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Planning Board Proposes
Amending Driveway Ord.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The planning
board is to recommend a change to
the ordinance pertaining to driveways
after the board held a discussion
Wednesday at its workshop meeting
about the impact the present zoning
law has on current homeowners.

The board is to recommend that
homeowners who wish to repave their
driveway can repave it without any
further changes to the placement and
size of the driveway without needing
a variance should it not meet the
zoning requirements.

“I’m glad you are grandfathering,”
said Susan Wilson of 306 North Union
Avenue, who had initiated the request
to change the ordinance a few months
ago.

The current ordinance says a drive-
way must be at least three feet from
the side-yard property line. This will
remain in the ordinance, but will only
apply to new construction homes.

Also, the proposed amendment to
the ordinance would say that the drive-
way must be at least 10 feet wide and
no wider than a third of the lot width.

Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr. sug-
gested to add a stormwater manage-
ment system, such as a drywell, to any
driveway that is wider than 10 feet.

Ms. Simon said she did not agree
with the requirement of a stormwater
management system because of prop-
erties that have a two-car garage or
larger.

Also, Zoning Officer Ron Johnson
said the current stormwater ordinance
says that when a property owner adds
new impervious surface over 300
square feet then they are to provide a
stormwater management system. His
concerns were that there would be
conflicting zoning laws.

Mr. Johnson also said he thought it
was a good idea to not mandate that
driveways in a residential zone have
Belgium block along the side perim-
eters because some people have said
they are a tripping hazard, and also
without the block it allows rainwater
to flow into the grass instead of straight
down into the roadway.

The board also affirmed that a per-
mit currently is required to repave a
driveway and the requirement will
remain in the zoning ordinance.

Mr. Johnson also said there is no
existing ordinance that says a drive-
way cannot be situated in front of the
primary structure, and he suggested
adding an ordinance that does not
allow driveways there. Circular drive-

ways would not be included in the
front-yard ordinance.

The board also said it is to recom-
mend to amend an ordinance to allow
preexisting steps to a front entrance
be rebuilt as is, without having to get
a variance from the zoning board if it
encroaches on the setback require-
ments.

During public comment, Monica
Shimkus of 105 Miln Street said she
was “concerned about the house on
106 Eastman Street.” She explained
the property was once zoned as resi-
dential but has since changed. The
planning board had codified a master
plan in 2014, planning board member
Lynda Feder said, and the zone had
been modified in that plan. The house
is located next to a retail/commercial
building and a church and sits across
from the post office.

“The owner, Eastman Properties,
who bought the house in 2007...would
like to knock down the building...I
would like to save the house if pos-
sible,” Ms. Shimkus said.

The property owner has proposed
to the zoning board in his application
to build a mixed-use building with
retail and residential.

“Regardless, if this gets
approved...he can still level the house
and we would lose that cultural heri-
tage property,” Ms. Shimkus said.

During board comments, Mayor
Hannen proposed the board consider
expanding the current minimum lot
width in all residential zones as a
means to curtail subdivisions.

Many of the zones in the township
have been changed to reflect wider
minimum lot widths, Ms. Feder said.

“Is that the character we want the
community to start doing because it is
financially advantageous for develop-
ers to come in and buy a single-family
lot and chop it in half...and put two
homes on it,” Mayor Hannen said.

In other business, the planning
board announced that SCODEE, LLC
has filed a civil action lawsuit against
the board after it denied its applica-
tion to subdivide its property located
at 112 Park Drive adjacent to
Nomahegan Park at its April meeting.
SCODEE had sought to subdivide
the single lot into two fully conform-
ing lots. Board members listed build-
ing in a flood zone as well as access to
the property among reasons to reject
the application. The county owns the
land in front of the property as part of
Nomahegan Park. The land also is
subject to the state’s Green Acres
program.
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PUBLIC INFORMATION...New Westfield Public Information Officer Kim Forde,
left, stopped by the offices of The Westfield Leader and The Times last Wednesday
along with Town Administrator Jim Gildea, in back. They met with staff including
Community Editor Suzette Stalker, in front, and Assignment Editor Paul Peyton,
right. The public information officer is a new position in Westfield town government.

Skibitsky Harassment
Complaint Dismissed

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLARK — A municipal judge has
dismissed a harassment complaint
filed by former Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky last fall against an-
other town resident.

