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Experience  
       sophisticated
                          Senior Living

Introducing the Hathaway, just one of  
the spacious apartment home styles you’ll  
find at Lantern Hill, New Providence’s 
premier senior living community.

The Hathaway
This fabulously designed apartment home provides the perfect 
spaces for entertaining—including a modern kitchen, open  
concept living and dining area, and beautiful balcony or patio. 

Two bedroom, two bath 
with den and balcony/patio

To see even more stunning Lantern Hill floor plans,  
call 1-800-208-1976 to request your free brochure.

New Providence

LanternHillCommunity.com
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In 2018, give a gift
that keeps giving all year ...

a Leader/Times Gift Subscription !

Easily done online at:
www.goleader.com/form/subscribe_gift.htm

Or by Check, please cut out and mail this coupon.

Please send my gift subscription starting with the next issue.
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One Year ($36) • Two Years ($68) • Three Years ($99)

Renew GiftNew Gift

Your Tel: Your Email:

Recipient Email:Recipient Tel:

Zip Code:City: State:

Recipient Addr:

Recipient Name:

The Westfield Leader & The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES
PO Box 250, 251 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07091

Tel: 908-232-4407 • Fax: 908-232-0473

Online-only

Your Name:

Make check payable to The Westfield Leader

Each of  52 editions include community
happenings, regional sports, editorial
commentary, arts & entertainment,
educational matters, birth and wedding
announcements, local merchant and
classified Ads and the best local news
coverage around. It's a great way to
welcome a newcomer to the area or keep
an established resident in the know!

Thank You for Your Continued Support!

Freeholders’ Panel  Completes Budget Hearings
Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Todisco Announces
Bid for Garwood Mayor

Garwood Councilwoman Sara
Todisco has announced her candi-
dacy for mayor along with her run-
ning mates for borough council,
Michael Ince and Sean Benoit,  in the
June Primary Election.

Mr. Ince previously ran for Union
County sheriff as a Republican. Ms.
Todisco is expected to challenge Mayor
Charles Lombardo in the Primary. The
filing deadline for the Primary is 4 p.m.
on Monday, April 2.  (Please see cam-
paign letter on page 5.)

Weber Latest to Drop
Bid to On Lance in 7th

Linda Weber of Berkeley Heights is
the latest Democrat to withdraw from
the race in the June Primary Election
and the right to take on five-term 7th
District Republican Congressman
Leonard Lance in the fall, according
to nj.com. Former Assistant Secretary
of State in the Obama Administration,
Tom Malinowski, is now seen as the
front-runner in the race.

Ms. Weber made the decision after
losing the Union County Democratic
organization line on June Primary bal-
lots to Mr. Malinowski. Ms. Weber had
the party line in Somerset and Essex
counties, but 13 of Union County’s 21
municipalities are the 7th District.

“I will continue standing up for
progressive values and causes,” Ms.
Weber told nj.com. “I will continue
fighting for gun safety, stronger envi-
ronmental protections, a woman’s
right to choose, equal access to eco-
nomic opportunity, criminal justice
reform, LGBTQ [lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, transgender and queer] rights,
public education, and so much more.”

“Additionally, I will continue to
work hard to help flip the 7th District
and to elect more Democrats, and in
particular, more women,” she said.

Lisa Mandelblatt of Westfield and
Scott Salmon of Scotch Plains previ-
ously dropped out of the race and
endorsed Mr. Malinowski. That leaves
Goutam Jois of Summit, a lawyer and
businessman; social worker Peter
Jacob of Union and David Pringle of
Cranford, environmental advocate.

Kean Calls Murphy Budget
‘Irresponsible’ for Taxpayers
State Senate Mininority Leader

Tom Kean  Jr. (R-21st, Westfield)
issued the following statement in re-
sponse to Governor Phil Murphy’s
Budget Message today:

“Democrats are going full speed
ahead with a massive $2.7 billion

spending hike, an increase of nearly 8
percent. It’s irresponsible and it rep-
resents a bad value for taxpayers.
Proposing to increase income taxes
by nearly $800 million will only drive
more employers from the state. Fur-
ther, the Governor says raising taxes
on businesses by $110 million will
increase ‘the attractiveness of New
Jersey as a location for investment
and employment.’ He must be kid-
ding to suggest that will help us to
lure major employers like Amazon to
New Jersey.

“While Democrats want to say they
are only increasing taxes on million-
aires and corporations, the Governor’s
proposed $546 million sales tax in-
crease would hurt all New Jerseyans.
It’s beyond callous to say that New
Jerseyans will not feel the impact of
this change.”

Bramnick: Murphy Taking
New Jersey In Wrong Convention

Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) said he
was shocked to hear that Governor Phil
Murphy’s budget plans to begin a course
of higher taxes and new spending.

