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DWC Reorganizes as Mayor
Joins Bd.; Town Hiring PR Dir.

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During its first
Board of Directors’ meeting of 2018,
held Monday evening, the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), the
management entity of the Special
Improvement District (SID), con-
ducted its annual reorganization of
the board.

Recently installed Westfield Mayor
Shelley Brindle was present for the
meeting. Ms. Brindle had previously
designated herself as a representative
to the board.

“I’m really excited about this,”

Mayor Brindle stated. “There’s a rea-
son I put myself on this board, and
there’s two boards I put myself on...it’s
this one and the planning board. I
think it reflects how critical I think
they are to Westfield’s future and
what I hope to do in terms of revital-
izing not only our downtown but re-
ally bringing in new businesses and
increasing our commercial tax base
and all those kinds of things that can
benefit all Westfield residents.

“I really think this a great opportu-
nity to take a fresh look at the DWC
and really what the mission is, what
the opportunities are, and really reex-

amine everything that we’ve done to
make sure it’s fitting in with the mis-
sion that we hope to achieve in the
future,” Mayor Brindle added.

The mayor introduced Westfield
resident Liz Jeffery, an economic de-
velopment professional who is vol-
unteering her time to be an economic
development advisor to the mayor. In
addition to her advisory role, she will
serve as a liaison for the mayor to
property owners, business owners and
the DWC. Ms. Jeffery also is the
economic development consultant for
the Borough of Fanwood.

Ms. Jeffery spoke briefly on her
role. “I just thought there is so much
need for extra focus and effort in
honoring the people of Westfield, and
I would step up and help the mayor
for the foreseeable future. I think it’s
necessary at this time to take a macro
look at our town and look at all the
multi-faceted issues. It takes a lot of
work and it takes a lot of manpower.
We will look at our own organic op-
portunities and challenges...I hope to
focus on the great bones we do have
and adding layers to bring ourselves
forward to the next couple decades.”

Next, the new board members nomi-
nated and voted for its leadership
positions. Patricia Hanigan was
elected DWC chairwoman, returning
member Alan De Rose was elected
vice-chairman, Gary Goodman was
elected treasurer and Miriam Verga
was elected secretary.

Also joining the board is town coun-
cil designee Dawn Mackey, recently
elected Westfield councilwoman from
Ward 4, and Jim Donofrio. Addition-
ally returning to the board is Shawn
Hanna and Town Administrator Jim
Gildea.

After the election process, the board
discussed a number of issues, includ-
ing the functions of various DWC
committees, the processes currently
in place when a business owner de-

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HEAR OUR VOICES...Crowds of marchers took part in the second annual Westfield Women’s March on Saturday. The
march was aimed this year at increasing turnout at the polls for the mid-term Congressional elections this November and for
the ousting of President Donald Trump.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HEAR OUR VOICES...Union County Freeholder Chairman Sergio Granados, at
right, marches along East Broad Street in the second annual Westfield Women’s
March on Saturday from the Westfield Train Station parking lot on North Avenue
to Mindowaskin Park on East Broad where a rally took place. Marches were held
throughout the country, including in Morristown, N.J. and New York City.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
NO LONGER EMINENT...The Cranford Township Committee voted 3 to 2 on
Tuesday night to remove the option of eminent domain on the properties pictured
along North Avenue East facing eastbound.

Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
REORGANIZED...Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle, center, attends her first
meeting of the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) Board of Directors on
Monday night when the DWC reorganized.

Property Owners Refute
Claims of Disrepair

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A group of busi-
ness owners along North Avenue East
between Centennial Avenue and Alden
Street said Wednesday that their prop-
erties are being labeled as condemned
or derelict when one searches their
properties online.

This comes as a result of the town-
ship hiring a planner to conduct a
study of this parcel of land, as well as
the fire house and the municipal park-
ing lot 1 on North Union and Spring-
field Avenues, to determine if the area
can be classified as a condemnation
area in need of redevelopment, which
would provide the township power of
eminent domain.

“How are all of our properties con-
demned on Google?” Rose
Finocchiaro, co-owner of Carmen’s
Auto Repair, asked in a roundtable
meeting held between business own-
ers of North Avenue East and Town-
ship Commissioner Jean-Albert
Maisonneuve, as well as Downtown
Management Corporation (DMC)
Chairwoman Kathleen Prunty and
DMC members Anthony Durante and
owner of Kilkenny House, Barry
O’Donovan.

When the planning board held a
presentation last week of the study
drafted by Planner Mike Mistretta of
Harbor Consultants, business owners
and residents packed the municipal
chambers to protest against the use of
eminent domain.

Harbor’s report concludes the en-
tire study area be declared a condem-
nation area in need of redevelop-
ment. The property owners who at-
tended Wednesday’s meeting wanted
to understand how their properties
could be classified as derelict consid-

ering they keep up their properties.
“My building is in disrepair...that’s

a joke,” said Gary Goodman, who
owns the two-story property on the
corner of Alden Street and North Av-
enue East.

Ralph Brunette, who owns the two-
story property next door to Mr.
Goodman’s at 25 North Avenue East,
said the study is not representative of
the upkeep he does to his building,
which houses a new salon and apart-
ments above. “Or does the town say
make it look as bad as you can?” to
the planner conducting the study, Mr.
Brunette said.

“I have a building — it is perfec-
tion — I may sue him,” referring to
Harbor Consultants, Mr. Brunette
said.

Judy Swick, owner of Chapman
Bros., a local plumbing business
founded in 1932, and Mr. Brunette
have both sought legal counsel.

Hector Alvarez, who owns Bar
Americana, as well as Ms. Swick,
said they both have plans to expand
their property, to add a residential use
above the ground level, but now that
their properties are marked as con-
demned it would make it difficult for
them to move forward with the ex-
pansion.

Mr. Alvarez added that should he
be forced out that his liquor license
could not be moved. Bar Americana
is a fairly new restaurant and bar, that
was completely remodeled and
changed its name (formerly Cervantes
of Spain).

“If you go to refinance, get a loan,
the bank will see your area is in a
redevelopment zone, condemned.
You will have to go through hurdles,”
Mr. Goodman said.

Eminent Domain Removed
From Prop. In Study Area

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Eminent domain
has been removed from the study to
determine if a parcel of land in the
downtown can be designated an area in
need of redevelopment. The township
committee voted Tuesday, 3-to-2, to
supersede a resolution passed last year
and replace it with a resolution autho-
rizing the committee request to the plan-
ning board to undertake conducting a
study of North Avenue East to deter-
mine if it can be designated a non-
condemnation area in need of redevel-
opment and/or area in need of rehabili-
tation.

In addition, the committee has re-
moved a number of properties from the
list that include viable businesses in
that area. The resolution, Mayor Tho-
mas Hannen, Jr. said, would request the
planning board only include township-
owned properties made up of the mu-
nicipal parking lot 1 and fire station, the
former MDTV building at 27 North
Avenue East, a parking area and road-

way adjacent to the train line, a parking
lot on 26-30 North Avenue East, as well
as Swan Cleaners at 44 North Avenue
East in the study.

“I believe we should preserve emi-
nent domain with respect to Swan Clean-
ers,” said Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley,
who voted against the amended resolu-
tion. She said the township would not
be liable to pay for any environmental
hazard remediation at the Swan Clean-
ers site if there was a condemnation
designation.

“This action to not include eminent
domain really challenges us to do any
redevelopment. That area has been in
need of rehabilitation for over a de-
cade,” said Commissioner Jean-Albert
Maisonneuve, who also voted against
amending the resolution.

The township’s affordable-housing
obligation also plays a part in the idea to
redevelop this part of North Avenue,
Ms. Dooley said. The township has
been ordered by the State Superior
Court, Union County, to have its obli-

School Board Marks Success
Of Westfield HS Football Team
By SARAH MCGRAIL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Football players
took to the stage at Westfield High
School (WHS) this week to celebrate
their third consecutive state champion-
ship and another undefeated season.

The Blue Devils lined up on stage to
be congratulated by the board of educa-
tion Tuesday because there were too
many of them to squeeze into the usual
meeting room at the Elm Street admin-
istration building.

“This is getting to be a bit of a habit,”
Board President Gretchan Ohlig told
them. “But it is a wonderful habit.”

The team won every game in the
2017 season and now has a 37-game
winning streak, the state’s best. In No-
vember, the team beat Bridgewater-
Raritan for the third consecutive year in
the state championship final.

Coach Jim DeSarno, assistant prin-
cipal at WHS, was named Coach of the
Year by NJ.com and the New Jersey
Coaches Association.

“This is a very special group and the
senior class has really set the bar very
high for our future teams. The thing that
stands out to me is how well this group
has represented our school and our
community. They have shone as ath-
letes in the biggest stadiums but, in their
sportsmanship and their enthusiasm,
they have really stood out,” Mr. DeSarno
said.

The board also celebrated two mem-
bers of the district staff who will retire
in 2018: John Pearce, a custodian at the
high school for 36 years, and Marie
Coveney, an art teacher at Franklin
Elementary School for 15 years.

Ms. Ohlig said that Mr. Pearce “in his
own time is on a mission to paint all the
stairwells at the high school and his
goal is to finish them before he retires at
the end of August.”

Board Vice-President Peggy Oster
told members that work on the new
website was ongoing and that the Tech-

nology Committee was continuing to
ensure the website would work for ev-
erybody.

Schools Superintendent Margaret
Dolan, Ed.D., said parents could e-mail
any member of the board if they wanted
to make suggestions.

Board member Amy Root said that
an idea that started off at Franklin El-
ementary School to have a Community
Service Day was being extended to all
the other schools in the district. Every
child in the district would have the
opportunity to do a hands-on project to
help other people so they can see how
even a small endeavor can make a
difference. Past projects have included
making lunches to be distributed at
soup kitchens and planting seedlings to
give to senior citizens.

Following the meeting, Superinten-
dent Dolan commented on the recent
vandalism at the high school, in which
graffiti was painted on the school build-
ing.

“This is very frustrating when we
work hard to maintain our buildings
and make them welcoming for stu-
dents,” she said.

The meeting was followed by a train-
ing session in Ethics for School Offi-
cials.

Gwen Thornton, field service repre-
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Clarification
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Recreation Commission is working
with John Bell, the engineer who has
been working on the design for the
upgrade of Tamaques Park, to sched-
ule a date to meet with the commis-
sioners at a future recreation com-
mission meeting to discuss the
Tamaques Park project.

Westfield Recreation Director Don
Bogardus said the commission is look-
ing to schedule Mr. Bell at a commis-
sion meeting in either March or, more
likely, April, as scheduling did not
work for Mr. Bell to be on the Febru-
ary 5 meeting agenda as reported by
The Westfield Leader.

Courtesy of Robert Algarin
LENDING HER VOICE...Carrie Hayes of Plainfield took part along with
thousands of others in New York City’s Women’s March on Saturday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
LARGE TURNOUT...Crowds of marchers took part in the second annual
Westfield Women’s March on Saturday from the Westfield Train Station parking
lot on North Avenue to Mindowaskin Park on East Broad where a rally took place.

BOE Gets Update on Fields,
Reviews Guidance Program

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Chief School
Administrator (CSA) Nancy Lubarsky
updated the public at Tuesday’s board
of education meeting on the status of
the upgrades to the Beechwood El-
ementary School fields.

According to Ms. Lubarsky, the ex-
isting budget contains sufficient funds
for cleanup and debris removal in the
third base area, repairs to the infield
and public grass areas, minor repairs
to the backstop, and the replacement
of a portion of the topsoil, all of which
will likely be completed later this year.
In addition, she explained that the
board is in the process of scheduling a
meeting with the vendor to finalize
plans for the installation of two play-
grounds — one for the preschool stu-
dents and one for the older students.
She cautioned that the schedule for the
installation of the playground was
weather dependent but that it would
likely be in place by the early spring
and will include handicap-accessible
free-standing equipment.

The bulk of Tuesday’s meeting was
spent on a presentation regarding a
review of the district’s guidance pro-
gram including recommendations for
improvement. The board asked for re-
view of the guidance program because
of the many new challenges students
face including issues associated with
social media, the widespread availabil-
ity of drugs and alcohol, and the rise of
anxiety disorders in teenagers. One of
the district’s goals for the upcoming
academic year is to assess, improve and
expand the services of the guidance
department to include a formal mental
health/wellness program to address is-
sues such as stress, depression, and
improvements in the substance-abuse

programs.
CSA Lubarsky noted that the tradi-

tional role of the guidance department
— scheduling, transiting to high school,
counseling, and crisis intervention —
has changed and expanded to include
the many new initiatives and state man-
dates relating to harassment, intimida-
tion and bullying, and standardized test-
ing. As a result of these increased de-
mands and changing responsibilities, a
decision has been made to develop a
Social Emotional Student Wellness
Curriculum for students in grades K
through 8. Two new guidance counse-
lors have been hired. Kristen DalCortivo
will be a full-time counselor for grades
3 to 8 and Ramona Ramesar will be a
part-time counselor for grades Pre K to
5. Both women will assist the board in
selecting an appropriate social and
emotional learning program for the stu-
dents.

According to Ms. Lubarsky, the
timeline for implementation anticipates
that the team will be in a position to
make recommendations to the board by
the end of the school year. During the
public comment portion of the meet-
ing, a resident expressed concern about
the possible inclusion of “mindfulness”
and meditation which might be prob-
lematic for certain Christian students.

The board approved field trips to the
Union County Teen Arts Festival, the
Jazz in the Middle Festival at Chatham
Middle School and the Watson Adven-
tures at Princeton; approved the safety
and security drill reports for both
Deerfield and Beechwood Schools, and
handled several administrative and per-
sonnel matters including tuition reim-
bursement and leave requests.

Earlier in the meeting, CSA
Lubarsky introduced Councilwoman
Wendy Fech-Caccamo, who will serve
as this year’s school board liaison.
Councilwoman Fech-Caccamo gave
a short statement during which she
thanked the members for their ser-
vice and expressed her enthusiasm
for working with them to support
Mountainside parents and students.

CSA Lubarsky presented each
board member with a certificate of
appreciation and read a proclamation
acknowledging that January has been
declared School Board Recognition
Month. She urged all residents to
recognize the contributions made by
the more than 5,000 New Jersey resi-
dents who volunteer to serve on the
more than 581 local school boards
that support the education of over 1.4
million public-school students.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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DWC
sires to open in Westfield, and a brief
overview of the events held through-
out the year that are sponsored by the
DWC.

The board also discussed poten-
tially adding to the boundaries of the
Special Improvement District, which
would increase the number of busi-
nesses in the district. DWC Execu-
tive Director Sherry Cronin stated
that particular issue is complicated
and a “long way off.”

During the liaison portion of the
meeting, Mr. Gildea said the town has
opened a new position and was ac-
cepting résumés for a public relations
officer, which potentially could have
implications for the DWC and the
way the board communicates with
the public.

The DWC’s next board of directors
meeting, open to the general public,
is scheduled for Monday, February
26, at 7:30 p.m. The DWC office is
located at 105 Elm Street, on the
basement level.

American Water Discusses
$3-M. Water Main Upgrade

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — New Jersey Ameri-
can Water (American Water) field op-
erations manager Michael Bange of-
fered a proposal to Mayor Charles
Lombardo and the borough council of
a $3-million water main revitalization
program for Garwood’s south side at
Tuesday’s governing body meeting.

American Water would pay for pipe
restoration, absorbing the $3-million
cost burden. The restoration will im-
prove water quality and water pressure.
An official presentation will be made,
including a question-and-answer pe-
riod, for concerned residents at the
Tuesday, February 13 council meeting.

Mr. Bange said restoring pipes would
reduce water-main breaks. He said a
projected reduction in municipal dol-
lars spent on borough insurance would
coincide with a better water flow used
to fight fires.

He said American Water will pay for
all before and after construction costs
needed to access the pipes. He also said
that American Water is responsible for
curbside landscape repairs while
homeowners are responsible from the
left side of the curb to the water valve
outside their homes.

Mr. Bange said the restoration pro-
cess will begin with fire hydrants and
other service valves. The process will
happen in various phases beginning in
February with a mid-October end date.

“The good outweighs the negative,”
said Councilwoman Sara Todisco, as
she reflected on the “long-term ben-
efits” the project brings to the borough
at no cost to the taxpayer.

Mr. Bange said all residents will be
notified with specific details on how
long each phase will be and what each
phase entails. He said American Water
has completed similar projects in other
towns, “spreading the money around”
to update servicing pipes.

He said that American Water con-
struction inspector RJ Serridge will dis-
tribute his number to all affected house-
holds to provide resourceful informa-
tion or resolve any unexpected issues
throughout the project.

In other business, the council intro-
duced an ordinance increasing the De-
partment of Public Works (DPW) fore-
man salary from the current three extra
dollars per hour to six extra dollars per

hour. Mayor Lombardo became the
deciding vote as the council was dead-
locked between three yes votes and
three no votes.

Councilwoman Blumenstock intro-
duced the ordinance on behalf of the
streets and roads sub-committee. The
pay rate is in comparison to hourly for
entry-level DPW employees or “labor-
ers,” Ms. Blumenstock stated. Ms.
Blumenstock said a foreman’s respon-
sibilities have increased over the last
several decades.

“It turns out that the salary rate has
not been looked at or changed in two
decades. Laborers grandfathered in may
be making the same or close to a fore-
man. Benefits are no longer fully paid
for,” Ms. Blumenstock added.

The streets and roads committee
voted 2 to 1 on whether or not to place
the ordinance introduction prior to the
council meeting. Councilman Marc
Lazarow and Ms. Blumenstock sup-
ported the measure on the agenda while
Councilman Richard McCormack did
not.

“(The salary) is still at the low end of
surrounding towns, but what we think is
fair and equitable,” said Ms.
Blumenstock, in comparing DPW fore-
man pay to surrounding towns.

Both Mr. Lazarow and Ms. Todisco
said they supported Ms. Blumenstock’s
assertion on a need for an “equitable
pay for borough employees.”

Ms. Todisco said she does not sup-
port holding Garwood employees to a
lesser pay standard by viewing
“Garwood in a bubble.” She said the
borough should instead analyze what
other surrounding towns are doing when
making decisions.

Mr. Sarno stated the raise will cost
the borough an estimated extra $10,000
per year. He questioned how the raise
can be given before a financial budget
is finalized.

Resident Kathy Villaggio stated the
raise should not be awarded until after
the 2018 budget is finalized. Ms.
Villaggio stated a little extra wait to
make a decision would be reasonable,
especially since the wait has been more
than two decades.

“What precedent are we setting for
other borough employees?” said Mr.
McCormack, asking fellow council
members if pay increases will be sug-
gested or requested in other depart-
ments.

“Fair and equitable? I would love to
give everyone a 50-million-dollar raise,”
said Ms. Cuccaro, questioning where
money will come from to accommo-
date the raise in the budget.

“How did this originate? How come
it wasn’t discussed beforehand?” asked
Councilman Sarno.

Councilman Sarno criticized the raise
as an ordinance introduction because it
was introduced directly to the agenda
versus being discussed during the work-
shop meeting and investigated by the
sub-committee.

“Sometimes it is hard to un-see facts,”
said Ms. Todisco, referring to the sub-
committee’s discovery in pay disparity,
prompting the introduction of the ordi-
nance.

Mayor Lombardo said he believes in
the committee system.

Ms. Todisco thanked Mr.
McCormack for meeting with her to
discuss council matters in a profes-
sional yet private setting. Ms. Todisco
stated this is an example of bipartisan-
ship needed to foster well-discussed
decisions for borough residents.

gations in place by the end of this year.
“You can’t do it on property owners’

back,” resident Rita LaBrutto said dur-
ing public comment.

“I think we have other options,” Com-
missioner Mary O’Connor said. She
said rehabilitating the area could be
done by having discussions with the
property owners to create a cohesive
streetscape, and have redevelopment in
the area, “without disrupting family-
owned businesses that are Cranford
staples.”

Some of the business owners who
operate in the study area said the town-
ship should have let them know the
committee was to vote on a resolution
to conduct a study.

“While there are some people who
want to see this town have a more urban
setting, I don’t believe most of our
residents of any generation, from
millennials to seniors, want that. The
township needs to fulfill its affordable-

housing obligation but, “we need to do
it without losing our identity,” Com-
missioner O’Connor said.

Resident Kathy Allegro suggested
the township have a professional present
to the community an explanation of the
township’s affordable-housing obliga-
tions.

One resident asked that the commit-
tee consider the flooding issues within
the township before governing body
members allow more development. “I
would love to see more open space,”
resident Dawn Nalepa said during pub-
lic comment.

“I don’t want any more high-density
(housing),” Ms. Nalepa said.

Mai Reitmeyer, who grew up in Cran-
ford, moved back to the township five
years ago, “because we love that Cran-
ford is a place we can literally run our
errands, go to Marino’s to get fresh fish,
go to Breadsmith and get bread, and get
fresh vegetables from Dreyer’s...It’s like
Europe.”

As a way to improve the streetscape,
Ms. Nalepa also suggested the town-
ship have the owner of Swan Cleaners
paint the outside and talk to the owner
of the gas station on the corner of
Springfield and North Avenues about
doing some work on his building and
adding some bushes.

Converting the township parking lot
on North Avenue that is part of the study
area into a commuter lot also was pro-
posed by Ms. Nalepa.

sentative with the New Jersey School
Boards Association, reminded board
members of their responsibility to the
community to make decisions that are
in the best interests of every child in the
district.

“You speak for the kids,” she told
them. “You are the children’s voice.”

The board was surprised to hear that
new rules meant board members were
restricted in volunteering to help out
with school activities, such as coaching
sports or running clubs.

Any volunteering that involves a
board member spending time interact-
ing with school staff on a regular basis
or volunteering for activities that in-
volved collecting money are no longer
allowed.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Prop. Owners
“It makes me nauseous your prop-

erties will be undervalued,” Commis-
sioner Maisonneuve said.

Mr. Goodman asked if the property
owner or business owner will receive
a letter from the township saying the
property will not be taken.

“What is the response going to be in
those scenarios?” Ms. Swick asked.

“The harm that is done to everyone
— it is suicidal,” Mr. Alvarez said.

Some of the questions the business
owners want answered are, what
prompted this study, can the study be
changed to only include the closed Swan
Cleaners property and the MDTV build-
ing, what are the next steps, how much
will this study cost, how much does the
township project to make should a de-
veloper buy the land, and what is the
township’s strategy.

“I will be at Monday’s meeting and
I will bring up every point, every
concern,” Mr. Maisonneuve said.
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Board OKs Afford.-Housing
Settlement Without Enthusiasm

Teachers, Professional Staff
Receive Governor’s Awards

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board on Monday gave its unen-
thusiastic support to the township’s
settlement of litigation with develop-
ers over Scotch Plains’ affordable-
housing obligations.

The settlement is “not very palat-
able to any of us,” said Board Chair-
woman Paulette Coronato, speaking
of the agreement that will result in
598 affordable-housing units being
built in several locations over the
next seven years. She and other board
members expressed concerns at the
board’s meeting about the effect of
the new housing on local schools and
infrastructure. The affordable-hous-

ing units will comprise about 15 per-
cent of what is expected to be more
than 3,000 total new housing units set
to be developed in the coming years.

As he did at last week’s township
council meeting, Mayor Alexander
Smith said on Monday that he is hop-
ing that state legislators take action so
that the housing obligation figures
end up being “something reasonable.”

The board’s unanimous vote to
endorse the settlement, which will be
formally ratified next month by state
Superior Court Judge Karen Cassidy,
came after a detailed briefing by plan-
ner Michael Mistretta and the
township’s affordable-housing attor-
ney, Robert Renaud, who told the
board he could not think of any rea-

son for the members to reject the
settlement agreement, although he
admitted the board would be “doing
so while holding our noses.”

Mr. Mistretta told the planning
board the new housing will be located
in several different areas of Scotch
Plains. The Bowcraft Amusement
Park site on Route 22 will be devel-
oped into a 200-unit complex, with
35 of those units being tagged as
affordable. The Lamberts Mill Road
property where the Amberg garden
center is now located will be devel-
oped into a 125-unit complex with 19
affordable units. A tract of land on
North Avenue next to the Charlie
Brown’s restaurant will be turned into
a five-townhome, seven-apartment
complex, two of which will be classi-
fied as affordable. A slice of adjacent
land to the west will be donated by the
developer to the township and serve
as a buffer between the new housing
and the single-family homes to the
west.

The Parker Garden site on Terrill
Road will be turned into apartments
containing 228 units and two rows of
townhomes, with 34 deemed as af-
fordable. A 2.5-acre wedge of prop-
erty adjacent to the Terrill Middle
School property will be remediated
by the developer and turned over to
the township as green space and pos-
sible use as playing fields. A third of
an acre of property across the right-
of-way at the rear of the Parker prop-
erty also will be turned over to the
township by the developer.

Mr. Renaud called the Parker com-
ponent “the cornerstone of the settle-
ment,” calling attention to the
township’s success in persuading the
developer of that property to donate
the two tracts of land to the munici-
pality. “That doesn’t happen every-
where,” he said. Mr. Mistretta noted
that the density of the Parker site had

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Eleven district
teachers and seven district profession-
als were honored last Thursday evening
with Governor’s Awards at the begin-
ning of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes, Ed.D., as well as members of
the board of education, read the names
of the teachers, which included Mary
Jean Madden, Pre K teacher at Brunner
Elementary School; Paula Reilly, art
teacher at Coles Elementary School;
Kate Buldo, third-grade teacher at Ev-
ergreen Elementary School; Dorothy
Lusk, second-grade teacher at McGinn
Elementary School; Raymond
Ciecwisz, physical education teacher at
School One; John Gillick, music teacher
at Terrill Middle School, and Marjorie
Fitzgibbon, business teacher at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. Recipi-
ents of the 2017 New Jersey Exemplary
Secondary Educators Awards were Sara
Durand, Terrill Middle School; Jamie
Yakencheck, language arts teacher at
Park Middle School, and Marie
Concepcion, a high-school world-lan-
guage teacher.

Recipients of the Governor’s Educa-
tional Service Professional of the Year
awards included Erin Kekelis, class-
room aide at Brunner; Kathryn
Maughan, classroom aide at Coles; Lisa
Miguelino, classroom aide at McGinn;
Lynn DeMarsico, classroom aide at
School One; Jason Cross, counselor at
Park Middle School, and Candace
Kilmer, guidance counselor at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

After all the teachers and profession-
als were honored, Superintendent Hayes
stated, “Congratulations to all the re-
cipients of these awards. We are a better
district for having these fine people

working for us.”
In other business, a draft of the

district’s 2017-2018 goals was pre-
sented by Superintendent Hayes. She
stated that the goals were in four major
areas including: Health and Wellness,
Real World Connections Across the
Curriculum, Professional Development,
and Community/Parent Engagement.

Under Health and Wellness, some of
the goals mentioned were brain breaks
to re-group, develop and implement
social skills activities in the elementary
schools for identified students, fourth
graders will explore integrating music,
writing and puppetry into project-based
learning, and high-school scheduling
options will be implemented to im-
prove students’ learning experiences.

Under Real World Connections
Across the Curriculum, an Arts Integra-
tion team will examine integrating art
and music into the seventh-grade writ-
ing workshop, review innovative prac-
tices to implement more Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Art and Math
(STEAM) activities and proficiencies
for grades K through 8 during the 2018-
2019 school year, and to continue
teacher professional development on
bringing visual art and music into writ-
ing workshop classes in grades 5 through
8.

Under professional development, the
district has set goals to deepen under-
standing of math teaching as well as
students’ conceptual understanding of
fraction concepts, pilot a “Flex Profes-
sional Development” in the winter/
spring of 2018 to provide teachers with
additional customized professional de-
velopment experiences, participate in
writing workshops professional devel-
opment for kindergarten, first- and sec-
ond-grade teachers with Matt Hall, and
implement the third year of the Build-

Frazee House Renovations
Set to Begin In Spring

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With the
necessary funding hopefully in place
soon, the Rotary Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains, which is overseeing
the effort to refurbish the historic
Frazee House, hopes to start restora-
tion of the nearly 300-year-old house
in late spring or early summer.

At the township council’s meeting
last week, Andrew Calamaras, presi-
dent of the board of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee House,

said the group remains about
$200,000 short of what it needs to
begin work on the house that is lo-
cated at the corner of Raritan Road
and Terrill Road. Prior to his remarks,
Susan Checchio, the daughter of the
late Mauro Checchio, a former town-
ship mayor, told the council that her
family would make a $25,000 dona-
tion to the restoration efforts in honor
of her father. She expressed her hope
that the donation “kick-starts some
excitement in the community” and
encourages others to donate.

Legend has it that after the Battle of
the Short Hills in 1777, British troops
marching past the Frazee House
smelled bread that Betty Frazee was
baking. When two generals asked her
for a loaf of bread, she offered it to
them, with the caveat that, “I give you
this bread through fear, not in love.”
Hearing this, the British generals then
left without taking any bread.

Mr. Calamaras lauded the kickoff
of the last phase of the fund-raising
campaign “with such a wonderful
gift,” and urged residents and others
to donate via an online site that is
accessible through the group’s website
at frazeehouse.org. “Every little bit is
going to help,” Mayor Alexander
Smith said.

The council also introduced a sign
ordinance that sets out what is and is

not permissible in the downtown busi-
ness district as well as elsewhere.
Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta said
at the January 16 meeting that the
revised ordinance, which will be voted
on at the council’s Tuesday, February
20 meeting, will permit downtown
businesses to put out freestanding A-
frame signs on the sidewalk in front
of their establishments as well as al-
low the hanging of perpendicular signs
that stick out from the front of their
building above the sidewalk. LED
signs will be allowed everywhere
except the downtown district, Mr.
LaCosta said. He said a number of
establishments — including Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, Union
Catholic High School, the Jewish
Community Center, the Immaculate
Heart of Mary Roman Catholic
Church and the Grillestone restau-
rant — have contacted his office about
installing LED signs.

Earlier in the meeting, Thomas
Strowe, the township’s redevelopment
coordinator, reviewed some of the
key points of the downtown redevel-
opment committee’s annual report and
answered questions from council
members. With the township now
having reached a settlement of litiga-
tion regarding its affordable-housing
obligations, it is expected that the

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON TO THE NEXT HOLIDAY...With the holiday season over, it was time last
weekend to take down the Christmas decorations at a Scotch Plains restaurant.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SHOOTING HOOPS IN WINTER...After weeks of cold weather, sunny skies and
temperatures in the low 50s last Saturday coaxed people outdoors, including a
father and son shooting hoops at Kramer Manor Park in Scotch Plains.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HEAR OUR VOICES...Crowds of marchers took part in the second annual Westfield Women’s March on Saturday. The
march was aimed this year at increasing turnout at the polls for the mid-term Congressional elections this November and for
the ousting of President Donald Trump.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ROLLER SKATING WEATHER...The warm spell of weather last Saturday
coaxed people outdoors, including a Scotch Plains mother watching as her son
tried out his new roller blades.
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Fanwood Rec. Addresses
Pet Ordinances, Budget
By LAUREN A. SILVA

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — There was much
discussion about budget issues and
the borough’s pet ordinances at Tues-
day night’s Fanwood Recreation
Commission meeting. Director Bob
Budiansky and borough council liai-
son, Erin McElroy-Barker, spoke at
length about the budget.

Commissioner Joe Valente opened
up the meeting to the public about the
pet ordinance, speaking about how
much research he did recently re-
garding Fanwood’s pet ordinances.
Two members of the public had op-
posing viewpoints about pets being
allowed in LaGrande Park.

Fanwood resident Phyllis Mahoney
said that she has many concerns about
what she described as irresponsible
dog owners at the park. She said that
there are signs everywhere that people
disregard and that has seen dogs in
the tennis courts and the skateboard
park. Ms. Mahoney added that many
dogs are not on leashes and also are
by areas where children play. She
said this is a safety and cleanliness
issue and asked the commission to

put in more receptacles for dog waste.
Commissioner Valente responded

by saying, “We will look at other
towns and see what the law is and who
enforces the rules of the park. We will
raise it up to the police.”

Another Fanwood resident said that
he walks his dog along the curb by
LaGrande Park and that people at the
park yell at him for doing so. He said
that he should be able to walk his dog
through the park on a leash.

“There may be a way to amend the
rules,” Mr. Budiansky said.

Mr. Valente requested that a mo-
tion be made to amend the current
rules and that dogs on leashes could
be allowed on the paths and along the
perimeter of the parks. The commis-
sion decided to postpone this motion
until February’s meeting.

Mike Kelly, the commission’s trea-
surer, presented his monthly report.
He said that in December there was
little revenue and expenses. Most of
the revenue was generated by facility
rentals and senior programs that to-
taled $1,700. Mr. Budiansky spoke
about the Forest Road Park Master
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Awards

Correction
In last week’s report on the January

16 Scotch Plains Township Council
meeting regarding the township’s af-
fordable-housing obligations, it was
erroneously reported that 105 of those
housing units planned for the Parker
Garden site on Terrill Road would be
tagged as affordable housing. In real-
ity, 34 of the units at the Parker site
will be deemed as affordable hous-
ing. We regret the error.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Housing

process of not only building new hous-
ing but also expanding commercial
and retail space in the downtown will
start up in earnest this year. The initial
focus will be on the municipal-owned
properties between Bartle Avenue and
Grand Street where the Scotch Plains
Public Library and municipal park-
ing lot are located and on the town-
ship lot, municipal building and fire

been reduced during negotiations
from 30 units per acre to 17.

The remaining 437 affordable-
housing units, Mr. Mistretta told the
board, will be situated in and around
the downtown business district —
mainly along Park Avenue, East Sec-
ond Street and Terrill Road — as part
of the redevelopment efforts currently
underway, on Jerusalem Road across
from Scotch Hills Country Club and
on Beryllium Road and Waldheim
Avenue off Plainfield Avenue.

Prior to the board’s vote, Vice-
Chairman Joseph Doyle expressed
his concerns about the density of the
housing being proposed as well as its
effects on local infrastructure and the
fact that no outside financial assis-
tance for upgrading roads, sewers
and the like is being provided. But, he
said, “since this is what we have, this
is what we have to deal with.”

Board member Robert LaCosta, the
township’s long-time zoning officer,
recalled — perhaps with a bit of nos-
talgia — that when farmland on the
south side of Scotch Plains was being
developed into the Stirling Chase
development in the 1980s, people
complained then that the building of
just three units per acre at that site
“was ruining the town.”

ing Teaching Leadership Capacity grant
supported by the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education in collaboration with
Kean University, the Plainfield Public
Schools and the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Public Schools.

Parent and community engagement
goals include collaborating with the
Scotch Plains Public Library to foster
literacy engagement through evening
programs, review best practices in
website maintenance, review new com-
pliance guidelines for maintaining
school district websites and review how
districts use best practices in Twitter
and Facebook accounts.

The next Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting will be
held on Tuesday, January 30, at 7:30
p.m., in the administration building at
Cedar Street and Evergreen Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MARCHERS WITH A MESSAGE...Union County Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados, at right, marches along East Broad Street in the second annual
Westfield Women’s March on Saturday from the Westfield Train Station parking
lot on North Avenue to Mindowaskin Park on East Broad where a rally took place.
Marches were held throughout the country, including in Morristown, N.J. and
New York City.

Plan update. Ms. McElroy-Barker
said that it will be on the borough
council’s agenda in early February.

Mr. Budiansky mentioned the up-
coming Easter egg hunt on Saturday,
March 24, at 10 a.m. The council
agreed to plan the Easter egg hunt
according to how it has been run the
past several years. There will be some
changes with prizes.

Mr. Budiansky concluded the meet-
ing by presenting the director’s re-
port about the budget. He said that he
recently submitted the budget to the
borough. They decreased the operat-
ing budget by 10 percent. Ms.
McElroy-Barker said there are a few
reasons for this. “There is a lull in the
revenue part of the budget. There is a
loss of revenue from some of the state
and local tax reforms,” she stated.
She said that she will follow up with
the borough’s financial officer and
speak more about this at the
commission’s February meeting.

Mr. Budiansky said that, “the com-
mission made almost $30,000 in profit
from the recreation trust last year.”
He then went over last year’s ex-
penses and profits month by month.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Frazee House

BOE Gets Update on Fields,
Reviews Guidance Program

Eminent Domain Removed
From Prop. In Study Area

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Eminent domain
has been removed from the study to
determine if a parcel of land in the
downtown can be designated an area
in need of redevelopment. The town-
ship committee voted Tuesday, 3-to-
2, to supersede a resolution passed
last year and replace it with a resolu-
tion authorizing the committee re-
quest to the planning board to under-
take conducting a study of North Av-
enue East to determine if it can be
designated a non-condemnation area
in need of redevelopment and/or area
in need of rehabilitation.

In addition, the committee has re-
moved a number of properties from
the list that include viable businesses
in that area. The resolution, Mayor
Thomas Hannen, Jr. said, would re-
quest the planning board only include
township-owned properties made up
of the municipal parking lot 1 and fire
station, the former MDTV building at
27 North Avenue East, a parking area
and roadway adjacent to the train
line, a parking lot on 26-30 North
Avenue East, as well as Swan Clean-
ers at 44 North Avenue East in the
study.

“I believe we should preserve emi-
nent domain with respect to Swan
Cleaners,” said Deputy Mayor Ann
Dooley, who voted against the
amended resolution. She said the
township would not be liable to pay
for any environmental hazard
remediation at the Swan Cleaners site
if there was a condemnation designa-
tion.

“This action to not include eminent
domain really challenges us to do any
redevelopment. That area has been in
need of rehabilitation for over a de-
cade,” said Commissioner Jean-
Albert Maisonneuve, who also voted
against amending the resolution.

The township’s affordable-housing
obligation also plays a part in the idea
to redevelop this part of North Av-
enue, Ms. Dooley said. The township
has been ordered by the State Supe-
rior Court, Union County, to have its
obligations in place by the end of this
year.

