the dramatic high point of the
NJFO season,” remarked NJFO Mu-
sic Director David Wroe. “The out-
standing music will leave you up-
lifted and energized. I can hardly
imagine a better way to round off
what has been a wonderful 35th anni-
versary season.”

In London Town takes places on
Saturday, May 19 at 7 p.m. at the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield with
a free pre-concert lecture by Michael
Rosin at 6 p.m., and on Sunday, May
20 at 3 p.m. at The Concert Hall,
Drew University in Madison.

Tickets for both concerts ($28-$76,
students U18 $15) are available online
at on www.njfestivalorchestra.org.
Tickets may also be purchased by
calling the box office (908) 232-9400.

WHS Bands Present Annual
Jazz Under the Stars

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School (WHS) Bands, in collabora-
tion with Edison Intermediate School
and Roosevelt Intermediate School,
will present their seventh annual Jazz
Under the Stars on Saturday, May 12,
beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the court-
yard of Westfield High School. This
event is open to the entire community
and will feature performances by the
Westfield High School Choraleers as
well as seven jazz bands from Edison
Intermediate School, Roosevelt In-
termediate School, and Westfield
High School.

The program for the evening will
appeal to listeners of all ages and
consists of classic jazz standards as

well as newer charts by modern jazz
composers . A casual jazz club atmo-
sphere will be set in the WHS Court-
yard for this special evening, com-
plete with individual seating closer to
the stage and tables for socializing in
groups.  Appetizers, desserts, soft
drinks, and coffee will be served.

Westfield High School is located at
550 Dorian Road in Westfield. There
is ample parking behind the school,
with doors from the parking lot lead-
ing directly to the courtyard. Tickets
are  $7 at the door.

If rain is in the forecast, the event
will be held at the same time and
place, but indoors in the WHS Caf-
eteria B.

Celebrate Mother’s Day with
NJFO Friends Home Tour

WESTFIELD – The Friends of NJ
Festival Orchestra have completed
their plans for A Tour of Notable
Homes to be held on Saturday, May
12. According to event co-chair
Michelle Pierce, this annual
fundraiser helps to finance the
orchestra’s extensive community out-
reach program. This year, thanks to
the owners of some interesting homes,
we are able to present  “something for
everyone” and suggest that moms of
all ages might enjoy the gift of tickets
as an enhancement to their Mother’s
Day Weekend.

“This year we present a stylish med-
ley of four Westfield residences -- each
with a different history, some with note-
worthy renovations, all in different
genres with plenty of appeal,” states
Nicole Dossin, co-chair of the event.

Moms whose tastes run to the femi-
nine will enjoy the ravishing interior

decorator details in a reimagined home
in a popular neighborhood close to
town. Gardeners will be astounded by
what a local artist and environmentalist
has achieved in an effort to attract mi-
grating songbirds, butterflies and other
wildlife to her home. Moms who enjoy
cooking are sure to fall in love with the
large, all-new and fully equipped kitchen
nestled in a recently built in home-
owner-designed Southern-style.

The tour also presents live music
provided by gifted musicians from the
Junior Musical club in Westfield. A
luxury basket raffle, door prizes and
local vendor tastings will further
complement the event according to or-
ganizers.

Tickets for the 2018 Tour of Notable
Homes are $40 in advance, $45 on tour
day. Purchase tickets online at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. For more
information call (908) 232-9400.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2215

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
following proposed ordinance was intro-
duced and passed on first reading at a
meeting of the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, held on the 8th day of May,
2018, and that said ordinance will be taken
up for further consideration for final pas-
sage at the meeting of said Town Council
to be held at the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey,
on the 22nd day of May, 2018, at 8:00
P.M., or as soon thereafter as said matter
can be reached, at which time and place all
persons who may be interested therein will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning the same.

A copy of this ordinance has been posted
on the Bulletin Board upon which public
notices are customarily posted in the Mu-
nicipal Building of the Town, and a copy is
available up to and including the time of
such meeting to the members of the gen-
eral public of the Town who shall request
such copies, at the office of the Clerk in
said Municipal Building in Westfield, New
Jersey.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

Town of Westfield
County of Union

State of New Jersey

CAPITAL ORDINANCE OF
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
IN THE COUNTY OF UNION,
NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING
THE ACQUISITION OF VARI-
OUS VEHICLES, EQUIPMENT
AND MACHINERY FOR THE
USE OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF PUBLIC WORKS IN, BY
AND FOR THE TOWN, AP-
PROPRIATING THEREFOR
THE SUM OF $1,550,000 AND
PROVIDING THAT SUCH SUM
SO APPROPRIATED SHALL
BE RAISED FROM THE CAPI-
TAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
OF THE TOWN.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield, in the County of
Union, New Jersey, as follows:

Section 1. The Town of Westfield, in the
County of Union, New Jersey (the “Town”)
is hereby authorized to acquire new addi-
tional or replacement equipment and ma-
chinery and new automotive vehicles, in-
cluding original apparatus and equipment,
for the use of the Department of Public
Works, including, but not limited to, (i)
dump trucks, (ii) street sweepers, (iii) a
bucket truck, (iv) utility vehicles and (v)
paving equipment.  Said improvements
shall include all work, materials and appur-
tenances necessary and suitable therefor.

Section 2. The sum of $1,550,000 is
hereby appropriated to the payment of the
cost of the improvements authorized and
described in Section 1 hereof (hereinafter
referred to as “purpose”).  Said appropria-
tion shall be raised from the Capital Im-
provement Fund of the Town.  The sum of
$1,550,000 is hereby appropriated from
the Capital Improvement Fund of the Town
to the payment of the cost of said purpose.

Section 3. Said improvements are law-
ful capital improvements of the Town hav-
ing a period of usefulness of at least five (5)
years.  Said improvements shall be made
as general improvements, no part of the
cost of which shall be assessed against
property specially benefitted.

Section 4. The capital budget is hereby
amended to conform with the provisions of
this capital ordinance to the extent of any
inconsistency therewith and the resolu-
tions promulgated by the Local Finance
Board showing full detail of the amended
capital budget and capital program as ap-
proved by the Director, Division of Local
Government Services, is on file with the
Town Clerk and is available for public
inspection.

Section 5. This ordinance shall take
effect at the time and in the manner pro-
vided by law.
1 T - 5/10/18, The Leader Fee: $83.64

Contagious Drama Presents
One Bar Closer at McKinley

Poetry Reading to Feature
Mazziotti Gillan, Romond

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2214

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF
SIDEWALK AND CONSTRUC-
TION OF NEW SIDEWALK AT
VARIOUS LOCATIONS IN
THE TOWN AND THE APPRO-
PRIATION OF MONIES NEC-
ESSARY THEREFOR

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town of
Westfield in the County of Union as fol-
lows:

SECTION I. That the Town of Westfield
will be replacing existing sidewalk with
new sidewalk and constructing new side-
walk where none exists at various loca-
tions and all work necessary and inciden-
tal thereto.

SECTION II. That all of the said im-
provements shall be made and completed
under the supervision of the Town Engi-
neer and in accordance with preliminary
plans and specifications on file in the office
of the Town Engineer and are hereby
made a part of this ordinance.

SECTION III. That one hundred (100%)
percent of the final cost of the project as
certified by the Chief Financial Officer shall
be assessed by the Tax Assessor on lands
specially benefited by the improvement.

SECTION IV. It is hereby determined
and declared that the number of annual
installations in which the special assess-
ment to be levied on account of the said
improvements may be paid is three (3).

SECTION V. It is hereby determined
and declared that the estimated amount of
money to be raised from all sources to said
purpose is $85,000.00, and that the esti-
mated amount of bonds or notes neces-
sary to be issued for said purpose is
$76,000.00. There is hereby appropriated
for said purpose the sum of $9,000.00
from Capital Improvement Funds avail-
able for said purpose.

SECTION VI. To finance said purposes,
bonds of said Town of an aggregate prin-
cipal amount not exceeding $76,000.00
are hereby authorized to be issued pursu-
ant to the Local Bond Law (as hereinafter
defined).  Said bonds shall bear interest at
a rate per annum as may be hereafter
determined within the limitations prescribed
by law. All matters with respect to said
bonds not determined by this ordinance
shall be determined by resolutions to be
hereafter adopted.

SECTION VII. To finance such purpose
there shall be issued pursuant to Chapter
2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statues, as
amended (the “Local Bond Law”), in antici-
pation of the issuance of bonds, Bond
Anticipation Notes of said Town not to
exceed the aggregate principal amount
the sum of $76,000.00. Said notes shall
bear interest at a rate per annum as may
hereafter be determined within the limita-
tions prescribed by said law and may be
renewed from time to time pursuant to, and
within, the limitations prescribed by said
law. All matters with respect to said notes
not determined by this ordinance shall be
determined by resolution of the Town to be
hereafter adopted.

SECTION VIII. Not more than $1,000.00
of the sum to be raised by the issuance of
said notes may be used to finance interest

on obligation issued to finance such pur-
pose, whether temporary or permanent, or
to finance legal expenses or to finance the
cost of the issuance of such obligations as
provided in Section 20 of the Local Bond
Law.

SECTION IX. It is hereby determined
and declared that the period of usefulness
for the financing of which said obligations
are to be issued is a period of ten (10)
years from the date of said bonds.

SECTION X. It is hereby determined and
declared that the Supplemental Debt State-
ment required by law has been duly made
and filed in the office of the Town Clerk of
said Town and that such statement so filed
shows that the gross debt of the Town as
defined in Section 43 of the Local Bond Law
is increased by this ordinance by
$76,000.00, and that the bonds authorized
by this ordinance shall be within any debt
limitations prescribed by said law.