“Governor Murphy is taking New
Jersey in the wrong direction,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “This is going to force
more middle-class New Jerseyans to
flee the state. Now it is up to the
majority in the Legislature to stop this
plan. This is déjà vu all over again.”
Pallone Applauds Murphy’s Call

To Invest in New Jersey
Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-

6th, Long Branch) released the fol-
lowing statement on last week’s bud-
get speech by Governor Murphy.

“I continue to be impressed by
Governor Murphy’s strong leader-
ship and willingness to take on the
challenges facing our state. He has
already taken steps to make our state
more tolerant, fair and innovative in
his first months in office and today’s
speech shows his determination to
continue these efforts. I am espe-
cially encouraged by the Governor’s
commitment to education, including
his push for tuition free community
colleges and making four years insti-
tutions more affordable.

“Unlike President Trump, Gover-
nor Murphy follows through on his
promises on infrastructure and pro-
vides desperately needed funds for
NJ Transit. Whether it’s calling for
funding for women’s health, creating
a research center for gun violence
center, or much needed action on so
many other crucial issues...”

Preschool Official
Charged With Pulling

Knife at Students
COUNTY — An administrator at a

Plainfield preschool hhas been ac-
cused of disciplining two students by
brandishing a knife at them, acting
Union County Prosecutor Michael A.
Monahan announced last week.

Adetokunbo O. Akinnaso, 64, of
Sicklerville, Camden County, was
charged with two counts of cruelty or
neglect of children, a fourth-degree
offense.

A Special Victims Unit investiga-
tion into this matter was initiated by a
referral from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Children and Families Insti-
tutional Abuse Investigation Unit,
according to Union County Assistant
Prosecutor Scott Peterson, who is
prosecuting the case. The investiga-
tion revealed that after two 4-year-
old students were taken to Akinnaso’s
office for disciplinary reasons earlier
this year, she produced a knife and
threatened to harm them if they con-
tinued misbehaving, Mr. Peterson
said.

Neither child was injured. Akinnaso
surrendered to authorities on March
13 and was released on a summons
pending a first appearance in State
Superior Court.

Convictions on fourth-degree
criminal charges are commonly pun-
ishable by up to 18 months in state
prison, according to a press release
from the Prosecutor’s Office.

Did You Know?
The Union County Bureau of

Roads and Bridges filled and re-
paired in excess of 1,200 potholes on
county roads in 2017.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders’ Fiscal Affairs Com-
mittee has completed hearings with
department directors on the 2018
budget. The spending plan is ex-
pected to be introduced at the Free-
holders’ Thursday, April 19 meet-
ing with the public hearing and adop-
tion vote sometime in May depend-
ing on state approval, Director of
Finance Bibi Taylor said. The ex-
ecutive budget totaled
$489,019,322, of which
$363,468,155 would be raised in
taxes, $8.7 million over last year.

The panel heard from the Sheriff’s
Office, County Clerk, Department of
Public Works, Engineering and Fa-
cilities Management on March 13
and from the Prosecutor’s Office,
Department of Corrections, Board of
Elections and County Surrogate on
March 15.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said
her office brought in $44 million in
revenue in 2017, the best year the
office has had since 2007. Of that
amount $9,402,083 will be returned
to the county, up $678,000 over 2017.
In terms of spending, the clerk’s busi-
ness office budget for 2018 totals
$2,589,526, including $2,346,326 for
salaries. The budget is up $132,000
from last year.

In an effort to decrease overtime in
her office, Ms. Rajoppi has proposed
increasing two employees from 35-
hour to 37.5-hour weeks and another
employee from a 35-hour to a 40-
hour week.

“This will decrease overtime by
520 hours or save approximately
$27,600 in the first year of opera-
tion,” Ms. Rajoppi said in her budget
presentation.

The clerk’s election division has
proposed a budget of $1,301,052,
nearly flat from last year’s adopted
budget. Of that amount $148,700
is for salaries, the same as last
year.

First-year Sheriff Peter Corvelli’s
budget totals $19,691,778, of which
$18,502,750 is for salaries. The pro-
posed overtime budget is $703,490.
Sheriff Corvelli said the office will
resume its active shooter training. He
also said he wants to resume a sea-
sonal program for college-aged adults
to work in the sheriff’s office where
they can learn the many aspects of
law enforcement while earning col-
lege credits.

First Assistant Prosecutor Albert
Cernadas, Jr. said the Prosecutor’s
Office had another busy year in 2017
with nearly 4,300 cases booked and
33 resulting in adult trials, including
one that resulted in the conviction of

a Union man for murdering his girl-
friend, a Cranford woman, and dis-
membering her body. In another case,
a couple was convicted for beating
their toddler daughter to death.

