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First Half  2018, Jan. Through May: Mayor Brindle  Takes Office; Affordable
Housing Court Hearings Faced By Towns; Ice Rink Concerns Heard

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
FIRST COMMENTS AS MAYOR...Mayor Shelley Brindle makes comments
following her swearing-in ceremony on New Year’s Day on the front lawn of the
municipal building as newly sworn-in council members, from left to right, Michael
Dardia (Ward 2), Linda Habgood (Ward 1), David Contract (Ward 3) and Dawn
Mackey (Ward 4) look on.

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
NEW SHERIFF IN TOWN...Union County Sheriff Peter Corvelli is sworn into
office by Senator-elect Joseph P. Cryan during the Union County government’s
162nd annual reorganization meeting at the Union County Courthouse in Eliza-
beth on January 7. Holding the Bible for Sheriff Corvelli is daughter Rylee.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
LUCK OF THE IRISH...The Kelly family on Boulevard in Westfield was ready
for St. Patrick’s Day March 17.

JANUARY
         Westfield

Over 500 people braved the frigid
weather on New Year’s Day to wit-
ness history as United States Court of
Appeals Judge Joseph A. Greenaway,
Jr. swore in Westfield’s first female
mayor, Shelley Brindle, during a cer-
emony on the front lawn of the mu-
nicipal building. Along with the new
mayor, council members Linda
Habgood, Michael Dardia, David
Contract and Dawn Mackey also were
sworn into office.

While Mayor Brindle made many
board and employee appointments,
noticeably absent from the reorgani-
zation agenda were appointments for
the positions of municipal prosecu-
tor, public defender and municipal
judge. According to Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea, the town would
issue requests for proposals/requests
for qualifications (RFP/RFQ) solici-
tation allowing attorneys to apply for
both the positions of prosecutor and
public defender.

As part of the recreation
commission’s reorganization associ-
ated with Mayor Brindle’s new ad-
ministration, Gary Fox was appointed
chairman of the commission, Monica
Bergin was named vice-chairwoman
and Councilman Dardia was chosen
to serve as the council’s liaison to the
commission.

Chris Masciale was named board

of adjustment chairman, replacing
long-time board chairman William
Heinbokel, whose term expired on
December 31, 2017.

Long-time planning board mem-
ber Robert Newell was named plan-
ning board chairman and Francis
Smith was chosen as vice-chairman.
Newcomers Anastasia Harrison,
Michael LaPlace, Ann Freedman and
Mayor Brindle were sworn in as mem-
bers of the board.

Gretchan Ohlig was re-elected by
her colleagues to serve again as board
of education president, and Peggy
Oster was re-elected to serve as vice-
president. Lynn Benner and Kent Dia-
mond, who were newly elected to the
board in November 2017 were sworn
in as board members along with Ms.
Oster.

Westfield Memorial Pool rates were
approved to increase for the summer.
The increase was in response to new
minimum-wage rate increases and
pool maintenance. The last time a
rate increase had occurred was 2011.

Mr. Gildea also announced that the
town would accept résumés for the
new position of a public relations
officer.

Cranford
Thomas Hannen, Jr. was selected

to serve as mayor for a second con-
secutive year during the township
committee’s reorganization meeting.
Patrick Giblin and newcomer Jean-

Albert Maisonneuve were sworn in
as commissioners and Patricia
Donahue was appointed as the new
township clerk, a position left open
after Tara Rowley resigned as clerk to
become clerk in Westfield.

Incumbent board of education
members Kurt Petschow, Jr., Lisa
Carbone and Kristen Mallon were
sworn in for new terms. Mr. Petschow
was named to continue to fill the role
of president while Ms. Carbone again
was appointed vice-president.

Peter Jacobs, the owner of River-
side Inn, which some call The Dive,
made a plea on social media asking
people to attend a planning board
meeting, scheduled for January 10,
and speak out against the township
taking eminent domain of his prop-
erty. Commissioner Patrick Giblin
said the intent of the study of North
Avenue was to clean up Swan Clean-
ers and the MDTV Building on North
Avenue.

The owners of longstanding busi-
nesses that operate on North Avenue
questioned why they were never noti-
fied by the township that their proper-
ties could be subject to eminent do-
main, as stated in the preliminary
investigation report for North Av-
enue East. Eminent domain was later
removed from a study to determine if
a parcel of land in the downtown can
be designated an area in need of rede-
velopment.

The township committee voted, 3
to 2, to request the planning board to
undertake conducting a study of North
Avenue East to determine if it can be
designated a non-condemnation area
in need of redevelopment and/or re-
habilitation.

Garwood
Councilwoman Jen Blumenstock

was approved as 2018 borough coun-
cil president. Moments after being
sworn into office, newly-elected Re-
publican Councilman Richard
McCormack nominated fellow Re-
publican Ileen Cuccaro for 2018 coun-
cil president. However, Ms. Cuccaro
did not receive the majority vote over
Ms. Blumenstock.

At the board of education’s Janu-
ary 3 reorganization meeting, both
Susan Groning and Christine
Guerriero received four votes to serve
as board president. Board Attorney
John Geppert said the county execu-
tive superintendent of schools would
make a final selection.

The planning board continued its
discussions on the South Avenue I
(Casale/Petro site) site plan review.
The plan calls for construction of 298
units.

New Jersey American Water
(American Water) field operations
manager Michael Bange offered a
proposed $3-million water main re-
vitalization program for Garwood’s
south side. American Water would
pay for pipe restoration, absorbing
the total cost burden.

Mountainside
Municipal Judge Frank Sahaj ad-

ministered the oath of office to the
recently reelected Councilman Keith
Turner and Councilwoman Deanna
Andre. Also, James Foerst was again
appointed to serve as borough pros-
ecutor and Jo Ann Neylan was ap-
proved as the community’s public
defender. Cynthia West continued in
her role as court administrator.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli said the de-
velopment of the Barnes Tract would
likely begin this year.

Chief School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky said the existing school
budget contained funds for cleanup
and debris removal at the Beechwood
Elementary School fields.

Scotch Plains
Mayor Alexander Smith said the

township had reached a settlement of
its affordable-housing obligations
with developers, although he ex-
pressed disappointment with the final
numbers, adding that he thought the
housing numbers should have been
lower.

The planning board kicked off what
promised to be a busy year by elect-
ing a new chairperson and a new vice-
chairman. Long-time member
Paulette Coronato, who served as
vice-chairwoman in 2017, was cho-
sen as board chairwoman for 2018,
while Joseph Doyle, who was chair-
man last year, was chosen to serve as
vice-chairman this year.

Township Planner Michael
Mistretta said a final settlement of
litigation with developers will result
in 598 affordable-housing units be-
ing built in several locations in Scotch
Plains over the next seven years. The
affordable-housing units will com-
prise about 15 percent of what is
expected to be more than 3,000 total
new housing units set to be developed
in the coming years.

Thomas Strowe, the township’s
redevelopment coordinator, told the
Downtown Redevelopment Commit-
tee that the initial focus for the rede-
velopment efforts will be on the mu-
nicipal-owned properties between
Bartle Avenue and Grand Street where
the Scotch Plains Public Library and
municipal parking lot are located and
on the township lot, municipal build-
ing and fire house on Park Avenue.

The zoning board of adjustment re-
elected Ken Anderson as chairman
for 2018 and Rich Duthie as vice-
chairman.

The planning board gave its unen-
thusiastic support to the township’s
settlement of litigation with develop-
ers over Scotch Plains’ affordable-
housing obligations. The settlement
is “not very palatable to any of us,”
said Board Chairwoman Paulette
Coronato. She and other board mem-
bers expressed concerns about the
effect of the new housing on local
schools and infrastructure.

The Rotary Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains hoped to start restora-
tion of the nearly 300-year-old Frazee
House in late spring or early summer.
Andrew Calamaras, president of the

board of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Frazee House, said the group
remained about $200,000 short of
what it needed to begin work.

Fanwood
Newcomer Anthony Carter and in-

cumbent Russell Huegel, starting his
fourth term on the borough council,
were sworn in as councilmen. Jack
Molenaar was named council presi-
dent.

Borough Engineer Antonios
Panagopoulos told the borough coun-
cil that Phase II of the North Avenue
water main replacement project, a
30-inch water main, would be com-
pleted by March 31. The Phase II
water main assists delivering water to
and from neighboring towns. The
Phase I water main, which has been
completed, helps deliver water to
North Avenue residents.

Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky said the borough decreased
the operating budget for the recre-
ation department by 10 percent.

Regional
Peter Corvelli of Kenilworth was

sworn in as the county’s new sheriff
while reelected Freeholders Angel
Estrada of Elizabeth and Chris Hudak
of Linden were sworn in for new
terms along with former Hillside
Mayor Angela Garretson. Sergio
Granados was elected chairman and
Bette Jane Kowalski was chosen as
vice-chairwoman.

The Union County Freeholder
Board voted to appoint Ed Oatman of
Woodbridge as the new county man-
ager following the announcement that
County Manager Al Faella was retir-
ing effective March 1.

The Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA) Board of Directors
approved their 2018 budget. The 2018
RVSA budget is 2.61 percent over
2017, from $25,601,250 to
$26,272,500, or an increase of
$638,500.

FEBRUARY
Westfield

Parag Patel was appointed as mu-
nicipal judge for a three-year term at
the town council meeting. A Westfield
resident, Judge Patel also serves as a
municipal court judge in Edison. Mr.
Patel replaced municipal judge
Brenda Coppola Cuba, who had
served on the bench since 2003.

Addams Tavern owner Chip
Grabowski said, “if all goes well,”
the popular eatery could re-open in
90 days. The restaurant closed De-
cember 15 as part of a court matter in
which the landlord, Tarta Luna Prop-
erties, owned by Norm Greco, was
suing Westfield Construction Offi-
cial Steve Freedman and Harvest Res-
taurant Group.

Police arrested six protestors, in-
cluding clergy members, after they
refused to leave the North Avenue
office of Congressman Leonard Lance
(R-7th, Westfield). All were charged
with defiant trespass.

In preparation for its April compli-
ance hearing before the state Supe-
rior Court to satisfy its third-round
affordable-housing obligations, the
town council introduced a set of ordi-
nances to be passed on to the plan-
ning board. The overlay zones run
along the North and South Avenue
corridor east of Central Avenue, one

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
THIS IS A MOVEMENT, NOT A MOMENT...The March for Our Lives rally
filled Mindowaskin Park in Westfield on March 24, as attendees heard impas-
sioned speeches on the effort to end mass shootings by reforming the nation’s gun
laws.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SAVE MARINO’S...As Michael Tears, co-owner of Marino's restaurant, stands
at the podium at a Cranford Planning Board meeting January 10 to discuss the
proposed condemnation area in need of redevelopment study for North Avenue
East, audience member Wayne Hayes stands to shout his support for Marino’s.

2019!

January 1, 2018 January 7, 2018 January 10, 2018

March 17, 2018

  March 24, 2018
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
THANK YOU, DET. LIEBERMAN...The casket of Westfield Police Detective
Eric Lieberman is carried by police pallbearers into the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church for his funeral on May 26.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
FLAG RAISING…After Congressman Leonard Lance donated a flag that had
flown over the Capitol in Washington, D.C.,  Boy Scout Troop 72 raises the flag
at Fairview Cemetery’s 150th Anniversary on April 28. At the celebration,
Founding Fathers were named amid a ceremony that included words from Mayor
Shelley Brindle, who read a proclamation for the cemetery, which also is a
recognized arboretum. Music and carriage rides followed the ceremony.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING GRETA...The annual Greta’s Run took place April 22 under
warm sunny skies at Roosevelt Intermediate School and surrounding neighbor-
hoods. The race began in 2013 in memory of Greta Schoenemann, a Westfield High
School freshman who died from injuries sustained on the first anniversary of 9/11
when a tree limb fell on her during lunch. All proceeds benefit people with special
and adaptive needs. Greta's sister, Elise, has cerebral palsy.

at the Pan Am Cleaners site where a
potential mixed development with 30
inclusionary units may be built, one
along Central Avenue and one at Ross
Place.

Westfield Police continued their
investigation regarding a suspicious
package that was left on South Av-
enue near Summit Avenue near the
Westfield Train Station. The Union
County bomb squad determined the
package was not a threat and the area
reopened to traffic.

Cranford
Resident Jim Carvalho said he had

concerns with planning board mem-
bers not originally filing financial
disclosure forms. He questioned
board members’ listed or not-listed
real-estate interests, and noted that
Maser Consulting, an engineering
firm, contributed to Commissioner
Mary O’Connor’s campaign.

Garwood
Stonefield Engineering and Design

professional engineer, Charles D.
Olivo, presented the planning board
with a final traffic and parking report
for the proposed 298-unit South Av-
enue redevelopment at the former
Casale/Petro site. A total of 482 park-
ing spaces will be available for 298
residential units.

Scotch Plains
The township council voted to end

its participation in the State Health
Benefits Program and switch to a
private carrier to provide insurance
for township employees. Acrisure
LLC of Woodbridge was chosen to
serve as health insurance broker for
2018.

The township council was expected
to approve changing the name of the
former Terry-Lou Zoo property to
Frazee House Park. The six-acre lot
contains the Revolutionary War-era
Frazee House.

The township council planned to
introduce an operating budget con-
taining no increase in total expendi-
tures and no increase in the municipal
portion of local property-tax bills.
The governing body was supportive
of keeping the budget at the $25.4-
million level of last year’s spending
plan.

A 43-year-old male reported being
carjacked in the Scotchwood Diner
parking lot on Route 22 East.

The township council approved a
plan to declare 45 properties in the
downtown business district as being
“in need of redevelopment,” a move
intended to, as Mayor Alexander
Smith said, “jump-start” the area’s
revitalization.

In the aftermath of  a mass shooting
in Florida, Police Chief Ted Conley
told the township council that discus-
sions would be held about posting an
armed officer inside Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

Fanwood
The planning board reappointed

Matthew Juckes as chairman at its
reorganization meeting. Dennis
Sherry was selected as vice-chairman
of the board while former council-
man Kevin Boris was appointed to
the board.

The borough council’s redevelop-
ment advisor, Elizabeth Jeffery, ex-
plained a resolution the council would
vote on that would agree to submit a
request for proposals for planning
services to study the Old South Av-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Year in Review

enue corridor.
The borough is establishing new

parking permit fees for 2019, raising
the permit cost by about 10 percent.
The new fee is $407 for Fanwood
residents and $743 for non-residents,
including Scotch Plains residents.

Mountainside
The borough announced it would

renew a contract with Animal Control
Solutions and Borough Administra-
tor James Debbie said Mountainside
would train an animal-cruelty officer
who will be responsible for respond-
ing to animal abuse claims reported
to the police department.

Regional
Four of the seven Democratic can-

didates for Congress representing the
7th District of New Jersey talked about
their platform aimed at unseating five-
term incumbent Republican Leonard
Lance at a candidate meet-and-greet
event held in a packed meeting room
at the Cranford Community Center.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders approved a $19-mil-
lion contract with GPC, Inc. of
Millburn for construction of an inte-
rior stairwell in the Union County
Courthouse tower.

Union County Manager Alfred
Faella released his last county execu-
tive budget of $489 million, of which
$363.5 million would be raised in
county taxes.

MARCH
Westfield

Westfield planned to bring in extra
police protection for school children
in the wake of the recent school
shootings in Florida. Two police of-
ficers specifically for the elementary
and intermediate schools would be
added to the existing school resource
officer in September.

Cranford
The board of education approved

the proposed 2018-2019 school bud-
get in the amount of $67,476,691 for
submission to the executive county
superintendent of schools. Of that
amount, $57,690,552 will be raised
in taxes. The total tax increase on the
average Cranford home will be
$202.06.

Garwood
The board of education unani-

mously approved a preliminary 2018-
2019 school budget with a .5-percent
tax increase imposed, the lowest in 11
years. The tax amount per $100,000
of assessed property value is an $85
increase per household from last year.

The planning board unanimously
approved Princeton Food Service
LLC (Wendy’s) to open an establish-
ment at 257 North Avenue, the former
site of a Burger King restaurant.

Mountainside
The board of education approved a

tentative budget of $19,260,699,
which includes expenditures of
$17,342,545 and $1,704,922 in debt
service. The budget would be sup-
ported by taxes in the amount of
$17,269,965. Based on last year’s
budget, overall spending is up $2
million from $17.3 million last year,
with taxes increasing around $1.5
million from $15.7 million.

Regional
The Union County Freeholders’

Fiscal Affairs Committee had com-
pleted hearings with department di-
rectors on the 2018 budget. The ex-
ecutive budget totaled $489,019,322,

of which $363,468,155 would be
raised in taxes, $8.7 million over last
year.

