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CRUSE SCORES 12 PTS. DRUBULIS 11 PTS, MUENCH 8 PTS

P-Burg Boys Top Raiders, 57-49,
In Sectional Hoops Quarterfinal

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball season came
to an end with a 57-49 loss to
Phillipsburg in the quarterfinal round
of the NJSIAA, North Jersey, Section
2, Group IV playoffs held on March 1
at Scotch Plains. The second-seeded
Raiders fell behind early, 10-2, and
struggled to stay close against a ver-
satile Stateliner team that played well
above their No. 7 seed. The Raiders
(20-7) trailed by as many as 20 points
midway through the third quarter be-
fore clawing their way back to within
six points in the final quarter.
Phillipsburg’s Chris Mann led all scor-
ers with 20 points, while teammate
Jermaine Knight chipped in with 17
points.

“We are fortunate enough to have a
lot of versatile players who can do
different things for us and do them all
well,” said Phillipsburg Head Coach
Jerry Lloyd. “We tried to limit Scotch
Plains in terms of transition points and
we did a good job of that. It is a credit
to their will and their coaching that
they were able to come back as they
did given that I really thought we took
away a lot of the things they like to do.”

The Raiders had no answer for the
inside/outside game of Mann nor for
the steady flow of 3-pointers the visi-
tors rained down on them early in the
game. The Raiders, who like to use
the long-range game as a weapon,
were instead under assault from the
Stateliners who buried five 3-point-
ers in the first quarter to build a 23-11
lead.

Meanwhile, the Raider offense was
struggling against an aggressive zone
that denied penetration by guards
Lamont Cruse and Tommy Drubulis
and challenged the outside shooters.
The Raiders were so out of sync of-
fensively that they could manage just
two baskets in the second quarter,
both 3-pointers, from Drubulis and
John Petris as they fell behind 31-17
at the half.

Phillipsburg (17-8) also did a great
job at limiting Raider transition bas-
kets. Scotch Plains-Fanwood, which
has developed a reputation as a ball
hawking group that excels at turning
steals into fast breaks, could get noth-
ing from that aspect of its game and
was instead, forced into a half court
set for most of its offensive chances.

“We wanted to run out in transition
against their zone,” said Raider Head
Coach Steve Siracusa. “We couldn’t
do it though because we weren’t get-
ting stops against them in the first
half. In the second half we started to
get a few more defensive stops and
we were able to turn up the pressure
on them.”

Trailing 39-19 with just over two
minutes remaining in the third quar-
ter, the Raiders were forced to play a
pressure style defense to get back into
the game. To their credit, the senior
heavy Raiders would not go down
without a fight and closed out the
third quarter on a 6-0 run to pull
within 39-25.

Cruse continued the rally by hitting
a 3-pointer 30 seconds into the fourth
quarter that cut the lead to 39-28.
Moments later, Ryan Muench con-
nected on a 3-pointer from the baseline
to pull them to within 10, at 41-31,
with 6:15 remaining. Phillipsburg was
forced to call time out in hopes of
quelling the Raider uprising.

“I think the Phillipsburg defense
was really good especially early in the
game,” said Muench. “They made the
court seem smaller but really, we just
weren’t hitting shots we normally
make in order to keep them from
getting out on us like that. It is disap-
pointing but we showed a lot of heart
in fighting back like we did.”

Phillipsburg inched the lead back
out to 47-34 with 4:30 left. But the
Raiders were not done and made their
last, best rally of the contest here. An
inside basket by Petris, followed by a
similar basket from Dwight Laylor
cut the deficit to 47-38 with 3:15
remaining. Then a baseline 3-pointer

from Drubulis made the score 47-41
with 2:55 still left to be played.

Then perhaps the key sequence of
the game occurred with the Raider
defense pressuring the inbounds pass.
Phillipsburg’s Jermaine Knight found
Mann racing downcourt and hit him
with a long pass in stride just beyond
Laylor’s outstretched fingertips. Mann
took the pass in stride at the foul line
and converted a layup that put the
Stateliners up 49-41.

