
Page 4  Thursday, June 28, 2018 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $36 • Two-year – $68 • Three-year – $99
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood

TIMES   Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Christina M. Hinke
EDUCATION & ARTS

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Letters to
the Editor

The Madness Of Overdevelopment
And The Horror Stories

Your editorial in the June 21, 2018
edition of The Westfield Leader was
dead on regarding the overdevelop-
ment is not just single town issue but
regional. We must cast aside our home
rule mentality and start thinking out-
side the box (aka outside our bor-
ders). The affordable housing man-
dates affect 500 towns statewide. The
balance of cities unaffected by the
housing mandates are exempt based
on state aid, similar to the old “Abbot
District” funding. The horrible fact is
that these 60 cities actually do have
affordable housing numbers being
generated but since they are exempt,
these AH housing units get redistrib-
uted to the rest of the state’s towns.
That’s around 5,000 units redistrib-
uted. Does that make sense?

The present affordable housing
numbers, designated by an outside
legal firm, FSHC, that has no connec-
tion to the state, but for some illogical
reason is allowed by the state Legis-
lature to set policy on all the towns,
has placed affordable-housing num-
bers around 280,000 which one may
think is set in stone, but suddenly this
number is allowed by negotiations
and discounts comes down to 180,000.
One then wonders just where these
numbers are coming from. If you ask
your mayor and council, it is a near
guarantee that to a person, they can-
not answer. Some governing bodies
actually are quoted as saying they are
agreeing to their towns AH number
with a proverbial “knife to the throat.”
This is due to a Damocles Sword of a
“builder’s remedy lawsuit” that de-
velopers can unilaterally bring against
a town. All suits regarding affordable
housing have been lost by the towns.
This tells us something is amiss and
the process is totally one-sided.

If you drive around the state, basi-
cally all you will observe being built
is high-density residential projects.
This is all collateral to our AH hous-
ing mandates. The projects we en-
counter usually have only 15 to 25
percent AH units and the balance are
“market rate” units. One wonders why
we have to have four to six times
market rate units. This certainly does
not make sense in satisfying the small
amount of affordable units. The total
people, children and cars spilling out
into the towns and streets are over-
loading our infrastructures such as
road intersections, utilities, sewerage,
schools, government programs and
not just in the one town but in the
neighboring towns and those towns
next to them, etc, etc. It is a dynamic
that all towns are connected and thus
impacted by this problem, no town is
immune to this common overload.

We must understand there is defi-

nitely an “unaffordability” issue with
our housing stock and overall there is
nothing wrong with the number of
affordable units that are required state-
wide. But this whole process where
not a single town wins any lawsuit
they put forth, but instead caves into
the huge overdevelopment concept
based on suspect numbers in the first
place says something is definitely
wrong. To put the impacts in perspec-
tive: The 180,000 AH units when
combined with the market rate pro-
jected buildings will create a total of
nearly one million more housing stock
to be built by 2025 (seven years from
now!). NJ presently has 3.3 million
homes so that is a 30 percent increase
in statewide housing units. This mil-
lion housing units will conservatively
generate 1.5 million people statewide,
and increase the state population by
17 percent. There will be another 1.2
million automobiles driving our roads.
There could be anywhere from
150,000 to 300,000 more children in
our schools depending on the studies
at hand. We are already the densest
state in the nation. Developers are
cherry picking the best towns to build
in right now for best return on invest-
ment. That puts Union, Bergen, Mor-
ris Counties as their targets and thus
the reason you are seeing so much
building around this area.

There are two state assembly people
carrying the torch and traveling
around the area giving seminars on
what is wrong with this process. They
are Holly Schepisi of Bergen county
and Jon Bramnick of Union County.
If you get a chance attend or watch a
video on this issue. The latest is on the
Scotch Plains township website. There
is also a nascent grassroots citizen’s
campaign called “Citizens Improv-
ing Affordable Housing.” Their
Facebook page is “NJ-stop the mad-
ness (of overdevelopment).” Join to
actually read of the horror stories
many different towns’ residents are
facing around the state. Because it
has become a regional and statewide
issue, no town is immune to the im-
pact of traffic, pollution, and hous-
ing/population explosions. All may-
ors and councils should join in a pos-
sible moratorium resolution or a class
action lawsuit against the huge amount
of market rate units that piggyback
onto the small amount of affordable
housing units. Talk to each other and
come to consensus of direction.
Forego your isolated home rule men-
tality. I will write another letter giving
some suggestions of directions that
could ameliorate this issue.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

