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Mountainside Planning Bd.
Okays Regency Bay Doors
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By ZOE RADER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
June 26 meeting, the Mountainside
Planning Board gave Regency In-
ternational, an importer of home
décor, gardening supplies and other
products, permission to build three
additional bay doors at its distribu-
tion center.

Because the company does not have
a traditional receiving and shipping
dock at the location, Regency re-
quested the doors to increase the pro-
ductivity and efficiency of its ship-
ments.

The application also included es-
tablishing two handicap parking
spaces and a ramp up to the main door
for easy accessibility. However, regu-
lar parking spaces — roughly 46 spots
— will be lost with the addition of the
docking doors.

The company has been in
Mountainside, at 253 Sheffield Street,
for 25 years. These renovations will
incentivize them to maintain busi-
ness in the area and occupancy of the
building. The board unanimously
approved this request, under the con-

dition that any worn areas or damage
be repaired in the parking lot.

Two other applications were heard
at the meeting, both from
Mountainside homeowners looking
to renovate.

A couple residing on 363 Darby
Lane proposed an expansion on their
property with the addition of a two-
car garage and a master bedroom
built above it. The owners, Andrew
M. Yasinski and Ashley Current, cur-
rently have a one-car garage and
struggle to safely and conveniently
drive and park their two cars at the
house. Along with these additions,
they will upgrade the insulation, in-
stall new roofing and install new trim
and details on the house.

The board was concerned with this
application because of the amount of
space that would be eliminated be-
tween the applicants’ home and their
neighbors’ residence as a result of the
garage expansion.

However, after hearing very posi-
tive testimony from residents on the
same street, the board approved the
proposal unanimously.

Township Council to Vote On
Ordinances Later This Month
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At its next
meeting later this month, the town-
ship council will hold public hearings
on several ordinances.

One ordinance, among several in-
troduced at the governing body’s June
19 meeting, would require all appli-
cations for development to be sub-
mitted to the downtown redevelop-
ment committee’s planning subcom-
mittee for review.

Another would require that busi-
nesses, particularly restaurants, prop-
erly treat their grease so that it does
not affect the sewer system. There
have been instances when improper
grease treatment has resulted in sewer
line backups that affected nearby

homes.
Another proposed ordinance would

establish a fee schedule for the use of
township property by professional
advertising and public relations firms.
A fourth ordinance would update the
township’s construction permit fee
structure to bring the fees more in line
with other towns in the area.

The public hearings will all be held
at the council’s Tuesday, July 24,
meeting, which has been rescheduled
from its original Tuesday, July 17,
date.

The downtown redevelopment
committee will hold its monthly meet-
ing on Wednesday, July 11, and there
is a strong chance that the redevelop-
ment plan for the first phase of down-
town redevelopment will be dis-

cussed. That document is in the final
stages of being written and will con-
tain guidelines on building height and
density, architectural design, etc. that
interested developers — as well as
private property owners — will have
to follow when preparing develop-
ment plans for the township’s consid-
eration and review.

While details of the plan are not yet
known, last month several committee
members toured downtown Princeton
and came away impressed by its de-
sign, with committee member Paulette
Coronato saying that the architecture,
design and style there were “an ideal
situation for Scotch Plains to emulate”
in its own downtown redevelopment
plans.

It also is possible that further infor-
mation will be provided on the future
location of the headquarters of the
township’s emergency responders.
Last month, Mayor Alexander Smith
said the committee has been working
with the heads of the police and fire
departments the and rescue squad to
ascertain what their departments will
require in any new facility — one, he
said, that will likely be large enough
to house all three. As a result, the
three will have to first be relocated
from their present facilities — the
police from inside the municipal
building, the fire department from its
aging building behind the municipal
building and the rescue squad from
its Bartle Avenue location — before
any construction of new apartments
and commercial space can begin on
or near their present sites.

