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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Mayor Explains Decision to
Delay Upgrades to Tamaques

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Several dozen
Westfield residents attended
Monday’s recreation commission
meeting to express their concerns
over Mayor Shelley Brindle’s deci-
sion to delay the proposed upgrades
to the fields and buildings at
Tamaques Park.

Mayor Brindle explained the ra-
tionale behind the decision to post-
pone the project, which has been in
the planning stages for more than
two years. The mayor stated that
her goal was to have “bigger and

better” fields and that she under-
stood that the athletic community
needs lighted turf fields “sooner
rather than later.” Mayor Brindle
acknowledged that the community’s
frustration with the delay is under-
standable. A letter on the subject
from Mayor Bridle and the Demo-
cratic Council Members is on Page
10 of today’s The Westfield Leader.

According to Mayor Brindle,
“(we) need to take a beat” because
there is a new recreation director,
Don Bogardus, a new mayor, and a
new director of public works, Greg
O’Neil, all of whom are ultimately

responsible for the project, which
has an estimated cost of $6.8 mil-
lion. The mayor declared that there
must be a “holistic approach” in-
cluding the creation of a park mas-
ter plan that proactively plans for
growth.

Mayor Brindle stated that it was
not prudent to move forward with
the project until there has been a
full review of the impact on park-
ing, the size and cost of the pro-
posed new field house, and the im-
pact of the fields fencing on the
open nature of the park. According
to Mayor Brindle, lighted turf fields
would change the nature of
Tamaques from a park to a recre-
ation facility, a change that would
require input from all the park us-
ers, not just the field users. The
mayor repeatedly noted that her ad-
ministration and the town council
are committed to creating more
fields in Westfield and estimated
that the park master plan would take
approximately 12 to 14 months to
complete.

Former commission chairman,
Peter Echausse, made a lengthy pre-
sentation detailing the decision-
making process and the rationale
behind the plan to upgrade what
many residents have described as a
“tired park.” Mr. Echausse ex-
plained that no taxpayer funds have
been used on any park-related
projects, which are fully funded by
user fees. He also reminded the pub-
lic that even with new fields at
Tamaques there would still be a
shortage of playable fields in town
because of the lack of suitable avail-
able land. For example, he noted
that the facility across from Stop &
Shop on Elm Street is owned by the
board of education; the field on
Sycamore Street is too small for
organized sports use, and because

‘Watcher’ House Subdivision
Appeal Decision Pending

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Union County
Presiding Superior Court Judge Karen
M. Cassidy on March 6 heard Derek
and Maria Broaddus’ appeal of the
Westfield Planning Board’s ruling on
subdividing their 657 Boulevard
home. The location was recognized
in national media as the “Watcher
House” after threatening letters ar-
rived in 2014.

After purchasing the home in 2014,
the Broadduses and their three small
children began receiving threatening
letters from someone identifying as
“The Watcher.” Fearing for their
safety, the family never moved into
the home.

At last week’s court hearing, the
couple’s attorney, Jim Foerst, said the
applicant’s contention is the board
was unreasonable to deny the appli-
cation.

The planning board denied the ap-
plication in January 2017, citing pres-
ervation of Westfield’s Master Plan
guidelines, the neighborhood charac-
ter and 100-year-old maple trees.

Originally, the application sought a
total of six land use variances to sub-
divide the home in order to create two
separate homes and establish two new
separate lots.

Mr. Foerst said the lot is the largest
in the neighborhood. He said one-
third of lots in the neighborhood are
more deficient in adhering to the land
use guidelines than the proposed sub-
division.

He said the lot is not historic and
has never been designated historic,
refuting the way it had been improp-
erly presented to the planning board.

“You must look at this as virgin
land,” said Mr. Foerst.

Mr. Foerst stated that the applica-
tion is about land subdivision and a
RS-10 zone and not a perspective
about the house.

Mr. Foerst said the planning board
may have been impassioned to deny
the request because neighbors elic-
ited a response from the planning
board to act on their behalf.

“I don’t know if they acted non-
arbitrarily,” said Mr. Foerst.
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Congratulations 
to the 

Top Producers 
of the Month!

Joyce Taylor
Sales Associate
Top Listings

C. 908.313.1542

Sharon Steele
Sales Associate
Top Sales
C. 908.447.3579

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
KICKING OFF TOUR...A crowd of nearly 60 people filled the back room at
Kilkenny's and the hallway adjoining it in Cranford at Assemblyman Jon Bramnick's
(R-21st,  Westfield) Rally the Reasonable event on Monday.  See story on Page 2.

CENTENNIAL SALUTE...Youth & Family Counseling Service (YFCS) received
a proclamation from the Town of Westfield on its 100th anniversary during the
February 27 meeting of the governing body. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Mayor Shelley Brindle, YFCS Executive Director Carol Pedro and YFCS Board
of Trustees President Alex Williams.

