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Township Zoning Bd. Set To
Resume Cell Tower Hearing

Fanwood to Introduce Budget
May 21; Sewer Fee to Avg. $85

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil is expected to introduce the 2018
municipal budget at its next public
meeting on Monday, May 21, with a
public hearing in June. The increase
of the local tax portion of the budget
is expected to remain flat, Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Fred Tomkins told
resident Michael Lewis when asked
during public comment at Monday’s
agenda meeting.

The 2017 municipal budget had an
increase to the municipal tax levy of
2.42 percent. The average assessed
household had a tax increase of $61.45
in 2017.

This year’s taxes will not include
the sewerage use, which will be billed
separately to property owners in De-
cember 2018, Mr. Tomkins said. The
sewer fee is to be $85 on average and
will be based on the assessed valua-
tion of the property, according to Mr.
Tomkins.

The council adopted an ordinance
in a special meeting to pass an amend-
ment to the Land Use code pertaining
to affordable-housing development
fees. The amendment removes a sec-
tion pertaining to residential devel-
opment and replaces text that says a
person renovating and/or expanding
an existing family home, and expend-
ing 50 percent or less of the current
assessed value of such home in per-
forming such renovation and/or ex-
pansion shall be exempt from the
payment of a development fee.

At the next regular meeting, the
council has on its agenda to increase
the sewer connection fee to $1,000
for new residential properties, which
would be an increase from the $400
fee, Mr. Tomkins said.

The borough is in the midst of
forming an agreement with the
Plainfield Area Humane Society to
hire a humane law enforcement of-
ficer. This is a result of a bill passed
earlier this year that designates the
responsibility of pursuing animal cru-
elty cases to a county prosecutor ani-
mal cruelty task force in each county,
and a municipal humane law enforce-
ment officer appointed in each mu-
nicipality, instead of the private orga-
nization, the New Jersey Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(NJSPCA) as these cases were
handled previously. The NJSPCA was
accused by the State Commission on
Investigation of failing in its ability to
perform its tasks in animal-cruelty
cases, among a list of other viola-
tions. The borough has yet to negoti-
ate a fee for the use of the officer.

The bill says the duties of the mu-
nicipal humane law enforcement of-
ficer are to enforce, investigate and
sign complaints concerning any vio-
lation of the animal cruelty laws of
the state or ordinances of the munici-

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zon-
ing board of adjustment this week
resumed its hearing on an applica-
tion to build a 105-foot monopole,
with a five-foot-high lightning rod,
on a small piece of land located on
westbound Route 22 between a
rental truck agency and a small strip
mall.

Last September, the board re-
jected a similar application by T-
Mobile and Horvath Towers V, a
builder of cell towers. T-Mobile then
filed suit and a Union County judge
remanded the matter to the zoning
board, which held its first new hear-
ing on the application on April 26.
Horvath Towers V will build the
monopole and T-Mobile will then
lease space on the pole and install

nine antennas at the 100-foot level.
At the April hearing, a radio-fre-

quency engineer, an engineer and a
representative from Horvath testi-
fied. Several residents of the Donato
Circle condo development located
directly behind the site spoke out
against the application at that hear-
ing, with an initial complaint being
the perceived short notice with
which homeowners were notified
of the April 26 hearing.

Last year, residents mobilized for
several weeks in advance of the
September 2017 hearing, hired an
attorney to argue their case and
packed the hearing room by the
dozens. Last month, only about a
half dozen residents were in atten-
dance, but last week, notices were
distributed to all Donato Circle resi-

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
GOING BACK IN HISTORY...A groundbreaking ceremony was held on Saturday to officially mark the start of the exterior
restoration of the historic Frazee House in Scotch Plains. A total of  $700,000 of the $800,000 needed for the project has been raised
and work will begin this month. Mayor Al Amith and Township Manager/Union County Freeholder Alexander Mirabella,
members of the Scotch Plains Council and Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary members as well Freeholder Chairman Sergio Granados
and Freeholder Bruce Bergen attended the ceremony. Union County awarded $80,000  in grants towards the project.

Eatery to Close Two Days
If Unsat. Ratings Continue

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Sichuan Dynasty
owner Xinsong Yang, at Monday’s
Board of Health meeting, agreed to a
two-day establishment closure upon
any additional unsatisfactory or con-
ditionally satisfactory ratings within
the next year.

Principal health inspector Helen
Mendez said Sichuan Dynasty since
2015 has received two unsatisfactory
ratings and four conditionally satis-
factory ratings. Ms. Mendez said that

when a restaurant receives three less-
than-satisfactory inspection ratings
consecutively, “there must be a hear-
ing” to address the non-compliance.

Mr. Yang said Sichuan Dynasty,
located at 515 South Avenue, West, is
the “only authentic Chinese food cui-
sine in the area.” He said he wants to
comply with health standards, doing
everything possible to serve his “many
loyal customers.”

“If you successfully maintain com-
pliant health standards there will be
no penalty,” said health board mem-
ber Neal Snitow, addressing Mr.
Yang’s concerns with the financial
impact a two-day business closure
would incur.

“Yes. Yes. Tomorrow,” said Mr.
Yang, replying to the board’s request
for a reasonable timeline for when he
will become a “certified food han-
dler.” The certified food handler des-
ignation requires training and pass-
ing a test, Ms. Mendez said.

Mr. Yang said he has placed signs
outlining proper sanitary methods
throughout his kitchen reminding staff
how to clean their hands thoroughly.