The Court of Public Opinion,
Guilty Until Never Proven Innocent

We live in strange and sobering
times. Actors, politicians, comedians,
and media moguls, to name a few, are
being accused of some heinous crimes.
In some cases, they are found guilty
as they should be in a court of law that
has been carefully created to provide
an unbiased system and vetted to give
the accused the best chance of a fair
trial. However, even when these
people are found innocent, or worse
yet, stand up in public to the accuser
with their own evidence, the court of
public opinion condemns them and
their career for life.

It is this guilty first attitude that has
now trickled down into the Westfield
Public School system and particu-
larly Roosevelt Intermediate School.
Something as simple as a student turn-
ing in a completed multi-page sci-
ence assessment can now leave him
disenfranchised and pessimistic about
a teacher’s ability to be fair and unbi-
ased instead of vindictive and imma-
ture. And when that student and par-
ents stand up for what is right and fair,
they are not engaged in thought pro-
voking discussion as equals to reach
a fair and enlightened solution. Rather,
they are run through the gauntlet of a
system of professional cronies that
ends with an administrator saying soft,
deflective non-committal responses
like “I hear your concerns” while
really not doing a damn thing about it.
And despite evidence to the contrary,
you unfortunately know in your heart
that you have no other place to turn.

Taken a huge step further, it sadly
makes me think once again about all
the parents I personally know who
have sought out 504 or IEP accep-
tance and subsequent action for their
children. I have heard first hand from
multiple parents about being turned
down or not being provided adequate
solutions by the school/district. These
potentially life changing decisions are
not being made by unbiased profes-

sionals, but by groups of school ad-
ministrators many of whom do not
even have any direct specialty in these
areas. Is it any wonder in this current
societal environment that a whole
profession has been created solely
for student advocacy in these cases?
And what about the countless fami-
lies who cannot afford an advocate?

Being a good parent and raising a
child in today’s society with a proper
moral compass is difficult enough
with all the social media and 24-hour
mostly negative news cycles. But
when your own child’s teachers and
administrators also take part in undo-
ing all the lessons you have worked
so hard over the years to impart on
your child about fairness and seeking
amicable and just solutions, maybe
there are legitimate cases that the
court of public opinion becomes the
only reasonable and independent op-
tion left.

Glad Its Summer.
Aaron Turnof

Westfield

Shocking Fanwood
Council’s Statement

I've know Fanwood Councilwoman
Kathy Mitchell for many years and
always found her to be a level headed
elected official so it came as a com-
plete shock to read in the SPF Times
(June 21) her statement comparing
the situation at our southern border
with Nazi Germany.

Nazi Germany executed over six
million Jews and plunged the world
into WW2 resulting in over 65 mil-
lion deaths worldwide, and for her to
attempt to equate it with the heart
breaking situation at our southern
border is beyond the pale.

I'm not only disappointed in Coun-
cilwoman Mitchell's outrageous state-
ment but also  the other council mem-
bers who apparently sat in silent ap-
proval.

Greg Cummings
Fanwood

Study Could Shed Light On Why
Students Leave N.J. For College

In the midst of another graduation season, as
thousands of New Jersey students once again pre-
pare to matriculate at colleges and universities come
fall, our state legislators have turned their attention
to the substantial number of young adults choosing
to pursue higher education outside the Garden State.

Earlier this month, the New Jersey Senate unani-
mously approved legislation sponsored by Senate
Minority Leader Thomas Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) and Deputy Majority Leader Sandra
Cunningham (D-31st) addressing this exodus among
recent high-school graduates.

The bill, S-518, directs New Jersey’s secretary of
higher education, in consultation with the state’s
commissioner of education, to initiate a study of the
scope of and the factors influencing the migration.
With approval by the Senate, the legislation goes to
the General Assembly for consideration.

According to the bill, the study would include a
survey of high-school seniors from both public and
non-public New Jersey high schools to gauge why a
student might go to college out of state.

It also would involve a review of the academic
characteristics of students choosing a New Jersey
institute of higher learning versus those seeking to
go out of state, as well as the family socio-economic
characteristics of both categories of students.