SECTION XI. Any funds received from
the County of Union, the State of New
Jersey or any of their agencies or any
funds received from the United States of
America or any of its agencies in aid of
such purposes, shall be applied to the
payment of the cost of such purposes, or if
bond anticipation notes have been issued,
to the payment of the bond anticipation
notes, and the amount of bonds autho-
rized for such purposes shall be reduced
accordingly.

SECTION XII. The Town intends to is-
sue bonds or notes to finance the cost of
the improvements described in Section I of
this bond ordinance. If the Town incurs
such costs prior to the issuance of the
bonds or notes, the Town herby states its
reasonable expectation to reimburse itself
for such expenditures with the proceeds of
such bonds or notes in the maximum prin-
cipal amount of bonds or notes authorized
by this bond ordinance.

SECTION XIII. The full faith and credit of
the Town are hereby pledge to the punc-
tual payment of the principal of the interest
on the obligations authorized by this ordi-
nance.  Said obligations shall be direct,
unlimited and general obligations of the
Town, and the Town shall levy ad valorem
taxes upon all the taxable real property
within the Town for the payment of the
principal of and interest on such bonds and
notes, without limitation as to rate or
amount.

SECTION XIV.  The capital budget is
hereby amended to conform with the pro-
visions of this ordinance to the extent of
any inconsistency therewith and the reso-
lutions promulgated by the Local Finance
Board showing full detail of the amended
capital budget and capital program as ap-
proved by the Director, Division of Local
Government Services, is on file with the
Town Clerk and is available for public
inspection.

SECTION XV.  This ordinance shall take
effect twenty (20) days after first publica-
tion thereof after final passage.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
May 8, 2018.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 5/10/18, The Leader Fee: $132.60

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESFIELD

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

The Westfield Historic Preservation Com-
mission, Westfield New Jersey will meet
on Monday, May 21, 2018 at 7:30pm in
Council Chambers in the Municipal Build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey to hear and decide upon the follow-
ing application for a Certificate of Appropri-
ateness. Formal action may be taken.

Richard and Barbara Bagger, 249
Kimball Avenue, Block 1101, Lot 13.
Applicant is seeking to replace the existing
2 car garage with a new 2 car garage to an
existing residence within the designated
Kimball Avenue Historic District.

This project, located in the same general
location as the existing garage, is pro-
posed in the North West corner of the rear
yard. Pending approval from the Historical
Preservation Commission the proposed
project will seek relief form the existing
zoning ordinance of the Town of Westfield
for; maximum impervious coverage, ac-
cessory building side yard setback, and
accessory building height.

The plans and application are on file with
the Town Clerk, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey and may be viewed
by the public Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
1 T - 5/10/18, The Leader Fee: $28.56

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 18-11

AN ORDINANCE OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
REPEALING ARTICLE V
(PROPERTY MAINTENANCE)
IN CHAPTER 67 (BUILDINGS
AND STRUCTURES) OF THE
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD, AND ENACTING
A NEW ARTICLE V (PROP-
ERTY MAINTENANCE) IN
CHAPTER 67 (BUILDINGS
AND STRUCTURES) BY
ADOPTING, WITH CERTAIN
REVISIONS, THE 2015 EDI-
TION OF THE INTERNA-
TIONAL PROPERTY MAINTE-
NANCE CODE, REGULATING
AND GOVERNING THE CON-
DITIONS AND MAINTE-
NANCE OF ALL PROPERTY,
BUILDINGS AND STRUC-
TURES.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
18-11, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, MAY 8, 2018

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 5/10/18, The Leader Fee: $31.62

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR BIDS

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education (hereinafter
referred to as the “Board”) in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-4.5 at the Board
offices located at 512 Cedar Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076, from interested
vendors for Athletic Reconditioning
(herein referred to as the “Vendor”) in
accordance with the Bid Requests pre-
pared by the Board.

A copy of the Bid Requests may be
inspected and picked up at the Board
offices between the hours of 8:30AM and
4:00PM, except Saturdays, Sundays and
holidays. Further information may be ob-
tained by calling Mrs. Deborah S. Saridaki,
School Business Administrator/Board Sec-
retary at (908) 232-6161 ext. 4013.  Bid
Requests may also be e-mailed to inter-
ested providers upon request.

All vendors submitting bids must use
and complete all forms in the manner des-
ignated and include all information required
in the Bid Requests. The Board assumes
no responsibility for bids mailed or misdi-
rected in delivery.  No bid may be with-
drawn for a period of sixty (60) days after
the date set for the opening thereof.

Pursuant to P.L. 2004, c. 57, all bids
must be accompanied by a New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate (BRC)
issued by the New Jersey Department of
Treasury, Division of Revenue. All ven-
dors are required to comply with the re-
quirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127, “Law
Against Discrimination” and the Affirma-
tive Action statutes and regulations,
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C.
17:27-1.1 et seq.

Bids must be submitted to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education no
later than 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday, May
23, 2018.

1. Submit two (2) copies of the com-
pleted bid package, one (1) with original
signatures and one (1) copy in an enve-
lope addressed to:

Office of the Business Administrator/
Board Secretary

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education
512 Cedar Street

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
ATTENTION: Mrs. Deborah S.

Saridaki, Business Administrator/
Board Secretary

2. Plainly identify on the outside of the
sealed envelope “Reconditioning BID
May 2018.”

3. A Bid Bond or Certified Check for ten
percent (10%) of the bid amount must
accompany the Bid, but not in excess of
$20,000.

All bids will be opened and read publicly
at that time by the School Business Admin-
istrator/Board Secretary, or her designee.

The Board reserves the right to reject
any or all bids and waive any informality in
the process if it is in the best interest of the
Board. No proposal may be deemed ac-
cepted until the adoption of a formal reso-
lution by the Board.

By order of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education in the County of Union,
New Jersey.

Deborah S. Saridaki
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 5/10/18, The Times Fee: $68.34

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites you to enjoy a
free poetry reading on Tuesday, May
15 at 8 p.m. in the Kuran Arts Center
on Watson Road, off North Martine
Avenue, adjacent to Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall. (GPS use 75 N. Martine
Avenue). The featured poets will be
Maria Mazziotti Gillan and Edwin
Romond.

Ms. Mazziotti Gillan is the Founder
and Executive Director of the Poetry
Center at Passaic County College in
Paterson and a Professor of Poetry at
Binghamton University (SUNY). She
has published eleven books of poetry,
including “Where I Come From,”
“Italian Women in Black Dresses,”
and “All That Lies Between Us”
(Guernica Editions), winner of the
American Book Award in 2008. Maria
is the editor of the Paterson Literary
Review and she co-edited “Growing
Up Ethnic in America” (Penguin/
Putnam) and “Italian-American Writ-
ers on New Jersey” (Rutgers). She
received the New Jersey Governor’s
Award for Literary Outreach and she
has read her poems at universities and
festivals throughout the USA and in
Italy, Ireland, France, Yugoslavia,
Wales and Finland.

Mr. Romond is the author of eight
collections of poetry and has been
awarded fellowships from the Na-

tional Endowment for the Arts and
the New Jersey and Pennsylvania State
Councils on the Arts. He was a pub-
lic-school teacher for 32 years in Wis-
consin and New Jersey before retir-
ing. His poems have been featured on
National Public Radio and he received
the 2013 New Jersey Poetry Prize.
Ed’s most recent books are “Alone
with Love Songs” (Grayson Books,
2011) and “Home Team: Poems about
Baseball” (Grayson, 2018). His po-
ems also have appeared in The Sun,
Lips, Exit 13 Magazine, Tiferet Jour-
nal, Edison Literary Review, Spitball
Magazine, Poet Lore, Journal of New
Jersey Poets, and Connecticut River
Review.

The Carriage House Poetry Series
is currently in its 20th year at the
Patricia Kuran Arts Center, an his-
toric Gothic Revival structure that
was once a 19th century carriage
house, hence the name of the series.
The May 15 reading is free and open
to the public. An open mic will follow
the featured performances, so indi-
viduals are invited to read one poem
of their choice.

For more information call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions, information, and to
see the 2018 Poetry Series calendar,
visit http://
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com/
.

WESTFIELD –  Contagious Drama
Workshop (CDW) middle school stu-
dents are at it again with One Bar
Closer is an original piece originally
created with CDW’s teens in 2015.

The play, inspired by a video by
rapper Prince Ea, raises questions/
awareness about what our advancing
technology/mobile consumed culture
is doing to real human connection.

The collection of short scenes and
monologues was created with the as-

sistance of writer/actress Wendy
Connolly, instructor/CDW founder
Beth Painter and the students them-
selves.  One Bar Closer will be per-
formed on Thursday, May 10 at 7
p.m., and Saturday, May 12 at 1 p.m.
at McKinley School, 500 First Street
in Westfield. Tickets are $10 and can
be purchased at the door.

The Contagious Drama Workshop
offers classes for children, teens and
adults.

For more information visit
www.contagiousdrama.com or call
(917) 836-3740.
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WARD REALTY GROUP,  201 Prospect St., Westfield NJ 07090

Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor  
Cell: (908) 413-0040  
Email: josie@wardrealtygroup.com

James Ward - Realtor 
Cell: 908.482.2450  

John Ward - Realtor
Cell: 908.425.6947    

One level living with 2 elevators, private underground parking for two vehicles. 
Half a block to ALL the amenities in Downtown Westfield, including shopping, 
excellent restaurants, movie threatre and train to NYC!

Two bedroom, two and a half bathroom, plus a large den. Home surrounded by 
wrap-around terrace. Sun drenched by windows and French doors on east, north 
and west side exposures! Custom moldings throughout. Custom  Solid hardwood 
floors throughout home with large custom glass black and white tiles in Grand 
entrance foyer . 