APRIL
Westfield

Board of Health members discussed
the re-implementation of the Tobacco
Age of Sale Enforcement (TASE)
program, aimed at eliminating under-
age nicotine and tobacco sales. The
initiative would target Westfield to-
bacco vendors who had been selling
electronic cigarettes or vaporizers,
commonly referred to as “vapes.”

The recreation commission heard
from a large number of residents who
expressed their concerns about the
decision not to offer playground camp
at Wilson Elementary School, mis-
givings about the lack of a firm
timeline for the creation of the Parks
Master Plan and support for a pro-
posal to install a temporary ice hockey
rink on the basketball courts at
Gumbert Park.

The town council adopted the 2018
municipal budget, with a 7 to 2 vote.
Westfield’s municipal tax levy, as
adopted, for 2018 is $27,975,396.
The average assessed home of
$181,930 would see a $13.72 increase
in taxes this year, or 0.51 percent
increase.

Scotch Plains
Democratic incumbents on the

township council John Del Sordi, Jr.
and Rose Checchio and Republican
incumbent Llewellyn Jones would not
seek reelection. Democrats Elizabeth
C. Stamler, Roshan M. White and
Joshua G. Losardo and Republicans
Andrew Bondarowicz, Sonali Dalvi
and Jeff Kowalczak filed for council
seats.

Mayor Alexander Smith said sev-
eral new initiatives to “harden our
schools” against potential threats
would be implemented as part of a
cooperative agreement with Fanwood
and the board of education, including
placing resource officers in some
schools and limiting access to school
buildings.

The township council gave its
unanimous approval to the $25.67-
million 2018 municipal budget, which
will keep spending and municipal
property-tax rates at the same level as
last year.

The board of education presented a
school budget of $104,317,943, which
will be supported by a tax levy of
$90,818,517, including debt service
of $1,409,450, an increase of
$2,725,110 over 2017-2018. The
operating budget for 2018-2019 will
be $100,214,008. School taxes will
be $70,556,943 in Scotch Plains, with
the average assessed home of
$122,628 paying an increase of
$247.84. School taxes in Fanwood
will be $20,261,574, with the aver-
age borough assessed home of
$87,759 paying an increase of
$214.30.

Recreation commission members
and members of the board of direc-
tors of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Frazee House disagreed about
the township council’s decision to
alter the new name of the park where
the historic Frazee House sits. The
council had named the former zoo
property as Frazee House Park, but
later renamed the six-acre site Frazee
House Park at Terry Lou Acres. The
move was made to acknowledge the
Terry-Lou Zoo that was located at the
site for decades.

Fanwood
Fanwood Councilman Jack

Molenaar would not seek reelection
while Councilwoman Erin McElroy-
Barker would seek another term along
with Patricia Walsh, a Democrat, and
Republican Brian Walter, who ran
last year.

The Fanwood Planning Board
showed concept plans for two new
developments in the works. Twenty-
six apartments on two floors with
retail and parking are proposed for
the former Young’s Paint site at Terrill
Road and South Avenue, and 144
luxury apartments, with a mix of one
and two bedrooms with retail and
parking, are proposed for the A&P
site on South Avenue.

Frank Spallone of the building de-
partment suggested the borough in-
crease its sewer and water connection
fees, which currently are $410. Busi-
ness Administrator Fred Tomkins sug-
gested raising the fees to $1,000. The
council also passed an ordinance that

would set up a sewer utility. Resi-
dents would be charged separately
for sewer use, which currently is in-
cluded as a borough service paid
through property taxes.

Mountainside
The borough council introduced a

$13.1-million municipal budget with
a tax levy of $8.7 million. The budget
represents an increase of taxes by just
under 1 percent. The average assessed
home of $163,735 would see a $19
increase in municipal taxes in 2018.
Total surplus of $1.8 million is antici-
pated for 2018.

Chief School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky presented a school budget
for the 2018-2019 school year of
$17,344,545, representing a 1.8-per-
cent tax increase over the prior year.

Mountainside Chief Financial Of-
ficer Jill Goode received the Busi-
ness Administrator of the Year award
at the Gateway Regional Chamber of
Commerce’s 29th annual Mayors
Dinner.

Cranford
Cranford Mayor Thomas H.

Hannen, Jr., a Democrat, would seek
reelection to a third term on the town-
ship committee. He would face Re-
publican Michael Petrucci, who pre-
viously ran for township committee
in 2015, in the June Primary. Petrucci
later dropped out of the race. Petrucci
later dropped out of the race.

The township committee adopted a
resolution to provide taxpayer relief
through the dedication of tax abate-
ment revenues to the township’s pub-
lic schools from the 225-unit devel-
opment on Birchwood Avenue.

Birchwood at Cranford is to house
225 apartments with 34 of them
deemed affordable.

Mayor Hannen said the township
anticipates additional stormwater to
flow into Orchard Brook, further ex-
acerbating the flooding problems of
the brook, when a proposed 114-unit
development replaces a paperboard
plant on North Avenue in neighbor-
ing Garwood.

The planning board denied a sub-
division application for the 112 Park
Drive property owned by SCODEE
Properties, LLC, for two fully con-
forming lots where one vacant house
currently sits.

Garwood
Mayor Charles Lombardo and the

borough council decided to pursue a
conversation with Roselle Park on a
Department of Public Works (DPW)
shared-service agreement.

The borough council adopted the
2018 municipal budget with a 4-to-2
vote. The municipal budget approved
has a projected municipal tax levy of
$5,998,318. The estimated total tax
levy for the Garwood school budget
is $8,150,000 and the projected
county budget tax levy is $3,600,000.

Garwood will see a Democratic
Primary Election race between first-
term Mayor Charles Lombardo and
Councilwoman Sara Todisco. The
winner will face Republican Coun-
cilwoman Ileen Cuccaro in Novem-
ber.

Regional
Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded of

Westfield and former Roselle coun-
cilwoman Andrea Staten along with
seven-term incumbent Al Mirabella,
the Scotch Plains municipal manager,
filed as the Democratic Party’s Free-
holder candidates. They would face
three Linden residents in the Demo-
cratic Primary. Incumbents Mohamed
Jalloh of Union and Bruce Bergen of
Springfield would not seek reelec-
tion. Republican candidates were
Patricia Quattrocchi of Clark, a former
Garwood mayor; Garwood Council-
man Joseph Sarno and Peter Kane of
Summit.

GOP Congressman Leonard Lance
and Democrat Tom Malinowski filed
for the June Primary. Each faced a
Primary challenge.

State Assemblyman Jerry Green (D-
22nd, Plainfield) passed away at 79
on April 18.

The Union County Freeholder
Board introduced a budget of $483.7
million with $360.98 million to be
raised in county taxes. County taxes
are $6.2 million over 2017.

MAY
Westfield

Dozens of homeowners worried
about the impact of the proposed con-
struction of a temporary seasonal ice
rink on the parking lot at Gumbert

Park voiced serious concerns at a
recreation commission meeting over
potential traffic, parking and exces-
sive noise. Concerns also were raised
about the installation of rows of por-
table toilets, plus noise from the chill-
ers and compressors that wold oper-
ate 24/7, and the rink’s hours.

Town Planner Donald Sammet
stated at a planning board meeting
that the town’s master plan drafting
will be “unlike any other master plan
drafted.” Mr. Sammet said Mayor
Shelley Brindle and the planning
board had decided the master plan
drafting will be a “significant public
participation process.”

Councilwoman and Chairwoman
of the Code Review and Town Prop-
erty Committee Dawn Mackey, Rec-
reation Commission Chairman Gary
Fox and Union Sports Arena owner
Ken Anderson broadcasted a
Facebook Live discussion address-
ing the installation of an ice rink tem-
porarily at Gumbert Park.

Scotch Plains
It was revealed that Mayor

Alexander Smith would meet with
Recreation Commission Chairman
Mike Walsh and members of the com-
mittee overseeing the refurbishment
of the historic Frazee House about
possibly revising the name of the park
where the house stands after mem-
bers of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Rotary Frazee House Committee pro-
tested, calling it “historically inaccu-
rate.”

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education adopted a budget of
$104,317,943, of which $90,818,517
will be raised in school taxes.

Thomas Strowe, the township’s
redevelopment coordinator, said
downtown redevelopment commit-
tee members were waiting to receive
results of a needs-assessment ques-
tionnaire that was distributed to busi-
ness and property owners in the Phase
1 area.

Members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education unani-
mously approved a bid award of
$2,773,000 for the HVAC (Heating
Ventilation and Air Conditioning)
project at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. Air conditioning was to
be installed in the gymnasium, ath-
letic trainer office, band and choral
room, health office and attendance
office.

The zoning board of adjustment’s
approval of a cell phone tower on
westbound Route 22 set off a strong
reaction from residents living adja-
cent to the site where the monopole
will be constructed. Board approval
will allow Horvath Towers V to build
a 105-foot monopole, with a five-
foot-high lightning rod, on a small
piece of land located on westbound
Route 22. T-Mobile will lease space
on the pole and install nine antennas
at the 100-foot level.

Fanwood
An addition to make way for a

larger kitchen at 201 Marion Avenue
was approved, 7 to 0, by the planning
board. The applicant had sought a
coverage variance from the board due
to the odd shape of the home’s kitchen.

The borough council was expected
to introduce the 2018 municipal bud-
get with the local tax portion of the
budget expected to remain flat, Chief
Financial Officer Fred Tomkins said.

Cranford

The board of education adopted a
$67,467,691 school budget, repre-
senting a 3.37-percent increase over
the 2017-2018 budget. The total tax
increase on the average Cranford
home will be $202.06. Eighty-five
percent of the budget will go towards
salaries and benefits.

A parking variance and design
waiver was granted by the planning
board to allow parking spaces for
additional trucks at the Verizon office
building, used for its landline service,
located on the corner of Orange and
Birchwood Avenues.

The board of education (BOE) reap-
pointed 23 administrative/supervisory
personnel, 253 tenured-teaching per-
sonnel, 93 non-tenured teaching per-
sonnel, 36 building service personnel
and 37 office and clerical personnel.
Superintendent of Schools Scott Rubin,
Ed.D., reported to the board that an
update on the strategic planning pro-
cess went out to the community.

Garwood
Board of Education Business Ad-

ministrator Eric Larson presented the
2018 school budget, which contains a
tax increase that will be half of 1
percent, the lowest in 11 years. The
total budget is $10,106,562 with
$8,209,455 to be raised in school
taxes, an increase of $40,843 from
the previous year.

The Education Foundation of
Garwood held its 14th annual appre-
ciation dinner at The Westwood, hon-
oring Educator of the Year Denise
Cafiero. Barbara Tweedle and Mary
Ann Severage were honored with the
People Making a Difference Award.

Tempers flared and voices were
raised at a borough council meeting as
parents of Lincoln School students
and dozens of residents expressed con-
cerns regarding the possible impact on
public health from the ongoing demo-
lition of the abandoned Casale prop-
erty. Mayor Charles Lombardo said
the current climate of fear, misinfor-
mation and pandemonium must stop,
saying that asbestos abatement and all
demolition activities are heavily regu-
lated and monitored by multiple state
and local agencies.

Mountainside
Public Works Director Ron Romak

said the borough had incurred more
than $100,000 in debris removal ex-
penses from multiple winter storms.

A lawsuit was filed against the bor-
ough in the Superior Court of New
Jersey by five members of the
Mountainside Police Department and
one female employee. The officers
and the part-time employee claim
“they had experienced a hostile work
environment due to the actions” of
Police Officers Andrew Huber and
Thomas Murphy.

The borough council adopted its
2018 budget of $13,152,104, appro-
priating a tax levy of $8,775,292.

Regional
The Union County Freeholders

approved the Township of Cranford
as the 13th Union County town to join
the county’s 9-1-1 dispatch center as
part of a five-year contract. The free-
holders also approved an agreement
with Netta Architects, LLC, of
Mountainside for architectural design
and planning for the expansion of the
regional dispatch center to create an
additional nine dispatch positions for
a total of 18 at its center on North
Avenue in Westfield.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
TEAM SPIRIT...Westfield Baseball League players and coaches show their pride
with colorful shirts and signs to mark the opening day of baseball season during
the parade from Mindowskin Park to Gumbert Park on April 14.

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
A MADHOUSE...Union County Democrats check in at the registration table at
their special convention at Gran Centurions in Clark February 23 to elect a new
committee chairman.
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First Half  2018, Jan. Through May: Mayor Brindle  Takes Office; Affordable
Housing Court Hearings Faced By Towns; Ice Rink Concerns Heard

Kristan McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW SHERIFF IN TOWN...Union County Sheriff Peter Corvelli is sworn into
office by Senator-elect Joseph P. Cryan during the Union County government’s
162nd annual reorganization at the Union County Courthouse in Elizabeth on
January 7. Holding the Bible for Sheriff Corvelli is daughter Rylee.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
GOING RED...The fourth annual Go Red Women’s Health Fair was held at The
Chelsea at Fanwood February 2. The event was part of the nationwide “Go Red”
campaign by the American Heart Association to raise awareness of heart disease,
the number-one cause of death in women. The event featured healthy food,
speakers on heart health awareness for women, vendors, chair massages, an
acupuncturist and free blood pressure screenings by the Fanwood Volunteer
Rescue Squad. Mayor Colleen Mahr, center right, also stopped by.

 Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FEELING LUCKY...The Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains held its annual
Casino Night at the Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch Plains on February 9.
Attendees are shown at one of the gaming tables.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PAT DINIZIO WAY...Mayor Alexander Smith, left, and Township Manager Al
Mirabella, right, were among more than 100 fans and friends who attended the
unveiling of a street sign honoring Scotch Plains native Pat DiNizio, the rock star
who died in December.

JANUARY
         Westfield

Over 500 people braved the frigid
weather on New Year’s Day to wit-
ness history as United States Court of
Appeals Judge Joseph A. Greenaway,
Jr. swore in Westfield’s first female
mayor, Shelley Brindle, during a cer-
emony on the front lawn of the mu-
nicipal building. Along with the new
mayor, council members Linda
Habgood, Michael Dardia, David
Contract and Dawn Mackey also were
sworn into office.

While Mayor Brindle made many
board and employee appointments,
noticeably absent from the reorgani-
zation agenda were appointments for
the positions of municipal prosecu-
tor, public defender and municipal
judge. According to Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea, the town would
issue requests for proposals/requests
for qualifications (RFP/RFQ) solici-
tation allowing attorneys to apply for
both the positions of prosecutor and
public defender.

As part of the recreation
commission’s reorganization associ-
ated with Mayor Brindle’s new ad-
ministration, Gary Fox was appointed
chairman of the commission, Monica
Bergin was named vice-chairwoman
and Councilman Dardia was chosen
to serve as the council’s liaison to the
commission.

Chris Masciale was named board
of adjustment chairman, replacing
long-time board chairman William
Heinbokel, whose term expired on
December 31, 2017.

Long-time planning board mem-
ber Robert Newell was named plan-
ning board chairman and Francis
Smith was chosen as vice-chairman.
Newcomers Anastasia Harrison,
Michael LaPlace, Ann Freedman and
Mayor Brindle were sworn in as mem-
bers of the board.

Gretchan Ohlig was re-elected by
her colleagues to serve again as board
of education president, and Peggy
Oster was re-elected to serve as vice-

president. Lynn Benner and Kent Dia-
mond, who were newly elected to the
board in November 2017 were sworn
in as board members along with Ms.
Oster.

Westfield Memorial Pool rates were
approved to increase for the summer.
The increase was in response to new
minimum-wage rate increases and
pool maintenance. The last time a
rate increase had occurred was 2011.

Mr. Gildea also announced that the
town would accept résumés for the
new position of a public relations
officer.

Cranford
Thomas Hannen, Jr. was selected

to serve as mayor for a second con-
secutive year during the township
committee’s reorganization meeting.
Patrick Giblin and newcomer Jean-
Albert Maisonneuve were sworn in
as commissioners and Patricia
Donahue was appointed as the new
township clerk, a position left open
after Tara Rowley resigned as clerk to
become clerk in Westfield.

Incumbent board of education
members Kurt Petschow, Jr., Lisa
Carbone and Kristen Mallon were
sworn in for new terms. Mr. Petschow
was named to continue to fill the role
of president while Ms. Carbone again
was appointed vice-president.

Peter Jacobs, the owner of River-
side Inn, which some call The Dive,
made a plea on social media asking
people to attend a planning board
meeting, scheduled for January 10,
and speak out against the township
taking eminent domain of his prop-
erty. Commissioner Patrick Giblin
said the intent of the study of North
Avenue was to clean up Swan Clean-
ers and the MDTV Building on North
Avenue.