Proceeds from the sale to private
developers of municipal-owned prop-
erties such as the firehouse and the
municipal parking lot adjacent to town
hall will finance the construction of a
new emergency-services facility as
well as a new municipal building to
house township administrative offices.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAMILY FUN...A family throws around a beach ball prior to the start of fireworks Saturday night at the Scotch Hills
Country Club in Scotch Plains.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AND THEY’RE OFF...Hundreds of runners, young and old, take part in the third
annual Patrick’s Downtown Race to Summer 5K in Scotch Plains last Wednesday.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REUNITE FAMILIES...Congressman Leonard Lance’s (R-7th, Westfield) office
in Westfield was among those Republican Congressional offices targeted last
Friday by those protesting President Donald Trump’s immigration policy con-
cerning the separation of immigrant families at the U.S. border and the detention
of immigrants under the administration's "zero-tolerance policy."

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
KICKING OFF SUMMER...Fanwood kicked off its summer movie series on
June 26 with a Party in the Park at La Grande Park, featuring amusements for
the kids prior to the screening of the movie.

SP-F BOE OKs New
And Upgraded Policies

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
members approved two new policies
upon second reading Thursday night.
The new policies are Victim of Do-
mestic or Sexual Abuse and Varsity
Letters for Interscholastic Extracur-
ricular Activities.

Other policies that were upgraded
and adopted upon second reading in-
clude: Equal Employment/Anti-Dis-
crimination Practices, Medical Ex-
amination Prior to Participation on a
School-Sponsored Interscholastic or
Intramural Team or Squad, Student
Suicide Prevention, Reporting Po-
tentially Missing or Abused Children,
High School Graduation, Student
Smoking, Use of Physical Restraint
and Seclusion Techniques for Stu-
dents with Disabilities and School
Security Program.

The board also unanimously voted to
abolish a policy on early graduation.

In other business, the board unani-
mously voted to award some profes-
sional appointments for the upcom-
ing 2018-2019 school year. Richard
Barre was appointed as treasurer of
school monies at an annual consult-
ing fee of $9,000 with a 0-percent
increase, and Casper P. Boehm, Jr. for
legal services to the district at a semi-
annual consulting fee of $24,960, plus
an hourly rate of $230 for additional
services for the time period of July 1,
2018 through December 31, 2018,
with a 0-percent increase over last
year’s rate.

The board also unanimously agreed
to appoint the auditing services of
Nisivoccia LLP for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2018, at a cost of
$51,000. This is a 5.6-percent in-
crease over last year.

According to Board President
Nancy Bauer, these contracts were

awarded without competitive bidding
as a “Professional Service” under the
provisions of the Public School Con-
tracts Law.

Additionally, the board unani-
mously approved a resolution last
week to create safe walking and bik-
ing routes for Brunner and Coles El-
ementary Schools and for the Terrill
Middle School sidewalks. The reso-
lution noted the importance to “pro-
vide a much needed safety improve-
ment for those areas.”

At the conclusion of the meeting,
all board members congratulated the
Class of 2018 and wished all teach-
ers, staff and students a wonderful
summer.

The next board of education meet-
ing is scheduled for Thursday, August
30, at 7:30 p.m., in the administration
building at Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street in Scotch Plains. There
is no meeting scheduled for the month
of July. September meetings are
scheduled for Thursday, September
13, and Tuesday, September 25, at
7:30 p.m.

Fanwood FanJam
Set for Sunday

FANWOOD — On Sunday, Fan-
wood will be the host of a food truck
festival and live rock music show that
will transform La Grande Park into
the Second Annual Fanwood Sum-
mer FanJam. The free festival will
run from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

The Summer FanJam will feature
live music, 19 food trucks, a beer and
wine garden, a fleet of vintage and
classic cars and a KidsZone filled
with obstacle courses, rides and fun
activities for children of all ages.

Unforgettable Fire, a U2 tribute
band, will headline the event

For more information, see
fanwoodnj.org.

Fanwood Adopts 2018 Budget;
North Ave. Sections to Be Paved

By ZOE RADER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The 2018 mu-
nicipal budget was unanimously and
swiftly adopted Monday night by
the Fanwood Borough Council, a
day after New Jersey enacted its
own state budget Sunday night.

Last week, amendments were
added to the budget. Most notably
the council voted to have a flat mu-

nicipal tax levy and a shared-ser-
vices program with Scotch Plains.

The total municipal budget is
$9,932,693, with the amount to be
raised in taxes at $6,139,495. Sala-
ries and wages account for
$3,245,100 of the budget.