Oversized Master bedroom suite with separate large walk in California closet 
dressing room for her and separate large California closet for him; gas/wood 
burning fireplace and master bathroom with walk-in rain shower and jacuzzi 
soaking tub.  Guest bedroom also has full bathroom with walk in shower and wall 
to wall custom California closets. Large walk in laundry room  ideally located 
near bedrooms. 

Designer kitchen with large skylight;  white marble top island and countertops. 
All stainless steel Thermidor Professional appliances; wine cooler and built-in 
under counter microwave/warming drawer.

Entertainment sized dining room and living room with gas /wood burning 
fireplace. 11 foot ceilings; custom lighting and moldings throughout home. 
Concerge service including but not limited to package delivery acceptance and 
dry cleaning service.  Full time maintenance personnel on site.

By Appointment Only. Call Josephine at 908-413-0040
Price $2.600,000

www.SavannahWest field.com
CONDOMINIUM RESIDENCES F O R  T H O S E  5 5 - P L U S  I N  T H E  H E A R T  O F  D O W N T O W N  W E S T F I E L D

The most Luxurious fourth floor 
PENTHOUSE at THE SAVANNAH 
in Downtown Westfield!  

FIRST TIME ON THE MARKET! ONE OF A KIND! 

LUXURY CONDOMINIUMS AND HOMES

111 Prospec t  St r ee t ,  Wes t f ie ld ,  NJ 07090

             Located in Downtown Westfield

C O N D O M I N I U M  R E S I D E N C E S
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Real Estate   •   Mortgage   •   Insurance   •   Closing Services   

|
R E A L T O R S®

Sales Associate
of the Month

2 Bedroom, 2 Bath Condo. Modern kitchen with Stainless Steel Appliances.
Indoor garage, elevator building. Close to downtown and train.

3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath Colonial on a Quiet Tree Lined Street, located a few blocks
from Downtown Shopping, Restaurants, NYC Transportation and Schools.

Ana
DeFigueiredo
Top Sales and
Units for April

3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Ranch. EIK, FDR, LR with wood burning fireplace, Family
Room, basement, hardwood floors, deck/porch, attached 2 car garage.

CONDO
CRANFORD $339,950

RANCH
SCOTCH PLAINS $599,000

COLONIAL
WESTFIELD $539,000

Steve OhmFrances BradleyHarvey Tekel

Sales Associate
of the Month

Tara Floyd
DeMizio

Top Listings
for April

Jacqueline
"Jackie" Mandell
Top Dollar Volume

for April

Sales Associate
of the Month

Kerry McDevitt

Saturday, May 19 at 7pm  
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
WESTFIELD

Sunday, May 20 at 3pm   
THE CONCERT HALL, 
DREW UNIVERSITY, MADISON

JOIN US FOR OUR SEASON FINALE

In London TownIn London Town
WWW.NJFESTIVALORCHESTRA.ORG 

OR CALL 908 232 9400
TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT:  

www.NJFestivalOrchestra.org

A SELF-GUIDED TOUR OF DISTINGUISHED WESTFIELD RESIDENCES 
TO BENEFIT THE MUSICAL LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY

THE FRIENDS OF NEW JERSEY FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA
PROUDLY PRESENTS

SATURDAY May 12 from 10am-3pm
TICKETS  $40 IN ADVANCE — $45 Day of Tour

A Tour of 
Notable Homes

LUXURY RAFFLES | DOOR PRIZES  LIVE MUSIC | REFRESHMENTS

A Successful Experiment
With Boxed Meal Kits

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What's for dinner? Something ev-
eryone asks on a daily basis. I was in
a rut, making the same dinners week
after week - baked chicken, honey
mustard salmon, taco night... boring.
I have a shelf full of cook
books, but that seemed
overwhelming; to choose
a recipe, shop for it and
then hope it's good. So,
dear readers, I began an
experiment with boxed
meals. Over the past few
months I have tried Blue
Apron, Plated and Home
Chef, each for at least
three weeks; and I learned a lot. Of all
three companies I rate Plated as the
highest, Home Chef coming in a close
second, and Blue Apron a distant
third.

My kids eat healthy, but trying new
foods is not exactly their shtick, so it
was just J.H. and I on this boxed food
adventure. All three
companies gave me the
convenience of having a
box containing all of the
ingredients and a full
detailed recipe card. The
sheer lack of shopping
and planning was a ben-
efit to me, the working
mom. Each week, a box
arrived with all my fresh
ingredients. The pro-
duce, meat and fish were
great from all three companies; only
Blue Apron left ingredients out one
week, but I was able to pull off the

meal anyway.
 Blue Apron was my first try, and I

was excited - I had seen the commer-
cials, I love to cook, what fun this
would be! But, alas, what a headache.
The first problem with Blue Apron is
in the packaging. I got three recipes,

and one box full of stuff.
It was up to me to sort it
by recipe, and if you're
selling convenience,
you’ve just lost a cus-
tomer. The second prob-
lem was that despite my
cooking abilities, the
recipes all took at least
twice as long as the card
said they would. Sadly,

after all the effort and aggrevation,
the meals were all pretty but bland.

A friend was kind enough to rec-
ommend Plated and sent me a coupon
for a free box. What a difference!
Each meal kit was in a separate bag,
the directions were easy to follow,
and the food was delicious.

Finally we tried Home
Chef.  While they didn't
offer as many recipe op-
tions as Plated, their
packaging was great and
the flavors were fantas-
tic. Home Chef's reci-
pes were more labor in-
tensive than Plated, but
the time to expect on the
recipe cards was accu-
rate.

If you are a new chef,
or a less experienced one, Plated is
the place to start. The recipes were
easy to follow and not labor inten-

sive. For those with a little more skill
looking for a more challenging set of
recipes, Home Chef is the way to go.

I challenged myself to make
rissotto, and I finally understood why
all the chefs on Food Network’s
“Chopped” fail under the time con-
straints. There were countless meals
with flavor profiles I never would
have combined myself, like Indian
butter chicken and truffle oil cream
sauce over cod; and it was an added
bonus that we were having real mea-
sured portions preventing us from
overeat-
ing.

A l l
t h r e e
compa-
nies of-
fer cou-
pons to
f i r s t
t i m e
custom-
ers and
the cost
is not
o u t r a -
g e o u s ,
e s p e -
cially if
you are a regular Whole Foods shop-
per. Plated offers deserts along with
dinners and Home Chef offers lunch
options as well. With all three compa-
nies there is no time commitment and
you can even skip weeks if you are
either too busy or traveling. All in all,
it’s a great way to improve your cook-
ing skills and enjoy the convenience
of not having to shop or plan.

Plated Beef  Noodle Bowl

Plated Indian
Butter Chicken

Home Chef Ritz Cracker
Crusted Cod

Mr. Roberts at Westfield Comm.
Players for Two More Weekends

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield Commu-
nity Players’ (WCP) last production of
the season is a classic play that brings to
life World War II.  Mister Roberts,
Thomas Heggen and Joshua Logan's
dramatization of Heggen's best-selling
novel was first produced on Broadway
in post WWII in 1948 starring Henry
Fonda in the title role. It ran for more
than 1,000 performances, won a Tony
Award for best play, and in 1955 be-
came a classic movie thanks, in part, to
Fonda and Jack Lemmon as Ensign
Pulver.

The plot of Mister Roberts is rela-
tively simple; it consists of the interac-
tion of the men onboard a cargo ship
who are growing restless and testy be-
cause they haven’t had liberty or on-
shore leave for a year. The ship is
sailing, as the playwright says, "from
Tedium to Apathy and back again - with
an occasional side trip to Monotony."

Their cargo ship delivers supplies to

the troops. This work detail is one that
brings the men fatigue and frustration
but earns their captain a prize – a palm
tree - "for delivering more toothpaste
and toilet paper than any other Navy
cargo ship in the safe area of the Pacific."

Mr. Roberts (played admirably in
this production by Tim Kelly) grows
increasingly frustrated in feeling he’s
not doing enough for the war effort. As
he hears updates of the war, he writes
letters requesting a transfer to a battle
ship, but the captain (a truly command-
ing presence in actor David Kelley)
knows that Roberts has done the work
that has garnered the ship accolades
and won’t let him go. When the captain
holds the promise of liberty for the crew
over Roberts’ head in exchange for his
obedience and the end of letter writing,
it’s exasperating not only for Roberts,
but for the audience as well.

It’s one of the most famous confron-
tations that hits the raw nerve of an age-
old chasm between the men who are in
power yet have gotten to be in a place

that they don’t deserve.  Roberts rails
against his tyrannical, blackmailing,
commanding officer when he screams,
"How did you get in the Navy? How did
you get on our side? You're what I
joined to fight against."

President of WCP and masterful di-
rector of the show, Steve Lemenille, has
assembled a boatload of male actors for
this tiny stage. The sailors do what the
old stereotype of sailors do - talk about
women and their supposed exploits with
them. This, of course, is set decades
before the #metoo movement. When
the men are finally granted liberty, they
pick up as many girls as they can, start
fights with army men on leave and
imbibe as much booze as possible.

Having a giant cast of 17 works in the
small space because of the inventive set
designed by Bill McMeekan who must
be a magician in his spare time. Along
with construction chairman George
Hiltz, a crew of five men constructed
the impressive set. The double-decker
structure of the ship features two sets of
stairs, a balcony and ingeniously hid-
den rooms that swing out to center stage
revealing bunk beds, a safe in the wall
and a host of other necessities.

The two high ranking characters –
Roberts and the Captain – have great
chemistry in their battle of words. Their
pacing and emotional layering take us
into the world of the hard-working,
uneducated captain vs. a well-educated
youngish man who is full of idealism.
The doctor onboard the ship, is played
with thought and sagacity by Russ Ortiz.
Ensign Pulver, the Jack Lemmon comic
role, is handled brilliantly by Bobby
Marusiefski.