The owners of longstanding busi-
nesses that operate on North Avenue
questioned why they were never noti-
fied by the township that their proper-
ties could be subject to eminent do-
main, as stated in the preliminary
investigation report for North Av-

enue East. Eminent domain was later
removed from a study to determine if
a parcel of land in the downtown can
be designated an area in need of rede-
velopment.

The township committee voted, 3
to 2, to request the planning board to
undertake conducting a study of North
Avenue East to determine if it can be
designated a non-condemnation area
in need of redevelopment and/or re-
habilitation.

Garwood
Councilwoman Jen Blumenstock

was approved as 2018 borough coun-
cil president. Moments after being
sworn into office, newly-elected Re-
publican Councilman Richard
McCormack nominated fellow Re-
publican Ileen Cuccaro for 2018 coun-
cil president. However, Ms. Cuccaro
did not receive the majority vote over
Ms. Blumenstock.

At the board of education’s Janu-
ary 3 reorganization meeting, both
Susan Groning and Christine
Guerriero received four votes to serve
as board president. Board Attorney
John Geppert said the county execu-
tive superintendent of schools would
make a final selection.

The planning board continued its
discussions on the South Avenue I
(Casale/Petro site) site plan review.
The plan calls for construction of 298
units.

New Jersey American Water
(American Water) field operations
manager Michael Bange offered a
proposed $3-million water main re-
vitalization program for Garwood’s
south side. American Water would
pay for pipe restoration, absorbing
the total cost burden.

Mountainside
Municipal Judge Frank Sahaj ad-

ministered the oath of office to the
recently reelected Councilman Keith
Turner and Councilwoman Deanna
Andre. Also, James Foerst was again
appointed to serve as borough pros-
ecutor and Jo Ann Neylan was ap-
proved as the community’s public
defender. Cynthia West continued in
her role as court administrator.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli said the de-
velopment of the Barnes Tract would
likely begin this year.

Chief School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky said the existing school
budget contained funds for cleanup
and debris removal at the Beechwood
Elementary School fields.

Scotch Plains
Mayor Alexander Smith said the

township had reached a settlement of
its affordable-housing obligations
with developers, although he ex-
pressed disappointment with the final
numbers, adding that he thought the
housing numbers should have been
lower.

The planning board kicked off what
promised to be a busy year by elect-
ing a new chairperson and a new vice-
chairman. Long-time member
Paulette Coronato, who served as

vice-chairwoman in 2017, was cho-
sen as board chairwoman for 2018,
while Joseph Doyle, who was chair-
man last year, was chosen to serve as
vice-chairman this year.

Township Planner Michael
Mistretta said a final settlement of
litigation with developers will result
in 598 affordable-housing units be-
ing built in several locations in Scotch
Plains over the next seven years. The
affordable-housing units will com-
prise about 15 percent of what is
expected to be more than 3,000 total
new housing units set to be developed
in the coming years.

Thomas Strowe, the township’s
redevelopment coordinator, told the
Downtown Redevelopment Commit-
tee that the initial focus for the rede-
velopment efforts will be on the mu-
nicipal-owned properties between
Bartle Avenue and Grand Street where
the Scotch Plains Public Library and
municipal parking lot are located and
on the township lot, municipal build-
ing and fire house on Park Avenue.

The zoning board of adjustment re-
elected Ken Anderson as chairman
for 2018 and Rich Duthie as vice-
chairman.

The planning board gave its unen-
thusiastic support to the township’s
settlement of litigation with develop-
ers over Scotch Plains’ affordable-
housing obligations. The settlement
is “not very palatable to any of us,”
said Board Chairwoman Paulette
Coronato. She and other board mem-
bers expressed concerns about the
effect of the new housing on local
schools and infrastructure.

The Rotary Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains hoped to start restora-
tion of the nearly 300-year-old Frazee
House in late spring or early summer.
Andrew Calamaras, president of the
board of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Frazee House, said the group
remained about $200,000 short of
what it needed to begin work.

Fanwood
Newcomer Anthony Carter and in-

cumbent Russell Huegel, starting his
fourth term on the borough council,
were sworn in as councilmen. Jack
Molenaar was named council presi-
dent.

Borough Engineer Antonios
Panagopoulos told the borough coun-
cil that Phase II of the North Avenue
water main replacement project, a
30-inch water main, would be com-
pleted by March 31. The Phase II
water main assists delivering water to
and from neighboring towns. The
Phase I water main, which has been
completed, helps deliver water to
North Avenue residents.

Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky said the borough decreased
the operating budget for the recre-
ation department by 10 percent.

Regional
Peter Corvelli of Kenilworth was

sworn in as the county’s new sheriff
while reelected Freeholders Angel

Estrada of Elizabeth and Chris Hudak
of Linden were sworn in for new
terms along with former Hillside
Mayor Angela Garretson. Sergio
Granados was elected chairman and
Bette Jane Kowalski was chosen as
vice-chairwoman.

The Union County Freeholder
Board voted to appoint Ed Oatman of
Woodbridge as the new county man-
ager following the announcement that
County Manager Al Faella was retir-
ing effective March 1.

The Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA) Board of Directors
approved their 2018 budget. The 2018
RVSA budget is 2.61 percent over
2017, from $25,601,250 to
$26,272,500, or an increase of
$638,500.

FEBRUARY
Westfield

Parag Patel was appointed as mu-
nicipal judge for a three-year term at
the town council meeting. A Westfield
resident, Judge Patel also serves as a
municipal court judge in Edison. Mr.
Patel replaced municipal judge
Brenda Coppola Cuba, who had
served on the bench since 2003.

Addams Tavern owner Chip
Grabowski said, “if all goes well,”
the popular eatery could re-open in
90 days. The restaurant closed De-
cember 15 as part of a court matter in
which the landlord, Tarta Luna Prop-
erties, owned by Norm Greco, was
suing Westfield Construction Offi-
cial Steve Freedman and Harvest Res-
taurant Group.

Police arrested six protestors, in-
cluding clergy members, after they
refused to leave the North Avenue
office of Congressman Leonard Lance

(R-7th, Westfield). All were charged
with defiant trespass.

In preparation for its April compli-
ance hearing before the state Supe-
rior Court to satisfy its third-round
affordable-housing obligations, the
town council introduced a set of ordi-
nances to be passed on to the plan-
ning board. The overlay zones run
along the North and South Avenue
corridor east of Central Avenue, one
at the Pan Am Cleaners site where a
potential mixed development with 30
inclusionary units may be built, one
along Central Avenue and one at Ross
Place.

Westfield Police continued their
investigation regarding a suspicious
package that was left on South Av-
enue near Summit Avenue near the
Westfield Train Station. The Union
County bomb squad determined the
package was not a threat and the area
reopened to traffic.

Cranford
Resident Jim Carvalho said he had

concerns with planning board mem-
bers not originally filing financial
disclosure forms. He questioned
board members’ listed or not-listed
real-estate interests, and noted that
Maser Consulting, an engineering
firm, contributed to Commissioner
Mary O’Connor’s campaign.

Garwood
Stonefield Engineering and Design

professional engineer, Charles D.
Olivo, presented the planning board
with a final traffic and parking report
for the proposed 298-unit South Av-
enue redevelopment at the former
Casale/Petro site. A total of 482 park-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GIVING BACK ON MLK DAY... Young volunteers at St. John's Baptist Church
in Scotch Plains made health kits for the homeless on January 15 as part of the Day
of Service to mark the Martin Luther King holiday.

2019!
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Year in Review

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OPENING DAY... Players and their coaches march onto the field April 14 during
ceremonies at LaGrande Park marking the start of the season for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball Association.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
FANWOOD’S BRAVEST...The Fanwood and Scotch Plains police, fire and rescue
squad responders were recognized April 25 at the annual Shield Awards presented
by the Knights of Columbus, Father John Nelligan Council, at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Church in Scotch Plains. Pictured are award recipients from the Fanwood
Fire Department with Assistant Fire Chief Dave Zawodniak, in the white uniform,
and Grand Knight McQuillan, far left.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MUSICAL TRIBUTE...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Marching Band
participated in the annual Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Parade on May
28.

Kristin McAliney for The Westfield Leader
A MADHOUSE...Union County Democrats check in at the registration table at
the party’s convention at Gran Centurions in Clark to elect a new committee
chairman on February 21.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
GOING BACK IN HISTORY...A groundbreaking ceremony was held on May 5 to
officially mark the start of the exterior restoration of the historic Frazee House in
Scotch Plains. A total of  $700,000 of the $800,000 needed for the project has been
raised and work will begin this month. Mayor Al Amith and Township Manager/
Union County Freeholder Alexander Mirabella, members of the Scotch Plains
Council and Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary members, as well as Freeholder Chair-
man Sergio Granados and Freeholder Bruce Bergen attended the ceremony. Union
County awarded $80,000 in grants towards the project.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STATION SQUARE...Building 1, of 5, of Station Square in Fanwood is nearly
fully framed. Station Square is to have 35 townhome-style rentals with seven
affordable units. The owner, Landmark, is expected to have 18 units ready to rent
in the fourth quarter of 2018.

April  14, 2018

April 25, 2018

May 28, 2018

February 21, 2018 June 7, 2018

May 5, 2018

ing spaces will be available for 298
residential units.

Scotch Plains
The township council voted to end

its participation in the State Health
Benefits Program and switch to a
private carrier to provide insurance
for township employees. Acrisure
LLC of Woodbridge was chosen to
serve as health insurance broker for
2018.

The township council was expected
to approve changing the name of the
former Terry-Lou Zoo property to
Frazee House Park. The six-acre lot
contains the Revolutionary War-era
Frazee House.

The township council planned to
introduce an operating budget con-
taining no increase in total expendi-
tures and no increase in the municipal
portion of local property-tax bills.
The governing body was supportive
of keeping the budget at the $25.4-
million level of last year’s spending
plan.

A 43-year-old male reported being
carjacked in the Scotchwood Diner
parking lot on Route 22 East.

The township council approved a
plan to declare 45 properties in the
downtown business district as being
“in need of redevelopment,” a move
intended to, as Mayor Alexander
Smith said, “jump-start” the area’s
revitalization.

In the aftermath of  a mass shooting
in Florida, Police Chief Ted Conley
told the township council that discus-
sions would be held about posting an
armed officer inside Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

Fanwood
The planning board reappointed

Matthew Juckes as chairman at its
reorganization meeting. Dennis
Sherry was selected as vice-chairman
of the board while former council-
man Kevin Boris was appointed to
the board.

The borough council’s redevelop-
ment advisor, Elizabeth Jeffery, ex-
plained a resolution the council would
vote on that would agree to submit a
request for proposals for planning
services to study the Old South Av-
enue corridor.

The borough is establishing new
parking permit fees for 2019, raising
the permit cost by about 10 percent.
The new fee is $407 for Fanwood
residents and $743 for non-residents,
including Scotch Plains residents.

Mountainside
The borough announced it would

renew a contract with Animal Control
Solutions and Borough Administra-
tor James Debbie said Mountainside
would train an animal-cruelty officer
who will be responsible for respond-
ing to animal abuse claims reported
to the police department.

Regional
Four of the seven Democratic

candidates for Congress repre-
senting the 7th District of New
Jersey talked about their platform
aimed at unseating five-term in-
cumbent Republican Leonard
Lance at a candidate meet-and-
greet event held in a packed meet-
ing room at the Cranford Com-
munity Center.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders approved a $19-mil-
lion contract with GPC, Inc. of
Millburn for construction of an inte-
rior stairwell in the Union County
Courthouse tower.

Union County Manager Alfred
Faella released his last county execu-
tive budget of $489 million, of which
$363.5 million would be raised in
county taxes.

MARCH
Westfield

Westfield planned to bring in extra
police protection for school children
in the wake of the recent school
shootings in Florida. Two police of-
ficers specifically for the elementary
and intermediate schools would be
added to the existing school resource
officer in September.

Cranford
The board of education approved

the proposed 2018-2019 school bud-
get in the amount of $67,476,691 for
submission to the executive county
superintendent of schools. Of that
amount, $57,690,552 will be raised
in taxes. The total tax increase on the
average Cranford home will be
$202.06.

Garwood
The board of education unani-

mously approved a preliminary 2018-
2019 school budget with a .5-percent
tax increase imposed, the lowest in 11
years. The tax amount per $100,000
of assessed property value is an $85
increase per household from last year.

The planning board unanimously
approved Princeton Food Service
LLC (Wendy’s) to open an establish-
ment at 257 North Avenue, the former
site of a Burger King restaurant.

Mountainside
The board of education approved a

tentative budget of $19,260,699,
which includes expenditures of
$17,342,545 and $1,704,922 in debt
service. The budget would be sup-
ported by taxes in the amount of
$17,269,965. Based on last year’s
budget, overall spending is up $2
million from $17.3 million last year,
with taxes increasing around $1.5
million from $15.7 million.

Regional
The Union County Freeholders’

Fiscal Affairs Committee had com-
pleted hearings with department di-
rectors on the 2018 budget. The ex-
ecutive budget totaled $489,019,322,
of which $363,468,155 would be
raised in taxes, $8.7 million over last
year.

APRIL
Westfield

Board of Health members dis-
cussed the re-implementation of the
Tobacco Age of Sale Enforcement
(TASE) program, aimed at eliminat-
ing underage nicotine and tobacco
sales. The initiative would target
Westfield tobacco vendors who had
been selling electronic cigarettes or
vaporizers, commonly referred to as
“vapes.”

The recreation commission heard
from a large number of residents who
expressed their concerns about the
decision not to offer playground camp
at Wilson Elementary School, mis-
givings about the lack of a firm
timeline for the creation of the Parks
Master Plan and support for a pro-
posal to install a temporary ice hockey
rink on the basketball courts at
Gumbert Park.

The town council adopted the 2018
municipal budget, with a 7 to 2 vote.
Westfield’s municipal tax levy, as
adopted, for 2018 is $27,975,396.
The average assessed home of
$181,930 would see a $13.72 increase
in taxes this year, or 0.51 percent
increase.

Scotch Plains
Democratic incumbents on the

township council John Del Sordi, Jr.
and Rose Checchio and Republican
incumbent Llewellyn Jones would not
seek reelection. Democrats Elizabeth
C. Stamler, Roshan M. White and
Joshua G. Losardo and Republicans
Andrew Bondarowicz, Sonali Dalvi

and Jeff Kowalczak filed for council
seats.

Mayor Alexander Smith said sev-
eral new initiatives to “harden our
schools” against potential threats
would be implemented as part of a
cooperative agreement with Fanwood
and the board of education, including
placing resource officers in some
schools and limiting access to school
buildings.

The township council gave its
unanimous approval to the $25.67-
million 2018 municipal budget, which
will keep spending and municipal
property-tax rates at the same level as
last year.

The board of education presented a
school budget of $104,317,943, which
will be supported by a tax levy of
$90,818,517, including debt service
of $1,409,450, an increase of
$2,725,110 over 2017-2018. The
operating budget for 2018-2019 will
be $100,214,008. School taxes will
be $70,556,943 in Scotch Plains, with
the average assessed home of
$122,628 paying an increase of
$247.84. School taxes in Fanwood
will be $20,261,574, with the aver-
age borough assessed home of
$87,759 paying an increase of
$214.30.

Recreation commission members
and members of the board of direc-
tors of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Frazee House disagreed about
the township council’s decision to
alter the new name of the park where
the historic Frazee House sits. The
council had named the former zoo
property as Frazee House Park, but
later renamed the six-acre site Frazee
House Park at Terry Lou Acres. The
move was made to acknowledge the
Terry-Lou Zoo that was located at the
site for decades.

Fanwood
Fanwood Councilman Jack

Molenaar would not seek reelection
while Councilwoman Erin McElroy-
Barker would seek another term along
with Patricia Walsh, a Democrat, and
Republican Brian Walter, who ran
last year.

The Fanwood Planning Board
showed concept plans for two new
developments in the works. Twenty-
six apartments on two floors with
retail and parking are proposed for
the former Young’s Paint site at Terrill
Road and South Avenue, and 144
luxury apartments, with a mix of one
and two bedrooms with retail and
parking, are proposed for the A&P
site on South Avenue.

Frank Spallone of the building de-
partment suggested the borough in-
crease its sewer and water connec-
tion fees, which currently are $410.
Business Administrator Fred
Tomkins suggested raising the fees
to $1,000. The council also passed
an ordinance that would set up a
sewer utility. Residents would be
charged separately for sewer use,
which currently is included as a bor-
ough service paid through property
taxes.

