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Courtesy of Kim Haley
READY TO DANCE THE NIGHT AWAY...Roosevelt Intermediate School students in Westfield gather for their school’s
pre-formal eighth-grader dance on Saturday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
YOGA ON QUIMBY...A new event, Yoga on Quimby, organized by the Down-
town Westfield Corporation, attracted a crowd of women and some men to a
Sunday morning class on Quimby Street.

Courtesy of Rebecca Burke
HELPING MAKE-A-WISH...The students at Jefferson Elementary School in
Westfield raised $3,000 during their annual Jefferson Jog at the end of April.  The
children did an amazing job running many times around the field to raise money
for The Make-A-Wish NJ Foundation.  The check was presented to Make-A-Wish
NJ on Friday.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
HONORING HEROES...Resident and war veteran Frank Krause asks the
township committee Tuesday night for information on funding for the World War
I Flagpole at Eastman Plaza downtown.

Former WHS Teacher Resigns From
Telluride HS Following Accusations
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By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Following last
week’s report in which three women
came forward to say that former
Westfield High School (WHS) En-
glish teacher Marc Silbergeld en-
gaged in inappropriate behavior
with them while they were his stu-
dents, Mr. Silbergeld has resigned
from his teaching position in Tellu-
ride, Colo.

Telluride School District Super-
intendent Mark Gass told The
Westfield Leader in an e-mail, “The
teacher you are inquiring about re-
signed from Telluride High School
and is no longer employed with the

Telluride district. This teacher was
employed from fall of 2013-spring
of 2018 as a high school English
teacher and Boys’ Lacrosse coach.”

Since last week’s edition, an ad-
ditional woman contacted The
Leader, but did not want to be iden-
tified. “When I was a freshman at
Westfield, I had heard the rumors
about Silbergeld having relation-
ships with students. I didn’t know
come senior year I, too, would be
one of them,” she said.

She said that during a difficult
time in her life, Mr. Silbergeld
seemed supportive of her, includ-
ing hugging her and checking on
her well-being.

She told The Leader, “In the sec-
ond half of the year the touching
started to increase. He would rub
my shoulder and neck in class, he
would invite me to the resource cen-
ter to spend more time and pre-
sented it then as extra help. He often
told me at school how beautiful I
was and that I was special because
I wasn’t like the rest of the girls.”

She said that he had asked for her
phone number and that is when he
started asking to meet her off school
grounds. She said that she met him
at his parents’ house in Westfield,
where their relationship became
very intimate and sexual. She met
him again at his home in Fanwood.
When she graduated, he gave her
“Phenomenal Woman” by Maya
Angelou, inside of which he wrote a
long note.

Prior to the publication of last
week’s Leader, she had never told
anyone about her relationship with
Mr. Silbergeld. “I have tried to sup-
press this all, as I knew he was in the
wrong. I was just a kid, but I was
worried of the consequences. Now,
with classmates and peers coming
forward, I feel I need to share my
story. This shouldn’t be allowed to
happen in a school system. As an
adult looking back and as a mom of
two girls, I cannot imagine what I
would do if this happened to them.”

“I don’t want someone like that in
a classroom,” she told The Leader.

Sources close to the matter said
that the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office has opened an investigation.
Prosecutor’s Office spokesman
Mark Spivey told The Leader, “The
Prosecutor’s Office cannot confirm
nor deny details about, or the exist-
ence of, specific investigations of
this nature. Anyone with informa-
tion regarding such a matter is urged
to contact our Special Victims Unit

Compromise Reached on
Funding for WWI Flagpole

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Funds left in
the township coffers for 10 years
that were never used to repay a
bond for the Flagpole Fund is to be
split between maintaining the newly
restored flagpole at Eastman Plaza
and for the Downtown Manage-
ment Corporation’s (DMC) im-
provement to public spaces, after
the township committee made a
motion, by a 3-to-2 vote, at its
conference session Tuesday night.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
explained that the township bonded
$50,000 for the restoration of the
World War I flagpole with the idea
that the Flagpole Committee would
raise funds to reimburse the town-
ship for the restoration of the flag-
pole.

However, the township was not
repaid and “because of
bookkeeping...the money raised
stayed in the account...for almost
10 years,” Ms. O’Connor said.

“What we discussed, which is a
fairly good compromise, is to set
aside $15,000 to be strictly used
for flagpole maintenance,” Ms.
O’Connor said. Twenty-one thou-
sand dollars is to be used for im-
provement to public spaces, Ms.
O’Connor said. The DMC will use
that $21,000 for the downtown pub-
lic spaces, Mayor Thomas Hannen,
Jr. told The Westfield Leader. The
Department of Public Works also
is to be repaid about $5,000 since
it used its buildings and grounds
budget to pay for the repainting of
the flagpole.

During the official meeting held
after the conference session, resi-
dent and war veteran Frank Krause

asked for information on the “di-
version of funds on the flagpole.”

“I thought realistically, it would
be brought up in a public
meeting...and it was not,” Mr.
Krause said.

“The benefactors supported the
memory and restoration of that
flagpole...to do something like this
without approval of those people
is just unbelievable...,” said Mr.
Krause. “There is a terrible con-
cern that some of those funds will
be diverted to the DMC and used
for transient, flippant, frivolous ac-
tivities on that historic site...I’m
very disappointed in how the town-
ship approached this.”