“You can’t do it on property own-
ers’ back,” resident Rita LaBrutto
said during public comment.

“I think we have other options,”
Commissioner Mary O’Connor said.
She said rehabilitating the area could
be done by having discussions with
the property owners to create a cohe-
sive streetscape, and have redevelop-
ment in the area, “without disrupting
family-owned businesses that are
Cranford staples.”

Some of the business owners who
operate in the study area said the
township should have let them know
the committee was to vote on a reso-
lution to conduct a study.

“While there are some people who
want to see this town have a more
urban setting, I don’t believe most of
our residents of any generation, from
millennials to seniors, want that. The
township needs to fulfill its afford-
able-housing obligation but, “we need
to do it without losing our identity,”
Commissioner O’Connor said.

Resident Kathy Allegro suggested
the township have a professional
present to the community an explana-
tion of the township’s affordable-
housing obligations.

One resident asked that the com-
mittee consider the flooding issues

within the township before governing
body members allow more develop-
ment. “I would love to see more open
space,” resident Dawn Nalepa said
during public comment.

“I don’t want any more high-den-
sity (housing),” Ms. Nalepa said.

Mai Reitmeyer, who grew up in
Cranford, moved back to the town-
ship five years ago, “because we love
that Cranford is a place we can liter-
ally run our errands, go to Marino’s to
get fresh fish, go to Breadsmith and
get bread, and get fresh vegetables
from Dreyer’s...It’s like Europe.”

As a way to improve the streetscape,
Ms. Nalepa also suggested the town-
ship have the owner of Swan Clean-
ers paint the outside and talk to the
owner of the gas station on the corner
of Springfield and North Avenues
about doing some work on his build-
ing and adding some bushes.

Converting the township parking
lot on North Avenue that is part of the
study area into a commuter lot also
was proposed by Ms. Nalepa.

house on Park Avenue.
In other business, township offi-

cials are targeting Thursday, Febru-
ary 1, for formally reopening the
Shady Rest clubhouse at Scotch Hills
Country Club. The council last week
approved an additional $16,134 for
interior work, something necessitated
by the need to upgrade the electrical
wiring, installing a hand sink and
grease traps in the kitchen and up-
grading the main water line.

“The seniors will be in there on
February 1,” said Margaret Heisey,
the township’s special projects coor-
dinator. While Mayor Smith ex-
pressed his frustration with the de-
lays, he noted that the facility is a
historical building that requires care-
ful work as it is being refurbished. “I
think people are going to be pleased
with it,” he added.

Also at last week’s meeting, Police
Chief Ted Conley oversaw the swear-
ing-in of three new police officers,
Richard Sopko, Michael Smolinski
and Charles Tripet.

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Chief School
Administrator (CSA) Nancy Lubarsky
updated the public at Tuesday’s board
of education meeting on the status of
the upgrades to the Beechwood El-
ementary School fields.

According to Ms. Lubarsky, the ex-
isting budget contains sufficient funds
for cleanup and debris removal in the
third base area, repairs to the infield and
public grass areas, minor repairs to the
backstop, and the replacement of a
portion of the topsoil, all of which will
likely be completed later this year. In
addition, she explained that the board is
in the process of scheduling a meeting
with the vendor to finalize plans for the
installation of two playgrounds — one
for the preschool students and one for
the older students. She cautioned that
the schedule for the installation of the
playground was weather dependent but
that it would likely be in place by the
early spring and will include handicap-
accessible free-standing equipment.

The bulk of Tuesday’s meeting was
spent on a presentation regarding a
review of the district’s guidance pro-
gram including recommendations for
improvement. The board asked for re-
view of the guidance program because
of the many new challenges students
face including issues associated with
social media, the widespread availabil-
ity of drugs and alcohol, and the rise of
anxiety disorders in teenagers. One of
the district’s goals for the upcoming
academic year is to assess, improve and
expand the services of the guidance
department to include a formal mental
health/wellness program to address is-
sues such as stress, depression, and
improvements in the substance-abuse
programs.

CSA Lubarsky noted that the tradi-
tional role of the guidance department
— scheduling, transiting to high school,
counseling, and crisis intervention —
has changed and expanded to include
the many new initiatives and state man-
dates relating to harassment, intimida-
tion and bullying, and standardized test-
ing. As a result of these increased de-
mands and changing responsibilities, a
decision has been made to develop a
Social Emotional Student Wellness
Curriculum for students in grades K
through 8. Two new guidance counse-
lors have been hired. Kristen DalCortivo
will be a full-time counselor for grades
3 to 8 and Ramona Ramesar will be a
part-time counselor for grades Pre K to
5. Both women will assist the board in
selecting an appropriate social and
emotional learning program for the stu-
dents.

According to Ms. Lubarsky, the
timeline for implementation anticipates
that the team will be in a position to
make recommendations to the board by
the end of the school year. During the
public comment portion of the meet-
ing, a resident expressed concern about
the possible inclusion of “mindfulness”
and meditation which might be prob-
lematic for certain Christian students.

The board approved field trips to
the Union County Teen Arts Festi-
val, the Jazz in the Middle Festival at
Chatham Middle School and the
Watson Adventures at Princeton; ap-
proved the safety and security drill
reports for both Deerfield and
Beechwood Schools, and handled
several administrative and person-
nel matters including tuition reim-
bursement and leave requests.

Earlier in the meeting, CSA
Lubarsky introduced Councilwoman
Wendy Fech-Caccamo, who will serve
as this year’s school board liaison.
Councilwoman Fech-Caccamo gave
a short statement during which she
thanked the members for their ser-
vice and expressed her enthusiasm
for working with them to support
Mountainside parents and students.

CSA Lubarsky presented each
board member with a certificate of
appreciation and read a proclama-
tion acknowledging that January has
been declared School Board Recog-
nition Month. She urged all resi-
dents to recognize the contributions
made by the more than 5,000 New
Jersey residents who volunteer to
serve on the more than 581 local
school boards that support the edu-
cation of over 1.4 million public-
school students.

Courtesy of David Williams
WOMEN POWER...The second annual Women’s March drew lots of people of all
ages as evident of these participants marching down East Broad Street on
Saturday morning.

Courtesy of Robert Algarin
LENDING HER VOICE...Carrie Hayes of Plainfield took part along with
thousands of others in New York City’s Women’s March on Saturday.
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Union County Clerk Reports
10 Percent Hike In Revenue
COUNTY – Union County Clerk

Joanne Rajoppi reports that revenues
for property recordings by her office
totaled $44.3 million in 2017, a 10
percent increase over 2016 and the
highest since the global financial crash
of 2008.

Passport volume and business ac-
tivities also continued to increase in
2017. Revenues from this division
reached the highest in the history of
the office with a total of $763,237.

“The 2016 total was $40.44 mil-
lion for property recordings, and that
was our previous post-crash high,”
said Ms. Rajoppi. “The increase to
$44.29 million in 2017 represents
more evidence that economic activity
in Union County continues to
strengthen and that recovery from the
2008 downturn is almost complete.”

Revenues from property transac-
tions peaked just before the crash, at
$48 million in 2006, before falling to
$45 million in 2007 and $38 million
in 2008. In the years immediately
following, revenues were in the $23
million range.

Ms. Rajoppi noted that for the third
year in a row, revenue from foreclo-

sures declined.
“That is one area in which a down-

ward trend is welcome news,” said
Ms. Rajoppi. “In 2016 there were
1,881 foreclosure filings in Union
County, and that figure dropped to
1,490 in 2017.”

Ms. Rajoppi noted that although
activity in her office has increased in
recent years, all documents are re-
corded on the same day they are sub-
mitted.

“Our experienced staff is dedicated
to excellence in service, and our e-
recording platform provides conve-
nient 24/7 accessibility,” said Ms.
Rajoppi. “Approximately 12 percent
of all documents are now recorded
electronically.

In addition to increasing efficiency,
e-recording eliminates paper and
helps conserve resources.

In 2016 the office of the Union
County Clerk was one of only five
counties out of 1,200 eligible coun-
ties nationally to receive the National
2016 e-Recording All-Star Trailblazer
Award for demonstrating leadership
in the use of electronic recording tech-
nology.

Jim Lowney/County of Union
SECURITY BRIEFING...During his tour of Union County facilities and associ-
ated institutions, Union County Sheriff Peter Corvelli, right, spoke with Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools Superintendent Peter Capodice and Sheriff’s
Officer Hope Arthur about security and safety at the schools’ campus in Scotch
Plains.

RVSA Approves Budget
With 2.61-Percent Increase

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) Board
of Directors last week approved their
2018 budget, including a new fund to
cushion possible impacts of a new
state law capping increases in bud-
gets of sewer authorities. Also,
Westfield’s new commissioner was
sworn in and some RVSA employees
were absent due to an event they were
participating in at Westfield’s
McKinley Elementary School.

The 2018 RVSA budget is 2.61
percent over 2017, from $25,601,250
to $26,272,500, or an increase of
$638,500. Each of the 11 member
municipalities is assessed a percent-
age of the budget based on a formula
using three variables: total flow, BOD
(Biochemical Oxygen Demand) and
TSS (Total Suspended Solids) based
on metering done by the Authority at
multiple locations in its system.

The assessments by town (with
percentage of total) are as follows:
Clark, $1,997,106, down $61,999 (-
3.01 percent); Cranford, $1,671,502,
up $44,871 (+2.76 percent);
Garwood, $697,718, up $63,615
(+10.03 percent); Kenilworth,
$908,922, up $201,373 (+28.46 per-
cent); Mountainside, $927,921, up
$52,347 (+5.98 percent); Rahway,
$4,124,408, down $138,452 (-3.25
percent); Roselle Park, $396,938,
down $53,504 (-11.88 percent);
Scotch Plains, $1,430,752, up
$31,455 (+2.25 percent); Springfield,
$2,598,606, up $60,713 (+2.39 per-
cent); Westfield, $3,770,425, up
$258,004 (+7.35 percent); and
Woodbridge, $6,535,702, up
$180,077 (+2.83 percent). In protest
of the 28-percent assessment increase
to Kenilworth, Commissioner Rich-
ard LoForte voted against the budget.

At the meeting, the commissioners

chose between two budgets which
differed by $100,000. That amount
was included in the second option as
a new line item referred to as an
assessment stabilization fund. It adds
that amount to the budget in an effort
to reduce fluctuations in the total as-
sessments to member municipalities.
This increase of 0.4 percent was a
response to a new law, originally pre-
sented in the State Legislature as S-
848, which limits sewer authorities to
a 2-percent increase.

The RVSA had lobbied against the
new law, which was one of former
Governor Chris Christie’s last bill
signings, because certain costs in-
curred by sewer authorities, such as
energy, are highly variable. The bud-
get which included the added amount
was chosen to try to protect the Au-
thority from potentially failing to com-
ply with the new law.

Westfield’s new commissioner,
Marty Rothfelder, was sworn in.
Westfield’s seat was empty for sev-
eral months since the passing of
former long-time commissioner
Allen Chin.

RVSA’s in-house engineer, John
Buonocore, was absent from the meet-
ing. He was with a group from RVSA
presenting at McKinley Elementary
School’s STEAM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, Arts and Math) Night
in Westfield. The event is normally
attended by about 350 people.

The RVSA meeting also saw ap-
proval of a new bond of up to
$600,000. As presented, the actual
bonding will be about $400,000, and
will cover costs of planning and engi-
neering the PPP (Public-Private Part-
nership) project for treating of other
waste which RVSA entered into with
Waste Management last year.

The RVSA will hold its annual re-
organization at its Thursday, Febru-
ary 8 meeting.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEW RVSA WESTFIELD REPRESENTATIVE...Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA) administrator Joanne Grimes administers the oath of office to
Marty Rothfelder, center, as Westfield's new commissioner to the Authority as
Louis Lambe, Cranford's commissioner, holds the Bible.

Cranford Democrats to Host
Congressional Cands. Events
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Quijano Named Chair
Of Judiciary Committee

TRENTON – Assembly Speaker
Craig J. Coughlin (D-19th,
Woodbridge) has named Assembly
Deputy Majority Leader Annette
Quijano (D-20th, Elizabeth) to serve
as the new chairwoman of the Assem-
bly Judiciary Committee.

The committee is charged with
overseeing legislation dealing with
civil justice and civil rights, court
administration, crime and punish-
ment, juvenile justice, criminal jus-
tice and the overall judicial system.

Asw. Quijano, who is beginning
her 11th year in the General Assem-
bly, is a graduate of Rutgers Law
School and serves as a municipal
prosecutor. She previously served as
chairwoman of the Assembly Home-
land Security and State Preparedness
Committee. The first meeting of the
committee is scheduled for Thurs-
day, February 1.

Cranford Appointments

Watson Coleman Reaffirms
Commitment to DACA

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Following
the temporary nationwide injunction
blocking the Trump Administration’s
decision to end the Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) pro-
gram Congresswoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-12th), vice-ranking mem-
ber on the House Homeland Security
Committee, met with New Jersey
DACA recipients and released the fol-
lowing statement:

“Dreamers are an essential thread
in the fabric of our nation. These
young people make invaluable con-
tributions to communities in New Jer-
sey and across the nation as doctors,
teachers, small business owners and
serve heroically in our military.
Dreamers are Americans.

“As I reiterated to the young men
and women I spoke with today, this
recent court decision is not a real
solution; the only real relief they will
get will be from legislation passed
by Congress and signed by the Presi-
dent. In both chambers of Congress,
there is clear support for the DREAM
Act – it must be brought up for a vote
and with the progress that DACA
initiated, we must work toward com-
prehensive immigration reform that
ensures the American dream contin-
ues to be attainable for all.

“We have called on Dreamers to
come out of the shadows and become
engaged participants in our commu-
nities and country – the law of the

land must reflect that directive.”
Congresswoman Watson Coleman

joined a bipartisan group of legisla-
tors at the White House lsst week to
negotiate a deal on “Dreamers” and
to try and avert a government shut-
down ahead of the Friday, January 19
deadline.

According to the U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services, New Jer-
sey had 22,024 DACA recipients
through March 31, 2017.

“If repealed, the Garden State would
lose approximately $1.6 billion every
year in its Gross Domestic Product,
making it the fifth-largest dollar loss
of all states in the country, according to
New Jersey Policy Perspective,” ac-
cording to a release from the
Congresswoman’s office.

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Township Committee made the follow-
ing appointments at its reorganization
meeting on January 2: (This is only a
partial list due to space considerations).

Township Commissioner Appoint-
ments: Commissioner of Finance,
Mary O’Connor; Commissioner of
Public Safety, Patrick F. Giblin; Com-
missioner Public Works/Engineering,
Ann Dooley; Commissioner of Pub-
lic Affairs, Jean-Albert Maisonneuve;
Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr., liai-
son for senior citizen issues;  Com-
missioner Jean-Albert Maisonneuve,
liaison to Chamber of Commerce;

Planning Board: Christopher
Chapman, one year; Andrew Cossa,
four years; Bobbi Anderson, four
years, and Mayor Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr., and Commissioner Ann Dooley,
both one year; Zoning Board, Mary
Ann Hay, Alternate No. 2, two years,
Christine Daly, four years, and David
Salomon, four year.

Township Officials: Mark J.
Cassidy, municipal court judge, three
years; Ryan Cooper, township attor-
ney, one year; Lavona Patterson, chief
financial officer; Patricia Donahue,
municipal clerk, three years; Audi-
tors, Suplee Clooney and Company;
Bond Counsel, Steven Rogut, Rogut
McCarthy LLC; Jeffery Surenian and
Associates, Inc., affordable housing
legal services; Wanda Chin Monahan,
LLC, redevelopment legal services;
Norman Albert, municipal prosecu-
tor, one year; Mark Rothman, Robbins
and Robbins, LLP, alternate munici-
pal prosecutor, one year; John
DeMassi, Schiller and Pittenger, pub-
lic defender, one year; Jared B. Weiss,
Fruchter, Weiss and Associates, alter-
nate public defender, one year; engi-
neering services, DW Smith Associ-
ates, LLC, Maser Consulting, CME
Associates, Maxtrix New World,
Becht Engineering BT, Inc., Harbor
Consultants, Inc., French and Parrello
Assoc., Mott MacDonald and PEi-
Prestige Environmental.

Labor attorney, Riker, Danzig,
Scherer, Hyland and Perretti, LLP;
planning services, Maser Consulting
and Harbor Consultants.

Downtown District Management
Corporation: Margaret Sacco, owner
member, three years, Steve Needle,
owner, three years, and Anthony Du-
rante, chairman, one year;

Municipal Alliance: Beth Balaban,

Terry Darling, Superintendent of
Schools Scott Rubin, MaryAnne Del
Nigro-Mason, Marigrace Flynn, and
William Ilaria, chairman, Nadia Jones
(police officer), Elizabeth Kellett,
Township Sanitarian Monika
Koscova-Jencik, Linda S. Leifer,
Elizabeth Lynch, Michael Mason,
Kathleen Murray, Police Sgt. Mat-
thew Nazzaro, Alexandra Paulyson,
Elyse Pravda, Recreation and Parks
Director Stephen Robertazzi, Inessa
Vaccaro, Aaryn Wichelns, Susan Wil-
son, Police Chief Ryan Greco, Brad
Young, and Commissioner/Liaison
O’Connor, and Maryanne Del Ne-
gro-Mason, as Municipal Alliance
Program coordinator, one year term.

Commissioner/Liaison to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority,
Mary O’Connor, one year; Kathleen
Prunty, liaison to the Raritan Valley
Rail Coalition, one year;

Union County League of Munici-
palities, Mayor Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr., representative, and Deputy Mayor
Ann Dooley, alternate representative;
Union County Transportation Advi-
sory Board, Kathleen Prunty, town-
ship delegate, and Ben Cohen, alter-
nate delegate.

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Democrats will be hosting the seven
Democratic candidates competing to
take on Republican Congressman
Leonard Lance at two “Meet and
Greet” events at the Cranford Com-
munity Center.

On Tuesday, February 6, the or-
ganization will host Democrats
Goutam Jois of Summit, Tom
Malinowski of Rocky Hill, Cranford
resident David Pringle and Scott
Salmon of Scotch Plains. The event
will be held at 7 p.m. Two weeks
later, on Thursday, February 22,
Cranford Democrats will host Peter
Jacob of Union, Lisa Mandelblatt
of Westfield and Berkeley Heights
resident Linda Weber. The event
will also be held at 7 p.m. at the
Community Center.

“We want to give voters an oppor-
tunity to ask questions of all the can-

didates and also to speak with them
one on one in a casual setting,”
Cranford Democratic Chairman John
Salerno said. “Democrats have an
historic opportunity to re-take the
House of Representatives in 2018
and voters have a remarkable and
diverse group of candidates to choose
from this year.”

Ultimately, Democrats will make
their choice for standard-bearer on
Primary Election Day, Tuesday, June
5. Whomever is chosen will run
against Congressman Lance in the
Tuesday, November 6 General Elec-
tion.

There are 75 towns in the 7th Con-
gressional District with Cranford the
eighth largest by voter registration.
The 7th District is one of only 23
Republican-held districts that were
carried by Democrat Hillary Clinton
in 2016.

Historic Preservation
Panel Meets Tonight
WESTFIELD — The Historic Pres-

ervation Commission of the Town of
Westfield will hold a special meeting
on tonight, January 25, at 7:30 p.m.,
in the Mayor’s Conference Room,
Westfield Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street. Official action may
be taken at this meeting.
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Inexpensive



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, January 25, 2018 Page 3

1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

www.jccnj.org • 908-889-8800

live up

 

There’s something about this place. 

*Does not apply to youth/teen, senior social or 
  summer promotional memberships

Join the JCC in January 
and Pick Your Prizes!

 

•   Fit Bit Alta Fitness Tracker

•   Three 30-minute complimentary Personal Training sessions

•  Three 30-minute Total Body Stretch sessions 

•
 
Thinkin

Sponsored locally by:
Chelsea Senior Living 

Little Hearts, Big World CPR/First Aid Instruction

WOMEN’S HEART HEALTH FAIR
Learn what you need to know about women and heart attacks

Friday, February 2nd

5:30pm - 8:00pm
The Chelsea at Fanwood
295 South Avenue

Join us for healthy food, healthy talk and information about
heart disease, the #1 killer of women. Wear your red proudly! 

Recognizing heart attack 
 symptoms in women
Blood pressure checks by
the Fanwood Rescue Squad
Acupuncture

D

Hors d’oeuvres and wine
Raffles
Vendors include Jamberry, 
Arbonne, Young Living Essential 
Oils...and more!

Free gift of wine and chocolate!
Call 908-654-5200 for more info or directions.

CPR & First Aid

Instruction

Sponsors:

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
SUPPORT FOR ST. PAT’S PARADE...Union County Freeholder Chairman
Sergio Granados, fifth from left, and Freeholders Christopher Hudak, third from
left, Linda Carter, second from right,  and Angela Garretson, far right, present a
check from the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders to the 2018 Union
County St. Patrick’s Day Parade General Chairwoman Kathleen M. Holmes,
Grand Marshal John McPartlan and Parade Adjutant Pam Joyce during the
parade committee’s Celebrity Bartenders fundraiser at the Kenilworth Veterans
Center. They were joined by Senator Joseph Cryan (D-20th, Union), far left,
Union County Sheriff Peter Corvelli, fourth from left,  and Union County
Manager Alfred Faella, second from left. The 2018 Union County St. Patrick’s
Day Parade steps off at 1 p.m. on Saturday, March 10 on Morris Avenue in Union.

Freeholders to Vote Tonight
To Name New County Mgr.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board is set to vote
tonight to appoint a new county
manager following the announce-
ment that County Manager Al
Faella will retire effective Thurs-
day, March 1.

A resolution to appoint Ed Oatman
of Woodbridge, the chief of staff for
Senator Nick Scutari (D-22nd), as
the 12th county manager was in-
cluded in last week’s agenda-setting
meeting and is expected to be voted
on by the freeholders at tonight’s
regular meeting. Mr. Faella, a
Mountainside resident, has served
as manager since August 1 of 2011
after replacing George Devanney of
Berkeley Heights, who retired. Mr.
Devanney, in turn, had been man-
ager after Michael Lapolla of
Westfield resigned to become ex-
ecutive director of the New Jersey
Turnpike Authority.

According to last week’s freeholders’
agenda, Mr. Oatman will assume his
new role as of March 1, the effective date
of Mr. Faella’s retirement.

In other business, Joseph Graziano,
director of the Department of Engi-
neering, Public Works and Facilities
Management, said the county is pro-
ceeding with design work to repair
bridges the state has listed as structur-
ally deficient following a state in-
spection.

The bridges are on High Street in
Summit, Faitoute Avenue in
Kenilworth and Lower Road in Lin-
den. All are listed as “minor bridges”
and will be replaced. The freeholders
are set to vote tonight to award con-
tracts for engineering design, con-
struction administration and inspec-
tion services for each project. The
contracts, with three separate compa-
nies, are $166,152 for Summit,
$168,196 for Linden and $190,038
for Kenilworth.

Mr. Graziano said the actual con-
struction work will cost between $1
and $1.5 million to make the repairs
and will be funded through existing
county capital funds from 2017. He
said all three projects will be eligible
for grant funding under the New Jer-
sey Department of Transportation’s
Local Bridges, Future Needs program.
He said he anticipates the county will
receive between $750,000 and
$800,000 in state funding for each of
the bridges, although the county will
not be able to apply for the grants
until 2020, when the work is expected
to be done.

Also on tonight’s agenda will be
four contracts totaling $210,000 for
election services for 2018 ranging
from transporting polling machines
to and from polling places to the
Board of Elections facility and for
printing the voting authority books
and poll books as well as for software
support for the WinEDS voting sys-
tem used to conduct elections.

The freeholders also will vote on
an agreement with the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra to perform a
concert on Friday, June 22, at Echo
Lake Park on the Westfield/
Mountainside border at a cost of
$35,000.

The board also will vote on a reso-
lution to re-appoint Carol Lombardo
of Garwood as a member of the Union
County Commission on the Status of
Women Advisory Board.

Marcus, Talmont Join
Westfield Bd. of Health

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Asm. Bramnick Begins Tour
Called ‘Rally the Reasonable’
Assembly Minority Leader Jon

Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) has
launched a statewide push to “Rally
the Reasonable” to focus on raise
questions about taxes and the
affordability of Governor Phil
Murphy’s agenda.

“Here’s my question to the new
administration: Even though some
of your proposals are really good
ideas, we need to know, where is the
money coming from? We need to
know how you’re going to pay for
that,” Mr. Bramnick said at a press
conference in the State House last
week, according to
www.njspotlight.com.

“I am not going to engage during
the next two years in partisanship or
partisan politics just for the sake of
partisan politics,” Mr. Bramnick said,
according to savejersey.com. “I also
am not going to be painted with a
brush, a Republican brush, based on
the Tweets or some of the conduct
that’s coming out of the White
House.”

New State GOP Chairman NJGOP
Chairman Doug Steinhardt disagreed
with Mr. Bramnick, according to the
savejersey.com article.

“While I appreciate Assemblyman
Bramnick’s desire to speak out about
the direction of our state party, I think it
is important to make clear that he does
so as an individual and not on behalf of
the NJGOP,” Mr. Steinhardt said.

Teixeira Rumored to Be Next
Chief of Staff for Scutari

The website www.insidernj.com
has reported that State Senator Nick
Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) will hire
Tony Teixeira as his new chief of
staff, replacing Ed Oatman, who is
expected to named the next Union
County manager at tonight’s free-
holder meeting.

Mr. Faella has been county man-
ager since August 1 of 2011 after
taking for George Devanney who had
retired.

Mr. Teixeira previously served as
chief of staff to state Senator Ray
Lesniak (D-20th, Elizabeth), who has
retired from the State Legislature.

Sen. Kean Applauds
Exec. Order on Pay Equity

Senate Republican Leader Tom
Kean (R-21st, Westfield) and Sena-
tor Kristin M. Corrado (R-40th,
Wayne) applauded an executive or-
der signed by Governor Phil Murphy

to improve pay equity in the state’s
workforce.

“The salary offered to a prospec-
tive employee should be based on
what a job is worth rather than the
candidate’s prior compensation,”
Sen. Kean said. “In instances where
a person was the victim of pay dis-
crimination in a previous job, this
executive order will help them to
advance their career free of any long-
term income effects that might oth-
erwise follow.”

“Pay discrimination shouldn’t fol-
low people from job to job, but that’s
exactly what happens when employ-
ers discover a candidate was under-
paid in a previous position,” Asw.
Corrado said.

Executive Order No. 1 prohibits
employers in the executive branch of
state government from asking pro-
spective employees about salary his-
tory unless and until a detailed offer
with compensation has been made.
Further, the executive order prohibits
state employers covered by the order
from independently investigating the
salary history of prospective employ-
ees, including by contacting previous
employers or searching  the public
record database.

Sen. Kean also announced he plans
to co-sponsor new comprehensive pay
equity legislation that builds upon
efforts that began in the 2016-2017
legislative session.

“We were very close to achieving
bipartisan consensus last year on pay
equity reforms to strengthen protec-
tions for women without imposing
excessive burdens on employers,”
Sen. Kean added. “I believe we have
a new opportunity to advance this
important effort with bipartisan sup-
port.”

www.goleader.com

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Two new board
of health members, Dr. Andrea
Marcus and Elizabeth Talmont, were
appointed at Monday night’s health
board reorganization meeting.

Ms. Marcus has attained a Ph.D.
and Masters of Public Health (MPH)
degree. Ms. Talmont earned a Master
of Science in Nursing degree with an
Adult Nurse-Board Certified desig-
nation.

Ms. Talmont is both an American
Public Health Association member
and New Jersey State Nurses Asso-
ciation member. Two board members
whose terms have expired, Dr. Maria
LoGrippo and Alicia Barker, will not
serve in 2018.

During regular business, Principal
Health Inspector Helen Mendez cited
Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery, Turning
Point and Theresa’s Restaurant with
conditionally satisfactory ratings. All
three establishments will be re-in-
spected within 30 days to assure vio-
lations have been addressed, Ms.
Mendez said.

Ms. Mendez said Ahrre’s Coffee
Roastery was cited for inaccessible
hand-washing sinks in the
establishment’s kitchen and storing
dairy products above 41 degrees Fahr-
enheit.

Ms. Mendez said violations are
immediately resolved for consumer

protection upon initial inspection.
Pending the variation in temperature
whether regarding cooling or warm-
ing devices, there are situations where
the food was to be disposed of imme-
diately, said Ms. Mendez in referring
to general procedure.

Turning Point restaurant was cited
for soiled food preparation equip-
ment that can include a knife or slicer
not being wiped after each use, Ms.
Mendez said. Theresa’s was cited for
food handlers not being certified and
not properly tracking their shellfish
distribution.

Ms. Mendez said the manager of a
restaurant in violation is given verbal
instruction, a written report, and thor-
ough education by health inspectors
during inspection on how to resolve
each violation.

“Sometimes you can walk a horse
to water, but you cannot make it
drink,” said Ms. Mendez, referring
generally to restaurants that do not
respect regulations or instructions
during “walk-through” inspections.

Old Havana restaurant has been
rated satisfactory after a customer
complaint prompted an investigation.
The Westfield Diner has no current
violations and is operating within
code, Ms. Mendez said.

Amy Mansue Named
Chair of Hospital Assoc.

REGION –  Amy B. Mansue, presi-
dent of the southern Region of
RWJBarnabas Health, has been
named chairwoman of the Board of
the New Jersey Hospital Association,
the state’s oldest and largest hospital
and healthcare advocacy organiza-
tion.

“I am grateful for the opportu-
ni ty to continue to improve
wellness for both individuals and
local communities,” Ms. Mansue
said. “Our 2018 mission state-
ment is to improve the health of
the people across the state and as
board chairwoman of NJHA. I
look forward to collaborating
with other leaders and organiza-
tions to concentrate on the soci-
etal challenges that impact health
in our communities throughout
New Jersey.”

|Prior to joining RWJBarnabas
Health she was president and chief
executive officer of Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital, and chief strategy
officer for Robert Wood Johnson
Health System.

Ms. Mansue served as co-chair of
the Budget Transition Advisory Com-
mittee for Governor Phil Murphy.
She also served in the administra-
tions of  Governors Jim Florio and
James McGreevey.

Goutam Jois Releases
First Campaign Ad

SUMMIT – New Jersey 7th Con-
gressional District Democratic can-
didate Goutam Jois of Summit has
announced the release of his first cam-
paign video advertisement, titled “Sto-
ries.” “Stories” features Mr. Goutam
and his wife, Elizabeth (Libby), read-
ing bedtime stories to their daughter
Anjali, 6, and son Vikram, 4, when
the children quickly become bored
with classic fairy tales.

ADS PLACED IN

THE LEADER/TIMES
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Letters to
the Editor

Convention of States Project
Expects Surge of Growth

GWACC Dir. Amends Statement on
Fairs Cost of Municipal Services

Transit-Oriented Developments
Are Not Suburban Sprawl

Short Hills Mall Murder Sentences
Show American Justice Doesn’t Exist

We have read The Westfield Leader
editorials opposing the transit-ori-
ented development around train sta-
tions in Cranford, Westfield, Fanwood
and Garwood for a number of years
now. We have never really under-
stood such vitriol, as such develop-
ment always made sense to us. Trans-
forming underutilized,
underperforming (from a tax perspec-
tive), many times contaminated prop-
erties into productive, socially active
mixed commercial/residential prop-
erties that provides housing and jobs
for people from all walks of life within
close proximity to our local train sta-
tions just seemed right. You now can
live, work and play in one neighbor-
hood.

In last week’s editorial, the editor
called such development “suburban
sprawl”; clearly the writer does not
understand the term. Let’s try to
change that. Suburban sprawl is low-
density housing on large properties.
It is disorderly, intra-related low-den-
sity housing where one can only get
around in a car. It is McMansions on
sprawling acreage in our outer sub-
urbs. It is where New Jersey residents
have to drive their cars miles to get a
gallon of milk, or a Friday night pizza,
or a job. It is what led to court deci-

sions such as “Mount Laurel,” which
determined that sprawl, which led to
New Jersey residents not being able
to afford housing in the very towns in
which they were raised, was uncon-
stitutional. It is where taxpayer dol-
lars must be invested at a far higher
per-capita base to support infrastruc-
ture than in our towns. If The Westfield
Leader editor doesn’t like that kind of
development, then we agree. But luck-
ily, the local towns in which we live
do not suffer from suburban sprawl.
Our towns are grid and small lot-
based communities centered on down-
towns, serviced by mass transit which
is far more tax dollar efficient than
suburban sprawl communities.

The further we develop away from
our downtown areas, our trains and
our train stations, the more we create
sprawl. But development, within one
half mile of our train stations, is the
exact antithesis of suburban sprawl.
We hope The Westfield Leader editor
now sees the difference! And can
maybe begin to support how such
anti-sprawl\transit-based develop-
ment is actually the saving grace for
our place-based communities.

Bill Nierstedt, Garwood
Jack Molenaar, Fanwood Council

Regarding your article on the cov-
erage of the Westfield Council Work-
shop meeting of January 16, 2018, I
would like to correct a statement I
made at that meeting. In discussing
the cost of the Westfield municipal
services provided to the GWACC
street fairs, Spring Fling and FestiFall,
for which we greatly appreciate the
work performed by the Police, Fire,
Health and DPW Departments, I noted
that those services cost the Chamber
about $10,000 for each event and
with 200 vendors participating in the
event, that would amount to roughly
$50 per space, not the $200 as I stated
that evening.

I failed to note that many local
nonprofits also take the opportunity
to promote their organizations to the
public to help raise much needed
funds, increase awareness and seek
volunteers. We strongly encourage
both Chamber members and non-
members to participate in these events
that draw upwards of 40,000 attend-
ees, many coming from out of town
and visiting Westfield for the first
time. Spring Fling and FestiFall are
great family events and the Chamber
is very proud to be able to bring them
to Westfield.

Gene Jannotti
Executive Director, GWACC

You heard right, when it comes to
the criminal justice system, it does
not exist. It is an illusion, a sleight of
hand, a mea culpa by a society that
has a misplaced sense of guilt for
their successful, happy life and law
abiding.

What sparked this writing was the
recent adjudication of three admitted
killers in that horrific carjacking at
the Short Hills Mall garage in 2013.
Dustin Friedland was shot to death in
that carjacking. What horror and dis-
belief must have run through the heart
and soul of Jamie Schare Friedland.
She will have to live those traumatic
moments for the rest of her life.

To the Essex County court, the case
is closed. Now to the killers, what is
their lot to be? The shooter, 30 years
in prison; the two others involved, 20
years with parole available in 17 years.
It may be a rule of law, but this is no
justice; what do you think?

The victim is dead, and dead is
forever. A young man with a promis-

ing future is gone. A young woman
who forever more will feel the pain
until her last breath. A father’s legacy
that will never be.

Now back to the prisoners. During
their detention in prison, they will be
housed and fed, and there will be free
medical and dental care. There are
recreational facilities for their use,
such as gyms and health centers. While
in prison, they pay no taxes, no rent,
no mortgage, and because of their
young age, they will all live to walk
free. All these services will cost us,
the taxpayer, fifty-three thousand dol-
lars ($53,000) for each and every one
of the prisoners housed in this state.

So my point is clear, there is no
justice in our criminal system. I guess
that’s why the Statue of Lady Justice
wears a blindfold, so she doesn’t see
the pain and sorrow of the victims left
behind.

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

The Convention of States Project
continues to make very strong
progress nationwide and in New Jer-
sey. The number of Americans who
support COS is 3.1 million and grow-
ing. Supporters are in every state leg-
islative district in the nation, with on
average 1,000 new supporters per
day. Last week, COS began its first
Sean Hannity Show radio ad cam-
paign with ads five days per week.

With COS champion Mark Levin
beginning his own show on Fox News
on Sunday nights next month, we’re
expecting a further surge of growth
and successes. In New Jersey, as in all
states, our teams are working their
respective areas of expertise: media,
legislative, grassroots, and more.
Twelve state legislatures have already
passed the COS application for an
Article V convention. Many more
states, including New Jersey, are on
their way to doing the same. You may

know that millennial leaders Ben
Shapiro of The Daily Wire and Charlie
Kirk of Turning Point USA have
joined the long list of prominent fig-
ures publicly endorsing COS. Our
public event in Philadelphia with Rich
Zeoli/1210WPHT featuring COS se-
nior advisor, former U.S. Senator Tom
Coburn is scheduled for March 22.
Further confirming that we are right
over the target, COS is drawing direct
public attacks from Hillary Clinton
and many groups funded by George
Soros.

Gary Brenner
Convention of States New Jersey

Flemington, N.J.

Coleman Statement on
Government Shutdown

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-12th) released the following state-
ment in response to the deal made to
end the Trump Shutdown:

“I voted no on the continuing reso-
lution because it does nothing to ad-
dress the priorities that are so critical
to New Jerseyans and the American
people. The deal agreed to by the
Senate does not guarantee funding
for essential community health cen-
ters, resources to combat the opioid
crisis, nor does it protect Dreamers.
Quite frankly, I am skeptical of the
ability of Republicans to reach any
long-term agreement considering the
leader of their party, Donald Trump,
was left out of these negotiations.
Throughout this process, this Presi-
dent has failed to provide adequate
leadership and a clear understanding
of what he wants and what he is
willing to sign into law.

Congressional Republicans must
abandon their efforts to govern on
their own. In the next three weeks, we
must work together to fully fund vital
government programs, provide ad-
equate relief to our natural disaster
victims and community health cen-
ters, and protect the 800,000 Dream-
ers from deportation. I have little
faith in any deal offered by a Repub-
lican Congress and Republican Presi-
dent that have continuously fallen
short on their promises to the Ameri-
can people.”

Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman
Scotch Plains, et al

Lance Statement on
Ending Gov. Shutdown

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gressman Leonard Lance (R-7th) re-
leased the following statement after
Senate Democrats decided to support
government funding/Children’s
Health Insurance Program (CHIP)
legislation:

“Government funding and CHIP
should have been signed into law last
week and a government shutdown
completely avoided. Shutting down
the government is always bad public
policy – a strategy I opposed this year
and in 2013 under President Obama.
I am pleased cloture passed in the
Senate [Monday] with strong biparti-
san support. The government will soon
be reopened, our troops will be paid
and a full reauthorization of the
Children’s Health Insurance Program
will be signed into law. I will continue
to be involved in Problem Solvers
Caucus discussions on DACA/bor-
der security legislation.”

Congressman Leonard Lance
Westfield

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Sergio Granados, chair
sgranados@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tincal – Crude borax
2. Rostrulum – A small beak, as of an

insect
3. Tocher – The dowry of a bride
4. Biga – In ancient Rome, a chariot

drawn by two horses

ATAZIR
1. A warm wind of the Sahara
2. A type of Syrian scarf
3. A Filipino Moslem who takes an

oath before a priest that he will die killing
Christians

4. The influence of a star upon another,
or upon man

PERDITION
1. Shame; humiliation
2. Complete and irreparable loss; ruin
3. The waiting place of the dead before

being delivered to heaven or hell
4. Unfaithfulness; perfidious

JENNET
1. A spinning machine with a number

of spindles
2. A window shade of horizontal slats

that slope and overlap
3. A female donkey or small Spanish

horse
4. A short, stout crowbar used for

opening doors
PTEROPE

1. Related to or characteristic of a fern
2. A fruit bat
3. In anatomy, the junction of frontal,

the temporal and the great wing of the
spheniod bones

4. In Grecian architecture, a row of
columns, as in a peristyle; a portico

Statewide, Regional Effort Needed
To Address Overdevelopment

Share Your Time and Talents:
Volunteer in the New Year

The issue of overdevelopment is likely to hit our
area hard over the next decade as builders begin and
plan for massive developments in the region. Lo-
cally, Cranford, Garwood and Scotch Plains seem to
be getting hit the hardest. If all the developments get
built as proposed, we are concerned traffic could
become a nightmare on such roadways as North and
South Avenues.

As builders have succeeded in getting high-den-
sity housing through the court system as part of
helping towns meet their affordable-housing re-
quirements, the time has come, in our judgment,
where state, county and municipal officials need to
start meeting to slow this runaway train. Governor
Chris Christie let the Council on Affordable Hous-
ing (COAH) fold. Why wasn’t COAH replaced with
an agency to ensure towns meet their fair share
housing mandates in a logical way? And why were
the Regional Contribution Agreements, or RCAs,
that towns like Westfield used to transfer some of
their affordable-housing requirements to urban com-
munities disallowed?

A new effort on Facebook called NJ Stop The
Madness (of overdevelopment) is in the “planning
stage of a steering committee,” according to Bruce
Paterson of Garwood, one of the creators of the
effort. The goal of the site is aimed at “all New Jersey

residents fed up with what will happen in the next 10
years to our beloved towns.” As of this week, there
were 368 members of the Facebook page group,
including state and municipal officials.

We urge all levels of government to get involved
in this effort before the quality of life in New Jersey
is destroyed forever. Mayors, town councils, plan-
ning board members, school board members as well
as our county freeholders and state lawmakers, re-
gardless of political party affiliation, need to get
involved to seek a solution to overdevelopment from
high-density housing. These developments will likely
impact our school districts and emergency services
also. Just look at Scotch Plains, which anticipates
thousands of new residents to come into town? And
what happens if the market-rate housing units can’t
be filled? Will developers seek government bail-
outs? Will the new property-tax revenue be enough
to support additional classrooms that would have to
be built or will our taxes see another jump in the
years ahead?

We encourage members of the communities we
serve to pay attention and get involved by letting our
elected officials hear their opinions on this impor-
tant issue. And we urge an end to PILOT payment
deals. Everyone should be required to pay their
taxes, no matter how despicable it may be.

A recurring theme expressed in mayoral addresses
delivered during local town reorganization meetings
since the start of the new year has been the integral
role volunteers play in so many capacities and the
need to increase their ranks and influence even
further within the fabric of our communities.

In her January 1 remarks after being sworn in as
Westfield’s first woman mayor, Mayor Shelley
Brindle cited among her goals to “broaden commu-
nity engagement by designating volunteers to reach
out to all members of this community” in order to
enable the town to reach its “full potential” for the
benefit of all its citizens.

Mayor Alexander Smith, speaking at Scotch Plains’
reorganization meeting January 2, reported an in-
crease in the number of volunteer firefighters. The
mayor also said he valued “the time and contribu-
tions of our volunteer rescue squad.” In conjunction
with Martin Luther King, Jr. Day January 15, he
urged residents to participate in community service.

On New Year’s Day, as officers of the Fanwood
Rescue Squad took their oaths of office and Shreya
Kachroo was named an official squad member,
Mayor Colleen Mahr acknowledged their service,
giving a special nod to Bob Kruthers for his 60 years
with the squad.

During his State of Mountainside address at the
governing body’s January 16 meeting, Mayor Paul
Mirabelli likewise lauded residents’ volunteerism
and active participation on behalf of the borough.
Additionally, he encouraged Mountainside’s citi-
zenry, particularly younger residents and those new

to the community, to consider joining one of more
than a dozen local civic organizations.

Cranford Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr., in his re-
marks at the township committee’s January 2 reorga-
nization meeting, mentioned efforts to address the
needs of the area’s homeless population. He spot-
lighted Cranford resident Kevin Mahoney, who last
week received the Cranford Clergy Council’s Rever-
end Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Award for Civil and
Human Rights in recognition of his volunteerism
with three organizations that serve disadvantaged
people in our area.

We echo these sentiments advocating and promot-
ing volunteer service within our communities. Vol-
unteers contribute to our personal well-being year-
round as members of local fire and rescue squad
units. They serve on municipal boards and commis-
sions dedicated to preserving quality of life within
our borders in multiple ways, among them public
health, historic preservation and recreation. Equally
vital are the volunteers who comprise our civic and
religious organizations, which are dedicated to chari-
table, educational and community service initia-
tives. The collective contributions of all of these
individuals can not be quantified.

It is not too late to make a New Year’s resolution.
We suggest that individuals with a little time to spare
— and who are seeking a meaningful avenue to fill
those extra hours — consider exploring some of the
many volunteer options right in our own towns. Such
rewarding endeavors are a gift we can give not only
our neighbors but ourselves as well.
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This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand
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DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq.,

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey, 07016
(908) 272-0200

www.dughihewit.com

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns

Call for an appointment

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

www.sg-cpas.com

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY
 __________________________________________________________

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS & TRUSTS

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

________________

REAL ESTATE

CLOSINGS

_______________

FAMILY LAW

ACCREDITED DIVORCE MEDIATOR

_________________

201 SOUTH AVE.

WESTFIELD

654-8885

Why Is Virtue Not Widely Considered
When People Vote for President?

Virtue is an old word. A very good
old word. But not a word heard much
nowadays.

 Yet more than two hundred years
ago Alexander Hamilton, in Feder-
alist Paper Number 68, specifically
referred to virtue when he wrote of
his hope about who would become
President. “It will not be too strong
to say, that there will be a constant
probability of seeing the station filled
by characters pre-eminent for ability
and virtue.”

 Why is virtue not widely consid-
ered when people vote for President?

 What is it about the current presi-
dential selection process that does not
ensure that only people of virtue be-
come President? Is it only because of
the cost, time, energy, the personal
discomfort, the loss of privacy, being
away from family, those rubber chicken
dinners, the nondescript hotel and
motel rooms, and the nasty criticisms?

Or is it that the public does not care
much about virtue?

 Is it a media focused more on the
sensational?

 The Seven Virtues are faith, hope,
love, temperance, prudence, courage,
and justice.

These virtues are not particularly
evident in presidential leadership to-
day.

Foul language in The Oval Office
to describe Haiti and the African coun-
tries.

Intemperate judgment.
Speaking to the “base” rather than

for the country.
Demeaning and defaming oppo-

nents. “Dicky Durban,” “Crooked
Hillary,” “Lyin’ Ted,” “Little Marco,”
“Low Energy Jeb,” “Cryin’ Chuck
(Senator Schumer)!”

Mocking Carly Fiorina. “Look at
that face. Would anyone vote for that?
Can you imagine that, the face of our
next President?”

Undermining the Fourth Estate by
constantly alleging “fake news,” the
judicial branch by attacking federal

judges for their decisions, and Presi-
dent Obama by falsely charging him
with not having been born in the
United States.

 Backing an alleged sex predator
for Senate to save signature tax legis-
lation.

Saying there are “some very fine
people” among rioting white suprema-
cists in Charlottesville.

Playing golf on Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day.

But how can virtue matter when
James Carville advises, “The
economy, stupid?”

What should matter, too, if not
more, is what Hamilton referred to so
long ago. Not just the ability of a
President to solve problems but his
adherence to virtuous values and prin-
ciples.

We get what we get when we little,
if at all, consider what truly matters.

For the survival of a country de-
pends not only on economic prosper-
ity and national defense. It also de-
pends upon those values deep in its
fabric that make the country worth
being a place to live. And without
virtue such a country becomes a dark
landscape indeed. And without virtue
what kind of presidential leadership
can we expect?

Thus the importance of God in this
increasingly secularized, divided, and
divisive country.

“Pride, arrogance, the evil way, and
the perverse mouth I hate.

Mine are counsel and advice;
Mine is strength; I am understand-

ing.
By me kings reign,
and rulers enact justice…
With me are riches and honor,
wealth that endures, and righteous-

ness.
My fruit is better than gold, even

pure gold,
And my yield than choice silver.”
  Proverbs 8:13-19

 Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Personalized Learning Showcased at
Cranford BOE Meeting

Lance Gottheimer Property Tax
Prepayment Bill Unveiled

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gressman Leonard Lance (R-7th) and
Congressman Josh Gottheimer (D-
5th) have unveiled their bipartisan
legislation to allow taxpayers to de-
duct their entire 2018 property-tax
prepayments from their 2017 in-
come-tax returns. New Jersey repre-
sentatives Chris Smith (R-4th),
Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-11th) and
Frank LoBiondo (R-2nd) are origi-
nal cosponsors.

“New Jersey residents rightfully
believe that the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
signed into law last month would
allow 2018 property-tax prepayments
to be fully deductible on their 2017
tax returns. Many residents prepaid
their 2018 liabilities before the end of
2017. It took the IRS five days after
the bill passed and four days before
the end of 2017 to issue guidance that
would limit the deductibility based
on the date of the property-tax assess-
ment. That ruling isn’t fair and our
legislation instructs the IRS to allow
full deductibility to protect New Jer-
sey taxpayers,” said Mr. Lance, the
lead sponsor of the bill.

 “The repeal of the State and Local
Tax Deduction was a money-grab
from Moocher States, raising our taxes
and attacking a fundamental state right
recognized since 1913. This bill cuts
taxes by helping to restore part of the
benefits of the critical deduction to
the people of our state. Many people,
in good faith and based on existing
law, lined up to prepay their 2018
property taxes and save their families
money. But the IRS rushed a baseless
decision to limit taxpayers’ ability to
deduct these payments on their 2017
returns. This bill would reflect the
will of Congress that these prepay-
ments are and should remain fully
deductible,” said Mr. Gottheimer, the

co-lead sponsor of the bill.
Last week, Mr. Lance wrote to Act-

ing IRS Commissioner David J.
Kautter and requested the agency re-
consider IRS Advisory IR-2017-
210 issued on December 27, 2017
regarding the tax deductibility of pre-
paid state and local property taxes.
That ruling stated the IRS would only
allow the full deductibility of 2018
property taxes paid in 2017 if the
property taxes had been assessed in
2017. Mr. Lance suggested the de-
duction should be expanded to all
2018 property taxes regardless of the
date of assessment.

President Trump signed the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act into law on Decem-
ber 22, 2017. The law prohibits indi-
viduals from deducting the prepay-
ment of future state and local income
taxes, but does not mention whether
or not the prepayment of state and
local property taxes would be deduct-
ible. This led many individuals to
prepay their entire 2018 property-tax
liability prior to the issuance of the
IRS Advisory, believing that it would
be deductible on their 2017 tax re-
turns. Governor Christie issued an
executive order the day before the
IRS advisory was released, mandat-
ing that all municipalities in the state
accept the prepayment of property
taxes for the entirety of 2018. This
action caused many more New Jersey
residents to prepay their 2018 prop-
erty-tax bill than would otherwise be
the case.

“The IRS and state governments
should work in comity on these mat-
ters. I believe it is appropriate for the
IRS to revisit this advisory and allow
full deduction of all 2018 property-
tax prepayments, regardless of the
date of assessment,” concluded Mr.
Lance.

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Cranford High
School English teacher Michelle
Balseiro showcased Voice and
Choice, a form of personalized
learning that is going on at Cran-
ford High School, at the Cranford
Board of Education (BOE) meeting
Monday night.

Voice and Choice is a set of inter-
connected ideas that allows students
to decide what they want to study,
who they want to study with, what
outcomes to expect and when and
where they do their work.

Mrs. Balseiro told the board, “I ask
the students in the very beginning of
the year, ‘what do you want to learn,
what type of learner are you,’ but
more importantly, ‘are you a student
or a learner,’” and the definition be-
tween the two.

“It took a while for students to
actually change over to that concept
of I would like to be a learner, and not
only that, but I have a passion, I have
an interest,” Mrs. Balseiro further
commented.

Some of the projects spotlighted
that illustrate personalized learning
include creating a live stream gaming
freestyle rap, volunteering at animal
shelters and nursery schools, a field

trip to ESPN Sports Center, inter-
viewing a surgeon and designing a
replica of a solar power cultivator.

Cranford High School sophomore
Elizabeth Pereira, who experiences
personalized learning firsthand in Mrs.
Balseiro’s class, told the board she felt
it was a “safe environment” for stu-
dents, with the support of the teacher.

“Being able to actually do some-
thing out of my comfort zone is a big
deal for me,” Ms. Pereira added, “and
having this personalized learning al-
lows you to actually want to do this.”

Board President Kurt Petschow, Jr.
praised the students who stood to
speak on behalf of personalized learn-
ing for their gained confidence and
commented “the passion of what you
are learning is coming out.”

In other board business, Superin-
tendent of Schools Scott Rubin, Ed.D.
relayed to board members that state
monitoring, required every three years,
had been completed for the district.

“The state has granted Cranford an
equivalency waiver so we maintain
our high performance status,” Super-
intendent Rubin told the board, and
attributed this success to “our stu-
dents, our faculty, and to the board
and our community at large.”

The superintendent gave the board
an update on the strategic planning
process, saying the committee re-
cently met and reviewed a proposal
for a survey that would go out late this
week or early next week to the com-
munity at large to get some feedback.

The next board of education meet-
ing is scheduled for Monday, Febru-
ary 12, at 7:30 p.m.

People With Special Needs
Office Established by County

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has estab-
lished the state’s first Office for People
with Special Needs, which will promote
inclusion, conduct outreach, and pro-
vide recreational, educational and so-
cial opportunities for residents living
with special needs.

Union County Freeholder Chairman
Sergio Granados announced the new
office as part of his “Moving Union
County Forward” initiatives for 2018 in
his address during the county’s 162nd
Annual Reorganization. The office uses
existing manpower and resources, at no
additional expense.

“This Freeholder Board is dedicated
to promoting equal opportunities and
inclusion for all residents, and espe-
cially for those living with special needs,”
Mr. Granados said. “Having volunteered
my time extensively within these com-
munities over the years, I am excited by
the creation of this office, and I pledge to
continue to keep working to ensure that
no resident is left behind or unable to
pursue their dreams or an opportunity
because of a disability or special need.”

The office will operate under the new
Division of Outreach and Advocacy in
the Department of Human Services.

The creation of the Office for People
with Special Needs was immediately
hailed by advocates and administrators
in the special needs community:

The county has provided a strong
platform for engagement for special-
needs residents, especially during the
past few years, having broken ground on

a Sensory Friendly Trail in the Watchung
Reservation that will open later this year,
the creation of a new inclusive play-
ground at Mattano Park in 2016, and Mr.
Granados’ announcement of the Level
the Playing Field grant program, as Union
County will become the first county in
the state to have every municipality build
an inclusive playground for children of
all abilities. The county also continues
to fund “Sensory Friendly” theatre per-
formances at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center in Rahway.

The mission of the Office for People
with Special Needs is as follows: To
provide recreational and social opportu-
nities for residents living with special
needs including physical, cognitive and
developmental challenges; to provide
outreach to community groups and or-
ganizations to identify needs and inter-
ests of persons and families living with
special needs as an opportunity to de-
sign effective programs; to develop ad-
ditional resources to fund programs tar-
geting engagement of persons living with
special needs; to identify and implement
an effective means of communication to
educate community residents on pro-
grams and social events available such
as yoga, ceramics, zumba, cooking, golf,
swimming, sensory-friendly theatre
shows, a carnival and a barn dance.

For more information or to be on the
distribution list, e-mail the office at
snrec@ucnj.org or call (908) 527-4781.
Manuel Ramirez is the coordinator for
the office, and Nicole DeAugustine is
the assistant coordinator.

Congratulations to
Sgt. Philip Lewis

GARWOOD -- Officer Philip
Lewis was sworn in January 2 as the
newest sergeant in the Borough of
Garwood Police Department. Sgt.
Lewis has been a member of the
department for seven years where,
in addition to patrol, he serves as
the lead training officer as well as a
firearms instructor.

Prior to his service to the people
of Garwood, Sgt. Lewis served hon-
orably in the United States Marine
Corps, where he also achieved the
rank of sergeant.

According to the Garwood Police
Department, “his leadership, experi-
ence and dedication are a true asset to
the department and the residents of
Garwood.”

SGT. LEWIS...Sergeant Philip Lewis
takes his oath joined by, pictured left to
right, his wife, Allie Lewis, daughter,
Brielle; son, Connor, holding Bible, and
Garwood Mayor Charles Lombardo.

Freeholder Estrada Elected
Chairman of NJTPA

COUNTY — Union County Free-
holder Angel Estrada was elected
chairman of the North Jersey Trans-
portation Planning Authority
(NJTPA) at the January 22 Board of
Trustees meeting. He is the first Latino
to hold the position.

“I am honored that my fellow board
members have chosen me to serve as
chair of the NJTPA, and I am proud
to become the first Latino to hold
this position,” said Freeholder
Estrada, who in 2004 became the
first Latino ever selected as chair-
man of the Union County Freeholder
board. “This is a challenging time
for transportation in our region, with
the growing need to build additional
trans-Hudson tunnels, implement
new technologies and much more. I
look forward to working with the

board and our many partners to im-
prove travel for all residents of our
region.”

The NJTPA oversees regional
transportation planning and annu-
ally authorizes more than $1 billion
in federal surface transportation
funding for 13 counties in northern
and central New Jersey.

Freeholder Estrada has been an
NJTPA trustee since 2012 and served
as a board alternate before that. He
has served as chairman of the NJTPA’s
Project Prioritization Committee
since 2016. He previously served as
chairman of the Planning and Eco-
nomic Development Committee in
2014.

Freeholder Estrada emigrated from
Cuba 50 years ago and has called
Elizabeth home ever since. He was
first elected to the Board of Chosen
Freeholders in 1999.

Prior to being elected freeholder,
he served on the Elizabeth Board of
Education and Elizabeth Housing
Authority.
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LUNCH BUNCH...Fourteen members of the Woman’s Club of Westfield met recently for a festive lunch at Charlie Brown’s
restaurant in Scotch Plains. The club has been awarding scholarships to outstanding Westfield High School students for over
60 years. It also has received awards through the years for its donations of food and to children’s needs, Christmas stockings
for American troops, feeding the homeless with Bridges, local town donations, and its activities on behalf of The Paul Jackson
Fund, Raphael’s Life House and Covenant House. Pictured, from left to right, are: Front row, Marjorie Wieseman, Ruth
Positan, Margery Brewster, Pat D’Angelo, Nancy Hatfield and Karen Ausiello, and back row, Diana Peterson, Sally Brown,
Nancy Muserlian, Mary Ann Sepe, Julie Nardone, Grace Anne Meyn, Anne Magnotti and Jane Walsweer. Interested persons
are invited to contact: Woman’s Club of Westfield, P.O. Box 1157, Mountainside, N.J. 07092.

Scotch Plains Library Plans
Frederick Douglass Exhibit
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library will host a
national traveling exhibition entitled
“Frederick Douglass from Slavery
to Freedom: The Journey to New
York City.” It will be on display from
Saturday, February 10, to Wednes-
day, February 28. The library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

The exhibition explores the youth
of Frederick Douglass, born a slave
in Maryland in 1818, who after his
escape to New York in 1838 be-
came one of the most famous men
in 19th-century America. Douglass
fought to end slavery and champi-
oned civil rights for all Americans.
His autobiography, published in
1845, was a powerful weapon in
the abolitionist cause, and a
bestseller in the United States. The
exhibition poses the question: What
aspects of his youth shaped his
determination to be free?

“Frederick Douglass from Sla-
very to Freedom: The Journey to
New York City” was developed
from his autobiography, “Narra-
tive of the Life of Frederick
Douglass, an American Slave,” by
the Gilder Lehrman Institute of
American History.

The exhibition has been dis-
played at schools, museums, librar-
ies and historic sites across the
country. “We are pleased to have
been selected as a site for this ex-
hibition,” said Library Director
Michelle Willis. “Through digital
reproductions of letters, photo-
graphs and broadsides, the exhibi-
tion invites visitors to learn about
the life and legacy of Frederick
Douglass. We hope this exhibition
will help our visitors gain a deeper
understanding of Douglass’ quest
for freedom and the difficult
choices he made. These choices
can resonate for Americans today
who are facing great challenges in
achieving their goals and dreams.”

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is sponsoring free programs and
other events for the public in con-
nection with the exhibition. For
more information, visit scotlib.org.

Founded in 1994 by Richard
Gilder and Lewis E. Lehrman, the
Gilder Lehrman Institute of Ameri-
can History is a nonprofit organi-
zation devoted to the improvement
of history education. Further in-
formation is  available at
gilderlehrman.org.

David Leonhardt Trio Set
To Open Weiss Jazz Series

David Leonhardt

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will open the
three-part Weiss Family Jazz Series
on Saturday, February 3, at 2 p.m.,
with the popular David Leonhardt
Trio. The library is located at 550
East Broad Street.

An internationally-
acclaimed jazz pianist
and composer,  Mr.
Leonhardt  and the
David Leonhardt Jazz
Trio will play Ameri-
can Song Book stan-
dards by composers
l ike Gershwin and
Cole Porter, along with
Mr. Leonhardt’s origi-
nal compositions. The
ensemble, which con-
sists of piano, bass and
drums, also will per-
form creative improvi-
sations.

The group has appeared at the
Arts Festival of Shenzen in China,
Winnipeg Jazz Festival and French
Maison de Dance in Lyon, France,
as well as at festivals and concerts
throughout the United States, in-
cluding the Sweet Sounds Down-
town Jazz Festival in Westfield.

Established with a bequest to the
Westfield Memorial Library Foun-
dation, the Weiss Family Jazz Se-
ries commemorates longtime li-
brary patrons Joseph and Dorothy
Weiss.

Attendees should sign up for this
event, as jazz programs at the li-
brary are always filled to capacity.
The snow date for the program is
Saturday, March 24.

The program is free and open to
Westfield Memorial
Library and MURAL
cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to
the 43 libraries that are
part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal
Agreement Libraries.
Interested persons are
advised to check the
Westfield Memorial
Library’s website,
wmlnj.org, to see if
their library is a MU-
RAL participant. To
register for the David
Leonhardt program,
visit wmlnj.org and

click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library
hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Mon-
day through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to
5 p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1
to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter, “Li-
brary Loop,” or stop by the library
for a copy of its award-winning,
quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”

Needle Nite Group
To Meet February 2

FANWOOD — Members of the
Needle Nite group will gather on Fri-
day, February 2, at 7 p.m., in
Westminster Hall of the Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church on Marian Avenue.

The quilters will continue working
on the “Scrappy” quilts they began
earlier in preparation for the annual
Harvest Quilters show on Saturday,
April 14. They also will discuss other
sewing projects that could go to vari-
ous charities. Those who crochet and
knit will be busy with the projects that
they make for newborns, people in
nursing homes and the Seafarers.

All are welcome to come see what
is being done or join the group. If
fabric, batting or yarn is needed,
Needle Niters may e-mail their re-
quests to needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.

For further information about these
projects or directions to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891, e-mail
admin@fanwoodpc.org or check the
website at fanwoodpc.org.

– Obituaries –

FOUNDATION LEADERS...Former presidents of the Westfield Foundation
gather November 7 for the annual Cornerstone Luncheon at Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield. Pictured, from left to right, are: Charles A. Kroloff
(2004 to 2010), Dave Owens (2000 to 2006), Anthony Cook (2006 to 2012), Gail
Cassidy (1999 to 2005), Janet Sarkos (current president) and Russell Finestein
(2010 to 2016).

Westfield Foundation Posts
Fund Drive, Newest Grants
WESTFIELD — In 2017, the

Westfield Foundation distributed
more than $355,000 in grants to 37
different agencies, among them the
Westfield Neighborhood Council,
Jewish Family Service, New Jer-
sey Intergenerational Orchestra and
Westfield Art Association.

Grants from the Foundation help
individuals and agencies launch
promising civic projects so they
can become sustainable agencies
that meet a specific community
need. Additionally, the Foundation
has become an important resource
for organizations with new or
emerging needs. In 2017, the Foun-
dation provided seed money for
various projects, including the cre-
ation of a mobile food market pro-
gram spearheaded by Groundwork
Elizabeth.

In the fourth quarter, the Foun-
dation distributed $74,200 to nine
organizations. Various grants al-
lowed the purchase of groceries
for families whose children are
battling cancer, scholarships for

autistic students to attend a camp,
the implementation of a peer coor-
dinator model program and funds
for a teen wing remodeling project.
Recipients included the Westfield
United Fund, Union County Col-
lege, Emmanuel Cancer Founda-
tion, Westfield Y, CASA of Union
County, Habitat for Humanity, the
YWCA of Union County, the Boys
and Girls Club of Union County
and Trinitas Health Foundation.

The Foundation focuses on four
sectors: Arts, Education, Health
and Social Services. For 2017, 42
percent of the grants were for edu-
cational requests, 29 percent for
health, 19 percent for civic pro-
grams and social service, and 10
percent for the arts.

Currently, the Westfield Foun-
dation is holding its annual fund-
raising appeal. The Foundation
holds only one fund-raising cam-
paign per year. Donations to the
Foundation’s current annual appeal
can be sent directly to: Westfield
Foundation,  P.O. Box 2295,
Westfield, N.J. 07091.

For more information about the
Westfield Foundation, visit the
Foundation website at
thewes t f i e ld founda t ion .com.
Those who have questions about
making a donation or are inter-
ested in creating a “family legacy”
that would benefit the community
for years to come are asked to con-
tact Betsy Chance, executive di-
rector, at (908) 233-9787 or to e-
mail foundation@westfieldnj.com.

Men of Bronze to Be Shown
In Tribute to Black Soldiers
CRANFORD — The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders invites
all residents and visitors to its 2018
Union County Black History Month
Celebration event, featuring a screen-
ing of Men of Bronze, a rare 1977
documentary about the 369th Regi-
ment in World War I.

Keynote speaker Jeffrey Sammons,
Ph.D., professor of history at New
York University, will provide com-
mentary on the film and present his
book, “Harlem’s Rattlers and the
Great War: The Undaunted 369th
Regiment and the African-American
Quest for Equality,” co-authored with
John H. Morrow, Jr.

Free and open to the public, this
program will be held on Wednesday,
February 21, at 12:30 p.m., in the
Student Development Building at
Union County College, located at
1033 Springfield Avenue, Cranford.
It will last approximately two hours.

“Some of the veterans featured in
this year’s Black History Month cel-
ebration were from Union County,”
said Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados. “It is an honor to bring
their stories home after so many years.
Their experiences are a powerful re-
minder that the task of progress is
never finished, and each new genera-
tion must renew the fight to ensure

equality and dignity for all who call
this great nation home.”

The 369th Regiment was known as
the Harlem Hellfighters and also as
Harlem’s Rattlers. Although relegated
to non-combat duty by the U.S. Com-
mand, the 369th was sent to France
and spent more time in front-line
trenches than any other American in-
fantry unit. Fighting alongside French,
Moroccan and Senegalese soldiers at
the campaigns of Champagne-Marne
and Meuse-Argonne, the men of the
369th distinguished themselves in
some of the fiercest battles of the
Great War.

Men of Bronze uses photographs,
interviews with veterans, and film
from the French and American Na-
tional Archives to recount the saga of
the Harlem Hellfighters.

The 2018 Black History Month
Celebration is sponsored by the Free-
holder Board through the Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs in the
Department of Parks and Recreation,
and is funded in part by a grant from
the New Jersey Historical Commis-
sion, a Division of Cultural Affairs in
the Department of State. For more
information on all Cultural and Heri-
tage programs, visit ucnj.org, e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org or call (908)
558-2550.

Donald J. Sheppard
Great Father and Korean War Vet

Donald J. Sheppard, born June
3, 1930, passed peacefully
into eternal rest on Mon-
day, January 15, 2018. He
is survived by his children
and their families, Craig,
Donald,  Kim, Sheryl ,
Kevin, Stephen, Brian and
Sean; his brother, Bill, and
family, and many grand-
children, great-grandchil-
dren, nephews and nieces.

Don attended Wharton
School of Business and
served in the Navy and fought in
the Korean War. Don instilled a

work ethic in all his children and
enjoyed the challenges of
the many different busi-
nesses he was involved in
during his life. He en-
joyed his grandchildren
and many gardens later in
life.

Don was preceded in
death by his parents,
Alfred Sr. and Marie, and
his brothers, Alfred and
Robert. A private memo-
rial for family only will

be held at a later date.
January 25, 2018

Donald J. Sheppard

WNC Announces
Super Bowl Party

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Neighborhood Council (WNC) will
hold a Super Bowl Party on Sunday,
February 4, beginning at 4 p.m. Open
to the community, it will take place at
the WNC, located at 127 Cacciola
Place, Westfield.

The BYOB event will feature re-
freshments, door prizes and a foot-
ball pool. Attendees are invited to
wear their favorite sport jersey to
show some spirit. The cost is $10 in
advance and $15 at the door. Tickets
are available via https://
wncsuperbowlparty2018.eventbrite.com/
.

Madge G. Nelson, Beloved Wife,
Mother, Grandmother, Sister, Friend
Madge G. Nelson (Gutai), 86, of

Clifton and Lake Wallkill (Sussex,
N.J.) passed peacefully at the Lake,
surrounded by her family, on Tues-
day, January 16.

Madge was the daughter of the late
John A. and Alice M. (Miller) Gutai.
She was born in Philadelphia and
graduated from Mepham High School
on Long Island, and from the Eastern
School of Medical Technologists in
New York City. Madge worked as a
medical technologist at Midtown
Hospital in Manhattan and Passaic
General Hospital prior to starting her
family. Once her children were grown,
she worked at Walco-Link in Clifton,
and Weight Watchers until retirement.

Madge was married to Robert D.
Nelson of Clifton for 60 years. In
addition to her husband, Bob, Madge
is survived by her children, Janet
Nelson Smith and her husband, Bob
Smith, of Westfield, N.J., and Bob
Nelson, Jr. of Clifton, as well as her
granddaughters who were truly the
light of her life, Darrell Ann, Meredith
(engaged to Stephen Siefert) and

Emily Smith. Additionally, Madge is
survived by her siblings, Dr. James
Gutai and Barbara Gutai; her sister-
in-law, Elizabeth (Betty) Gutai;
nieces, cousins and many friends. She
was predeceased by her brother, Jack,
and grand-dog, Bruzer.

Madge was a longtime member of
the First Lutheran Church in Clifton
and the Ladies of the Lake at Lake
Wallkill. She will be greatly missed
by all who knew her, especially her
family.

Friends are invited to visit with the
family on Friday, January 26, from 3
to 7 p.m., at the Allwood Funeral
Home, 660 Allwood Road, Clifton,
N.J. The funeral will take place at
10:30 a.m. on Saturday, January 27,
at the funeral home, with burial at the
Northampton Shrine in Easton, Pa.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a
memorial contribution in Madge’s
memory to Alzheimer’s New Jersey
(alzNJ.org) or to the charity of your
choice. Please visit
allwoodfuneralhome.com.

January 25, 2018

Jane Demarest Engel,
Was Loving Mother

Jane Demarest Engel died on Fri-
day, January 19, 2018, at Meadow
Lakes, East Windsor, N.J., at the
age of 97. Jane was born in Man-
hattan and grew up there as a proud
New Yorker. She graduated from
Wells College in Aurora, N.Y., with
a bachelor’s degree in sociology.
After graduation, she went into per-
sonnel work in New York City. Her
most important job was as the head
of the Emergency Leave Section of
the domestic office of the Ameri-
can Red Cross during World War
II, where she worked with military
personnel on leave and with the
war brides of combatants. She
stopped her paid employment in
1947 when she married Joseph G.
Engel, to whom she was married
for over 52 years until his death in
2000. Jane and Joe raised their
family in Westfield, N.J., for 38
years before moving to Princeton,
N.J., in 1990. Jane moved to
Meadow Lakes in East Windsor in
2008. Jane was the consummate
volunteer and friend, working with
a number of non-profit organiza-
tions. She was a co-founder of

Mobile Meals of Westfield, which
celebrates its 50th anniversary this
year.

Jane is survived by her three sons,
five grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren: William V. Engel;
Richard F. Engel (the late Brenda)
– children, John J. Engel (Megan)
and their son, Hunter B. Engel,
Robert M. Engel (Abi) and their
son, Graham B. Engel, and Eliza-
beth A. Engel; Robert J. Engel
(Patricia) – children, William R.
Engel and Elizabeth E. Piombino
(Michael), and by many nieces and
nephews. She was predeceased by
her parents and two brothers.

The family would like to express
their gratitude to Jane’s caregivers,
especially to her good friend and
chief caregiver,  Eileen
Wintersteen.

Funeral services will be private.
Donations in Jane’s name would be
appreciated to Wells College, Office
of Advancement, 170 Main Street,
Aurora, N.Y. 13026 or to New Jer-
sey SEEDS, 494 Broad Street, Suite
105, Newark, N.J. 07102.

January 25, 2018
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St. James School
Slates Open House

SPRINGFIELD — St. James the
Apostle School, located at 41 South
Springfield Avenue, Springfield, is
celebrating Catholic Schools Week
with an open house this Sunday, Janu-
ary 28, from 1 to 3 p.m.

St. James provides its students a
Roman Catholic faith-based educa-
tion that acknowledges each child’s
individual ability to achieve his or her
potential academically, socially and
spiritually.

The school offers academic excel-
lence while teaching students to re-
spect themselves and others and to
make decisions based on moral val-
ues. St. James is accredited by the
Middle States Association of Col-
leges and Schools. Other highlights
of St. James School include Pre-K3
to Grade 8 classes and before- and
after-care programs. For more infor-
mation, call (973) 376-5194 or visit
the school’s Web site at
sjspringfield.org.

Next Step in Women’s Empowerment
Taking Control of Your Finances

Women are speaking up more
and more these days. Speaking up
for what they believe in...equal op-
portunities, equal pay, a safe work
environment, having their voices
heard in political matters, and their
overall right to be
happy.

As a financial ad-
visor, I meet many
women who have
never had a meaning-
ful  role in their
family’s financial de-
cisions.  These
women, many of
whom are recently
widowed or di-
vorced, were never
part of the process of
managing their in-
vestment portfolio or
an annual financial
review. Due to their
immediate circumstances, they are
now obligated to begin learning
how to manage their finances at the
most inopportune time.

As a working mom, I understand
the need for division of household
duties. However, that doesn’t mean
we need to fully relinquish our in-
volvement in our family’s finan-
cial future. I believe that women
should hold on to that responsibil-
ity, even if on a limited basis. Your
and your family’s financial well-
being is too important to let en-
tirely go. There are many ways to
be on top of your finances without
assuming 100 percent of the re-
sponsibility.

My message to all women not
previously involved in their finances
is this: Take that first step. Ask the
questions you need to ask. Sit down
with your spouse/partner or call your
financial advisor directly; your
questions and overall discussion will
likely be well-received. It is your
responsibility to make it happen.

Some things you should find out
(if you don’t already know) include:

• What is your current net
worth?

• How much debt do you
have?

• What is your household
income?

• What are you spending/
saving annually?

• How is your portfolio cur-
rently invested?

• Do you under-
stand the information
included on your in-
come tax return when
you sign it?

• Do you know
your current estate
plan and what the new
tax law means for
your family?

Additionally, when
it comes to your in-
vestments, are you
losing sleep at night
after the strong 2017
market returns? Do
you feel anxious when
you hear news regard-

ing the financial markets? Does
your current investment portfolio
allocation take into consideration
your feelings towards risk? These
are issues that you and your spouse
should address with your financial
advisor.

I’m glad to see the increasing
movement toward women’s em-
powerment. It is long overdue!
While some issues are not yet
within our control, some certainly
are. Finance is not an easy topic to
learn, but it can be done! Round
Table Wealth Management is ex-
cited to launch our new Women at
the Table quarterly newsletter to
help you get started. Your future
self will thank you for spending a
few minutes with the salient ar-
ticles. Trust me.

If you would like a review of
your investment portfolio or need
help in getting answers to these
questions, contact a Round Table
Wealth Manager today. Visit us at
www.roundtablewealth.com.