The Raiders got to within seven
points when Drubulis drained another
3-pointer with one minute showing,
making it 54-47. An immediate Raider
foul sent P’burg’s Mann to the free
throw line. The West Point bound
senior missed both free throws but the
Raiders failed to score on the other
end. Cruse finished with 12 points,
while Drubulis added 11 points.
Muench chipped in with nine points
and Laylor scored eight points.

“We willed our way back into this
game tonight,” said Siracusa. “It has
pretty much been that way with this
group of seniors for the last three
years. They willed this program back
with toughness and heart.”

The victory sent Phillipsburg into a
semifinal round showdown against
perennial power and No. 6 seed Lin-
den. For Scotch Plains-Fanwood, a
team with nine seniors, including
Drubulis, Cruse, Laylor, Muench,
Petris and Jack Brady, the loss meant
an end to a campaign that saw the
Raiders achieve their second straight
winning season after years of sub
.500 results.

“It was very teary in that locker
room,” said Cruse. “We all worked
hard together in the off season. We
battled together to help bring this
program back to where it was before.
I love these guys. We’ll always have
each other’s backs for life.”
P-Burg 23   8   8 18 57
Sc Pl-Fanwood 11   6   8 24 49

DeVIZIO SCORES 15 POINTS, BURTON ROLLS IN 14 POINTS

Lady Raiders Thump Elizabeth
In NJ Section Basketball, 56-26

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Stefanie DeVizio scored 15
points and teammate Abbe-Gayle
Burton added 14 points to lead the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls basket-
ball team to a crushing, 56-26, victory
over Elizabeth in an NJSIAA North
Jersey, Section 2, Group IV first round
game played on February 27 in Scotch
Plains. The victory earned the No. 5
seed Raiders (15-10) a visit to border
rival and No. 4 seed Westfield for a
quarterfinal round match. The two
teams met earlier in the season with
Westfield winning, 43-33, in
Westfield.

Against Elizabeth, the Raiders took
command at the start of the contest,
roaring out to a 12-2 lead and finish-
ing the first quarter ahead 15-3. Bur-
ton scored six of the team’s first eight
points on a pair of inside baskets,
while converting two free throws.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood sank four of
four from the free throw line in the
first quarter while Elizabeth was 1-
for-6.

“I thought it was important that we
got out to a fast start,” said Burton, a
senior. “Whenever we come out show-
ing good energy at the beginning, we
tend to have good games. We were
good tonight but I know we can still
be even better.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood continued
to pour it on in the second quarter.
The Raider defense held Elizabeth to
just one field goal and three points
total in the quarter. DeVizio outscored
the visitors 6-3 in the quarter as Scotch
Plains-Fanwood went to the half with
a 23-6 lead.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood proved to
be the better team in all aspects of
play. The Raiders were more effi-
cient on offense, crashed the boards
with great success and got the better
of it in transition the entire night.
Burton, in particular, was highly ef-
fective, collecting eight rebounds to
go along with her 14 points. Senior
Nya Downing led the Lady Raiders

with nine boards.
“I think, today, especially Stef and

Brianna stepped up and hit big shots
for us,” said Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Head Coach Ryan McKenna. “Abbe-
Gayle Burton did a great job for us
rebounding and scoring. When teams
tend to focus on Nya Downing, it is
easy to forget just how good Burton
can be for us. She showed it today.”

With Downing and Burton domi-
nating the paint, the Raiders extended
to a 35-11 lead midway through the
third quarter, essentially ending the
contest from a competitive standpoint.
In the fourth quarter, the Raiders were
locked in and clicking on all cylin-
ders. Senior Brianna O’Brien began
to find her shot, while DeVizio con-
tinued to score. A DeVizio 3-pointer
followed by a baseline jumper from
O’Brien made it 52-25 with two min-
utes to play as Scotch Plains-Fanwood
closed out one of its finest perfor-
mances of the season.

Downing finished with eight
points, nine rebounds and four as-
sists for the Raiders, while freshman
Corinne Lyght added eight points,
three steals and three assists. Angel
Allen led Elizabeth with six points

and 12 rebounds.
It has been a nice season overall for

the Raiders as they look to rejoin the
ranks of top level teams in Union
County. The Raiders are safely above
.500 for the year, have secured a high
seed in the state tournament and have
beaten most of their competitors, while
remaining enthusiastic and energetic
throughout the campaign.

