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Planning Bd. OK’s Final
Site Plan for Casale Prop.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The planning
board last Wednesday unanimously
approved the South Avenue I
(Casale/Petro) redevelopment pre-
liminary site plan and final site plan.

The unanimous decision was ren-
dered after four hearings, including
testimony from Russo
Development’s architect, engineer
and planner. Final testimony was
heard from Russo planner Diogo
Santos with attorney Christopher
Minks.

“The process was a long, but col-
laborative process among all the
stakeholders in Garwood, includ-
ing the planning board, the govern-
ing body, the applicant, respective
professionals and members of the
public. To achieve what we are con-
fident will be a great result,” Mr.
Minks said.

Mr. Minks said the overall project
will redevelop the center of
Garwood and, in doing so, will
eliminate an “environmentally con-
strained abandoned industrial use.”
Mr. Minks said concessions were
made by both the developer and the
borough to achieve the 298 units in
the development, a reduction from
the original proposal of 315 units.

Board member Kathy Villaggio,
noting that work on the redevelop-
ment goes back to 2009, said the
process has been “a long road to
this point.”

“This development will be top
notch. It will be the premier devel-
opment in Union County,” Mrs.
Villaggio said.

Planning Board Chairman
Stephen Greet said the project is
“exciting, with a true benefit to
Garwood overall.”

“I’m glad the site plan approval is

nearly complete with all the nu-
ances ascribed by the planning
board. This project will be an over-
all positive for the borough,” Coun-
cilman and planning board liaison
Joseph Sarno said.

Board member Bill Nierstedt said
he wanted the possible increase in
school children from the develop-
ment to be addressed “officially on
record.”

Mr. Santos said more affordable-
housing units have a higher correla-
tion to more school children. He
said the 30 affordable units are pro-
jected to generate 21 additional
school-aged children. Mr. Minks
said the market rate units are ex-
pected to generate another six
school-aged children for a total of
27 school-aged children in the de-
velopment.

Mr. Minks noted that school-aged
children are in grades kindergarten
through grade 12. Garwood sends
its public-school teenagers to Arthur
L. Johnson High School in Clark.

Mr. Santos said as the develop-
ment is being designed as “a transit-
oriented development” it would not
be attractive for families.

Often developments built around
transit lines have produced less
school-aged children, stated Mr.
Santos, gauging his analysis in ex-
perience with previous Russo
projects and historical case studies.

Mr. Nierstedt said all residents
renting affordable units must have
proof of income and maintain the
income to continue to rent the unit.

Mr. Minks said the applicant has
not decided whether parking will be
included in the monthly rent cost or
whether it would be purchased ad-
ditionally.

“Be careful when charging for

Board of Ed., Parents Hear
Details on School Security

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Parents turned
out in force this week to hear what is
being done to keep their children safe
in the town’s public schools.

School security is a top priority in
Westfield, and the town is “at the top
of the curve” when it comes to imple-
menting security measures, a security
expert told a meeting room packed
with parents at Tuesday’s board of
education meeting.

Errol Brudner, of the security firm
Stone Gate Associates, said, “What
you see in some schools is compla-
cency, but you don’t see that in
Westfield. We are in two or three

hundred schools and Westfield is at
the top of the curve. They have one of
the best communication systems I
have seen.”

Board Secretary Dana Sullivan said
around $6 million had been spent on
improving security in Westfield over
the past few years, including cameras
and security alarms. The glass in both
internal and external doors was being
covered in a special film that would
prevent it from shattering if a bullet
was shot at it so a gunman could not
put his hand through to open the door.

Mr. Brudner said he did not want to
go into all the security changes that
had been made in Westfield because
it would defeat the purpose if the

general public knew what they were.
The security consultant, who has

spoken with responders from Colum-
bine and Virginia Tech and with the
superintendent from Sandy Hook,
Conn., said that locking doors and
delaying a gunman were key to keep-
ing children safe.

“If we observe that bad thing and it
is delayed at our door and it takes the
police two minutes to get here, the
bad thing never gets in our door,” he
said.

Mr. Brudner said that putting three
police officers in a school would pro-
vide three pairs of eyes looking at
things, which would not be enough to
see everything around the school.
However, awareness of what to look
for among teachers and administra-
tors would enable hundreds of eyes to
look at things and was better than
cameras.

“Something as simple as looking
out of the window and seeing some-
body dressed inappropriately for the
weather, concealing their face, carry-
ing something that they shouldn’t be
carrying towards one of our schools,
is enough for a teacher to tell the
principal to lock down the building,”
he said.

“The police are going to be at your
school in less than two minutes, pos-
sibly even less than that,” Mr. Brudner
said.

Situational awareness was impor-
tant, he added, as fire alarms had been
used to lure children outside in at
least two school shootings. A locked
classroom was often the safest place.

Other important methods of pre-
vention involved teachers and stu-
dents sharing information.

