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Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Sergio Granados, chair
sgranados@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Volunteers Make Westfield Rec.
Daddy-Daughter Dance Divine

The Right Thing for Westfield Parks,
Do It For Our Kids

Parkland Protest,
Dangerous Idea

It is outrageous that the schools
and governing bodies thought it was
a good idea to have thousands upon
thousands of children walk out of
school in protest against the sale of
automatic weapons, the second
amendment and the NRA.

Do you not realize that you are
putting these innocent children right
into the gun sights of some maniac
killer? Did you forget that 58 people
were murdered and 851 people were
wounded in Las Vegas in an open air
venue? Could you image with all those
children outdoors in open air venues?
The loss of life would be unspeak-
able.

Only by the grace of God, during
Wednesday’s demonstration there was
no one harmed. Do not think for a
single minute that there is not a de-
ranged psychopathic killer looking to
do harm if you chance to promote the
same style demonstration. It would
be impossible for the police to protect
these children.

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

Westfield Board of Health
Held a Meeting on March 5th

The Right Thing for Westfield Parks,
Don’t Fence Us Out

On behalf of the Westfield Recre-
ation Department, I would like to
take this opportunity to thank all those
who volunteered and participated in
our annual Daddy Daughter Dance
held Sunday, March 11 at The
Westwood. This annual event has
become tradition for over 18 years to
many Westfield residents. The de-
partment is thankful to over 540 dads
and daughters who came out to sup-
port this great event!

Participants enjoyed a father/
daughter professional portrait, brace-
let making, glitter tattoos, group photo
booth and dancing with our wonder-
ful DJ’s. We hope this annual event
continues to grow and receives the

continued support of our community.
The department acknowledges all

the special volunteers who took the
time to help the night of the event:
Anna Cuccaro, Isabella Cuccaro,
Grace Schipper, Lauren Harmer,
Joanne Colaneri, Amber Johnson,
Kathy Sanders, Don Bogardus and
Heather Ferratti. I honestly could not
have done it without all your help. It’s
wonderful to have such amazing vol-
unteers behind the scenes. I am al-
ready looking forward to next year!
Have a wonderful spring!

Linda Johnson
Program Coordinator
Westfield Recr. Dept.

Revisit the Decision to Delay
Tamaques Park Renovations.

After attending the Recreation
Commission and Town Council meet-
ings this past week, I came away
convinced that Mayor Brindle did
not meet with the members of the
recreation commission and the Greene
engineering firm, both of whom
worked tirelessly over the last few
years to plan and develop the renova-
tions for Tamaques Park.

The Mayor did not take the oppor-
tunity to listen and learn their reason-
ing for traffic pattern configurations
and their safety, increased parking
capacity, new ball fields and basket-
ball courts, the synthetic turf fields
and a functional athletic field build-
ing, among other changes. The asso-
ciated projected costs are also avail-
able for scrutiny to confirm due dili-
gence in delivering the best outcome

for the dollars.
It would have been the right thing

to do out of courtesy for the
commission’s dedicated work, and
the right thing to do for Westfield.
Such a meeting may have been able to
tweak and improve upon a very good
plan for our park — for us, and our
kids. Instead, Westfield falls victim
to “not invented here” action and the
arbitrary concerns to impede a very
worthy project.

The Mayor’s decision delays the
renovations for Tamaques Park for up
to two years or more and, impor-
tantly, leaves our kids playing on sub
par fields and parents journeying them
to other towns to play on turf fields.
Let’s do what’s right for Westfield
and our kids. Let’s revisit this deci-
sion.

Charles LaRosa
Westfield

Even though influenza (flu) has
peaked in our area it is still present
and the public is urged to continue to
take precautions. It is not too late to
get a flu inoculation; you, your fam-
ily, and your co-workers can benefit
if you get the vaccine. If you do
become ill please do not go to work or
send sick children to school as flu is
highly contagious.

The Board conducted a hearing for
a restaurant that had three condition-
ally satisfactory inspections in a row.
The Westfield Regional Health De-
partment reviewed the inspection
findings. The Board questioned the
representatives of the department and
the restaurant. The representatives of
the restaurant presented the changes
they have made to ensure compliance
with the sanitary code. The Board
accepted the statements and set con-
ditions, including potential closure
for up to two days, should a condi-
tional rating occur again within the
next year.

