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Residents Object to Temp.
Hockey Rink at Gumbert

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Dozens of
homeowners worried about the im-
pact of the proposed construction of a
temporary seasonal ice rink on the
parking lot at Gumbert Park voiced
serious concerns at Monday night’s
recreation commission meeting over
potential traffic, parking and exces-
sive noise.

In response to an inquiry from a
resident of South Chestnut Street, the
commission advised that, to its knowl-
edge, no traffic or parking studies have
been done. The issue of bright lights,

bus parking and the environmental
impact of idling buses on air quality
have not yet been determined.
Homeowners in the impacted area also
raised concerns about the installation
of rows of portable toilets, the noise
from the chillers and compressors that
will operate 24 hours a day, seven days
a week, and the rink’s hours of opera-
tion, which will be from 3 p.m. to 10
p.m. on weekdays and 7 a.m. to 10
p.m. on weekends.

Several residents asked pointed
questions about how the town-owned
park, which is protected by the state
Green Acres program, can be turned
over to a private for profit company
and how the “privatization of public
property” was appropriate and consis-
tent with the town’s Green Team mis-
sion. Others expressed concern over a
perceived lack of transparency over
the terms and conditions of the pro-
posal and asked for assurances from
the commission that the public will be
kept informed.

Ken Anderson, the owner of Union
Sports Arena, has advised that the
facility would need to operate 50 hours
a week in order to be profitable and has
promised to make the facility avail-
able for public skating.

On behalf of Westfield Ice Hockey,
John McDevitt acknowledged that
Nomehegan Swim Club in Westfield
had refused to let its parking lot be
used for the temporary rink and re-

minded the public that the hockey rink
was to be a “trial” project and sug-
gested that concerns over noise, traffic
and safety could be addressed by the
Westfield Town Council.

In other business, Councilman
Michael Dardia advised that it was
still not possible to project when the
town’s Master Plan will be completed,
but that a planner will likely be hired
by the end of June. Recreation Direc-
tor Don Bogardus said registration for
the popular summer playground camp
program is ongoing. According to Mr.
Bogardus, as of May 7, 233 students
have registered for the summer play-
ground program and 134 of those reg-
istrations were done via the new online
system. In addition, after meeting with
Joseph Malanga, the principal of Wil-
son Elementary School, and resolving
his concerns over the overlapping play-
ground and extended-school-year pro-
gram, there will be a playground camp
at Wilson this summer.

Mr. Bogardus stated that automated
external defibrillators (AEDS) have
been installed at all of the parks and
fields. Commission members Peter
Echausse and Larry McDermott urged
the public to comply with the no-park-
ing rules at Tamaques Park. They ad-
vised on a recent weekend there were
more than 40 cars parked on the grass
at the park, which is a serious threat to
public safety and damaging to the
fields.

Eatery to Close Two Days
If Unsat. Ratings Continue
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Sichuan Dynasty
owner Xinsong Yang, at Monday’s
Board of Health meeting, agreed to a
two-day establishment closure upon any
additional unsatisfactory or condition-
ally satisfactory ratings within the next
year.

Principal health inspector Helen
Mendez said Sichuan Dynasty since
2015 has received two unsatisfactory
ratings and four conditionally satisfac-
tory ratings. Ms. Mendez said that when
a restaurant receives three less-than-
satisfactory inspection ratings consecu-
tively, “there must be a hearing” to
address the non-compliance.

Mr. Yang said Sichuan Dynasty, lo-
cated at 515 South Avenue, West, is the
“only authentic Chinese food cuisine in
the area.” He said he wants to comply
with health standards, doing everything
possible to serve his “many loyal cus-
tomers.”

“If you successfully maintain com-
pliant health standards there will be no
penalty,” said health board member
Neal Snitow, addressing Mr. Yang’s

concerns with the financial impact a
two-day business closure would incur.

“Yes. Yes. Tomorrow,” said Mr. Yang,
replying to the board’s request for a
reasonable timeline for when he will
become a “certified food handler.” The
certified food handler designation re-
quires training and passing a test, Ms.
Mendez said.

Mr. Yang said he has placed signs
outlining proper sanitary methods
throughout his kitchen reminding staff
how to clean their hands thoroughly.

Ms. Mendez said the restaurant’s
violations include food-contact surfaces
not properly cleansed, food not pro-
tected properly from contamination,
and food in storage not protected from
contamination.

“Food safety is most important for
the customer. We fry and only cook
food well. We never serve any food raw
or uncooked,” Mr. Yang said.

Ms. Mendez said Sichuan Dynasty’s
unsatisfactory rating was the result of
rodent droppings being found in a base-
ment where a food storage container (a
freezer) was present.
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
HAVING A BLAST…These kids enjoy the rides at Sunday’s Spring Fling in downtown Westfield, the 23rd year the fair has
been held. Activities such as sand art, plus many different selections of food, also were featured along with some 200 local
merchants.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MILES FOR MOMS...These runners compete in the Miles for Moms 5K in
Nomahegan Park in Cranford on Sunday morning. The event benefits the
Mothers’ Center of Central New Jersey, a 501(c)(3) non-profit.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
PIE IN THE FACE…What’s more fun at a street fair, like Sunday’s Spring Fling
in downtown Westfield, than an old-fashioned pie-eating contest? This one
features winner Nicole Warman, who beat other members of her family and
friends for bragging rights.

