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Prison Inmates Only Rights:
Three Hots And A Cot

Hemorrhaging Money Is Not
A Bright Economic Future Letters to the Editor

Anyone walking down the super-
market aisles must wonder if there are
any farms and fisheries left in the
United States.

No call here for or against protec-
tionism. Trade is a delicate complex
balancing act. Too much protection-
ism risks foreign retaliation. Too little
protectionism risks the economy.

The United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA), “the composi-
tion and pattern of U.S. agricultural
exports and imports shift to reflect
changes in trade policies, world popu-
lation, income and economic growth.
Other factors affecting U.S. agricul-
tural trade are global supplies and
prices, changes in exchange rates,
and government support for agricul-
ture.”

Very important topics given the
importance of agriculture to the
American economy.

People may argue about trade
policy, but the statistics on agricul-
tural imports should be a wake-up
call if America’s place as a major
food producer and exporter is to be
maintained.

The Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) reports 50 percent of the
fresh fruit, 20 percent of the fresh
vegetables, 80 percent of the sea-
food, and 15 percent of the American
food supply are imported.

USDA agricultural import changes
from 1999 to 2014 have been dra-
matic.

Live animals, $1,200,687,000
($3,011,180,000).

Meats, $3,258,946,000
($8,927,854,000).

Fish and shellfish, $8,597,849,000
($20,047,413,000)!

Dairy, $930,314,000
($1,843,763,000).

Vegetables, $3,631,585,000
($10,904,478,000).

Vegetable oils, $1,467,751,000
($7,598,981,000).

Fruits, $4,793,659
($14,843,198,000).

Cereals and bakery products,
$2,773,561,000 ($10,383,057,000).

Sweeteners and candy,
$1,593,678,000 ($4,492,365,000).

Olive oil, $350,03,000
($1,123,811,000).

Non-alcoholic beverages,
$230,246,000 ($2,236,999,000).

Tree nuts, $885,227,000
($2,825,317,000).

Tropical oils, $431,687,000
($2,139,603,000).

Sweeteners and candy,

$1,593,678,000 ($4,492,345,000).
All other edibles, $2,006,309,000

($9,415,740,000).
Increases in imports from these

leading countries from 1999 to 2014
have also been dramatic.

Fish and shellfish. China from
$430,732,000 ($2,856,198,000) In-
donesia $306,097,000
($1,886,085,000).

Vegetables. Mexico,
$1,606,686,000 ($5,441,752,000),
Peru $77,412,000 ($556,760,000).

Vegetable oils. Canada,
$252,454,000 ($1,621,411,000),
Malaysia, $175,491,000
($874,127,000).

Fruits. Mexico $972,679,000
($4,688,073,000) Chile
$591,836,000 ($1,643,426,000).

Dairy, New Zealand, $165,154,000
($344,500,000) Italy, $145,995,000
($3,084,870,000).

Cereals and bakery. Canada
$143,007,7000 ($5,094,119,000),
China, $1,353816,000
($2,341,525,000).

Red meats, fresh and frozen. Aus-
tralia $621,788,000
($2,651,454,000), New Zealand,
$417.858,000 ($1,163,344,000).

Sweeteners and candy, China,
$38,711,000 ($1,630,020,000),
Mexico $176,444,000
($1,393,091,000).

How can our farmers compete
when, according to United Nations,
minimal dollar wage rates are vastly
lower in Chile at 2, China .87, India,
.03, Indonesia, .48.

Higher labor costs doomed Hawai-
ian pineapple!

The United States is a net importer
of asparagus, cucumbers, garlic,
grapes, peppers, and tomatoes!

USDA, “About two-thirds of the
U.S. apple juice supply comes from
China...remarkable, considering that
its juice industry barely existed until
the early 1990s.”

How long before our farmers go
out of business?

The Congressional Research Ser-
vice reports the trade deficit “has
generally widened over time as growth
in imports has outpaced export
growth” because of “lower import
tariffs,” “increased competition from
low-cost or government-subsidized
production,” trade barriers against
U.S. exports, “counter-seasonal sup-
plies,” and “other market factors.”

There are no easy answers in trade
policy, but the fact remains that a
country that hemorrhages money for
imports cannot have a bright eco-
nomic future.

