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Congratulations 
to the 

Top Producers 
of the Month!

 Beth Sullivan
Sales Associate
Top Listings

C. 908.578.3812

Jill Skibinsky
Sales Associate
Top Sales
C. 908.419.3333

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRYING TO AVOID BEING SOME HIGHLANDERS...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider ball carrier tries to figure out
how to elude a trio of Berkeley Heights Highlanders in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Union County Mudturtle Flag Rugby Day
held at Park Middle School in Scotch Plains on July 14. See story on page 9 of Sports.
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Courtesy of Mountainside Police
FLIP OVER...The Mountainside Police, Mountainside Rescue Squad and Atlantic
Ambulance Paramedics responded to the scene of an overturned vehicle Saturday
at 2:36 p.m. near the center aisle u-turn on Route 22 West following a two-vehicle
accident that resulted in non-life-threatening injuries. The Mountainside Fire
Department also was on the scene to assist with extrication and scene safety.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW RECTORY APPROVED...The Scotch Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment
gave its approval on Monday to an application to replace the rectory, chapel and
garage at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Church on Martine Avenue.

Asm. Bramnick Seeks Change
In Affordable-Housing Laws

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield), Re-
publican Assembly Minority Leader,
held a town-hall-style meeting at
Kilkenny House July 9 to discuss his
ideas on how to change state laws that
require municipalities to provide a
certain number of affordable-hous-
ing units.

Mr. Bramnick asserted that he is
not against providing affordable hous-
ing, but rather he is against the high-
density housing that goes along with
including affordable housing within a
development and the courts being in
charge of the determination.

In municipalities in Union County

such as Cranford, Westfield,
Garwood, Scotch Plains,
Mountainside and Fanwood, residents
are seeing large-scale apartment
buildings being erected with what is
called inclusionary housing, mean-
ing developers build high-density
housing that sets aside, typically, 15
to 20 percent for affordable housing,
and the municipalities will include
that in their affordable-housing allot-
ment that the court imposes upon
them.

For instance, Scotch Plains is ex-
pected to have 3,000 new apartments
built, with about 15 percent of those
earmarked as affordable housing, af-
ter the township settled its affordable
housing with the court earlier this

year.
Cranford has been slapped with

builder’s remedy lawsuits that has
required the municipality to build
hundreds of units, and the township
currently is working to fulfill its law-
suits’ obligation that is to be met by
the end of the year; it still has yet to
reach a third-round affordable-hous-
ing agreement.

Westfield settled with the courts
last year, and most recently a new
apartment complex on South and
Central Avenues was built with
inclusionary housing. The town also
has earmarked commercial proper-
ties such as Westfield Lumber and
Williams Nursery as spaces that could
potentially become residential with
inclusionary housing.

“Now the court is micro-managing
how many units you have to build in
these communities and that is ridicu-
lous,” Mr. Bramnick said. In his opin-
ion, the courts should not be making
the decision.

He called the issue partisan. “On
this issue, Democrats like this con-
cept of moving high-density housing
into municipalities,” he said. “They
won’t pass or let us vote on any of
these bills that would change the law.”

At the town-hall meeting last week,
Mr. Bramnick and Republican As-
semblywoman Nancy Muñoz (R-21st,
Summit) were joined by about 30 to
40 people in attendance, including
residents from Cranford and Clark
who have concerns about the 905
apartments that have been proposed
at 750 Walnut Avenue in Cranford by
Hartz Mountain Industries, which
currently is looking to rezone the
commercial property to residential.

In response to the rezoning Hartz is
proposing, Mr. Bramnick commented,
“...in essence, the developer says I
can no longer rent...I want to put
housing up...Why? In essence, the
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Immaculate Heart of Mary
Gets OK for New Rectory

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment on Monday night
approved an application by the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Church to
raze its rectory and chapel and erect a
new building on the same spot.

At a special meeting to consider
the application, the board, after a
one-hour hearing, voted unanimously
to permit the Martine Avenue church
to demolish the large building lo-
cated behind the main church itself
that houses the rectory, chapel and a
detached four-car garage.

The parish’s engineer, Thomas
Quinn, told the board that the new,
two-story building of about 7,000
square feet, which will house a new
rectory, chapel and garage, will be
located “largely on the footprint” of
the existing building.

There were some questions raised
by the board and by a resident who

lives behind the church on Dogwood
Drive about potential flooding risks
from what Mr. Quinn said would be a
small increase in impervious lot cov-
erage resulting from the new build-
ing. He said existing detention basins
at the northern corner of the church
property, adjacent to a brook, were
large enough to handle any additional
runoff.

He also told the board that, 25
years ago when the church received
approval to build the Nazarene Hall
building located at the rear of its
property, zoning officials had ap-
proved a drainage plan to accommo-
date the planned building that was
supposed to be 5,000 square feet larger
than Nazarene Hall ended up being.
As a result, Mr. Quinn said, the 1993
drainage plan, put into place for a
building twice as big as Nazarene
Hall, “will be more than enough” to
handle storm water runoff.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Smith: ‘Bold’ Downtown
Plan Expected In August

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Alexander Smith said last week that
the formal plan for the first phase of
downtown redevelopment will be
ready early next month and promised
that it would be a “bold plan” for
transforming the central business dis-
trict.