Mountainside
The borough council introduced a

$13.1-million municipal budget with
a tax levy of $8.7 million. The budget
represents an increase of taxes by just
under 1 percent. The average assessed
home of $163,735 would see a $19
increase in municipal taxes in 2018.
Total surplus of $1.8 million is antici-
pated for 2018.

Chief School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky presented a school budget
for the 2018-2019 school year of
$17,344,545, representing a 1.8-per-
cent tax increase over the prior year.

Mountainside Chief Financial Of-
ficer Jill Goode received the Busi-
ness Administrator of the Year award
at the Gateway Regional Chamber of
Commerce’s 29th annual Mayors
Dinner.

Cranford
Cranford Mayor Thomas H.

Hannen, Jr., a Democrat, would seek
reelection to a third term on the town-
ship committee. He would face Re-
publican Michael Petrucci, who pre-
viously ran for township committee
in 2015, in the June Primary.

The township committee adopted a
resolution to provide taxpayer relief
through the dedication of tax abate-
ment revenues to the township’s pub-
lic schools from the 225-unit devel-
opment on Birchwood Avenue.

Birchwood at Cranford is to house
225 apartments with 34 of them
deemed affordable.

Mayor Hannen said the township
anticipates additional stormwater to
flow into Orchard Brook, further ex-
acerbating the flooding problems of
the brook, when a proposed 114-unit
development replaces a paperboard
plant on North Avenue in neighbor-
ing Garwood.

The planning board denied a sub-
division application for the 112 Park
Drive property owned by SCODEE
Properties, LLC, for two fully con-
forming lots where one vacant house
currently sits.

Garwood
Mayor Charles Lombardo and

the borough council decided to
pursue a conversation with Roselle
Park on a Department of Public
Works (DPW) shared-service
agreement.

The borough council adopted the
2018 municipal budget with a 4-to-
2 vote. The municipal budget ap-
proved has a projected municipal
tax levy of $5,998,318. The esti-
mated total tax levy for the Garwood
school budget is $8,150,000 and
the projected county budget tax levy
is $3,600,000.

Garwood will see a Democratic Pri-
mary Election race between first-term
Mayor Charles Lombardo and Coun-
cilwoman Sara Todisco. The winner
will face Republican Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro in November.

Regional
Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded of

Westfield and former Roselle coun-
cilwoman Andrea Staten along with
seven-term incumbent Al Mirabella,
the Scotch Plains municipal manager,
filed as the Democratic Party’s Free-
holder candidates. They would face
three Linden residents in the Demo-
cratic Primary. Incumbents Mohamed
Jalloh of Union and Bruce Bergen of
Springfield would not seek reelec-
tion. Republican candidates were
Patricia Quattrocchi of Clark, a former
Garwood mayor; Garwood Council-
man Joseph Sarno and Peter Kane of
Summit.

GOP Congressman Leonard Lance
and Democrat Tom Malinowski filed
for the June Primary. Each faced a
Primary challenge.

State Assemblyman Jerry Green (D-
22nd, Plainfield) passed away at 79
on April 18.

The Union County Freeholder
Board introduced a budget of $483.7
million with $360.98 million to be
raised in county taxes. County taxes
are $6.2 million over 2017.

MAY
Westfield

Dozens of homeowners worried
about the impact of the proposed con-
struction of a temporary seasonal ice
rink on the parking lot at Gumbert

Park voiced serious concerns at a
recreation commission meeting over
potential traffic, parking and exces-
sive noise. Concerns also were raised
about the installation of rows of por-
table toilets, plus noise from the chill-
ers and compressors that wold oper-
ate 24/7, and the rink’s hours.

Town Planner Donald Sammet
stated at a planning board meeting
that the town’s master plan drafting
will be “unlike any other master plan
drafted.” Mr. Sammet said Mayor
Shelley Brindle and the planning
board had decided the master plan
drafting will be a “significant public
participation process.”

Councilwoman and Chairwoman
of the Code Review and Town Prop-
erty Committee Dawn Mackey, Rec-
reation Commission Chairman Gary
Fox and Union Sports Arena owner
Ken Anderson broadcasted a
Facebook Live discussion address-
ing the installation of an ice rink tem-
porarily at Gumbert Park.

Scotch Plains
It was revealed that Mayor

Alexander Smith would meet with
Recreation Commission Chairman
Mike Walsh and members of the com-
mittee overseeing the refurbishment
of the historic Frazee House about
possibly revising the name of the park
where the house stands after mem-
bers of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Rotary Frazee House Committee pro-
tested, calling it “historically inaccu-
rate.”

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education adopted a budget of
$104,317,943, of which $90,818,517
will be raised in school taxes.

Thomas Strowe, the township’s
redevelopment coordinator, said
downtown redevelopment commit-
tee members were waiting to receive
results of a needs-assessment ques-
tionnaire that was distributed to busi-
ness and property owners in the Phase
1 area.

Members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education unani-
mously approved a bid award of
$2,773,000 for the HVAC (Heating
Ventilation and Air Conditioning)
project at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. Air conditioning was to
be installed in the gymnasium, ath-
letic trainer office, band and choral
room, health office and attendance
office.

The zoning board of adjustment’s
approval of a cell phone tower on
westbound Route 22 set off a strong
reaction from residents living adja-
cent to the site where the monopole
will be constructed. Board approval
will allow Horvath Towers V to build
a 105-foot monopole, with a five-
foot-high lightning rod, on a small
piece of land located on westbound
Route 22. T-Mobile will lease space
on the pole and install nine antennas
at the 100-foot level.

Fanwood
An addition to make way for a

larger kitchen at 201 Marion Avenue
was approved, 7 to 0, by the plan-
ning board. The applicant had sought
a coverage variance from the board
due to the odd shape of the home’s
kitchen.

The borough council was ex-
pected to introduce the 2018 mu-
nicipal budget with the local tax
portion of the budget expected to
remain flat, Chief Financial Officer
Fred Tomkins said.

Cranford
The board of education adopted a

$67,467,691 school budget, repre-
senting a 3.37-percent increase over
the 2017-2018 budget. The total tax
increase on the average Cranford
home will be $202.06. Eighty-five
percent of the budget will go towards
salaries and benefits.

A parking variance and design
waiver was granted by the planning
board to allow parking spaces for
additional trucks at the Verizon office
building, used for its landline service,
located on the corner of Orange and
Birchwood Avenues.

The board of education (BOE) reap-
pointed 23 administrative/supervisory
personnel, 253 tenured-teaching per-
sonnel, 93 non-tenured teaching per-
sonnel, 36 building service personnel
and 37 office and clerical personnel.
Superintendent of Schools Scott Rubin,
Ed.D., reported to the board that an
update on the strategic planning pro-
cess went out to the community.

Garwood
Board of Education Business Ad-

ministrator Eric Larson presented the
2018 school budget, which contains a
tax increase that will be half of 1
percent, the lowest in 11 years. The
total budget is $10,106,562 with
$8,209,455 to be raised in school
taxes, an increase of $40,843 from
the previous year.

The Education Foundation of
Garwood held its 14th annual appre-
ciation dinner at The Westwood, hon-
oring Educator of the Year Denise
Cafiero. Barbara Tweedle and Mary
Ann Severage were honored with
the People Making a Difference
Award.

Tempers flared and voices were
raised at a borough council meeting
as parents of Lincoln School students
and dozens of residents expressed
concerns regarding the possible im-
pact on public health from the ongo-
ing demolition of the abandoned
Casale property. Mayor Charles
Lombardo said the current climate of
fear, misinformation and pandemo-
nium must stop, saying that asbestos
abatement and all demolition activi-
ties are heavily regulated and moni-
tored by multiple state and local agen-
cies.

Mountainside
Public Works Director Ron

Romak said the borough had in-
curred more than $100,000 in de-
bris removal expenses from mul-
tiple winter storms.

A lawsuit was filed against the bor-
ough in the Superior Court of New
Jersey by five members of the
Mountainside Police Department and
one female employee. The officers
and the part-time employee claim
“they had experienced a hostile work
environment due to the actions” of
Police Officers Andrew Huber and
Thomas Murphy.

The borough council adopted its
2018 budget of $13,152,104, appro-
priating a tax levy of $8,775,292.

Regional
The Union County Freeholders

approved the Township of Cranford
as the 13th Union County town to
join the county’s 9-1-1 dispatch cen-
ter as part of a five-year contract.
The freeholders also approved an
agreement with Netta Architects,
LLC, of Mountainside for architec-
tural design and planning for the
expansion of the regional dispatch
center to create an additional nine
dispatch positions for a total of 18 at
its center on North Avenue in
Westfield.
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    convenient care,  
           right at home.

8000 Fellowship Road  |  Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
877-708-1121

Fellowship Village Helping Hands Home Care brings you the 
care you need, right to your home. Our certified home health 
aides can help in so many ways. From medication management 
and transportation, to assistance with bathing and dressing.  
Our certified home health aides are available for hourly or live-in 
assistance. Even if it’s just a little help with light housekeeping  
and laundry, it may be all you need to keep living well — in  
your own home.

Explore our new website! 
FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

The Personal Injury

Attorneys at

Bramnick Law

welcome new

lawyers to our team:

Stephen A. Satkin, a litigator, who was

formerly with Cramer, Satkin

is now “of counsel” to Bramnick Law.

Wade Suthard, a certified civil trial attorney.

We are very proud of our attorneys listed below:

Jon M. Bramnick, Esq.
John C. Rodriguez, Esq.

Gary J. Grabas, Esq.
Jonathan P. Arnold, Esq.
Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.

Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.

Carl A. Salisbury, Esq.

Gavin Handwerker, Esq.
Brian J. Trembley, Esq.

Kelly A. Lynch, Esq.
Susan E. Kinsella, Esq.

Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Cristina Carreno, Esq.

Robert C. Rowbotham, II., Esq.

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000   www.jonbramnick.com

Four New Officers Hired,
One SRO Is to Be Added

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONGRATS...Ryan Drew was sworn in by Township Clerk Patty Donahue,
second from left, as a probationary police officer in the Cranford Police Depart-
ment at the December 18 township committee meeting. He is pictured standing
with his family by his side as Police Chief Ryan Greco, left, looks on.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Four new police
officers have been appointed to the
police department, it was revealed at
the December 18 township commit-
tee meeting. Ryan Drew, Christopher
Folinusz, Michael Gamba and
Courtney Holder have been appointed
as probationary police officers effec-
tive Monday, December 31, 2018.

Mr. Drew is a 2014 graduate of
Cranford High School (CHS) and holds
a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice
from Seton Hall University. He cur-
rently is enrolled in the master’s degree
program at New Jersey City University.
Mr. Drew also has held internships with
the United States Secret Service and the
New Jersey State Police.

Mr. Folinusz is a 2013 CHS gradu-
ate and holds a bachelor’s degree in
criminal justice and Labor Studies
from Rutgers University.

Mr. Gamba is a 2015 graduate of
CHS and is to receive his bachelor’s
degree in homeland security from
Monmouth University.

Ms. Holder is a 2012 graduate of
Raritan High School and holds a
bachelor’s degree in justice studies from
Montclair University. She recently was
employed by the Juvenile Justice Com-
mission as a correctional officer.

The new hires will bring the police
department to 53 officers, Chief Ryan
Greco told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

The school district has dedicated
$75,000 for one additional officer
who will be assigned to the schools,
Chief Greco told The Leader/Times.
Four detectives will be cross trained
as school resource officers. Hillside
Avenue School, Orange Avenue
School and Cranford High School
will have an increased presence of
school resource officers, he said.

The township committee endorsed
the affordable-housing plan that the
planning board adopted earlier.

Jamie Cryan has been appointed as
township administrator to fill the va-
cant spot left after township adminis-
trator Terence Wall resigned. Mr.
Cryan last served as chief administra-
tive officer of the Town of West New
York, N.J., since 2016, according to
his LinkedIn profile. He has been a
commissioner on the Hudson County
Planning Board for the last seven
years, was a chairman of the Hoboken
Democratic Committee, and was ex-
ecutive director of the West New York
Parking Authority, according to his
profile. He also is the cousin of Sena-
tor Joseph Cryan (D-20th, Union).

An ordinance on first reading was
passed, 3 to 2, to amend the code that
would allow for a mayor’s designee
to be assigned to the planning board,
where the ordinance had not allowed
a designee before. Commissioner
Mary O’Connor and Mayor Thomas
Hannen, Jr. voted no.

The township has settled its lawsuit
with plaintiff Edan Ben Elazar. Under
the terms of the settlement, the town-
ship is to pay the plaintiff $225,000
and the township’s insurance Traveler’s
Insurance is to pay the plaintiff
$75,000, Township Attorney Ryan
Cooper told The Leader/Times. The
committee voted, 4 to 1, to pass the
resolution accepting the settlement,
with Mayor Hannen voting against.

A resolution was passed, 4 to 1, to
enter into a contract with Szeles Con-
struction for construction services in
the amount of $39,600.

Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley said
the $39,600 is from an insurance
settlement relating to damages that
occurred due to Hurricane Irene. The
contractor is to reconfigure, recon-
struct and restore the first floor of the
municipal building, Ms. Dooley said.

Mayor Hannen voted against the
resolution, saying the funds received
from the insurance settlement should
go towards paying off the emergency
bond used to make the restorations.

Amanda Stryker, a communications
officer within the police department,
has resigned, effective December 6.

Harbor Consultants’ contract has
been amended to add another $31,000
to the contract for planning services
provided to the township.

Salary increases were approved for
the township clerk, the clerk’s assis-
tant, two executive secretaries and
the health department specialist.

During public comments, resident
and retired police officer Brian Lopez
made comments pertaining to the town-
ship committee’s decision to allocate
funds to refurbish and move offices in
the municipal building. He asked why
Ms. Dooley had brought up a com-
parison to police vehicles at a work-
shop meeting. She said she made the
equivalence of a workplace. She said
the administrative employees need a
better working space.

During the closing statements by
the commissioners, Mayor Hannen
announced that this would be his last
meeting serving as mayor. “It has
been my honor to serve as chair as the
township committee.” One of his
goals, he said, was to “make sure
before December 31 that we had a
plan in place to provide for an afford-
able-housing plan to be submitted to
the court. We have done that, and
mission accomplished, as they say.”

“Merry Christmas to all and to all a
good night, especially to you, mom,”
Mayor Hannen closed.

Patrick Giblin is to serve as Mayor
in 2019, and Ms. Dooley will continue
on as Deputy Mayor, Mr. Giblin told
The Leader/Times.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION...Garwood Mayor Charles Lombardo, left, presents
a special recognition award at a recent Garwood council meeting to Gene Jannotti,
chief executive officer of the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce, for
his Chamber work in support of Garwood.

NJ Transit Board Approves
Purchase of New Rail Cars

NEWARK – The NJ Transit Board
of Directors approved a contract with
Bombardier for 113 new rail cars,
which includes the first self-propelled
multilevel rail cars in the United
States.

“This historic purchase is the per-
fect example of how NJ Transit is
reclaiming its position as a national
leader in transportation,” said NJ
Transit Executive Director Kevin
Corbett. “The new self-propelled
multilevel cars break new ground in
railroad technology and we’re proud
that NJ Transit is leading the way.
With this investment, we’ll be able to
retire the oldest rail cars in our fleet,
while increasing reliability, efficiency
and customer comfort.”

This order for 113 Multilevel III
Passenger Vehicles, the largest order
for rail cars in recent years by NJ
Transit, will allow the agency to re-
place the oldest rail cars in its fleet.

The cost for the contract will not
exceed $670 million plus contingencies.

The purchase, which consists of 58
“power cars” with electric propul-
sion capability and 55 non-powered
trailer cars, was approved as part of
the fiscal year 2018 budget. A Re-
quest for Proposals (RFP) went out in
October 2017.

The Multilevel III Power Cars are
Electric Multiple Units (EMU’s), a
multiple-unit train consisting of self-
propelled cars using electricity as the
motive power. An EMU requires no
separate locomotive, as electric trac-
tion motors are incorporated within one
or a number of the vehicles on the train.

The vehicles are scheduled to begin
testing in the third quarter of 2022 and
are expected to enter revenue service
during the second quarter of 2023.

The Multilevel III Passenger Ve-
hicles will replace the aging Arrow
III EMUs, which are over 40 years
old. The new cars increase seating
capacity from 1,380 seats on a 12-car
Arrow III train to 1,552 seats on a
new 12-car Multilevel III train. The
new cars will feature roomier two-
by-two seating as opposed to the three-
person bench seats that are currently
on the Arrow III cars. Other customer
amenities include USB charging ports
for customers and new, onboard in-
formation displays.