The Board reviewed the depart-
ment reports for January and Febru-
ary 2018. In January 34 inspections
were conducted. Twenty-two of the
inspections resulted in satisfactory
ratings while three were issued con-
ditionally satisfactory ratings, nine
walk-in inspections were conducted
that did not result in a rating change.
February saw 20 inspections: 15 re-
sulted in satisfactory ratings, two were
conditionally satisfactory, and two
walk-in inspects that resulting in no
ratings change.

From the public health nursing re-
ports for January and February: 15
schools and childcare centers were
audited for compliance with main-
taining proper immunization records.
For schools that were not 100 percent
in compliance, the public health nurse

provided educational information and
will conduct a reinspection to ensure
full compliance.

Lead investigations: one child re-
mains under evaluation for elevated
lead levels.

One disease outbreak investigation
was conducted: a Westfield couple
became ill after eating at a restaurant
in a neighboring town. One tested
positive for Shiga Toxin Producing
E.coli and was hospitalized; the pa-
tient has been discharged and is re-
covering at home. The restaurant in-
vestigation was referred to the neigh-
boring town, since it is not part of the
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment coverage area.

Overlook Medical Hospital is of-
fering glucose and blood pressure
screenings on the following Mon-
days from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.: March
19 and 26 and April 2, 9, 16, 23, and
30. These screenings will be held at
the Overlook Downtown Center lo-
cated at 357 Springfield Avenue in
Summit. Each of these screenings
requires pre-registration and there is
no fee. Call 1-800-247-9580 to reg-
ister.

Information on the Health
Department’s activities, including
child health clinics and vaccines for
adults, and other programs and ac-
tivities can be found on the Westfield
Regional Health Department
website at www.westfieldnj.gov/
health.

The next meeting of the Westfield
Board of Health will be on Monday,
April 2 at 5:30 p.m. in the Westfield
Municipal Building; the public is in-
vited to attend.

Thomas O’Neill, President
Westfield Board of Health

I was heartened to read that Mayor
Brindle and her new team wants to
consider the impact of “fields fenc-
ing” on the open nature of the park as
part of the postponement of the
Tamaques Park project. As the article
observed, over development can
change the open nature of a park into
a recreational facility – “...a change
that would require input from all the
park users, not just the field users.”

Over the years I have watched as
once pretty Gumbert Park has been

loaded up with more fencing, more
dugouts, a two-story stone field house,
giant blue (not even green) tarps on
the fencing and numerous commer-
cial billboards until the whole land-
scape has been overwhelmed with
sports development gone wild.
Tamaques looks like Gumbert once
did. Let’s be careful not to make the
same mistake over again.

Jess Gregory
Westfield

Listen to Trump, I
Don’t Think So

Last week Mr. Stephen Schoeman
was urging the readers to “listen to
President Trump.” The U.S. economy
started converting to a service
economy a very long time ago. The
service sector is 80 percent of the
economy and the manufacturing sec-
tor is 12 percent. We need to continue
to invest in technology to remain the
global leader. Raising tariffs on im-
ported goods is not the answer and
will ultimately harm the economy.

Listen to Trump on anything – I
don’t think so.

Morgan O’Brien
Westfield

Parkland Tragedy Has Spurred
Efforts to Combat Violence

It Is Time to Limit Payouts for
Lawsuits Against Government

Columbine...Sandy Hook...Virginia
Tech...Parkland... each tragedy over the past two
decades has sparked outrage, calls for change, and
anguished pleas that such acts of violence against
innocents never be allowed to happen again. Yet they
do happen again, over and over, as shocking new
headlines eclipse those of previous events.

Despite the many prior incidents, however, the
horrific attack last month at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla. — where a
former student slaughtered 17 pupils and staff mem-
bers — seems to have galvanized Americans more
than ever before in pursuit of effective action to
prevent future incidents. There truly seems to be a
collective outcry of “enough.”

