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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

WF — ELLIOTT, McDANIEL, VALL-LLOBERA, ORTIZ, BARHAM; CR — BUDNIK, ARROYO, CARROLL SEE ACTION

Middlesex Downs Union, 22-6, in Annual Snapple Bowl Game
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Enthusiasm, perhaps a little too
much enthusiasm that resulted in a
multitude of penalties and two bench-
clearing discussions, highlighted the
25th Annual Snapple Bowl Football
Classic between the Union County
Senior All-Stars and the Middlesex
County Senior All-Stars at Priscoe
Stadium in Woodbridge on July 19.
The Middlesex offense proved to be
more effective and quite tricky, while
the defense was making big plays all
evening, resulting in a 22-6 victory.

Union had won the previous two
events, 24-14 last year and 13-7 in

2016; however, with the win,
Middlesex leads the series, 15-10.
All proceeds from the game would go
to the Children’s Specialized Hospi-
tal in Mountainside and the Lakeview
School for Disabilities in Edison.

Representing the Westfield Blue
Devils on the gridiron were Shea
Elliott (linebacker), Adam McDaniel
(wide receiver), Jake Vall-Llobera
(defensive line & fullback occasion-
ally), Drew Ortiz (linebacker) and
Jordan Barham (offensive line). Rep-
resenting the Cranford Cougars were
Elijah Arroyo (defensive back/punt
returns), Dylan Budnik (linebacker)
and Jack Carroll (offensive line). Al-

though Cooper Heisey (quarterback)
and Dwight Laylor (wide receiver)
were selected, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood brought no players. Mike
Magliacano (defensive line) repre-
sented Governor Livingston.

Elliott, Vall-Llobera, McDaniel,
Ortiz and Arroyo were involved in
several tackles throughout the game
and on certain occasions, Vall-Llobera
was used as a battering ram to pick up
short yardage on offense.

Just before the second half, Elliott
expressed, “It has definitely been like
a right of passage for Westfield guys
who are going to be playing in college.
Seeing all these guys growing up, all

these stars coming on and continue to
play in the Snapple Bowl with guys we
looked up to. It is also a great opportu-
nity to get ready for college. I am going
to be playing at the University of Chi-
cago next year, so it’s good to get the
pads on in the summer and hit a little
before I get out there.”

“It’s an honor being part of this
game. Some of these guys we are
playing with are the best players from
their county. They are talented, we

are talented, so it’s always good to get
out here and put the pads on before I
go to school at New Haven. Mini
camp starts the fifth, so I am glad to
put the pads on one last time,”
McDaniel added.

Representing the cheerleading
squad for the Blue Devils were Katie
Clark and Drew Ferris. Representing
Scotch Plains-Fanwood were Gianna
Cassara, Tamara Daliquer, Elizabeth
DePaola, Ally Vuono and Alexa Zsak.

Union received the opening kickoff
and beginning at their own 28 moved
the ball to the Middlesex 40 using a
series of runs and a screen pass from
quarterback Antonio Salcfas (Day-
ton) to Dylan Camilo (Roselle Park).
However, the drive stalled and
Middlesex answered with a drive of
its own until quarterback Luke Pero’s
(Colonia) pass was picked off by
Haleem Woods (Plainfield) at the
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ADORATO 2 RBI DOUBLE; FILIACI 2 RUNS, LILOIA 2 HITS

Mtnside 8Us Nip Hillsborough
In Cal Ripken State Semi, 7-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opportunities may have come ear-
lier for the Hillsborough Raiders and
they did capitalize on them but
Mountainside (Green Machine), win-
ners of Pool B, took advantage of
their opportunities late in the game to
pull off a 7-6, seven-inning come from
behind victory in the semifinal round
of the Cal Ripken, Jr. 8U State Tour-
nament at Memorial Field in Scotch
Plains on July 18. Trailing, 6-1, in the
bottom of the fifth inning, the Green
Machine cashed in with five runs to
knot the score then took advantage of
another opportunity to score the win-
ning run in the seventh to advance to
the championship to face North
Brunswick, winners over Monroe.

The Hillside Raiders, whose only
loss in Pool A was to Monroe, con-
sisted of Bryce Hayden, Justin Gregov,
Jon Feltre, Jacob Treonze, Jack
Pankowski, Andrew Wheeler, Aaron
Feath, Bella Ruh, Logan Raab, Daniel

Galfney and Gavin Glazewski. Com-
peting for Mountainside were Addison
Adorato, Jacob Minnefor, Matt
Filiaci, Mateo Liloia, Tice Hanratty,
Mike Donahue, LJ Cantagallo, Noah
Hunter, Drew Peris, Alex Pater, Greg
Dardinello and Bobby Poth.

Mountainside basically went with
a new pitcher in every inning, begin-
ning with Filiaci, who also stepped
back on the mound in the extra inning
(seventh). Hillsborough totaled only
five hits but received eight walks, and
had two hit batters, while striking out
10 times. Hillsborough also capital-
ized on some Green Machine errors
and swiped several bases to set up
their runs.

“We did. The biggest thing is get-
ting people in scoring position and
putting the ball in play. We were able
to do that for a little while,”
Hillsborough Coach Frank Raab said.

“At this level, if you look at our
pitching, we have strong pitching.
Most teams don’t score unless they

are doing that [stealing] against us.
That’s how they got most of their
runs. They really didn’t hit. Before
this game I think we gave up maybe
six, seven hits but we have given up
four, five runs a game on up because
of that,” Mountainside Head Coach
Steve Filiaci said.

But the Green Machine added some
flare to their base stealing, especially
in the five-run fifth inning where they
inserted three delayed steals.

“We were flat, so we had to do the
same thing. Keep the delayed steals
going then get the bats going and
score some runs,” Coach Filaici ex-
plained.

Wheeler tossed the first two in-
nings for Hillsborough and yielded
only a single to Donahue, while strik-
ing out two and walking no one. Feltre
pitched innings three and four and
allowed just one run (Filiaci) and a
single to LiLoia, while walking no
one and striking out three. Feath

Mountainside Goes on to Win Cal Ripken 8U State Title
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DO YOU FEEL LUCKY? WELL DO YA?...Union offensive linemen Jordan Barham (Westfield, No. 56), Jawahn Gasque
(Roselle Park, No. 78) and Mike Ceceri (Brearley, No. 74) have full intentions of protecting their QB at the Snapple Bowl.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BRINGING DOWN THE RUNNING BACK...Union linebacker Drew Ortiz (Westfield, No. 50) brings down Middlesex
running back Manny Resto (St. Joseph) as Cranford’s Elijah Arroyo, No. 1, closes in at the Snapple Bowl in Woodbridge.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SLIDING UNDER THE TAG...Mountainside’s Mike Donahue, No. 13, slides under the tag of Hillsborough second baseman
Jack Pankowski for a stolen base in the second inning of the Cal Ripken, Jr. 8U State semifinal game at Memorial Field in
Scotch Plains on July 18. Mountainside won, 7-6, then went on to win the state championship.
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