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Mayor Smith Touts School
And Gun Safety Efforts

‘Watcher’ House Subdivision
Appeal Decision Pending

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Union County
Presiding Superior Court Judge
Karen M. Cassidy on March 6 heard
Derek and Maria Broaddus’ appeal
of the Westfield Planning Board’s
ruling on subdividing their 657
Boulevard home. The location was
recognized in national media as the
“Watcher House” after threatening
letters arrived in 2014.

After purchasing the home in
2014, the Broadduses and their three
small children began receiving
threatening letters from someone
identifying as “The Watcher.” Fear-
ing for their safety, the family never
moved into the home.

At last week’s court hearing, the
couple’s attorney, Jim Foerst, said
the applicant’s contention is the
board was unreasonable to deny the
application.

The planning board denied the
application in January 2017, citing

preservation of Westfield’s Master
Plan guidelines, the neighborhood
character and 100-year-old maple
trees.

Originally, the application sought
a total of six land use variances to
subdivide the home in order to cre-
ate two separate homes and estab-
lish two new separate lots.

Mr. Foerst said the lot is the larg-
est in the neighborhood. He said
one-third of lots in the neighbor-
hood are more deficient in adhering
to the land use guidelines than the
proposed subdivision.

He said the lot is not historic and
has never been designated historic,
refuting the way it had been im-
properly presented to the planning
board.

“You must look at this as virgin
land,” said Mr. Foerst.

Mr. Foerst stated that the applica-
tion is about land subdivision and a
RS-10 zone and not a perspective

Freeholders Hire Law Firm
To Sue Pharma Over Opioids

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Alexander Smith said last week that
the township government is working
with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education on measures to
further improve school safety in the
wake of the mass shooting in Florida
last month.

At the township council’s confer-

ence meeting on March 6, the mayor
said a recent meeting with school
officials including Superintendent
Margaret Hayes, Ed.D., the police
chiefs of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
and officials from the two towns’ gov-
ernments had “started a dialogue” on
school safety issues. The discussions
focused on having “more of a pres-
ence in our schools,” the mayor said.
The mayor promised the township
government will assist the schools in
whatever ways it can.

Councilman John Del Sordi, Jr. said
he favored a police presence at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, saying
it was important that students and
their parents feel secure when they
arrive at the school each morning.

Mayor Smith also expressed his
support for two bills currently under
consideration in the State Legisla-
ture. One bill, A-2757, would require
background checks for private gun
sales. The other, A-1217, would au-
thorize gun violence-related restrain-
ing orders as well as firearms seizures
in certain instances. He also said he
was getting involved with the Sandy

Hook Promise group that was set up
by two parents whose young children
were killed in a 2012 mass shooting
in Connecticut. The group offers free
educational and training programs to
help students and adults recognize
potential troubled students and to
advocate for improved gun-safety
laws.

In other business, the council
awarded a contract not to exceed
$204,633 to Giordano Co. for
curbside recycling in 2018-2019. The
governing body also authorized an
agreement that will establish an es-
crow fund so that SP Reserve, a rede-
veloper, can receive and pay for pro-
fessional services from township pro-
fessionals as the company moves for-
ward on potentially developing the
Parker Gardens property into a hous-
ing development.

At its Tuesday, March 20 meeting,
the council will introduce the $25.4-
million municipal budget for 2018
that will contain no increase in ex-
penditures and no increase in the
municipal property-tax rate. The capi-

Courtesy of Jim and Gina Fawcett
A TOTAL LOSS...This 2017 Honda Pilot was lost during last Wednesday’s storm after a downed wire burned for two hours
before igniting the car. The Scotch Plains Fire Department arrived under dangerous conditions to prevent the fire’s spread
to the home at 867 Westfield Road.
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Courtesy of Andrea Riccardo
MY GUY AND ME...The annual Fanwood-Scotch Plains Brownie "My Guy and
Me" Dance was held at St. Bartholomew's this past Saturday.  Over 180 couples
danced the night away while enjoying snacks and ice cream.  The Girl Scouts also
collected food donations for the St. Bartholomew food pantry as part of a service
project for the dance.

Dominic A. Lagano for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SNOW SCENE...Raritan Road in Scotch Plains was closed due to downed trees
after last week’s snowstorm.

Planning Board Sends Downtown
Plan to Scotch Plains Council

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The planning
board on Monday voted to send to the
township council a plan to declare 45
properties in the downtown business
district as being in need of redevelop-
ment, a move intended to hasten the
start of the area’s revitalization.