Additionally, the study would examine the aca-
demic qualities of higher-education institutions in-
side and outside of New Jersey, and also include

consultation with high-school guidance counselors
and an analysis of how the small geographic size of
the state and a student’s desire to experience inde-
pendent living affects their college choice.

“No other state sends more of its high school
graduates to out-of-state colleges than New Jersey,”
Mr. Kean, a member of the Higher Education Com-
mittee, stated recently. “Once they leave, many
never return to New Jersey to help build our
workforce, support their families, or contribute to
our communities. This brain drain really hurts New
Jersey, and it’s something we must understand better
if we are to counter it successfully.”

“We invest on average more than $20,000 per
pupil per year for K-12 education. When students
leave the state for college and never return to pursue
a career here, it results in a negative return on
investment for New Jersey taxpayers,” according to
New Jersey Business & Industry Association Chief
Government Affairs Officer Chrissy Buteas, as quoted
on njbia.org. “That in turn impacts businesses’ abil-
ity to find the qualified, skilled workers they need.”

This legislation and the study it calls for are
important, in that the ranks of new high-school
graduates leaving New Jersey, perhaps for good, can
have a long-term, wide-ranging impact on our state.
Our students possess a wealth of talents, skills and
ideas that can only benefit our state going forward,
but we need to know what motivates them in their
college selections if we are to remain competitive.

Towns Should Have Final Say
On Merging, Not NJ Lawmakers

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tienda – A booth or shop
2. Sapo – The toadfish
3. Carabao – A Philippine water buf-

falo
4. Pandit – In India, a scholar or learned

man
PARLE

1. A sort of coarse canvas
2. A long handled battle-ax
3. To thrash or beat
4. To converse

PISK
1. A pustule or pimple
2. The common nighthawk of America
3. A stem, stalk or support
4. The rock trout of California

FECUNDATION
1. The act of making fruitful or prolific
2. Revenge; reprisal
3. A process of cleansing the body;

fasting
4. Starvation

VACA
1. Round or oval in form
2. Very small amount; a pinch
3. A cow in the Southwest
4. Dark; gloomy

A study being conducted for the State Legislature
is recommending that all towns in New Jersey with
populations of 5,000 or less be forced to merge. In
addition, under recommendations from the Eco-
nomic and Fiscal Policy Working Group, all K-8
school districts would have to merge with K-12
districts. Another recommendation would authorize
county sheriff departments or county police depart-
ments to assume local police responsibilities to
encourage county-based policing. The Economic
and Fiscal Policy Working Group was announced by
Senate President Steve Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester)
earlier this year.

According to nj.com, the recommendations would
require Garwood (population of 4,226) and Winfield
(population of 471) to merge with neighboring com-
munities. Nearly 75 percent of Hunterdon County
towns fall into the 5,000 population or less category.
Under the proposal, some 190 of the state’s 565
towns would be forced to merge. Towns like Cape
May Courthouse, the county seat in Cape May
County, would be forced to merge as would Barnegat
Light (population of 574) in Ocean County and
Teterboro (population of 69) in Bergen County.
Around 32 towns have populations under 1,000.

But the question is, would this actually save tax-
payers money? And, more importantly, shouldn’t
local towns — both elected mayors and councils and
voters — have a say as opposed to ramming this

down their throats? Taxes in Winfield averaged
$3,475 as of March 2017, the 13th lowest in the state,
according to a study by nj.com.

The regional high school approach was in place
here in Union County for more than 60 years, includ-
ing high schools in Clark, Kenilworth, Springfield
and Berkeley Heights, with Garwood and
Mountainside sending their kids to high schools in
Kenilworth and Springfield, respectively. Also, K-
12 districts like Garwood and Mountainside already
have send-receive contracts with K-12 districts to
send high-school students.

Also, on the merging of police departments with
county government, again forcing this on towns is
the wrong approach. In our opinion, if towns deter-
mine they can save money without reducing commu-
nity policing, then they should be permitted to pur-
sue shared-service agreements. Union County has
agreements with a number of towns for 9-1-1 dis-
patch services and also has an Emergency Medical
Services (EMS) service which helps fill gaps in local
rescue squad coverage.

A proposal a few years ago by a Scotch Plains
resident who wanted to merge Scotch Plains and
Fanwood died after the state did not finance a
consolidation study. Another plan to merge the li-
braries in the towns also never advanced out of the
discussion phase.

The one-size-fits-all approach does not work.

More letters on Page 17


