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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Scutari Retains Atty.,  Challenges
Rules Set By Mahr in Chair Vote

In her role as acting county chair of
the Union County Democratic
Comittee, Fanwood Mahor Colleen
Mahr has said she wants voting ma-
chines used as a means to avoid “po-
tential retribution” some committee
members have told they feel in terms
of their vote for the next committee
chairman.  The vote for the new chair
will be held this Wednesday, Febru-
ary 21 at 7 p.m. at Gran Centurion in
Clark. Assemblyman Gerald Green
(D-22nd, Plainfield) resigned as com-
mittee chairman for health reasons.
Ms. Mahr served as first vice-chair
under Mr. Green.

Senator Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Lin-
den) is running against Ms. Mahr for
chair as is Hillside Democratic Chair-
man Anthony Salters. Mr. Scutari has
hired Linden attorney Edward J.
Kologi to represent him “with respect
to his candidacy for the chairmanship
of the Union County Democratic
Committee.” Mr. Scutari is opposed
to the use of voting machines as well
as the requirement that the all mem-
bers present credentials before enter-
ing the convention hall.

“In order to avoid any impression
of arbitrariness or capriciousness, we
feel any challenge by the Credentials
Committee or any other qualified in-
dividual must be based upon an
articulable reason, and the person
challenged must be afforded an op-
portunity to respond,” Mr. Kologi
said in his letter, a copy of which was
sent to this newspaper. Mr. Scutari’s
attorney points to by-laws requiring
committee members raise their hands
to indicate support for a candidate as
part of the “open ballot mandate” in
the rules.

In stating her request for anonym-
ity in the voting process, Ms. Mahr
said in a letter to committee menbers,
according to Tap in Plainfield,  “We
are voting for the next chair of the
Union County Democratic Commit-
tee in the United States of America,
not the next leader of a totalitarian
dictatorship.”  Through his attorney,
Mr. Scutari has said Ms. Mahr should
“relinquish presiding over the meet-
ing in light of [her] candidacy.”

Mandelblatt Withdraws
In 7th; Endorses Malinowski
Westfield resident Lisa Mandelblatt

has pulled out of the Democratic Pri-
mary for Congress in 7th District and
has endorsed Somerset County resi-
dent Tom Malinowski in his bid to take
on five-term Republican Congress-
man Leonard Lance. Ms. Mandelblatt
made the announcement at a  February
7th candidates forum in Springfield.

“It is time to put changing our coun-
try over my own candidacy and do
what is best for our shared goal in
November,” Ms. Mandelblatt said in
a statement, according to a nj.com
report. “I want to ensure that the can-
didate who is best able to take out
Congressman Leonard Lance has a

clear field to do so. I urge the other
candidates to consider the conse-
quences of a bloody primary.”

“It is time to put changing our coun-
try over my own candidacy and do what
is best for our shared goal in November.
I want to ensure that the candidate who
is best able to take out Congressman
Leonard Lance has a clear field to do
so. I urge the other candidates to con-
sider the consequences of a bloody
primary,” she said.

Ms. Mandelblatt had been one of
the early candidates in the race, launch-
ing her campaign last summer. As of
December 31, she had receipts of over
$659,000 with $414,239 in cash on
hand, according to her Federal Elec-
tion Commission (FEC) filing.

Also running for the seat are Demo-
crats Linda Weber of Berkeley Heights,
David Pringle of Cranford, Goutham
Jois of Summit, Scott Salmon of Scotch
Plains, and 2016 party nominee for the
seat, Peter Jacob of Union. Lyndsay
Christine Brown of Clark, a Republi-
can, has filed to challenge Mr. Lance
in the GOP Primary. The Primary Elec-
tion is Tuesday, June 5.

Hugin Launches Campaign for
Menendez U.S. Senate Seat

Bob Hugin, recently retired as ex-
ecutive chairman of the pharmaceuti-
cal company Celgene Corp., has kicked
off his campaign to seek the Republi-
can nomination to oppose Senator
Robert Menendez (D) who is seeking
a third term in the U.S. Senate.

“He is running for U.S. Senate to
be an independent voice for New
Jersey and to ensure that people in
every community in our state can
build better lives for themselves and
their families. He will be a senator
that New Jersey can be proud of,” his
deputy campaign manager, Sarah
Neibart, told njadvancemedia.com.