With the help of producer Kay
Macrae and stage manager Linda Viel,
this ship runs smoothly through emo-
tional waters of war.

The Westfield Community Players’
production runs weekends, May 12,
18, 19 and 20.

ROYAL DANCE...Princess Winifred and Prince Dauntless lead the dance in
CDC’s production of Once Upon a Mattress. The production continues at the
Cranford theatre Fridays and Saturdays, May 11, 12, 18 and 19.
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COUGARS PLACE SECOND IN 4X200, WESTFIELD SECOND IN 4X800, SPF SECOND IN 4X1600

Blue Devil Boys Win 3, SPF 1 at Union County Track Relays
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
and The Times

Union Catholic took won four
events to capture first in the
team totals at the Union County
Relays held at Kehler Stadium on
May 3-4. The Vikings totaled 107
points, followed by Rahway at 77
and Elizabeth at 73. Westfield
took fourth at 57, followed by
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at 47. The
Cranford Cougars placed 11th
with nine points.

Of the six contested events on

Day 1, the Vikings won two and
had the lead in the team score
with 50 points. Rahway was sec-
ond with a 38 total and also won
two events. Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood was third at 24 points,
followed by Elizabeth and
Westfield at 21.

Blue Devil juniors Ajay Olson,
Steve Zucker and Jake Salter
and senior Spencer Weigand fin-
ished first in the sprint medley
relay (SMR) with a time of
3:32.01. Weigand ran the 800
anchor leg and had to make up
considerable distance to catch

the Rahway frontrunner and did,
along with runners from Union
Catholic and Elizabeth at the 200-
meter mark of the second lap.
Weigand then turned up his vol-
ume to finish first.

“In racing in general, you never
want to go out super, super hard.
I kind of have a feeling I did that
anyway. The plan was to just try
and make it up gradually. UC’s
Justin Cadas gave me a lot of
trouble. I wasn’t quite expecting
him to be where he was. With
about 200 to go, we were all
bunched up together and I am
pretty confident in my kick from
200 out. At that point I did and
hoped that would be enough. I
don’t know if they were ready for
me to make a move so early,”

Weigand explained.
The efforts of his teammates

kept him in the race.
“Our 400 runner was Jake

Saltzer. He ran clean, kept us in
contact. Our 200 guys were Ajay
Olson and Steve Zucker. They
are pretty quick. They did their
job. They kept us in contact too.
It was a good race all around,”
Weigand said.

Raiders Scott Kaiser, Brandon
Garcia, Ben Fleischer and Drew
Burfeindt crossed first in the dis-
tance medley relay (DMR) with a
time of 10:41.2 and Blue Devils
Cooper Brennan, Jackson
O’Brien, Will Logia and Matt
Meusel finished third at 10:46.84.

Rahway won the 4x100 with a
time of 42.37 but Raiders Kyle
Estivene, Jacob Leigh, Justin
Sanders and Dwight Laylor turned

in their best time to finish third at
42.82. Cranford Cougars Josiah
Cadet, Matt Maggio, Elijah Ar-
royo and Josh Cadet finished sixth
at 43.39. Rahway also won the
400 hurdles with a time of
2:53.67 and Raiders Dhvanil
Nanshah, Justin Williams and Will
Loop finished fourth at 2:57.6.

Union Catholic won the shot
put event with a distance of 146-
8 and Blue Devils Tim Alliegro
with his best throw of 47-11.25,
Declan McCauley at 43-7.25 —
personal best) and Fran Alliegro
at 41-4.75 placed fourth with a
distance of 133-1.25.

Summit won the team long
jump with a distance of 62-8 and
Hilltopper Dorian Jackson had
the best leap at 21-4.5. Raider
Jacob Leigh tied for the fifth-best

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Story on page 15

of The Westfield Leader
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leap of 20-5. Union Catholic won
the pole vault with a height of
25-0 and Conor Reilly cleared a
meet-best 14-0. Governor
Livingston’s Kyle McCarthy and
Darren DelDuca took third at 21-
6 and Raider sophomore Ian
Celardo (11-6 — 3rd best) and
Tyler Dvorin took fourth at 21-0.

Raider Coach Pete Kane re-
vealed, “We got a new guy Ian
Celardo. He used to play lacrosse
in the spring. Decided this year
he didn’t want to. I talked to him
and asked him what were his
plans. He said, ‘Nothing! Maybe
get a job.’ I said come pole vault
instead. The kid is having a phe-
nomenal Spring so far. His learn-
ing curve is through the roof. He
jumped 10 feet his first meet,
10-6 his second and 11-6 today.
We had to buy him a pole fast and
now we are on to the next one
already. He’s working well with
junior Tyler Dvorin.”

Kane also has other plans for
Celardo.

“He’s a wrestler. He also is a big
mountain biker, he’s a
snowboarder, so he’s got the

mental aspect down. I think next
year we will teach him some long
jump and triple jump. He can
move pretty well and he really
doesn’t have much fear. I will
take that,” Coach Kane said.

On Day 2, The Blue Devils edged
the Raiders for first in the
4x1,600. Sophomores Will Log-
gia and Kevin Yucetepe, junior
Ronnie Melao and anchor Will
McGlynn finished in 18:39.26 just
ahead of Kaiser, Fleischer,
Burfeindt and anchor Garcia at
18:40.21. McGlynn had to put
out a special kick to beat Garcia
at the line.

“We have been looking forward
to this race for a long time. When
I went out to be honest, the other
guys were hanging behind me.
The race wasn’t going out as fast
as I expected. I took it for the
first three laps then at the bell
lap, Summit turned it up. I went
with him, ended up a little bit
behind but it was all about put-
ting the rest of the team in a
good position,” Loggia described.

“We have been looking to this
for a long time, especially since

we are underclassmen. It was
very meaningful to come out here
and race some of our young guys.
Will did a great job with our lead
leg bringing us out at the top-2
and when I got the baton, I just
had the Summit guy in front of
me. I caught him with about 500
to go then I gave it to Ronnie.
Ronnie did an excellent job main-
taining our position. And McGlynn
did an awesome job on the Scotch
Plains guy with the last 100-
meter kick,” Yucetepe said.

“I was watching Kevin race and
pass the Summit guy and get us
to first. That’s when I knew my

job was to hold off Summit and
Scotch Plains. My coaches kept
telling me to keep pushing, keep
pushing. I couldn’t let up be-
cause I was in an open field. I
didn’t have anyone to chase af-
ter. Once I passed it off to Will
McGlynn I thought we were go-
ing to win. It went down to the
wire but when he pulled it out, it
was a great sigh of relief,” Melao
expressed.

“The whole four laps I knew
where he was. I have heard a lot
about Brendan Garcia. He’s a
great competitor. I was terrified
for the first three laps. When he
passed me, it kind of flashed in
my head that this race, a county
relay is important to us as a
team. We lost to Scotch Plains
last year in this race and I was
not about to let that happen
again,” McGlynn said.

“Kevin did a good job of catch-
ing back up to Summit. Ronnie
held off the Scotch Plains and
Summit third men then McGlynn,
a total beast, held them off. It
was one of the greatest kicks I
have seen in my life. It was really

fun getting this win,” Loggia ex-
pressed.

Blue Devil Joe SanGiacomo,
Brendan Riccardi and Griffin
Rooney won the javelin with a
distance of 436-7. Raiders Zach
Zimmerman, Dan Wright and
Jake Hahn took fourth at 393-1.
Blue Devils Bennie Buontempo,
McCauley and Dan Howard took
fifth in the discus with a distance
of 345-7. Union Catholic crossed
first in the 4x200 at 1:29.42,
followed by Cougars Josiah Ca-
det, Rickemdel Phanor, Elijah
Arroyo and Josh Cadet at
1:30.32. Raiders Estivene, Noah
Samms, Suben Agwu and Will-
iams finished sixth at 1:31.38.

Blue Devils Meusel, Brennan,
Johnson and Weigand finished
second in the 4x800 at 8:04.32.
Zucker, Olson, Weigand and
Saltzer took third in the 4x400 at
3:24.26. Raiders Will Loop,
Estivene, Nanshah and Williams
finished third in the 4x110 hurdles
at 1:02.17. Leigh, Mike Gross
and Cameron Adams placed
fourth in the high jump with a
height of 16-7.
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Blue Devil Boys Win Three, SPF Raiders One at Union County Track Relays
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WF Blue Devils’ 7-Run Third Jolts Cougars, 7-3, in UCT Quarterfinal Softball
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Roselle Park Panthers Score Early, Beat Blue Devils for UCT Softball Title, 2-0
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By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Tempers flared
and voices were raised at the
Tuesday meeting of the Borough
Council as parents of Lincoln
School students and dozens of
residents expressed concerns re-
garding the possible impact on
public health from the ongoing
demolition of the abandoned
Casale property, which also is
known as the Russo I develop-
ment property.

Mayor Charles Lombardo read
a prepared statement in which
he advised that a town hall meet-
ing will be held on Wednesday,
May 30, at 7 p.m., at Lincoln
School. Representatives from
Russo Development and their
attorney, Christopher Minks, will
attend the meeting and answer
questions from the public re-
garding the environmental im-
pact of the demolition project.

The mayor said the current cli-
mate of fear, misinformation and
pandemonium must stop and
reminded the public that asbes-
tos abatement and all demolition
activities are heavily regulated
and monitored by multiple state
and local agencies including the
New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP). The
mayor noted that he has seen
decades of demolition and con-
struction in the community, in-
cluding the ShopRite on North
Avenue and the Pointe and Mews
apartments, all of which were
built without the outrage and
misinformation that has sur-
rounded the Russo project. He
urged residents to trust the pro-
cess and reminded them that all
of their elected representatives
live in the community and would
never place the health of the
residents at risk. He concluded

his remarks by urging
homeowners to trust their gov-
ernment to keep them safe and
to obtain accurate information
from government officials, and
noted, “There are many what ifs
in life. Living in Garwood should
not be one of them.”