The base order is for 58 multilevel
power cars, 33 cab cars, 16 trailer
cars and six trailer cars with restrooms.
There are also options for an addi-
tional 636 cars to replace the remain-
ing single-level cars and accommo-
date future growth.

This purchase is allowing NJ Tran-
sit to take a step toward the goal of
having the overall average age of all
rail vehicles under 30 years old, mak-
ing for a more modern fleet that sup-
ports enhanced comfort, reliability
and efficiency.

The benefits of the Multilevel III
Passenger Vehicles include reduced
operating costs, higher acceleration
and an 11 percent increase in seating
capacity. The Multilevels also have a
higher Mean Distance Between Fail-
ure (MDBF); 370,575 miles, com-
pared to 40,046 miles for the Arrow
IIIs based on October 2018 data.

Garwood BOE Welcomes
New EFG President Kilmer

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Board of educa-
tion member Tracey Roland, at the
board’s December 18 meeting, wel-
comed Candace Kilmer as the new
Education Foundation of Garwood’s
(EFG) president. Ms. Kilmer will be
succeeding Councilwoman and
Mayor-elect Sara Todisco, who served
as EFG President for five years.

“I want to thank Sara” for her years
of service as EFG president, stated
Ms. Roland.

Ms. Roland said over $500 was
raised benefiting the EFG at The Sta-
tion Bar and Grill’s fundraiser in early
December, stated Ms. Roland. A wine
tasting event will be held at Rosie’s
Wine Bar benefiting the EFG. An
official date for the event has not been
decided, but the wine tasting should
take place in the upcoming months,
stated Ms. Roland.

The EFG’s 15th annual “apprecia-
tion dinner” will be held on Thursday,
April 25.

In other business, board members
Mary Ann Kjetsaa, Amanda Langston
and Ms. Roland were acknowledged
for their years of service. As of Janu-
ary, Ms. Kjetsaa, Ms. Langston and
Ms. Roland will not be serving on the
board as their terms have expired.

Superintendent Teresa Quigley,
Ed.D, announced that Lincoln School
Paraprofessional Phyllis Czapla will
retire “after almost 20 years of ser-
vice.” Ms. Czapla’s son, Brian, and
daughter, Lauren, are both Lincoln
School alumni, stated Ms. Quigley.

The superintendent stated that it’s
important to note both Czapla chil-
dren have become leaders in their
professional careers. Lauren Czapla
is a math teacher following her
mother’s footsteps in education and
Brian Czapla is a pilot “landing
planes” on aircraft carriers.

The Washington School boiler will

be replaced in February, stated
Garwood school district business ad-
ministrator Debra LeBrun. The build-
ing is leased to the Westfield YMCA.

The Garwood Police Department
(GPD) is participating in “Double-
Down December” to raise money for
cancer research, board member Al Del
Conte stated. GPD Local 117 has raised
$4,000 for cancer research with their
No-Shave November fundraising cam-
paign, stated Mr. Del Conte.

The board voted in a 5-to-4 decision
to appoint Kathryn Bree as long-term
substitute science teacher. Ms. Bree
will be compensated at the substitute
teacher rate for the first 20 days and on
a prorated scale for the remainder of
the 2018-2019 school year in accor-
dance with the teachers union’s nego-
tiated contract. Ms. Bree will be re-
placing Karen McCarrick who an-
nounced her retirement earlier this year.

During her superintendent report,
Ms. Quigley said the district’s holi-
day concert, which was held Decem-
ber 13, is her favorite night of the
year. She said, “for those who have
not attended,” the event is something
worth seeing next year.

Corrections
A story in last week’s issue  on the

hiring of a new Westfield police chief
incorrectly reported that this was the
first time police lieutenants had been
interviewed for chief. The town’s se-
lection process for a new chief in-
cluded lieutenants in 2005, but not in
2012, the previous two times police
chiefs were hired.

A story on page 1 of last week’s
Westfield Leader on the Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission
(WHPC) meeting should have re-
ported that WHPC Commissioner
Robert Wendel was opposed to the
subdivision application for 667 4th
Avenue in Westfield due to the size of
the proposed home.
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Prices established by ShopRite Liquors of Rochelle Park. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. We reserve the right to limit quantities to four (4) units of any sale items. Prices do not include sales tax.  
None sold to other retailers or wholesalers. Artwork does not necessarily represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only. Effective Thurs. Dec. 27, 2018 thru Sat., Jan. 5, 2019, at ShopRite Liquors of Caldwell, Parsippany, and Westfield, NJ only.   •Lowest acquisition price allowable by NJ ABC law will prevail.

PRICES IN THIS AD ONLY AVAILABLE AT STORES LISTED BELOW...

All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon to Receive Discount All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon to Receive Discount

ShopRite Liquor COUPON ShopRite Liquor COUPON

ShopRite Wines & Spirits of 

Caldwell
478 Bloomfield Avenue, Caldwell, NJ 07006 

(973) 226-8400

ShopRite Wines & Spirits of 

 Parsippany
808 US-46, Parsippany, NJ 07054 

(973) 335-2625

ShopRite Wines & Spirits of 

Westfield
333 South Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 

(908) 232-8700

NO CLUB CARDS OR MEMBERSHIP FEES! Just the LOW PRICES on the Brands YOU WANT!

LARGEST SELECTION OF...

CHECK STORE FOR HOLIDAY HOURS

Last
Minute

Gift 
Ideas!

Last
Minute

Gift 
Ideas!

OUR PRICES

PRICES EFFECTIVE 
Thurs. 12/27 - Sat. 1/5

$809
750 ML

Cupcake
“ALL TYPES”

(EXCEPT SPARKLING)

California 
Wines 
“ALL TYPES”

$919

$709
1.5 L

1.5 L

Beringer 
Main & Vine 

Glen 
Ellen 

Josh Cellars 
Cabernet 

Sauvignon 

$1309
750 ML

Clan 
MacGregor 

Scotch 

$1809
1.75 L 

Jack 
Daniels 

Black Label 

$4509
1.75 L

Fireball 
Cinnamon 

Whisky 

$2739
1.75 L

Bulleit 
Bourbon

$4900
1.75 L 

Svedka 
Vodka 80 

$1929
1.75 L 

Vodka
$1509

$1199
1.75 L

1.75 L

Platinum 
7x 

Balashi

Tequila
$8509

$1899
1.75 L

1.75 L

Patron 
Silver 

Royal  
Emblem  
Gold/Blanco 

Imports
“ALL TYPES”

$999
1.5 LPapi 

$733
1.5 L

Lindeman’s 
Bins 

$699
1.5 L

Zuccotti 

$3409
1.75 LTanqueray

$1609
1.75 LGordon’s

Gin

$3339
750 ML

Hendrick’s

Black Box
Wines

“ALL TYPES”

$1909
3-LITER

Freixenet 
Cordon 

Negro

$909
750 ML

$1100
750 ML

Korbel Brut 
or Extra-Dry 

Verdi  
Spumante 

$509
750 ML

Jameson  
Irish Whiskey 

$5109
1.75 L 

per btl.

$899
FINAL PRICE

After MFR. Mail-In Rebate

12-Pack

Seagram’s 
Escapes
Variety Pack
12-11.2-oz. btls.

$13.99 
-$5.00 

ShopRite
Sale Price

MFR 
Mail-In 
Rebate

Johnnie Walker
Scotch

$5909

$3209
1.75 L

1.75 L

Black
Label

Red
Label

Rum
$1919

$1699
1.75 L

1.75 L

Bacardi 
Lt/Dk 

Royal 
Emblem  
Lt/Dk/
Spiced/
Coconut 

Tito’s or 
Absolut

80 Vodka

$2909
1.75 L

Baileys
Irish Cream

$3909
1.75 L

$1209
750 ML

Kendall Jackson
Vintners 
Reserve

Chardonnay

Alverdi
Pinot Grigio

$1109
1.5 L

Sangria 
$909

$799
1.5 L

1.5 L

Real

Papi Kim Crawford
Sauvignon 

Blanc

$1333
750 ML

Dom  
Pérignon 

Champagne 

$15209
750 ML

Veuve 
Clicquot 

Ponsardin 
Brut 

$4709
750 ML

Proseccos
$1309

$1209

$999
750 ML

750 ML

750 MLMionetto

Ruffino & 
Sparkling Rose 

Ca’tullio

Martini & 
Rossi Asti 
Spumante 

$1109
750 ML

With this coupon. Good ONLY at participating ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Englewood, 
Rochelle Park, Fairlawn, Paramus, Lyndhurst, Hillsdale, Emerson, Northvale, Lodi, Hoboken, 

Bayonne, Jersey City, Wallington and Lincoln Park, NJ only.  No limit – while supplies last.  
No other discounts apply. Effective Thu. Dec. 27, 2018 thru Sat., Jan. 5, 2019.

NO LIMIT 
COUPON. 

NO FURTHER  
DISCOUNTS 

APPLY.

0 010100 6

Ca’tullio Prosecco 
$899

750 ML

SAVE
$1.00

With this coupon. Good ONLY at participating ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Englewood, 
Rochelle Park, Fairlawn, Paramus, Lyndhurst, Hillsdale, Emerson, Northvale, Lodi, Hoboken, 

Bayonne, Jersey City, Wallington and Lincoln Park, NJ only.  No limit – while supplies last.  
No other discounts apply. Effective Thu. Dec. 27, 2018 thru Sat., Jan. 5, 2019.

NO LIMIT 
COUPON. 

NO FURTHER  
DISCOUNTS 

APPLY.

0 010110 3

Papi Sangria 
$699

1.5 L 

SAVE
$1.00
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Mystery Surrounds The ‘Temporary’
Ice Rink In Gumbert Park

How can Gumbert Park be used for
a covered ice rink when the New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection classifies it as “open
space?”

Why has the Town of Westfield not
told us the cost of the ice rink and the
revenue, if any, the ice rink will gen-
erate for the town?

What effect will the ice rink have
on our taxes? Westfield is already one
of the highest taxed municipalities in
New Jersey!

Why was the ice rink built in a
residential neighborhood?

Why was no consideration given to
ensuring parking for the many neigh-
boring taxpaying businesses?

Why is more attention seemingly
paid to the ice rink than to helping
Westfield’s business district?

The business of government is pub-
lic safety, public health, and public
education and not business. Not
building ice rinks. Or are we back in
the days of the ancient Roman Em-
pire when politicians provided
“bread and circuses” to win public
support and distract the public from
the pressing problems of the day?
This policy did not end well for
Ancient Rome!

Nor does the Town of Westfield
have unlimited funds. But the prece-
dent has been set. Today it is the ice
rink. Tomorrow will it be a ski run
from atop the Town Hall?

Limited government serves us
best! “If we can prevent the govern-
ment from wasting the labors of the
people under the pretense of taking
care of them, they must become
happy.” (Letter to T. Cooper, 1802)
President Reagan put it more color-
fully. “Government is like a baby. An
alimentary canal with a big appetite

at one end and no responsibility at
the other.”

Ice skating and hockey are impor-
tant to some people, but knowing
history, literature, science, and math-
ematics is important to all people or
should be. And arguably far more
important to the wellbeing of our
town, our county, our state, and our
country and to the advance of civili-
zation.

We would do well to consider pri-
orities that ultimately will make our
country even greater. Ice rinks are not
one of them.

Our beloved country is being chal-
lenged as never before by highly edu-
cated work forces in Germany, Japan,
and Singapore among other devel-
oped countries. We must not lose a
minute educating our youth. The
money spent on the ice rink would
have been better educationally spent
on more books for the municipal li-
brary, more after-school programs,
and more school trips to great historic
and cultural sites!

Westfield built an ice rink whereas
Singapore built a performing arts cen-
ter and Berlin its state of the art main
railroad station.

Ancient Athens never had an ice
rink, but it did have the Parthenon.
The ancient Greeks gave the world
democracy, the Olympic Games,
Socrates, Plato, Aristotle,
Archimedes, Homer, Euclid,
Aeschylus, Sophocles, Pericles,
Herodotus, Euripides, Solon,
Hippocrates, Pythagoras, Phidias,
Democritus, and Alexander the Great.

Yes, we had better consider our
priorities!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

The Scotch Plains Democrats 2019
Wish List – Keeping You Out!

At Tuesday’s council meeting a
surprise turn of events took place in
which Democratic Councilman John
Del Sordi railed against supporting
an “Affordable Housing Advisory
Committee” and an “Historic Preser-
vation Advisory Committee.” I found
it very odd that the councilman would
want to stop the involvement of us
citizens into two significant commit-
tees that would have the key input into
how we stay out of a “builders remedy
lawsuit” and how we preserve the
unique history of our township. He
would abstain from supporting the
authorization of creating both com-
mittees and was joined by the newest
councilwoman, Democrat Elizabeth
Stamler.

In January the council will be con-
trolled by the three Democrats who
won in November, and my question is
why wouldn’t any councilperson not
want a committee made up of the very
citizens they represent? Would the
new Democrats want a judge in Eliza-
beth to decide where our new devel-
opments will go in the future? Do they
want our tax dollars go towards fight-
ing “builders remedy lawsuits, in
which we would have little to no shot
of winning? Do they not want to pre-
serve the unique character and his-
tory of our township? One of the
councilman-elects, Roshan White,
said during the debate that settling
with the courts on the township’s af-
fordable-housing obligations “is a

great idea.” He suggested that Scotch
Plains should work with state offi-
cials Assemblywoman Linda Carter,
Assemblyman Jim Kennedy, and
Senator Nick Scutari on such matters.
Councilman-elect Josh Losardo noted
that increasing our housing is “fright-
ening” when asked about adding more
people during the debate. Have these
Democrats forgotten their campaign
promises to preserve the character of
the downtown while fighting afford-
able housing? If we can’t trust them to
keep their campaign promises before
they even take the majority, how can
we trust anything they’ve told us?

The best thing this mayor and coun-
cil can do is keep us citizens involved
in the process and actively seek our
input as we navigate the complicated
process of adhering to our afford-
able-housing obligations, while si-
multaneously building and zoning for
a more robust downtown. I’m glad
Mayor Al Smith is creating these bi-
partisan panels that has Scotch Plains’
best interests in mind not the ruling
political party! It is my hope that
these new Democrats take the holi-
day break and realize that they’re
here to represent all of us in Scotch
Plains and that our advisory commit-
tees are one of the most useful tools
utilized in gaining our trust and com-
mitment.

Joe Sarno
Scotch Plains

2018 Was A Monumental Year For
Scotch Plains, Looking to 2019

As 2018 comes to an end, I would
like to remind everyone about some
of the most important accomplish-
ments we achieved together in Scotch
Plains this year.

There are many highlights for
Scotch Plains in 2018 – Our first
Downtown Redevelopment Plan and
RFQ/RFP in over 34 years, a hard
fought negotiated affordable-housing
settlement that will protect Scotch
Plains until 2025, improved school
safety by working with the board of
education to provide armed officers
in all the school buildings, maintain-
ing our AAA bond rating, no increase
in our municipal budget, many great
town events, and much, much more.
However, my most satisfying per-
sonal accomplishment was becoming
a “Sandy Hook Promise” leader and
working with Superintendent, Dr.
Margaret Hayes, to introduce the
“Start With Hello” program in our
school system in the fall 2018 to help
foster a more inclusive and connected
student population.

And of course, these accomplish-
ments and the day-to-day operation
of the town would not have been
possible without the efforts of our
great town team:

Starting with our Town Manager Al
Mirabella who leads the town team
and his administrative staff, Deputy
Manager Margaret Heisey, Project
Manager for Redevelopment Tom
Strowe, and Admin. Secretary
Claudette Desiato. These are the folks
who directly support me and the other
township council members.

Continuing on with the manager’s
team, the Clerk’s Office lead by
Bonnie Lacina, the Buildings Depart-
ment led by Bob LaCosta, the Recre-
ation Department led by D.J. Salvante,
the Finance Department led by Teddy

Georgiou including the Tax Collector
Colleen Huehn and the Tax Assessor
Michael Ross, our Court Administra-
tor Martha Marino, the Public Prop-
erties Department led by Director
Clint Dicksen and Supervisor Frank
DiNizo, our first responders – Police
led by Chief Ted Conley, Fire led by
Chief John Lestarchick, and Rescue
Squad led by Chief Carolyn Sorge,
Office of Emergency Management
led by Dennis Van Natta and all our
volunteers who serve on the Down-
town Redevelopment Committee,
Planning and Zoning Boards, the
Recreation Commission and the vari-
ous other town committees. Also, a
shout out to the library team lead by
Michelle Willis.