Among the budget amendments
are a change from $12,000 to
$24,000 for the shared-services
agreement with Scotch Plains for
the director of public works.

The line item for interlocal mu-
nicipal services agreements has
changed from $36,276 to $48,276.
Miscellaneous revenues increase
from $2,157,675 to $2,180,396 with
total revenues up around $19,000
from the previously adopted budget.

The remainder of the public meeting
focused on paving streets and on taxes.

Two phases for restoring North
Avenue were discussed — phase
one includes Midway Avenue to
Martine Avenue, while phase two
includes Martine Avenue to Terrill
Road. The restoration will involve
re-pavement of the street and new
catch basins in phase one and up-
graded handicap ramps in phase two.

These two phases will total more
than half a million dollars. The coun-

cil said the borough should have the
funding for the entire project, as
Elizabethtown Gas and NJ Ameri-
can Water will be funding most of
the project for the utility work they
have been performing.

After much debate, now residents
who open up a section of a road
over 50 linear feet will have to pave
the area curb to curb. Mayor Col-
leen Mahr and Councilman Anthony
Carter were interested in the fees
involved with opening up streets.

The council also approved estab-
lishing tax anticipation notes that
would allow salaries and bills to be
paid in the event of a budget shut-
down and the borough is unable to
collect taxes. This was introduced
as a state government shutdown
loomed last week.

Michael Ross, the borough’s tax
assessor who is in charge of creat-
ing a tax map and hiring a company
for tax assessments, was called upon
to update the council on his work. A
second tax map submission cur-
rently is being reviewed by the state
and three companies are on the short
list, Mr. Ross said.

In an upcoming meeting, the coun-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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CHS Seniors Make Plea
To BOE for Open Campus

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — A group of Cran-
ford High School (CHS) seniors
made a plea to the board of educa-
tion at its June 25 meeting to main-
tain an open campus at CHS for the
upcoming school year for the class
of 2019.

Procedure for getting class approval
for open campus privilege is a three-
step process that involves getting ap-
proval by the principal, the superin-
tendent and the board of education.

Open campus allows seniors who
are considered to be “in good stand-
ing” to leave campus during a com-
mon lunch when they do not have
class. Additionally, seniors may ar-
rive to school late when they have a
first block study hall and may leave
school early if they have a sixth block
study hall. Seniors also may extend
their lunch period when a study hall
meets the block before or after.

Seniors from CHS, including Class
President Grace DiGiovanni, made
their case to the board, explaining
some of the benefits of open cam-
pus. Students told board members
open campus provided increased re-
sponsibility for students, helped de-
velop time-management skills, gave
students a glimpse of the real world
in a college-like environment, al-
lowed them more time for dealing
with challenging schedules and af-
forded students the opportunity for
stress relief through down time.

Students also spoke of the built-
in incentive to follow the rules and
be in good standing so privileges
would not be taken away.

“No senior wants to be sitting in
the cafeteria by themselves,” one
senior commented.

CHS Principal Mark Cantagallo
said feedback from the community
and from the Cranford police has
been positive, with people ap-
proaching Mr. Cantagallo saying,
“why are the students acting so much
nicer?”

If approved, this would be the
second year an open campus privi-
lege would be available for seniors
at CHS.

In other business, Gary Pascal
spoke on behalf of the Cranford
Fund for Educational Excellence
(CFEE), a non-profit foundation
with a mission “to foster academic
excellence and promote innovation
and enhance the vitality of the Cran-
ford Public Schools by generating
additional resources through com-
munity involvement.”

In deciding the criteria for judg-
ing grant proposals the CFEE
worked with the district and created
five innovation categories that align

with Cranford’s curricular and dis-
trict goals. The following are the
categories created: Innovations for
Differentiation/Personalization, In-
novations for Technology Integra-
tion/21st Century Skills, Innova-
tions in Classroom Design, Innova-
tion Zones/Makerspaces and Inno-
vations to Support School District
Goals.

A total of $32,281 was awarded
in grants from the CFEE for the
2018-2019 school year.

