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Zoning Board Re-Elects
Chairman, Vice-Chairman

Downtown Committee Sets
Ambitious Agenda For ’18

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The down-
town redevelopment committee meet-
ing last week kicked off what will be
a very busy year as efforts to revital-
ize and redevelop the downtown busi-
ness district shift into higher gear.

At its January 10 reorganization
meeting, Mayor Alexander Smith, the
committee’s chairman, thanked mem-
bers for the “hard work and time and
interest they put in last year” when the
committee, which was formed last
March, “accomplished much.”

The bulk of last week’s meeting
was spent reviewing the committee’s
annual report that it is sending to the
township council. Thomas Strowe,
the township’s redevelopment coor-
dinator, reviewed some of the report’s
key points, starting with the survey
done last fall finding that 86 percent
of respondents supported the general
concept of downtown redevelopment.
The committee also concluded that
increased density of development,
additional commercial square foot-
age and residential units “will help
form the critical mass of residents
and businesses needed for a success-
ful and sustainable downtown,” Mr.
Strowe said.

The township’s affordable-housing
requirements will “drive mixed-use
development of the downtown,” Mr.
Strowe said. With the township now
having reached a settlement of litiga-
tion regarding its affordable-housing
obligations, it is expected that the
process of not only building new hous-
ing but also expanding commercial
and retail space in the downtown will
start up in earnest this year. The initial
focus will be on the municipal-owned
properties between Bartle Avenue and

Grand Street where the Scotch Plains
Public Library and municipal park-
ing lot are located and on the town-
ship lot, municipal building and fire
house on Park Avenue.

The first-responder buildings for
the police and fire departments and
the rescue squad will be relocated
outside the downtown, and it is pos-
sible that the township’s administra-
tive functions also will be relocated.
There has been some talk of
repurposing the municipal building
as a possible community center or
redeveloping that property altogether.
The library, Mr. Strowe said, “is a key
resource and a key attraction” for the
downtown, and it is likely that a new
facility — built with assistance from
proceeds from a state library con-
struction bond that was approved by
voters in November — is in the cards.

Mr. Strowe also called attention to
the concept of having Scotch Plains
designated as a transit village, which
would include a park-and-ride bus
station on or near Route 22 and estab-
lishing a jitney service to transport
residents around town and to and
from nearby train stations. The

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment last week re-
elected Ken Anderson as chairman
for 2018 and Rich Duthie as vice-
chairman.

At its reorganization meeting on
January 11, a week after its sched-
uled meeting was postponed due to
the snowstorm, Mr. Anderson and
John Lama were sworn in for four-
year terms that run through the end
of 2021. Albert Muller was sworn in
as an alternate for two years through
2019 while Richard Polhamus will
fill an unexpired term through the
end of this year.

In other business, the board me-
morialized several approvals it had
voted on at its December 7 meeting.
Brian Santos was given permission
to construct a shed in the rear yard of

his home at 250 Mountain Avenue.
Rutland and Jocelyn Paal were given
permission to construct a shed at the
rear of their property at 5 Greenbrier
Lane.

Additionally, Donna Sicola was
granted a variance to install a six-
foot-high fence along the front area
of her property at 2292 Old Farm
Road. Azhar Abbas was granted per-
mission for one year to operate a
town car limousine and house the
vehicle in the garage of a property he
owns at 211 Willow Avenue. Fur-
ther, the board finalized its approval
of an application by Jennifer Fluharty
for the continued use and certifica-
tion of the pre-existing, non-con-
forming use of a building at 1740
Front Street as a two-family dwell-
ing.

The zoning board’s next meeting
is set for Thursday, February 1.
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Courtesy of Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
WELCOME ABOARD...Deborah Saradaki, business administrator for Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Public Schools, swore in the newly-elected board of education
members at the board’s on January 10 reorganization meeting. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Amy Boroff of Fanwood and Evan Murray and  Cynthia Clancy of
Scotch Plains.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GIVING BACK ON MLK DAY... Young volunteers at St. John's Baptist Church in Scotch Plains made health kits for the
homeless on Monday as part of the Day of Service to mark the Martin Luther King holiday.

Question Raised on Cranford
Redevelopment Study

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DAY OF SERVICE...Volunteers at the Jewish Community Center in Scotch
Plains collected food for Children's Specialized Hospital on Monday as part of the
Day of Service to mark the Martin Luther King holiday.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — “My dream was
to buy this place, and I bought it with
my best friend. And now we hear
yesterday we may lose our place.
Why?” Michael Tears, co-owner of
Marino’s, asked the planning board
Wednesday at a packed board meet-
ing.

Owners of the longstanding busi-
nesses that operate on North Avenue
within the parameters of the redevel-
opment study area wanted to know
why they were never notified by the
township that their properties could
be subject to eminent domain, as stated
in the preliminary investigation re-
port for North Avenue East prepared
by Harbor Consultants posted to the
township website on January 8.

The report studies the business dis-
trict that includes Riverside Inn,
Carmen’s Foreign Car Repair, Swan
Cleaners, Posh Salon, Chapman Bros.
Plumbing, Heating and Air Condi-
tioning, Marino’s Seafood and Res-
taurant, Bar Americana, Goodman
Realty, Puff and Stuff, Deco Salon,
Hunan Wok, Cranford Hair Salon,
Island Tans and a gas station, as well
as township-owned property — the
fire house, parking lot on North Union
and Springfield Avenues, the vacant
MDTV building, and a driveway and
parking areas adjacent to the Raritan
Valley train line.