And finally, I would like to thank
Deputy Mayor Ted Spera for his lead-
ership and support this year, and of
course our outgoing Town Council
members Andrew Bondarowicz
(2018) and John Del Sordi Jr. (2015-
2018) for their dedicated service and
contributions to Scotch Plains. Let’s
also take the time to remember our
late Councilwoman Rose Checchio
(2015-2018) for all she did to help
make Scotch Plains a great place to
live.

I would like to invite everyone to
the Scotch Plains Town Council reor-
ganization meeting to be held on Janu-
ary 1, 2019 at 12 p.m. at town hall. At
this meeting, we will swear-in and
welcome our three new Town Coun-
cil members, Joshua Losardo, Eliza-
beth Stamler, and Roshan, “Roc”
White. I will also talk in more detail
about our accomplishments this year,
and our priorities for 2019.

Have a Happy New Year! See you
on January 1.

Mayor Al Smith
Scotch Plains

Remember Those Among Us Who
Are In Need This Holiday Season

Two days after Christmas, homes and storefronts
remain aglow, people of all faiths seem to retain that
holiday spirit, and it’s easy to savor the feeling that
— for a while, anyway — all is right with the world.
Yet for economically disadvantaged individuals and
families, that feeling can be hard to come by, as the
challenges of daily living don’t take a holiday.

It is easy to forget, especially during the hustle
and bustle so prevalent this time of year, that even
in our affluent communities are people struggling
day to day to put food on the table, pay heating and
electric bills, or even keep a roof over their heads.
Hunger, homelessness and poverty are not always
as visible here as elsewhere, yet their effects on
body and soul are the same.

We have opportunities right in our midst, how-
ever, to brighten the holidays — and the remainder
of the year as well — for our neighbors in need. One
option is supporting, through donations, area food
pantries and other agencies that provide groceries
and additional necessities to people without suffi-
cient resources.

Among them are the Holy Trinity Food Pantry,
operated from the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield; Cranford Family Cares; the
Mandy Reichman Feeding Program, based at

Westfield’s Temple Emanu-El; Bridges, headquar-
tered in Summit; St. Joseph Social Service Center in
Elizabeth, and the Community FoodBank of New
Jersey in Hillside. Many additional houses of wor-
ship also collect food and other donations for those
in need year round.

Area organizations that serve the homeless in-
clude the Elizabeth Coalition to House the Home-
less, which works in partnership with St. Joseph
Social Service Center and other agencies and com-
munities, and Family Promise, operating from Temple
Emanu-El, which hosts disadvantaged families dur-
ing the holiday season and the summer.

Local charitable programs are vital to providing
material necessities to those without them, but
there is another community need especially strong
this time of year as well — the need for companion-
ship. Holiday cheer can be in short supply for those
living alone or individuals unable to leave their
homes due to age, illness or disability. We encour-
age all to remember these neighbors throughout the
year, but especially now, with a call, card or visit.
It will make their day.

We wish all within our readership area — our
residents, merchants and visitors alike — a safe,
healthy and prosperous new year.

Lawmakers, Mayors Should Focus
On Making N.J. Affordable

As we head into 2019 our state lawmakers should
start focusing on areas to make New Jersey more
affordable.

Lawmakers have turned to legalizing weed as a
means to increase the state’s revenues. New Jersey
mayors are pushing to have a say on this issue. They
want a 5-percent excise tax on pot sales instead of the
proposed 2 percent as included in bills before the
Legislature. Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, the new
president of the New Jersey League of Municipali-
ties, has said 2 percent would not cover the antici-
pated demand on services from the board of health,
code enforcement, law enforcement and education.
Fanwood is a member of the Westfield Regional
Health Department.

More than 40 towns in the state have come out in
opposition to the legalization of marijuana.

The Democrat majority in Trenton believes the
best way to make our state more affordable is to
increase the minimum wage to $15 per hour. In our
view, this may backfire on lawmakers, as fast-food
restaurants have been installing kiosks for custom-
ers to order food in order to cut down on staff.
Eventually, expect to see more and more equipment
to automate ordering and food processing. Super-
markets are cutting down on the number of cashiers

they hire by installing self-serve counters.
Highway toll collectors have all but vanished

through the increased use of E-ZPass lanes. Banks
have moved to ATMs and apps so as to have limited
customer service representatives in their branch
locations. Also, won’t increasing minimum wages
reduce summer-job prospects for high-school and
college-age persons?

Republican Assemblyman Anthony M. Bucco
(R-25th, Randolph) has offered a compromise to
the Democratic Assembly majority of $13 per
hour while increasing the earned income tax credit
to 80 percent. This proposal would be instead of
the $15-per-hour wage being pushed by Demo-
crats.

“There has to be some sort of mechanism to slow
this down (wage hike) if in fact we go into another
deep recession like we saw in 2008,” said Asm.
Bucco.

The GOP plan would freeze the minimum wage
for 18 months if employment drops over a three- or
six-month period.

We encourage lawmakers to take a hard look at
state spending and actually start cutting the budget
instead of focusing on new revenue streams such as
marijuana and sports online gambling.

The Westfield Board Of
Health Held A Meeting
On December 3, 2018
Before the report on the meeting I

would like to take this opportunity to
thank the dedicated citizen volun-
teers who are the Westfield Board of
Health for another year of service.
The members take time out of their
very busy lives to ensure that the
delivery of public health services have
proper oversight and direction. Each
member takes their roles very seri-
ously and have only the health and
safety of the citizens of, and visitors
to, the Town of Westfield on their
minds. Thank you for your service
and support in 2018.

The board reviewed the Depart-
ment reports for November 2018 and
the Animal and Pest Control report
for October 2018. In November, five
retail food establishment inspections
were conducted, all received a satis-
factory rating. Five animal bites were
reported in the animal control report.
These incidents highlight the need to
ensure that all dogs and cats are up to
date on their rabies vaccinations.

The public health nursing reports
for October included the schedule of
health screening and education events
from Overlook Medical Center. De-
tails for these events can be located
at: https://www.atlantichealth.org/ and
click on the events and classes tab. Or
you can call 1-800-247-9580 exten-
sion 2 or (908) 522-2844 for infor-
mation and registration. Also related
to the nursing report was a discussion
on opioid overdoses. Abuse of opio-
ids is a problem in Westfield. Data
associated with the use of naloxone
(a.k.a. by the brand name Narcan), an
agent used to counteract opioids, and
prevention initiatives were discussed.

The board continued discussion of
an ordinance introduced last month
to change the license structure for
retail food establishments from a
square footage-based system to a risk-
based system tied to the sanitary code.
The change will be reintroduced in
2019.

The health officer reported on a
webinar she attended on the topic of
the legalization of marijuana. Health
and public safety representatives from
states that have legalized marijuana
reported on their experiences. A take
away message from the session was
that public health needs a place at the
table when enabling legislation is
being considered, health education
needs to be included and funded at
adequate levels.

January 23rd will be Mental Health
Awareness Day in New Jersey. Sev-
eral resources have been identified to
find information about mental health,
how you can help, and how you can
get help:

From the New Jersey Department
of Health, https://www.nj.gov/health/
n e w s / 2 0 1 8 / a p p r o v e d /
20180123a.shtml For new mothers
and families, https://
w w w. a w h o n n . o r g / g e n e r a l /
custom.asp?page=POSTBIRTH
www.tarahansenfoundation.com/

Information on the health
department’s activities, including
child health clinics and vaccines for
adults, and other programs and ac-
tivities can be found on the Westfield
Regional Health Department website
at www.westfieldnj.gov/health.

The next meeting of the Westfield
Board of Health will be on Monday,
January 7 at 5:30 p.m. in the Westfield
Municipal Building; the public is in-
vited to attend.

Thomas K. O’Neill, President
Westfield Board of Health

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Abacist – One who casts accounts

with a calculator
2. Tassie – A small cup
3. Yach – To come up suddenly
4. Spoliate – To plunder or rob

HIPPARCH
1. An arena for horse racing
2. The Trojan horse
3. An ancient war horse
4. An ancient Greek calvary com-

mander
HILUS

1. The anklebone
2. A basin with a drain, near the altar of

a church, for the disposal of holy water
3. In anatomy, a small notch or open-

ing where vessels and nerves enter an
organ

4. A diagrammatic representation of
something; a summary; a scheme; an
outline

LUETIC
1. Grayish blue
2. Syphilitic
3. Pertaining to white blood cells
4. Producing blood

YURT
1. A Siberian hut
2. To jerk or flinch
3. Violating faith or allegiance
4. To limp
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Westfield Towne Bell Slated To Travel
No More!

By JACK PANOSH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For those of you who stood pa-
tiently last Memorial Day along the
Broad Street parade route, you may
have heard and seen the last rolling
appearance of the Towne Bell after
24 years of public adoration. Most
bells don’t accumulate many miles
since they were never designed to
travel on a trailer. But, this one did.
Below is the rarely told history of the
old bell – an instrument which sang
only one note which was music to the
ears of thousands who heard it year
after year.

It was back in 1993 when Ralph
Jones, then Town Historian for the
Westfield Historical Society, and John
R. Panosh, Westfield Towne Bell
Master, began discussions regarding
the restoration of the old 1879 Pros-
pect School bell, which, with neces-
sary parts, was lying in a heap in a
back corner of a bay at the DPW on
North Avenue. The question was,
“could the bell be restored, reas-
sembled and made transportable on a
trailer in time for the 1994 Westfield
Bicentennial?” It was time to call in
Mayor Garland C. “Bud” Boothe,
who, after hearing of the plan, gave
his wholehearted blessing, support
and energy.

Ken Marsh, director of public
works, suggested that with the aid
and expertise of Richard Edge, a long-
time and mechanically knowledge-
able DPW employee, this idea might
work. After all, since the bell was
originally installed in the belfry of the
Prospect Street School (just south of
Trader Joe’s parking lot today), where
it was used to signal school activities,
fire calls and other important civic
events, it earned a place in the annals
of Westfield town history. But years
passed and the school was no longer
required. So, the bell found a new
home in the Madison Avenue Chapel
in north Westfield where it called
parishioners to worship for many
years until, after declining use, the
bell was donated to the Westfield
Historical Society. The chapel, after
closing, was refashioned into a resi-
dence.

Getting back to the pile of bell parts
in the DPW bay, closer inspection
found the steel bell, cast by the Vickers
Bell Foundry in Sheffield, England,
to be covered with rust inside and out
as were the iron A-frame side sup-
ports, the iron yoke and clapper. It
was Richard Edge who was inspired
to move the bell and parts to another
bay, where a hoist could be used to
elevate the heavy bell for cleaning.
The bell supports and the wooden
rope ringing wheel were also to be
assembled, hoisted and refurbished.

Winter of 1993 was fast slipping
away and work speed needed to be
increased. A trailer needed to be de-
signed and the completed bell and
with its ringing wheel needed to be
test mounted. So, over the Christmas
and New Year holidays, Jones and
Panosh worked many extra hours so
that we, along with Richard Edge,
could lower and bolt the bell on its
new ride. After a test run we found
that a re-designed trailer was neces-
sary and leaf springs needed to be
installed in the wheel assemblies to
prevent damage to the bell supports.
Finally, it was time for primer and
final coats of paint. The ringing wheel
got stained and varnished. The clap-
per was installed and, after some con-
stant turns of the rope wheel, the bell
made music again.

We were ready for the Bicentennial
celebration. We drew a lot of atten-
tion at Temple Emanu-El and other
venues where local celebrants gath-
ered around to hear and touch “a
steeple bell on a trailer”— a sight and
sound they had never before witnessed
close up.

A few years passed as the bell and
trailer were stored again in the end
bay at the DPW — this time, all
assembled and in ringing condition
instead of in a pile of parts. Then, in
1999, the DPW found it needed the
space and asked us to look ahead to
find a new home for the bell and
trailer.

It was Mayor “Bud” Boothe who
came to the rescue when he asked the
DPW to give us a corner of their
storage yard so that we could build an
enclosure which turned out to be
known as “The Bell Barn.” Arrange-
ments, courtesy of Mayor Boothe,
were made with Westfield Lumber
for donation of wooden materials,
shingles, screws, nails and even the
stain to coat the outside. With the aid
of three Habitat for Humanity crafts-
men along with two or three WHS
members, the barn was finished be-
fore winter. A tree branch was nailed
to the top rafter to celebrate the final
enclosure of the roof. With the instal-
lation of the doors and rear window,
the bell and trailer were backed into
the barn with room to spare due to the
expert design provided by Mayor
Boothe.

Time passed and again the DPW
needed space. They managed to move
the bell barn to different locations,
each time weakening the structure.
Finally, in a few months, the barn was
no longer in salvageable condition
and had to be abandoned. At least
temporarily, the WHS had to find a
new storage facility which worked
for a while.

During its active years the Towne
Bell gained a reputation, both locally
and, because of its exposure on the
Internet, in other communities and
states. It is possible that Westfield had
the only historic bell on a trailer, a
feature which enabled it to be shared in
a variety of venues. The bell has trav-
eled to and has been heard in Rahway
(Drover Museum), Summit (for cen-
tennial celebration), Scotch Plains (for
a town clock installation ceremony)
and FestiFall/Spring Fling. The bell
has appeared in Mindowaskin Park
for various events, at two or three
Westfield Christmas Tree lightings,
for First Night activities and as partici-
pation in concerts.

Unfortunately, because the notori-
ety of the bell has diminished or local
groups have just plain forgotten that
Westfield has a Towne Bell, the bell
has lately been relegated to service
once a year — in the annual Memorial
Day parade. Even this may come to an
end.

There has been an offer by a Boy
Scout to the Westfield Historical Soci-
ety to build a stone pedestal on which
to display the Towne Bell at the Reeve
House on Mountain Avenue. The trailer
would go away, both the wooden ring-
ing wheel and clapper would have to
be removed and, most likely, the bell
will never be heard again. The bell and
its parts are not made to withstand the
elements. Given the history of the bell’s
locations, its preparation for public
ringing and travel, it would be a disser-
vice to decommission the bell in this
way. Think about it. How many com-
munities can boast of having a travel-
ing tower bell...that rolls and rings as it
was intended to do?

Perhaps the Scout’s planning, ef-
forts and funding could be redesigned
to build an enclosure that would house
or display the bell as it stands today. As
an instrument, a bell means nothing if
it cannot be heard even if with its one
note majesty. Once stilled, bells aren’t
fun just to see or touch. The beholder
then has to imagine how it sounds. And
that is virtually, if not, impossible.

And then there’s this: It’s been said
that once a bell is rung it cannot be
unrung. But, not to ring it at all, then all
we get is silence.

The story behind The Westfield
Towne Bell is intriguing and, as bells
go, unique. To carry out the display
plan stated above would be to all but
erase the historical efforts that went
into the bell’s restoration. Westfield
would no longer have a “Towne Bell”
with unusual significance, purpose and
exciting ring. If our one-of-a-kind bell
could be housed intact, protected and
marketed properly...well, then, we in
the community and local service orga-
nizations could honestly say that we
have something worth talking about.

In memory of Ralph Jones and
Mayor Garland C. “Bud” Boothe
with thanks and gratitude to Richard
Edge.

SPF Times’ Fred Rossi Honored For 20
Years Of Reporting In The Township
Scotch Plains Times reporter Fred

Rossi was honored at [last] Tuesday
evening’s Council meeting in recog-
nition for his two decades of cover-
age on town council meetings and
local events. His dedication and ac-
curate reporting to the residents of
Scotch Plains is appreciated.

Mr. Rossi’s Comments:
Well, I feel like I just won an Acad-

emy Award.
Thank you, mayor; thank you, coun-

cil, for this very special honor. This
means a lot to me. It’s nice to hold a
piece of paper in my hand that’s not a
subpoena or a speeding ticket.

Twenty years ago this week, the
newspaper asked me if I’d be inter-
ested in covering the Scotch Plains
council on a regular basis. I said yes,
figuring this would be a nice, boring
assignment that maybe would hold
my interest for six months, but my
bigger problem at the time was figur-
ing out just where the heck town hall
was. I knew nothing about Scotch
Plains, I had been through here once
I think, and I knew no one in town. So
I ended up using one of those street
maps that used to be in the front of the
phone book to find out where 430
Park Avenue was.

On December 29, 1998, I first
walked into this room for the final
council meeting of that year — and I
didn’t know a single person. But
after the meeting ended, two people
somehow knew who I was and came
up to me to introduce themselves.
First was a young lady who was set
to become the new mayor in a few
days: Geri Samuel. And the other
was the township manager, Tom
Atkins.

And I’m happy to say that 20 years
later, Geri and Tom remain my friends.
As do countless others who have sat
up here and worked in this building:
35 council members, seven mayors,
six township managers, eight town-
ship attorneys, five police chiefs, two
township clerks—and just ONE Bob
LaCosta!