The board discussed the School
District and School Harassment, In-
timidation and Bullying (HIB)
grades for the 2016-2017 school
year, issued by the New Jersey De-
partment of Education.

With a maximum score of 78,
schools were graded on program
approaches, staff training, curricu-
lum and instruction, HIB person-
nel, incident-reporting procedures
and investigative procedures.

CHS achieved a 77, Hillside Av-
enue School a 72, Orange Avenue
School a 70, Bloomingdale Avenue
School a 70, Brookside Place
School a 74, Livingston Avenue
School a 73 and Walnut Avenue
School a 75. The overall district
grade was a 73.

In other business news, reappoint-
ments for Business Administrator
and Board Secretary Robert J.
Carfagno, Human Resources Direc-
tor Paul E. Ward and Student Ser-
vices Director Kristin Szawan were
approved for the period of July 1,
2018 through June 30, 2019.

Erica Morreale, Kathleen Kloc,
Allison Weiss and Sara Marinelli
were recommended and approved
as new hires in the district.

Additionally, Sean Trotter was rec-
ommended as the head coach of var-
sity boys’ basketball, Michael
Ozolnieks was hired as the head coach
for varsity ice hockey and Daniel
Gargiulo was approved as an assis-
tant varsity football coach with
Lawrence Emert being approved as
the freshman football coach.

The next board of education meet-
ing will take place on Monday, July
23, at 7:30 p.m.

Correction
A story in last week’s edition on the

June 25 meeting of the Fanwood Bor-
ough Council contained an editing er-
ror. The amendment to the 2018 mu-
nicipal budget was done by resolution
and not ordinance and thus did not
necessitate another public hearing.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PROUD SPFHS GRADUATES...These graduates pose for the camera at the June
21 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School commencement.

Zoning Board Approves
Warehouse Facility

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The board of ad-
justment on June 25 unanimously
approved applicant 40-42 Jackson
Drive LLC to construct an additional
warehouse facility at 40 Jackson
Drive.

The applicant proposed to subdi-
vide the property into two parcels.
The existing warehouse has been va-
cant for a year-and-a-half, stated the
applicant’s general counsel, Christo-
pher Erb. The applicant is seeking
“marketability” or flexibility by sub-
dividing the lot, stated project engi-
neer Victor Vinegra.

Mr. Vinegra said the existing ware-
house was sought after by tenants,
such as Mack-Cali, “many years ago.”
However, operational expenses are
increasing for many tenants, who are
seeking smaller facilities, stated Mr.
Vinegra.

Mr. Vinegra said companies
such as Andersen Windows are
seeking faci l i t ies  offer ing a
“mixed-use” for both office space
and storage.

Mr. Erb said developing two sepa-
rate facilities versus “one larger” fa-
cility affords the property owner flex-
ibility when selling the properties. He
said the property owner has no plans
to sell either property in the near
future.

Architect Maxine Giordano said
the proposed facility, “fits in with the
Cranford feel (aesthetically).”

“Basically, (it will be) a simple
structure. The facility will provide
access from office spaces to the ware-
house portion of the facility,” Ms.
Giordano said.

Resident Charles Honara said he
was concerned with the possible dis-
ruption trucks unloading would have
on the surrounding residential com-
munity.

“People still live here. The lot hasn’t
been used in a year-and-a-half,” Mr.
Honara said.

Mr. Vinegra said the proposed
building is “one with the least impact
on the neighborhood.”

The building’s loading docks “are
as far as you can (get) from the
residential community,” Mr. Vinegra
said.

Mr. Vinegra said additional
plantings will be placed to provide
perceived distance separating the
building from neighboring residen-
tial dwellings. Currently, 10-foot
arborvitae separate residential
homes from the commercial prop-
erty.

Mr. Vinegra said the facility will
not generate many office employees.
In addition, he said the proposed fa-
cility also reduces total impervious

coverage at the site.
Board member David Salomon

said he has noticed Andersen Win-
dows companies leaving old frames
surrounding their dumpsters at
other industrial sites and that he
was concerned for residents the
same might happen at the proposed
location.

“What side are both trash contain-
ers? Will it be double-sided with a
gate?” Mr. Salomon asked.

