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Fanwood Council Discusses
Shared-Service Agreements

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough is
looking to re-up three shared-service
agreements. In an agenda-setting
meeting Monday, the borough coun-
cil discussed its upcoming vote on an
agreement with Union County for a
2-percent increase to occur yearly for
dispatching services provided by
Union County that will expire at the
end of 2019, Borough Attorney Diane
Dabulas said. Some terms of the agree-
ment are to be verified by the bor-
ough clerk before it comes to a vote at

the governing body’s Monday, June
18 regular meeting. The borough has
utilized this service since 2010, Mayor
Colleen Mahr said.

Also up for a vote is a resolution to
authorize the mayor to sign a re-
newed shared-service agreement with
Garwood to share Department of
Public Works (DPW) Director Clint
Dicksen with a term from August 1,
2018 to August 1, 2021. The new
agreement will include a 2-percent
increase per year, Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell said, as well as
the addition of the street cleaning,

added Councilman Tom Kranz.
Scotch Plains Mayor Alexander

Smith has indicated they will con-
tinue their shared-service agreement
to share the borough’s Department of
Public Works (DPW) director, Mayor
Mahr said.

Councilman Kranz said he would
like to see Mr. Dicksen receive an
increase in his salary because he feels
Mr. Dicksen is performing more du-
ties than specified in the contract with
Scotch Plains.

Scotch Plains pays the borough
$24,000 a year as part of the current
agreement, Chief Financial Officer
Fred Tompkins said.

“I agree with Tom; I think he should
be compensated,” Councilwoman
Mitchell said.

Councilman Jack Molenaar added
that the administrative staff of the
DPW is taking on extra work as well.

Scotch Plains has yet to send in a
contract to renew, Borough Clerk
Eleanor McGovern said.

In a special meeting held prior to
the agenda session Monday, the mayor
and council passed on second read-
ing three ordinances. Those included
a $427,000 bond ordinance for im-
provements to Paterson Road, amend-
ing and supplementing salaries and
compensation, and amending the
sewer connection fees from $400 to
$1,000.

Three resolutions were passed. Two
resolutions enable the borough to
accept two Green Acres grants for
improvements to the Fanwood Na-
ture Center and Forest Road Park.

The council appointed FVHD Ar-
chitects, Fraytak Veisz Hokins
Duthies, P.C. to develop more sche-
matics for the proposed library im-
provements as part of the borough’s
application for a state grant, Council-
man Kranz said.

An ordinance on first reading was
introduced that creates a municipal
Open Space Trust Fund. Once

Planning Board Approves
Child Care Ctr. on Front St.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board May 30 gave its ap-
proval to the construction of a child-
care center on Front Street, but con-
ditioned its consent on the appli-
cant coming up with a comprehen-
sive stormwater mitigation plan that
will meet state standards.

1805 Front Street LLC will pur-
chase and then combine three ad-
joining properties located at 1803-
1815 Front Street into one 50,000-
square-foot lot and then build an
11,000-square-foot, single-level
child-care facility that will be oper-
ated as Primrose School, which has
a similar facility in Mountainside.
Matthew Taylor, Primrose’s devel-
opment manager, told the board last
week that a maximum of 188 stu-
dents will be served at the Front
Street location, with a staff of about
28.

He said morning drop-offs at the
center will be between 6:30 a.m.
and 9:30 a.m. while pick-ups will
take place between 3:30 p.m. and
6:30 p.m. Plans show that the build-
ing itself, along with playground
areas, will be located at the back
half of the property, with a parking
lot along Front Street.

Ashley Gray, who currently oper-
ates the Mountainside facility and
will run the Scotch Plains center,
said her intention is for the new
facility to serve children ranging in
age from infants to pre-K. She said
if Primrose wanted to add an after-
school program for older children,
the planned building is designed to
accommodate the additional stu-

dents.
Elizabeth Dolan, a traffic expert,

testified last week that there is “more
than enough capacity” to accom-
modate the additional 60 to 70 ve-
hicles expected to enter and exit the
site during the peak arrival and de-
parture times in the morning and
afternoon.

After engineer Thomas Quinn
briefed the planning board about
the details of the site and the plan to
install an underground retention
tank to collect stormwater runoff
that would then slowly seep into the
ground, board engineer Paul
Ferriero said recent directives from
the state Department of Environ-
mental Protection mandate that
“major” developments that increase
impervious coverage by more than
a quarter acre must include a plan
on how excessive water runoff be-
yond an underground tank will be
handled. Heavy rainfalls have the
potential to fill and then overflow
underground tanks, he said, mean-
ing the stormwater will instead need
to be drained to another location.

The issue, Mr. Ferriero said, is
how the stormwater will be dis-
posed of to the state’s liking. He
admitted he did not have a solution
to put forth at the moment. “I hate
coming to a meeting identifying a
problem when I don’t have a solu-
tion,” he said. He was hesitant to
recommend that the board approve
the application, asking what hap-
pens if it were to be approved and
then 1805 Front Street LLC hit an
unforeseen roadblock when ad-
dressing the stormwater issue. He

Lance, Malinowski Win;
Will Face Off In November

By ZOE RADER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — Five-term Republi-
can Congressman Leonard Lance and
Democrat Tom Malinowski of Rocky
Hill won the New Jersey Primary
Election vote for the 7th Congres-
sional District race Tuesday night and
will face each other in the November
General Election.