Mariella Foley is a Wealth Man-
ager with Round Table Wealth Man-
agement since 2000. Her focus is
working with women to help them
gain greater control of their finances.
Mariella’s responsibilities include
all aspects of wealth management
such as investments, income taxes,
cash flow management and overall
financial decision making for her
clients. She is a Certified Financial
Planner TM (CFP®) and a Certi-
fied Divorce Financial Analyst
(CDFA®). She can be reached at
Mariella@roundtablewealth.com or
(908) 374-2570.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/bulletin/form

Mariella P. Foley
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LAUDED FOR SERVICE...Marie Leppert offers remarks upon being presented
with the third annual Scotch Plains-Fanwood Martin Luther King Day of Service
Award January 15 during the opening ceremony for the 2018 Day of Service.
Standing behind her are Sylvia Hicks, the 2017 award recipient, and the Honor-
able Leland McGee, who received the award in 2016.

MLK Day of Service Award
Presented to Marie Leppert
SCOTCH PLAINS — During the

opening ceremony for the ninth an-
nual Scotch Plains-Fanwood Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service
on January 15, the third annual
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Martin
Luther King Day of Service Award
was given to Marie Leppert. The
ceremony was held at the Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Cen-
tral New Jersey in Scotch Plains.

The award was presented by
Sylvia Hicks, the 2017 honoree,
along with the Honorable Leland S.
McGee, the inaugural recipient and
president of Social Justice Matters.
Also in attendance, and speaking
prior to the award, was Ms.
Leppert’s brother, former Gover-
nor Donald DiFrancesco.

In accepting the award, Ms. Leppert
credited her father as an example for
her in giving service to the commu-
nity. She said she was not only grate-
ful for the work that she has been able
to do, but also the friends that she has
made along the way.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Mar-
tin Luther King Day of Service
Award is presented each year to a
member of the community for “ser-
vice to the community in the fulfill-
ment of the ideals of the Reverend
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.” The
honoree is chosen by a committee
made up of former recipients.

A lifelong Scotch Plains resident
and a Douglass College graduate,
Ms. Leppert taught school for 12
years. She also was very active with
her children, serving as president of
the PTA and as a Girl Scout and Cub
Scout leader.

She currently is recording secre-
tary for both the Historical Docu-
mentation Committee and Preserve
the Shady Rest Committee. In the
past she served on the Historical
Preservation Commission for all of
the years it was functioning and
also was assistant curator for the
Historical Society.

Ms. Leppert is one of the founders
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Alumni Association and is
in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Hall of Fame.

For 63 years she has been a part
of the College Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains, serving five times as
president. She also is an active mem-
ber of the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church in Scotch Plains. She and
her husband, John Leppert, are the
parents of two children, Bonnie Jean
and Timothy, both of whom are at-
torneys.

Michelle Shapiro Abraham,
Courtney Agnello and Amanda
Barnett, co-chairwomen of the Day
of Service, announced during the
opening ceremony that more than
1,000 volunteer slots had been pre-
filled for this year’s event.

The Day of Service is held each
year on the Monday celebration of
the Reverend King’s birthday. Vol-
unteers are matched with local or-
ganizations to participate in social
action projects for “a day on, not a
day off.” Anyone interested in help-
ing with the 2019 event is asked to
contact the co-chairs at
spfdayofservice@gmail.com.

Caring Contact to Conduct
Listener Training Session

WESTFIELD AREA — Crisis lis-
tening line Caring Contact will offer
its 92nd volunteer listening training
session beginning Tuesday, March 13.
Training will run once a week, 9:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., plus one full week-
end, June 2 and 3, and will end on
Tuesday, June 12. Training will be
held at Congregation Beth Israel, lo-
cated at 18 Shalom Way, Scotch Plains.

This training enables graduates to
become volunteer listeners on the
hotline, helping people in crisis and
perhaps saving a life. Participants
receive 52 hours of comprehensive
training in active listening. In addi-
tion, volunteers become certified in
Mental Health First Aid and Applied
Suicide Intervention Skills Training.
Volunteers develop the ability to lis-
ten actively, assess the needs of some-
one in crisis and provide empathy and
support.

Following training, new volunteer
listeners are supported by seasoned
listeners during 24 hours of internship
before they take calls on their own.
Even once a volunteer is a certified
listener, the hotline provides a range of
support and training opportunities to
allow them to keep honing their skills.

“This daytime training and volun-
teering opportunity is ideal for retir-
ees, empty nesters and stay-at-home
parents,” said Janet Sarkos, Caring

Contact’s executive director. “Many
of our listeners were looking for some-
thing meaningful to do after they re-
tired or their children left home. They
find that volunteering at Caring Con-
tact not only gives them something to
do with their new-found freedom but
also gives them a sense of reward
when they help someone in crisis.”

Anyone interested in registering
for the training should visit
caringcontact.org/volunteer-listener-
application/.

Caring Contact is an award-win-
ning, volunteer-staffed caring and
crisis hotline and listening commu-
nity, providing active listening sup-
port and best-in-class training to the
Central and Northern New Jersey
community. More than 100 trained
volunteer listeners answered nearly
9,000 calls last year from people in
crisis, having suicidal thoughts or sim-
ply feeling depressed and lonely.

The listening line serves Central
and Northern New Jersey and is a
primary responder to calls to the na-
tional suicide prevention line (1-800-
273-TALK or 1-800-SUICIDE) that
originate in New Jersey. Callers also
reach Caring Contact by dialing (908)
232-2880. Those preferring to seek
support through texting may text
“heart” to 741-741. More informa-
tion is available at caringcontact.org.

Photo courtesy of Susan M. Dougherty
HURRICANE RELIEF...Children who attend Church on Wednesdays at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield display some of the 100 hurricane relief kits they
recently assembled for people in areas affected by floods and hurricanes. Their
moms and members of Presbyterian Women served as “quality control” for each of
the plastic bag kits, comprised of a washcloth, hand towel, comb, nail clippers, soap
and toothbrush. The project, conceived by Presbyterian Women, was embraced by
the entire congregation, which brought the donations for the hurricane relief bags.

Free Tax Help Is Available To
Cranford, Garwood Residents

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department, in
conjunction with the American Asso-
ciation of Retired Persons (AARP),
is accepting appointments for free tax
assistance.

Cranford and Garwood taxpayers
can call the recreation and parks de-
partment at (908) 709-7283 to re-
serve a time slot with a tax practitio-
ner. Hourly appointments are being
made on either Mondays or Fridays
beginning Friday, February 2, from
noon, 1:30 p.m. and 3 p.m.

All appointments will be at the
Cranford Community Center, located
at 220 Walnut Avenue, in Room 204.
The last appointment will be Mon-
day, April 16. No appointments will
be made on Monday, February 19
(Presidents’ Day) and Friday, March
30 (Good Friday), as the Community
Center will be closed.

This service is for residents of Cran-
ford and Garwood, and is geared to
senior citizens and area residents with
low to moderate income. Filing assis-
tance is provided for Federal and
New Jersey state income tax returns,
and the Property Tax Reimbursement
program (PTR 1 and 2). Federal and
state returns are filed electronically.

Participants should bring the fol-
lowing information: copies of Fed-
eral and state returns for 2016 along
with 2017 wages, interest, dividends,
capital gains, Social Security and
other documents including forms
1099, 1099R, 1099B-W2 and SSA
and property tax bill (2017). A form
of identification is required and, if
requesting direct deposit or payment,

Casino Night to Raise Funds
For F-SP Rotary Causes

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Rotary
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will
hold a Casino Night fundraiser on
Friday, February 9, at 6:30 p.m., at
Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch
Plains. Tickets are $65 per person
and include a buffet dinner and $100
in casino play money. All attendees
must be at least 21 years of age.

Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. and
gaming will occur between 7 and 11
p.m. Tickets can be purchased at
eventbrite.com. For further informa-
tion about this event, including spon-
sorship opportunities, contact Carmela
Resnick at cresnickart@gmail.com.

The fundraiser will support the
many charitable activities managed
by the Rotary Club of Fanwood-

Scotch Plains, an organization with
more than 50 members. The club
currently sponsors local and interna-
tional causes, as well as scholarships
for Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School students. As the club contin-
ues to grow, it plans to expand its
service initiatives and support for
non-profit organizations.

The Rotary Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains has been serving the
community since 1938. Meetings are
held on Wednesdays at noon at the
Stage House Restaurant and at 6 p.m.
at Darby Road on the last Wednesday
of the month. Guests are invited to
attend and learn about the good that
Rotary is doing worldwide. For fur-
ther information, go to fsprotary.org.

SHARING WARMTH AND CHEER...Centennial Elks Lodge No. 400 and
Centennial Temple No. 246 of Westfield donated white socks December 18 to the
residents at the Ashbrook Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Scotch Plains.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Lisa Middleton, daughter ruler at Centennial
Temple; Judy Mac Maus, secretary at Ashbrook, and Daughter Andrea Scurry,
chairwoman for the event.

Edwardian High Tea To
Be Held at Reeve House

WESTFIELD — The Reeve His-
tory and Cultural Resource Center,
home to the Westfield Historical So-
ciety, will be transformed into an
Edwardian Tea House on Wednes-
day, February 7, at noon.

Members of the community are
invited to enjoy a British high tea as
the Edwardians would have in the
late 1800s and early 1900s. They will
have the opportunity to experience
the “Downton Abbey” way of life as
they sip tea while eating scones with
clotted cream and strawberry jam,
accompanied by a variety of finger
sandwiches with desserts to follow.

Guests will be entertained by vio-
lin music in the restored 1872
Italianate Reeve House. They will be
able to sit by a lit fireplace in the
parlor, surrounded by elegant furni-
ture and paintings, or contemplate in
the library with artifacts from the
Reeve family. Visitors also can ad-
mire the ambience in the dining room.
Edwardian High Tea attire is optional.

The Reeve History and Cultural

Resource Center is located at 314
Mountain Avenue, Westfield. Space
is limited, so reservations are re-
quested by Thursday, February 1. To
make a reservation, call (908) 654-
1794 or e-mail
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.

The cost is $35 per person for
Westfield Historical Society mem-
bers and $40 per person for non-
members – payable at the door by
check or cash. Membership informa-
tion will be available.

The Westfield Historical Society is
celebrating its 50th anniversary this
year. Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) non-
profit Westfield Historical Society
has worked to preserve, interpret and
encourage interest in history,
Westfield, and its residents through
educational efforts and community
outreach programs. For further infor-
mation on the Westfield Historical
Society and its activities, or to volun-
teer, call (908) 654-1794 or visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org, and
like the organization on Facebook.

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

908-482-8855

Temple to Present
Bagels and Babies

CRANFORD — Parents of young
children are invited to attend Bagels
and Babies with their youngsters on
Sunday, February 4, from 10:30 a.m.
to noon, at Temple Beth-El Mekor
Chayim.

In addition to bagels, there will be
ample informal play and social time,
plus some music and songs.

There is no charge to attend. How-
ever, if possible, interested persons
are asked to RSVP to
Jessica.suckerman@gmail.com, pref-
erably by Wednesday, January 31.
Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim is lo-
cated at 338 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

F-SP College Club Program
To Spotlight Pet Therapy

FANWOOD — Creature Comfort
Pet Therapy will present the benefits
of pet therapy at the College Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains’ meeting on
Monday, February 26. The Creature
Comfort team of staff and volunteers
are committed to sharing their ani-
mals’ love by visiting people in need
of comfort and therapy.

Creature Comfort has more than
160 pet therapy teams. Although the
majority of pet teams are dogs, rab-
bits, cats, a potbelly pig and a minia-
ture horse also have been certified as
pet therapy animals. Volunteer teams
provide almost 200 visits per month

to facilities that include nursing
homes, schools, libraries, hospitals,
hospice, and veterans’ programs.

Benefits of visits with a therapy
animal may include decreased anxi-
ety, increased communication and
socialization, reduced pain, lower
blood pressure and improved read-
ing skills.

Open to the public, this program
will take place at 7:30 p.m. after a
brief refreshment period. It will be
held at the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, located at 74 South Martine
Avenue. Visitors may use the
McDermott Place entrance.

individuals are asked to bring a blank
check showing their account number
and routing number.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Blood Drive Is Set
Sunday In Westfield
WESTFIELD — The American

Red Cross has announced that a blood
drive will take place this Sunday,
January 28, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue.

To make an appointment or for more
information, download the American
Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit
redcrossblood.org or call 1-(800)-
RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767).
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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

NATIELLO 15 PTs, McDANIEL 10, THREE OTHERS 8 EACH

Cardinal Boys Hit 3’s; Down
Basketball Blue Devils, 64-54

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Getting in sync in nearly every as-
pect of the game was no problem for
the Plainfield High School boys bas-
ketball team but it certainly was a
problem for the Blue Devil boys in a
64-54 setback at Westfield High
School on January 18. The 5-7 Cardi-
nals banged 10 3-pointers, had sec-
ond, third and even fourth chances on

offensive rebounds and also sank 20
of 29 free throws, while the Blue
Devils were not only off on their
shooting but got very few second
chances under the boards.

Romey Tally nailed six of those 3-
pointers and finished with a game-
high 26 points. Armin Spann sank two
3-pointers and finished with nine
points and Daekwuan Mullings sank
a pair of 3-pointers and finished with

eight points. Dante McCray, who was
the big man under the boards with 13
rebounds, scored five points and Mark
Daniels scored eight points.

The Blue Devils could not hit a 3-
pointer in the first half but did sink
seven in the second half. Senior Mark
Natiello scored 15 points, including a
pair of threes, and added four re-
bounds. Senior Adam McDaniel fin-

BENCIVENGA WINS AT 152, CRESPO NIPS ROPER AT 160

Panthers Hold Back Cougars
In Wrestling Showdown, 33-25

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bonus points in face-to-face bouts
were hard to come by for either team
when the Cranford High School wres-
tling team traveled to Roselle Park to
clash with the Panthers on January
17. The outcome came down to the
final bout where the Cougars needed
a pin to win by one but Abel Crespo
avoided a gallant effort from Kyell
Roper to emerge with a 4-3 decision
and to earn the Panthers a 33-25 vic-
tory.

Each team did receive a forfeit with
Cougar Matt Savino getting his hand
raised at 285-lbs and Panther Mark
Montgomery facing no foes at 132-
lbs and each team recorded a fall with
Cougar Justin Alpaugh McLean show-
ing Jefferson Garcia the lights with a
half nelson in 2:07 at 170-lbs and
Panther Gabe Leo pinning Jimmy

Gluck with an arm bar stack in 1:14 at
106-lbs. But there were no technical
falls, although the Panthers received
one bonus point each via three major
decisions, while the Cougars received
just one.

After the opening bout at 170-lbs,
Panther Devin Hilburn recorded a
Merkel-to-back takedown, a duck
under takedown, a reversal and a last-
second takedown to seize an 11-3,
major decision over Zach Blevins at
182-lbs but Cougar Dylan Budnik
answered with an 8-0, major decision
of his own at 195-lbs, recording three
takedowns himself to top Ryan Ur-
ban. Cougar Rob Schork began his
220-lb bout with Sean Matthews with
a shrug-and-yank takedown and ended
it with a single-leg and trip takedown
to grab a 5-0 decision. After Savino
received his forfeit, the Cougars had
a 19-4 lead.

Leo’s pin at 106-lb narrowed the
margin to 19-10 then Cougar Will
Fernandez scrambled to get two early
takedowns then managed to hold off
Antonio Antonucci, 4-3, at 113-lbs
but the Panthers were heading into
the meat of their lineup, beginning at
120-lbs where Eddie Hummel spe-
cialized in double-leg and duck under
takedowns to claim a 12-4, major
decision over Pat Kalnins.

Next came a trio of Union County
Tournament champions. Panther Matt
Armamento recorded an escape and a
takedown in the second period and
added a low single-leg takedown to
defeat Luke DiGiovanni, 5-1, at 126-
lbs. Montgomery received his forfeit
then Jon Mejia put on a clinic of seven
takedowns to reap a 16-6, major deci-
sion over Dean Smith at 138-lbs.

Mejia wasted little time getting his

BRADY NETS 14 PTS, LAYLOR 12; DRUBULIS, CRUSE 8 EA.

Raider Boys Lose to Rahway
In Battle of Undefeated, 54-50

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Rahway High School boys
basketball team rallied from an 11-
point deficit to defeat Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 54-50, in a battle of
unbeatens on January 16 at Rahway.
The UCC Valley Conference co-lead-
ers had been on a collision course
since the season began and Tuesday’s
round one showdown lived up to ex-
pectations. Rahway’s Zion Pendleton
led all scorers with 20 points and it
was his drive through the lane with
1:46 to play that gave Rahway a 48-
47 lead. It was the Indians’ first lead
since the start of the game.

Moments later, the Raiders ap-
peared to regain the lead when senior
guard Tommy Drubulis made an ac-
robatic layup on a drive to the basket
but the points were waved off when

he was called for a charge. The call
did not sit well with Raider fans in
attendance nor with the players but
there was still a game to be won or
lost.

“Some calls did not go our way
tonight but that is part of the game,”
said Raider Head Coach Steve
Siracusa. “That happens each night to
every team. We need to continue to
worry and try to take care of the things
that we can control. The referee’s,
atmosphere, opponents facing, etc.
are all out of our control. We had
many opportunities to win this game
tonight and we just fell a little short on
those opportunities.”

Senior Jack Brady actually tied the
game at 50-50 when he hit a 3-pointer
with :33 to play. But Drubulis was
called for another foul on the defen-
sive end sending Rahway’s Keyshawn

Cummings to the free throw line where
he calmly sank a pair of shots to put
the Indians on top 52-50 with :28 left
to play.

With the ball and still with a chance
to tie or win, Raider hopes suffered a
blow when Ryan Muench lost the ball
out of bounds with 16 seconds left on
the clock. It was Cummings that drove
home the dagger on the other end
when he split a double team by
Drubulis and teammate Dwight Laylor
and then found Pendleton alone un-
derneath and delivered a pass for a
layup with seven seconds left that
provided the final margin of victory.

The loss was a bitter pill for the
Raiders to swallow after building a
30-19 lead early in the third quarter.
The Raiders had done a fine job
throughout the first half at competing

See SPF/Roselle Park Wrestling
Panthers Win 1,000th – page 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING OVER STRATEGIES...Raider Head Coach Steve Siracusa goes over some strategies with his team during a timeout
in the game against the Rahway Indians in Rahway on January 16.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING EVERYTHING HE COULD...Cougar Kyell Roper, top, tries to pull Panther Abel Crespo to his back with a Spread
Eagle maneuver. Roper did get a 3-point nearfall with a cradle but Crespo hung on to give Roselle Park its 999th victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING HIS MOVE...Blue Devil Adam McDaniel, No. 2, makes his move to the basket in the game against the Plainfield
Cardinals in Westfield on January 18. The Cardinals hit 10 3-pointers and earned a 64-54 victory.

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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WELCOME TO ECHO RIDGE - MOUNTAINSIDE
GRAND OPENING

Open House, January 28th 1:00pm to 4:00pm

For her senior class paper in 2004,
Eadaoin Quinn chose a whopper: The
forgotten athletes of Westfield High
School. Quinn, known to her friends
and cross-country/track teammates
and coaches as “Deenie,” lamented
the lack of knowledge about her
school’s sports heritage by many in
the community.

“If one plays a sport, he or she often
only concentrates on winning the next
game or reaching a personal goal,”
she wrote. “Very seldom do WHS
athletes take the time to reflect on the
athletic tradition that they are a part
of. Just as members of a country learn
of the accomplishments of their an-
cestors, athletes in this community
should recognize the achievements of
people who have come before them.”

With the assistance of track coach
Greg Gorski and custodian Cordell
Crafton, she visited the catacombs
beneath the hallways of WHS in search
of old trophies, photographs, any-

thing that could help her shed some
light on long-ago WHS athletics. They
found a room with many trophies
lying in a pile. There was a Newark
Sunday Call indoor track relay cham-
pionship trophy from 1932, on top of
a state swimming championship tro-
phy from 1992. As Quinn wrote, “both
represented the culmination of hon-
ors in each of their respective sports,
yet here they were, destined to never
again see the light of day.”

She mentioned athletes like runner
Cliff Sheehan, the 1965 and 1966
swim teams and wrestler Chris
Campbell. Some might know those
names at least partially because of
their induction into the Westfield Ath-
letic Hall of Fame.

There are many others who have
contributed immensely to the school’s
athletic heritage who will likely never
make it into the WAHOF. But how are
they different (other than a poor sense
of timing for when they competed)
from the current athletes who con-
tinue the tradition? The recent and
current athletes still have many of
their honors on display. They haven’t
had 40 or 50 years for their trophies
and scrapbooks to get packed, re-
packed and eventually forgotten in
the back of a closet.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gone, But (Hopefully)
Not to Be Forgotten

Walt Hansgen, WHS Class of 1940, was one of the country’s top race-car drivers
in the 1950s and ’60s, winning 106 races in both NASCAR and Formula 1.

It’s difficult to imagine a time when
the exploits of Mike and AJ Murray,
Erin Miller, Chris DeLaFuente, Cyndil
Matthew, Christian Burgdorf,
Caroline Baldwin, Jack Curry, Owen
Kessler, Phil Martini, etc., are un-
known. But it will happen, and that’s
sad.

Here’s a chronological list of some
of the athletes, coaches and teams –
the Cliff Sheehans and Chris
Campbells of their day – who per-
formed between 1925 and 1944.

Max Glasser (’25). A standout in
football, basketball and baseball, he
ended his high school career by beat-
ing Cranford with a grand-slam home
run at the old Armory Field. A foot-
ball captain and baseball star at Dela-
ware.

Bud Dunn (’27). The four-year class
president was a star end and captain
of the football team and a state hurdles
champion. He also placed top five in
the 440, javelin and discus.

Eli Britten (’28). An all-county
quarterback, three-year starter in bas-
ketball and all-state pitcher. He also
was class president all four years.

Steve Banyasz (’31). A solid three-
sport athlete – halfback, point guard,
pitcher – who was inducted into the
Union County Baseball Hall of Fame
in 1987.

Rem Merry (’31). A four-year
standout and two-year captain of the
tennis team. His senior team went 11-
0, won 54 of its 55 matches and was
declared the state champions by the
NJSIAA. His father was president of
the Westfield Tennis Club.

Frank Esposito (’33). Years before
WHS had a cross-country team, he
placed third and second at the state
meet. Esposito also was captain of the
basketball team, finished first and
second in the mile during indoor track
and first and third in the mile during
spring track. Also lettered as a short-
stop during sophomore year.

Dom Urciuoli (’33). A three-year
star as a fullback/linebacker on foot-
ball that went 20-1-4 with 16 shut-
outs. Also a three-year baseball player,
hitting .344 as a sophomore.

Junie Frye (’34). Followed Hall of
Famers Lee Waring and Frank
Ketcham as WHS’s single-wing
tailback. He was inducted into the
Maine Sports Hall of Fame in 1999
after a stellar career at Bowdoin.

Gordon Kellogg (’34). State cham-
pion in the javelin as a senior, setting
a school record that lasted 28 years.

He also represented the Westfield Y
on its first national swim team in
1930.

Bob Kaiser (’35). Threw a school-
record nine touchdown passes as the
successor to Lee Waring, Frank
Ketcham and Junie Frye in football.
He also was a three-year letter winner
in basketball and baseball.

Bob Wilkinson (’35). A three-year
captain, he was the school’s first state
golf champion in 1935, shooting a 68
in the final round.

Frank Feely (’36). Indoor and out-
door county champion in the high
jump, and third and second at states as
a senior. He set school records that
lasted until 1964.

George Miller (’36). Captain of the
17-3 basketball team in 1936, he also
starred in baseball, and was induced
into the Union County Baseball Hall
of Fame in 1988. He’s also the grand-
father of recent WHS basketballers
Erin, Danielle and Jamie Miller.

Walt Horner (’37). Captain of
WHS’s first cross-country team, he
won state titles in the mile (indoors)
and 880 (outdoor). His school record
in the 880 lasted a quarter-century.

John Kerman (’37). The standout
tackle opened holes for Hall of Famer
Americo ‘Pump’ Vella, and also was a
star discus thrower (fourth and third
at states). He later starred at Stanford,
where his senior team went 10-0, won
the Rose Bowl and was ranked No. 2
in the country.

Walt Hansgen (’40). He was “Sports
Illustrated’s” Driver of the Year in 1957
and 1959, and the New York Times’
Driver of the Year in 1957. He finished
13th and 14th at the 1964 and 1965
Indianapolis 500. In 244 career starts
(NASCAR and Formula 1) he won 106
races and was top three 162 times.

John Tandy (’40): A star end and
captain of the ’39 WHS football team,
he went on to play in a Sugar Bowl at
North Carolina, and later coached foot-
ball for a decade at R.J. Reynolds High.

Jere Hansen (’41). He won the
county 220 and was second at states
as WHS won the Group 3 title. He
won the 70 and 220 indoors at the
Newark Sunday Call meet.

Don Tomblen (’41). A three-year
tennis standout, he was first singles the
last two years and captain as a senior
on coach Sam Bunting’s first team,
which was awarded the state title. Also
a five-time winner of the Westfield
Tennis Club’s Schools Tournament.

Frank Jones (’42). A two-time state
champion in the mile, after finishing
third as a sophomore. Also was
runnerup in the indoor mile as a junior.

Norm Morton (’42). A solid pitcher
at WHS, he still holds the Rutgers
record for lowest career ERA (1.58).
He pitched several years in the minor
leagues and was inducted into the Union
County Baseball Hall of Fame in 1995.

John ‘Chick’ Miller (’43). He was a
three-year starting shortstop, twice hit-
ting over .300. Also a two-year starter
in basketball. Played many years for
the Westfield Hawks semipro team.

Ed ‘Red’ MacCloskey (’44). He
was a football and baseball star at
WHS. After serving in the Marines
during World War II, he pitched four
years in the minor leagues, although
he never pitched at WHS.

Sam Bunting. Coached WHS ten-
nis for 24 years, winning 268 matches
with state championships in 1941,
1942 and 1957.

Charles Covell. Coached football
at Roosevelt Junior High for 25 years,
1927-51, with nine unbeaten teams
and four unscored-upon teams.

George Denny. Longtime baseball
coach at Roosevelt Junior High, and
Covell’s replacement as football coach.

Dick Goodrich. Coached track from
1936-43. His 1940 track team won
the Union County and state Group 3
championships, two things that didn’t
happen again for 33 and 37 years,
respectively.

1930-31 football teams went 13-0-
3 and allowed just four touchdowns
with 12 shutouts.

1931 tennis team went 11-0, win-
ning 5-0 over 10 opponents and 4-1
over the other.

1936 basketball team went 17-3
under first-year coach Joe Freeman, a
school record for wins that lasted
until 1959.

1941 football team went 9-0 in
Freeman’s first season, allowing just
two touchdowns.

(Next week: Forgotten athletes
1945-61)

THIS AND THAT
The WHS boys ice hockey team

captured its second Union County
Cup Saturday night with a down-to-
the-wire 3-2 victory over Summit.
This was the 10th UC Cup and the
seventh time the Devils and
Hilltoppers played in the title game.
WHS’s other Cup was in 2013.

COHEN MEET RECORD 200-500-FR, R. MAIZES 1ST 100-BR

SPF Girls, WF Boys Repeat
As UCT Swim Champions

Five previous meet records went
down, two for the girls and three for
the boys, during the Union County
Girls and Boys Swim Championships
held in the Sonny Werblin Pool at
Rutgers University on January 21.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls
claimed their fourth straight crown,
beating out Westfield, 422-351, and
the Westfield boys won their sixth
straight in a close contest with Sum-
mit, 439-401.

For the girls, Raider Rachel
Maizes swam on two winning relays
and took first in the 200-Individual
Medley with a time of 2:07.77 and
set the meet record in the 100-breast-
stroke with a time of 1:04.72, top-
ping the previous record of 1:04.88.
Sophia Kudryshova (New Provi-
dence) broke her old meet record
time of 1:50.61 in the 200-freestyle
by touching first at 1:50.18. DeeDee
Maizes won the 500-freestyle with
a time of 5:16.56.

As he predicted after the Bergen
Catholic meet, Raider Josh Cohen
broke the meet record in the 200-
freestyle, touching the wall at
1:40.23, well ahead of the previous
record of 1:42.06. Cohen also topped
his meet record of 4:35.02 in the
500-freestyle by taking first with a
time of 4:32.77. The other meet
record was set by Union’s Kai
Legband in the 100-freestyle at 45.94.
The previous record was 46.15.

The Blue Devil boys won four indi-
vidual events (Ryan Bebel — 200IM
1:56.09 & 100-backstroke 52.55,
Colin Daniel — 100-butterfly 51.41,
Steve Warren — 100-breaststroke
57.66) and all three relays (200-med-
ley relay, 200-free relay, 400-free re-
lay)

GIRLS TEAM SCORES:
1. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF)

422. 2. Westfield (W) 351. 3. Gov.
Livingston (GL) 248. 4. Summit (S)
214. 5. Oak Knoll (OK) 192. 6.
Cranford (C) 176. 7. New Providence
(NP) 173. 8. Kent Place (KP) 107. 9.
Union Catholic (UC) 100. 10. Eliza-
beth (E) 44. 11. Union (U) 38. 12.
Johnson (J) 33. 13. Plainfield (P) 26.
14. Dayton (D) 16. 15. Linden (L) 10.

200-MEDLEY RELAY: 1. SPF
(Erika Frazier, Rachel Maizes, Anna
Dunchus, Megan Small) 1:49.54. 2.
Governor Livingston 1:52.54. 3. Oal
Knoll 1:53.43. 4. Summit 1:53.54. 5.
Westfield 1:53.63. 6. Cranford
1:55.61.

200-FREESTYLE: 1. Sophia
Kudryashova (NP), 1:50.18; meet
record; former record, 1:50.61. 2.
DeeDee Maizes (SPF), 1:54.91. 3.
Emma Conlon (W), 1:58.67. 4.
Caroline Warren (SPF), 1:59.13. 5.
Julia McGann (W), 1:59.79. 6. Aidan
Donahue (GL), 2:01.36.

200-IM: 1. Rachel Maizes (SPF),
2:07.77. 2. Lindsay Criqui (OK),

2:09.25. 3. Autumn Keats-O’Connor
(NP) 2:09.90. 4. Maggie O’Donnell
(C), 2:13.51. 5. Kayleigh Messingill
(OK), 2:14.21. 6. Abby McKinney
(W), 2:16.48.

50-FREESTYLE: 1. Katelyn
Fuhrmann (UC), 24.07. 2. Emily Wil-
son (C), 24.51. 3. Keeley Thompson
(W), 24.97. 4. Natalie Wiesnewski
(S), 25.31. 5. Hannah Davis (SPF),
25.37. 6. Megan Small (SPF), 25.54.

100-BUTTERFLY: 1. Bailey Gold
(GL), 57.55. 2. Erika Frazier (SPF),
58.41. 3. Rachel Hereen (GL), 58.92.
4. Kaitlyn Hersch (S), 59.03. 5. Anna
Dunchus (SPF), 59.47. 6. Maggie
O’Donnell (C), 59.65.

100-FREESTYLE: 1. Sophia
Kudryashova (NP), 51.23. 2. Emily
Wilson (C), 53.52. 3. Muriel Maloney
(W) 54.08. 4. Natalie Wiesnewski
(S), 54.93. 5. Marina Nunziato (C),
55.36. 6. Olivia Barcia (SPF), 55.62

500-FREESTYLE: 1. DeeDee
Maizes (SPF), 5:16.56. 2. Caroline
Warren (SPF), 5:17.77. 3. Julia
McGann (W), 5:19.77. 4. Emma
Conlon (W), 5:20.50. 5. Sarah
Montagna (GL) 5:21.25. 6. Aidan
Donahue (GL), 5:25.27.

200-FREE RELAY: 1. SPF
(DeeDee Maizes, Rachel Maizes,
Hannah Davis, Megan Small) 1:39.57.
2. Westfield 1:40.86. 3. Summit
1:41.57. 4. Cranford 1:43.12. 5. Oak
Knoll 1:43.99. 6. New Providence
1:44.25.

100-BACKSTROKE: 1-Lindsay
Cirqui, Oak Knoll, 58.27. 2-Bailey
Gold, Gov. Livingston, 58.34. 3-Erika
Frazier, Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
59.09. 4-Muriel Maloney, Westfield,
59.15. 5-Rachel Hereen, Governor
Livingston, 1 .25. 6-Arianna Russo,
Oak Knoll, 1 .35.

100-BREASTSTROKE: 1.
Rachel Maizes (SPF), 1:04.72; meet
record; previous record, 1:04.88. 2.
Katelyn Fuhrmann (UC), 1:04.97. 3.
Autumn Keats-O’Connor (NP),
1:06.73. 4. Anna Dunchus (SPF),
1:08.58. 5. Kayleigh Messengill (OK),
1:12.04. 6. Sofia Leonetti (SPF),
1:12.34.

400-FREE RELAY: 1. SPF
(DeeDee Maizes, Olivia Barcia,
Caroline Warren, Erika Frazier)
3:38.23. 2. Westfield 3:40.08. 3. Gov-
ernor Livingston 3:43.70. 4. New
Providence 3:47.22. 5. Summit
3:58.60. 6. Kent Place 4:05.42.

BOYS TEAM SCORES:
1. Westfield 439. 2. Summit 401. 3.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 259. 4. Gov-
ernor Livingston 236. 5. Oratory 202.
6. New Providence 148. 7. Union 98.
8. Elizabeth 76. 9. Cranford 66. 10.
Plainfield 54. 11. Johnson 49. 12.
Linden 35. 13. Union Catholic 32. 14.
Dayton 27.

200-MEDLEY RELAY: 1
Westfield (Ryan Bebel, Steven War-
ren, Jack Cifelli, Cooper Prierto)

1:36.86. 2. Summit 1:38.63. 3. Gov-
ernor Livingston 1:40.20. 4. Oratory
Prep 1:41.57. 5. New Providence
1:43.40. 6. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
1:44.85.

200-FREESTYLE: 1. Josh Cohen
(SPF), 1:40.23; meet record; previ-
ous record, 1:42.06. 2. Colin Daniel
(W), 1:45.92. 3. Andrew Meisner
(Oratory Prep), 1:48.66. 4. Rawleigh
Pollock (S), 1:49.61. 5. Teddy
Diamantopolous (W) 1:50.12. 6. Alex
Jones (S), 1:51.18.

200-IM: 1. Ryan Bebel (W),
1:56.09. 2. Alan Shao (SPF), 1:57.62.
3-Bryan Harvey (S), 2 .54. 4. Tristan
Cahill (NP), 2:01.53. 5. Will Hedges
(S), 2:03.21. 6. David Martinez (GL),
2:04.54.

50-FREESTYLE: 1. Kai Legband
(U), 21.41. 2. Eric Bebel (W), 21.85.
3. Conor Fagan (S), 22.15. 4. Dylan
Ingermann (S), 22.32. 5. Sincere
Malone (P), 22.47. 6. Cooper Prieto
(W), 22.55.

100-BUTTERFLY: 1. Colin
Daniel (W), 51.41. 2. Dylan
Ingermann (S), 51.52. 3. Alan Shao
(SPF), 52.95. 4. Patrick Heffernan
(Oratory Prep), 53.33. 5. David
Martinez (GL), 54.10. 6. Jack Cifelli
(W), 54.33.

100-FREESTYLE: 1. Kai
Legband (U), 45.94; meet record;
previous record, 46.15. 2. Eric Bebel
(W), 47.54. 3. Jordan Goldberg (S),
49.30. 4. Cooper Prieto (W), 49.61.
5. Teddy Diamantopolous (W) 49.80.
6. Campbell Rankine (S), 49.86.

500-FREESTYLE: 1. Josh Cohen
(SPF), 4:32.77; meet record; previ-
ous record, 4:35.02. 2. Patrick
Heffernan (Oratory Prep), 4:50.83. 3.
Rawleigh Pollock (S), 4:53.14. 4. Alex
Jones (S), 5 .25. 5. Andrew Meisner
(Oratory Prep), 5 .81. 6. Alfredo Rojas
(Elizabeth), 5:08.53.

200-FREE RELAY: 1. Westfield
(Eric Bebel, Cooper Prieto, Connor
Heffernan, Colin Daniel) 1:28.15. 2.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 1:29.00. 3.
Summit 1:31.46. 4. Governor
Livingston 1:33.73. 5. Union 1:39.41.
6. Oratory Prep, 1:39.83.

100-BACKSTROKE: 1. Ryan
Bebel, Westfield, 52.55. 2. Conor
Fagan (S), 54.01. 3. Ellis Sartorio
(GL) 54.54. 4. Bryan Harvey (S),
54.73. 5. Tristan Cahill (NP), 55.69.
6. Iam Ellmer (Oratory Prep), 57.69.

100-BREASTSTROKE: 1.
Steven Warren (W), 57.66. 2. Tho-
mas Brennen (W), 1:01.17. 3. Will
Hedges (S), 1:01.96. 4. Jordan
Goldberg (S), 1:02.10. 5. Aiden
Herrighty (Oratory Prep), 1:02.52. 6.
John Goceljak (NP), 1:02.91.

400-FREE RELAY: 1. Westfield
(Eric Bebel, Teddy Diamantopolous,
Colin Daniel, Ryan Bebel) 3:14.23.
2. Summit 3:20.22. 3. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood 3:21.68. 4. Oratory Prep
3:26.02. 5. Governor Livingston
3:26.40. 6. New Providence 3:39.40.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-009716-17
FILE NO. 23647-17

NOTICE TO REDEEM

US BANK C/F TOWER DBW
IV 20141, PLAINTIFF VS.
ELMINA G. SAUNDERS F/K/
A ELMINA G. BROWN, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND, ET ALS.;
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: ELMINA G. SAUNDERS F/K/A
ELMINA G. BROWN, HER HEIRS, DEVI-
SEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST; DAVY E. MO-
RALES; MRS. DAVY E. MORALES, WIFE
OF DAVY E. MORALES; LESLIE VINAS;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on January 18, 2018, the Superior
Court Fixed March 5, 2018 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
PLAINFIELD, located at 515 WATCHUNG
AVENUE, PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07060 as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 12 BLOCK 125 on the tax duplicate
of PLAINFIELD. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 14-0097 is
$25,587.18, together with interest from
January 19, 2018 and costs of $1,429.35.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 1/25/18, The Leader Fee: $55.59

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 18-02

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE
SALARIES AND WAGES FOR
THE DEPARTMENT OF PUB-
LIC WORKS OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY.