Mr. Cernadas said the office’s goals
for 2018 include school-security pro-
tocols, gun violence mitigation and
the office’s continued response to
heroin and opioid abuse.

The prosecutor’s budget, at $24
million, is a half million over last
year, with Mr. Cernadas saying the
office is requesting two additional
victim advocates as well as an addi-
tional DNA lab analyst, for a total of
$141,000 in new salaries. He said the
additional victim advocates will put
Union County on par with the six
advocates that surrounding counties
have, as Union County currently has
four advocates. Salaries are proposed
at $22,377,643, up $437,731 over
last year’s budget.

Mr. Cernadas said the office has
between 18 and 20 staff vacancies
that will be filled this year, including
six or seven assistant prosecutors,
due to retirements over the past four
or five months.

Joseph Graziano, director of engi-
neering, public works and facilities
management, said the county will re-
surface 16 miles in 15 towns in 2018
and 23 miles in 2019 as funding from
the state’s Transportation Trust Fund
will be going up due to the increase in
the state gasoline tax. The engineer-
ing budget is $1.6 million, of which
almost $1.1 million is for salaries.
The facilities management budget is
$15.8 million with salaries of $7.2
million, overtime of $300,000 and
expenses of $8.2 million. The facili-
ties management budget includes six
new positions at $244,872. The pub-
lic works budget is $2.7 million, a
total of $2.5 million is for salaries
with another $150,000 listed for over-
time.

Ronald Charles, director of the
Department of Corrections, said cor-
rections, which operates the county
jail, reduced overtime by $1 million
in 2017 from the prior year and by
$1.8 million for 2016 and 2017 com-
bined. The department’s overtime was
$6.3 million in the 2017 budget with
$5.9 million requested in the 2018
spending plan.

“That’s (2017 overtime) the lowest
overtime has been since 2008,” Mr.
Charles said.

Freeholder Al Mirabella questioned
Mr. Charles as to why he has re-
quested $5.9 million in overtime while
last year’s actual expenditures for
overtime was $4.3 million. Mr.
Charles said 39 corrections officers
will be in required training at the
police academy this year for 13 weeks,

a void he will have to fill with other
officers through overtime. In addi-
tion, he said five housing units cur-
rently are closed, which also impacts
staffing.

“I know I will be looking at that
number (overtime) as I have for de-
cades,” Mr. Mirabella responded,
noting the board has budget con-
straints it is trying to address.

The department’s total budget this
year is $39.8 million, an increase of
$147,800. Salaries account for $25.3
million of the budget. The juvenile
detention center budget is $8,984,784,
an increase of $364,000 over last
year. Salaries account for $5,120,843.
Mr. Charles noted that Union County
receives $2 million from Hudson
County to send its juveniles to the
Union County detention center in
Linden.

During his presentation, Surrogate
James LaCorte announced that his
long-time deputy surrogate, Jo Ann
Schwab, is retiring and will be re-
placed by Shardi Badri, who cur-
rently works in the county manager’s
office and has served as the free-
holder clerk.

Mr. LaCorte said in 2017 the of-
fice received 8,000 phone calls and
served 5,500 clients. Mr. LaCorte’s
budget for 2018 is $1,119,964, which
is $54,537 over the amount that was
in the 2017 adopted budget. Salaries
projected for this year are
$1,077,744.

The Board of Elections budget is
$2,559,958, down slightly from last
year, with salaries amounting to
$1,269,958. Poll workers cost an-
other $770,000. Overtime is $40,000,
about half of what it is in a Presiden-
tial election year.

Board of Elections Administrator
Dennis Kobitz said the board plans
on replacing its voting machines,
which are 20 years old. He said 460
new machines will be bought from
one of two vendors who are being
interviewed. He said the new ma-
chines will have a paper trail as re-
quired by the state. Union County has
430 voting districts.

Mr. Kobitz said the board is look-
ing to either move elections out of
schools due to security issues or
have the schools close when elec-
tions are being held. He also said
the board would prefer if polling
places are located in school gymna-
siums, which have their own access
point.

Summit Offering
Unpaid Internships

SUMMIT – The City of Summit is
continuing its  unpaid college intern-
ship program for the 11th consecu-
tive year. Applications will be ac-
cepted beginning Tuesday, March 20
through Friday, April 13. Interviews
will be scheduled in beginning in late
April for selected applicants.

College students majoring in po-
litical science, public administration,
human resources management, fi-
nance, or marketing are encouraged
to apply for the program. Participants
will be able to add significant project
management experience to their re-
sumes.

 Interns are required to work a mini-
mum of 20 hours per week for four
weeks during the month of June. Re-
sumes should emailed to
pressoffice@cityofsummit.org.