“We had a big win the other night
against Oak Knoll that went to double
overtime,” said McKenna. “We have
beaten every team in our division this
season, so that says something. I think
the team has gotten more and more
confident as the season has moved
forward.”

It is an observation that is shared by
McKenna’s players.

“The attitude this year is so much
more positive,” said DeVizio. “I think
we got it together much earlier in the
season and I think it is because of the
tough practices we had at the begin-
ning. I think we are a much tougher
team mentally right now than we have
been and I think we need that attitude
to have a chance to beat Westfield.”
Elizabeth   3   3   9 11 26
Sc Pl-Fanwood 15   8 16 17 56

Probitas Verus Honos

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

ANGELO QUERQUES

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks

Steps
Culture Stone

Water Proofing

Phone: 973-672-7599

Cell: 973-222-7335

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

GARCIA PAINTING CO. L.L.C.
PAINTING & DECORATION

P.O. Box 2013
Westfield, New Jersey, 07091

Residential & Commercial, Paper hanging
Power washing, Over 40 years experience

Member Professional painters

Call Anytime at: 908-233-7469
Luis Garcia General Management

J KANIA & SON LLC

FRENCH DRAINS & SUMP PUMPS

BRICK • BLOCK • CONCRETE

ALL TYPES OF

MASONRY REPAIRS

Lic# 13VH08638300

FREE ESTIMATES

908-247-0173

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

WINERY OUTLET

Take notice that Hopewell Valley Vine-
yards has applied to the Director of the
Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control for
a Winery Outlet license for the premises
situated at Farinolio, 121 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to the Director of the
Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control,
P.O. Box 087, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-
0087.

Hopewell Valley Vineyards
46 Yard Road

Pennington, New Jersey 08534
2 T - 3/1/18
& 3/8/18, The Leader Fee: $35.70

FSPY Week 12 Men’s 30+
Basketball League Results:

With the completion of Week 12
action, the regular season is in the
hopper. The playoff seedings are set,
and the eight teams of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains “Y” Men’s 30+ Basket-
ball League can now all dream of a
March Madness title run.

Droppin’ Dimes 54, Talkin’ Bout
Practice 50: In a mild surprise, the
Dimes, missing two of their key play-
ers, moved up to the 7th-seed with a
gutsy come-from-behind win over the
Practice team. Chris Mattina’s
halfcourt buzzer beater just before
the intermission was, perhaps, a har-
binger of things to come, as D.D.
clawed back from a double-digit defi-
cit in stanza two behind Eljay Aguillo
(25 pts, 11-12 FTs) and Mattina (13
pts, 6 rebs). Steve Lee (7) and Kevin
Gannon (6) bolstered the Dimes’ at-
tack. TBP, who finishes as the 4th-
seed, received balanced scoring and
board work from Joe DeGennaro (13
and 12), Scott Lowder (9 and 6),
Dave Berger (8 and 5), Mike Ruccio
(7 and 7), and Eric Halpin (6 and 6).

Run It Back! 59, Triples ‘n Dimes
52: R.I.B! snapped a three-game skid
thanks to their fabulous two Gregs –
Josephsen (28 pts, 4 treys) and Carder
(15 and 5), and will enter the post-
season as the 5th-seed, where they
will square off against TBP. Graham
Haskell and Mark Van Ostenbridge
each had 5 tallies for the victors.
TND, who will be without their lead-
ing scorer, Stephen Murray, the rest
of the way due to injury, was paced by
Rich Cobbinah’s near triple-double
(15-11-8). Doug Barker (14) and Tim
Gray (11) reached double-figures,
while veteran Ed DeFrancesco regis-
tered 9 for the eighth-seeded TND,
losers of seven straight.

Throwbacks 51, Basket Brawl-
ers 46: Two of the league’s most
prolific point-producers – the Brawl-
ers’ Warren Lowe and Throwbacks’
Jamal Berry – went mano-a-mano,
and it was Berry and his squad which
came out on top, thwarting B.B.’s six-
game win streak. Berry poured in 29
pts and grabbed 6 caroms, and Jason
Shann netted 14 for the top-seeded
team, whose only blemish of the year
was a Week 7 forfeiture. Lowe was
terrific in defeat (24 pts, 10-13 FG, 8
rebs) and was ably supported by Chris
Beaudry (10 and 7).

