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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SEEKING SEAT IN CONGRESS...7th Congressional District Democratic can-
didate Peter Jacob of Union takes a question from the audience during a forum last
Thurday night at the Cranford Community Center as fellow Democratic candi-
date Linda Weber of Berkeley Heights listens. Also seeking the party’s nomination
are Tom Malinowski of Rocky Hill, Goutam Jois of Summit and David Pringle of
Cranford. They are hoping to take on five-term Republican Congressman Leonard
Lance in the General Election in November. Other Republicans in the race are
Lindsay Christine Brown of Clark and Dr. Raafat Barsoom.

Scutari Elected Chair
Of County DEM Committee

Weber, Jacob Answer
Questions at Forum

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Two candidates
seeking the Democratic nomination
for Congress took part in a candidates
night last week and discussed a vari-
ety of issues including health care,
gun control, election strategy, the ef-
fects of special interest groups on the
political system and even local flood
control matters.

Linda Weber of Berkeley Heights
and Peter Jacob of Union spoke last
Thursday night at the Cranford Com-
munity Center as they gear up their
campaigns for their party’s nomina-
tion to oppose five-term Rep. Leonard
Lance (R), whose 7th District includes
Hunterdon County, parts of Essex
County, Morris County, Somerset
County, Union County and Warren
County.

Prompted by a question from a
Berkeley Heights resident, Ms. We-
ber vowed to push to repeal the re-
cently-enacted tax cut law, which she
called a “tax scam” that was “passed
to punish us.” She said the money
from the tax cuts should instead be
used in part to fully fund the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA).

Ms. Weber, who has worked in the
financial and technology areas, said she
has been “fighting all my life” to be-
come a successful female in corporate
America. “Our President’s biggest suc-
cess is bankruptcy,” she quipped.

Mr. Jacob, who ran against Rep.
Lance in 2016, is a community orga-
nizer and professional social worker.
He said last week that he has “al-
ready built coalitions to stop social
injustice and to assist those in need.”
He said the American health care
system is in need of an overhaul,
pointing in particular to senior citi-
zens, who often need to resort to
“cutting pills in half to afford their
medication.”

Americans spend $9,000 per capita
on health insurance annually, or $3
trillion per year in total, Mr. Jacob
said, a figure that is higher than more
than 30 other countries that are classi-
fied as fully economically developed.

He also decried financially-sophis-
ticated pharmaceutical companies that
purchase promising medications or
treatment rights only to then charge
consumers hundreds of percents to
purchase those drugs. “We need Medi-
care for all,” he stated, saying that
“only four companies (in New Jersey)
provide health insurance” through the
Affordable Care Act (AFT), often re-
ferred to as ObamaCare.

Ms. Weber said Medicare should
be offered on an exchange where citi-
zens can purchase a price-competi-
tive insurance vehicle. Medicare
would be a non-profit entity compet-
ing with for-profit insurance compa-
nies, she said. The price competition
offered by Medicare would then force
other insurance companies to drop
their costs for similar services, she
said.

Addressing other issues, Ms. We-

ber said it was problematic that New
Jersey gets back only 70 cents for
each dollar state residents pay in fed-
eral taxes. She said more federal
money must be available for local
environmental concerns, such as
flooding in Cranford. “We need a
Congressperson who will bring fund-
ing back,” she said.

Mr. Jacob said the $800 million he
claims is missing from the Superstorm
Sandy Relief Fund is an unresolved
issue and should not happen again.

Turning to the issue of gun con-
trol, which has risen to the top of the
national agenda in the days since the
Parkland, Fla.  school shooting, Ms.
Weber recalled witnessing the after-
math of a shooting in New York City
during the 1980s. “That was some-
thing that always stuck with me,” she
said. “What I saw as a 25-year-old is
not as bad as what children in
Parkland had to see,” Ms. Weber
said. Mr. Jacob said he was proud
that his National Rifle Association
(NRA) rating is an F, which means
he is very tough on gun regulations
and standards.

Both candidates spoke out against
big money interest in politics, calling
attention to the influence campaign
donations have on a legislator’s voting
decisions. “We need an amendment
[to the Constitution] saying corpora-
tions are not people,” Mr. Jacob said.
“Money is not speech.” He recalled
that two years ago in his General Elec-
tion race against Congressman Lance
he received 45 percent of the vote
despite Mr. Lance raising $2 million
more in campaign funds than he did.

“We engage people using alterna-
tive and cost-effective measures,” Mr.
Jacob said. Ms. Weber said her goal is
“to get rid of Leonard Lance, not raise
the most money.”

Also seeking the Democratic
nomination are Tom Malinowski of
Rocky Hill in Somerset County,
David Pringle of Cranford, and
Goutam Jois of Summit. Lisa
Mandelblatt of Westfield and Scott
Salmon of Scotch Plains have
dropped out of the race and have
endorsed Mr. Malinowski.

