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THE JAMES WARD MANSION              
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Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Woman’s Club of Westfield
Announces Contest Winners
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

A Wrinkle in Time
Folds, Spindles and Doesn’t Exhilarate

2 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

I expected more from director
Ava DuVernay’s A Wrinkle in Time,
an adaptation of Madeleine
L’Engle’s 1962, adventure-fantasy
novel. The book has been touted by
a couple generations of youngsters,
including my own moppet, Erin,
who in retrospect adds that the
freaky ideas were also a bit terrify-
ing to a nine-year-old who hadn’t to
date “given that acid trip-type stuff
much thought.” Well, that’s gratify-
ing. But in any case, I saw my cri-
tiquing mission as a sort of com-
mand performance and wanted to
bring news of a nostalgic, era-cap-
turing event.

Alas, ‘twas not to be, and while
I’m only the messenger, I somehow
feel a bit of a failure. Oh, it’s not
quite as bad as promising a puppy
that never materializes or skipping
a dance recital…Heaven forbid,
which is probably where Muffin,
the delivered Yorkie, is now dining
on slippers Provençale. The sad fact
is that L’Engle’s once cutting edge
fable, a moralistic, science-oriented
vision of dimensions beyond Way
Out, isn’t stirringly transported into
our CGI-laden, take-it-for-granted
world of wholesale psychedelia.

Still, there’s no devaluing the
highminded aspirations of this story
about a dad who goes missing whilst
looking for other worlds and the
valiant daughter hell-bent on finding
and bringing him back to terra firma.
Ethical pronouncements spill from
its seams, which would seem a bit
much in more virtuous times. How-
ever, with the land currently awash
in bad behavior and a tacitly official
policy of amorality suggesting that
not only shouldn’t one give a sucker
an even break, but that it is meritori-
ous to outright swindle him, the more
goody-two-shoes stuff the better.

This extra-added added dollop of
what it takes to be a mensch is all
about bravery, self-esteem, good
citizenship and caring for your fel-
low human beings not because it
makes good copy, but because that’s
what the gregarious nature of our
species requires. It keeps us from
slipping back into the muck and
mire of might makes right. Meg
Murry, the teen heroine here, epito-
mizes those qualities.

Played with likable credibility by
Storm Reid, Meg is the Jeanne d’Arc
of her peer group, commissioned by
the author not only to be a devoted
daughter, but to serve as a model of
female empowerment and, while
she’s at it, show how to invalidate
the mean girl who’s been bullying
her. Again, it’s another important
national issue addressed by the arts
if not by those we’ve elected to do
so. It’s praiseworthy in that light,
which makes the critic feel like a bit
of an ogre for nonetheless submit-
ting a negative appraisal.

In defense, you can’t give the
heart surgeon who repeatedly leaves
instruments in his patients a pass
just because he always brings do-
nuts to the operating room. The art
of teaching life’s lessons to chil-
dren through film requires much
more than an iteration of what good
parents and dedicated teachers
should be inculcating ad nauseam.
Kids prefer to get their attitudes
from colleagues and infatuating
media creations that make it feel as
if the ideas are their own. Pretty as
it is, “A Wrinkle in Time” is any-
thing but subtle.

Making things tougher, I also feel
like I’m letting Oprah down. She
valorously tries to channel her hu-
manitarian conviction into the role
of Mrs. Which, an honest, female
antithesis of Frank Morgan’s Wiz-
ard of Oz. However, the obviously
heartfelt portrayal comes off more

preachy than life changing. Reese
Witherspoon and Mindy Kaling as
her supernatural acolytes, Mrs.
Whatsit and Mrs. Who, respectively,
are equally ineffective.

Insofar as the plot itself, the
screenplay adapted by Jennifer Lee
and Jeff Stockwell, though afforded
all the galaxies to explore, charts a
neo-”Alice in Wonderland,” follow-
the-dots style that, perhaps for fear
of being untrue to the source mate-
rial, fails to color outside the lines.
We hopscotch from dimension to
dimension, predictably alternating
encounters…good guys, bad guys,
good guys, ad infinitum.