What matters is not being pro
Trump or anti Trump, Republican or
Democrat, conservative or liberal, but
what will benefit American trade
whether agricultural or manufactur-
ing!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

I must express my agreement with
your recent editorial entitled “New
Jersey Should Not Give Prison In-
mates The Right to Vote.”

When a crime is committed pun-
ishable by a prison sentence the guilty
party gives up the right to vote. The
only right they now have is to three
hots and a cot. I do not agree with
giving them voting rights while they
are incarcerated are on parole or pro-
bation. The sponsors of this legisla-
tion are very nice people and they
mean well, but are surely misguided.
Perhaps these ex-cons should have

their voting right restored after they
are on the outside again for three
years. If they get so much as a parking
ticket suspend this precious right again
for three years and so on.

I stand with Assemblyman Jay
Weber, R-Dist. 26, and am opposed
to allowing felons serving time the
right to vote. They have to earn it
upon their release by proving that
they are once again productive mem-
bers of our society.

John Quattrocchi
Clark

Will New Westfield Town Leaders
Be Big Spenders, Blow AAA Rating?
When the new administration took

over town government last fall, I pri-
vately remarked, “There goes the sur-
plus and our hard-earned AAA bond
rating.” Commendably, Mayor
Brindle has decided to give careful
review to $6.8 million proposed to be
spent on changing Tamaques Park
from a park to a recreational facility.
Unfortunately, an online article has
reported some less reassuring infor-
mation. Apparently, $4.2 million of
the $14.2 million current town sur-
plus is proposed to be spent in the
new municipal budget on investments
in the town, such as new public works
equipment. This includes $1 million
added at the last minute without the
prior knowledge of the Republicans
on the finance committee consider-
ing the budget.

The Internet article also quoted
Councilwoman Habgood as saying
that the town had generated more
than $4.2 million of additional sur-
plus during the course of 2017. This
one-year surplus is 10 percent of a
$43-million budget and a whopping
15 percent of the $28 million raised
by local property taxes. Many
Westfield residents will experience
an increase in federal taxes due to
limitations on the ability to deduct
state and local taxes. One wonders
why helping residents deal with this
situation through the novel idea (in

NJ) of cutting local taxes was appar-
ently not considered. Instead, an ap-
parently unneeded one-half percent
increase in municipal taxes is pro-
posed. That said, credit is due to
Town Administrator Jim Gildea and
his staff for this surplus and our bond
rating.

Before new leadership spends up
to $11 million, as described, shouldn’t
we step back and consider what are
the most important things that could
be done for the long term future of the
town? Perhaps our family is unique,
having been here for about 100 years.
However, if you care about Westfield,
not just as some place to receive a
transient benefit, a long-term perspec-
tive is what we should want from our
political leaders. Downtown Cranford
now appears to be more vibrant than
Westfield. Do we understand why? In
2004, 80 percent of residents voted
down a parking deck. Would one now
be a better use of surplus?

Are the Tamaques recreational fa-
cility and $4.2 million equipment
projects the ones of greatest value to
the future of Westfield?

Leadership is not measured by how
fast you spend a big pot of money, but
by how well you manage it.

Jeff Bash
Westfield

We Announce Our Candidacies For
Garwood Mayor And Council

Elections are about choices. This
June, the Democratic voters of
Garwood will have a choice about the
leadership, the direction, and the fu-
ture of our town. We are excited to
announce our candidacies – Council-
woman Sara Todisco is running for
mayor and is joined by Michael Ince
and Sean Benoit, who are running for
Council seats.

Garwood is at a watershed mo-
ment. In the next four years, our town
will need strong and active leader-
ship more than ever. Together, we
will embark on a period of significant
redevelopment which will require
active oversight of the demolition,
construction, and occupancy phases.
Additionally, for the first time in more
than 30 years, we will undergo a state-
mandated revaluation of every prop-
erty.

With these major events on the
horizon, Garwood needs a mayor that
will be a champion for the residents;
a person who meticulously combs
through every detail and anticipates
obstacles while articulating these chal-
lenges every step of the way.