The complaint alleges that during
the fall 2017 mayoral campaign,
Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan was
putting up Skibitsky campaign signs
on Central Avenue when she encoun-
tered Kevin Monroe.

Ms. Neylan, who was accompanied
by Troy Skibitsky, Mr. Skibitsky’s son,
alleged that during the October 14
encounter Mr. Monroe said, “I could
kill him (Andy Skibitsky)” and “I could
chop his head off,” according to the
statement she provided to police. She
said Mr. Monroe made a slicing mo-
tion across the throat.

Andy Skibitsky said in his state-
ment that he found the incident
“frightening and terrifying.”

Mr. Monroe’s attorney, John Blake,
said the slicing motion Mr. Monroe
made was to indicate Mr. Skibitsky
was going to lose the election and was
thus “dead” politically.

Mr. Skibitsky stated that he feared
for his family’s safety as well as his
own, as Mr. Monroe lives only a few
blocks away from his family’s home.

Mr. Blake said Mr. Skibitsky did
not officially file the harassment com-

plaint until November 8, after the
election, which Mr. Skibitsky lost to
Shelley Brindle.

Clark Municipal Prosecutor Jon-
Henry Barr, who prosecuted the case
after it was transferred to Clark from
Westfield Municipal Court, said after
interviewing all parties in the case
and reviewing legal statutes, he de-
termined that while Mr. Monroe’s
action was inappropriate it was un-
likely the case could be successfully
prosecuted.

The municipal prosecutor said he
also had the option of offering a plea
deal but he felt it was not appropriate
to continue the case.

Mr. Barr said a harassment com-
plaint requires that the victim, Mr.
Skibitsky, be present when the inci-
dent occurred, which he was not. Mr.
Barr also said a disorderly persons
charge was never brought by Ms.
Neylan or Troy Skibitsky. Mr. Barr
also decided against bringing the dis-
orderly persons charge at this time.

“I felt that (action) was simply go-
ing to be an unnecessary expenditure
of time and energy and also (would)
appear as vindictive,” said Mr. Barr,
noting the incident occurred during
the political season in which Mr.
Skibitsky was seeking reelection.

Mr. Blake noted the case was dis-
missed with prejudice, meaning it
cannot be tried again.

Kean Urges Legislature to
Reject $100 Mil. In Raises

Arrest Made In Connection
With Explosion In Cranford

CRANFORD — A Linden man was
arrested last week in connection with
an explosion in Cranford.

On June 20, at 7:06 p.m., the
Cranford Police Department received
information that an explosion was
heard in the area of Raritan Road and
Summit Terrace.

Through a joint investigation with
the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice and Linden Police Department,
the Cranford Police Department De-
tective Bureau identified a suspect
through surveillance video and eye-
witness accounts.

With the assistance of the New
Jersey Office of Homeland Security

and Preparedness, the Union County
S.W.A.T. Team, the Union County
Bomb Squad, the Union County
Sheriff’s Department, and the Joint
Terrorism Task Force, a search war-
rant was executed on June 21 at the
suspect’s home in Linden.

The suspect, Michael Kussup, 26,
was charged with possession of pro-
hibited destructive devices, 3rd de-
gree crime; possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia.

Kussup was processed at Cranford
Police headquarters and provided
with a Union County State Superior
Court appearance date.

TRENTON — Senate Minority Leader
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) has
introduced a resolution urging the Legis-
lature to reject $100 million of retroactive
back payments that Governor Phil
Murphy is attempting to give to public
employee union members, according to a
Senate Republicans press release.

“Governor Murphy’s plan to give $100
million of retroactive raises to public
workers is obscene given his repeated
statements that New Jersey is in such
poor fiscal shape that we have no choice
but to raise taxes by billions,” Mr. Kean
said. “Thankfully, the Governor has no
ability to fund this giveaway to his union
friends without legislative approval. As
we debate the Fiscal Year 19 state budget
[June 21], I will urge the Legislature to
exercise its constitutional authority to
deny an appropriation for these
unaffordable back payments.”

Mr. Kean’s resolution, SCR-127, dis-
approves of Governor Murphy’s pro-
posal to award retroactive raises to
approximately 32,000 executive branch
employees in an amount totaling more
than $100 million.

The Governor’s plan to provide the
back payments follows his unilateral
approval of a Memorandum of Agree-
ment with the Communications Work-
ers of America (CWA) that provides
for the retroactive raises, according to
the release.