Mr. Vinegra responded that the trash
containers will be placed in a double-
sided enclosure. He said each con-
tainer will be 20 yards in size. The
“roll-off containers” will be routinely
collected by a disposal company,
stated Mr. Vinegra.

“This is an exciting project with
limited loading docks. It’s a good
proposal,” board member Jeffrey Pis-
tol stated.

Board member Kevin Illing said
the proposed benefits include the
vegetation buffer between the build-
ing and the surrounding neighbor-
hood. Mr. Illing said the residential
neighbors not seeing the commer-
cial sites downsides such as garbage
are accounted for in the project’s
layout.

The last application of the night
was from Helio Bento of 1246
Knollwood Road who did not have
an architect but proceeded even af-
ter the board outlined the disadvan-
tage of not having an expert testify.

The applicant sought to build a
second floor onto his new home.
The board was skeptical of the ap-
plication and, as board member
Theodore Zawslak put it, thought
the applicant was “asking a lot.”

Mr. Zawslak even said the appli-
cant should just look for another
property that is more suitable, which
Chairman John Tamine quickly shut
down as an “inappropriate” sugges-
tion.

After discussion, Mr. Tamine said,
“This is really too speculative.
We’re having a discussion with the
applicant with a distinct lack of clar-
ity.”

In line with a lot of the board’s
comments and prospective denial
of the application, the resident de-
cided to revise his plans and con-
tinue his application at the Tuesday,
August 28 meeting, which was ac-
cepted by the board.

The board will meet again on
Tuesday, July 24, at 7:30 p.m., at
the Mountainside Borough Hall.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Regency

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COUNTER-PROTEST...Republicans stage a counter-protest, on Prospect Street
in Westfield, to the one outside of Congressman Leonard Lance’s (R-7th,
Westfield) office Friday on the separation of immigrant families. They said Tom
Malinowski, the Democratic nominee in the 7th District opposing Mr. Lance in
November, served as the assistant secretary of state for democracy, human
rights and labor during the Obama Administration when immigrant children
were held in inhuman conditions in detention centers. See story on page 2.
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125 East Dudley Avenue, Westfield Offered at $1,295,000
Gracious Dutch Colonial offering expansive rooms and beautiful architectural
appointments throughout including beamed ceilings, gleaming hardwood floors
and beautiful detailed moldings. This home features 12 rooms, 7 bedrooms and
3.3 baths. Eat-in kitchen with Carrara marble countertops, impressive family room
with beamed ceiling and fireplace, office with outside entry and spacious master
bedroom retreat with incredible closet space and private bath. Situated on nearly
a half acre lot with private backyard with deck and covered side porch. Conveniently
located to schools, town, and NYC transportation.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday,  July 8th • 1-4PM

515 Trinity Place 2BN, Westfield Offered at $419,000
Located in the highly desirable Trinity Gardens, this sunny two bedroom, two
bath condominium offers incredible space and is move in ready. This condo boasts
an open floor plan, two story ceilings in living room, wood floors, wood burning
fireplace with marble surround and beautiful, big windows to let the outdoors in.
The generously sized foyer offers added space that can be used as an office and the
roomy breakfast nook provides access to the deck for relaxing. In unit laundry,
plenty of closet and storage space, elevator building and underground parking.
Two blocks from award winning downtown Westfield!

cil will meet the selected company
and analyze the approved tax map,
hopefully by the end of the month.
Then, the company can begin work
and complete the tax assessments
by 2020.

A resolution for the signing of a
contract that gives Enerchange
Power and Gas authorization to ana-
lyze the borough’s energy bills was
discussed. The council also had a
first reading to change the tags put
on parked cars to be peel-off stick-
ers — a less expensive alternative.

The council concluded with an

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RACE TO SUMMER...The Township of Scotch Plains hosted its third annual
Patrick's Downtown Race to Summer 5K last Wednesday with hundreds of local
residents participating. The race, which also featured a one-mile Fun Run for the
kids, was followed by a celebration on the Alan Augustine Village Green.
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Fanwood Council
executive session for a contract ne-
gotiation and possible litigation.

The next council meeting will be
held Monday, July 16, at 7 p.m., in
the Fanwood Borough Council
chambers.