Voters also chose two-term Senator
and Democrat Robert Menendez and
Republican Bob Hugin as their General
Election candidates in the race for the
United States Senate. Mr. Menendez
won against Democrat Lisa McCormick
of Rahway, 258,042 votes to 157,263
votes, and Mr. Hugin beat Republican
Brian Goldberg of Livingston, 167,000
votes to 55,229 votes.

Mr. Lance, who received 24,841
votes, had been challenged by Lind-
say C. Brown of Clark, 4,772 votes,
and Raafat Barsoom of Annandale,
3,543 tallies; while Mr. Malinowski,
26,059 votes, faced competition from
Goutam Jois of Summit, 5,482 tal-
lies, and Peter Jacob of Pluckemin,
7,467 votes.

Mr. Lance was elected to the United
States House of Representatives in

2008 and will be seeking reelection
for his sixth term this November. In
Congress, he worked on the House
Financial Services Committee and has
since served on the House Energy
and Commerce Committee.

Mr. Malinowski worked as senior
director at the National Security Coun-
cil for President Bill Clinton, the
Washington director of Human Rights
Watch and was assistant secretary of
state under President Barack Obama.
He also has been endorsed by Com-
munications Workers of America,
Planned Parenthood and End Citi-
zens United.

“Tom’s the only candidate we can
rely on to start on day one and get
results,” said Benji Schwartz, Mr.
Malinowski’s deputy communica-
tions director, in an e-mail.

Mr. Schwartz added that, “More
than anyone else in this election, Tom
has experience as a coalition builder,
and has a history of forming relation-
ships across the aisle to get results —
like working with John McCain to
ban torture, and pass sanctions against
Russia.”

The Primary winners took away a

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STATION SQUARE...Building 1, of 5, of Station Square in Fanwood is nearly fully framed. Station Square is to have 35
townhome-style rentals with seven affordable units. The owner, Landmark, is expected to have 18 units ready to rent in the
fourth quarter of 2018.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FANWOOD BUSINESS UPDATE...Director of Economic Development Eliza-
beth Jeffery provides a Fanwood development and business update to the borough
council at Monday’s meeting.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL FAIR...Crowds of people on Center Street check out
the food and vendors during Sunday’s fifth annual Garwood Rocks street fair.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GAMES OF CHANCE… Last weekend’s Greek Festival at the Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church on Gallows Hill Road in Westfield offers children and
adults alike the opportunity to show their strength and win a prize. Some of the
dads and moms helped the children select a prize of pink or blue dolphins or
baseball bats.

Former Westfield HS Teacher
Accused of Sexual Advances

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – At least three
women have come forward to say that
former Westfield High School (WHS)
English teacher Marc Silbergeld en-
gaged in inappropriate behavior with
them while they were his students.

Mr. Silbergeld is a 1987 graduate
of WHS who graduated from the
University of Michigan and returned
to teach from 1996 to 2013. He also
served as the boys’ lacrosse coach
during his tenure. In 2013 he and his

partner, fellow teacher Tara Pignoli,
moved to Telluride, Colo. Both Mr.
Silbergeld and Ms. Pignoli currently
are listed as teachers for Telluride
High School on the Telluride website.

More than a dozen people told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
they had heard rumors about Mr.
Silbergeld being romantically in-
volved with students during his time
at WHS, but none of them knew any
specific information.

Last fall The Times was contacted
by Zoe Kaidariades, WHS ’05, who,
after watching the news coverage and
witnessing the #MeToo movement
unfurl, felt the need to come forward.
At the time, Ms. Kaidariades felt that
her story was not compelling enough
to stand on its own, but said that she
would be interested in coming for-
ward if other women did as well.

On May 30 The Times was alerted
to public Facebook posts that have
since been removed from public view
by two other women, identified as
A.M. and M.O., who were WHS
graduates from the classes of ’02 and
’04. The posts called Mr. Silbergeld
out as a “predator” and pleaded for
more women to come forward.

M.O.’s post stated that she has e-
mails from Mr. Silbergeld where he
admitted to his behavior and he ad-
mits that his actions were wrong. Her
post said, in part, “Looking for brave
women, who were just girls back when
a teacher, a man in a position of
power, took advantage of this and
managed to have a ‘girl’ or two every
year since he started teaching.” M.O.
did not want to be interviewed for this
story on the advice of her attorney.

A.M. detailed her relationship with
Mr. Silbergeld to The Times. She told
The Times that the relationship began
during her senior year after they read
“Hamlet” in class. She said that the
two began spending time together
outside of school, and had their first
kiss in the WHS parking lot. She said
that they went on several “dates” and
she recalled a shopping trip to Dick’s
Sporting Goods in Woodbridge where
he was rubbing the small of her back
while on the phone with Ms. Pignoli.

A.M. told The Times that she felt
because of her relationship with him,
she was permitted to present family
photographs and turn on a movie for
her senior project, a project which is
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