Several members of the public
cheered and applauded after
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
made a statement in which she
explained that residents’ con-
cerns were justified, noting that
they have reported seeing Russo
employees in HazMat suits and
other protective equipment while
the students at Lincoln School,
which is less than 1,000 feet
from the site, have no protection
from the large volumes of dust.
She outlined several steps which
she believes can be taken to
improve communication with the
residents, suggested posting
warning signs at the site, and
proposed considering the pos-
sible postponement of demoli-
tion until late June when school is
out of session.

Councilman Joseph Sarno re-
minded those present that he
serves on the planning board,
and based on all of the data and
documents that he has reviewed,
he is confident that the environ-
mental impact to the community
will be minimal

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MILES FOR MOMS...These runners compete in the Miles for Moms 5K in
Nomahegan Park in Cranford on Sunday morning. The event benefits the
Mothers’ Center of Central New Jersey, a 501(c)(3) non-profit.

Sunny Acres Development Seeks Historic
Design; Verizon Building Gets Variance

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A parking vari-
ance and design waiver was
granted last Wednesday by the
planning board to allow parking
spaces for additional trucks at
the Verizon office building, used
for its landline service, located
on the corner of Orange and
Birchwood Avenues. The parking
will be shifted from the current
255 regular parking spaces down
to 223, which is 25 spaces short
of the township zoning require-
ment, said F. Mitchell Ardman,
engineer and planner. To make
way for spaces for trucks, Verizon
will remove some regular-size
spaces to make bigger stalls.

“There are never any parking
issues. It is a big open lot,” Mr.
Ardman said.

Verizon is increasing its em-
ployees at the site to 166, said
Nick Havakian, a representative
for Verizon. “The site has no

visitors,” he said, and is only
used for employees. Verizon also
is to update its ADA parking to
comply with state and federal
requirements, he said.

Verizon also will add a quonset
hut to store chillers, which are
used off site when there are power
outages at other Verizon sites
where there are no generators.

The Historic Preservation Advi-
sory Board (HPAB) advised the
planning board that the board is
to seek designation of the Sunny
Acres neighborhood as an his-
toric district in Cranford. The
move is largely spearheaded by
the Sunny Acres Civic and Im-
provement Association.

Sunny Acres, located on the
southern edge of Cranford be-
tween the Rahway River and
Raritan Road, was the first
planned residential development
by the Sears Modern Homes divi-
sion that were not kit-style
homes, said Kinney Clark, a mem-
ber of the HPAB. Sunny Acres

was developed in the early 1940s
with a mix of mid-century de-
signed Cape Cod Colonial-style
homes specifically marketed to
working-class families. Today,
134 homes of the total 172 homes
in the development retain their
original design, Mr. Clark ex-
plained.

If the designation was to be
accepted by the township, Sunny
Acres would be the first local
historic district in Cranford, Mr.
Clark said.

The HPAB will hold a public
meeting on Wednesday, May 30,
at the community center, after
which the HPAB is to decide if it
will make a formal recommenda-
tion to the township committee.
The meeting time was not speci-
fied.

Sunny Acres meets national
register criteria A and C to define
its historic designation, Mr. Clark
said.

“I can’t underscore enough how
much their dedication to their
neighborhood and community at
large has inspired this request
and proposal. They have opened
our eyes as to the significance of
this neighborhood,” Mr. Clark said
of the Sunny Acres Civic and
Improvement Association.

Should the area be given the
historic designation,
homeowners would not have any
regulatory criteria to uphold
should the homeowner decide to
make any changes to their prop-
erty, Mr. Clark said. Guidelines
could be provided to homeowners
as to how to retain the original
architectural design standards to
serve as a resource, Mr. Clark
said.

Planning board member Julie
Didzbalis said, “I think it is im-
portant to try and move forward
with that plan...You’ll keep this
town in the quaint feeling that we
like it to stay.”

Garwood Residents Raise
Concerns Over Demolition
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Cranford Schools Take
Suicide Prevention Seriously
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The Cranford
School District has seen a poten-
tial problem in the world of edu-
cation and has taken steps to
address it in a proactive way. For
eight hours daily on April 19 and
20, twenty-four Cranford school
employees participated in a train-
ing session that was run by Car-
ing Contact, a Westfield chapter
that is a suicide prevention hotline
service that is a part of a nation-
wide program.

This collaborative event was
over a year in the making.
Cranford Detective Sergeant Matt
Nazzaro, who was a Cranford
school resource officer at the
time, first identified what he per-
ceived as a need and hoped for a
program for children of all ages.
The process began to bring the
program to Cranford Schools.

“We’re excited that this project
has come full circle,” said Arlene
Klemow, the Director of Training
for Caring Contact. For months
Noelle Leeman and Christi
Carducci, social workers at Or-
ange Avenue School and Ms. Lisa
Burfeindt, the Director of Guid-
ance at the Cranford High School
and Caring Contact representa-
tives met on a regular basis to
discuss and plan the classes.

Caring Contact with their ASIST
program, an anachronism for Ap-
plied Suicide Intervention Skills
Training, is an international pro-
gram. This evidence-based pro-
gram is one that is used by the US
military. The hope of the District
is to have people in every school
who would be able to recognize
and help a child or teen in crisis.

The Director of Guidance acted
as the liaison between the school
and Caring Contact. In an inter-
view with The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Times, Ms. Klemow, mentioned
that the New Jersey State man-
dates that all teachers need two
hours of suicide prevention train-
ing every five years. But for
Cranford schools, that was not
enough. “They’re doing some-
thing to be proactive,” Ms.
Klemow said. She and Janet
Sarkos, the Executive Director of
Contact Caring, were excited for
the opportunity to make educa-
tional inroads through this class.

“In the year 2016 -17, we mea-
sured a 300 percent increase in
calls from kids under 18, so it is
imperative that we offer relief
and help,” Ms. Klemow said. The
class that she and a co-trainer,
Michael Dupey, presented is
costly to offer. With the help of
donations from foundations and
individuals, however, they were
able to make the two-day, 16-
hour class monetarily accessible.

The classes utilized break-out
sessions, role playing and lec-
ture to present the material. At
the end of the program’s class on
Friday, April 20, Ms. Klemow dis-
tributed certificates to the par-
ticipants and told the class, “I’m
hoping you feel empowered.”

One of the participants, Angie
Braxton, Peer Adviser at the Or-
ange Avenue School explained
that she felt just that after com-
pleting the training. “The most
important thing that I learned,
the core of the program, is not
only to identify students in crisis,
and to get them the help they
need, but then, with assistance,
they can design a self-help plan
to keep themselves safe.”

The members of the public can
attend classes that are being held
by Caring Contact in June, July
and December. The listening ear,
non-judgmental hotline for Caring
Contact from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. is
(908) 232-2880. The 24/7 hotline
is 1-800-273-TALK (8255).

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford, will hold a
bake sale fundraiser for the Epis-
copal Relief & Development (ERD)
“Maternal & Child Health” pro-
gram this Sunday, May 13. Glo-
bally, 2.6 million children die each
year during the neonatal period
– in the first four weeks of life.
Additionally, 800 women die ev-
ery day from preventable causes
related to pregnancy and child-

birth. Ninety-nine percent of
those deaths occur in developing
countries.

“The ERD Maternal & Child
Health program saves lives by
encouraging pregnant women to
seek prenatal care, promoting
nutrition for mother and child
and ensuring that babies receive
the recommended vaccinations,”
said the Reverend Andy Kruger,
Trinity’s Priest-in-Charge.

Donations, made payable to
“Episcopal Relief and Develop-
ment,” can be mailed to Trinity
or dropped off at the church of-
fice. For more information, call
(908) 276-4047.

Episcopal Relief & Develop-
ment, started in 1940, is the
compassionate response of the
Episcopal Church to human suf-
fering in the world. Hearing God’s
call to seek and serve Christ in
all persons and to respect the
dignity of every human being,
ERD serves to bring together
the generosity of Episcopalians
and others with the needs of the
world.

 For more information about
Trinity Episcopal Church, call
(908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/.

Trinity Bake Sale to Aid
Maternal-Child Health

Councilwoman Cuccaro
Statement on Russo I Demo

With the demolition of Russo I
fully underway and in full view of
the public eye it has now be-
come a real concern to many
citizens in our town. While we
have been reassured by Russo
Developers that the demo will
be done professionally with the
utmost of care, the public has
brought to our attention some
legitimate concerns in regards
to the safety of their children.
One cannot argue with their con-
cerns when they see Russo con-
struction in full P.P.E. gear, ven-
tilator masks, and asbestos jump
suits, all while their kids wear
shorts and t-shirts as they walk
below not 20 feet away. Com-
mon sense would tell you there
is something wrong here. While
it is no secret that I was the only
councilperson who voted against
this project, I realize the project
will move forward, but I suggest
we proceed in a more informa-
tive, safe, and responsible di-
rection.

I have a few proposals of how
we can better reassure the public
of their safety;

1. How will it be monitored and
overseen by the EPA.

2. Ask Russo developers to

delay demo until Lincoln School
is on summer recess June 20.

To ensure the safety of children
from both airborne pollutants and
possible falling debris while walk-
ing to and from school.

3. Ask the EPA to monitor the
air quality at Lincoln School while
school is in session.

4. In addition, I propose letters
be drafted to not only the par-
ents of Lincoln School children,
but the entire town listing a
timeline of demo, measures that
will be taken to monitor airborne
pollutants, along with times and
dates to avoid the area.