Westfield to Hire Consultant
Regarding Master Plan

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Town Planner
Donald Sammet stated at Monday’s
planning board meeting that the town’s
master plan drafting will be “unlike
any other master plan drafted.”
Westfield will solicit bids from con-
sulting firms that specialize in park-
ing consulting and planning consult-
ing. Mr. Sammet said Mayor Shelley
Brindle and the planning board have
decided the master plan drafting will
be a “significant public participation
process.”

A master plan is a long-term plan-
ning document providing a concep-
tual layout to guide a municipality’s

future growth and development. Mas-
ter planning involves interrelating
buildings, social settings and their
surrounding environments. A master
plan includes analysis, recommenda-
tions and proposals for a community’s
population, economy, housing, trans-
portation, community facilities and
land use. The plan is based on public
input, surveys, planning initiatives,
existing development, physical char-
acteristics and social and economic
conditions.

Mr. Sammet said a community fo-
rum will be available online allowing
public access to the eventual master
plan once it is completed. Mr. Sammet
said specifics on further public par-

ticipation have not been finalized,
but are considered top priority.

Mayor Brindle said that hiring a
parking consultant to assess parking
concerns as Westfield continues to
evolve is important and interrelated
to the master plan.

“All (master plan and parking) need
to be in concert. They may run paral-
lel as they are thought out. However,
they must be orchestrated in har-
mony,” Mayor Brindle said.

Planning Board member and
Westfield Historic Preservation Com-
mission liaison Michael LaPlace said
he is “glad the downtown” is a major
focus in the new master plan. Mr.
LaPlace said he wanted the planning
board to reflect the relevance historic
preservation has in Westfield’s fu-
ture.

Planning Board member and Coun-
cilwoman Linda Habgood said she
noticed the current master plan
“doesn’t say anything about historic
preservation.”

Mayor Brindle said she spoke with
leaders from other towns such as Sum-
mit who stated, regarding Summit’s
master plan, that “historic preserva-
tion is rolling through everything they
do.”

During the business portion of the
meeting, 570 Westfield Avenue, LLC
was unanimously approved to reno-
vate a first-floor addition to allow for
medical offices on the first and sec-
ond floors with a residential apart-
ment on the third floor.

Dr. Robert Panza said he owns and
operates 570 Westfield Avenue, LLC.
Dr. Panza said he wants to develop an
office where his daughter can operate
her own medical practice. The
applicant’s architect, Robert Algarin,
said the front porch will be rebuilt
and a building in the rear is beyond
repair. Mr. Algarin stated that removal
of the structure in the back will allow
for more office space.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
A SPRING TRADITION…Once again Sunday’s annual Spring Fling street fair
attracted thousands to downtown Westfield for the diverse selections of food,
musical entertainment and rides as well as local merchants.

Garwood Residents Raise
Concerns Over Demolition

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Tempers flared and
voices were raised at the Tuesday meet-
ing of the Borough Council as parents of
Lincoln School students and dozens of
residents expressed concerns regarding
the possible impact on public health
from the ongoing demolition of the aban-
doned Casale property, which also is
known as the Russo I development prop-
erty.

Mayor Charles Lombardo read a pre-
pared statement in which he advised that
a town hall meeting will be held on
Wednesday, May 30, at 7 p.m., at Lin-
coln School. Representatives from Russo
Development and their attorney, Chris-
topher Minks, will attend the meeting
and answer questions from the public
regarding the environmental impact of
the demolition project.

The mayor said the current climate of
fear, misinformation and pandemonium
must stop and reminded the public that
asbestos abatement and all demolition
activities are heavily regulated and moni-

tored by multiple state and local agen-
cies including the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(DEP). The mayor noted that he has seen
decades of demolition and construction
in the community, including the ShopRite
on North Avenue and the Pointe and
Mews apartments, all of which were
built without the outrage and misinfor-
mation that has surrounded the Russo
project. He urged residents to trust the
process and reminded them that all of
their elected representatives live in the
community and would never place the
health of the residents at risk. He con-
cluded his remarks by urging
homeowners to trust their government to
keep them safe and to obtain accurate
information from government officials,
and noted, “There are many what ifs in
life. Living in Garwood should not be
one of them.”

Several members of the public cheered
and applauded after Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro made a statement in which she
explained that residents’ concerns were
justified, noting that they have reported
seeing Russo employees in HazMat suits
and other protective equipment while
the students at Lincoln School, which is
less than 1,000 feet from the site, have no
protection from the large volumes of
dust. She outlined several steps which
she believes can be taken to improve
communication with the residents, sug-
gested posting warning signs at the site,
and proposed considering the possible
postponement of demolition until late
June when school is out of session.

Councilman Joseph Sarno reminded
those present that he serves on the plan-
ning board, and based on all of the data
and documents that he has reviewed, he
is confident that the environmental im-
pact to the community will be minimal
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Publisher’s Note
This week’s edition includes This

Is Westfield (46th Annual Edition).
It is mailed to every home in
Westfield, along with our subscrib-
ers in the many neighboring towns
and throughout the U.S. We hope
you enjoy this edition and become a
subscriber. Thank you to all who
made this possible.

Visit www.goleader.com to sub-
scribe, receive news briefs daily
when important things happen and
to access the archives of over 100
years. Please stay in touch.

Thank you,
Horace R. Corbin, Publisher
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