COUNTY — Members of the
Union County Democratic Commit-
tee on February 21 assembled in
Clark and elected State Senator Nick
Scutari (D-22nd, Linden), in a 412-
to-341 vote, over Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr to succeed Assem-
blyman Jerry Green (D-22nd,
Plainfield) as committee chairman.
Mr. Green’s unexpired term runs
until June of 2019.

“I first want to thank my longtime
friend, former Chairman Jerry
Green, for his years of service and
for his strong leadership of our party.
I wish him well as he continues his
recovery, and we all look forward to
his return to the Legislature,” Mr.
Scutari said in a statement.

 “I am deeply honored by the trust
and commitment placed in me by
my fellow Democratic committee
members throughout Union County,
and I am energized to lead our party
as we continue to grow and
strengthen. I plan on supporting
Democratic efforts in all 21 com-
munities, and I promise to be acces-
sible to our members and ready to
fight on behalf of our shared Demo-
cratic principles.

“This campaign for chairman was
not about me, but rather what kind

of party we want here in Union
County. As I said on Wednesday
night, (Fanwood) Mayor (Colleen)
Mahr should be commended for her
tough campaign as well as her will-
ingness to stay on as vice-chair.
[Twenty-eighteen] will be a critical
election year for our country and
our party, and I plan on ensuring
that the Union County Democrats
are united and prepared to lead in
that fight. As we build towards that
goal, I can assure you that our party
is strong and ready to work.”
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000413

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-040813-15

Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON
FKA THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE CERTIFICATEHOLDERS OF CWALT,
INC., ALTERNATIVE LOAN TRUST 2005-74T1,
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2005-74T1

VS.
Defendant: STEPHEN LEONARDIS;MARY

LEONARDIS, H/W; PNC BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
AMERICAN GENERAL FINANCE

Sale Date: 03/21/2018
Writ of Execution: 10/18/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Forty-
Five Thousand Nine Hundred Twenty-Six and
74/100*** $645,926.74.

The property to be sold is located in Town of
Westfield in the County of Union, and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as 134 Boynton Court,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Tax Lot No. 8, Block 5710.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 0.203 AC
Nearest Cross Street: Boynton Avenue.
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Sixty-Five Thou-

sand Seven Hundred Seventy-Three and 91/
100*** $665,773.91 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 406
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
4 T - 02/22, 03/01, 03/08
& 03/15/18 Fee: $204.00

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000077

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-009025-17

Plaintiff: CAPITAL ONE, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: ROBERT M. KATZ; AND CAROL

LEE KATZ, HIS WIFE; NICHOLAS LAGANELLA;
PARAMUS ASSOCIATES, LP; CURUO SCRAP
METAL; INC.; AND MICHAEL CURCIO

Sale Date: 03/07/2018
Writ of Execution: 12/07/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty-Four Thousand Seven Hundred Sixty-One
and 45/100*** $554,761.45.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Town of Westfield, County of Union, State of
New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 821
Bradford Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

TAX LOT # 31, BLOCK # 503.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Birch Avenue.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 124 X 125.
The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and

assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.

All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to as-
certain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Sixty-Eight Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Seventy-Eight and 13/100***
$568,878.13 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLETON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 02/08, 02/15, 02/22
& 03/01/18 Fee: $189.72

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000391

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-013508-17

Plaintiff: JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION

VS.
Defendant: LISA ALEXANDER; MARK R.

ALEXANDER; NEW LISBON DEVELOPMEN-
TAL CENTER; STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 03/21/2018
Writ of Execution: 12/27/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Twenty-Nine Thousand Five Hundred One and
65/100*** $329,501.65.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of FANWOOD, County of UNION, State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 124 SOUTH
AVENUE, FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023-
1553.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 1, BLOCK 80 on the
official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of FANWOOD.

Dimensions: 42.68 FEET X 123.46 FEET X 50
FEET X 116.68 FEET X 15.80 FEET.

Nearest Cross Street: FIFTH STREET
For sale information, please visit Auction.com

at www.auction.com or call (800) 280-2832
Website is not affiliated with Sheriff’s office.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Thirty-Eight
Thousand One Hundred One and 79/100***
$338,101.79 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 02/22, 03/01, 03/08
& 03/15/18 Fee: $206.04

Outreach Strategy Discussed
For Downtown Cranford
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Downtown Man-
agement Corporation (DMC) Board
President Anthony Durante led a pre-
sentation of the DMC, Thursday
night, at the community center that
details a five-year strategic plan for
the downtown.

“Change is happening and we want
to get out in front of it,” Mr. Durante
said.

The challenges, vision, goals, ob-
jectives, policies and outreach to the
community were outlined. The goals
were to empower government to
proactively plan for the future, make
investment decisions and implement
projects, provide parking that meets
the needs of existing and future uses,
prioritize safe and accessible active
mobility, and promote a vibrant
downtown environment.