Some owners said they heard about
the study by word of mouth. The
owner of Riverside Inn, known to
some as The Dive, posted on
Facebook a campaign to Save The
Dive after he heard that his property
could be taken by eminent domain.
When Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr.
stated The Dive was never supposed

to be in the study, the crowd cheered,
and Riverside Inn owner Peter Jacobs
gave a “thumbs up” to The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times while taking
his photograph after the announce-
ment. The township committee would
need to vote to exclude it from the
condemnation area in need of rede-
velopment at a future meeting.

But the question still remained for
Chapman Bros. owner Judy Swick.
Why them? She, as well as other
property owners affected, say they
want to be excluded as well from the
study area.

“Rewrite it — no eminent domain,”
Carmello Finocchiaro, who has
owned Carmen’s for 30 years, told
The Times after the meeting.

Margaret Lo, who owns the prop-
erty where Hunan Wok, Island Tans,
and Cranford Hair Co. operate, as
well as a parking area next door, told
The Times that if she wanted to rede-
velop her land, “I would build it my-
self.”

Resident Wayne Hayes told the
planning board it is unfair to the other
business owners that the committee
would decide to protect one business
from eminent domain along that
stretch of land in the study area and
not the other businesses operating
there. “It’s all a matter of where you
drink, who you know,” Mr. Hayes
said.

Mayor Hannen said he wants feed-
back from the owners to “help us
make that area better.”

“What if you redevelop and make a
much better Marino’s?” asked Mayor
Hannen.

“It’s great now,” said Mr. Hayes,
jumping up from his seat, and fol-
lowed by applause from the crowd.

Work Continues on Water
Main Along North Avenue
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Borough Engineer
Atonios Panagopoulos updated the
borough council Tuesday night on
the North Avenue water-main replace-
ment project.

He said phase has been completed
and that the Phase II, a 30-inch water
mane, will be replaced with a Satur-
day, March 31 project finish date.
The phase II water mane assists de-
livering water to and from neighbor-
ing towns, Mr. Panagopoulos said.
He said the phase I water mane helps
deliver water to North Avenue resi-
dents.

In the name of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Fanwood residents of all ages
came together for community service
on Monday. Councilwoman Erin
McElroy-Barker said over a 1,000
volunteer slots were filled, helping
run a soup kitchen, penning care cards
to children with cancer, and organiz-
ing collections for veterans.

“I ran the soup kitchen with volun-
teers starting at age five,” Council-
woman Katherine Mitchell said.

Councilwoman Mitchell said with
all the negative discourse coming out
of Washington, D.C. as of late she is
glad Fanwood residents showed with
all the activities on the MLK Day of
community service that “we are above
that discourse.”

Councilman Tom Kranz said Fan-
wood collected 98.3 percent of all
local property taxes levied in the bor-
ough for 2017. The 2017 collection
total was $2,364,732.

The council unanimously awarded
a contract to Valley Health Systems
to oversee the borough’s employee
alcohol and drug testing program.
Also, a resolution was passed grant-
ing One Total Cleaning Services a
contract for janitorial Services. A reso-
lution was also passed to award a
contract to Jersey Professional Man-
agement Shared Services.

Council President Jack Molenaar
provided a proclamation honoring
resident Mary Evans who celebrated
her 100th Birthday.

“Just amazing. A lot of great resi-
dents in Fanwood. Here is another
one,” Mr. Molenaar said.

Township Reveals Affordable
Housing Data and Locations

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship this week revealed what Scotch
Plains’ affordable-housing obliga-
tions will be, with Mayor Alexander
Smith expressing hope that the State
Legislature will eventually take ac-
tion to lessen the impact on towns.

At Tuesday’s township council
meeting, planner Michael Mistretta
said a final settlement of litigation
with developers will result in 598
affordable-housing units being built

in several locations over the next seven
years. That figure, according to the
township’s affordable-housing attor-
ney, Robert Renaud, was the result of
negotiations that reduced Scotch
Plains’ obligation by 30 percent from
the original 854. He said the housing
numbers were derived from formulas
taking into account overall popula-
tion, low-income population, the size
of the town and residents’ incomes.

“It has no relation to reality,” he
said. “It’s a mathematical calcula-
tion.”

The affordable-housing units will
comprise about 15 percent of what is
expected to be more than 3,000 total
new housing units set to be developed
in the coming years.

“We’re looking at very large build-
ing projects” in Scotch Plains, Mayor
Smith said.

Mr. Mistretta spent nearly an hour
detailing where the new housing will
be located. The Bowcraft Amusement
Park site on Route 22 will be devel-
oped into a 200-unit complex, with
35 of those units being tagged as
affordable. The Lamberts Mill Road
property where the Amberg garden
center is now located will be devel-
oped into a 125-unit complex with 19
affordable units. A tract of land on
North Avenue next to the Charlie
Brown’s restaurant will be turned into
a five-townhome, seven-apartment
complex, two of which will be classi-
fied as affordable. A slice of adjacent
land to the west will be donated by the
developer to the township and will
serve as a buffer between the new
housing and the single-family homes
to the west.

The Parker Garden site on Terrill
Road will be turned into apartments
containing 228 units and two rows of
townhomes, with 105 deemed as af-
fordable. A 2.5-acre wedge of prop-
erty adjacent to the Terrill Middle
School property will be remediated
by the developer and turned over to
the township as green space and pos-
sible use as playing fields. A third of
an acre of property across the right-
of-way at the rear of the Parker prop-
erty also will be turned over to the
township by the developer. The coun-
cil passed a resolution authorizing
the planning board to formally evalu-
ate the Parker property as a possible
Area in Need of Redevelopment. The
remaining 437 affordable-housing
units, Mr. Mistretta explained, will
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