The mayor’s remarks came at the
downtown redevelopment
committee’s July 11 meeting, where a
wide range of issues was discussed.
The plan is being finalized, he said,
and will be ready for the township
council’s review in early August. He
said it will be a “bold plan to really
help Scotch Plains catch up.” The
mayor said that after the council gives
its expected backing to the plan, the
township will contact builders and
tell them, “Here’s what we’d like to
have happen; give us your proposal.”
He hopes township officials will start
getting actual proposals from devel-
opers by November and that, by the
end of the year, “we’ll be able to say,
‘here’s what going to happen.’”

First up will be the development of
a parking facility and other basic in-
frastructure on the township-owned
property where the municipal build-
ing and the adjoining parking lot now
sit. The mayor said a needs study for
the township’s police and fire depart-
ments and the rescue squad, along
with the administrative functions cur-
rently housed at town hall, will be
presented to the township council next
week. Calling relocation of these ser-
vices and functions “key to down-
town redevelopment,” Mayor Smith
said officials need to look at how to
“practically and financially move
these key buildings” out of the down-
town area.

The mayor said last week that town-
ship and public works officials also

are holding discussions with their
counterparts in Fanwood, Westfield
and Garwood about possibly sharing
or merging functions in a shared-
services arrangement, although no
details were provided.

Earlier at last week’s two-hour
meeting, Thomas Strowe, the
township’s redevelopment coordina-
tor, reviewed the recently-conducted
Visual Preference Survey, which
showed a clear desire among the
2,000-plus respondents for an archi-
tectural design that looks like
Princeton’s downtown. Committee
member Paulette Coronato then
showed a series of photographs taken
during a tour of downtown Princeton
that she and several other township
officials and committee members took
last month. The photos showed what
she said was an effective meshing of
new buildings with older, existing
ones as well as the development of
open plazas, pedestrian alleyways
between buildings and parking ga-
rages that are surrounded by other
buildings and which are “kind of hid-
den” from view.

She said a new zoning ordinance
setting out downtown redevelopment
guidelines will include language man-
dating that all new buildings be made
of brick and not of vinyl or aluminum
siding. She also said all utility wires
will be buried underground instead of
strung between utility poles. Those
ideas also are being incorporated into
the redevelopment plan, Mayor Smith
added.

At the start of last week’s meeting,
Shannon Bonifas, a township resi-
dent and arts consultant, spoke to the
committee about a public arts pro-
gram consisting of murals, sculptures
and other mediums. She said that in
some towns, such as Jersey City and
Asbury Park, developers are required

Courtesy of Tom Kranz/Borough of Fanwood
VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH...Mayor Colleen Mahr, left, and Council-
man Anthony Carter present Fanwood’s Volunteer of the Month, Joanna
Budries of the Fanwood Recreation Commission, with a print of the historic
Fanwood train station as a token of appreciation of her volunteer efforts. Ms.
Budries has been a volunteer commissioner since 2012, and is involved in the
planning of all of the recreation department’s signature events, including the
Easter Egg Hunt, movie night in the park and the annual 5K race.

Fanwood Asks SP-F BOE to Lower
School Taxes Based on Aid Increase

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr announced that following the
signing of the new state budget by
Governor Phil Murphy and a redistri-
bution of school aid, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district will receive
an additional $396,000 in state aid.
She said the district has the option of
recalculating its budget to apply that
aid to reduce the local school tax.

Mayor Mahr and the Fanwood
Council urged the board of educa-

tion to do just that, noting that the
funding is a 12.73-percent increase
or surplus from what the district had
budgeted for or expected in state
aid.

“We (the municipal governments
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood and
the school board) are in agreement it
should go to lowering the property-
tax levy,” said Mayor Mahr, who has
discussed the matter with school board
officials.

“Each year the state government
determines aid amounts for different
districts depending on various fac-
tors,” stated Mayor Mahr. When de-
veloping a budget, the school busi-
ness administrator and the board of
education assume aid possibilities and
aid amount ranges, Mayor Mahr ex-
plained.

She said the state aid amount this
budget year was more than needed
for the school district’s operating
budget.

In other business, Mayor Mahr
stated that the borough has granted
five building permits for all five build-
ings to finish the Station Square at
Fanwood development. Building 1,

or units 101 through 108, has been
“fully framed,” she said.

“Based upon progress to date,”
the Station Square “townhome-
style” rental units should become
available for rent in the fourth quar-
ter of 2018, stated Mayor Mahr.
The developer estimates 18 of the
total 35 units will be available later
this year.

The mayor said the remaining 17
units will be available for rent by
early 2019.

Mayor Mahr and the borough
council recognized recreation com-
missioner Joanna Budries as the Vol-
unteer of the Month. Ms. Budries
has been a recreation commissioner
since 2012. She has assisted with
the planning and operation of many
community events including the
Easter Egg Hunt, the Training Wheel
Toss, Summer Party in the Park,
and the Holiday Celebration at the
Fanwood Train Station, stated
Mayor Mahr.

“Whenever her mother is in town
visiting, Joanna recruits her to help
out, too, making volunteering for
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