I’ve covered 14 elections in town
and have seen some really good people
run for office here, win or lose, people
like Mickey Marcus and Jeff Strauss
and Luisa Bianco, Rich Duthie,
Llewellyn Jones, Frank Rossi,
Paulette Coronato, Colleen Gialanella
and Lou Beckerman, just to name a
few.

And it’s been very comforting to
me to be able to commiserate over the
years with a few of my fellow Mets
fans like Andy Baron and Tom Atkins
and Marty Marks and Al Mirabella.

I’ve also been privileged to witness
a little bit of history over these 20
years, with the naming of the first
African-American member of the
council, the wonderful Sharynn Por-
ter; the first African-American police
chief, Marshall Nelson; the first fe-
male to be ELECTED mayor, Nancy
Malool; and the ascension of Scotch
Plainser Don DiFrancesco to gover-
nor of New Jersey.

Twenty years ago, I knew no one in
town. But now, it’s kind of nice to

come into town—for a meeting or to
go out to dinner or browse the Farm-
ers Market—and know that I’ll run
into a friend or two, people like Bill
Picard and Margaret Heisey and Al
Muller and John Mooney and Carolyn
Sorge and Lisa Mohn.

I wasn’t born here and I didn’t
move here until 2001 but I really do
consider Scotch Plains my home, in
so many respects. I hope the residents
here know that they live in a truly nice
town, full of very nice people.

The main reason I’ve managed to
do this for 20 years is because of
those great people, past and present,
in this wonderful town—and, unlike
some ridiculous people, nobody here
has ever called me—or John Mooney,
as far as I know—an enemy of the
people.

But I guess I’d have to say the worst
part of these 20 years, besides the
periodic meeting that drones on for-
ever, is saying goodbye to those great
people who I’ve liked a lot or who
became dear friends. People like Doug
Hansen, who was a gem of a friend
and a great giver of advice to me
during some difficult days for me
years ago. And Meg Kolaya, a great
person who transformed the library
into what it is today.

And my old neighbor Pat DiNizio,
who was always kind to my young
son when he was a 10-year-old
wanna-be rock and roll musician.
And gentleman Mike Rossi, the
former police chief who in 2001
was the subject of my favorite inter-
view. And the always energetic Joan
Papen. And, of course, my best
friend in town the past few years,
Rose.

And a quick thanks to a few people
in my own world who know by now
that most Tuesday nights I am un-
available because I have to be here, at
my second home. Thank you to my
partner, Joao, my parents watching
out in TV Land, and my son, Evan,
who as a young kid knew more about
all the ins and outs of municipal gov-
ernment than any third or fourth grader
should!

My son may have been one of the
youngest sources ever to leak inside
information to me. Back in early 2006,
he was best friends in elementary
school with the son of then-municipal
judge Brian Levine. My son called
me up one night to excitedly tell me
that Brian’s son had told him that
Brian Levine was going to be named
township attorney—but I couldn’t tell
anyone because it was still a secret.

And I also want to thank Horace
Corbin, the publisher of The [SPF]
Times newspaper, for his continuing
support of and faith in me all these
years.

It’s said that journalism is the first
draft of history — and it’s been so
much fun writing what I hope is a
fairly decent and accurate rough draft
of the recent history of our little town.
I look forward to doing this for 20
more years!

Fred Rossi
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor

NEW BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Ambeli Greek Taverna  •  Berse Law, LLC

Boxwood Coffee Roastery  •  Brassy Buddha Yoga Studio

Brow Bar Permanent Makeup  •  Business Energy

Cetera Advisor Networking LLC  •  Columbia Bank

Compassion Therapy, LLC  •  CrossFit 908 Central

ELA Financial Group, Inc.  •  Excel Orthopedic PT

Farinolio  •  Farmer's Insurance

Forefront Designs Architects  •  J. McLaughlin

JDS HVAC Service LLC  •  Little Nest Portraits

Outta Hand Pizza  •  Signature Realty

Spencer Savings Bank  •  The Oils Room

The Runaway Fork  •  Warby Parker

Westfield Shoe Repair  •  Westfield Station Cafe

Westfield Tailors  •  YESTERcades

Luxury Garage Sale  •  Spirit Halloween

The Marketspace at Westfield

(Source: Downtown Westfield Corporation website)

The Leader/Times can assist with public relations & marketing:

Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager • 908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com

GRAND OPENINGS IN WESTFIELD:

POP UP SHOPS:

COMING SOON:

Atlantic Health  •  Bare Burger

Cinnaholic  •  Innovation Taco

Orgreen Poke  •  Osteo Strong

Portokali Modern Grill

Mayor Brindle On Promises Kept On
2018 Priorities And Accomplishments
As I look toward next year, I want to

recap what was accomplished during
my first year in office and extend my
gratitude to our community for their
support.

I would first like to thank the mem-
bers of the town council, and in par-
ticular subcommittee Chairpersons
Dawn Mackey, Linda Habgood, David
Contract and Mike Dardia for their
tireless efforts in leading many of our
2018 initiatives. I’d also like to thank
Councilpersons JoAnn Neylan, Doug
Stokes, Frank Arena and Mark
LoGrippo for all of their efforts and
support during my first year, and look
forward to continuing to work together
to benefit the residents of Westfield.

None of these accomplishments
would have been possible without the
amazing efforts of our town employ-
ees. As a full-time mayor, I get to see
first-hand the daily efforts of each one
of our staff members, and I couldn’t
be prouder of the work they do on all
of our behalves.

Starting with some highlights, the
following accomplishments are cat-
egorized within the four main priori-
ties I committed to and set out to
achieve when I was sworn in on Janu-
ary 1.

I would love your feedback on how
we’ve done so far, suggestions on
what can be done better, and what
you’d like prioritized in 2019. Thank
you for holding me accountable as
your Mayor as we continue to trans-
form campaign promises into reality.

3' Highlights:
‘ Maintained a robust $10 million-

budget surplus
‘ Increased road paving by 50 per-

cent
‘ Generated substantial unantici-

pated revenue by introducing new cash
management plan

‘ Implemented robust tree planting
program

‘ Implemented various improve-
ments to incentivize Downtown busi-
ness climate (29 new businesses
opened with eight more planned in
1Q2019!)

‘ Introduced AddamsFest with
11,000+ attendees in its inaugural year

‘ Operated as a full-time volunteer
Mayor

1 – Increase resident engagement
by improving transparency and com-
munication to better reflect the open,
inclusive, innovative and collabora-
tive spirit of our community.

‘ Opened volunteer application pro-
cess for board and commission posi-
tions resulting in 500+ applications

‘ Established town-wide volunteer
database to engage the talents and
skills of residents

‘ Introduced RFQ /RFP process for
all town paid professional services to
ensure we were achieving the most
value from the most qualified profes-
sionals

‘ Live streamed town council meet-
ings, town events and storm updates

‘ Published the names of all board
and committee members on town
website

‘ Established part-time public in-
formation officer position which has
improved timeliness and frequency of
communication via town website and
social media channels

‘ Communicated board agendas, min-
utes and recaps, and major town updates
using social and traditional media

‘ Published bi-monthly Mayor up-
dates for key initiatives

‘ Delivered real-time storm commu-
nication during the several winter
nor’easters

‘ Established ward-specific Nixle
alerts and Neighborhood Watch pro-
gram in cooperation with the WPD to
improve timely communication related
to police activity

‘ Established new committees to
better leverage the talents of our com-
munity and engage new members:
Senior Advisory Council, Youth and
Family Mental Health Commission,
Technology Advisory Council, Media
Council, Special and Adaptive Needs
Committee, Events Committee, and
Investment Council, and Pedestrian
Safety Task Force

2 – Improve operating efficiencies,
identify new sources of revenue, and
maintain strong fiscal oversight

‘ Delivered lowest municipal tax
rate increase in decades

‘ Generated substantial unantici-
pated revenue through a newly intro-
duced cash management plan

‘ Put excess surplus to work for
residents through enhanced focus on
capital improvements

‘ Passed resolution allowing a road
engineering consultant to evaluate ev-
ery road and build a cost efficient
long-term paving plan for the town

‘ Accelerated our long-range capital
plan to improve DPW capabilities, in-
cluding purchase of new street sweep-
ers, bucket truck, plows, road repair
equipment and a cardboard compactor
at the Conservation Center

‘ Reinvested revenue from Police
Department’s provision of utility ser-
vices to purchase new police cars in-
stead of using taxpayer dollars

‘ Began collaborating with Scotch
Plains and Fanwood mayors to iden-
tify potential shared service DPW op-
portunities, with support from Gover-
nor Murphy’s office

‘ Initiated first significant public/
private partnership with the installa-
tion of a temporary outdoor ice rink at
Gumbert Park, converting an
underutilized town asset into a one
with broad community benefit paid
for by a private operator

‘ Created a new resident service app

for real-time, online identification of
potholes, light outages, etc. which will
be rolled out in 2019

‘ Announced the establishment of
an Investment Council of qualified
community volunteers to advise on
investment management strategies for
2019 and beyond

‘ Announced the first open and pub-
lic budget process to hear feedback
from the community at large in 2019

‘ Chart a vision for Westfield’s fu-
ture that embraces growth and inno-
vation, improves the downtown busi-
ness climate, and effectively manages
redevelopment

‘ Initiated Master Plan reexamina-
tion process: selected consultant, ap-
pointed Steering Committee, and
agreed on public engagement process
to chart a 10+ year vision for Westfield

‘ Initiated first ever Parks and Rec-
reation strategic plan: selected con-
sultant, appointed steering commit-
tee, and agreed on process to parallel
the Master Plan

‘ Implemented plan to drive Down-
town foot traffic and support local
merchants: introduced ‘Second Sun-
day’ events, enhanced Festifall with
new children’s zone and merchant
friendly layout, and relocated the
Farmers Market

‘ Introduced extremely successful
AddamsFest, with potential to be sig-
nature annual town event with signifi-
cant promotional and revenue poten-
tial

‘ Finalized COAH obligations to
facilitate development in areas that
need revitalization while minimizing
impact on infrastructure

‘ Addressed short-term parking chal-
lenges while long term challenges are
addressed in the Master Plan reexami-
nation process: renovated Parking lot
7 (+12 spots), switched to angled park-
ing on Prospect St. (four more spots),
and added more grace periods

‘ Initiated exploration of alternative
transportation options starting with
microstransit van, bike/scooter share
programs, and Lyft partnership.

Established relationship with Lord
& Taylor at the local and corporate
level, resulting in a commitment to
stay and grow in Westfield

‘ Created opportunities to improve
the business climate in town: signifi-
cantly reduced parking enforcement
downtown while expanding free park-
ing, passed ordinances allowing roof-
top dining and craft breweries down-
town, provide greater latitude to zon-
ing official to grant parking variances
to minimize unnecessary applications
to board of adjustment

‘ Initiated review of zoning ordi-
nances to be able to challenge devel-
opers and discourage subdivisions

‘ Saw 29 new business open in
Downtown with eight more sched-
uled in 2019, including anchor ten-
ants such as J. McLaughlin, Warby
Parker, Atlantic Health and Bare
Burger which will provide Westfield’s
first rooftop dining experience.

4 Champion quality of life issues
that impact all residents

‘ Hired new police chief committed
to leading the department with utmost
integrity while introducing a commu-
nity focused and diverse culture, and
introduced a comprehensive hiring
process that included outside experts’
participation

‘ Founded and co-chaired the
Raritan Valley Line Mayors Alliance,
which has successfully partnered with
key legislators to lobby NJ Transit for
Raritan Valley Line peak one-seat ride

‘ Empowered and prioritized his-
toric preservation efforts by appoint-
ing a town historian to provide recom-
mendations for preserving historically
significant properties, including seek-
ing public/private solutions for pres-
ervation before a property is poten-
tially demolished; investigating op-
portunities to strengthen existing his-
toric designation ordinance to align
with like towns to allow for broader
grant potential; initiated Historic Pres-
ervation Commission designation sta-
tus for Reeve House and Triangle Park,
collaborated on restoration of Flat-
iron Building

‘ Relaunched and prioritized the Green
Team with 15 volunteer professionals
who accomplished the following: imple-
mented five new recycling programs at
the Conservation Center in two new
recycling sheds, funded by a Union
County grant; held inaugural Earth Day
Fair that attracted 100+ residents, pro-
duced an educational video on “how to
recycle” that was mentioned on Chan-
nel 2 CBS News in New York

‘ Passed an ordinance repealing $10
resident parking permits

‘ Installed new pedestrian safety
measures, including beacons on North
Ave./ Tuttle Pkwy., West Broad/
Marion, Central Ave./Lenox Ave., and
South Ave./Boulevard; introduced Pe-
destrian Safety Task Force inclusive
of residents and county leadership to
improve Central Ave. pedestrian in-
frastructure; improved timing of traf-
fic light at Central Ave. and Terminal

‘ Passed short-term rentals ordi-
nance to regulate home rentals and
ensure neighborhood safety

Introduced Neighborhood Watch
program to engage neighbors to help
in crime prevention

‘ Completed renovation of
Mindowaskin Park playground to
make it inclusive for all, safe, and fun

‘ Beautified South Ave. traffic circle
Thank you for being part of

Westfield’s bright future! Happy Holi-
days. See you in 2019!

Mayor Shelley Brindle
Westfield
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– Obituaries –
Mary Agnes Stanton Tullis, 88, Was

Beloved Mother and Active Volunteer
troop. Aggie will be most remembered
as a devoted wife, an involved and
loving mother, and a wonderful home-
maker who was as handy with a wrench
as with a spatula.

In 1982, the Tullis family
moved to Groton Long
Point, Conn., where they
had previously spent their
summers. Aggie became ac-
tively involved in the com-
munity, including serving
on committees of the Mys-
tic Congregational Church.
Later in life, Aggie and Bob
enjoyed traveling and
spending their winters in
Naples, Fla.

Aggie spent the past sev-
eral years at Arden Courts,

a memory care facility in Avon, Conn.,
near her daughter, Mary, who was
devoted to her care as Aggie’s health
and memory sadly deteriorated. Aggie
was predeceased by her husband and
by her sister, Jeanne Acuff of Green
Valley, Ariz. She is survived by her son
Robert S. Tullis and his wife, Lisa, of
Melrose, Mass.; son Jonathan F. Tullis
and his wife, Dee, of Welches, Ore.;
daughter Mary Tullis Engvall and her
husband, Bob, of Canton, Conn.; eight
grandchildren and three great-grand-
children. She will be laid to rest along-
side her husband at the Elm Grove
Cemetery in Mystic, Conn. A family
memorial service will be held at a later
date. Contributions in Aggie’s memory
may be made to the Connecticut Chap-
ter of the Alzheimer’s Association.

December 27, 2018

David Theodore Luerssen
David Theodore Luerssen, 78, of

Suffolk, Va., died Wednesday, De-
cember 19, 2018, after a lengthy
illness. Born in Plainfield, N.J., to
Theodore B. and Emily S. Luerssen
of Westfield, N.J., he graduated from
Westfield High School in 1958. Dave
graduated in 1962 from Colgate Uni-
versity in Hamilton, N.Y., where he
was a member of Phi Kappa Tau
fraternity, a cheerleader, and mem-
ber of the prestigious Colgate 13,
their male singing group. He then
entered the U.S. Naval Reserve as an
Ensign and was stationed in Nor-
folk, Va., serving on the USS
Walworth County and aircraft car-
rier USS America during his four-
year commitment. Dave spent his
entire business career in manage-
ment positions with Public Service
Electric and Gas Co. of New Jersey.
He earned an MBA from Rutgers
University in New Jersey in 1971.

Survivors include his wife of 53

years, Pinky; three children, Eliza-
beth Mercer Luerssen of Suffolk,
Va., John David Luerssen (Heidi)
of Westfield, and Ann Luerssen
Crowther (John) of North Plainfield,
N.J., and eight grandchildren, David
J. Everett (Molly) of Dublin, Va.,
Caitlin Everett of Falls Church, Va.,
Meredith, Hayley and Jack Luerssen
of Westfield, and Jane, Theodore
and Luke Crowther of North
Plainfield. Each grandchild was his
favorite.

A memorial service will be held
at 10:30 a.m. today, Thursday, De-
cember 27, at Sturtevant Funeral
Home in Bennetts Creek Chapel,
Suffolk, Va. Luncheon will follow
at Cedar Point Country Club in Suf-
folk. Mr. Luerssen will be cremated
and his ashes spread in the ocean in
Lavallette, N.J., at a later date. For
more information, please go to
www.SturtevantFH.com.

December 27, 2018

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.