Ms. Mendez said the restaurant’s
violations include food-contact sur-
faces not properly cleansed, food not
protected properly from contamina-
tion, and food in storage not pro-
tected from contamination.

“Food safety is most important for
the customer. We fry and only cook
food well. We never serve any food
raw or uncooked,” Mr. Yang said.

Ms. Mendez said Sichuan
Dynasty’s unsatisfactory rating was
the result of rodent droppings being
found in a basement where a food
storage container (a freezer) was
present.

Mr. Yang said the basement area is
now “very clean” as the staff is moni-
toring the basement area. He said an
exterminator is contracted monthly
to assist in rodent and insect preven-
tion.

Ms. Mendez explained that the first
unconditional satisfactory rating in-
volved a water blockage in the base-
ment that prevented proper sewage
disbursement.

Mr. Yang said the situation arose in
2015 and has been adequately ad-
dressed to not reoccur.

The board discussed vendor fees
for upcoming town events such as
FestiFall and the Farmers’ Markets.
Traditionally, a vendor seeking to set
up a table at either Spring Fling, which
took place on Sunday, or Festifall in
September would pay $75 per event,
Health Officer Megan Avallone said.

The board of health is offering ven-
dors an “annual-temporary license”

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
FANWOOD IS TREE CITY...Park Middle School students display the Tree City
USA at Fanwood’s delayed Arbor Day observance that occurred May 3 in
Carriage House Park off Watson Road. A beautiful day greeted the Fanwood
Shade Tree Commission, members of borough council and the Park Middle School
Environmental Club, who conducted an educational program on global warming
and tree mulching. For the 25th consecutive year, Fanwood was designated a Tree
City USA, a national program that recognize the value of trees. The event was
postponed from April 27 due to inclement weather.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
NEW PLACE FOR SENIORS...Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith and Municipal
Manager Al Mirabella met with senior citizens at the grand  opening of the new
Senior Café at the newly refurbished Shady Rest Clubhouse at the Scotch Hills
Country Club in Scotch Plains. They were joined by Parks and Recreation
Director D.J. Salvante, Scotch Plains Redevelopment Coordinator Tom Strowe,
Special Projects Coordinator Margaret Heisey, Executive Director of the Union
County Division on Aging, Fran Benson,  and Union County Manager Ed Oatman.
Some of the local residents that attended are Wells Perkins, Caroline Perkins and
Sue Chiaramonte. The lunches will be held every Tuesday from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m.  at the Shady Rest at Scotch Hills Country Club. For those  interested in
attending, please make your reservation by calling (908) 322-5151. Please see story
on  page 2.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch  Plains-Fanwood Times
HAVING A BLAST…These kids enjoy the rides at Sunday’s Spring Fling in
Downtown Westfield, the 23rd year the fair has been held. Sand art and  and many
different selections of food were also featured along with some 200 local mer-
chants.
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Garwood Residents Raise
Concerns Over Demolition

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Tempers flared and
voices were raised at the Tuesday
meeting of the Borough Council as
parents of Lincoln School students
and dozens of residents expressed
concerns regarding the possible im-
pact on public health from the ongo-
ing demolition of the abandoned
Casale property, which also is known
as the Russo I development property.

Mayor Charles Lombardo read a
prepared statement in which he ad-
vised that a town hall meeting will be
held on Wednesday, May 30, at 7
p.m., at Lincoln School. Representa-
tives from Russo Development and
their attorney, Christopher Minks, will
attend the meeting and answer ques-
tions from the public regarding the
environmental impact of the demoli-
tion project.

The mayor said the current climate
of fear, misinformation and pande-
monium must stop and reminded the
public that asbestos abatement and
all demolition activities are heavily
regulated and monitored by multiple
state and local agencies including the
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP). The mayor
noted that he has seen decades of
demolition and construction in the
community, including the ShopRite
on North Avenue and the Pointe and
Mews apartments, all of which were
built without the outrage and misin-
formation that has surrounded the
Russo project. He urged residents to
trust the process and reminded them
that all of their elected representa-
tives live in the community and would
never place the health of the residents
at risk. He concluded his remarks by
urging homeowners to trust their gov-
ernment to keep them safe and to

obtain accurate information from
government officials, and noted,
“There are many what ifs in life. Liv-
ing in Garwood should not be one of
them.”

Several members of the public
cheered and applauded after Coun-
cilwoman Ileen Cuccaro made a state-
ment in which she explained that resi-
dents’ concerns were justified, noting
that they have reported seeing Russo
employees in HazMat suits and other
protective equipment while the stu-
dents at Lincoln School, which is less
than 1,000 feet from the site, have no
protection from the large volumes of
dust. She outlined several steps which
she believes can be taken to improve
communication with the residents,
suggested posting warning signs at
the site, and proposed considering
the possible postponement of demo-
lition until late June when school is
out of session.

Councilman Joseph Sarno re-
minded those present that he serves
on the planning board, and based on
all of the data and documents that he
has reviewed, he is confident that the
environmental impact to the commu-
nity will be minimal and all of the
work which the Russo employees are
doing will comply with all applicable
regulations. He advised the public
that the next planning board meeting
will be held on Wednesday, May 23,
and urged all interested residents to
attend the meeting or, if they are un-
able to attend, to contact him directly.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Greg Ruggiero, a
father of four and a resident of Pine
Avenue, repeatedly ignored the
Mayor’s attempts to limit his presen-
tation to the allocated three minutes
and claimed that documents, which