The U.S. Justice Dept. has dropped
its corruption case against Sen.
Menendez and his co-defendant,
Florida eye doctor Salomon Melgen,
on corruption charges after a jury last
fall deadlocked forcing a mistrial.

Murphy Proposes Charitable
Taxes In Lieu of Prop. Taxes

Governor Phil Murphy has asked
state lawmakers to send him a bill that
would allow New Jersey residents to
make charitable contributions in lieu
of paying property txes, according to a
northjersey.com report. The Gover-
nor said this would  thus enable New
Jersey residents to possibly deduct
this expense under federal tax returns.
Mr. Murphy proposed the concept as a
way to get around the new federal tax
that caps State and Local Taxes deduc-
tions, known as SALT, on federal tax
returns at $10,000.

Murphy Ditches 101.5 FM;
Will  Appear on News12 NJ

Gov. Phil  Murphy has ditched New
Jersey 101.5 FM  for the “Ask The
Governor” show. Gov. Murphy will
alternate monthly appearances on
News 12 New Jersey and public radio
stations beginning February 13.

Jim Lowney/County of Union
UNDERSHERIFF BURKE...Union County Sheriff Peter Corvelli holds the Bible
as state Superior Court Assignment Judge Karen Cassidy swears in Dennis Burke,
right, as the newest undersheriff in the Union County Sheriff’s Office during a
ceremony at the Union County Courthouse in Elizabeth. Undersheriff Burke, a 23-
year veteran of the Sheriff’s Office, will continue his assignment as the commander
of the Field Services Division, which includes the Criminal Investigations Unit,
Family Violence Unit, Community Policing Unit, Crime Scene Unit, K9 Search
and Rescue Unit and the Bureau of Criminal Identification. He replaces Michael
Fink as undersheriff.

Courtesy of Cranford Police Department
COMMUNITY POLICING...Cranford Police Department Community Policing
Unit Patrolman John Rattigan speaks to residents about the department’s Con-
ductive Energy Devices (CED) during National Night Out.

Cranford PD Initiates
Community Policing Unit

CRANFORD — In an effort to
continue to foster community engage-
ment between law enforcement and
our community, Police Chief Ryan J.
Greco has announced the creation of
a Community Policing Unit within
the Cranford Police Department. The
philosophy of Community Policing
involves a shared responsibility be-
tween residents and police officers to
improve the quality of life in Cranford.

“Through identifying problem-
solving initiatives that work to reduce
crime and empower residents, our
community works to study and solve
problems together,” Chief Greco said.

The two-officer unit ensures that a
Community Policing Officer will be
available seven days a week. Some
initiatives involve performing public
outreach with local community
groups, security surveys, targeted
patrols, quality of life matters, and
hearing concerns from the public in a
non-emergent means. One initiative
specifically incorporates Cranford’s
downtown businesses and its patrons.

The “Coffee with a Cop” program
will allow for residents to meet with

the Community Policing officers and
other members of the department to
discuss any community concerns, ask
questions, and get to know members
of the department.

“Our partnerships with the local
merchants allows for a rotating sched-
ule for Community Policing officers to
hear from residents and patrons over a
casual cup of coffee,” the chief said.

By offering these impromptu op-
portunities to hear from residents in a
less formal environment, matters that
sometimes went unanswered and un-
reported can now be brought to the
attention of township departments.
“While not every matter may be re-
lated to a police-response, our offic-
ers will offer direction to residents to
achieve resolutions to their commu-
nity concerns,” added Chief Greco.

This community oriented problem-
solving model is an extension of the
Cranford Police Department’s exist-
ing community engagement. In the
past, successful programming includ-
ing current drug trend presentations,
National Night Out, community dis-
cussion panels, and the joint school-
resource officer programs with the
Cranford Public Schools have proven
effective in proactive policing, the
chief said. The creation of a unit
within the Investigative Division of
the Cranford Police Department ex-
pands upon this goal of community
engagement and involvement.

Currently, Patrolmen Robert Jordan
and John Rattigan are assigned to the
Cranford Police Department Commu-
nity Policing Unit. “Both Patrolmen Jor-
dan and Rattigan are experienced, well-
rounded officers who have a thumb on
the pulse of law enforcement trends and
our community needs,” Chief Greco
said. Members of the community are
encouraged to visit the department’s
website, www.cranfordnj.org/police-de-
partment and click on “Community Po-
licing Unit” to get tips, details of upcom-
ing events, or find contact information.