5. Asbestos warning signs
should also be made visible to
the public along fence line.

In addition, as public officials it
is our duty to keep the public
informed and safe and I believe it
is shameful to suggest to our
citizens that it is their own fault
for not being informed as many
on Borough Council and Planning
Board have. It is our duty to
answer questions and go above
and beyond to keep the public
informed.

Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
Garwood

NAMI Lists Meeting
Of Support Group

CRANFORD — NAMI Union
County/National Alliance on Men-
tal Illness offers a support group
for caregivers of loved ones who
have a mental health diagnosis.
The group will meet next on May
15.

Peer-led monthly group meet-
ings are held from 7:30 to 9 p.m.
on the third Tuesday of every
month at the First Presbyterian
Church of Cranford, located at 11
Springfield Avenue. For more in-
formation, call (908) 233-1628
or e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Brookside PTA 5K and
Fun Run Set for May 20

CRANFORD – The Brookside PTA
is hosting its annual 5K and Fun
Run on Sunday, May 20, at
Brookside Place School, located
at 700 Brookside Place, Cranford.
Registration starts at 7:30 a.m.
the day of the event. The One
Mile Fun Run will kick off the
event at 9 a.m. followed by the
5K run, starting at 9:30 a.m.

Medals will be given out to the
top three boys and girls in the
One Mile Fun Run and ribbons
will be handed out to all child
participants. Awards will also be
given to the Top Male and Fe-
male Overall in the 5K, and the
Top 3 Male and Female winners
per age group. The age groups
are as follows: ages six and un-
der; seven to eight; nine to 10;
11 to 12; 13 to 14; 15 to 19; 20

to 24; 25 to 29; 30 to 34; 35 to
39; 40 to 44; 45 to 49; 50 to 54;
55 to 59, and 60-plus. There will
also be an award for the fastest
family.

Custom T-shirts will be pro-
vided to all pre-registrants while
supplies last. The Brookside PTA
will also provide post-race food
and refreshments. New this year:
5K Chip Timing.

Come and join the fun! Regis-
ter in advance by visiting
www.register.compuscore.com.
The cost is $25 per person for the
5K, $15 per person for the Fun
Run, and $60 per family for the
5K. All proceeds benefit the
Brookside PTA.

 For more information, or to
volunteer, email
brookside5k@yahoo.com.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LEARNING TO LISTEN…During the recent training of Cranford School
employees, people who made the educational program happen confer. From left,
Janet Sarkos, Executive Director of Contact Caring; Lisa Burfeindt, Director of
Guidance for Cranford High School; trainers for Contact Caring Michael
Dupey and Arlene Klemow; Christi Carducci and Noelle Leeman, social workers
at Orange Avenue School.

N.J. Photographer to Speak
To College Women Monday
CRANFORD — The College

Women’s Club of Cranford will
meet on Monday, May 14, at 7
p.m., at the First Presbyterian
Church, located at 11 Springfield
Avenue, Cranford.

“The Garden State in Bloom”
will be the topic of the meeting
presentation by New Jersey pho-
tographer Walter Choroszewski.
Mr. Choroszewski has published
18 photographic books and has
been a leading advocate of New
Jersey Pride since 1980, when he
was commissioned to photograph
the state for a book project, “NEW
JERSEY A Scenic Discovery,” which
launched his photographic career
and link to the Garden State.

During the program Monday
evening, Mr. Choroszewski will re-
visit the beautiful public gardens
of New Jersey pictured in his award-
winning book, “The Garden State
In Bloom.” This program show-
cases his 25 favorite public gar-
dens with colorful photography
and historical information about
each garden. Mr. Choroszewski’s
photographs were the inspiration
for creating the iconic state tour-
ism campaign “New Jersey & You:
Perfect Together!” Mr.
Choroszewski was the primary
photographer of the campaign
through the 80s and 90s and was
awarded the first New Jersey Photo
Journalism Award by Governor
Thomas Kean in 1989.

In addition to state tourism,
Mr. Choroszewski’s photographs
of New Jersey are widely pub-
lished in calendars, magazines
and textbooks. His fine art prints
and murals of New Jersey are
found in corporations, hospitals
and in many private collections.

The evening will begin with re-
freshments at 7 p.m. followed by
the meeting and Mr.
Choroszewski’s program. The
meeting is open to the public.

Friday Senior Club
Posts Casino Trips

CRANFORD — The Friday Se-
nior Club of Cranford sponsors a
trip the second Wednesday of
the month to Resorts Casino in
Atlantic City. The cost is $30,
with a $25 slot play. For informa-
tion and reservations, call Helen
at (908) 654-1236.

The club is offering a trip to the
Sands Casino in Bethlehem, Pa.,
on Tuesday, May 29, with a $20
slot play and $5 food voucher.
Reservations and/or information
also can be obtained for this trip by
calling Helen at (908) 654-1236.

UCC to Begin Esports
Program This Fall

CRANFORD - Union County Col-
lege will become one of 63 schools
nationwide, and the first county
college in New Jersey, to offer a
coed intercollegiate esports pro-
gram, also known as Electronic
Sports. Esports is a multi-player
video game program that com-
petes with colleges and universi-
ties in the United States and
Canada. The Union County Col-
lege Esports teams could com-
pete against two and four-year
institutions such as University of
Maryland, Robert Morris Univer-
sity, University of Toronto,
Carnegie Mellon, and Hawkeye
Community College in Iowa.

The new esports program will
allow Union County College to
provide a distinct group of stu-
dent-athletes the opportunity to
compete in a game they love,
receive a quality education, and
earn an associate degree. The
growing esports industry is a
multi-million business with com-
panies developing, testing, and
publishing games. Student-ath-
letes in this program will have
the potential to find employment
in the video gaming industry.

In the fall 2018 semester, Union
student-athletes will be able to
compete in the following three
games: League of Legends,
Rocket League, and Overwatch.

Coco to Be Screened at Hanson Park
CRANFORD — Area residents

are invited to bring their blan-
kets and chairs for a Movie in the
Park on Saturday, May 19, at
Hanson Park, located at 38
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

The feature presentation will
be Coco, a 2017 animated fan-
tasy film produced by Pixar Ani-
mation Studios and released by
Walt Disney Pictures. The story
follows a 12-year-old boy named
Miguel Rivera who is accidentally
transported to the land of the
dead, where he seeks the help of
his deceased musician great-
great-grandfather to return him

to his family among the living.
The film won two Academy
Awards for Best Animated Fea-
ture and Best Original Song (“Re-
member Me”).

This free family movie night is
part of Cranford Family Weekend
and will start at dusk (approxi-
mately 8 p.m.) There will be
popcorn and refreshments for
sale. The rain date is Saturday,
June 2. Movie in the Park is pre-
sented by the Hanson Park Con-
servancy and Friends of the
Cranford Public Library. For more
information, visit
hansonparkconservancy.com.
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Local Letters to the Editor
It Seems Garwood GOP Prefers The
Garwood Forward Team Democrats
On Primary Day, I will be sup-

porting the Democrats for
Garwood team, led by Council-
woman Todisco. In what follows,
I hope to qualify that decision to
my fellow Garwood Democrats
and to those thinking of affiliating
with the Democratic Party on June
5 at your local polling precinct.

I have no interest in addressing
the discontents of the primary
process as, personally, I support
it as a way to bring democracy
into the political party nominee/
candidate selection process. As
we have seen both locally and
nationally, especially within the
Democratic Party, this procedure
has no expectation or tolerance
of internal democracy without
patronage. To quote my friend
Ian Welsh, in a small town with
two major parties like Garwood,
“being frozen out of the primary
is being frozen out of democ-
racy; having primaries fixed —
whether by a duly-elected local
committee or a less palatable
contrivance — is, like it or not,
fixing the election.” Said plainly,
primaries matter because democ-
racy matters — even when it is
uncomfortable.

Recently, the environmental
cleanup at the Casale/Petro site
has entered into the public dis-
course, with many residents,
seemingly for the first time, rec-
ognizing the site’s toxic history.
This situation is demonstrative of
the need for our local leaders to
hold developers and corporate in-
terests accountable and, simulta-
neously, to also be able to com-
municate both that history and
the plan to address it to the public.

Candidate Mike Ince’s lifetime
law enforcement experiences as
an FBI special agent and Candi-
date Sean Benoit’s professional
acumen as a lawyer and advo-

cate, bring both requisite and
unique skill sets that will allow
them to effectively serve in these
roles. From my conversations
with the all of the candidates, the
Garwood for Democrats ticket is
the only team running for
Garwood office that has the reso-
lution, and more importantly, the
skill sets, to see this transforma-
tional project through to fruition.

Attend a council meeting and
you’ll quickly realize they are
frequently fraught with endless
distractions and personal politi-
cal vendettas from decades ago.
These theatrics on trivial mat-
ters often dominate deliberations
and contribute nothing to the
governance of this town. The
meetings should maintain a level
of decorum or civility that en-
courage broader community par-
ticipation — not hinder it. Having
been to quite a few council and
special meetings, I can tell you
that it is absurd that a rodent
problem receives almost two
hours of council workshop time,
yet only recently the budget gets
the critical examination and ex-
planation it deserves.

Live-streaming meetings on
Facebook will not solve these is-
sues; only strong, decisive lead-
ership will – a quality that Council-
woman Todisco has in abundance.
If this primary is demonstrative of
anything, it is her courage to stand
up for what she believes in, even
when it comes a personal, and
most likely political, cost.