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council
adopted Ordinance 16-17 on November
15, 2016 setting salaries for employees in
the Department of Public Works; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council de-
sire to amend certain salaries as follows:

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and
Council of the Borough of Garwood, County
of Union, State of New Jersey:

SECTION 1. No Change
SECTION 2. No Change
SECTION 3. No Change
SECTION 4. No Change
SECTION 5. No Change
SECTION 7. The foreman shall receive

additional salary of $6.00 per hour.
SECTION 8. Salaries and wages shall

be bi-weekly and shall be retroactive and/
or take effect as of January 1st of the year
designated.

SECTION 9. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith are re-
pealed.

SECTION 10. The within ordinance shall
take effect after final passage and publica-
tion in accordance with law.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 18-02, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 23rd DAY OF JANUARY 2018,
and that Ordinance No. 18-02, will be taken
up for further consideration for final pas-
sage at the meeting of said Borough Coun-
cil to be held at its meeting room in the
Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey, on the 13th DAY
OF FEBRUARY 2018, at 7:15 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
heard, at which time and place all persons
who may be interested therein will be given
an opportunity to be heard concerning the
same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 1/25/18, The Leader Fee: $49.98

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

RYAN 16 PTs, 10 STEALS; STRAVACH 13 PTs; O’BRIEN 12 PTs

Lady Blue Devils Take Down
SPF Basketball Raiders, 43-33

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL SENIORS ON “SENIOR NIGHT”...Family members pose along with Westfield seniors Whitney Shyposh
(33), Grace Elliott (12), Josie Greenwood (11), Molly Ryan (22) and Lauren Sgro (32) at “Senior Night”.

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Molly Ryan scored 16 points
and racked up 10 steals to lead the
Westfield High School girls basket-
ball team past Scotch Plains-Fanwood
on “Senior Night”, January 20, at
Westfield. The Blue Devil defense set
the tone from the opening tip by pres-
suring the Raider ball handlers, se-
nior Brianna O’Brien and freshman
Corrinne Lyght, into frequent turn-
overs that resulted in easy baskets for
Westfield. The Blue Devils led by as
many as 17 points at the end of the
third quarter before having to hold off
a Raider rally that cut the deficit to
eight points late in the game.

“We are a pressure defense type of
team,” said Ryan. “We play the game
often with five guards on the floor, so
it is just our nature to want to chal-
lenge the dribbler and make it hard
for them to see floor, while protecting
the ball.”

Westfield relentlessly badgered the
Raider backcourt in the first quarter,
disrupting their efforts to get the ball
across half court and into the hands of
low post threat Nya Downing. The
Raiders committed several turnovers
on stolen passes, throw aways and
traveling calls. The Raiders scored just
two baskets in the first quarter, both by
Downing, and fell behind 10-4.

“We generally like to come out and
pressure the opponent,” said Westfield
Head Coach Liz McKeon. “We knew
that Scotch Plains had been playing
well this year but we didn’t think that
a lot of teams had pressured them, so
we wanted to see how they would
handle it. The strategy has the added
benefit of making it difficult for their
big player inside, number 30 [Nya
Downing] to get the ball where she
wants it. She can be a very physical
presence, so forcing her to come out
higher to help get the ball up the floor
helps us.”

The trend continued in the second
quarter with Westfield scoring six
points off of steals and transition
layups to increase their lead to 22-10
by the half. Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
which has gotten off to a fast start this
season, was completely out of sync
offensively.

“I think we came out apprehensive
against their defense,” said Raider
Head Coach Ryan McKenna. “We
have broken the press and brought the
ball up the court and gotten into our
offense with little problem all season
long. Tonight we just didn’t do a very
good job of it.”

Westfield stretched the lead to a
17-point bulge at 34-17 by the end of
the third quarter. The Lady Blue Dev-
ils mixed aggressive defense with
sharp shooting to extend the lead. The
formula has been highly successful
ever since a win over powerful Roselle
Catholic helped kick off a three-game
win streak, all coming against teams
with winning records.

“The win against Roselle Catholic
has been a huge boost for us,” said
Ryan. “They are a very good program
and they always are. They had beaten
us earlier in the season, so to come
back and get a win against them has
really done a lot for our confidence. It
confirms for us that we can play well
and beat anyone when we are on top
of our game.”

The Raiders, who entered the game
with a 9-3 mark, would mount a charge
in the fourth quarter. Fueled by a
determined rebounding effort from
Abbe-Gayle Burton (8 points), the
Raiders reeled off eight straight points
and cut the deficit to 34-25 with still
over four minutes to play. The Raid-
ers inched closer after a Burton layup
cut the lead to 39-31 with 1:30 left.
But the Raiders could get no closer,
plagued once again by turnovers
caused by the aggressive Westfield
defense.

“We played Westfield last year and
lost by 30 points,” said McKenna.
“Tonight the game could have had a
very different look to it if we had
converted and finished a lot of those
layup opportunities that we missed.
Give Westfield the credit for taking us
out of rhythm.”

For Westfield (7-5) the win was its
third straight and left them feeling
pretty good about themselves with
time still left to improve their seeding
for the upcoming county and state
tournaments.

“I like where we are right now,”
said McKeon. “We have a very diffi-

cult schedule that we play. There are
a lot of really good teams in the county
and we play them all, so I don’t think
our record always points to the ability
of our team.”

The 9-4 Raiders are well above
.500 after several losing seasons. They
are still very much in contention for
their divisional title and will likely
receive their highest county seed in
years if they bounce back from this
defeat.

“Obviously we are playing better
this year as a team,” said McKenna.
“A lot of that goes to having better
overall health than we did last season
when we were just overwhelmed by
injuries. I also think that this group
has played together for a long time
now. We have a lot of seniors. There
is better chemistry. It has resulted in
more success on the court.”

Samantha Stravach contributed 13
points and eight rebounds for
Westfield, while O’Brien led the Raid-
ers with 12 points. Downing added 11
points. Westfield came up with 20
steals on the night.
Sc Pl-Fanwood   4   6   7 16 33
Westfield 10 12 12   9 43

VANWHY, WICHELNS 13 PTS EACH; McCAFFERY 9 PTS

Roselle Catholic Lions Down
Lady Basketball Cougars 63-49

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School girls
basketball team dropped a 63-49 de-
cision to Roselle Catholic (9-2) in a
game played on January 18 at Martin
Gymnasium in Cranford. Roselle
Catholic center Taniya Hanner scored
26 points and dominated the game
with interior post play and second
chance baskets. The Cougars (5-5)
suffered through an eight-minute scor-
ing drought beginning in the middle

of the first quarter and spanning well
into the second quarter. During that
stretch they were outscored 23-0 and
saw a two-point lead turn into a 21-
point deficit.

“We started the game strong,” said
Cranford Head Coach Jackie Dyer.
“We were hitting our shots early but
Roselle Catholic turned up the pres-
sure and we didn’t execute very well
against it.”

Indeed both teams came out firing
with Cranford holding an 11-9 lead
less than four minutes into the game.
Charlotte VanWhy paced the Cranford
attack early, scoring nine of the team’s
first 11 points, including a pair of 3-
point bombs. But the Cougar offense

went into a deep hibernation after
VanWhy connected on a baseline jump
shot to make it 11-9 with 4:13 left in
the opening quarter.

Cranford would not score again
until Roselle Catholic had reeled off
23 unanswered points over the next
eight and a half minutes to build a 32-
11 lead. It was not until Caroline
McCaffery stole a pass and converted
a layup with 3:36 remaining in the
half that Cranford finally put an end
the Lion onslaught.

“We always seem to be a team
where we have a lot of ups and downs,”
said junior forward Olivia Speer. “We
have our runs during games and we
allow runs against us. I think it is
really more of a mental thing at this
point. We have to bear down and not
allow the other team to get into our
heads when they start a rally. We
allow small bursts to become huge
rallies.”

Roselle Catholic’s Hanner took over
the contest during this stretch scoring
11 points and dominating the
backboards against the smaller
Cranford frontcourt players.

“It is hard to match up against their
frontline players,” said Dyer. “We

don’t have that kind of height. But
Roselle Catholic is also just a very
experienced, well coached team. They
execute well in a lot of different areas
of play. It wasn’t just about the height
advantage tonight.”

Roselle Catholic took a 34-13 lead
into the intermission. They increased
the lead to 44-17 four minutes into the
third quarter. To their credit, the
Cranford players never stopped fight-
ing. The Cougars slowly chipped away
at the lead eventually pulling to within

16, at 59-43 with just under two min-
utes to play.

Cranford got a bit of a spark from
Speer, who came into the game and
scored seven points and collecting four
rebounds, while matched up against
the Lions’ tall front line players.

“My sister (Isabella) was a big girl
and she always drew the tall players to
guard,” said Speer. “Quickness and
foot speed doesn’t really run in our
family, so I rely on technique and
recognition when I get matched up
against the other team’s taller play-
ers.”

Tyara McQueen added 14 points
and teammate Victoria Jacobs scored
10 points for Roselle Catholic.
VanWhy and Camryn Wichelns led
Cranford with 13 points each.
McCaffery added nine points for the
Cougars.
Roselle Catholic 21 13 14 15 63
Cranford 11   2 11 25 49
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Goods & Services You Need

  

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

USATF ATHLETES OF THE YEAR...On January 20, Josiah Cadet (left) and
Joshua Cadet, (right) were honored by USA Track & Field NJ (USATF-NJ) as
Athletes of the Year. Joshua is the Men’s 17-18 year old Sprint Athlete of the Year
and Josiah is the Men’s 17-18 year old Hurdles Athlete of the Year. Cranford Head
Coach John Schiano is in the middle.

Comet Cagers Strike
Cougar Boys, 52-44

The Hillside High School boys bas-
ketball team broke a tie game wide
open with a 16-8, fourth-quarter run
to defeat the Cranford Cougars, 52-
44, in Cranford on January 16. Steve
Samuels scored 13 points and Boris
Nicolas-Paul scored 11 points for the
Comets.

Brian Waldner led the 2-9 Cougars
with 15 points and Jeremy Ruka put
up 10 points. Anthony Araujo scored
six points, Elijah Arroyo scored five
points and Anders Myhre scored four
points. Matt Fonseca and Matt
Medeiros each scored two points.
Hillside 11 10 15 16 52
Cranford   9 16 11   8 44

Blue Devils Upend
RC Lady Lions, 42-35
The Westfield High School girls

basketball team handed the hosting 8-
2 Roselle Catholic Lions their first in-
state loss with a 42-35 victory on
January 16. Senior Molly Ryan scored
13 points, including trip 3-pointers,
and added three steals, two rebounds
and an assist for the Blue Devils and
senior Grace Elliott sank 10 points
and pulled seven rebounds, while
adding four assists and two steals.

Samantha Stravach scored 12 points
and had five rebounds, two steals and
an assist. Caroline Dwyer had four
points and three rebounds, Lauren
Sgro had three points, six rebounds
and a steal and Faith Dobosiewicz
had three rebounds, two steals and an
assist. Lily Maz had two rebounds
and an assist. Jenissa Encarnacion
had 12 points for the Lions and
Victoria Jacobs scored 10 points.
Westfield 10 13 11   8 42
Roselle Catholic   5 15   8   7 35

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING ON GUARD...Cougar senior Lauren Santarelli, No. 20, prepares to guard against Roselle Catholic Lion Tyara
McQueen, No. 3, who is looking for an opening in the Cranford defense.
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Cardinal Boys Hit 3’s; Down Blue Devils, 64-54
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

ished with 10 points, including a 3-
pointer, and added six rebounds and
two assists. Luke Spellman (8 points)
hit two 3-pointers and pulled seven
rebounds. Sophomore Griffin Rooney
hit a pair of threes and finished with
eight points, three rebounds and an
assist. Dylan Jackson also finished
with eight points, four assists and six
rebounds. Matt Crowley contributed
three points and Mike Kane added
two points and two rebounds.

“We had a lot of defensive lapses.
I felt like whenever they were trying
to go on a scoring run, we just couldn’t
get stops. I made a lot of bad deci-
sions on the offensive end. I turned
the ball over. We didn’t do our stuff
offensively very well. When we try to
make runs, we couldn’t rebound the
ball,” Natiello said.

“I give credit to them. They made a

lot of shots. Obviously a lot more
shots than us. There’s some days when
our shots just don’t fall. I missed a lot
of shots. I let my team down a little
bit. We didn’t come up with the plays
when we needed to in this game,”
McDaniel said.

That synchronization drought
against the Cardinals for the Blue
Devils comes right off the heels of an
impressive 61-54 victory over Eliza-
beth on January 16. Everything was
flowing well for the Blue Devils then.

“We played all four quarters very
well. I think we played defense better
than we usually do. I don’t think we
have a problem scoring on offense but
when we play defense, I feel like we
can shut down a lot of teams and really
get some good wins,” McDaniel said.

“We played all four quarters. Usu-
ally we come out kind of sluggish in
the beginning. I don’t think we did
against them We had energy. I think
we knew what we had to do. We
shared the ball pretty well and we
locked down on defense,” Natiello
added.

Tally sank his first two 3-pointers
early in the first quarter then frequent
fouling sent the Cardinals to the line
where they hit five of six attempts. At
the end of the quarter, the Cardinals
led 15-9. The second quarter won by
the Cardinals, 12-8, was very inter-
esting since all eight of the Blue Dev-

ils’ points came from the free throw
line. By game’s end, the Blue Devils
would finish 13-for-23 from the line.

“They were playing pretty tight
defense the whole game. We made
sure that we would use the back door,
try to get each other open. Unfortu-
nately some of our shots wouldn’t
fall. I would like us to be a little better
from the foul line. I went 0-for-2 at
one point. I think I hit one more but
we need to do better from the foul line
to win close games like this,”
McDaniel stressed.

The third quarter was an 11-11
standoff. Rooney hit the Blue Devils’
first 3-pointer and Natiello sank the
second one. When McDaniel grabbed
an offensive rebound and made the
layup to get the Blue Devils to within
seven points, 33-26, a timeout was
called with 2:34 on the clock. Tally’s
fourth 3-pointer put Plainfield back
up on top by 10.

The fourth quarter turned out to be
an offensive frenzy with each team
banging in the 3-pointers. Spellman
hit the first 3-pointer but Spann an-
swered with one. Tally, Mullings and
Spann each hit a 3-pointer and Rooney
followed with a three, prompting an-
other time out with 3:08 remaining
and Plainfield in the lead, 52-40.

After Spellman, McDaniel and
Natiello each sank a 3-pointer, re-
spectively, within the next two min-
utes, the Cardinals’ lead was cut to
five, 58-53. But fouling was neces-
sary and the Cardinals hit six of eight
from the line to secure victory.

“I thought we lacked toughness on
the boards. That’s one of the things
we need to do. Stop them from getting
second-chance shots. We didn’t do
that and I think that was the reason
why we lost the game,” Natiello as-
sessed.
Plainfield 15 12 11 26 64
Westfield   9   8 11 26 54

Raider Boys Lose to Rahway Cagers, 54-50
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

with Rahway for rebounds and played
equally tough defense. The efforts of
Laylor, in particular, along with front
court mates Justin Guy and Brady
were limiting the Rahway offense to
one shot and out for much of the first
half. Laylor, a senior, had 10 rebounds
to go along with 12 points. But Laylor
exited the game with his fourth foul at
the start of the fourth quarter.

“We definitely rebounded the ball
much better early on in the game com-
pared to late when it mattered most,”
said Siracusa. “Dwight being in foul
trouble did not help but that is not an
excuse to giving up second and third
shots, especially off of free throws. It
comes down to the details and al-
though we were sending five guys to
the glass, some of our guys were not
finding a man and boxing them out.
This lead to Rahway players crashing
the offensive rebounds and getting
many extra chances to score.”

Early on the Raiders got the better
of the action, fueled by an 8-0 run
midway through the second quarter
that helped them turn a 16-16 tie into
a 24-16 lead. Brady and Laylor hit

back-to-back 3-point plays during the
stretch. Brady drained a three from
beyond the arc, while Laylor com-
pleted his 3-point play by scoring
inside and converting a free throw.
Still, the Indians would not go away,
even when trailing by as much as 11
early in the third quarter. It is a sce-
nario the Raiders have seen play out
before against this Rahway team.

“It sounds like a simple answer but
Rahway is a very tough team because
they have tough, hard-nosed play-
ers,” said Siracusa. “Each player goes
all out on every possession, whether it
is playing great defense, diving and
getting the loose balls, or attacking
the offensive glass. If you are not
prepared for the fight they have in
them, it can be a very challenging
team to face. “

Brady led the Raiders with 14
points. Laylor contributed 12, while
Drubulis and Lamont Cruse each
added eight points. The victory im-
proved Rahway’s season mark to 10-
0 and gave them sole possession of
first place in the UCC Valley Confer-
ence. The Raiders fell to 9-1.

“This was a big conference game
but not the final one,” said Siracusa.
“It was a great test and challenge for
both teams, but there is still a lot of
conference and non-conference games
left in the schedule. We will learn
more in this one game than the nine

others beforehand and cannot wait to
improve on those areas we were weak
at tonight. It goes back to our goal of
just trying to get better each and every
day and taking one game at a time. We
have another tough conference game
against Hillside on Thursday and I am
excited to see how our players re-
spond.”
Sc Pl-Fanwood   9 19 12 10 50
Rahway 10   9 18 17 54

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 1/30/18 downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Job Order Contract-ITS Maintenance 2017-North, Maintenance of Intelligent
Transportations Systems, (ITS) Facilities at Various Locations;

Federal Project No: NHP-C00S (814); DP No: 17600
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act

of 1964.  Specifically, the contractor, sub recipient or subcontractor shall not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this contract. The
contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 C.F.R. Part 26 in the award and
administration of DOT-assisted contracts. Failure by the contractor to carry out these
requirements is a material breach of this contract, which may result in the termination of
this contract or such other remedy as the recipient deems appropriate.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com.  You must subscribe to use this service.  To subscribe,
follow the instructions on the web site.  Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access.  The fee schedule is available on the web site.  All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OB-
TAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the following
locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 01/11/18, 01/18/18 and 01/25/18, The Leader Fee: $211.14

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE
PERSON TO PERSON

TRANSFER APPLICATION

Take notice that application has been
made to the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains to transfer to PT LIQ
LIC, LLC, with a yet to be determined
premises, the inactive, plenary retail con-
sumption license, no. 2016-33-004-005,
heretofore issued to World Entertainment
Group, Inc., which is not currently utilized
at a location within Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, to be heard on February 6, 2018.

The persons who will hold an interest in
this license are:

Theodore E. Schiller, 12 Laurie Court,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Perry A. Pittenger, 2 Iverson Court,
Rockaway, New Jersey 07866

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to: Bozena Lacina,
RMC, Township Clerk of the Township of
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

PT, LIQ LIC, LLC
1771 Front Street

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
2 T - 1/18/18 &
1/25/18, The Times Fee: $52.02

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

PERSON TO PERSON AND
PLACE TO PLACE TRANSFER

TAKE NOTICE that an application has
been made to the Municipal Clerk of the
Town of Westfield, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, for a Per-
son-to-Person and Place to Place transfer
to WESTFIELD HOSPITALITY, LLC, in-
tending to trade as Westfield Fish & Brew
Company, for premises located at 76-86
Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey the Ple-
nary Retail Consumption License No. 2020-
33-001-007, heretofore issued to MRY
WESTFIELD LIQUOR, LLC, which holds
the license as a pocket license with no
sited premises.

The person(s) who hold an interest in
this license are:

Andrew J. Calcagno, 256 Canterbury
Road, Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Regina M. Calcagno, 256 Canterbury
Road, Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Objections, if any, should be made in
writing to: Tara Rowley, Municipal Clerk of
the Town of Westfield, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

WESTFIELD HOSPITALITY, LLC
SCOTT N. SILBER, P.C.
special ABC Counsel for

WESTFIELD HOSPITALITY, LLC
524 Maple Avenue

Linwood, New Jersey 08221
2 T - 01/18/18 &
01/25/18, The Leader Fee: $66.30

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 2/6/18, downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Maintenance Structural Steel and Aluminum Repair Contract, North - 2018,
Various Sites Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union and

Warren (Including & North of Route 57) Counties; 100% State; DP No: 18417
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.

127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and

Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,

Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe,
follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 1/18/18, 1/25/18 and 2/1/18, The Leader Fee: $168.30

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-012519-17
FILE NO. 23821-17

NOTICE TO REDEEM

FWDSL & ASSOCIATES L.P.;
PLAINTIFF VS. EMANUAEL
MILLS, ET ALS.;
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: EMANUAEL MILLS; MRS.
EMANUAEL MILLS, WIFE OF
EMANUAEL MILLS; AUDREY BUTLER.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on January 17, 2018, the Superior
Court Fixed March 5, 2018 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
PLAINFIELD, located at 515 WATCHUNG
AVENUE, PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07060 as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 13 BLOCK 238 on the tax duplicate
of PLAINFIELD. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 13-0119 is
$21,134.19, together with interest from
December 29, 2017 and costs of $1,303.11.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 1/25/18, The Leader Fee: $46.92

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 18-01

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE COMPENSATION OF REGULAR
POLICE OFFICERS OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD.

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of
Union, State of New Jersey:

SECTION 1. The following named positions in the Police Department of the Borough
of Garwood shall be entitled to annual salary as hereinafter set forth:

Step Base Year New Contract
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Probation 40,750 41,565 42,396 43,244 44,109 44,991
1 44,000 44,880 45,778 46,693 47,627 48,580
2 49,000 49,980 50,980 51,999 53,039 54,100
3 53,000 54,060 55,141 56,244 57,369 58,516
4 57,462 58,611 59,783 60,979 62,199 63,443
5 63,000 64,260 65,545 66,856 68,193 69,557
6 69,750 71,145 72,568 74,019 75,500 77,010
7 72,566 74,017 75,498 77,008 78,548 80,119
8 78,000 79,560 81,151 82,774 84,430 86,118
9 84,000 85,680 87,394 89,141 90,924 92,743
10 90,580 92,392 94,239 96,124 98,047 100,008

Sergeant 98,068 100,029 102,030 104,071 106,152 108,275
Lieutenant 102,099 104,141 106,224 108,348 110,515 112,726
Captain 106,937 109,076 111,257 113,482 115,752 118,067

SECTION 3. Salaries and wages shall be paid bi-weekly unless otherwise directed by
Resolution by the Council.

SECTION 4. The within salaries shall be retroactive and/or take effect as of January 1,
of the years designated.

SECTION 5. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith shall be and
they are hereby repealed.

SECTION 6. This ordinance shall take effect at the time and in the manner prescribed
by law.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance No. 18-01, was introduced and passed on first
reading at a meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the County
of Union, State of New Jersey, held on the 23rd DAY OF JANUARY 2018, and that
Ordinance No. 18-01, will be taken up for further consideration for final passage at the
meeting of said Borough Council to be held at its meeting room in the Municipal Building,
403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey, on the 13th DAY OF FEBRUARY 2018, at
7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as said matter can be heard, at which time and place all
persons who may be interested therein will be given an opportunity to be heard
concerning the same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 1/25/18, The Leader Fee: $82.62

Panthers Hold Back Cougar Matmen, 33-25
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

first takedown with a head-and-arm
series, a move he would use a few
more times in the bout.

“My coach always tells me to keep
wrestling a full six minutes. He wants
me to wrestle a Panther style, the way
we wrestle in the room, takedown
after takedown. That’s my style of
wrestling. I usually go to put points
on the board. That is what I am look-
ing for the whole match,” Mejia said.

Another of his takedowns was a
fireman’s in attempt to put his oppo-
nent on his back.

“I like to go for a pin from a
fireman’s to his back. That’s my fa-
vorite,” Mejia expressed. “I don’t
really like working on top because I
like getting points on the board [from
takedowns].”

Mejia concluded his arsenal of
takedowns with a slick arm drag.

“I use it in the room. My coach tells
me to use it in a match. I have a tough
time with real good guys but it works
on mostly everyone,” Mejia said.

Mejia’s victory gave the Panthers a
27-22 lead with only three bouts re-
maining, so the pressure was on the
three remaining Cougars, Conor
Halpin (145-lbs), AJ Bencivenga
(152-lbs) and Roper (160-lbs).
Halpin’s bout was scoreless until Pan-
ther Elvin Guerrero escaped in the
third period and added a takedown at
the very end to win, 3-0.

“I lost to Elvin in counties, 3-2, but
Halpin wrestled pretty good against
him. I was hoping to see him
[Guerrero] today but he ended up
going [1]45 and I went [1]52,”
Bencivenga said.

With the team score, 30-22,

Bencivenga needed, at least, a win
but hopefully a pin and he began his
bout with Dylan Camilo with a head-
and-arm walkaround takedown. In
the second period, Bencivenga went
to a fireman’s takedown in an effort to
flip Camilo to his back.

“My left shoulder is hurt right now,
so I kept trying to come leftside to a
dump to get the six points but he kept
fighting off his back. Then I was

trying cradles on top but he kept off
his back,” Bencivenga explained.

Near the end of the bout Bencivenga
gave it one last effort with a step-
through takedown. He may not have
recorded a pin but he did win, 9-5.

“I had almost like an overhook. I

came inside trip down to his back but
I didn’t get the pin. I was trying to get
six so we could win this match but the
team got some good wins. We did
pretty good but it didn’t go in our
favor,” Bencivenga said.

The final bout between Roper and
Crespo was a doozy. Crespo scored
first with a double-leg takedown but
for the remainder of the bout, Roper
tried everything he could to put Crespo

on his back, including multiple Spread
Eagle attempts (basically a spladle
initiated from the top position). But
he did clamp Crespo in a cradle to
take a 3-2 lead at the end of two
periods. Crespo managed to get a
reversal in the third period to earn a 4-
3 victory.

“He did everything he could. He
put in all the top work. He’s done a lot
for us this year. He lost his wrestleoff
in the beginning but he came back,
won his wrestleoff and he’s doing
good for our team right now,”
Bencivenga said of Roper.

“I had my faith in Abel. I knew he
could fight off his back the whole
match. He’s a tough wrestler. He has
good gas. He doesn’t get tired. I knew
that I could count on Abel,” Mejia
said.

“Both teams showed up today. They
ended up winning more of the duels
but we wrestled good. We will bounce
back,” Bencivenga promised.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
170: — Alpaugh-McLean (C) p Garcia 2:07
182: — Hilburn (R) md Blevins 11-3
195: — Budnik (C) md Urban 8-0
220: — Schork (C) d Matthews 5-0
Hwt: — Savino (C) won forfeit
106: — Leo (R) p Gluck 1:14
113: — Fernandez (C) d Antonucci 4-3
120: — Hummel (R) md Kalnins 12-4
126: — Armamento (R) d DiGiovanni 5-1
132: — Montgomery (R) won forfeit
138: — Mejia (R) md Smith 16-6
145: — Guerrero (R) d Halpin 3-0
152: — Bencivenga (C) d Camilo 9-5
160: — Crespo (R) d Roper 4-3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Rob Schork, a junior on the varsity
wrestling team, captured Cranford’s only Union County Tournament individual
title at the 220 lb. weight class. Emily Wilson, a senior on the varsity swim team,
recorded two second place finishes in the 50 and 100 freestyle at the Union County
Championships this past weekend. Her times qualify her for the Meet of Champions.

Raider Cagers Chill
Comets in OT, 48-46
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School boys basketball team got back
on the winning track after a defeat to
Rahway but it took an overtime pe-
riod to chill the Hillside Comets, 48-
46, in Scotch Plains on January 18.
Senior Jack Brady led the 10-1 Raid-
ers with 16 points and Tommy
Drubulis put in 11 points. Lamont
Cruse scored nine points, while Justin
Guy and Dwight Laylor (9 rebounds)
each scored four points.

Steve Samuels led the Comets with
13 points and 10 rebounds, and
Kalleem Lambert bucketed 11 points.
Hillside 10   6 17   8 5 46
Sc Pl-Fnwd   5   7 16 13 7 48

See High School Sport
Shorts on Page 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HAVING A PRODUCTIVE EVENING...Blue Devil Dylan Jackson, No. 1, had a productive evening against the Plainfield
Cardinals on January 18. Jackson scored eight points, had four assists and pulled six rebounds.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING HIM TO THE MAT...Cougar AJ Bencivenga, right, drives Panther
Dylan Camilo to the mat in his 152-lb bout. Bencivenga won his bout, 9-5.
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Buying   •   Selling   •   Mortgage   •   Title   •   Insurance

R E A L T O R S®

These homes are just the beginning of all you’ll find on Weichert.com.

Nancy
Kronheimer

Patricia
“Patty”

O’Connor

CLARK. Stunning End Unit 3 BR, 2 1/2 Bath Townhouse in sought
after Catherine Estates. Unique open floor plan with high ceilings,
curved walls, sun-filled Rooms and 3 levels of living space. Freshly
painted neutral color interior, gleaming hardwood floors and carpeting on top level,
granite kitchen counters and finished lower level with Family Room and office.
Additional features include gas fireplace in LR, 2nd floor laundry, attic storage, rear
private patio, 2 car built-in gar. $579,000.

Sales Associate
of the Month

TOWNHOUSE

CRANFORD. Picturesque 2016 Colonial. Showcasing an open
floorplan with hardwood floors. The First level boasts Formal Living
Room, spacious Dining Room, gourmet Kitchen with island, granite
counter tops and opens to the Family Room with a gas fireplace. Also
a powder room and an office.  The Second level boasts Master en-Suite, 3 additional
Bedrooms and full Bath and laundry closet. Finished Basement with rec room, gym
and full bath. Fenced yard with paver patio. $819,900.

COLONIAL

Amy Levine
Top Sales

Sales Associate
of the Month

Holly
Cohen

Top Lister &
Dollar Volume

Sales Associate
of the Month

Carol DiGraci
Top Units

Sales Associate
of the Month

Nancy
Kronheimer
Top Lister -
November

Blue Devil Icemen Top Raiders;
Advance to UCT Championship

The Union County boys high school
ice hockey tournament final will once
again feature the Westfield Blue Dev-
ils and their rival Summit Hilltoppers.
These two teams have controlled the
Union County hockey scene for many
years and another chapter in the saga
will be written when they battle for
the 2018 crown. Summit has domi-
nated Westfield recently and is a heavy
favorite heading into this year’s cham-
pionship game – Summit is ranked
No. 13 in the state of New Jersey.

Earlier this season the Hilltoppers
beat the Blue Devils, 7-1. Westfield
was anxious to earn a rematch in the
Union County Tournament. Blue Dev-
ils Head Coach Joe Bertucci is pleased
that his squad will get another oppor-
tunity. “Summit is a very good team
again this year,” said Bertucci. He
added, “if we played them ten times,
they might win nine. But we’ll see
what happens in the finals”.

Summit advanced to the champi-
onship game with a convincing 5-0
victory over Governor Livingston in
the semifinal round. Westfield played
a spirited contest against Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SPF) to punch their
ticket to the finals. SPF came into the
semifinal game with only one loss on
the season, they left with their second
as Westfield prevailed, 4-2.

After a first period filled with in-
tensity, face washes, several skaters
being Kronwalled, and injury
timeouts, the game was scoreless. SPF
got on the board early in the second
period but Westfield had a quick an-
swer when senior Tanner Devin, usu-
ally known for his savagery on the
blue line, delivered a power play goal
to tie the score at 1-1. The Blue Devils
would not trail again.

Captain Matt Rittendale, bringing his
own brand of peskiness to the contest,
added two goals. Senior Bryce Dannevig

PALAZZOLLO PIN, FLECK PIN; WUSTEFELD TECH FALL

Panthers Beat Raiders, 44-23,
For 1,000th Career Mat Win

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One of just four! A jam-packed
gym filled with exuberant fans and
outstanding Panther wrestlers of yore,
even from the 1940s, witnessed their
Roselle Park High School wrestling
team achieve what just three other
high school wrestling teams in the
United States had achieved. The Pan-
thers took on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SPF) Raiders in the Roselle
Park gym and came up with a 44-23
victory to earn the program’s 1,000th
career win. The match was originally
scheduled to be contested at SPF but
due to the importance of the event the
Raiders agreed to shift it to Panther
Territory.

Before the Panthers could seek No.
1,000, however, they had to get past
Cranford two days earlier. And did
with a 33-25 victory.

“It’s hard to put a milestone like
this out of your mind and say mid
January let’s just wrestle but that was
the idea. We knew going into Wednes-
day, how important it was to win that
match to get it back home. We used
the county tournament as fuel to help

us to stay motivated to beat Cranford.
I think more so, getting the win over
Cranford was important just to help
us get here. After that, it was business
as usual,” Panther Head Coach Ryan
Rooney said.

But the outcome went down to the
final bout between Cougar Kyell
Roper and Panther Abel Crespo.
Roper, who needed a pin for the Cou-
gars to win, attempted several Spread
Eagles but did manage to get three-
points with a cradle but Crespo held
up an pulled out a 4-3 victory to give
the Panthers win No. 999.

“Crespo was very close but he’s got
heart. There was no way he was fold-
ing there. With that said, it wasn’t just
Crespo that won it. It was a total team
effort,” Coach Rooney pointed out.

“You definitely want to be a spoiler,
do the best you can. We had some kids
hurt but being a part of something this
monumental, only the fourth team to
have a thousand wins, that’s huge for
our sport. It comes down to what’s
best for the sport. This is a great
thing,” Raider Coach John Scholz
expressed.

The 9-4 Raiders won four bouts

and their first came in the fourth bout
of the evening at 170-lbs when Nick
Palazzollo recorded six takedowns,
which included a few duck unders,
some single-leg trips and a spin be-
hind, before pinning Jefferson Garcia
with a cradle in 5:26.

“I was looking for a sweep. I’ve
been drilling with Zach Fleischman in
the room with a lot of good bottom
work. I worked a couple of snatches,
a couple of high crotches I had to
cradle him,” Palazzollo explained.

Palazzollo only experienced the
bottom position for a few seconds
since he immediately escaped Garcia
at the beginning of the third period.

“The classic standup! Get the knee
out, peel the hands go right back to
work,” Palazzollo answered.

The opening bout at 145-lbs had
Panther Dylan Camilo working five
takedowns to claim an 11-3, majority
decision over Tim Roden. At 152-lbs,
Panther Elvin Guerrero recorded a
single-leg takedown, an escape and
added a third period takedown to top
Mike Ramos, 5-0. The 160-lb bout
was very close but Panther Abel

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

also lit the lamp, showing off his sweet
mitts with a pretty backhander.

Other Blue Devils who played
tougher than 40 grit sandpaper in the
tilt included Alex Park, Matt Cetlin
and Sean Biglin. Even the Westfield
candidate for the Lady Byng Trophy,
John Humiston, was in on the grind-
ing of the contest.

Westfield assists were provided by
players old (senior Kenneth Meyer
had 2) and young (sophomore sensa-
tions Will Gamba, Dylan Howard, and
Trevor Tanella). Junior goalie CJ Duffy
recorded 12 saves to earn the win.

Follow the WHS boys varsity ice
hockey team on Twitter
(@westfieldpuck) for an informative
and entertaining take on the season’s
activities. Fans can also visit the team
website (westfieldicehockey.net) to
see the schedule of upcoming games.
Come on out and support the WHS
boys varsity ice hockey team!

Photo courtesy of James Finver

UNION COUNTY TOURNAMENT CHAMPS...The Westfield Blue Devil icemen stunned the top-seeded Summit Hilltoppers,
3-2, at Warinanco Rink in Roselle to claim the Union County Tournament Championship. See short story on next page.

Blue Devil Icemen Stun Summit for UCT Title
See short story on championship game with Summit on next page

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING FOR THE SWITCH...Raider Zach Fleischman, left, attempts a switch reversal near the outside circle in his 160-
lb bout with Panther Abel Crespo. In a very tight bout, Crespo pulled out a 3-1 victory.