Team 8 54, Game Over 47: It was
game over for Game Over! The team
which never seems to have 8, gained
control early and never looked back,
spearheaded by Chris Burke (20 pts,
9 boards) and first-year sniper
Brendan Ryan (17 pts). “OG” Omar
Glover (8 and 5) and Frank Vallejo
(7) made solid contributions for the
6th-seed T8, who will face the Brawl-
ers when the madness begins. David
Ferreiro and Capt. Gavin Ford both
notched 12 markers, and Clay Torres
fashioned a double-double (11 and
10) for G.O., who earned the 2nd-
seed in spite of the loss, based on
tiebreak permutations. G.O. will tango
with the Dime Droppers when the Big
Dance gets underway.

FINAL FSPY 30+ STANDINGS:
TEAM W L
Throwbacks 11 1
Game Over   7 5
Basket Brawlers   7 5
Talkin’ Bout Practice   7 5
Run It Back!   5 7
Team 8   5 7
Droppin Dimes   3 9
Triples ‘n Dimes   3 9

WY 8U Devilfish Compete
At Swim Mini-Pentathlon

Over 20 of the youngest members
of the Westfield Area “Y” Swim Team
took part in the 8Under Mini-Pen-
tathlon meet hosted by the Summit
Area YMCA on February 25. Indi-
vidual event winners included Olivia
Constable (50-breast), Emma Crall
(25-fly, 100IM) and Jane Kavanagh
(25-free, 50-free, 25-back).

TOP 16 DEVILFISH:
100 IM: Olivia Constable (14th),

Mira Emany (12th), Alex Giangone
(11th), Ava Maloney (11th), Lidia
Wright (6th)

Butterfly: Luca Giacobbe (3rd 25
fly), Alex Giangone (4th 100 fly, 6th

50 fly), Elizabeth Ritter (13th 25 fly)
Backstroke: Ben Britain (2nd 25

back), Luca Giacobbe (7th 25 back),
James Kavanagh (15th 25 back), Jo-
seph Kiley (11th 25 back), Ava Maloney
(14th 50 back), Bridget Mulkeen (16th
25 back), Mia O’Reilly (15th 50 back),
Anna Victorino (11th 25 back), Emily
Williamson (7th 25 back)

Breaststroke: Ben Britain (2nd 25
breast), Olivia Constable (3rd 25
breast), Mira Emany (8th 50 breast),
Lila Griffith (9th 50 breast, 4th 100
breast), James Kavanagh (16th 50
breast), Bridget Mulkeen (14th 25
breast), Elizabeth Ritter (13th 25
breast), Anna Victorino (6th 25
breast), Elizabeth Williamson (9th 25
breast), Lidia Wright (6th 50 breast),
Ben Zhou (2nd 50 breast)

Freestyle: Emma Crall (3rd 50
free), Mira Emany (7th 25 free),
Kaylie Gao (2nd 25 free, 4th 50 free,
2nd 100 free), Luca Giacobbe (8th 25
free), Lila Griffith (6th 25 free), Jo-
seph Kiley (3rd 25 free, 7th 50 free),
Lidia Wright (4th 100 free, 8th 50
free), Ben Zhou (6th 50 free)

WF’s Hornstein Plays
In Ice All-Star Game
The first New Jersey Girls High

School All-Star Game for Ice Hockey
took place on March 3-4 in Newark at
Barnabas Health Hockey House. Ally
Hornstein (Captian) from Westfield
High School Girls Ice Hockey was asked
to play and was on winning team, 5-2.

The private and public high schools
each had a few players from their school
picked. Schools were Brick Memo-
rial, Brick Township, Chatham-
Madison,Colonial-Woodbridge,Hun,
Immaculate Heart, Jackson Liberty,
Lawrenceville, Kent Place,
Morristown-Beard, Newark East Side,
Oak Knoll, Paul VI, Pequannock,
Princeton Day, Princeton High, Pingry,
Randolph, Summit and Westfield.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GUARDING A STATELINER...Raider Tommy Drubulis, No. 4, guards against a Phillipsburg Stateliner in the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group IV Tournament in Scotch Plains on March 1. P-Burg stunned the Raiders, 57-49.