Between $35,000 and $40,000
was raised for the Flagpole Fund,
Barbara Krause, a member of the
flagpole fundraising committee,
told The Leader.

In 2008, the restoration of the
World War I flagpole, which had
been from a ship used in that war,
was est imated to cost  about
$50,000, and the newly restored
flagpole and monument was erected
in November of 2008.

Then in November of last year,
the flagpole was sandblasted and
painted.

In other business, the township’s
ordinance restricting convenience
stores within 200 feet of a resi-
dence from operating 24 hours a
day was invalidated a week ago in
a summary judgment by the state
Superior Court .  7-Eleven,
QuickChek and Wawa filed a law-
suit after the township passed the
ordinance.

In another lawsuit, which is on-
going, the township passed an or-
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Westfield BOE Discusses
Bullying, Science Curricula

By ZOE RADER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — School assess-
ments for anti-bullying, new curricula
and the district’s growing investment
in technology were major agenda
points at the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation meeting Tuesday night.

The board reviewed the 2016-2017
District and School Self-Assessment
Report for Determining Grades un-
der the Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights
Act. Under this policy, every school
team must complete a self-assess-
ment in August and provide a score
on the effectiveness of dealing with
harassment reports. These scores are
then factored into a collective grade
for each school and the district as a
whole.

“This is something we take very
seriously,” said Superintendent Mar-
garet Dolan, Ed.D. “It is something
we took seriously in the 2016-2017
school year, the 2017-2018 school
year, and we will certainly do that
going forward as well.”

In addition to the assessments, a
person who has been trained in deal-
ing with harassment and bullying is
staffed at every school, with two at
the high school.

As for curricula changes, the board
unanimously approved, for the initial
reading, new curricula in certain math-
ematics, science and world language
programs.

Under the proposed curricula, el-
ementary science would implement
the Full Option Science System, a
hands-on approach that “reaches a lot
of different levels of the students,”
board member Michael Bielen said.
Geometry Honors would take a more
in-depth look at geometric topics,
and foreign languages for grades 6, 7
and 8 would be based on themes
within the language.

Westfield High School’s scheduled
band overnight field trips in August,
October and next March were all ap-
proved as well by the board.

Board member Peggy Oster noted
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Garwood, Westfield Mayors to
Meet to Discuss Ice Hockey Rink

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Mayor Charles
Lombardo stated at Tuesday’s bor-
ough council meeting that within
the next week he and Garwood Po-
lice Chief James Wright will meet
with Westfield’s Mayor Shelley
Brindle to discuss the Gumbert Park
temporary ice-hockey rink.

Several Garwood and non-
Garwood residents, including
Garwood elected officials, have ex-
pressed concerns with the rink’s im-
pact on the surrounding neighbor-
hood, Mayor Lombardo said. He
said at the meeting Mayor Brindle
and himself “will go over the details
of their (Westfield) plan.”

Gumbert Park Neighborhood

Coalition member and Westfield
resident Susan Levy stated that the
rink will benefit a private business
owner, Ken Anderson of Union
Sports Arena, at a cost to Garwood
residents.

Ms. Levy said the “park land will
be given away, rent free,” to a pri-
vate business owner.

“They didn’t bother to contact
anyone in Garwood, well, because
it’s Garwood,” Ms. Levy said.

Ms. Levy said the surrounding
homes will be equal in height to the
hockey tents over the rink. She said
referees’ whistles, at 100 decibels,
will violate Westfield’s noise ordi-
nance and disturb Garwood’s neigh-
boring homes.

“Who is going to pay Garwood
for the extra police presence needed
when the first kid gets hit,” Ms.
Levy said.

Ms. Levy said Garwood will need
to hire extra law enforcement to
make sure hockey-rink patrons do
not park at the Lofts at Garwood or
The Pointe at Garwood.

Garwood resident Tom Pedas said
only one side of the basketball court
(the location where the rink will be
placed) faces Westfield residents
while two sides face Garwood resi-
dents.

“If we can (prevent it from hap-
pening) that would be wonderful. I
just want to make sure it never hap-
pens again,” said Mr. Pedas.

Mayor Brindle stated at a
Westfield Town Hall meeting that
the rink was being piloted to see if
it provides a benefit to the commu-
nity with little impact to the sur-
rounding neighborhood.

Mr. Pedas said the neighborhood,
specifically Garwood residents,
have paid for broken windows from
Westfield recreation baseball
games. He stated, “Westfield has
not been a good neighbor. We
(neighboring properties to the base-
ball fields at Gumbert) have had
problems for the last 10 years.”

Mr. Pedas said the answer neigh-
bors always received was, “we
(Westfield) were here first.”

“Now (there will be) a 40-foot-
high tent with lights and motors on
24/7 and porto potties across the
street from our homes,” Mr. Pedas
said.

Mr. Pedas said he lives across the
street from Gumbert and was never
“notified officially” that the project
was set to begin or was being pro-
posed.

“Garwood business, Garwood
traffic and safety, Garwood parking
issues, and Garwood property val-
ues will be affected by this rink on
our border,” Mr. Pedas said.

Mr. Pedas said the holiday season
will be difficult with increased traf-
fic both because of the season and
the rink.