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Rainone Coughlin
Minchello, One Woodbridge Center
Drive, Suite 515, Woodbridge, New Jer-
sey 07095

SERVICES: Township Labor Relations
Attorney

TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2018
DATE: January 2, 2018

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/25/18, Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: DiFrancesco,
Bateman, Kunzman, Davis, Lehrer and
Flaum, 15 Mountain Boulevard, War-
ren, New Jersey 07059

SERVICES: Township Tax Appeal At-
torney

TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2018
DATE: January 2, 2018

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/25/18, Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Suplee Clooney &
Co., 308 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090-2122

SERVICES: Township Auditor
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2018
DATE: January 2, 2018

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/25/18, Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Harbor Consultants,
Inc., 320 North Avenue East, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016

SERVICES: Affordable Housing Plan-
ner

TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2018
DATE: January 2, 2018

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/25/18, Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Pinnacle Risk Solu-
tions, 82 Bloomfield Avenue, Pine
Brook, New Jersey 07058

SERVICES: Risk Manager/Consultant
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2018
DATE: January 2, 2018

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/25/18, Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: DiFrancesco,
Bateman, Kunzman, Davis, Lehrer and
Flaum, 15 Mountain Boulevard, War-
ren, New Jersey 07059

SERVICES: Township Attorney
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2018
DATE: January 2, 2018

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/25/18, Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Mott MacDonald, 111
Wood Avenue South, Iselin, New Jer-
sey 08830-4112

SERVICES: Township Engineer
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2018
DATE: January 2, 2018

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/25/18, Times Fee: $16.83PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: DiFrancesco,
Bateman, Kunzman, Davis, Lehrer and
Flaum, 15 Mountain Boulevard, War-
ren, New Jersey 07059

SERVICES: Redevelopment Attorney
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2018
DATE: January 2, 2018

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/25/18, Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Rogut McCarthy LLC,
37 Alden Avenue, Cranford, New Jer-
sey 07016

SERVICES: Bond Counsel
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2018
DATE: January 2, 2018

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/25/18, Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: DiFrancesco,
Bateman, Kunzman, Davis, Lehrer and
Flaum, 15 Mountain Boulevard, War-
ren, New Jersey 07059

SERVICES: Prosecutor
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2018
DATE: January 2, 2018

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/25/18, Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Mr. Gavin
Handwerker, Esq., 721 Scotch Plains
Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090

SERVICES: Public Defender
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2018
DATE: January 2, 2018

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/25/18, Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Harbor Consultants,
Inc., 320 North Avenue East, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016

SERVICES: Township Planner
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2018
DATE: January 2, 2018

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/25/18, Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Palumbo, Renaud &
DeAppolonio, LLC, 190 North Avenue
East, Cranford, New Jersey 07016

SERVICES: Affordable Housing Attor-
ney

TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2018
DATE: January 2, 2018

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/25/18, Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 16th of January
2018, and that said Ordinance will be con-
sidered for final adoption at a meeting of
the said Township Council to be held in the
Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue, on
the 20th day of February 2018 at 7:00 p.m.,
at which time and place a public hearing
will be held prior to final passage of said
Ordinance and all interested persons will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning the same. Copies of said Ordi-
nance can be obtained from the Township
Clerk’s Office at any time prior to final
adoption at no cost to any member of the
general public who requests same.

ORDINANCE  2018-1

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
§ 23-7 (SIGNS) IN CHAPTER
XXIII (ZONING) OF THE RE-
VISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS TO RE-
VISE SIGN DEFINITIONS AND
REGULATIONS.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/25/18, The Times Fee: $29.07

Crespo got a third period takedsown
to edge Zach Fleischman, 3-1, to give
Roselle Park a 10-0 lead heading into
Palazzollo’s bout.

Raider Alex Oslislo was tied 2-2
after two periods in his 182-lb bout
but Devin Hilburn recorded an es-
cape and a takedown to eventually
win 5-3. The 195-lb bout was all
Raiders as Sam Wustefeld, ranked
No. 1 in the state, finally got an op-
portunity to face an opponent.
Wustefeld went the takedown route
to rout Ryan Urban via 20-5, techni-
cal fall in 2:29.

“I wanted to go out there and score
a lot of points. I hit a lot of snaps and
go behinds [takedowns]. I tried to
dominate with hand fighting. I was
able to hit a duck to a double-leg
[takedown]. I tried an arm bar but he
was flailing around. I was able to get
back points with a tilt, a hammerlock,
claw,” Wustefeld explained.

“He teched the kid. You know with
Roselle Park, they don’t go over easy.
All the years I have been wrestling
against these guys they are the hard-
est to turn over,” Coach Scholz said.

As to his feelings about being in-

volved in such a match of this magni-
tude, Wustefeld said, “I think it’s pretty
amazing that they got their 1,000th
win. I am happy that they threw a guy
out to me. I am happy to be a part of
it,” Wustefeld said.

“It’s good for the program,”
Palazzollo added. “I am happy they
got to do it in their own home sta-
dium. I hope maybe Scotch Plains
gets to do that one day.”

Raider Bobby Mount received a
forfeit at 220-lbs then Panther Sean
Matthews jumped up to 285-lbs and
managed to counter a headlock to nip
Walter Thomas, 3-1. Panther Gabe
Leo turned Kyle Rigney to his back
with a half nelson in 1:01 at 106-lbs
then the Raiders got their final vic-
tory when Mike Fleck clamped Anto-
nio Antonucci in 2:28 with a cradle at
113-lbs.

With the team score 23-22 Raiders,
Panther Eddie Hummel showcased
his skills with a tight waist tilt and a
double grapevine nearfall before pin-
ning Kyle Robinson with a half nelson
in 3:47 at 120-lbs.

“Hummel is a great freshman to
have on the team. When you slide

somebody in the lineup, everybody
has to bump. It gives us a lot of
options. He will go anywhere we ask
him. We need it! We are a Group 1
school, 600 kids. You need that op-
portunity. The program is above us
all,” Coach Rooney said.

Panther Matt Armamento also went
the takedown route, tallying nine of
various types to claim a 19-7, major-
ity decision over Jeremy Lenart at
126-lbs. At 132-lbs, Panther Mark
Montgomery chalked up seven
takedowns before pinning Jacob
Perone with a cradle in 4:28 then
Panther Jon Mejia began his 138-lb
bout with a five-point fireman-to-back
takedown and added another one to
clamp Mateo Velez in a cradle in 1:30

“Tonight they just wanted to come
out there and take care of business.
Takedowns! We put a lot of focus on
that. They are working what we are
teaching. We are not even peaking
yet. We want to get a section title. We
want to get a group title if we can,”
Coach Rooney expressed.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
145: — Camilo (R) md Roden 11-3
152: — Guerrero (R) d Ramos 5-0
160: — Crespo (R) d Fleischman 3-1
170: — Palazzollo (S) p Garcia 5:22
182: — Hilburn (R) d Oslislo 5-3
195: — Wustefeld (S) tf Urban 20-5,
2:19
220: — Mount (S) won forfeit
Hwt: — Matthews (R) d Thomas 3-1
106: — Leo (R) p Rigney 1:01
113: — Fleck (S) p Antonucci 2:28
120: — Hummel (R) p Robinson 3:47
126: — Armamento (R) md Lenart 19-7
132: — Montgomery (R) p Perone 4:28
138: — Mejia (R) p Velez 1:30

It was not quite a “Miracle on Ice”,
but certainly an upset at Warinanco
Rink in Roselle. The Westfield Blue
Devils defeated their rival Summit
Hilltoppers in the 2018 Union County
boys high school ice hockey tourna-
ment final. Westfield entered the game
as a heavy underdog in this year’s
championship game – Summit is
ranked 13th in the state of New Jersey
and earlier this season the Hilltoppers
beat the Blue Devils, 7-1.

The contest was held before a rau-
cous and equally divided crowd at
Warinanco Park in Roselle. The Blue
Devils were outshot 34-23 in the tilt
but the only statistic that mattered, the
final score of 3-2, favored Westfield.

Junior goalie and alternate captain
Christopher “CJ” Duffy was named
the tournament MVP for his outstand-
ing work between the pipes. Through-
out the game the Blue Devils contin-
ued to battle back against the
Hilltoppers. Senior captain Matt
Rittendale scored an impressive goal
from an improbable position on the
ice to tie the score at 1-1 in the second
period. Kenneth Meyer, a senior and
alternate captain, scored Westfield’s
second goal in the third and once

Photo courtesy of James Finver

ON THE MOVE...Blue Devil Tanner Devin delivered a power play goal in the
UCT victory over Scotch Plains-Fanwood. The Blue Devils then faced Summit for
the UCT crown and pulled out a stunning 3-2 victory.

DUFFY NAMED TOURNAMENT MOST VALUABLE PLAYER

Blue Devil Icemen Stun Summit
For Union County Tourney Title

again the score was tied, at 2-2.
Late in the third period sophomore

Trevor Tanella (exiting the penalty
box) received a perfectly executed
tape-to-tape pass from senior Andrew
Johnson-Milstein. Tanella was able

to beat the Summit goalie for the final
margin of 3-2.

It was the first UCT cup for
Westfield since 2013 and their sec-
ond overall. Summit has won the UCT
cup six times.

Devilfish Come Up Strong
At TYR Winterfest Invit’l

The Westfield Area Y Devilfish swim
team sent 40 qualifying 12U athletes
to compete at the TYR Winterfest In-
vitational, held at Rutgers University
on January 6-7 and earned first place
in four events: Emily Constable (50-
breast), Clare Logan (200-free), Chris-
tian Tedesco (200-breast) and the 11/
12 Girls Medley Relay team of Lauren
Lane, Emily Constable, Emily Gao
and Clare Logan.

TOP 16 HONORS:
Emily Constable (1st 50-breast, 3rd

200-breast, 4th 100-breast, 10th 50-
free, 14th 200IM), Ted Crall (11th
50-fly, 14th 50-back), Will Crall (4th
100-breast, 6th 100-free, 7th 50-free
and 100IM, 9th 200IM) Emily Gao
(5th 200IM, 8th 200-breast, 9th 500-
free, 13th 200-free and 50-fly, 16th
50-breast), Colin Kavanagh (2nd 100-
breast, 3rd 200-breast, 5th 100-back,
8th 500-free, 10th 50-free), Lauren
Lane (4th 200IM, 6th 100IM, 7th

500-free, 8th 200-free, 10th 100-free,
14th 50-free).

Clare Logan 1st 200-free, 2nd 50-
free, 3rd 100IM, 4th 100-fack),
Brooke McAndrew (16th 200-free),
Jacqueline Moser (12th 200IM),
Catherine Ritter (14th 50-back), Lo-
gan Swenson (4th 50-free, 7th 50-
back, 10th 100-free, 11th 100IM, 14th
50-fly), Christian Tedesco (1st 200-
breast, 3rd 200IM, 4th 100IM, 5th
200-free, 7th 500-free).

Relays that medaled: 1st place girls
11/12 200-medley relay (Lauren Lane,
Emily Constable, Emily Gao, Clare
Logan), 2nd place girls 10U 200-
medley relay (Brooke McAndrew,
Jacqueline Moser, Emelia Dengler,
Catherine Ritter), 3rd place boys 10U
free relay (Logan Swenson, Ted Crall,
Michael Fisher, Tyler Kimmelman),
3rd place boys 11/12 free relay (Colin
Kavanagh, Will Crall, Danny
McGann, Christian Tedesco).

High School Sport Shorts:

GL Cagers Startle
Cougar Boys, 56-47

Trailing 42-38, the Governor
Livingston High School boys basket-
ball team went on an 18-5 fourth-
quarter run to defeat the visiting
Cranford Cougars, 56-47, on January
18. Matt Schuman led the Highland-
ers with 15 points and 15 rebounds,
while Tyler McCullough and Dylan
Defronzo each netted nine points.

Hunter Goff and Anders Myhre each
scored nine points for the Cougars.
Cole Blazek, Kevin Easse, Matt Fonseca
and Jeremy Ruka scored five points
apiece. Elijah Arroyo netted four points,
Brian Waldner sank three points and
Anthony Araujo had two points.
Cranford   7 18 17   5 47
Gov Livingston   7 13 18 18 56

Blue Devils Top Linden, Fall
To Del Val, W. Morris, Kittatinny

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team lost to Delaware Valley,
46-25, Kittatinny, 56-19, and West
Morris, 50-17, in a quad match at
Kittatinny on January 20. On January
17, the Blue Devil matmen did get the
best of the Linden Tigers, 48-21, in
Linden. Blue Devil CJ Composto was
the only Blue Devil to win all four of
his bouts. Luke Hoerle was very close
to winning all of his bouts but dropped
a 3-1 sudden victory bout against
West Morris.

In the Delaware Valley match,
Composto pinned CJ Heaps in 3:56 at
113-lbs. At 120-lbs, Hoerle won by
15-3 majority decision over Corey
Crater. Luke Scanlan decisioned An-
thony DeRosa, 5-3, at 145-lbs. Jor-
dan Simpson pinned Nick Ferri in
1:26 at 152-lbs, Isaiah Reese claimed
a 6-5 decision over Joe Desapio at
160-lbs and Brendan Loder grabbed
an 8-3 decision over Brandon Helper
at 195-lbs.

Against Kittatinny, Composto won
an 11-3, majority decision over Nile
Mattar at 113-lbs. At 120-lbs, Hoerle
defeated Mike Nelson, 9-2. Quinn
Gimblette pinned Davin DeGroat in
34 seconds at 126-lbs. Matt Dente
pinned Jack Crawn in 2L38 at 220-
lbs.

Against West Morris, Composto
seized a 17-2, technical fall in 5:05
over Rob Bohr at 106-lbs. Hoerle’s 3-
1 sudden victory setback was to Mike
Caso at 113-lbs. Reese defeated Jack

Lyden, 3-0, at 160-lbs. Loder won by
forfeit at 195-lbs and Dente claimed a
9-3 decision over Adrian Hefner at
220-lbs. Blue Devil Mike Price
dropped a close 4-3 decision to Jon
Vazquez at 138-lbs.

Composto pinned Gabe Rameriz in
1:16 at 113-lbs in his bout against
Linden. Hoerle received a forfeit at
120-lbs and Jeremy Silber topped John
Ojeda, 3-2, at 126-lbs. Price pinned
Aldo Angeles in 3:26 at 138-lbs,
Scanlan beat Ken Rosenbaum, 9-6, at
145-lbs and Simpson pinned Kerlin
Jerome in 3:48 at 152-lbs. Reese
pinned Kevin Hodge in 3:05 at 160-
lbs, Loder beat Sebastian Morales, 6-
3, at 195-lbs and Dente won a 12-2,
majority decision over Dan Valente at
220-lbs.

Cougar Matmen Top
Brearley, Garfield

The Cranford High School wres-
tling team upped it record to 8-3 with
a 53-8 victory over the Brearley Bears
and a 51-14 win over Garfield on
January 20. The Bears’ only wins
came from Pat Phillips with a techni-
cal fall at 106-lbs and a decision by
Frank Silva at 120-lbs. Jimmy Gluck
won an 11-2, majority decision over
Rebecca Pizuto at 113-lbs, Conor
Halpin won a 10-0, majority decision
over Pat Michado at 138-lbs and Dean
Smith won by 9-4 decision over Nick
Stampoulis at 132-lbs.

Luke DiGiovanni (126), AJ
Bencivenga (145), Kyell Roper (152)
and Max Nock (160) recorded pins.
Justin Alpaugh-McLean (170), Zach
Blevins (182) and Dylan Budnik (195)
all received forfeits.

Against Garfield, there were four
very close bouts with Blevins edging
Charles Davis, 2-1, at 195-lbs, Budnik
nipping Mike Filieri, 2-1, at 220-lbs,
Rob Schork defeating Mike Alfonso,
7-5, at 285-lbs and Halpin losing to
Luis Gomez, 4-2, at 138-lbs. Dan
Swanson received a forfeit at 170-
lbs. Gluck (106), Will Fernandez
(113), DiGiovanni (126), Bencivenga
(145) and Nock (160) won by pin.

Raider Matmen Beat
So. Brunswick, 42-30
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School wrestling team upped its record
to 9-3 with a 42-30 triumph over
hosting South Brunswick on January
17. The Raiders won eight of the 14
bouts, four by pin, two by forfeit and
two by decision.

Sam Wustefeld pinned Zack
Racanati in 1:30 at 220-lbs, Nick
Palazzollo pinned Nick Jairdillo in
5:55 at 170-lbs, Mike Fleck pinned
Adrian Gaspar in 2:24 at 113-lbs and
Jeremy Lenart pinned Mike Chiotis
in 2:45 at 126-lbs. Zack Zimmerman
siezed a 6-1 sudden victory over Gus
Palacio at 195-lbs and Mike Ramos
beat Brandon Brown, 12-5, at 160-
lbs. Jack Cannon (145-lbs) and Alex
Oslislo (182-lbs) won by forfeit.

Lady Raiders Defeat
Summit Cagers, 55-45
Nya Downing rolled in 16 points

and yanked down 10 reounds, while
Brianna O’Brien netted 14 points,
which included eight free throws, and
added three steals to lead the 9-3
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls basketball team to a 55-45 tri-
umph over Summit in Scotch Plains
on January 18. Corrinne Lyght netted
11 points and added five rebounds,
three steals and three assists. Abbe-
Gayle Burton had eight points and
five rebounds. Stefanie DeVizio had
seven assists, four points and two
steals. Eboni Davis scored two points
and had two rebounds.

Christina Richson scored 15 points
for the Hilltoppers, while Micaela
Nardino scored eight points and Grace
Keegan scored seven points.
Summit 13 11   8 13 45
Sc Pl-Fanwood 10 16 12 17 55

Blue Devil Boys Top
Minutemen, 61-54

Matt Crowley put in 17 points, in-
cluding a 3-pointer, and Adam
McDaniel pumped in 15 points, in-
cluding three 3-pointers, to lead the
Westfield High School boys basket-
ball team past Elizabeth in Westfield
on January 16. Griffin Rooney netted
12 points, including a pair of 3-point-
ers, Mark Natiello had 10 points with
a pair of threes, Luke Spellman nailed
a 3-pointer and Tommy McGuire
scored two points. Abdul Dempsey
scored 17 points for the Minutemen
and Clarence Wilkins scored 10
points.
Elizabeth 15 13 11 15 54
Westfield 19 12 14 16 61Raider Keglers Rout

Rahway Indians, 7-0
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School bowling team won all three
games to shut out the Rahway Indi-
ans, 7-0, on January 17. Dan Gambor
had the high series of 576 with games
of 216, 184 and 176. Ben Fox had a
570 total with a 153, 192 and a high
game of 225. Mike Bonnell had games
of 186, 168 and 199 for a 553 total.
LeeDar Sneer rolled games of 127,
203 and 205 for a 535 total and Dave
Chango rolled a 193, 165 and a 151
for a 509 total.

Probitas Verus Honos

Blue Devils Shut Out
Elizabeth Bowlers

The Westfield High School bowl-
ing team improved to 7-4 with a 7-0
shutout of the Elizabeth Minutemen
on January 17. Will Shepard had the
high series of 636 with a 176, 216 and
a high game of 244. Jason Glickstein
rolled a 184, 214 and 223 for a 621
series. Dylan Kurstedt rolled a 191,
157 and 213 for a 561 series. Jake
Varakian had games of 193, 181 and
161 for a 535 total. Trey Rabinowitz
rolled games of 169 and 151, and
Jonathan Silva rolled a 225.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING FOR THE TAKEDOWN...Roselle Park Panther Elvin Guerrero, left, goes for a takedown on Raider Mike Ramos
in the 152-lb bout. Guerrero got a pair of takedowns and went on to win 5-0.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17005247

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-019848-16

Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON
VS.
Defendant: IRIS RIOS
Sale Date: 02/21/2018
Writ of Execution: 11/01/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Thirty-Eight Thousand Forty-Five and 40/100***
$538,045.40.

All that certain land and premises situate, lying
and being in the Township of Scotch Plains,
County of Union, and State of New Jersey.

Street: 2284 North Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076.

Nearest Cross Street: Hetheld Avenue.
Tax Lot and Block No: Lot: 6, Block: 8201.
Dimensions (approx): 50 x 176 x 50 x 175.
Prior Mortgage/Liens Not Extinguished By The

Sale Are: 1. Delinquent taxes and/or tax liens.
As the above description does not constitute a

full legal description, said full legal description is
annexed to that certain deed recorded in the
Office of the Clerk of Union County in Deed Book
5601, Page 340, et seq., New Jersey, and the
Writ of Execution on file with the Sheriff of Union
County.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Fifty-One Thou-
sand Two Hundred Nine and 90/100***
$551,209.90 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to unpaid taxes and as-
sessments, tax, water, and sewer liens, and
other municipal assessments, if any. The amount
due can be obtained from the local taxing author-
ity pursuant to NJSA 46:813-21 this sale may be
also subject to limited lien priority of any condo-
minium/homeowner association liens which may
exist. Any set of fact which an accurate survey
would disclose; any restrictions or covenants on
record which run with the land; rights of the
United States of America, if any, any occupants
or persons in possession of the property, if any
additional municipal charges, liens, taxes or tax
sale certificates and insurance, if any.

A deposit of 20% of the bid price in certified
funds is required at the time of sale.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
MATTLEMAN, WEINROTH & MILLER
401 RT 70 EAST
SUITE 100
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(856) 429-5507
4 T - 01/25, 02/01, 02/08
& 02/15/18 Fee: $210.12

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17005099

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-017376-16

Plaintiff: MTGLQ INVESTORS L.P.
VS.
Defendant: ALLEN J. WALKER; LAURA

WALKER; MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGIS-
TRATION SYSTEMS INC AS NOMINEE FOR
COUNTRYWIDE BANK NA; AMALGAMATED
BANK

Sale Date: 02/07/2018
Writ of Execution: 10/19/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Thirty-Six Thousand Five Hundred Sixteen and
01/100*** $236,516.01.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 2540 MOUNTAIN AV-
ENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

Tax LOTS, BLOCK 4501.
Dimensions of Lot: 000.205 AC.
Nearest Cross Street: ACACIA ROAD.
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Forty-Two Thou-

sand Five Hundred Three and 78/100***
$242,503.78 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 01/11, 01/18, 01/25
& 02/01/18 Fee: $181.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17005066

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-038993-15

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR LONG
BEACH MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST 2006-4

VS.
Defendant: JOHN DUMONT, HIS HEIRS,

DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES, AND HIS/HER, THEIR, OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; MORRIS DUMONT, III; DEBRA
FELA; ROBERT THOMPSON, HIS HEIRS, DE-
VISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES, AND HIS/HER, THEIR, OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; PAMELA AGUILAR; JEANETTE
THOMPSON; PALISADES COLLECTION LLC;
MIDLAND FUNDING LLC; STANLEY J. FELA,
JR.; SUMMIT MEDICAL GROUP; PRENTISS E.
THOMPSON; TIMOTHY R. DOHM; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; NORTH FORK BANK, SUC-
CESSOR TO TRUST COMPANY OF NEW JER-
SEY; CARL MERCURIO, M.D.; OBSESSIONS
NITECLUB; HIGH POINT INSURANCE COM-
PANY; UNION NURSING HOME D/B/A SOUTH
MOUNTAIN HEALTHCARE AND REHAB CEN-
TER; VERONICA SAWIS; FORD MOTOR
CREDIT COMPANY LLC D/B/A LINCOLN AU-
TOMOTIVE FINANCIAL; UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

Sale Date: 01/31/2018
Writ of Execution: 10/04/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Forty-
Eight Thousand Nine Hundred Forty-Eight and
34/100*** $648,948.34.

MUNICIPALITY: Township of Scotch Plains.
COUNTY AND STATE: County of Union, State

of New Jersey.
STREET AND STREET NUMBER: 372

Ridgeview Avenue.
TAX LOT AND BLOCK NUMBERS: Lot: 7;

Block: 2602.
DIMENSIONS: Approximately: 50 X 125.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Cook Avenue.
Beginning at a point being the intersection of

the Southerly sideline of Lyde Place with the
Westerly sideline of Ridgeview Avenue as said
streets are now laid out and monumented; run-
ning thence

Pursuant to a tax search of QTR - 02/01: $2,
252.14 Open, Qtr 2 - 05/01: $ 2, 252.14 Open;
Water Account: Private - NJ American WaterCo.
131 Woodcrest Road Cherry Hill, New Jersey
08034; Sewer Account #: Scotch Plains Town-
ship 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jer-
sey 07076 07/01/2017 - 12/31/2017 $129.69
Open Plus Penalty.

Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Ninety-One Thou-
sand One Hundred Twenty and 43/100***
$691,120.43 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRENKEL LAMBERT WEISS WEISMAN &
GORDON, LLP
80 MAIN STREET
SUITE 460
WEST ORANGE NEW JERSEY 07052
(973) 325-8800
4 T - 01/04, 01/11, 01/18
& 01/25/18 Fee: $244.80

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17005038

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-009769-14

Plaintiff: HUDSON CITY SAVINGS BANK
VS.
Defendant: ANDRE WIGGINS; SHEILA

WIGGINS; BANK OF AMERICA, NA
Sale Date: 01/31/2018
Writ of Execution: 09/15/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Forty-Three Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty-Nine
and 91/100*** $743,859.91.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 5.02, Block 6303.
Commonly known as 812 Cleveland Avenue,

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076-2022.
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately) 90

x 62 x 90 x 62.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the South

side of Cleveland Avenue, near the East side of
Smith Street.

Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Twenty-Six
Thousand Seven Hundred Forty-Four and 21/
100*** $826,744.21 together with lawful interest
and costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 01/04, 01/11, 01/18
& 01/25/18 Fee: $179.52

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17005103

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008787-17

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC
VS.
Defendant: PORTIA HOOD-MARSHALL;

SOUTHWYCK CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION,
INC.; AND MEDICAL DIAGNOSTIC ASSOCI-
ATES, P.A.

Sale Date: 02/07/2018
Writ of Execution: 10/04/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Forty-Nine Thousand Five Hundred Ninety-Two
and 91/100*** $549,592.91.

Commonly known as address: 19 Burnham
Court, Unit No. B-19, Building B-1421, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Municipality: Township of Scotch Plains.
Lot and Block: Lot 3 (fka Lot 5), Qualifier

CB019 (fka Qualifier CB 19), Block 13701.16 (fka
Block 13601).

Approximate dimensions: Condominium.
Nearest cross street: Carriage Drive.
Subject to priority condo lien pursuant to NJSA

46:8B-21 et seq. This sale may be subject to a
limited lien priority of the condo association. Any
successful bidder at sheriff’s sale may be re-
sponsible for paying up to 6 months worth of
unpaid condo fees.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Sixty-Six Thou-
sand Seven Hundred Ninety-Eight and 36/100***
$566,798.36 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC
(Formerly BUCKLEY MADOLE, P.C.)
99 WOOD AVENUE SOUTH
SUITE 803
ISELIN NEW JERSEY 08830
(732) 902-5399
4 T - 01/11, 01/18, 01/25
& 02/01/18 Fee: $177.48

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17005160

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-022975-16

Plaintiff: CITIBANK, NA., NOT IN ITS INDI-
VIDUAL CAPACITY, BUT SOLELY AS
TRUSTEE OF NRZ PASS-THROUGH TRUST
VI

VS.
Defendant: GEORGE V. COOK, JR.; VIVIAN

M. COOK; STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 02/14/2018
Writ of Execution: 08/31/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Sixty-Five Thousand One Hundred Thirty-Six
and 78/100*** $565,136.78.

Property to be sold is located in the Township
of Westfield, County of Union and State of New
Jersey.

Commonly known as: 615 Maye Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Tax Lot(s): 14 fka 15, in Block: 2301 fka 309.
Dimensions (Approximately): 114 x 50.
Nearest Cross Street: Harrison Avenue.
Indicate lien information, if any, to be adver-

tised pursuant to the Supreme Court decision of
10/28/99 - Summit Bank vs. Dennis Thiel (A-58-
98).

Tax Sale Certificate Cert. No: 16-00010
Sold To: Twr as Cst for EbuiyFund2NJLLC
Amount: $203.04
Dated: December 21, 2016
Recorded: January 17, 2017
Book: M14220
Page: 161
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Eighty Thou-

sand Eight Hundred Seventy-Eight and 94/100***
$580,878.94 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRIEDMAN VARTOLO LLP
85 BROAD STREET
NEW YORK NEW YORK 10004
(212) 471-5100
4 T - 01/18, 01/25, 02/01
& 02/08/18 Fee: $183.60

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17005231

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-001522-17

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION AS LEGAL TITLE TRUSTEE FOR
TRUMAN 2016 SC6 TITLE TRUST

VS.
Defendant: KRZYSZTOF CIARCZYNSKI;

EWA CIARCZYNSKI, HUSBAND AND WIFE;
AND MIDLAND FUNDING LLC

Sale Date: 02/21/2018
Writ of Execution: 10/11/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
One Thousand One Hundred Ninety-Seven and
41/100*** $301,197.41.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Clark, County of Union, in the State
of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 169
Lexington Boulevard, Clark, New Jersey 07066.

TAX LOT 80, BLOCK 63.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 100 x 219.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Franklin Place.
*Taxes - Current;
* Sewer - Due in the approximate amount of

$289.28 plus penalty;
*Water - Private account; verification of same

prohibited without authorization of record prop-
erty owner;

*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and
sewer plus interest through date of payoff.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Nine Thou-
sand Nine Hundred Fifty-Six and 17/100***
$309,956.17 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
ROMANO GARUBO & ARGENTIERI COUNSE-
LORS AT LAW LLC
52 NEWTON AVENUE
P.O. BOX 456
WOODBURY NEW JERSEY 08096
(856) 384-1515
4 T - 01/25, 02/01, 02/08
& 02/15/18 Fee: $181.56

CLASSIFIEDS

FRESH START...The camaraderie of a Westfield Area YMCA group exercise
class is just one way to kick start one’s New Year’s resolutions. For complete
information about Westfield Area YMCA programs, visit westfieldynj.org.

WESTFIELD
Friday, January 12, Carlos E. Mo-

rales, 39, of Fairview was arrested at
the Bergen County jail on a traffic
warrant from Westfield with $500
bail. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
after posting bail.

Friday, January 12, Steven N.
Farrell, 27, of Flushing, N.Y., was
arrested and charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop in the area of East Broad
Street and Harrison Avenue. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released with a com-
plaint-summons.

Saturday, January 13, a resident of
Elizabeth responded to police head-
quarters to report that her credit card
was fraudulently used at a store on
North Avenue West. The amount
charged was $362.31.

Sunday, January 14, Vincent C.
Harley, 50, of Plainfield was arrested
on a no-bail Union County Sheriff’s
Office warrant and a charge of hin-
dering apprehension pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop in the area of South
Avenue and Crossway Place. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and turned over to the
Union County jail.

Monday, January 15, Corey
Jennings, 20, of Irvington was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of a Controlled Dangerous Substance
(CDS)/less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of Lamberts
Mill Road and New England Drive.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released on a complaint-summons.

Monday, January 15, a resident of
the 800 block of Fairacres Avenue
responded to police headquarters to
report being the victim of fraud. The
victim stated that one or more un-
known suspects attempted to cash a
fraudulent check in the amount of
$4,200 on December 9, 2017, utiliz-
ing the victim’s bank account infor-
mation.

CRANFORD
Wednesday, January 10, Vasilios

Elzahr, 39, of Elizabeth was arrested
on charges of possession of a Con-
trolled Dangerous Substance (CDS)
and possession of paraphernalia after
a 2016 Ford was stopped at the inter-
section of North Avenue East and
Carpenter Place for a seatbelt viola-
tion. Following an investigation at
the scene, police located suspected
crack cocaine inside the vehicle.
Elzahr was arrested, processed and
released pending a Superior Court
appearance.

Wednesday, January 10, Brandon
Tinneny, 22, of Staten Island, N.Y.,
was arrested on charges of posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of
paraphernalia after a 1992 Infiniti
was stopped at the intersection of
Centennial Avenue and Hayes Street
for a brake light violation. Following

an investigation at the scene, police
located suspected marijuana inside
the vehicle. Tinneny was arrested,
processed and released pending a
Municipal Court appearance.

Wednesday, January 10, Amanda
Kenney, 34, of Edison was arrested
and charged with possession of para-
phernalia after a 2004 Jeep was
stopped at the intersection of North
Avenue East and the Garden State
Parkway 137 Exchange for a cracked
windshield and a brake light viola-
tion. Following an investigation at
the scene, police arrested Kenney for
possession of drug paraphernalia that
was located inside the car. Once pro-
cessed, she was released pending a
Municipal Court appearance.

Thursday, January 11, Javier
Loango, 41, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) after a 2013
Honda was stopped on South Avenue
West and Elise Street for erratic driv-
ing. Following an investigation at the
scene, police arrested Loango for
DWI. In addition, he was issued mo-
tor vehicle summonses for refusal to
consent to the taking of breath
samples, tinted windows and careless
driving. Loango was released pend-
ing a Municipal Court appearance.

Friday, January 12, Dennis Tomala,
22, of Linden was arrested and
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of paraphernalia after a
2005 Chevrolet was stopped at the
intersection of Centennial Avenue and
Cayuga Road for a brake light out.
Following an investigation at the
scene, police located suspected mari-
juana inside the vehicle. Tomala, a
passenger in the vehicle, was arrested,
processed and released pending a
Municipal Court appearance.

Sunday, January 14, Troy Larkins,
32, of Belleville was arrested on
charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of paraphernalia after a
2018 Ford was stopped at the inter-
section of Centennial Avenue and
Raritan Road for the operator failing
to maintain his lane. Following an
investigation at the scene, police lo-
cated suspected marijuana inside the
vehicle. Larkins was arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a Mu-
nicipal Court appearance.

FANWOOD
Tuesday, January 9, a resident of

the 30 block of Elm Avenue reported
that an unknown person had entered
her unlocked parked motor vehicle
and removed loose change.

Wednesday, January 10, Norman
Huaccho-Sanchez, 56, of Elizabeth
was arrested on an active warrant
after police made a motor vehicle
stop at South Avenue and Algonquin
Drive for a motor vehicle violation. A

check of the driver showed an active
warrant out of Interpol, Washington,
D.C. Huaccho-Sanchez was arrested,
processed and turned over to the ICE
(Immigration Custom Enforcement)
agency.

Thursday, January 11, Rose Marie
Schiumo, 51, of Clark was arrested
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated after she allegedly side-
swiped a patrol car on Terrill Road.
The officer was on a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road when his patrol
car was side-swiped by a 2007 BMW.
The officer radioed for another unit
who made the stop on the suspect
vehicle, driven by Schiumo. While
speaking with the driver, police de-
tected a strong odor of alcohol com-
ing from the inside of the vehicle. The
driver was asked to step out of the
vehicle for some field sobriety tests
which she was unable to complete,
authorities said. Schiumo was arrested
on a charge of DWI and for other
motor vehicle violations and pro-
cessed. She was released to a respon-
sible person pending her court ap-
pearance.

Friday, January 12, police re-
sponded to a report of a burglary in
progress at a residence on the 200
block of Coriell Avenue. A resident
alerted police when he witnessed two
suspects, dressed in all dark clothing
with hoods on, attempt to break into
the house. The witness attempted to
catch the suspects but lost them in the
yards on King Street. The officers
checked the surrounding areas with
negative results. Anyone with any
information is asked to call the
Fanwood Police Department.

Friday, January 19, a resident of
the 10 block of Kempshall Terrace
reported that an unknown person had
entered his unlocked parked motor
vehicle and removed his wallet, which
contained cash and credit cards.

Saturday, January 20, Wilguerre
Francois, 54, of Fanwood was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of
Fanwood pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road by East Second
Street following a random license
plate check. Francois was processed
and released by the Fanwood Mu-
nicipal Court.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, January 16, a resident of

the 200 block of Victor Street re-
ported an incident of criminal mis-
chief. The rear window of the victim’s
vehicle was shattered sometime over-
night.

Tuesday, January 16, a resident of
the 1900 block of Bartle Avenue re-
ported an incident of fraud. Someone
altered a check the victim had previ-

ously mailed out and cashed it with-
out the victim’s permission.

Tuesday, January 16, patrol units
responded to the QuickChek store on
Westfield Avenue on a report of a
garbage fire. The Scotch Plains Fire
Department also responded. The fire
was very minor and extinguished with-
out incident.

Tuesday, January 16, a resident of
the 1900 block of Brookside Drive
reported a home burglary. Entry was
gained through a rear window be-
tween 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. The inci-
dent is under investigation.

Wednesday, January 17, the man-
agement of a Westfield Avenue con-
venience store reported a theft. A
black male entered the store and
placed items inside his jacket before
fleeing the store in an unknown direc-
tion. The incident is under investiga-
tion.

Wednesday, January 17, a resident
of the 1800 block of Lake Avenue
reported an incident of fraud. The
victim reported that someone gained
access to their Kohl’s credit account
and made purchases without their
knowledge. The incident is under in-
vestigation.

Friday, January 19, Anthony D.
Fellin, 20, of North Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Fanwood during a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters and processed.

Sunday, January 21, Otaja S. Jones,
22, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of
Woodbridge during a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

GARWOOD
Friday, January 19, Nicole A.

Salcedo-Twaddle, 34, of Rahway
was arrested and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI) after
police responded to a North Avenue
restaurant on a report of an unre-
sponsive female in the driver’s seat
of a black Acura TLX which was at
the drive-through window. On scene
officers observed the vehicle run-
ning and the driver was still unre-
sponsive. After several minutes of
banging on the window the officers
were able to wake the operator, iden-
tified as Salcedo-Twaddle. While
speaking to Salcedo-Twaddle the
officers observed her to be incoher-
ent and could smell an odor of an
alcoholic beverage emanating from
her breath. Police conducted field
sobriety tests and determined that
Salcedo-Twaddle was impaired. She
was then placed under arrest and
transported to police headquarters.
It also was determined that there was
an outstanding warrant for her in the
amount of $260 out of Elizabeth.
Salcedo-Twaddle was issued a sum-
mons and released pending her court
date after posting bail on the Eliza-
beth warrant.

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.

Call (908) 654-6091

PREMIUM OFFICE, MTNSIDE

608 Sherwood Pkwy
Oversized office. Shared lobby,
storage, kitchenette. Ample
parking. Next to post office, bank,
restaurants. $1150/month incl.
utilities. Available immediately.

Call (908) 233-7900

SITUATION WANTED

Caregiver for Elderly People
Looking for Job. I Have 14yrs
Experience & References.
Certified. English & German
Speaking. Drive own car.