The strategic committee that con-
tributed to this plan was made up of
DMC Director Kathleen Prunty and
DMC board members Mr. Durante,
Barry O’Donovan, Joe Colangelo,
Tom Connolly, Steve Needle,
Maureen Tinen, Dick Salway, Mike
Venditti and Jean Maisonneuve, who
was a board member but now holds a
seat on the township committee.

After the brief overview of the stra-
tegic plan, the audience was asked to
write comments and place a red sticker
or green sticker, denoting they either
agree to the idea or disagree with the
idea, on white poster boards hung
around the room. Some audience
members shouted, asking why they
could not ask questions or make com-
ments. The audience was told by the
DMC board that they could converse
with board members after the presen-
tation.

Addressing the mobility goal, strat-
egies suggested to promote foot traf-
fic to generate business included
amending the land development ordi-
nance to require minimum 15-foot
sidewalks for all new development in
the Special Improvement District
(SID), where currently the minimum
is set at 12 feet. Bike lanes and bike
racks also were suggested, as was
investigating pedestrian safety pilot
projects at some intersections.

Parking was another topic. The
DMC said one goal was to hire a firm
to conduct a parking study. The DMC
also suggested creating a parking ga-
rage as part of a development project
in the downtown, which would re-
place a surface parking lot, such as
the lot where the gazebo is located on

North Union and Springfield Avenues.
The DMC board also suggested the

township purchase parking lot 4 lo-
cated on South Avenue in front of the
train station that currently is used for
commuter permit parking. DMC
board member Mr. Needle told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that one idea
is to build a multi-story parking deck
with mixed-use development in front
of it. When asked if this would mean
losing or increasing permit parking,
Mr. Needle said there was not a plan
in place, and that it was just an idea.
But he went on to say that commuters
could use a car service such as Lyft or
Uber to drive them to and from the
train station, thereby extinguishing
the need for permit parking.

Hiring a township planner and a
grant writer were listed under the
goal to empower government in its
planning process, as well as evaluat-
ing current permit fees and establish-
ing building standards.

Creating a cultural arts committee,
allowing temporary “pop-up” busi-
nesses in vacant retail spaces, creat-
ing a playground or dog run, and
establishing a business attraction plan
were strategies to fulfill the goal for
promoting a vibrant downtown.

The poster, which had over a dozen
red dots and one green dot, also had a
comment that read the “current ga-
rage runs at a deficit of $500,000 per
year. No more garages.” Another note
read that increased parking and side-
walks equals more
flooding...Permeable pavement a
must!”

The DMC posters also included
space for ideas for improving the town-
ship. On the board attendees wrote
repaint the NJ Transit station wall, add
more trees downtown, dim the street
lights, pedestrian safety campaign,
better street signs, more road resurfac-
ing, more trash and recycle cans down-
town, erect a wall in front of the PSE&G
substation, encourage historic preser-
vation and preserve the historic feel of
the township. A couple of notes also
said the recent addition of a median on
North Avenue in front of the train
station is “unsafe.”

Once the DMC strategy is com-
plete it will be given to the township
committee for a vote and adoption of
the plan. The full plan can be viewed
at https://www.cranfordnj.org/down-
town-cranford.

City to Hold Meeting
On Redevel. Plan

SUMMIT – To begin its Broad Street
west redevelopment effort the City of
Summit will host a community meet-
ing on Wednesday, March 7, at 7 p.m.,
at St. Teresa of Avila Memorial Hall,
located at 306 Morris Avenue.

Members of the Summit commu-
nity are invited to participate in the
workshop meeting to learn about the
area between Broad Street and Mor-
ris Avenue, and Maple Street that has
been designated “an area in need of
redevelopment” by the planning
board. In addition to the public work-
shop meeting, the city will provide an
opportunity for interested citizens to
communicate feedback online begin-
ning March 7.

Acupuncturist Charged
In  Assault of Patient
SPRINGFIELD — A Springfield-

based acupuncturist has been arrested
and charged with sexually assaulting a
patient in his Morris Avenue office late
last year, acting Union County Prosecu-
tor Michael A. Monahan and Springfield
Police Chief John Cook jointly announced
Friday.

Edward Raskin, 55, of Chatham Town-
ship, Morris County, is charged with sec-
ond-degree sexual assault and fourth-de-
gree criminal sexual contact.

An investigation by the Prosecutor’s
Office’s Special Victims Unit and Spring-
field Police Department determined that
the adult victim was sexually assaulted
during a scheduled appointment at Spirit
Acupuncture on December 30, 2017, ac-
cording to Unit Supervisor and Assistant
Prosecutor Caroline Lawlor, who is pros-
ecuting the case. Raskin turned himself in
to police at Springfield Police Depart-
ment headquarters Thursday afternoon
before being taken to Union County jail
pending a first court appearance.

Raskin is also known to have an office
in New York City. Anyone with informa-
tion about his activities is being urged to
contact Springfield Detective Sergeant
James Mirabile at (973) 912-2242.

He faces five to 10 years in state prison
if convicted on the second degree charges,
according to the prosecutor’s office.