A report by professional planner
Michael Mistretta evaluated 63 indi-
vidual properties in the downtown — a
19.2-acre area that includes lots on
Park Avenue between Grand Street and
the CVS property; Forest Road be-
tween Grand Street and Westfield Av-
enue; the CVS property and parking lot
along East Second Street; the property

between Front Street and East Second
Street that houses the municipal build-
ing and parking lot, the fire house and
several privately-owned buildings; and
the strip of privately-owned properties
on Westfield Avenue between Park
Avenue and Forest Road.

At a public hearing on Monday at-
tended by several dozen business and
property owners, Mr. Mistretta pre-
sented his report that concluded that 45
of 63 downtown properties — about 16
acres of the 19.2 acres in total — quali-
fied to be designated as an Area in Need
of Redevelopment. Such a designation
gives the local government much greater
control over redevelopment of those
properties in terms of size, design and
type of building. Seven of the 45 prop-
erties in Mr. Mistretta’s report are owned
by the township and account for just
over half of the 16 acres.

It is expected that downtown rede-
velopment efforts, including the build-
ing of affordable-housing units, will
start with the block bounded by Grand
Street, Bartle Avenue, Forest Road and
Park Avenue where the Scotch Plains
Public Library now sits as well as the lot
housing the municipal building, park-
ing lot and firehouse. Several business
and property owners spoke at Monday’s
two-hour hearing, but as Board Chair-
woman Paulette Coronato noted to The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, the tone
this week was “so different” from hear-
ings in earlier years when the township
council was establishing a Special Im-
provement District as part of revitaliza-
tion efforts. Those moves drew a good
deal of protests from downtown prop-
erty owners.

Mrs. Coronato credited a subcom-
mittee of the downtown redevelopment
committee with having met with busi-
ness and property owners to explain
Mr. Mistretta’s study in advance of
Monday’s hearing.
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board has hired a law
firm to try and recoup financial
losses resulting from the opioid
epidemic.

At last Thursday’s board meet-
ing, County Counsel Robert Barry
said the litigation will be “directed
at the pharmaceutical industry, the
manufacturers and the distributors.”

“It will address costs that have
been incurred by the county on a
variety of things, not only the Medi-
cal Examiner’s Office... but also the
costs since we are self-insured,”
said Mr. Barry, citing medications
“that have been abused by the over-
prescription of these drugs and the
costs of hospitalization.”

He said the main focus of the
lawsuit is “to ultimately get the phar-
maceutical industry and the distribu-
tors to stop their abuse of the nar-
cotic that has caused” the rising
increase in overdose deaths over
the last three years.

Department of Public Safety Di-
rector Andrew Moran said the num-
ber of cases coming through the
Medical Examiner’s Office “has in-
creased steadily over the last few
years,” mostly due to deaths caused
by opioids. He said the office re-
ported 63 deaths in the county were
caused by drug overdoses in 2015,
91 overdoses occurred in 2016, and
126 in 2017, “which is an increase
of 31 autopsies directly related to
the opioid epidemic,” Mr. Moran
said.

“It’s a real struggle across the
country,” Mr. Moran said in noting
government budget constraints
caused by the epidemic.

Mr. Barry said The Keefe Law

Firm will be paid based on the
amount of money that is recovered
in damages. He said if the case winds
up in federal court the county “would
be one of a multitude of plaintiffs”
and the law firm would receive 25
percent of the monies recovered. If
the case winds up in state court the
firm would be paid on a sliding
scale starting at 33 percent on the
first $750,000 recovered, 30 per-
cent for the next $750,000 and 25
percent after that.

In other business, proponents of
mountain biking asked the board to
reconsider a plan, rejected by the
freeholders in 2017 in a 5-to-3 vote,
to remove mountain bike trails from
a proposed bike trails plan for the
Watchung Reservation.

Jamie Meiselman of Westfield, a
co-leader of the Union County chap-
ter of the Jersey Off Road Bicycle
Association (JORBA), said, “I truly
believe much of this controversy
could have been avoided if all stake-
holders in the Watchung Reserva-
tion were brought to the table in the
earlier planning stages to hear each
other’s concerns.

He said JORBA members have
been looking for alternative loca-
tions “for legal bike trails in Union
County.” He said JORBA would
like dialogue with the county, add-
ing that county parks and recreation
representatives have not returned
his calls.

“It’s time to revisit the issue of
legal bike trails,  whether at
Watchung (Reservation) or another
suitable location,” Mr. Meiselman
said.

Nancy Pilowar of Plainfield com-
mended the board for its 2017 vote
opposing the trails. “You were on

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STANDING TOGETHER...Approximately half of Westfield High School’s stu-
dent body walked out of school on Wednesday morning, along with students in
schools across the country, to take a stand for stricter gun laws following the mass
shooting in Parkland, Fla.