While Meg faces these outside
challenges with true believer alac-
rity, the sudden bodysnatching by
evil forces of her genius younger
brother, Charles Wallace (Deric
McCabe), a precociously annoying
tyke, adds internal strife to the mix.
Rounding out the troika of space
and time travelers is Levi Miller’s
Calvin, Meg’s schoolmate who, pro-
viding the example that there’s good
folks of every stripe, is the popular
boy smitten with our heroic non-
conformist.

So all the elements are there. But
while not as bad, let us say, as a
botched attempt by Scotty to beam
you up, wherein your atoms and
molecules are unable to reunify, the
inability of all these positive par-
ticles to coalesce leaves parents in a
quandary: to take or not to take
Scarlett and Logan to see A Wrinkle
in Time? Of course if the urchins
insist, simply look at it as another
dance recital.

***
A Wrinkle in Time, rated PG, is a

Walt Disney Pictures release di-
rected by Ava DuVernay and stars
Storm Reid, Oprah Winfrey and
Reese Witherspoon. Running time:
109 minutes.

TROUBLE IN RIVER CITY...The Music Man, starring Ava Ferentinos and
Matthew Zatorsky will be performed at Hillside Avenue School on Friday, March
23 at 7 p.m. and Saturday, March 24 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Westfield Native Wins
Washoku World Challenge

Play Reading Planned
At Cranford Library

WESTFIELD – The Woman’s
Club of Westfield has announced the
winners of its 2018 poetry and short
story contest.

The winners for Poetry are:
Veda Sapru  for her poem, “The

Nightime Routine.”
Veda is the daughter
of Nitin and Melissa
Sapru and attends Kin-
dergarten at Lincoln
Elementary School in
Westfield.

Tessa Srebnik for
her poem, “If I Could
Give A

Gift To You.” Tessa is
the daughter of Amy
and Lee Srebnik and is
a fifth grade student  at
Wilson Elementary
School in Westfield.

Shirzad
Mustafa
for his
p o e m , ” R e f u g e e . ”
Shirzad  is the son of
Ishrat Taleb and
Shahed Mustafa and is
a n
e i g h t h
g r a d e

student at Edison In-
termediate School in
Westfield.

The winners for
Short Story are:

Anish Iyer for his
short story, “The Per-
fect Birthday Present.” Anish is the

son of Sumathy and Gopalan Iyer
and is a second grade student at
Tamaques Elementary
School in Westfield.

Chloe Spatz for her
short story, “Tutor
Trouble.”  Chloe is the
daughter of Sara and
Mark Spatz and is a

f o u r t h
g r a d e
s tuden t
a t
Tamaques Elementary
School in Westfield .

Sophia Vizzoni for
her short story,  "An
Endless Battle.” Sophia
is the daughter of

Margie and Anthony Vizzoni and is
a sixth grade student at Orange Av-
enue School in Cranford.

Nicole Boutsikaris
for her short story,
"The Meaning of Sun-
day.”  Nicole is the
daughter of Sandy and
Peter Boutsikaris and
is an 11th grade Stu-
dent at Westfield High
School in Westfield.

The ladies of th
Woman’s Club of
Westfield take great pleasure in con-
gratulating  these winning student
writers and their families for the won-
derful work that they submitted to
this contest and very much encour-
age the authors  to continue  their
writing.

WORLD CHAMPION CHEF...Westfield native David Israelow accepts the
award upon winning the Washoku World Challenge in Tokyo,Japan.

TOKYO, JAPAN – David Israelow,
son of Edward Israelow and Arlene
Gardner, of Westfield, won the
Washoku World Challenge, an inter-
national Japanese cuisine cooking
competition for non-Japanese chefs.
Sponsored by the Japanese govern-
ment, the competition was held on
February 13 and 14 in Tokyo. It be-
gan with 100 contestants from 23
countries.  Preliminary competitions
were held earlier in London, New
York, Los Angeles, Bangkok, Hong
Kong and Tokyo. Mr. Israelow, cur-
rently a resident of New York City,
won the New York competition. The
winners of the six qualifying compe-
titions were invited to Tokyo for the
final Washoku World Challenge.