Residents, business owners, and
community groups are encouraged to
contact Patrolman Rattigan and Pa-
trolman Jordan at (908) 272-8989 or
j-rattigan@cranfordnj.org and r-
jordan@cranfordnj.org.

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

Get the Word Out!    Write About It!    We'll Be Your Platform.

... if only there was a way I could attract more attention to my business ...

Leader/Times Bulletin Boards are Rapid Business Generators. Reach our informed audience

with your targeted sales messages. Submit yours online today at goleader.com/form/bulletin

• Mailed to subscribers with the printed newspaper • Provided to stores • Attached to the online edition each Thursday

ATTENTION LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS: Did You Know You Can
Insert Your Pre-Printed Advertisement into the Leader/Times?

Ideal for Targeting Your Audience! Go to goleader.com/presskit/insert for more information.

Groups Oppose
Off-Shore Drilling

REGION — A coalition of New
Jersey’s environmental, business, and
public interest organizations, elected
officials, concerned citizens and lo-
cal businesses, held a press confer-
ence on February 7 in Asbury Park to
urge citizens to speak out at New
Jersey’s only official public meeting
on President Trump’s new Outer Con-
tinental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing
Program.

The Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management (BOEM) was sched-
uled to conduct the official Public
Meeting yesterday, February 14,
from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. in Hamilton
after this newspaper’s press dead-
line.

“Drilling anywhere in the Atlan-
tic makes the region vulnerable to
spills and risks revenue loss from
New Jersey’s $44.1-billion tourism
industry, most of which is gener-
ated at the Jersey Shore,” according
a press release from Clean Ocean
Action.

“Drilling is too risky for any coastal
town with a tourism economy,” said
Bradley Beach Councilman John
Weber.

CASA to Host Men’s
Night Out in Cranford

CRANFORD — Court Appointed
Special Advocates (CASA) of Union
County will hold a Men’s Night Out
on Thursday, February 22, from 6:30
to 8:30 pm for Men’s Night Out at
Kilkenny House Restaurant and Pub
in Cranford for food, drinks and to
learn about the need for male role
models for local foster youth. The
guest who brings the most guy
friends— a minimum of three — wins
a $100 Kilkenny’s gift card.

Several male volunteers with CASA
of Union County will discuss their
experience and the dire need for men
to step up to advocate for Union
County youth — specifically males
— removed from home due to abuse,
neglect or abandonment and placed
in foster care.

The event is free. For information,
contact Jaime Velazquez at
jvelazquez@casaofunioncounty.org
or (908) 293-8140 with questions.

Planned Parenthood Dodges
Munoz Budget Questions

TRENTON – An official from
Planned Parenthood New Jersey de-
clined lawmaker’s questions about
the organization’s financial details,
such as its annual budget, annual rev-
enue and executive compensation,
during an Assembly Budget hearing
on Monday.

“We asked these questions of you
two weeks ago so I expected perhaps
you would know that we would be
asking these questions again,” As-
semblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-
21st, Summit) told Planned
Parenthood’s Political Director
Christine Sadovy.

The questions were about a pro-
posal for a $7.5 million supplemental
appropriation, which lasts through
June 2018.

During an Assembly Health Com-
mittee hearing two weeks ago, As-
semblywomen Holly Schepisi (R-
39th, Westwood) and Nancy Munoz
posed the same questions. They asked
for a breakdown of how the money
would be spent, what the
organization’s annual federal and state
revenues, and how much it pays its
executives.

Ms. Sadovy told the budget com-
mittee she didn’t have a budget to
share with the committee – virtually
the same answer she gave two weeks
ago, according the Assembly Repub-
licans press release.

She also declined to share the
organizations revenues because she
didn’t know them “off the top of
her head.” Responding to ques-
tions about executive compensa-
tion, Ms. Sadovy said, “I am not
going to share information about
employee salaries or other person-
nel issues.”

Planned Parenthood’s national rev-
enue was $1.4 billion in 2016, ac-
cording to Forbes’ 100 largest U.S.
charities list. The highest executive
salary was $727,202, a tenth of the
proposed supplemental appropria-
tion. A reason for needing taxpayer

dollars, and how those dollars will be
used, still has not been provided, ac-
cording to the release.

The $7.5 million supplemental ap-
propriation will be up for a vote
during today’s Assembly session. If
it passes it will go to Governor Phil
Murphy’s desk to be signed.