“The resolution illustrates the ex-
cesses of the deal, highlighting the ex-
ample of a public employee with a
current salary of $70,000. Under the
contract agreed to by Governor Murphy,
that taxpayer-funded employee would

receive an immediate windfall payment
of $20,000 for retroactive pay increases.
Further, the employee’s salary would
immediately rise to approximately
$87,000, representing a permanent pay
increase of more than 23 percent,” ac-
cording to the release.

“Middle-class workers in the private
sector, employees of non-profits sup-
porting our communities, and thou-
sands of public servants who aren’t
members of a politically influential
union won’t get 23-percent salary in-
creases or retroactive raises, but they’ll
all pay through higher taxes for the
massive checks that Governor Murphy
wants to send to certain union employ-
ees,” Mr. Kean said. “For someone
who talks a lot about fairness, the
Governor’s giveaway to the CWA rep-
resents anything but a fair deal for New
Jersey taxpayers.”

Mr. Kean said there is no room for the
lavish giveaway given the competing
tax proposals being pushed by Gover-
nor Murphy and legislative Democrats.

“Governor Murphy is pushing a $1.7-
billion tax increase plan, while Demo-
cratic legislators are offering a compet-
ing plan to raise taxes by $1 billion,”
added Mr. Kean. “Given the severity of
the multitude of tax raising proposals
from Democrats, it’s shocking that none
of them are looking for opportunities to
eliminate unnecessary spending. This
frivolous budget addition of $100 mil-
lion to fund retroactive raises is a good
place to start. I’ll urge the Senate to act
[June21] to cut off funding for the
Governor’s excessively generous union
agreement.”

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics
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NJ Senate OKs Bill to Change to
County Commissioner Bds.

The State Senate last Thursday passed
legislation that would change the name
of New Jersey county freeholder boards
to county boards of commissioners.

State Senators Nicholas Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden) and Tom Kean, Jr. (R-
21st, Westfield) both voted in favor
of the bill while Senator Joseph Cryan

(D-20th, Union) opposed the mea-
sure. All three represent Union County
in Trenton. The bill passed by a vote
of 23 to 16 and has been referred to
the Assembly State and Local Gov-
ernment Committee.

If the Assembly approves the mea-
sure, S-402, and Governor Phil
Murphy signs it, counties would have
45 days to change websites, and all
letterhead and other supplies used by
the board for correspondence. Coun-
ties would, however, not have to
change language retroactively in pre-
viously passed resolutions.

NRA Backs Motion to Halt
New Jersey Magazine Ban

The National Rifle Association In-
stitute for Legislative Action (NRA-
ILA) has supported a motion filed in
the U.S. District Court of New Jersey
to halt the enforcement of New
Jersey’s ban on high-capacity maga-
zines until the court rules on the un-
derlying case. The suit was filed by
the Association of New Jersey Rifle
and Pistol Clubs (ANJRPC).

“New Jersey’s unconstitutional and
ill-advised magazine ban should not be
enforced while being challenged in a
court of law,” said Chris W. Cox, execu-
tive director of NRA-ILA. “The govern-
ment should not force law-abiding citi-
zens to permanently alter or dispose of
lawfully acquired property before their
day in court. The NRA stands shoulder
to shoulder with the ANJRPC in this
fight.” If granted, the motion would halt
enforcement of a new law requiring
New Jersey gun owners to dispose of or
permanently alter commonly owned
ammunition magazines that hold more
than 10 rounds.

Assembly Approves Muñoz Bill
Protecting Senior Freeze Benefits

TRENTON – The State Assem-
bly approved legislation Monday
sponsored by Assemblywoman
Nancy Muñoz (R-21st, Summit)
allowing the joint owner of a house
who pays the entire property tax
bill to receive full reimbursement
under the Senior Freeze property-
tax relief program.

Under the program, a couple
who jointly owns and resides in a

single-family home receives a full
homestead property-tax reim-
bursement. If one of them moves
out and no longer pays a portion
of the property-tax bill, the re-
maining person receives only 50
percent of the reimbursement.
Asw. Muñoz’s bill, A-3627, en-
sures the residing homeowner re-
ceives the full amount.

To qualify for Senior Freeze, a
homeowner must be at least 65
years old, lived at the home for
three years, a resident of the state
for at least 10 years, and earned
less than $87,000. The bill also
applies to family members who
share ownership of a home.
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