The Parkland tragedy has prompted intense and
sustained dialogue among all sectors of society on
issues ranging from current gun laws to school
safety protocols and from mental health disorders
to greater awareness of potential threats to public
safety. Across the nation, students themselves have
become advocates for safe schools. Hundreds of
thousands staged 17-minute walkouts from their
schools March 14 in solidarity with the 17 who died
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas exactly one month
earlier, and this Saturday, students, families and
other concerned citizens will converge on the
nation’s capital in a “March For Our Lives.”

Our own communities have been part of this

momentum. Students from Westfield, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and other local high schools par-
ticipated in the national walkout last week. Since
the Parkland massacre, discussions on school
safety have taken center stage at municipal gov-
erning body and school board meetings within our
readership area, as parents and elected officials
have sought information about the safeguards in
place to avert the havoc and loss of life that have
occurred at so many schools.

Our school superintendents and law enforcement
representatives have described collaborative efforts
to maintain safe educational environments. Local
police are active at our schools and maintain regular
contact with school authorities, while the superin-
tendents have reported enhanced security measures
at school facilities. Discussions also have included
identifying suspicious behaviors and/or recognizing
troubled students in need of help.

We hope to see government on all levels, as well
as families and communities nationwide, remain
committed to the goal of averting violence in schools
and other venues. These events do not have a single
root cause, nor can they be stopped through a single
course of action. We should strive to gain greater
awareness of those factors that can ultimately lead to
violence, however, and use this knowledge as build-
ing blocks for preventing such tragedies in the
future.

The settlement of a discrimination lawsuit in
Middlesex County last week for $800,000 should be
of concern to all taxpayers. The lawsuit was filed by
two black sheriff’s officers who said they were the
subject of racial slurs by their superiors. They sued
the county over the treatment; they were awarded
$550,000 as part of a settlement reached with the
county as well as $250,000 for legal fees for the
officers’ attorney, nj.com reported. We don’t know
how much the case cost the county in its own legal
fees to defend.

In our view, in cases like this the superior officers
should face disciplinary action that could be suspen-
sion without pay and possibly even termination. But
when there are large monetary settlements it falls on
the backs of taxpayers. Counties, like all levels of
government, are insured, but wouldn’t a large settle-
ment result in a higher premium in the future from
the county’s insurance carrier? It also is our opinion
that any lawsuit against government should be pub-
lished as a legal advertisement in an official newspa-
per or on the Internet so the public is informed.

Linden last year agreed to pay two men $575,000
after they claimed a former Linden municipal judge
illegally deprived them of having a public defender,

causing them to spend 60 more days in jail than was
legally allowed, nj.com reported. Again, why not go
after the judge? Why do taxpayers have to be penal-
ized for the actions of incompetent officials?

Payouts against government should be, in our
estimation, limited to physical harm caused to an
individual by a government employee. One such
case occurred a few years ago when Union County
settled a lawsuit by the mother of a Cranford man,
William Parisio, 25, who claimed her son died as a
result of excessive force used by corrections offic-
ers at the county jail and that they failed to realize
Parisio had stopped breathing and delayed efforts
to resuscitate him. Parisio had been charged with
killing his 22-year-old girlfriend, a Warren resi-
dent, and was awaiting trial. The Union County
Medical Examiner determined Parisio died of car-
diac dysrhythmia. After the murder of his girl-
friend, his mother said her son had been using bath
salts — stimulants that cause severe psychotic
episodes.

We hope in the future that this type of payout
becomes rare and only when physical harm or death
to the victim occurs, not simply because of an
unpleasant work environment.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Lucifugous – Avoiding light; noc-

turnal
2. Griffe – The child of Negro and

mulatto
3. Sclerogenous – Becoming thick or

hard
4. Thanatophidia – Poisonous snakes

TID
1. A gentle tapping
2. To wash or clean
3. Tender; soft
4. To fuss or complain

THRUM
1. To cast aside; throw out
2. The row of thread ends left on a loom

when the web is cut off
3. To fill too full; pack tightly
4. In nautical usage, to strap about; to

fasten round
TERCEL

1. The male falcon
2. Paper or tapestry for a wall
3. A marble used to shoot with; it is

usually large and fancy
4. A large edible sea fish related to the

cod
SANSSOUCI

1. Without doubt; certainly
2. Hopeless; discouraged
3. Fish soup
4. Without cares or worries

www.goleader.com/help
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