(732) 648-5428

FOR RENT WESTFIELD

House to share, one private
bedroom with new oak floor, new
paint and window treatments,
shared bathroom with one adult.
Living room with fireplace, formal
dining room, eat in large kitchen,
full laundry room, off street
parking, large fenced in yard in
quiet, prestigous neighborhood,
10 minute walk to train. $1000 a
month and partial utilities.
Non smoking, no pets. Must
have references. (908) 377-6761

ROSELLE PARK ESTATE SALE

203 Maple Street
Fri 1/26 & Sat 1/27, 10am to 3pm
Contents: Furniture, China, Figu-
rines, Mirrors, Lamps, Art, Cos-
tume Jewelry, Clothing, Christ-
mas, Electronics, CD’s, Exercise
Equipment, Patio, Grill, Garden
Statues, Cement Planters and
more. DovetailsUSA.com for pics

Local Students Achieve
Dean's List at TCNJ

EWING – The following students
have earned the esteemed honor of
placement on the Dean's List at The
College of New Jersey for the fall
2017 semester. To achieve this honor,
a student must carry 12 or more
credits that semester and earn a 3.5
(or above) grade point average:

Fanwood:  James Beirne, Econom-
ics; Gabriella Guardascione, Mar-
keting; Bridget Kelly, Psychology;
David Mcmillan, Open Option - Hu-
manities and Social Science;
Alexander Mirabella, Management;
Leonardo Ramos, Finance; Danielle
Scheu, Special Education; Jonathan
Tam, Biology; and James Wright,
English.

Garwood: Emma Neuberger, En-
glish.

Mountainside: Alanna Namit, Po-
litical Science; Lia Sartorio, Psy-
chology; and Connor Sottosanti,
Criminology.

Westfield: Lauren Androconis,
Psychology;  Brigid Barber, Visual
Arts; Sarah Broughton, Biology;
Katherine Crowley, Elementary Edu-
cation; Shannon Devitt, Accoun-
tancy; Michael Gagliardi, Mechani-
cal Engineering; James Hunter, Self
Designed Major; Julia Kuzman, Psy-
chology; Emmy Liederman, Jour-
nalism and Prof Writing; Maria
Lizzo, Nursing; Griffin Morgan, Me-

chanical Engineering; Corinne
Petersen, Special Education; Grace
Pfeifer, Visual Arts; Emily Posyton,
History Secondary Education; Molly
Skowron, Biology Secondary Edu-
cation; Kristen Villane, Mathemat-
ics Second Education; and Tiffany
Youssef, Physics.

Local Students Named to the
Univ. of Vermont Dean's List

BURLINGTON, V.T. – The fol-
lowing students have been named to
the University of Vermont’s Dean’s
List:

Anna Margolis of Westfield, Eliza-
beth Penn of Westfield, Hailey Reilly

of Westfield, Lauren Rigney of
Westfield, Lauren Schnepf of
Westfield, Emma Bearison of
Mountainside and Malcolm Pringle
of Cranford.

To be named to the dean's list,
students must have a grade-point av-
erage of 3.0 or better and rank in the
top 20 percent of their class in their
respective college or school.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Probitas Verus Honos
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by Mitul P. Patel, PharmD., RPh.

Pharmacy News

246 South Ave., Unit 4 • Fanwood, NJ • 908-680-6936

Please email your questions to:  Mit@FanwoodPharmacy
or visit our website at: www.FanwoodPharmacy.com

CHECKING THE LIST
to determine if their insurers’ 
drug plans use a formulary. If 
so, they should carefully note 
their options.
   The formulary process is 
supposed to save money for 
you and your insurer, but it’s 
often a hassle. To get an ex-
pensive drug covered you 

one, or have your doctor prove 
you need it, and that can take 
weeks. Next to your personal 
doctor, your pharmacist is the 
most informed about the vari-
ous medications available and 
their contraindications. For 
more information, please call 
our pharmacy.
HINT: Formularies are split into 

  Patients with managed-care 
insurance plans should be 
aware of drug “formularies” 

medical prescriptions. Simply 
put, a formulary is a list of drug 
names drawn up by health 
care professionals in hopes 
of limiting prescriptions to the 
ones that offer the best over-
all value. Often, the insurer will 
negotiate bulk discounts with 
manufacturers, and then en-
courage doctors to prescribe 
only drugs on the list. While it 
must be pointed out that cost 
concerns do not necessar-

care, prescription decisions 
shouldn’t be based solely 
on cost. To root out potential 

HEALTHY MEN...A group of 15 Upper School boys from The Wardlaw-
Hartridge (W-H) School in Edison attended the Young Men's Health Conference
at the Jersey Department of Children and Families in New Brunswick on January
12. The conference is intended to provide a full array of workshops on drug and
alcohol prevention, wellness and leadership in a context that is relevant to young
men. W-H students attending the trip included Steven Bessette of Scotch Plains,
Eduardo Martinez of Scotch Plains and Edward Zhang of Scotch Plains.

University of Rhode Island
Announces Dean's List

KINGSTON, R.I. – The Univer-
sity of Rhode Island is pleased to
announce that 5,500 undergraduates
have qualified for the fall 2017 Dean's
List. The students represent nearly all
of Rhode Island's cities and towns, all
six New England states, New York
and New Jersey, and many other states
and nations.

To be included on the Dean's List,
students must have completed 12 or
more credits during a semester for
letter grades with at least a 3.30 quality
point average. Part-time students
qualify with the accumulation of 12
credits with a 3.30 quality point aver-
age. The list includes students who
have not yet declared their majors as
well as those from all of the University's
undergraduate academic colleges.

The following students have been
named to URI's fall 2017 Dean's List:
Abigail Collyer of Cranford, Taylor
Grant of Cranford, William O'Connor
of Cranford, Bryan Evans of
Westfield, Scott Messing of Westfield,
Brianna Parkinson of Westfield,
Fallon O'Connor of Westfield, Katie
Sheets of Westfield, Isaac Amador of
Westfield, Brittany Bryant of
Westfield, Abigail Jones of Westfield,
Julia Penczak of Westfield, Tyler
Sorrentino of Scotch Plains, Julia
Napolitano of Fanwood, Lauren
Szpond of Scotch Plains, Timothy
Mitchell of Scotch Plains, Anniston
Pagano of Scotch Plains, Nicole
Silverman of Scotch Plains, Shannon
Costello of Scotch Plains and Jessica
Florendo of Scotch Plains.

Workshop Planned to Aid in
College Admissions Process
WESTFIELD – A college admis-

sions workshop, sponsored by the
PTC-Gifted Ed Committee is
planned for Wednesday, February 7
at 7 p.m. in Westfield High School
cafeteria B.

This free workshop will feature
guest speakers Lisa Bleich, Presi-
dent, College Bound Mentor and
Author of Surviving the College Ap-
plication Process and Beth Cassie,
Independent Educational Consult-
ant, College Bound Mentor.

The college admissions process

has become increasingly competi-
tive; students who understand their
strengths and focus on finding the
best “fit” will have a clear advantage
in the admissions process. This pre-
sentation will introduce The College
Application Wheel™ and use case
studies to help students demystify
the college application process and
think strategically about summers,
extracurricular activities and essays.

For more information contact
Carlene Palia at
alyphiae@gmail.com.

Local Residents Named to
William & Mary Dean's List

Sophie Giuliani
Named to Dean's List
LEWISBURG, Penn. – Sophie

Giuliani, Class of 2019, from Fanwood
was named to the dean's list at Bucknell
University during the fall semester of
the 2017-18 academic year. A student
must earn a grade point average of 3.5
or higher on a scale of 4.0 to receive
dean's list recognition.

WILLIAMSBURG, Virg. – The
following were recently named to
the Dean's List at the College of
William & Mary for the fall 2017
semester:

Natalie Marcotullio, Sophia Palia
and Olivia Windorf of Westfield.

In order to achieve Dean's List
status, a full-time degree seeking
undergraduate student must take at
least 12 credit hours and earn a 3.6
Quality Point Average during the
semester.

William & Mary is the second

oldest institution of higher learning
in the United States.

THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

Accredited by American Montessori Society

Admissions Open House

Kindly RSVP to respective campus

www.christopheracademy.com

Please join us for our

February 6
9:30 a.m.

Westfield Campus
510 Hillcrest Avenue

908-233-7447

February 22
9:30 a.m.

Scotch Plains Campus
1390 Terrill Road

908-322-4652

400 Graduates Receive
Degrees from UCC

READY TO MOVE UP...Union students line up in anticipation of the start of the
Commencement Ceremony.

CRANFORD – Union County Col-
lege celebrated 400 new graduates
during Commencement Ceremonies
held on January 11 at the Union
County Performing Arts Center in
Rahway. The graduates completed
their degrees in August or December.
Union’s President, Margaret M.
McMenamin, led each ceremony and
was joined by the Chair of the
College’s Board of Trustees, Victor
M. Richel.

During the afternoon and evening
ceremonies, degrees were conferred
in Associate in Science, Associate in
Arts, Associate in Applied Science,
Certificates, and Certificates of
Achievement. The college offers more
than 60 programs of study.

At each ceremony, William
Dunscombe, Associate Professor of
STEM, presented a graduate with the
Ahmed Abdallah-Thomas Memorial
Award. This award was created in
2015 to honor Ibtissam Ahmed
Abdallah and Marquest S. Thomas,
graduates of the college who died
together in a tragic car accident on
November 23, 2011, shortly after they
were married. To be considered for
the award, a graduating student must
have a 3.25 GPA or higher, have par-
ticipated in college life through ser-
vice in college activities and/or sports,
and have completed community ser-
vice.

At the afternoon ceremony, Patricia
Flores Infante, of Winfield Park, re-
ceived the award. She has a 3.85
grade point average and graduated
with her Associate in Science degree
in nursing. At the evening ceremony,
the award was given to Shawn Cook.
He has a 4.0 grade point average and

graduated with his Associate in Arts
degree in Education.

“Commencement is always an ex-
citing day at Union. It is a day to for
our students to celebrate and acknowl-
edge their success in completing a
degree. We are so proud of each of the
students who cross that stage today.
Our mission, to transform our com-
munity, one student at a time, is never
more relevant than it is on Commence-
ment Day,” stated Ms. McMenamin.

Union County College is a public
comprehensive community college
providing quality, affordable, ac-
cessible educational programs that
serve the greater Union County re-
gion. It is the first of New Jersey’s
19 Associate Degree colleges, serv-
ing both career-minded and trans-
fer-oriented students since 1933.
The college enrolls almost 20,000
credit, non-credit and continuing
education students and is accred-
ited by the Middle States Commis-
sion on Higher Education.

Royal Dukes March in
Inaugural Parade

HARRISONBURG, Virg. – The
Marching Royal Dukes of James
Madison University were invited to
march in the inaugural parade for
new Virginia Governor Ralph
Northam on January 13 in Richmond.

The following students partici-
pated: Grace Aronds of Westfield who
is part of the Clarinet section and Jane
Aronds of Westfield who is part of the
Trumpet section.

Lettieri Named to ESU's
Dean's List for Fall 2017

EAST STROUDSBURG, Penn. –
Christian Lettieri, of Fanwood was
named to the East Stroudsburg Uni-
versity Fall 2017 Dean's List. Mr.
Lettieri is a Senior majoring in Busi-
ness Management.

Mr. Lettieri was among 1,555 stu-
dents named to the Dean's List for
the Fall 2017 semester of the 2017-
2018 academic year. Students eli-
gible for the Dean's List are those
who have attained a 3.50 quality

point average or better and are en-
rolled full-time. The letter grade
"B" earns 3 quality points per credit,
and the grade "A" earns 4 quality
points per credit.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Sets
Preschool Registration Date

143 Advanced Placement
Awards Granted at WHS

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public
School District will begin accepting
preschool applications for the 2018-
2019 school year on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 15. The Preschool Program uses
the Creative Curriculum, which fos-
ters childrens’ learning through ex-
ploration and discovery. Preschool
classes are comprised of general edu-
cation students and students with spe-
cial needs, as determined by a district
evaluation.

Applicants must be residents of
Scotch Plains or Fanwood. Proof of
residency status and an original birth
certificate will be required for new
students enrolling in the program.
The child’s age as of October 1 will
determine placement in a three-year-
old or four-year-old class. Typically,
three-year-olds attend the morning

session from 8:35 a.m. to 11:20 a.m.
and four-year-olds attend the after-
noon session from 12:20 p.m. to 3:10
p.m.  All classes meet five days per
week.

Tuition for the half-day program
will be $325 per month. A 10 percent
sibling discount is available. In addi-
tion, free/reduced tuition may be avail-
able for families who qualify per fed-
eral guidelines or a district review.

Applications will be available at all
district elementary schools and on
the program website
(www.spfk12.org/preschool) begin-
ning February 15th.  Please mail all
applications to the Preschool Office
located at 667 Westfield Road, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076.  For additional
information, please contact the Pre-
school Office at (908) 889-8600 ext.
no. 3302 or preschool@spfk12.org.

WESTFIELD – A total of 143
Westfield High School students
earned AP Scholar awards in recog-
nition of their college level achieve-
ment through Advanced Placement
courses and exams administered in
2017. The score of Westfield’s stu-
dents averaged 4.33. AP tests are
scored on a one to five scale accord-
ing to the College Board, with five
being the highest.

Four students qualified for the pres-
tigious National AP Scholar Award,
which is granted to students in the
United States who receive an average
score of at least four on all AP exams
taken, and scores of four or higher on
eight or more of these exams. Those
receiving the National AP Scholar
Award include:  Soo Min Chung,
Spencer Fishman, Olivia Hamilton
and Amy Liang.

A total of 61 Westfield High School
students earned the AP Scholar with
Distinction Award for an average
score of 4.51. To qualify for this dis-
tinction, a student must score at least
3.5 on all AP exams taken, and scores
of 3 or higher on five or more of these
exams.

30 Westfield High School students
qualified for the AP Scholar with
Honor Award with an average score

of 4.25. Students achieving this award
must average at least 3.25 on all AP
exams taken and scores of 3 or higher
on four or more of these exams.

52 students were granted the AP
Scholar Award, earning an average
score of 3.93. To qualify for this award,
test takers must receive scores of 3 or
higher on three or more AP exams.

AP is accepted by thousands of
colleges and universities worldwide
for college credit, advanced place-
ment, or both on the basis of success-
ful AP Exam grades. Westfield High
School offers 16 AP courses.

LIBRARY SCHOLAR...Victoria Pawlicki, center, is congratulated by Westfield
Memorial Library Friends co-presidents Cindy Colicchio, left, and Christine
Mason, after Ms. Pawlicki was named a recipient of a scholarship funded by the
organization. Pawlicki, a Kean University student, works part-time at the library
and two other libraries. The Friends' scholarships are available to individuals who
live/work in Westfield and take credit courses enroute to a library-related career.
Applications are available at the library.

Coastal Carolina Univ.
Announces Dean's List

CONWAY, S.C. – Approximately
2.419 students have made the Fall
Semester 2017 Dean's List for aca-
demic achievement at Coastal Caro-
lina University. To qualify for the
Dean's List, freshmen must earn a
3.25 grade point average, and upper-
classmen must earn a 3.5 grade point
average.

Students who made the Dean's List
for fall include: John Laide of
Westfield, an accounting major and
Lexa Samer of Westfield, a commu-
nication major.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL
SPECIAL MEETING NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Township of Scotch Plains has
scheduled a SPECIAL MEETING for Tues-
day, January 30, 2018 at 5:00 P.M. The
purpose of the meeting is for:

Resolution to Appoint a
Health Insurance Broker

Formal action will be taken at this meet-
ing.

The meeting will be held in the Council
Meeting Chambers – Court Room at the
Township Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey. The
Township of Scotch Plains does not dis-
criminate against persons with disabilities.
Those individuals requiring auxiliary aids
and services must notify the ADA Coordi-
nator of the Township of Scotch Plains as
soon as possible in advance of the meet-
ing.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 01/25/18, The Times Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RECREATION COMMISSION
2018 MEETING SCHEDULE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Recreation Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains has scheduled
the following time and place for their 2018
Business Meetings. The meeting will be-
gin at 7:30 p.m. and be held in Room 202
of the Municipal Building, 430 Park Av-
enue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey:

2018 Meeting Dates

January 8 & 22
February 12 & 26

March 12 & 26
April 9 & 23

May 14
June 11
July 9

August 13
September 10 & 24

October 15 & 22
November 19 & 26

December 10

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/25/18, The Times Fee: $31.11

Prichett Earns Honor
Roll at Mercersburg
MERCERSBURG, Penn. –

Clay Prichett of  Westfield, grade
10, was named a distinguished
scholar (all grades of 90 or above)
during the fall term at
Mercersburg Academy.

Mercersburg Academy is a co-
educational, independent college
preparatory boarding and day
school in south-central Pennsyl-
vania with students enrolled in
grades nine to 12 and a post-
graduate year.

Scotch Plains Baptist Christian Day School 

We invite you to come to our 

 2018-2019 Open House  

2½ - 4 year old classes & Full Day Kindergarten 

 

When:  Saturday, February 3, 2018 

Time:  9:00am – 11:00am 

Where:  Scotch Plains Baptist Christian Day School 

333 Park Avenue 

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

(908) 322-9187 

Looking forward to seeing you there! 

 

“Train Up a Child in the Way He Should Go And When He Is Old, He Will Not Depart From It” 

Proverbs 22:6 
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It’s your Library … make the most of it 

 

 

IIt’s your Library …  

make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street   

Westfield  www.wmlnj.org  908.789.4090 

Open to WML and MURAL  

cardholders. Sign up online at 

www.wmlnj.org and click on the 

Calendar link, or call 

908.789.4090 option 0.  

The 2018 Weiss Family Jazz  

Series opens with 

The Dave Leonhardt Trio 

Westfield Memorial Library  
Saturday, February 3 

at 2:00 pm 
 

Come hear internationally 

acclaimed jazz pianist and 

composer David Leonhardt 

along with his bassist and 

drummer play American 

Songbook standards and 

creative improvisations. 

       Sign up today!  

 

In 2018, give a gift
that keeps giving all year ...

a Leader/Times Gift Subscription !

Easily done online at:
www.goleader.com/form/subscribe_gift.htm

Or by Check, please cut out and mail this coupon.

Please send my gift subscription starting with the next issue.
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MAGNIFICENT MUSICIANS...Three Westfield High School students, pictured
from left to right, Junlin Yi, Kevin Li and Kelly Eagan performed with the Central
Jersey Music Educators Association (CJMEA) Region Orchestra on January 7 at
the CJMEA concert held in Montgomery High School. According to Craig
Stanton, Westfield High School Orchestra Director, "Every year hundreds of
students prepare and audition for the CJMEA Region orchestra to be accepted
into the exclusive group. Besides this honor, these students are also eligible to
audition in March for the NJ All-State Orchestra and the NJ Honors String
Orchestra." Junlin, a senior, and 11th grader Kevin are violinists.  Kelly, who is
in ninth grade, plays the bass.

 Volunteers Are Needed for
County Teen Arts Festival

Invitation to New Singers for
Crescent Choral Society

Alliance Rep. Presents
Gruesome Playground Inj.

SUMMIT – Gruesome Playground
Injuries makes its New Jersey debut on
Friday, February 16 and continues thru
Saturday, March 3 at MONDO, pre-
sented by Alliance Repertory Theatre.

Longtime friends Doug (David
Federman) and Kayleen (Kelly
Maizenaski) measure their lives in
stitches, scars and hospital stints.
Kayleen's internal agony, including
intense stomachaches, is only matched
by daredevil Doug’s array of disfig-
uring accidents. Over the course of
thirty years, this scar-crossed pair
meet again and again, brought to-
gether by injury, heartbreak, and their
own self-destructive tendencies.
“Gruesome Playground Injuries” is a
compelling and unconventional
“love” story about the intimacy be-
tween two people when they allow
their defenses to drop and their

wounds to show.
Director Christine Gaden first read

Gruesome seven years ago, and has
been waiting to direct this piece ever
since. "I'm thrilled to have found Al-
liance Rep; their willingness to pro-
duce modern, quirky, and brave shows
made it the perfect home for this
project," said Ms. Gaden. "Working
with the talented actors to bring these
fascinating and complex characters
to life has been extremely rewarding.
I can't wait to share this unique play
with audiences."

Gruesome Playground Injuries
runs February 16 to March 3 on Fri-
days and Saturdays at 8 p.m., and
Thursday, February 22 at 8 p.m. For
reservations, call (908) 472-1502 or
visit alliancerep.org.

MONDO is located at 426 Spring-
field Avenue in Summit.

Nina Et Cetera to Perform
Free Concert at FW Library

READY TO PLAY...Nina Et cetera will perform a free concert at the Fanwood
Memorial Library on Sunday, February 4 at 2 p.m.

FANWOOD – The public is in-
vited to a free concert by Nina Et
cetera at the Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary. On Sunday, February 4 at 2
p.m., Nina Et cetera will perform
songs of love, mischief and mayhem.
Hear the band play favorites by
Johnny Cash, Patsy Cline, Elvis
Presley, Ray Charles and many more.

At the age of seven, Nina began
studying guitar and singing with her
current bass player Tim Smith. That
was, 21 years ago. Since then, Nina
has studied at Berklee College of
Music and has played in numerous
bands. Tim is primarily self-taught,
save a number of years studying North

Indian vocal music in New Delhi and
a few semesters of music theory at
Long Island University. In addition to
performing Nina and Tim also teach
privately.

Nina Et cetera has been performing
for the past 10 years in just about
every imaginable venue across the
Tri-State area: bars, restaurants, li-
braries, street fairs, senior centers,
bandshells, busking, vineyards, and
more.

This program is sponsored by the
Friends of the Fanwood Library. For
information on this or other library
programs, visit
www.fanwoodlibrary.org.

TV/Film Acting Workshop
Offered in Scotch Plains

Musical Event Planned to
Help Fight Teenage Suicide

AREA – The Crescent Choral So-
ciety is welcoming new singers from
high school age and up, and in all
voice parts for its upcoming Spring
concert on Saturday, April 14. No
auditions are needed, just a joy of
singing great choral compositions
from all periods. While the ability to
read music is preferred, it is not re-
quired. Current Choral Society mem-
bers come from all areas and towns in
central New Jersey and beyond.

For the April 14th concert, the Cho-
ral Society will be performing
Durufle’s magnificent and haunting
Requiem as well as Faure’s “Cantique
de Jean Racine,” with full orchestra
and guest soloists. In addition, the
Crescent Choral Society is thrilled to
be collaborating with the Newark Arts
High School Mixed Chorus and the
Newark Boys’ Chorus School Tour-
ing Choir.  This unique and singular

collaboration of voices and instru-
ments in the neo-Gothic splendor of
the Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church will be conducted by the new
Artistic Director of Crescent Con-
certs and the Crescent Choral Soci-
ety, Dr. Deborah Simpkin King.

Rehearsals are on Monday eve-
nings from 7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Re-
hearsal dates are: February 12, 19,
26, March 12, 19, April 2, 9, and
dress rehearsal on Friday, April 13.
The performance is on Saturday, April
14 at 4 p.m.  All rehearsals and the
performance are held in the Crescent
Avenue Presbyterian Church in
Plainfield.

For more information or to register
to sing, please contact the Choral
Society Concert Managers: Bing D.
Bills, anglohye@comcast.net, or
Michael Tackvic,
myktak@verizon.net.

CRANFORD – The Union County
Teen Arts Festival provides an oppor-
tunity for volunteers to get involved
with artists, teachers and students.
The festival is a two-day celebration
of the arts. It is held annually at Union
County College in Cranford and is
sponsored by the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders through the
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs in the Department of Parks and
Recreation.

This year’s Teen Arts Festival is
scheduled for Thursday and Friday,
March 15 and March 16. The event is
open to all students from public, char-
ter, private and parochial middle and
high schools in Union County.

“Nearly 3,500 students participate
in performances, critiquing seminars,
master classes and workshops with a

staff of 55 professional artists in ev-
ery discipline – visual art, music,
creative writing, theater and dance,”
said Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados.

“Volunteers are needed to assist
artists with workshops, manage per-
formance sites and staff information
stations,” said Freeholder Bruce H.
Bergen, who serves as the Freeholder
Liaison on the Cultural and Heritage
Advisory Board. “Volunteers get to
experience the great creative work
our kids are doing. It’s a lot of fun for
everyone involved!”

Volunteers are asked to contact the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth. Telephone: (908) 558-
2550; NJ Relay Users call 711. Or e-
mail us at: culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Theatrical
Artist’s Prep of Scotch Plains will
launch their on-camera TV/Film de-
partment with an educational one
day workshop scheduled for Mon-
day, February 19 from noon to 4
p.m. Top N.Y. coaches from Actors
Technique NY will lead the event
focusing on improvisation for TV/
Film and on-camera act and audi-
tion technique.  A top NYC talent
agent will be in attendance to an-
swer questions about the business.

Owner/Artistic Director of The-
atrical Artist’s Prep and proud SAG-
AFTRA and Actors’ Equity mem-
ber, Samantha Hahn-Simpson states,
“I remember from a young age my
parents and I schlepping in and out
of Manhattan for auditions and act-
ing classes. Being a New Jersey
resident the commute to the city not
only added to the financial respon-
sibility but was time consuming as
well. My goal for T.A.P. is to bring
top notch performing arts work-
shops and programs to the Union
County area in an effort to bring
networking opportunities and qual-

ity classes to kids, teens and adults.”
Class size is limited to ensure

care and individual attention. For
more information on availability
call (908) 680-6050 or email
TheatricalArtistsPrep@gmail.com.

Mardi Gras Concert
Set at Arts Center

WATCHUNG – The Watchung Arts
Center will be letting the good times
roll with the sounds of the Big Easy
on Saturday, February 10 at 8 p.m., as
New Orleans native Thaddeus Exposé
brings a trio of jazz artists for a cel-
ebration of Mardi Gras. Bassist
Exposé will be joined by vocalist
Arlee Leonard, pianist Oscar Perez
and drummer Alvester Garnett.

Tickets are $18 in advance, $22
($20 for WAC members, $10 for stu-
dents) at the door. Tickets may be
purchased securely through
Eventbrite at
watchungartscenter.eventbrite.com.
Tickets are also available by mail or
in person at the Watchung Arts Cen-
ter.

The Watchung Arts Center, located
at 18 Stirling Road in Watchung on the
Watchung Circle, is a multi-disciplin-
ary arts facility serving Watchung, the
surrounding communities and the Tri-
State Area. To obtain more information
about upcoming performances, classes
and workshops, and monthly art exhi-
bitions, please visit WatchungArts.org
or call (908) 753-0190.

GARWOOD – Four regional bands
will play at a fundraiser for crisis
listening line Caring Contact Satur-
day, February 3, at Crossroads bar
and restaurant at 78 North Avenue in
Garwood. A $10 cover charge will go
to support the hotline and its Teenage
Suicide Prevention Program.

The four bands playing are Rich
Deans, Equinox, Triphammer and
Phillips Head. Performances begin at
7 p.m. In addition to music, there will
be a drawing for a one-year member-
ship to Crunch Fitness in Garwood.

“We are excited to invite the com-
munity to this event at Crossroads,"
said Janet Sarkos, executive director
or Caring Contact. "Our board mem-
ber, Travis Hudelson, is a member of
the band Equinox and organized this
evening for us. This is a great oppor-
tunity to come out on a Saturday
night, have some fun, raise awareness
about mental health and support our
Teenage Suicide Prevention Pro-
gram.”

Suicide is the second-leading cause
of death for youth ages 10 to 24,
according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. Each day in
the United States there are an average
of 3,470 suicide attempts by young
people grades nine to 12. Four out of
five teens who attempt suicide have
given clear warning signs.

Caring Contact's Teenage Suicide
Prevention Program seeks to educate
parents, school teachers and adminis-
trators, youth group leaders and oth-
ers who have ongoing contact with
teenagers to open a dialogue about
suicide with teenagers; identify the
risk factors of teens at risk of suicide;

and develop the skills to support youth
in emotional distress.

Caring Contact is an award-win-
ning, volunteer-staffed caring and
crisis hotline and listening commu-
nity, providing active listening sup-
port and best-in-class training to the
Central and Northern New Jersey
community. More than 100 trained
volunteer listeners answered nearly
9,000 calls last year from people in
crisis, having suicidal thoughts or sim-
ply feeling depressed and lonely.

The listening line serves Central
and Northern New Jersey and is a
primary responder to calls to the na-
tional suicide prevention line (1-800-
273-TALK or 1-800-SUICIDE) that
originate in New Jersey. Callers also
reach Caring Contact by dialing (908)
232-2880. Those preferring to seek
supporting through texting may text
“heart” to 741-741. The hotline also
provides best-in-class training to the
Central and Northern New Jersey
Community.

 If you are in crisis and need some-
one to listen, call (908) 232-2880.To
learn more, visit
www.caringcontact.org.

Caring Contact is an award-win-
ning, volunteer-staffed caring and
crisis hotline providing active listen-
ing support and best-in-class educa-
tion to the Central and Northern New
Jersey community. We attentively and
compassionately serve those in emo-
tional distress and educate our com-
munities about the power of personal
connection. It is affiliated with CON-
TACT USA, the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline and the Ameri-
can Association of Suicidology. If
you are in crisis and need someone to
listen, call us at (908) 232-2880.To
learn more,
visitwww.caringcontact.org.
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WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555
COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Stunning, Nantucket style, Circa 1904 Dutch Colonial on sprawling, professionally manicured .89 acres lot
in Westfield's Stoneleigh Park. A scenic, idyllic, looped street flanked by mature sycamores and featuring
slate sidewalks. It is among the seven homes that occupy the inner island. Structurally impressive, this home
features elements that define Classic 20th Century Architecture. It is beautifully renovated to preserve the
character, quality and workmanship reminiscent of years past. The first floor boasts an impressive foyer, an
expansive formal living room, a grand formal dining room, a massive family room, a gourmet center island
kitchen with butler’s pantry & three sinks, an updated powder room and a laundry room. The second floor
is accessible via the main or back staircase. Upstairs, the Master Bedroom Retreat has a luxurious spa-like
bath and fireplace. Adjacent to the Master Bedroom is a sitting/dressing room. The bedroom located in the
turret tower features a fireplace and en-suite bath. There are five additional bedrooms & a full hall bath. The
walk-up attic, full basement and oversized two car detached garage offer additional storage. The location of
this magnificent residence is unprecedented. Just a short distance to award winning downtown Westfield for
shopping and dining, NYC transportation and close proximity to schools, this impressive home has it all!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, January 28th • 1-4PM
31 Stoneleigh Park, Westfield • $1,725,000

Get an inside look at vibrant retirement living in New Providence. 
Come and tour our beautiful amenities, campus, and maintenance-free 
homes. Light refreshments will be served.

Sunday, January 28, 2018
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

535 Mountain Avenue, New Providence 

Call 1-800-208-1976 
for more information and directions.

Follow event parking signs upon arrival.

Bring your friends and family!

12
59
16
04

New Providence

LanternHillCommunity.com

This event will not include a formal marketing presentation, 
but sales associates will be on hand to answer your questions.

Join Lantern Hill for a

Sunday Open House

Crimes of The Heart Opening in
February at CDC Theatre

CRANFORD – Beth Henley’s Crimes
of The Heart will be the first production
of 2018 at CDC Theatre in Cranford.
Warm-hearted, irreverent, zany and bril-
liantly imaginative, this black comedy
examines the plight of three young Mis-
sissippi sisters betrayed by their pas-
sions.

In the CDC Theatre production Maeve
Brady, Rebecca Dolan and Katherine
Brown are the three MaGrath sisters and
each offered some insights into the pro-
duction.

“I’m so thankful to have found a won-
derful theatre community such as CDC
Theatre,” said Ms. Brown who is pre-
paring to appear as Babe, the youngster
sister who is facing trial for having shot
her husband. “Crimes of The Heart ap-
pealed to me because the cast is so small
and the audience can really get to know
the characters. Each sister is in a differ-
ent part of her life, and faces different
challenges, but they all come together as
a family to confront them. As the young-

est sister, I feel Babe looks to her older
sisters for support and for validation of
her choices. She has had some hard
times but strives to stand up and survive.
She is stronger than she seems. I hope to
bring some humor and humanity into
this challenging role. I am excited to
open the show and share Babe’s story.”

Ms. Dolan steps into the role of Meg,
the self-centered middle sister who ran
away to Hollywood.

“CDC was where I began to love
theatre,” Ms. Dolan shared. “My first
show here was The Miracle Worker
when I was 11. I was an acting major at
Marymount and have worked at Paper
Mill, George Street Playhouse and
Shakespeare Theatre of NJ.”

Ms. Brady “returns” to CDC Theatre
in the role of Lenny, the oldest sister who
has sacrificed her life to care for the
grandfather who raised them.

“I was in third grade the last time I
performed on the CDC stage and I am so
glad to be back! Between now and then

I got a degree from Princeton where I
had some of the best theatrical experi-
ences of my life. I am so excited to be
able to do this play again. Character
driven dramas are my favorite and these
characters are definitely dealing with
their fair share of drama. What really
makes this play special is how the sisters
are able to find moments of joy as they
come together again. As an actor, navi-
gating the changing relationships in the
midst of all of the history these sisters
have with each other is the best type of
challenge.”

Rounding out the rest of the cast
are Danielle Mastropiero as Chick,
Joe Leo as Doc, and Zach Mazout as
Barnette. The production will run from
Friday, February 16 through Satur-
day, February 24 and details and tick-
ets can be found by visiting
cdctheatre.org. CDC Theatre, New
Jersey’s oldest continuously produc-
ing community theatre is located at
78 Winans Avenue in Cranford.

ACTING CRIMINAL...The cast of Crimes of the Heart is busy rehearsing for their upcoming production at the CDC in
Cranford. Pictured, from left to right, are: Danielle Mastropiero, Joe Leo, Rebecca Dolan, Maeve Brady, Katherine Brown,
Zach Mazout.

JCC Youth Theater Group
Presents Shrek The Musical

Flavor and Filling For the
Whole Family at Bar Americana

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD –  There are few
things in life that make me feel as
content as a good beer and a big plate
of meat - and Bar Americana in
Cranford delivered both on Saturday

night. I don’t know if you know this
about me dear readers, but I love
meat - and clearly I’m raising a few
little carnivores.

For the main event I devoured a

plate of smoked brisket. The tender
meat was smoky and sweet, it tasted
exactly as advertised with the mes-
quite flavor shining through. I could
have done without the roasted corn,
which was a little over done, but the
cole slaw was a nice
tangy crunch to off-
set the sweet meat
and the fries were
perfectly cooked.

J.H. and his sister
both enjoyed the
fish tacos, noting
that it tasted like a
better and healthier
version than they’ve
had at other loca-
tions.

J.H. never misses
an opportunity to down a crock of
French Onion Soup, and it didn’t dis-
appoint with thick perfectly melted
cheese and delicious slow cooked
onions. The only thing we wished for
was a piece of bread to mop up the
last bits.

If you’re a garlic fan, the pizza is
out of this world with paper thin crust.

The burger choices are intriguing.
Made with a mixture of sirloin and
short rib, they were perfectly seared
with a crisp outer shell but soft and
juicy inside. While her older sister
and cousin stuck to the traditional

burger “Americana”, my
Leah was daring enough
to order the Mac &
Cheese Burger. While
eating it was a challenge
for my small fry, she was
not deterred. I was extra
proud of my niece who
managed to finish a
burger the size of her
head. The option of
regular or sweet potato
fries with the burgers
was a delicious change

of pace.
My mother-in-law didn’t leave any

of her Shrooms burger behind for us
to sample. Topped with Portobello
m u s h -
r o o m s ,
caramel-
ized on-
ions and
s m o t h -
ered in
c h e d d a r
cheese, it
l o o k e d
amazing.
Oh well,
just an-
other ex-
cuse to re-
turn.

W h i l e
they don’t
have a children’s menu, there were
plenty of options for our young din-
ers. It was nice to go to a place that
didn’t feel it had to “dumb down” its
menu, but had a high chair ready.

With a full service bar, there were
plenty of beers on tap or by the bottle,
as well as a nice selection of specialty
drinks. With an open setting and TV’s
on every wall, it’s perfect for the sport
watching crowd.

On Saturdays and Sundays they
serve brunch from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
and the menu is enticing with crab
cakes benedict and Jack Daniels
brioche French toast.

***
Bar Americana

24 North Avenue East, Cranford
(908) 276-3664

www.baramericananj.com
$$

Leah with the
Mac & Cheese Burger

Smoked Brisket

Fish Tacos

Auditions Set for Once
Upon A Mattress at CDC
CRANFORD – Once Upon A Mat-

tress is the final musical of the 2017-
2018 season at CDC Theatre in
Cranford. Auditions are set for Tues-
day, January 30 and Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 1 at 7 p.m. at CDC Theatre’s
longtime home, 78 Winans Avenue,
in Cranford.

Participants are asked to prepare a
32-bar cut of a comedic song and
bring sheet music in the appropriate
key. An accompanist will be provided.
Headshots and resumes are not re-
quired but gladly received. Perfor-
mances will be May 4,5,11,12,18,19
at 8 p.m. and May 12 at 2 p.m. Addi-
tional details can be found by visiting
cdctheatre.org

SCOTCH PLAINS – The JCC of
Central New Jersey’s Youth Com-
munity Theater Group, in its 10th
year, is excited to present Shrek
The Musical on Thursday, Febru-
ary 8 at 7 p.m., Saturday, February
10 at 7 p.m. and on Sunday, Febru-
ary 11 at 2 p.m. All performances
are at Terrill Middle School, 1301
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

This year, over 80 second through
eighth grade students from Scotch
Plains, Westfield, Cranford, and
Springfield bring this fun, funny
and heartwarming story to life.

Tickets can be purchased online
at www.brownpapertickets.com.
(Ticket sales will close 24 hours
prior to show dates.) Tickets can
also be purchased at the door based
on availability. For more informa-
tion, visit www.jccnj.org or con-
tact  Jordyn Barry at
jbarry@jccnj.org.

The JCC of Central New Jersey
is located at 1391 Martine Avenue
in Scotch Plains. The JCC of Cen-
tral New Jersey is a constituent

agency of the Jewish Federation of
Greater MetroWest NJ, United Way
of Greater Union County and the
Westfield United Fund. Financial
assistance is available for mem-
bership and various programs.



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-1  Thursday, January 25, 2018

goleader.com/ballyhoo

BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo
Submit commentary and items for publishing.

Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bonus points in face-to-face
bouts were hard to come by for
either team when the Cranford
High School wrestling team trav-
eled to Roselle Park to clash with
the Panthers on January 17. The
outcome came down to the final
bout where the Cougars needed
a pin to win by one but Abel
Crespo avoided a gallant effort
from Kyell Roper to emerge with
a 4-3 decision and to earn the
Panthers a 33-25 victory.

Each team did receive a forfeit

with Cougar Matt Savino getting
his hand raised at 285-lbs and
Panther Mark Montgomery fac-
ing no foes at 132-lbs and each
team recorded a fall with Cougar
Justin Alpaugh McLean showing
Jefferson Garcia the lights with a
half nelson in 2:07 at 170-lbs
and Panther Gabe Leo pinning
Jimmy Gluck with an arm bar
stack in 1:14 at 106-lbs. But
there were no technical falls, al-
though the Panthers received one
bonus point each via three major
decisions, while the Cougars re-
ceived just one.

After the opening bout at 170-
lbs, Panther Devin Hilburn re-
corded a Merkel-to-back
takedown, a duck under
takedown, a reversal and a last-
second takedown to seize an 11-
3, major decision over Zach
Blevins at 182-lbs but Cougar
Dylan Budnik answered with an
8-0, major decision of his own at
195-lbs, recording three
takedowns himself to top Ryan
Urban. Cougar Rob Schork be-
gan his 220-lb bout with Sean
Matthews with a shrug-and-yank
takedown and ended it with a
single-leg and trip takedown to
grab a 5-0 decision. After Savino
received his forfeit, the Cougars
had a 19-4 lead.

Leo’s pin at 106-lb narrowed

the margin to 19-10 then Cougar
Will Fernandez scrambled to get
two early takedowns then man-
aged to hold off Antonio
Antonucci, 4-3, at 113-lbs but
the Panthers were heading into
the meat of their lineup, begin-
ning at 120-lbs where Eddie
Hummel specialized in double-
leg and duck under takedowns to
claim a 12-4, major decision over
Pat Kalnins.

Next came a trio of Union
County Tournament champions.
Panther Matt Armamento re-
corded an escape and a takedown
in the second period and added a
low single-leg takedown to de-
feat Luke DiGiovanni, 5-1, at 126-
lbs. Montgomery received his
forfeit then Jon Mejia put on a
clinic of seven takedowns to reap
a 16-6, major decision over Dean

Smith at 138-lbs.
Mejia wasted little time getting

his first takedown with a head-
and-arm series, a move he would
use a few more times in the bout.

“My coach always tells me to
keep wrestling a full six minutes.
He wants me to wrestle a Panther
style, the way we wrestle in the
room, takedown after takedown.
That’s my style of wrestling. I
usually go to put points on the
board. That is what I am looking
for the whole match,” Mejia said.

Another of his takedowns was a
fireman’s in attempt to put his
opponent on his back.

“I like to go for a pin from a
fireman’s to his back. That’s my
favorite,” Mejia expressed. “I
don’t really like working on top
because I like getting points on

BENCIVENGA WINS AT 152, SCHORK (220), BUDNIK (195) ROLL; CRESPO NIPS ROPER AT 160

Panthers Hold Back Cougars in Wrestling Showdown, 33-25

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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the board [from takedowns].”
Mejia concluded his arsenal of

takedowns with a slick arm drag.
“I use it in the room. My coach

tells me to use it in a match. I
have a tough time with real good
guys but it works on mostly ev-
eryone,” Mejia said.

Mejia’s victory gave the Pan-
thers a 27-22 lead with only three
bouts remaining, so the pressure
was on the three remaining Cou-
gars, Conor Halpin (145-lbs), AJ
Bencivenga (152-lbs) and Roper
(160-lbs). Halpin’s bout was
scoreless until Panther Elvin
Guerrero escaped in the third
period and added a takedown at
the very end to win, 3-0.

“I lost to Elvin in counties, 3-2,
but Halpin wrestled pretty good
against him. I was hoping to see
him [Guerrero] today but he

ended up going [1]45 and I went
[1]52,” Bencivenga said.

With the team score, 30-22,
Bencivenga needed, at least, a
win but hopefully a pin and he
began his bout with Dylan Camilo
with a head-and-arm walkaround
takedown. In the second period,
Bencivenga went to a fireman’s
takedown in an effort to flip
Camilo to his back.

“My left shoulder is hurt right
now, so I kept trying to come
leftside to a dump to get the six
points but he kept fighting off his
back. Then I was trying cradles
on top but he kept off his back,”
Bencivenga explained.

Near the end of the bout
Bencivenga gave it one last ef-
fort with a step-through
takedown. He may not have re-
corded a pin but he did win, 9-5.

“I had almost like an overhook.
I came inside trip down to his
back but I didn’t get the pin. I
was trying to get six so we could
win this match but the team got
some good wins. We did pretty
good but it didn’t go in our fa-
vor,” Bencivenga said.

The final bout between Roper

and Crespo was a doozy. Crespo
scored first with a double-leg
takedown but for the remainder
of the bout, Roper tried every-
thing he could to put Crespo on
his back, including multiple
Spread Eagle attempts (basically
a spladle initiated from the top
position). But he did clamp
Crespo in a cradle to take a 3-2
lead at the end of two periods.
Crespo managed to get a rever-
sal in the third period to earn a 4-
3 victory.

“He did everything he could. He
put in all the top work. He’s done
a lot for us this year. He lost his
wrestleoff in the beginning but he
came back, won his wrestleoff and
he’s doing good for our team right
now,” Bencivenga said of Roper.

“I had my faith in Abel. I knew
he could fight off his back the

whole match. He’s a tough wres-
tler. He has good gas. He doesn’t
get tired. I knew that I could
count on Abel,” Mejia said.

“Both teams showed up today.
They ended up winning more of
the duels but we wrestled good.
We will bounce back,” Bencivenga
promised.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
170: — Alpaugh-McLean (C) p Garcia 2:07
182: — Hilburn (R) md Blevins 11-3
195: — Budnik (C) md Urban 8-0
220: — Schork (C) d Matthews 5-0
Hwt: — Savino (C) won forfeit
106: — Leo (R) p Gluck 1:14
113: — Fernandez (C) d Antonucci 4-3
120: — Hummel (R) md Kalnins 12-4
126: — Armamento (R) d DiGiovanni 5-1
132: — Montgomery (R) won forfeit
138: — Mejia (R) md Smith 16-6
145: — Guerrero (R) d Halpin 3-0
152: — Bencivenga (C) d Camilo 9-5
160: — Crespo (R) d Roper 4-3
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Eminent Domain Removed
From Prop. In Study Area

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Eminent domain
has been removed from the study
to determine if a parcel of land in
the downtown can be designated
an area in need of redevelop-
ment. The township committee
voted Tuesday, 3-to-2, to super-
sede a resolution passed last year
and replace it with a resolution
authorizing the committee re-
quest to the planning board to
undertake conducting a study of
North Avenue East to determine
if it can be designated a non-
condemnation area in need of
redevelopment and/or area in
need of rehabilitation.

In addition, the committee has
removed a number of properties
from the list that include viable
businesses in that area. The reso-
lution, Mayor Thomas Hannen,

Jr. said, would request the plan-
ning board only include town-
ship-owned properties made up
of the municipal parking lot 1 and
fire station, the former MDTV
building at 27 North Avenue East,
a parking area and roadway ad-
jacent to the train line, a parking
lot on 26-30 North Avenue East,
as well as Swan Cleaners at 44
North Avenue East in the study.

“I believe we should preserve
eminent domain with respect to
Swan Cleaners,” said Deputy
Mayor Ann Dooley, who voted
against the amended resolution.
She said the township would not
be liable to pay for any environ-
mental hazard remediation at the
Swan Cleaners site if there was a
condemnation designation.

“This action to not include emi-
nent domain really challenges us

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
NO LONGER EMINENT...The Cranford Township Committee voted 3 to 2 on
Tuesday night to remove the option of eminent domain on the properties pictured
along North Avenue East facing eastbound.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — New Jersey
American Water (American Wa-
ter) field operations manager
Michael Bange offered a proposal
to Mayor Charles Lombardo and
the borough council of a $3-mil-
lion water main revitalization
program for Garwood’s south side
at Tuesday’s governing body
meeting.

American Water would pay for
pipe restoration, absorbing the
$3-million cost burden. The res-
toration will improve water qual-
ity and water pressure. An offi-
cial presentation will be made,
including a question-and-answer
period, for concerned residents
at the Tuesday, February 13
council meeting.

Mr. Bange said restoring pipes
would reduce water-main breaks.
He said a projected reduction in
municipal dollars spent on bor-
ough insurance would coincide
with a better water flow used to
fight fires.

He said American Water will
pay for all before and after con-
struction costs needed to access
the pipes. He also said that Ameri-
can Water is responsible for
curbside landscape repairs while
homeowners are responsible
from the left side of the curb to
the water valve outside their
homes.

Mr. Bange said the restoration
process will begin with fire hy-
drants and other service valves.
The process will happen in vari-
ous phases beginning in Febru-
ary with a mid-October end date.

“The good outweighs the nega-
tive,” said Councilwoman Sara
Todisco, as she reflected on the
“long-term benefits” the project
brings to the borough at no cost
to the taxpayer.

Mr. Bange said all residents will

be notified with specific details
on how long each phase will be
and what each phase entails. He
said American Water has com-
pleted similar projects in other
towns, “spreading the money
around” to update servicing
pipes.

He said that American Water
construction inspector RJ
Serridge will distribute his num-
ber to all affected households to
provide resourceful information
or resolve any unexpected is-
sues throughout the project.

In other business, the council
introduced an ordinance increas-
ing the Department of Public
Works (DPW) foreman salary
from the current three extra dol-
lars per hour to six extra dollars
per hour. Mayor Lombardo be-
came the deciding vote as the
council was deadlocked between
three yes votes and three no
votes.

Councilwoman Blumenstock in-

New Jersey American Water Discusses
$3-Million Water Main Upgrade

troduced the ordinance on behalf
of the streets and roads sub-
committee. The pay rate is in
comparison to hourly for entry-
level DPW employees or “labor-
ers,” Ms. Blumenstock stated.
Ms. Blumenstock said a foreman’s
responsibilities have increased
over the last several decades.

“It turns out that the salary
rate has not been looked at or
changed in two decades. Labor-
ers grandfathered in may be
making the same or close to a
foreman. Benefits are no longer
fully paid for,” Ms. Blumenstock
added.

The streets and roads commit-
tee voted 2 to 1 on whether or
not to place the ordinance intro-
duction prior to the council meet-
ing. Councilman Marc Lazarow
and Ms. Blumenstock supported
the measure on the agenda while
Councilman Richard McCormack
did not.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Property Owners Refute
Claims of Disrepair

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A group of busi-
ness owners along North Avenue
East between Centennial Avenue
and Alden Street said Wednes-
day that their properties are be-
ing labeled as condemned or
derelict when one searches their
properties online.

This comes as a result of the
township hiring a planner to con-
duct a study of this parcel of
land, as well as the fire house
and the municipal parking lot 1
on North Union and Springfield
Avenues, to determine if the area
can be classified as a condemna-
tion area in need of redevelop-

ment, which would provide the
township power of eminent do-
main.

“How are all of our properties
condemned on Google?” Rose
Finocchiaro, co-owner of
Carmen’s Auto Repair, asked in a
roundtable meeting held between
business owners of North Av-
enue East and Township Com-
missioner Jean-Albert
Maisonneuve, as well as Down-
town Management Corporation
(DMC) Chairwoman Kathleen
Prunty and DMC members An-
thony Durante and owner of
Kilkenny House, Barry
O’Donovan.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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to do any redevelopment. That
area has been in need of rehabili-
tation for over a decade,” said
Commissioner Jean-Albert
Maisonneuve, who also voted
against amending the resolution.

The township’s affordable-
housing obligation also plays a
part in the idea to redevelop this
part of North Avenue, Ms. Dooley
said. The township has been or-
dered by the State Superior
Court, Union County, to have its
obligations in place by the end of
this year.

“You can’t do it on property
owners’ back,” resident Rita
LaBrutto said during public com-
ment.

“I think we have other options,”
Commissioner Mary O’Connor
said. She said rehabilitating the
area could be done by having
discussions with the property
owners to create a cohesive
streetscape, and have redevel-
opment in the area, “without dis-
rupting family-owned businesses
that are Cranford staples.”

Some of the business owners
who operate in the study area
said the township should have
let them know the committee
was to vote on a resolution to
conduct a study.

“While there are some people
who want to see this town have a
more urban setting, I don’t be-
lieve most of our residents of any
generation, from millennials to
seniors, want that. The township
needs to fulfill its affordable-
housing obligation but, “we need
to do it without losing our iden-
tity,” Commissioner O’Connor
said.

Resident Kathy Allegro sug-
gested the township have a pro-
fessional present to the commu-
nity an explanation of the
township’s affordable-housing
obligations.

One resident asked that the
committee consider the flooding
issues within the township be-

fore governing body members
allow more development. “I
would love to see more open
space,” resident Dawn Nalepa
said during public comment.

“I don’t want any more high-
density (housing),” Ms. Nalepa
said.

Mai Reitmeyer, who grew up in
Cranford, moved back to the
township five years ago, “be-
cause we love that Cranford is a
place we can literally run our
errands, go to Marino’s to get
fresh fish, go to Breadsmith and
get bread, and get fresh veg-

etables from Dreyer’s...It’s like
Europe.”

As a way to improve the
streetscape, Ms. Nalepa also sug-
gested the township have the
owner of Swan Cleaners paint
the outside and talk to the owner
of the gas station on the corner
of Springfield and North Avenues
about doing some work on his
building and adding some bushes.

Converting the township park-
ing lot on North Avenue that is
part of the study area into a
commuter lot also was proposed
by Ms. Nalepa.

“(The salary) is still at the low
end of surrounding towns, but
what we think is fair and equi-
table,” said Ms. Blumenstock, in
comparing DPW foreman pay to
surrounding towns.

Both Mr. Lazarow and Ms.
Todisco said they supported Ms.
Blumenstock’s assertion on a
need for an “equitable pay for
borough employees.”

Ms. Todisco said she does not
support holding Garwood em-
ployees to a lesser pay standard
by viewing “Garwood in a bubble.”
She said the borough should in-

stead analyze what other sur-
rounding towns are doing when
making decisions.

Mr. Sarno stated the raise will
cost the borough an estimated
extra $10,000 per year. He ques-
tioned how the raise can be given
before a financial budget is final-
ized.

Resident Kathy Villaggio stated
the raise should not be awarded
until after the 2018 budget is
finalized. Ms. Villaggio stated a
little extra wait to make a deci-
sion would be reasonable, espe-
cially since the wait has been
more than two decades.

“What precedent are we set-
ting for other borough employ-
ees?” said Mr. McCormack, ask-
ing fellow council members if pay
increases will be suggested or
requested in other departments.

“Fair and equitable? I would
love to give everyone a 50-mil-
lion-dollar raise,” said Ms.
Cuccaro, questioning where
money will come from to accom-
modate the raise in the budget.

“How did this originate? How
come it wasn’t discussed before-
hand?” asked Councilman Sarno.

Councilman Sarno criticized the
raise as an ordinance introduc-
tion because it was introduced
directly to the agenda versus
being discussed during the work-
shop meeting and investigated
by the sub-committee.

“Sometimes it is hard to un-see
facts,” said Ms. Todisco, refer-
ring to the sub-committee’s dis-
covery in pay disparity, prompt-
ing the introduction of the ordi-
nance.

Mayor Lombardo said he be-
lieves in the committee system.

Ms. Todisco thanked Mr.
McCormack for meeting with her
to discuss council matters in a
professional yet private setting.
Ms. Todisco stated this is an ex-
ample of bipartisanship needed
to foster well-discussed decisions
for borough residents.

Amer. Water Discusses UpgradeEminent Domain Removed from Property in Study

When the planning board held
a presentation last week of the
study drafted by Planner Mike
Mistretta of Harbor Consultants,
business owners and residents
packed the municipal chambers
to protest against the use of
eminent domain.

Harbor’s report concludes the
entire study area be declared a
condemnation area in need of
redevelopment. The property
owners who attended
Wednesday’s meeting wanted to
understand how their properties
could be classified as derelict
considering they keep up their
properties.

“My building is in
disrepair...that’s a joke,” said
Gary Goodman, who owns the
two-story property on the corner
of Alden Street and North Av-
enue East.

Ralph Brunette, who owns the
two-story property next door to
Mr. Goodman’s at 25 North Av-
enue East, said the study is not
representative of the upkeep he
does to his building, which houses

a new salon and apartments
above. “Or does the town say
make it look as bad as you can?”
to the planner conducting the
study, Mr. Brunette said.

“I have a building — it is perfec-
tion — I may sue him,” referring
to Harbor Consultants, Mr. Bru-
nette said.

Judy Swick, owner of Chapman
Bros., a local plumbing business
founded in 1932, and Mr. Bru-
nette have both sought legal
counsel.

Hector Alvarez, who owns Bar
Americana, as well as Ms. Swick,
said they both have plans to
expand their property, to add a
residential use above the ground
level, but now that their proper-
ties are marked as condemned
it would make it difficult for them
to move forward with the ex-
pansion.

Mr. Alvarez added that should
he be forced out that his liquor
license could not be moved. Bar
Americana is a fairly new res-
taurant and bar, that was com-
pletely remodeled and changed
its name (formerly Cervantes of
Spain).

“If you go to refinance, get a
loan, the bank will see your area

is in a redevelopment zone, con-
demned. You will have to go
through hurdles,” Mr. Goodman
said.

“It makes me nauseous your
properties will be undervalued,”
Commissioner Maisonneuve said.

Mr. Goodman asked if the prop-
erty owner or business owner
will receive a letter from the town-
ship saying the property will not
be taken.

“What is the response going to
be in those scenarios?” Ms. Swick
asked.

“The harm that is done to ev-
eryone — it is suicidal,” Mr.
Alvarez said.

Some of the questions the busi-
ness owners want answered are,
what prompted this study, can
the study be changed to only
include the closed Swan Clean-
ers property and the MDTV build-
ing, what are the next steps, how
much will this study cost, how
much does the township project
to make should a developer buy
the land, and what is the
township’s strategy.

“I will be at Monday’s meeting
and I will bring up every point,
every concern,” Mr. Maisonneuve
said.

* Property Owners Refute Claims of Disrepair *

Probitas Verus Honos
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Personalized Learning Showcased
At Cranford BOE Meeting

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Cranford High
School English teacher Michelle
Balseiro showcased Voice and
Choice, a form of personalized
learning that is going on at Cran-
ford High School, at the Cranford
Board of Education (BOE) meet-
ing Monday night.

Voice and Choice is a set of
interconnected ideas that allows
students to decide what they
want to study, who they want to
study with, what outcomes to
expect and when and where they
do their work.

Mrs. Balseiro told the board, “I
ask the students in the very begin-
ning of the year, ‘what do you want
to learn, what type of learner are
you,’ but more importantly, ‘are
you a student or a learner,’” and
the definition between the two.

“It took a while for students to
actually change over to that con-
cept of I would like to be a learner,
and not only that, but I have a
passion, I have an interest,” Mrs.
Balseiro further commented.

Some of the projects spotlighted

that illustrate personalized learn-
ing include creating a live stream
gaming freestyle rap, volunteer-
ing at animal shelters and nurs-
ery schools, a field trip to ESPN
Sports Center, interviewing a sur-
geon and designing a replica of a
solar power cultivator.

Cranford High School sopho-
more Elizabeth Pereira, who ex-
periences personalized learning
firsthand in Mrs. Balseiro’s class,
told the board she felt it was a
“safe environment” for students,
with the support of the teacher.

“Being able to actually do some-
thing out of my comfort zone is a
big deal for me,” Ms. Pereira
added, “and having this person-
alized learning allows you to ac-
tually want to do this.”

Board President Kurt Petschow,
Jr. praised the students who stood
to speak on behalf of personal-
ized learning for their gained
confidence and commented “the
passion of what you are learning
is coming out.”

In other board business, Su-
perintendent of Schools Scott

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Township Committee made the
following appointments at its re-
organization meeting on January
2: (This is only a partial list due
to space considerations).

Township Commissioner Ap-
pointments: Commissioner of Fi-
nance, Mary O’Connor; Commis-
sioner of Public Safety, Patrick F.
Giblin; Commissioner Public
Works/Engineering, Ann Dooley;
Commissioner of Public Affairs,
Jean-Albert Maisonneuve; Mayor
Thomas H. Hannen, Jr., liaison
for senior citizen issues;  Com-
missioner Jean-Albert
Maisonneuve, liaison to Cham-
ber of Commerce;

Planning Board: Christopher
Chapman, one year; Andrew
Cossa, four years; Bobbi Ander-
son, four years, and Mayor Tho-
mas H. Hannen, Jr., and Com-
missioner Ann Dooley, both one
year; Zoning Board, Mary Ann
Hay, Alternate No. 2, two years,
Christine Daly, four years, and
David Salomon, four year.

Township Officials: Mark J.
Cassidy, municipal court judge,
three years; Ryan Cooper, town-
ship attorney, one year; Lavona
Patterson, chief financial officer;
Patricia Donahue, municipal
clerk, three years; Auditors,
Suplee Clooney and Company;
Bond Counsel, Steven Rogut,
Rogut McCarthy LLC; Jeffery
Surenian and Associates, Inc.,
affordable housing legal services;
Wanda Chin Monahan, LLC, re-
development legal services;
Norman Albert, municipal pros-
ecutor, one year; Mark Rothman,
Robbins and Robbins, LLP, alter-
nate municipal prosecutor, one
year; John DeMassi, Schiller and
Pittenger, public defender, one
year; Jared B. Weiss, Fruchter,
Weiss and Associates, alternate
public defender, one year; engi-
neering services, DW Smith As-
sociates, LLC, Maser Consulting,
CME Associates, Maxtrix New
World, Becht Engineering BT,

Inc., Harbor Consultants, Inc.,
French and Parrello Assoc., Mott
MacDonald and PEi-Prestige En-
vironmental.

Labor attorney, Riker, Danzig,
Scherer, Hyland and Perretti, LLP;
planning services, Maser Con-
sulting and Harbor Consultants.

Downtown District Manage-
ment Corporation: Margaret
Sacco, owner member, three
years, Steve Needle, owner, three
years, and Anthony Durante,
chairman, one year;

Municipal Alliance: Beth Balaban,
Terry Darling, Superintendent of
Schools Scott Rubin, MaryAnne
Del Nigro-Mason, Marigrace Flynn,
and William Ilaria, chairman, Nadia
Jones (police officer), Elizabeth
Kellett, Township Sanitarian
Monika Koscova-Jencik, Linda S.
Leifer, Elizabeth Lynch, Michael
Mason, Kathleen Murray, Police
Sgt. Matthew Nazzaro, Alexandra
Paulyson, Elyse Pravda, Recre-
ation and Parks Director Stephen
Robertazzi, Inessa Vaccaro, Aaryn
Wichelns, Susan Wilson, Police
Chief Ryan Greco, Brad Young,
and Commissioner/Liaison
O’Connor, and Maryanne Del Ne-

Cranford Township Appointments
gro-Mason, as Municipal Alliance
Program coordinator, one year
term.

Commissioner/Liaison to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity, Mary O’Connor, one year;
Kathleen Prunty, liaison to the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition, one
year;

Union County League of Mu-
nicipalities, Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr., representative, and
Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley, alter-
nate representative; Union
County Transportation Advisory
Board, Kathleen Prunty, town-
ship delegate, and Ben Cohen,
alternate delegate.

Cranford Democrats to Host
Congressional Cands. Events
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Democrats will be hosting the
seven Democratic candidates
competing to take on Republican
Congressman Leonard Lance at
two “Meet and Greet” events at
the Cranford Community Center.

On Tuesday, February 6, the
organization will host Democrats
Goutam Jois of Summit, Tom
Malinowski of Rocky Hill, Cranford
resident David Pringle and Scott
Salmon of Scotch Plains. The event
will be held at 7 p.m. Two weeks
later, on Thursday, February 22,
Cranford Democrats will host Pe-

ter Jacob of Union, Lisa
Mandelblatt of Westfield and Ber-
keley Heights resident Linda We-
ber. The event will also be held at
7 p.m. at the Community Center.

“We want to give voters an
opportunity to ask questions of
all the candidates and also to
speak with them one on one in a
casual setting,” Cranford Demo-
cratic Chairman John Salerno
said. “Democrats have an his-
toric opportunity to re-take the
House of Representatives in 2018
and voters have a remarkable
and diverse group of candidates
to choose from this year.”

Ultimately, Democrats will
make their choice for standard-
bearer on Primary Election Day,
Tuesday, June 5. Whomever is
chosen will run against Congress-
man Lance in the Tuesday, No-
vember 6 General Election.

There are 75 towns in the 7th
Congressional District with
Cranford the eighth largest by
voter registration. The 7th Dis-
trict is one of only 23 Republican-
held districts that were carried by
Democrat Hillary Clinton in 2016.

Temple to Present
Bagels and Babies

CRANFORD — Parents of young
children are invited to attend
Bagels and Babies with their
youngsters on Sunday, February
4, from 10:30 a.m. to noon, at
Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim.

In addition to bagels, there will
be ample informal play and so-
cial time, plus some music and
songs.

There is no charge to attend.
However, if possible, interested
persons are asked to RSVP to
Jessica.suckerman@gmail.com,
preferably by Wednesday, Janu-
ary 31. Temple Beth-El Mekor
Chayim is located at 338 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford.CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Auditions Set for Once
Upon A Mattress at CDC
CRANFORD – Once Upon A Mat-

tress is the final musical of the
2017-2018 season at CDC The-
atre in Cranford. Auditions are
set for Tuesday, January 30 and
Wednesday, February 1 at 7 p.m.
at CDC Theatre’s longtime home,
78 Winans Avenue, in Cranford.

Participants are asked to pre-
pare a 32-bar cut of a comedic
song and bring sheet music in
the appropriate key. An accom-
panist will be provided.
Headshots and resumes are not
required but gladly received. Per-
formances will be May
4,5,11,12,18,19 at 8 p.m. and
May 12 at 2 p.m. Additional de-
tails can be found by visiting
cdctheatre.org
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Local Letters to the Editor
Transit-Oriented Developments

Are Not Suburban Sprawl
We have read The Westfield

Leader editorials opposing the
transit-oriented development
around train stations in Cranford,
Westfield, Fanwood and Garwood
for a number of years now. We
have never really understood
such vitriol, as such develop-
ment always made sense to us.
Transforming underutilized,
underperforming (from a tax per-
spective), many times contami-
nated properties into productive,
socially active mixed commer-
cial/residential properties that
provides housing and jobs for
people from all walks of life within
close proximity to our local train
stations just seemed right. You
now can live, work and play in
one neighborhood.

In last week’s editorial, the edi-
tor called such development “sub-
urban sprawl”; clearly the writer
does not understand the term.
Let’s try to change that. Subur-
ban sprawl is low-density hous-
ing on large properties. It is dis-
orderly, intra-related low-den-
sity housing where one can only
get around in a car. It is
McMansions on sprawling acre-
age in our outer suburbs. It is
where New Jersey residents have
to drive their cars miles to get a
gallon of milk, or a Friday night
pizza, or a job. It is what led to
court decisions such as “Mount
Laurel,” which determined that
sprawl, which led to New Jersey
residents not being able to afford
housing in the very towns in which
they were raised, was unconsti-
tutional. It is where taxpayer
dollars must be invested at a far
higher per-capita base to sup-
port infrastructure than in our
towns. If The Westfield Leader
editor doesn’t like that kind of
development, then we agree. But
luckily, the local towns in which

we live do not suffer from subur-
ban sprawl. Our towns are grid
and small lot-based communi-
ties centered on downtowns, ser-
viced by mass transit which is far
more tax dollar efficient than
suburban sprawl communities.

The further we develop away
from our downtown areas, our
trains and our train stations, the
more we create sprawl. But de-
velopment, within one half mile
of our train stations, is the exact
antithesis of suburban sprawl.
We hope The Westfield Leader
editor now sees the difference!
And can maybe begin to support
how such anti-sprawl\transit-
based development is actually
the saving grace for our place-
based communities.

Bill Nierstedt, Garwood
Jack Molenaar, Fanwood Council

Rubin, Ed.D. relayed to board
members that state monitoring,
required every three years, had
been completed for the district.

“The state has granted Cranford
an equivalency waiver so we
maintain our high performance
status,” Superintendent Rubin
told the board, and attributed
this success to “our students,
our faculty, and to the board and
our community at large.”

The superintendent gave the
board an update on the strategic
planning process, saying the com-
mittee recently met and reviewed
a proposal for a survey that would
go out late this week or early next
week to the community at large
to get some feedback.

The next board of education
meeting is scheduled for Mon-
day, February 12, at 7:30 p.m.

Learning Showcased

GARWOOD
Friday, January 19, Nicole A.

Salcedo-Twaddle, 34, of Rahway
was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI)
after police responded to a North
Avenue restaurant on a report of
an unresponsive female in the
driver’s seat of a black Acura TLX
which was at the drive-through
window. On scene officers ob-
served the vehicle running and
the driver was still unresponsive.
After several minutes of banging
on the window the officers were
able to wake the operator, iden-
tified as Salcedo-Twaddle. While
speaking to Salcedo-Twaddle the
officers observed her to be inco-
herent and could smell an odor of
an alcoholic beverage emanat-
ing from her breath. Police con-
ducted field sobriety tests and
determined that Salcedo-
Twaddle was impaired. She was
then placed under arrest and
transported to police headquar-
ters. It also was determined that
there was an outstanding war-
rant for her in the amount of
$260 out of Elizabeth. Salcedo-
Twaddle was issued a summons
and released pending her court
date after posting bail on the
Elizabeth warrant.

CRANFORD
Wednesday, January 10,

Vasilios Elzahr, 39, of Elizabeth
was arrested on charges of pos-
session of a Controlled Danger-
ous Substance (CDS) and pos-
session of paraphernalia after a
2016 Ford was stopped at the
intersection of North Avenue East
and Carpenter Place for a seatbelt
violation. Following an investi-
gation at the scene, police lo-
cated suspected crack cocaine
inside the vehicle. Elzahr was
arrested, processed and released
pending a Superior Court ap-
pearance.

Wednesday, January 10, Bran-
don Tinneny, 22, of Staten Is-
land, N.Y., was arrested on
charges of possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of paraphernalia
after a 1992 Infiniti was stopped
at the intersection of Centennial
Avenue and Hayes Street for a
brake light violation. Following
an investigation at the scene,
police located suspected mari-
juana inside the vehicle. Tinneny
was arrested, processed and re-
leased pending a Municipal Court
appearance.

Wednesday, January 10,
Amanda Kenney, 34, of Edison
was arrested and charged with
possession of paraphernalia af-
ter a 2004 Jeep was stopped at
the intersection of North Avenue
East and the Garden State Park-
way 137 Exchange for a cracked
windshield and a brake light vio-
lation. Following an investiga-
tion at the scene, police arrested
Kenney for possession of drug
paraphernalia that was located
inside the car. Once processed,
she was released pending a Mu-
nicipal Court appearance.

Thursday, January 11, Javier
Loango, 41, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI) after
a 2013 Honda was stopped on
South Avenue West and Elise
Street for erratic driving. Follow-

ing an investigation at the scene,
police arrested Loango for DWI.
In addition, he was issued motor
vehicle summonses for refusal to
consent to the taking of breath
samples, tinted windows and
careless driving. Loango was re-
leased pending a Municipal Court
appearance.

Friday, January 12, Dennis
Tomala, 22, of Linden was ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia after a
2005 Chevrolet was stopped at
the intersection of Centennial
Avenue and Cayuga Road for a
brake light out. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene, police
located suspected marijuana in-
side the vehicle. Tomala, a pas-
senger in the vehicle, was ar-
rested, processed and released
pending a Municipal Court ap-
pearance.

Sunday, January 14, Troy
Larkins, 32, of Belleville was ar-
rested on charges of possession
of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and posses-
sion of paraphernalia after a 2018
Ford was stopped at the inter-
section of Centennial Avenue and
Raritan Road for the operator
failing to maintain his lane. Fol-
lowing an investigation at the
scene, police located suspected
marijuana inside the vehicle.

University of Rhode Island
Announces Dean's List

KINGSTON, R.I. – The Univer-
sity of Rhode Island is pleased to
announce that 5,500 under-
graduates have qualified for the
fall 2017 Dean's List. The stu-
dents represent nearly all of
Rhode Island's cities and towns,
all six New England states, New
York and New Jersey, and many
other states and nations.

To be included on the Dean's
List, students must have com-
pleted 12 or more credits during
a semester for letter grades with

at least a 3.30 quality point aver-
age. Part-time students qualify
with the accumulation of 12 cred-
its with a 3.30 quality point aver-
age. The list includes students
who have not yet declared their
majors as well as those from all
of the University's undergradu-
ate academic colleges.

The following students have been
named to URI's fall 2017 Dean's
List: Abigail Collyer of Cranford,
Taylor Grant of Cranford, William
O'Connor of Cranford.

Larkins was arrested, processed
and released pending a Munici-
pal Court appearance.
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Flavor and Filling For the
Whole Family at Bar Americana

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD –  There are few
things in life that make me feel as
content as a good beer and a big
plate of meat - and Bar Ameri-
cana in Cranford delivered both
on Saturday night. I don’t know

if you know this about me dear
readers, but I love meat - and
clearly I’m raising a few little
carnivores.

For the main event I devoured
a plate of smoked brisket. The
tender meat was smoky and
sweet, it tasted exactly as adver-
tised with the mesquite flavor
shining through. I could have
done without the roasted corn,
which was a little over done, but
the cole slaw was a nice tangy
crunch to offset the sweet meat
and the fries were perfectly
cooked.

J.H. and his sister both enjoyed
the fish tacos, noting that it tasted
like a better and healthier ver-
sion than they’ve had at other
locations.

J.H. never misses an opportu-
nity to down a crock of French
Onion Soup, and it didn’t disap-
point with thick perfectly melted
cheese and delicious
slow cooked onions.
The only thing we
wished for was a piece
of bread to mop up
the last bits.

If you’re a garlic fan,
the pizza is out of this
world with paper thin
crust.

The burger choices
are intriguing. Made
with a mixture of sir-
loin and short rib,
they were perfectly
seared with a crisp
outer shell but soft
and juicy inside.
While her older sister and cousin
stuck to the traditional burger
“Americana”, my Leah was dar-
ing enough to order the Mac &
Cheese Burger. While eating it
was a challenge for my small fry,
she was not deterred. I was extra

proud of my niece who managed
to finish a burger the size of her
head. The option of regular or
sweet potato fries with the
burgers was a delicious change
of pace.

My mother-in-law didn’t leave

any of her Shrooms burger be-
hind for us to sample. Topped
with Portobello mushrooms, cara-
melized onions and smothered in

cheddar cheese, it
looked amazing. Oh
well, just another ex-
cuse to return.

While they don’t
have a children’s
menu, there were
plenty of options for
our young diners. It
was nice to go to a
place that didn’t feel
it had to “dumb down”
its menu, but had a
high chair ready.

With a full service
bar, there were plenty
of beers on tap or by
the bottle, as well as

a nice selection of specialty
drinks. With an open setting and
TV’s on every wall, it’s perfect for
the sport watching crowd.

On Saturdays and Sundays they
serve brunch from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. and the menu is enticing
with crab cakes benedict and
Jack Daniels brioche French toast.

***
Bar Americana

24 North Avenue East, Cranford
(908) 276-3664

www.baramericananj.com
$$

Leah with the
Mac & Cheese Burger

Smoked Brisket

Fish Tacos

 Volunteers Are Needed for
County Teen Arts Festival

CRANFORD – The Union County
Teen Arts Festival provides an
opportunity for volunteers to get
involved with artists, teachers
and students. The festival is a
two-day celebration of the arts.
It is held annually at Union County
College in Cranford and is spon-
sored by the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders through
the Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs in the Department of
Parks and Recreation.

This year’s Teen Arts Festival is
scheduled for Thursday and Fri-
day, March 15 and March 16. The
event is open to all students from

public, charter, private and pa-
rochial middle and high schools
in Union County.

“Nearly 3,500 students partici-
pate in performances, critiquing
seminars, master classes and
workshops with a staff of 55 pro-
fessional artists in every discipline
– visual art, music, creative writ-
ing, theater and dance,” said Free-
holder Chairman Sergio Granados.

“Volunteers are needed to as-
sist artists with workshops, man-
age performance sites and staff
information stations,” said Free-
holder Bruce H. Bergen, who
serves as the Freeholder Liaison
on the Cultural and Heritage Ad-
visory Board. “Volunteers get to
experience the great creative
work our kids are doing. It’s a lot
of fun for everyone involved!”

Volunteers are asked to con-
tact the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs at
633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth. Tele-
phone: (908) 558-2550; NJ Re-
lay Users call 711. Or e-mail us
at: culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Congratulations to
Sgt. Philip Lewis

GARWOOD -- Officer Philip
Lewis was sworn in January 2 as
the newest sergeant in the Bor-
ough of Garwood Police Depart-
ment. Sgt. Lewis has been a
member of the department for
seven years where, in addition to
patrol, he serves as the lead
training officer as well as a fire-
arms instructor.

Prior to his service to the people
of Garwood, Sgt. Lewis served
honorably in the United States
Marine Corps, where he also
achieved the rank of sergeant.

According to the Garwood Po-
lice Department, “his leadership,
experience and dedication are a
true asset to the department and
the residents of Garwood.”

SGT. LEWIS...Sergeant Philip Lewis
takes his oath joined by, pictured left to
right, his wife, Allie Lewis, daughter,
Brielle; son, Connor, holding Bible,
and Garwood Mayor Charles
Lombardo.
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