Lastly, the various local Repub-
lican organizations and its sup-
porters are united in their disdain
for the Todisco team, yet tepid in
their criticism of the Lombardo
ticket. As Oscar Wilde said, “you
can always judge a man by his
enemies.” This strategic move is
telling and it seems that the

Garwood GOP prefers the Garwood
Forward team (Lombardo/Kearny/
Guerrero) as an opponent in the
November General Election —
perhaps they sense that they are
an easy opponent.

No amount of lamentation on
Facebook, or stories of yester-
year, will change the fact that
Garwood is in a phase of signifi-
cant change. Now, more than
ever, we will need strong proac-

tive leadership and focused,
level-headed representation.
This being the case, along with
my other points above, on Tues-
day, June 5 I will be voting col-
umn D for the Todisco, Ince, and
Benoit team. I strongly urge my
fellow Garwoodians to do the
same.

Michael Callahan
Garwood

Garwood Will See Through The
Empty Rhetoric And Scare Tactics

Last week’s editorial page was
certainly a busy space! It seems
there are several things to ad-
dress so I will do my best.

Mr. Paterson asked me directly,
“Why do we have primary elec-
tions?” The obvious answer is to
determine nominees for the Gen-
eral Election. Mr. Paterson fol-
lowed up with a demand for me
to do exactly as he said regard-
ing his unending attacks against
the county government or be
labeled as “afraid.”

Mr. Paterson, I am not afraid of
anyone, including you. My mind is
my own and I will use my voice
properly, both during this cam-
paign and, should I eventually be
elected to the Borough Council,
to advocate for my fellow Garwood
taxpayers on issues of local con-
cern. There is no need to adopt
your confrontational methods,
should the need arise, for any
interaction with county or state
level officials. The job of Garwood’s
Mayor and Council are to govern
and administer our borough, not
Union County. The selection pro-
cess for the county manager is
irrelevant to the business of gov-
erning Garwood. Considering your
allegations, the proper venue
would likely be a state-level office
with relevant jurisdiction rather
than “standing by your side” at a
Freeholder meeting.

Moving on to an actual local
issue, I am delighted to address
the commentary of Michael Ince
regarding our DPW. In his letter,

Mr. Ince highlights one aspect of
the Garwood Forward primary
point - “Responsible budgeting with
proper planning to ensure sound
fiscal policies” regarding a man-
agement study of the DPW. He
jumps from one conclusion to the
next, ending up at a doomsday
scenario where half of the staff has
been laid off, we have a different
company picking up garbage on
every block and a separate tax bill
for the service. Mr. Ince also seems
to feel the entire concept was a
proposal of “Republican Council
members,” when numerous mem-
bers of the Council from both par-
ties have floated similar concepts
as far back as 2007. In fact, Mr.
Ince’s running mate, Ms. Todisco,
in her earlier campaigns, as well as
on the record during the May 27,
2014, Council meeting, has pro-
posed outsourcing this exact ser-
vice without any study behind it to
prove that it would be effective or
save tax dollars.

When this was being discussed
by our team, Mayor Lombardo
had a lot to say and provided a
similar number to what Mr. Ince
stated (60 percent), regarding
the amount of time the DPW
spends picking up trash. The re-
sult of our team discussions was
to include the management study
as a “plank” because no one could
determine if this type of
outsourcing would provide sav-
ings. We don’t know what an hon-
est, independent and transparent
management study process about

the DPW will reveal. It may show
there is nothing to improve on, or
that outsourcing some other ser-
vice may be more cost effective
than trash collection.

The Garwood Forward team
feels everything must be on the
table when discussing how to
govern this borough and effec-
tively manage its finances.
Garwood is one serious issue
away from becoming insolvent,
in large part due to the depleting
of surplus along with the use of
one-shot revenues employed in
recent years by both Finance
Chair Todisco and the prior Re-
publican administration. Due to
these poor choices of prior gov-
erning bodies (all which Ms.
Todisco has been a member of),
a serious occurrence where our
town is deemed at fault, a natu-
ral or man-made disaster, or one
more recession which affects the
state or national economy are
severe risks. We could find our-
selves between a rock and a hard
place in which bordering towns
merge with us or deciding how
many employees we must lay off
to keep the town solvent. Any-
thing less than looking at every
option, while not further degrad-
ing our surplus to hand out zero
tax increases, amounts to fiscal
malfeasance at this point.

Our team will not use the jobs
of DPW employees or any of our
other dedicated borough work-
ers as a political football. Should
there ever be a need for a reduc-
tion in force, attrition through
retirements or workers moving
to other positions would be the
preferred method, unless there
was no other alternative.

We are confident the voters of
Garwood will see through the
empty rhetoric and scare tactics
of the opposing team and pull the
lever for responsible leadership
on June 5 by voting Column B for
Lombardo-Guerrero-Kearney.

Vincent Kearney
Regular Democratic Candidate for

Garwood Council

More letters next page
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Forgive Me, But If I Am Voting
For A Garwood Democrat

I find it disappointing, but not
surprising that the Lombardo
team and their surrogates con-
tinue to attack residents such as
myself in their previous letters.
It says a lot that, rather than
declare the reasons their candi-
dates should win the June 5 pri-
mary, they resort to calling out
residents for voicing their opin-
ions. They also continue to focus
on the “process” rather than ac-
tually providing the residents with
their candidates’ record and new
ideas. It shows they don’t feel
their team matches up to the
Todisco-Ince-Benoit ticket.

I also find it comical that their
team purports to be in any way
progressive. This coming from a
slate whose supposed Demo-
cratic mayoral candidate was
quite vocal in his votes for Donald
Trump and Republican freeholder
candidates. Forgive me, but if I
am voting for a Democrat, I want
to know that he shares my val-
ues – not that he just makes
convenient token overtures when
realizing he has to now run in a
contested primary and win over
Democratic voters. We need a
mayor who shares our Demo-
cratic principles, not one who
uses the party label for personal
interests, like perhaps job posi-
tions in a Democratic-heavy
Union County.

When speaking with Sara

Todisco, it is clear that she is a
Democrat for the right reasons
as a public school teacher (out-
side of Union County, I may add)
who values strength in commu-
nity and the ability of govern-
ment to do good for people, like
public works projects, safety, and
services. Sara, along with Michael
and Sean, are willing to stand up
to corruption and bad govern-
ment at every turn regardless of
party labels.

The Todisco-Ince-Benoit team
has real ideas to make a better
future in Garwood, such as a
more open application process
to ensure town boards and com-
mittees are representative of the
town, to hold more public fo-
rums, to distribute welcome
packets to new residents, and
much more. Those fresh ideas
and Sara’s record of success as a
Councilwoman, including the first
no tax increase in 17 years and
upgrading emergency manage-
ment equipment, are why I am
excited to vote for them on June
5. I would encourage my fellow
Democrats to check out their full
platform on
www.dems4garwood.com/.

My vote will be for Todisco-
Ince–Benoit on June 5 - selecting
the Democrats For Garwood team
on Column D.

Robert Schilare
Garwood

Local Letters to the Editor I Offer Citizens A Sound Endorsement
For Council Candidate, My Husband
In this day and age when our

lives are disrupted on a fairly
regular basis with the news that
officials in whom voters placed
their trust has been found to let
power and title come before
people, it would be refreshing to
have people that we could de-
pend on for the long haul.

I would like to offer the citizens
of Garwood a sound endorse-
ment for Council candidate, my
husband, Michael Ince on the
“Democrats for Garwood” ticket
along with Mayoral candidate
Sara Todisco and Council candi-
date Sean Benoit.

Since I have known and been
married to Michael for more than
half of my life, it is difficult to
write without some bias. That
said, Michael is a person of char-
acter, integrity and has a true
desire to be of service to his
community. He has worked in
the public eye as both a police
officer and then as a Special Agent
with the FBI based in New York
City. While most of the details of
his work could not be shared
directly, I knew the long hours of
dedication to his career in pro-
fessional law enforcement were
making a difference in the city
and the country he served.

As a police officer, he and a
fellow officer assisted in the de-
livery of a child while the rescue
squad was en route. As an agent,
he was involved in several high-
profile national emergencies. Af-
ter retirement, he continued to
serve the community by working
with middle and high school youth
as a leave-replacement guidance
counselor in several local dis-
tricts. He was well respected in
his positions.

In raising our three children,
Michael was very involved in sup-
porting all of their activities,
whether it be helping to coach t-
ball, PAL football, softball, drive to
inter and intrastate volleyball or
soccer competitions or help with

any of the fundraising events these
sports needed. And of course, his
loud voice of support could always
be heard at the games!

Michael is a thoughtful listener.
While raising three teens (now
adults), he was able to respond
thoughtfully and respectfully to
their concerns and challenges.
Professionally he served on ne-
gotiations committees and also
personnel interview committees,
both of which require the ability
to listen and render rational deci-
sions. He has also been known to
inspire, as he did recently in in-
spiring a neighbor to vote for the
first time ever. These are charac-
teristics that I believe would make
him a real asset to the people of
Garwood as a councilman.

Having lived in this area our
entire lives, growing up in Clark
and graduating from ALJ, and
now living in Garwood, we are so
excited for this election! Garwood
is at a critical point in its history
and needs people that will work
tirelessly to make sure they are
on top of all the issues and will be
responsive to their questions and
concerns. I know Michael, Sean,
and Sara have the time and en-
ergy to work for the people and
deliver measurable results.

Finally, I would like to add a few
words about Sara and Sean. We
met Sara shortly after we moved
to Garwood while she was cam-
paigning for Council. Her profes-
sionalism, clarity of thought and
vision for Garwood impressed us
then. It is obvious that the work
she has done as a champion of
our town is flourishing and I would
like to see that continue with her
as our Mayor. Sean’s career in
advocating for those with dis-
abilities adds even more profes-
sionalism and integrity to a well-
grounded team. We are very for-
tunate to have Sean working on
Garwood’s behalf.

