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Recent Home Sales

Cranford: 04/10/18
Additions Construction LLC to

Michael A. and Allison H. Beshar,
1 Harvard Road, $700,000.

Estate of James M. Salway to
Mark C. and Melissa C. Harley, 4
Heathermeade Place, $392,000.

Edward Leicht and Marie Leicht
to Falcon Realty Group LLC, 46
Spruce Street, $325,000.

Giovanni Properties LLC to
Stolar Capital 17 LLC, 20 Holly
Street West, $4,000,000.

Barbara Altenburg and Dudley
H. Rose to Andrea C. and Basil M.
Yurcisin, II, 215 Orchard Street,
$1,111,111.

Thomas and Diane Hickey to
Paul D. and Cassandra B. Stirling,
21 Hampton Road, $630,000.

Louise Heucke to Robert and
Brittany Chamra, 15 Davis Street,
$534,900.

Phyllis A. March to Carlos and
Maria A. Lopes, 10F Parkway Vil-
lage, $230,000.

John Nakovich to Cadien Realty
LLC, 46 Johnson Avenue,
$240,000.

Edith Appezzato to Deco Prop-
erties LLC, 124 Hillcrest Avenue,
$335,000.

Bruce and Janet Strong to Olivia
and Michael Mullane, 306 Lincoln
Avenue East, $810,000.

Maryann Symanski to Matthew
J. Costello, 41 Hollywood Av-
enue, $200,000.

Carlos A. and Patricia Valdes to
Angela Saigal, 301 Centennial
Avenue, $299,000.

W.W. Grainger Inc to Cranford
Properties LLC, 55 Jackson Drive,
$6,155,000.

Cranford: 05/26/18
Scheiner Family Trust to Carlos

and Sandra C. Machado, 25
Rutgers Road, $528,000.

Estate of Betty Ann Toy to Mat-
thew and Marianne Shorts, 5
Cornell Road, $795,000.

Winsted Reo LLC to Nicholas
Schneider and Marni Dexter, 9
Arnet Place, $605,000.

Estate of Augusta A. Burke to
David L. and Christine M.
Gialanella, 13 Hillside Place,
$526,000.

Elizabeth Ann Murphy to Am-
ber Schuchart and Peter
Harrington, 719 Springfield Av-
enue, $500,000.

Falcon Realty Group LLC to
Realgem Realty LLC, 46 Spruce
Street, $413,000.

212 North Ave West LLC to
Notias Investors LLC, 212 North
Avenue West, $495,000.

Robert and Erin McCormick to
Maxx Evan and Kelly Lynn Kleiner,
706 Springfield Avenue,
$455,000.

Nathan and Maria Schaufler to
Anthony T. and Stefanie R. Tasco,
3 Craig Place, $550,000.

Carl and Cynthia J. Capasso to
James Marando and Debbie
Yaniga, 332 Manor Avenue,
$452,000.

Michael J. Ryan to 218 Oak
Lane LLC, 218 Oak Lane,
$400,000.

Estate of Lenore Klein to Garret
P. Chiaramonte and Jayne H.
Merlo, 106 Orange Avenue,
$335,000.

Estate of Sheila M. Cohen to
James R. and Jennifer Merritt,
108 Orange Avenue, $475,000.

Scott G. and Lauren Stapleton
to Thomas D. and Gail M. Sloan,
217 Prospect Avenue Apt 5-3A,
$302,000.

107 Besler Ave Trust to Steven
G. and Maria Pazdro and Steven
J. Pazdro, 107 Besler Avenue,
$435,000.

CDC Young Artists Program
Shines Spotlight on Youth

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Where do actors
get their start? Ask any star of TV,
Broadway or movies and they will
likely answer a variation on the
theme that they participated in a
school or community play. The
seed must be planted, and
Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC) has
been planting seeds that are blos-
soming into two weekends of the
production of “Willy Wonka, Jr.”
starring area elementary school
children. “Willy Wonka, Jr.” is part
of CDC’s Young Artists
Program, which also
produced “Into the
Woods” earlier this
month.

The decades-old the-
atre hasn’t always of-
fered the opportunity
for children to perform,
Becky Randazzo, one
of the resident direc-
tors explained.

“The Young Artists
Program was started
five years ago when I
realized we had a sea-
son that only had roles
available for adults.
After I offered to direct
additional shows at the
end of the season, one
for teens and one for
elementary/middle
school kids, the (CDC) board ap-
proved and gave me the okay.
We’ve had a lot of success with
the program and many of the kids
have gone on to perform in mul-
tiple productions,” Ms. Randazzo
said.

Working with teens and elemen-
tary school children is fulfilling for
Ms. Randazzo. Additionally, she
has been the resident director at
Wardlaw-Hartridge School for the
past 10 years and has directed the
shows at Orange Avenue School
for the past five years.

“For some of these kids, this is
their first experience with the-
atre, so we teach the younger
ones, especially, auditioning tech-
niques, reading music, and work-
ing on basic choreography and
staging. With the teens, we can
dive a bit deeper into character
background work, more advanced
music and choreography, and ex-
perimentation with the overall
creative process. The teens really
put themselves into the roles they
play, and most of the time, it
becomes a very collaborative ef-

fort due to their creativity,” Ms.
Randazzo explained.

Because Ms. Randazzo has a
wealth of experience in direction,
she appreciates what theatre does
for children of all ages. “I hope to
give kids a safe place to be them-
selves and be accepted, where
they can show off their creativity
and talent with others who share
the love of theatre.” And it’s not
just something for the children.
“For the audience,” she said, “I
want them to be able to escape
the busy world of cell phones and

Facebook for a few hours and
enjoy the story we are telling. Not
only do they get to enjoy the
show, but they also get to see
their children on stage, some of
them for the first time, and having
an absolute blast.”

Maureen Monroe, marketing
vice-president and board mem-
ber of the Cranford Dramatic Club,
produces many of the shows and
serves as an assistant at times.

“There were so many kids who
came out for our shows this sea-
son that we had to double cast

‘Willy Wonka.’ Rehears-
als take place after
school early evenings
and weekends. It’s a
commitment of time
and energy that re-
quires the help of the
whole family,” Ms.
Monroe said.

“Anyone who does
children’s theater
knows that doing a
show from start to fin-
ish gives a child confi-
dence through facing a
challenge. They put the
work in and the com-
munity support has
been so responsive,”
Ms. Monroe said. She
gave kudos to the In-
vestors Foundation
that has been “very

supportive.”
What else does children’s the-

atre teach youngsters? According
to Ms. Monroe, “Even if they don’t
get a featured role, they will have
fun being a part of the team that
presents live theatre.”

The fun continues with perfor-
mances of “Willy Wonka, Jr.” Sat-
urday, June 23, at 11 a.m. and 3
p.m. To get your “golden ticket”
for the show, call (908) 276-
7611 or visit the Cranford Dra-
matic Club’s website at
cdctheatre.org.
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CHILD’S PLAY...The Cranford Dramatic Club Young Artists
Program this year included Into the Woods (cast pictured above)
and Willy Wonka, Jr. Performances of Willy Wonka, Jr. will
continue Saturday, June 23, at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.
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