Residents Object to Housing Plan;
Council Introduces 2018 Budget

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At the March 13
town council meeting dozens of
Westfield residents questioned the
governing body regarding the terms
of nine proposed ordinances related
to the town’s obligation to build
approximately 690 new housing
units.

Among the concerns expressed
by residents were the impact of the
new units on the town’s already
overburdened school system, in-
creased traffic congestion, parking

shortages, and a perceived lack of
transparency in the site selection
process. The town planner and the
consultant retained by the town pro-
vided a detailed overview of the
legal obligations under the Fair
Housing Laws and the terms of the
settlement and encouraged residents
to visit the town’s website where
they can find a Frequently Asked
Question document.

Residents in the area of Carleton
Road and Ross Place were particu-
larly vocal regarding the new zon-
ing overlays since theirs is the only
residential area impacted by the
plan. Several speakers were ap-
plauded by the crowd.

Parents of children at Jefferson
and McKinley Schools expressed
serious concerns regarding over-
crowding at the schools and many
homeowners in the area asked why
a homeowner who had failed to
maintain his properties appears to
have “out lawyered” the town and
obtained a windfall.

In response to the residents’ con-

cerns Town Administrator Jim
Gildea explained that, compared to
neighboring towns, Westfield has
negotiated a favorable resolution
and the court-approved settlement
will allow the town to avoid builder
remedy lawsuits that might result in
a large number of high-density units
being built.

Mayor Shelley Brindle asked the
public to consider using the term
“work force housing” rather than
affordable or low-income housing
since the target market for the new
units is teachers, civil servants, and
millennials.

During the conference portion of
the meeting council members re-
viewed the terms of the approxi-
mately $27-million preliminary
budget.

Councilwoman Linda Habgood,
chairwoman of the Finance Com-
mittee, provided a high-level over-
view of the budget creation pro-
cess, explaining that the committee
members conducted nine meetings
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
STANDING TOGETHER...Approximately half of Westfield High School’s stu-
dent body walked out of school on Wednesday morning along with students in
schools across the country to take a stand for stricter gun laws following the mass
shooting in Parkland, Fla.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A CALL TO ACTION...Westfield High School students staged a walk-out along with students across the nation on
Wednesday morning calling for stricter gun laws following the mass shooting in Parkland, Fla.

Garwood Discusses Shared
Services Agreement for DPW

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro proposed at
Tuesday’s borough council meet-
ing that the governing body con-
sider other possible Department of
Public Works (DPW) shared-ser-
vice agreements. Councilwoman
Jennifer Blumenstock, the streets
and roads sub-committee chair-
woman, said currently the borough
has a shared-service agreement with
Fanwood. Fanwood assists
Garwood with shade tree and street-
sweeping services.

Ms. Blumenstock said currently,
no other shared-service agreements
have been pursued or discussed,
nor have they been offered by other
municipalities.

“In the past three years no one has
brought this up,” Ms. Blumenstock
said.

Ms. Blumenstock said lack of in-
terest from council members in pur-
suing new agreements, coupled with
Fanwood’s reliable services, have
sidelined new agreement discus-
sions.

Councilman Richard McCormack
said he did not feel “comfortable”
approving an agreement he did not
have enough time to review.

“I don’t see a problem with some-
one reaching out,” said Mr.
McCormack, referring to any coun-
cil member researching alternative
agreements of their own volition.

Mr. McCormack said council
members were elected to find what
is “best for the community.”

Ms. Blumenstock said the pro-
cess to devise a new shared-ser-
vices agreement could take quite
sometime, questioning whose re-
sponsibility it would be for seeking

the new agreement.
“Put it on Joe Sarno,” said Coun-

cilman Joseph Sarno, saying he
would “actively look to see what
they (other townships) can do re-
garding possible advantageous pric-
ing for better or similar services.”

“Any individuals can do what they
want to do,” said Councilwoman
Sara Todisco, inviting an open op-
portunity and discussion towards
council research into the best agree-
ment for borough residents.

Upon an open agreement any
council member has been allowed
to seek alternative shared-service
agreements, presenting their find-
ings for council review.

Ms. Todisco questioned whether
if a town offers the same agreement
for $5,000 less than the current
agreement, it would immediately
quantify as holistically better for
the borough.

“I don’t want to see a new public
works superintendent every three
years,” Ms. Todisco said.

Ms. Todisco said constantly
changing agreements or breaking
current deals could lead to “burnt
bridges” or a lack of deal possibili-
ties in the future.

“I do not want the DPW to be-
come a political football,” Ms.
Blumenstock said.

Resident Albert Del Conte said
the DPW needs to return to the
manpower strength it once attained.

“Let’s get the DPW crew to where
it needs to be. It used to be a
workforce of 10,” Mr. Del Conte
said.

Mayor Charles Lombardo said the
council is questioning the contract,
not shared services conceptually.

“Lets go out and find a better