Our family is so proud to sup-
port Sara Todisco for Mayor and

Voting For Sara,
Michael, And Sean

I am very excited that Council-
woman Sara Todisco is now run-
ning for Mayor of Garwood and
she has my full support. I hope
my fellow residents will join me
in voting for her on June 5 along
with her running mates, Michael
Ince and Sean Benoit as they run
for Council.

I’ve known Sara for years as
she is very involved in our com-
munity from the Education Foun-
dation to the Lions Club, and to of
course, the Council. She exem-
plifies the strong, visible, active
leadership that Garwood needs
as it embarks on redevelopment
and much more.

As I wrote in my endorsement
letter last year, when I reached
out to Sara a few years ago about
getting NJ Transit to put a larger
shelter at the Garwood Train Sta-
tion, she was able to get it done.
The ability to leverage connec-
tions like these are exactly what
Garwood needs in a Mayor. Fur-
thermore, her responsiveness to
residents’ questions and con-
cerns, like mine, is another qual-
ity greatly needed in a Mayor. I
am confident that Sara Todisco
will be the kind of Mayor Garwood
needs to ensure our community
is vibrant and well represented.

In meeting Michael and Sean, I
am impressed by their career
experience and willingness to
serve on the Borough Council to
make sure Garwood progresses
into the future.

I truly hope you will join me in
voting for Sara, Michael, and Sean
in the June 5 Democratic Primary
in Garwood.

Mike Ferrara
Garwood

Michael Ince and Sean Benoit for
Council on June 5. Please vote
Column D to allow this team’s
enthusiasm to move Garwood
ahead!

Robin Ince
Garwood

Politicians Making Irrational
And Unsubstantiated Statements

This is – for me – a short letter
about what I see as a total lack of
rationality and reasonableness on
two Garwood issues.

The first is Michael Ince’s rheto-

ric on the Lombardo-Guerrero-
Kearney campaign promise to
undertake a management study
of our “beloved Department of

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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CRANFORD
Tuesday, May 1, Gerardo

Quaglietta, 44, of Springfield was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of hypodermic needles
and possession of drug para-
phernalia after police stopped a
2008 Cadillac on North Avenue
East near John Street for an in-
spection violation. He was pro-
cessed and provided with a mu-
nicipal court appearance date.
Additionally, he was issued mo-
tor vehicle summonses for no
inspection sticker and failure to
have a valid driver’s license in his
possession.

Tuesday, May 1, Justine
Mattioli, 32, of Keyport was ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous
substance, possession of pre-
scription legend drugs, posses-
sion of a hypodermic syringe and
possession of paraphernalia af-
ter police stopped a 2002 Infiniti
at the intersection of Centennial
Avenue and Cranford Hall for fail-
ing to maintain their lane. Fol-
lowing an investigation at the
scene, police arrested the driver,
Mattioli, for suspected prescrip-
tion legend drugs, heroin, crack-
cocaine and a hypodermic needle
located inside the vehicle. She
was processed and released
pending a state Superior Court
appearance date. Additionally,
she was issued motor vehicle
summonses for careless driving
and driving with a suspended
license.

GARWOOD
Wednesday, April 25, Roche N.

Ladolf, 31, of Roselle and Joseph
M. Lopez, 29, of Garwood were
arrested and charged for pos-
session of a controlled danger-
ous substance (CDS) after a resi-
dent on Second Avenue reported
that there were two unwanted
individuals walking around her
property. Police responded and
found Lopez and Landolf in front
of the caller’s home. While inter-
viewing the two men Landolf was

found to have outstanding war-
rants from multiple jurisdictions
totaling $4,420. While placing
Landolf under arrest for the war-
rants it was determined that the
backpack that Lopez was carry-
ing was actually the possession
of Roche. A check of the bag
incident to arrest found multiple
small bundles of marijuana and
six prescription Xanax pills. Both
individuals were placed under
arrest and transported to head-
quarters. Both individuals were
issued several complaints includ-
ing possession of marijuana un-
der 50 grams and possession of
prescription drugs without a law-
ful prescription. Lopez was re-
leased pending his court date.
Landolf was transported to
Roselle Police Department on the
outstanding warrants.

Saturday, April 28, Gabriel Cruz,
43, of Garwood was arrested and
charged with driving under the
influence (DUI) after police re-
sponded to Cedar Street on a
report of a motor-vehicle crash.
While investigating the incident
officers determined that the op-
erator of one of the vehicle was
impaired. Cruz was taken into
custody and transported to head-
quarters, where he submitted to
a breath test which resulted in a
reading of 0.00 percent BAC.
Further investigation found the
operator of the vehicle under the
influence of a narcotic analgesic.
Cruz was issued several sum-
mons including driving under the
influence of narcotics, careless
driving, driving with a suspended
license and unlicensed driver.
Cruz was released pending his
appearance date in municipal
court.

Sunday, April 29, Victor A.
Fernandes, 27, of Cranford was
arrested and charged with DUI
and possession of a CDS after
police responded to Fourth Av-
enue and Walnut Street for a
reported motor-vehicle crash.
On scene officers observed a
white Honda Civic, which had
struck a single-family home on
the corner. The officers on scene
conducted field sobriety tests of

the operator of the vehicle,
Fernandes, and determined that
he was operating his vehicle
while impaired. Fernandes was
taken into custody and trans-
ported to headquarters where
he submitted to a breath test,
which resulted in a reading of
0.00 percent BAC. Further in-
vestigation found the operator
of the vehicle under the influ-
ence of marijuana and prescrip-
tion medication. Fernandes was
issued several summons includ-
ing, driving under the influence
of narcotics, careless driving,
possession of marijuana under
50 grams, and possession of
prescription narcotics without a
prescription. Fernandes was re-
leased pending his date in mu-
nicipal court.

Sunday, April 29, Josue Rivera,
26, of Jamaica, N.Y. and Nauan
Smith, 21, of Brooklyn, N.Y.
were arrested and charged with
counterfeit currency after the
manager of CVS on North Av-
enue reported a person in his
store was attempting to make a
purchase with a counterfeit U.S.
$100 bill. When officers arrived
on scene they were directed by
the manager to a white Nissan
Altima, which the suspect was
observed entering. Officers ap-
proached the vehicle and found
it occupied by Rivera and Smith.
During the investigation the of-
ficers found counterfeit U.S. bills
in the vehicle totaling $1,410
as well as a small bag of mari-
juana on Rivera. A further search
of the vehicle found recently
purchased merchandise from
multiple locations believed to
be purchased with counterfeit
U.S. currency. Rivera and Smith
were arrested and transported
to headquarters where they
were processed and issued
multiple complaints including
counterfeiting, forgery, and
possession of marijuana under
50 grams. Both were released
pending a court date.

Bill Nierstedt Letter

Public Works (DPW)” in order to
determine and implement any
possible cost efficiency (tax) sav-
ings available. Before it is even
undertaken, Mr. Ince is making
totally irrational and unsubstan-
tiated statements about laying
off staff and privatizing garbage
pick-up. On what basis does he
make up such statements? It must
be a beautiful thing to know the
results of studies before they are
even undertaken.

Every Garwood citizen knows
the worth and value of our DPW.
They complete an incredible
amount of work, day in and day
out, in all seasons. I am proud to
say that I know most of the work-
ers personally as friends. As any-
body not new to Garwood deci-
sion making knows, our DPW is
subject to continual change. We
have a shared services agree-
ment with Fanwood for the su-
perintendent position amongst
other things. Most of the current
force has, or will be, retiring within
a five-year window and indeed
this may be the time to enhance
the workforce with workers who
have additional specialized skills
(if that is possible) so we do not
have to hire outside contractors
to perform work, thereby saving
money. I know that our DPW
workers have always been much
more than workers who pick up
our trash; they have always un-
dertaken more. It is unfortunate
how much of their time is spent
picking up garbage, while their
other skills have been restrained.
Our new athletic field requires
maintenance which has not pre-
viously been part of DPW respon-
sibilities; our newly restored
Hartmann Park must also be
maintained on a regular basis.
Now is the time for a responsible
governing body to undertake an
efficiency study to obtain expert
recommendations on proper staff-
ing, workloads, equipment pur-
chases, garbage reduction mea-
sures, increased recycling and

potential borough income, facil-
ity needs, and other concerns. To
dismiss a study and fabricate
doomsday results before one is
even undertaken shows irrespon-
sible management.

The second issue is the sudden
and unsubstantiated concerns
about air quality from work cur-
rently being undertaken, as well
as future work, at the Russo 1
(South Avenue) site. The extent
of the existing hidden on-site con-
tamination, that we citizens have
been living with as part of our
daily lives for many years, was
well documented at the public
meetings and Planning Board
hearings. It is the responsibility
of the developer, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency and the
Department of Environmental
Protection to ensure the cleanup
is conducted in the correct man-
ner with all public health and
safety precautions taken. The
Planning Board and the Redevel-
opment Plan adopted by Council
required this, and the Cranford
Building Division ensures that all
required agency permits are ob-
tained. According to the EPA
website, so far, the developer
has indeed obtained all neces-
sary permits and is proceeding as
required to remove asbestos. The
developer is required to request
future permits to proceed with
future ‘hand-pick’ demolition.
Meetings will be scheduled to
explain these steps to the public.

I know it is both our right and
duty as citizens to raise ques-
tions about our government, but
at some point, a person – even a
long time tree hugger like me –
has to accept that a developer is
acting in accordance with prop-
erly issued state and federal per-
mits on behalf of our public health
and safety.

Campaigns take place in what
some call ‘the silly season’, but I
urge everyone to at least try to
maintain some sense of rational
thought as we make our way
through it.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Probitas Verus Honos