Mr. Israelow is a 2004 graduate of
Westfield High School, Ithaca Col-
lege and the International Culinary
Center in New York City. He previ-

ously worked as a financial analyst
for J.P. Morgan and is also a yoga
instructor. Mr. Israelow was a chef at
Betony in New York City, Grouse
Mountain Grill in Beaver Creek, Colo-
rado, and Secret Suppers in Mumbai,
India. Most recently he worked at
Hawthorne Valley Farm in Ghent,
New York, and as a private chef in
New York City.

The judges for the Washoku World
Challenge selected Mr. Israelow “for
his sophisticated work reflecting tra-
ditional style and menu.”  In accept-
ing the award, Mr. Israelow noted
that “the challengers were well pre-
pared and skilled and the judges were
very demanding” and called it “an
amazing experience.” The event was
heavily covered by the Japanese press
and Mr. Israelow appeared on Japa-
nese television the morning after the
competition.

CRANFORD —The Theater
Project will present a staged, script-
in-hand reading of Leap of Faith, an
original play by Stephanie Griffin,
on Saturday, April 7 at 2:00 p.m. in
the Cranford Community Center.
Ms. Griffin, a member of the The-
ater Project’s playwrights group and
the Dramatists Guild, is an award-

winning playwright and screen-
writer whose work has been per-
formed in many theaters in the New
York metropolitan area. The
Cranford Community Center is lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue.

Headquartered at the Burgdorff
Center in Maplewood, The Theater
Project is an acclaimed professional
theater group and the winner of two
New Jersey Tony Awards. The pro-
gram is sponsored by the Friends of
the Cranford Public Library. Ad-
mission is free and all are welcome.
For information about the Cranford
Public Library, the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library, and other
upcoming events, visit the Cranford
Public Library page at
cranfordlibrary.org. For information
about The Theater Project, visit their
page at thetheaterproject.org.
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Spring Improv Classes
Enrolling at Dreamcatcher

SUMMIT – Dreamcatcher Reper-
tory Theatre, professional Theatre in
Residence at the Oakes Center in Sum-
mit, will offer an Open Level Improv
class for adults and teens beginning
Saturday, April 7.

Improv expert Lulu French will
teach the six-week Improv Comedy
for Teens and Adults class. Open to
both students who have taken Lulu’s
Level One class and beginners, the
class runs from April 7 through May
12 on Saturdays from 12 p.m. to 2
p.m. at MONDO, 426 Springfield
Avenue in Summit. Enrollment is also

open for the Summer sessions, when
both Level One and Level Two will
be offered.

Improv is a valuable skill for count-
less situations such as public speak-
ing, auditions and job interviews as
well. The cost for the class (six weeks)
is $210.

To register for the class or for infor-
mation on any of Dreamcatcher Rep-
ertory Theatre's programs, please visit
www.dreamcatcherrep.org or contact
Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre at
The Oakes Center, 120 Morris Av-
enue, Summit, (908) 514-9654.

CWC Currently Accepting
Scholarship Applications

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Woman’s Club (CWC) is currently
accepting applications for their
2018 Scholarship.

Cranford residents and graduat-
ing seniors who plan to continue
education at an accredited institute
of higher learning, and who has a
demonstrated commitment to com-
munity service are eligible.

An essay and at least one letter of

recommendation is required. De-
tails are in the application which
can be obtained at the Cranford
Library Reference Desk. Cranford
High School students can also pick
up appications in the guidance of-
fice.

The deadline for submission is
Monday, April 9. Applications
should be mailed to: CWC, P.O.
Box 403, Cranford, N.J. 07016.
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