Council President Jen Blumenstock
is in complete support of the Todisco-
Ince-Benoit ticket. She stated, “I’ve
seen Councilwoman Todisco’s lead-
ership on the Finance Committee first-
hand as she demonstrated her energy,
knowledge, and skills when it came
to the budget, which resulted in a
zero-dollar increase, the first time
this has occurred in over 17 years.
She also has taken the lead in negoti-
ating the terms of the town’s redevel-
opment projects and has fought hard
for the best deal possible for

Garwood.”
Councilman Marc Lazarow ech-

oed his support and shared, “Coun-
cilwoman Todisco has demonstrated
unsurpassed leadership during and
before my time on Council that has
contributed to the betterment of
Garwood and its residents. No one
works harder than Sara. She’s some-
one that inspires people to get in-
volved, like she did for me.”

Michael Ince is a retired FBI Spe-
cial Agent and former Clark Police
Officer. He expressed that he is, “Ea-
ger to serve the people of Garwood,”
and has “had a passion for this ever
since I ran for Sheriff in 2014, and I
look forward to spirited conversa-
tions about the issues.”

Sean Benoit is an attorney who
advocates for children with disabili-
ties. “I’m someone that gives voices
to the voiceless by profession, and I
will do the same for the residents, if
so honored to be elected to the Coun-
cil.” He added, “My wife and I chose
to raise our son here and we want
nothing, but the best for the future of
Garwood.”

Our team is eager to lay out our
vision and plan for how to move
Garwood forward in the right direc-
tion by involving its citizens, exercis-
ing fiscal responsibility, and being a
champion for Garwood’s values.

Please follow us on Facebook at
“Dems4Garwood” or at
www.Dems4Garwood.com.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco,
Mayoral Candidate (D)

Michael Ince, Council Candidate (D)
Sean Benoit, Council Candidate (D)
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INJURY LAW

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.jonbramnick.com

CALL

JON BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

908-322-7000
Jon M. Bramnick, Esq.

John C. Rodriguez, Esq.
Gary J. Grabas, Esq.

Jonathan P. Arnold, Esq.
Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.

Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.

Carl A. Salisbury, Esq.

Gavin Handwerker, Esq.
Brian J. Trembley, Esq.

Kelly A. Lynch, Esq.
Susan E. Kinsella, Esq.

Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Cristina Carreno, Esq.

Robert C. Rowbotham, II., Esq.

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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To my dear friends of Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
I only wish I could be with you at this wonderful breakfast given

to help restore my home. Love to you all, and thank you.
Aunt Betty Frazee

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
BENEFITING THE FRAZEE HOUSE!

PALM SUNDAY • March 25, 2018 • 8AM - 1PM
SCOTCH HILLS COUNTRY CLUB, 820 JERUSALEM ROAD, SCOTCH PLAINS

Pancakes, Eggs,

Ham, Turkey,

Sausage, Coffee,

Tea and Juice

$10 PER PERSON

Prize drawings
every

30 Minutes!!!!

SAVE THE FRAZEE HOUSE

crowdrise.com/savethefrazeehouse

Lance Statement on the
STOP School Violence Act

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Congress-
man Leonard Lance (R-7th) released
the following statement after the U.S.
House passed the STOP School Vio-
lence Act:

“Our students need to feel safe in
school and the bipartisan STOP School
Violence Act delivers to law enforce-
ment and school officials the exper-
tise, technology and funding needed
to identify and prevent threats.  Funds
from this legislation will go to training
and security measures for schools to

recognize warning signs and institute
reporting systems for potential threats.
Students must be better protected
against senseless violence.

“This is absolutely not the last word
on gun safety.  Bump stocks are being
outlawed, the Fix NICS bill I have
championed has now reached a bipar-
tisan super majority in the U.S. Senate
and the background check legislation
designed to close loopholes has over
200 co-sponsors.  I will continue to
fight for these common-sense issues.”Rep. Coleman Supports Students in Protests

EWING, NJ – Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th, NJ)
sent letters to principals and other school
administrators in New Jersey’s 12th
Congressional District urging support
and encouragement for students who
engage in protests and demonstrations
for gun violence prevention amid re-
ports that some New Jersey schools had
suspended or otherwise punished stu-
dents for their participation.

Students from several schools and
school districts in the 12th Congres-
sional District took part in National

Walkout Day, including:
Princeton Public Schools, Lawrence

High School, West Windsor-Plainsboro
High School South, Hopewell Valley
Central High School, Hightstown High
School, East Brunswick High School,
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

Rep. Coleman spoke in support of
gun violence prevention on the House
floor and joined Congressional col-
leagues in solidarity walk out on the
grounds of the U.S. Capitol, meeting
students from the capitol-area.