Teachers need to observe signs in
children and report small things to the
principal that might be pieces of a
jigsaw puzzle that could be put to-

Kristin McAliney for The Westfield Leader
A MADHOUSE...Union County Democrats check in at the registration table at
last Wednesday’s convention at Gran Centurions in Clark to elect a new commit-
tee chairman.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
END GUN VIOLENCE...Protestors of all ages march in front of Congressman Leonard Lance’s (R-7th) office on North
Avenue in Westfield last Wednesday seeking to end gun violence in the nation following the latest mass shooting in Parkland,
Fla.
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
RUNNING FOR CONGRESS...7th Congressional District Democratic candi-
dates Peter Jacob of Union and Linda Weber of Berkeley Heights participated in
a forum last Thurday night at the Cranford Community Center as John Salerno,
chairman of the Cranford Democratic Committee (standing) that sponsored the
event, looks on at right. Also seeking the party’s nomination are Tom Malinowski
of Somerset, Goutam Jois of Summit, and David Pringle of Cranford, all of whom
took part in a similar forum last month. Please see story on page 3.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
FIELDS NEEDED...Erik Elfstrum board member for the Lacrosse Club of
Westfield tells the Westfield Town Council on Tuesday night of the importance of
new turf fields for the club.

Delay With Field at Tamaques
Upsets Area Sports Leagues

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A preliminary
plan for two lighted turf fields pro-
posed at Tamaques Park is to be de-
layed so that the council can review
the entire park system “holistically”
in the town during its master plan
review process, Mayor Shelley
Brindle said Tuesday at the council’s
workshop session. “I’m hoping a bet-
ter solution will emerge,” she said.

“I completely agree we need
fields...I think we can think bigger,”

Mayor Brindle said.
Coaches from the Westfield base-

ball, lacrosse and soccer leagues
spoke at the town council meeting,
asking to not delay building the field.

Erik Elfstrum and Hugh McGuire
of the Lacrosse Club both came out to
ask for a new field, preferably a lit
turf field.

“I have been hearing about this for
four years,” Ray Gargiullo stated.

The new field was to be completed
in 2019, Councilman Mark LoGrippo
said.

The Lacrosse Club currently plays
on the Houlihan/Sid Fay Fields.

The master plan review is expected
to begin this May or June and take
about 12 months to complete, Mayor
Brindle said. Then the council would
prioritize the projects earmarked in
the master plan.

Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan
voiced her concerns that the building
of the field would end up being put off
three to five years if it gets delayed.
Mayor Brindle said she assumes it
would be delayed a year.

Also, Mayor Brindle said she would
like the public to have input into the
plan for a field. “You need people to
weigh in on what the tradeoffs are,”
Mayor Brindle said.

The mayor said that Recreation
Commission Chairman Gary Fox
agreed with her decision.

Councilman LoGrippo said he had

talked to some members of the recre-
ation commission who were upset
about reading an e-mail from the
mayor regarding the delay.

Councilman Frank Arena asked that
compromise be considered in the short
term.

During her update, Mayor Brindle
called attention to a new code review
subcommittee to assess the permit-
ting and application process to stream-
line the process.

Additionally, a media council has
been introduced made up of people
who live in the community who are in
the media industry and will volunteer
their time to create public service
announcements that showcase the
town. The council recently created a
Dine Out Westfield video, Mayor
Brindle said.

In response to the tragic school
shooting in Parkland, Fla., Mayor
Brindle said she and Town Adminis-
trator James Gildea met with Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret Dolan,
Ed.D., Board of Education President
Gretchan Ohlig and school officials
last week to coordinate enhanced
communication protocols between the
town, schools and police.

“Coordination and collaboration
amongst all entities of the town have
never been more critical than they are
today,” Mayor Brindle said.

Resident Tony LaPorta of North
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Security Issues Dominate
Cranford BOE Meeting

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Concerns were
raised at Monday’s board of educa-
tion meeting in response to the mass
school shooting that took place in
Parkland, Fla., on February 14.

The meeting began with a moment
of silence honoring the 17 lives that
were lost at Marjory Stoneman Dou-
glas High School.

Cranford Police Chief Ryan Greco,
who was present at the meeting, told
the board, “in light of the events that
happened in Parkland, Florida, we
wanted to make it a point to show our
faces at the meeting tonight.”

With two children in the district,
Chief Greco assured his audience, “I
understand the concerns of the par-
ents.”

Detective Sergeant Matthew
Nazzaro was present to speak to the
board members about security proto-
col taking place in the schools. He
said Cranford schools drill with their
local law enforcement when “not a lot
of schools” do that. He further ex-

plained that the schools in the district
must do two drills a month for each
month of the school year; one fire
drill and one security drill.

Security drills consist of two active
shooter drills, two lock-down drills,
two non-fire evacuations and two
bomb threat drills.

“As opposed to being reactive,
we’ve been very proactive,” Detec-
tive Nazzaro assured the board.

“We also just want to engage with
our kids,” Detective Nazzaro told the
board, making clear developing a re-
lationship with the youngest mem-
bers of the Cranford community was
as important as establishing open com-
munication with the parents, teachers
and administrators.

Cranford resident Caren Villarreal,
parent to two children in the district,
stood to address the board in regards
to the security issues being addressed.

Ms. Villarreal told the board the
three floating school resource offic-
ers working in the district, two of
which were present at the meeting,
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