Service League Thrift Shop
To Reopen on January 2

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League
Thrift Shop, located at 1741 East 2nd
Street, Scotch Plains, will reopen on
Wednesday, January 2, at 10 a.m.

The shop theme for January will be
housewares. Merchandise will include
small appliances, kitchen utensils,
cookware and bakeware, everyday and
fine china, glassware, stemware and
cutlery. Visitors also will be able to
check out the shop’s cookbook selec-
tion and try some bold new recipes.

The thrift shop is well stocked with
winter clothing. Ski suits and jackets
are available, and skiwear also is suit-
able for outdoor workers and chil-

dren who like to be out in the snow.
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-

vice League is an all-volunteer, non-
profit organization that has served the
local communities since 1974. Since
its founding, the League has donated
more than $1.3 million for local causes.
If interested in learning more about
the League or membership, call (908)
322-5420, visit the League’s website
at scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com
or speak to any of the volunteers at the
thrift shop. Interested persons also are
encouraged to check out the
organization’s Facebook page,
“Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League,” and give the League a “Like.”

Shop hours are Tuesday through
Friday, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and Sat-
urday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Volunteers
will gladly accept new and gently-
used donations during business hours
and will provide tax receipts. Tax re-
ceipts can be used for saleable items.

Parking is available on the street
and in the rear of the building.
Visitors may enter the parking lot
via Willow Avenue.

Online Voting Underway
For Gingerbread Contest

WESTFIELD — The town’s first-
ever Gingerbread House Competi-
tion is officially underway, and resi-
dents are invited to check out the
entries and vote for their favorites.

“We received 24 entries that com-
pletely exceeded my expectations,”
said Councilwoman Dawn Mackey,
who organized the contest. “It’s won-
derful to see the participation from
residents of all ages showing their
holiday spirit.”

The entries were submitted in the
following categories: Under 14 Kids
Only Effort, Family/Group Effort,
Westfield Iconic Building, and Grand
Prize/Best in all Categories. All vot-

ing (one entry per category) is being
held on the town website at
westfieldnj.gov/gingerbread, and will
close on Monday, December 31.

While the photos of each entry are
posted on the voting page, Council-
woman Mackey encourages every-
one to come out and see the unique
gingerbread creations in person,
which are on display in various busi-
nesses throughout downtown
Westfield. They include: Farinolio,
Midtown Authentic, Jersey Mike’s,
Savory Spice, Columbia Bank, Sole
Shoes, Ahrre’s Coffee, Blende,
Patricia and Paul, N and C Jewelers,
Ono Bowls, Nos Vinos, Outta Hand
Pizza, Alex and Ani, Brunner’s Opti-
cal, Ortho Care, and Mimi and Hill.

“The level of effort and detail in
these submissions is extremely im-
pressive, and can be best appreciated
in person,” said Ms. Mackey. “We are
so grateful to the Westfield businesses
that are displaying the entries, and we
encourage everyone to come out and
have a look at these incredible cre-
ations while supporting our local busi-
nesses over the holiday season.”

Winners will be announced on Tues-
day, January 1, and prizes will be
awarded at the town’s annual reorgani-
zation meeting on Thursday, January 3.

JFS Alzheimer’s Group
To Meet January 4

AREA — The Jewish Family Ser-
vice of Central New Jersey
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregiver
Support Group will meet on Friday,
January 4, at 10 a.m., at the JFS
Halpern Building in Elizabeth.

Free and open to Alzheimer’s/De-
mentia caregivers in the community,
the support group is run in accor-
dance with Alzheimer’s New Jersey
guidelines. Caregivers are welcome
to join the group at any time. This
support group is not suitable for indi-
viduals with the dementia diagnosis.

Registration is required if planning
to attend. For more information, con-
tact Alice Greenberg-Sheedy at (908)
352-8375 or agreenberg-
sheedy@jfscentralnj.org.

We
Can
Help
With
That!

908-232-4407908-232-4407908-232-4407908-232-4407908-232-4407
goleader.comgoleader.comgoleader.comgoleader.comgoleader.com
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Obituary Notices
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Marketing Assistance

Legal Advertising
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New Jersey Children to Get
‘Radio-active’ January 5

AREA — A ham radio, on-the-air
operating event for kids will be held
on Saturday, January 5, at the New
Providence Senior/Community Cen-
ter, located at 15 East Fourth Street
off of Livingston Avenue.

NPARC, the Amateur Radio Club
serving the Watchung Hills area, will
set up two operating ham radio stations
that day. Children of all ages from
Berkeley Heights, New Providence and
surrounding towns are invited to par-
ticipate and make direct radio contacts
with other youngsters at ham stations
all over the United States. In the past,
contacts have been made to the eastern
United States, as far west as Oklahoma,
Colorado and California, and to coun-
tries such as Ireland and Australia.

The radio equipment and antennas
will be supplied by NPARC mem-
bers, and setup will start around noon.
Kids’ operation will start at about 2

p.m. and continue until about 5 p.m.
Kids Day is intended to encourage

young people — licensed or not — to
enjoy amateur radio. It gives young-
sters on-the-air experience, so they may
develop an interest in electronic tech-
nology and in pursuing a ham radio
license in the future. This activity also is
intended to give hams a chance to share
their stations with local residents.

Kids Day is not really a contest, but
records of all contacts are kept. All
participants receive a colorful certifi-
cate, proving that they did make an
actual contact and speak with another
child somewhere in the world.

This event occurs twice a year, in
January and in June. It is done in
cooperation with the Berkeley Heights
Recreation Commission and the New
Providence Recreation Department,
both of which support the functions
performed by NPARC.

HOLY LIGHT...The Reverend Monsignor Ronald J. Marczewski, pastor of the
Church of Saint Anne in Garwood, leads the lighting of the nativity at the church
on December 15, surrounded by the faithful. This special event was part of the
parish’s celebration of the Advent season leading up to Christmas.

Westfield Library to Offer
Three Events In January

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, will kick off January
with three new programs.

Human resources consultant Karen
Camden will present “Job Search for
Everyone” on Saturday, January 5, at
2 p.m. Ms. Camden poses these ques-
tions: How will you react if you lose
your job? Could it happen to you?
Will you be prepared? Will you get
lost in the “why me?” syndrome?
How will it affect you, your co-work-
ers, your family and friends?

This course is designed to answer
these questions and address many
areas that will help job seekers move
forward towards achieving a success-
ful job search. As a bonus, those who
attend the full session will receive a
“Top 10 Tips” takeaway handout.

Ms. Camden is the president of
Camden Associates, a consulting firm
that provides services in communica-
tions and people skills, organizational
assessments and clutter control.

On Tuesday, January 8, at 1:30 p.m.,
librarian Marge Barkan will teach an
adult craft on sock cupcakes and candy.
“These cozy sock cupcakes and candy
treats make perfect party favors or
wonderful little gifts for Valentine’s or
Teacher Appreciation Day,” she said.
All materials will be provided.

Due to the hands-on nature of this

class, registration is limited. Registra-
tion is available to Westfield resident
cardholders and, beginning today,
Thursday, December 27, to MURAL
patrons as well, space permitting.

Trivia Night will be the highlight of
the evening on January 8 at 7 p.m.
Attendees are encouraged to bring
their teammates, team up with others,
or be a one-person outfit. There is a
maximum of four people per team.
The winning team gets a prize. Ev-
eryone ages 16 and over is welcome
to play. The questions are designed to
be accessible to a large range of ages
and interests.

Attendees should sign up for the
programs, which are free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 40-plus li-
braries that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Librar-
ies. Interested persons are advised to
check the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary website, wmlnj.org, to see if
their library is a MURAL participant.

To register for the programs, visit
wmlnj.org and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
option 0.

The library will be closed on Tues-
day, January 1, for New Year’s Day
and Monday, January 21, for Martin
Luther King Day.

Art Enrichment Programs
To Be Available to Adults

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Public Library will
present art enrichment programs
for adults during January.

From January 6 to 29, the public
is invited to view the abstract art-
work of Lana Liddy-LaPadura in
the library’s downstairs gallery
space. A reception will be held on
Sunday, January 13, from 2 to 3:30
p.m., that is open to the public.

The Jewelry Making Club will
meet on Monday, January 14, at 10
a.m., led by instructor Perthea
Brown. Registration is required for
this event.

Back by popular demand, Leah
Zara-Acevedo will return with a
“Let’s Monet!” painting project on

Thursday, January 24, at 6:30 p.m.
Participants will create their own
interpretation of a winter painting.
Space is limited for this program,
and registration is required. Regis-
tration will be limited to Scotch
Plains and Fanwood adult
cardholders until Friday, January 11.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue in the
center of the township. To sign up
for programs that require registra-
tion, to check for cancellations due
to inclement weather, or for more
information, visit the library’s
website, scotlib.org. More infor-
mation also is available by calling
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204.

Mary Agnes (Aggie) Tullis, 88,
died from complications of age and
Alzheimer’s on Sunday, December
16, 2018. Aggie was born on April
12, 1930 in Amsterdam, N.Y., to
Dudley and Anna Stanton.
In her childhood, she en-
joyed Girl Scouts, horse-
back riding and being out-
doors in the nearby
Adirondack Mountains,
which she loved. A favor-
ite summer destination
was Lake George, N.Y.,
and winters were not com-
plete without a ski trip to
Oak Mountain, in Specu-
lator, N.Y. After graduat-
ing from Colby Junior
College in New London,
N.H., she finished her degree at
Skidmore College in Saratoga, N.Y.
After college, Aggie worked as a
publicity staff assistant at Ellington
and Company in New York City.
While in New York, she met her
future husband of 46 years, Robert
H. Tullis, Jr., who went on to become
the President and CEO of the Home
Insurance Company based in lower
Manhattan.

The couple raised their family first
in Longmeadow, Mass., and later in
Westfield, N.J., where Aggie was ac-
tive in her church and in civic and
charity work, including the Junior
League and Mobile Meals. In her spare
time, she loved to ski and play tennis.
She was also a dedicated Cub Scout
den mother for both of her sons and
leader for her daughter’s Brownie

Mary A. Tullis



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, December 27, 2018 Page 7

SHOWCASING THE BELL...Alexander McGrail, a Westfield High School
senior and member of Boy Scout Troop 72, has chosen for his Eagle Scout project
building a pedestal for the town bell, which has been a part of Westfield history
since 1869. The bell is to be displayed on the grounds of the Westfield Historical
Society’s home on Mountain Avenue.

Scout to Build New Home
For Westfield Town Bell

WESTFIELD — A Westfield Boy
Scout has chosen as his Eagle Scout
project building a new home for the
town bell.

Alexander McGrail is building a
pedestal for the bell, which has been
part of the town since 1869, outside
the home of the Westfield Historical
Society on Mountain Avenue.

“The bell is currently parked at the
side of the Historical Society house on
a trailer, wrapped in a tarp, and comes
out once a year for the Memorial Day
Parade,” Alexander, 17, explained.

“I feel as though the bell is such an
important part of our town’s history
that it deserves a special home where
it can be displayed,” he added.

The bell started life hanging in Pros-
pect Street School from 1869 to 1921,
where it served not only as the school
bell but also as the town’s fire bell.

It was rung to mark the armistice
at the end of World War I before it
was moved to the steeple of the
Madison Avenue Presbyterian
Chapel, where it remained until the
congregation disbanded in 1985 and
placed it in storage.

After it became the property of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield, it
was donated to the Westfield Histori-
cal Society, which restored it, along
with the Westfield Department of
Public Works, in time for the Westfield
Bicentennial in 1994.

Alexander, a Westfield High
School senior, feels a particular con-
nection to the bell because he was
born in the United Kingdom in a
town very close to Sheffield, where
the bell was created, and his grand-
father worked in the steel industry
which built the bell.

Nancy Priest, president of the
Westfield Historical Society, said, “It
will be wonderful to have the bell out
where it will be visible and people will
be able to come and learn the history of
it rather than it be under cover all year
and then briefly go past in a parade
when people don’t really see it.”

Architect and Historical Society
volunteer Greg Blasi, of Vincentsen
Blasi Architecture, has donated his
services to design a pedestal for the
bell, which it is estimated will cost
$4,000 to build.

The first task was to create a con-

crete foundation, which Alexander
has done with help from his dad,
Mike, and brother, Michael.

Mason Joe Britanak was to start
work on the stonework before the
holidays.

Alexander will rope in fellow
Scouts from Troop No. 72, based at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
to help him lift the bell, which weighs
500 pounds, onto the pedestal.

He would be very grateful for any
donations to help pay for the project.
Donations must go through Boy
Scout Troop 72. Anyone who is in-
terested in helping should contact
Committee Chairman Rob Sheppard
at info@troop72.wstfldnjscouts.org.

Columbia Bank Toy Drive
Spreads Holiday Cheer

Employee Collection Effort Gathers
Approximately 950 Holiday Items

FAIR LAWN — Columbia Bank
has recently completed their Annual
Corporate Holiday Toy Drive for chil-
dren in New Jersey. Coordinated by
Team Columbia volunteers, the effort
benefited five organizations across
the state of New Jersey, including
New Jersey Department of Family
Services, Boys and Girls Club of
Passaic and Paterson, Washington
Elementary School in Edison, Toys
for Tots, and Nemours Dupont Pedi-
atrics. Approximately 950 items were
donated, including toys, clothes, gift
cards and coats.

“We are extremely thankful to our
Team Columbia volunteers and all
who donated to help make our an-
nual Toy Drive another success. We
hope these small donations will help
brighten the holiday season for fami-
lies and children across our state,”

said Thomas Kemly, Columbia
Bank’s President and CEO.

Shown are some of the Team Co-
lumbia volunteers who helped collect,
wrap and distribute the holiday gifts to
the participating organizations.

About Columbia Bank
Headquartered in Fair Lawn, N.J.,

Columbia Bank has an asset base of
over $6.5 billion and 49 full-service
offices throughout New Jersey. Co-
lumbia Bank offers a wide range of
consumer and commercial products,
including online and mobile banking,
localized lending centers as well as
title, investment and wealth manage-
ment services. For more information
about Columbia Bank’s full line of
products and services, visit their
website at ColumbiaBankOnline.com.
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SUPPORT FOR ST. JOSEPH...The Westfield Service League currently is seek-
ing grant applications. A recent recipient was St. Joseph Social Service Center in
Elizabeth, which provides multiple services for the poor and homeless. Pictured
are Bernadette Murphy, executive director of St. Joseph Social Service Center,
left, and Jacqueline Karmol, St. Joseph at-large board member, right, with Kim
Taylor, president of the Westfield Service League.

Westfield Service League
Seeks Grant Applicants

WESTFIELD — Organizations
needing a small financial boost may
now apply for a grant from the
Westfield Service League (WSL). The
League is accepting grant applications
for 2019 from local and area 501(c)(3)
organizations in Union County through
Monday, January 28, 2019.

In 2018, WSL donated approxi-
mately $58,000 to 29 area organi-
zations. Many organizations re-
ceived grants between $1,000 and
$2,000. Among those receiving
grant funding was St. Joseph Social
Service Center in Elizabeth, which
offers a wide range of services and
programs to poor and homeless
people in greater Elizabeth.

“Grants from the Westfield Service
League save lives,” Bernadette
Murphy, executive director of St. Jo-
seph Social Service Center, told WSL
members during a membership meet-
ing. Most of the grant money goes
toward prescription medication
vouchers for people who can not af-
ford them, she explained.

“Thanks to the Westfield Service
League’s support of our Health Ser-
vices program, St. Joseph’s is able
to help clients with life-sustaining
medications,” Ms. Murphy said.
“We also provide education and vi-
tal sign monitoring to assist clients

in managing their health. People
may not realize that this program is
a downstream effect when they do-
nate an article of clothing.”

The WSL accepts donations of
clothing, shoes, home décor, toys
and other items and sells them in its
thrift shop in Westfield. Sales of
items in the WSL Consignment Shop
are split between consignors and the
organization. Funds for grants result
from the profits of both the WSL
thrift and consignment shops, which
is why the Service League empha-
sizes that its shoppers, consignors or
donors are paying it forward and
giving back to their community.

St. Joseph Social Service Center
also previously received a grant
that was used to purchase an aw-
ning to provide cover from sun,
rain or snow to clients waiting to
enter its facilities.

Grant information and an applica-
tion may be requested by e-mail at
wsldonationapplication@gmail.com.
Hard copies of the completed applica-
tions, with support materials, must be
received by Monday, January 28, 2019.

The WSL Thrift and Consign-
ment Shops are located at 114
Elmer Street, Westfield. For more
information,  visi t
thewestfieldserviceleague.org.

Elvis to Be Honored
At ‘Sunday Sounds’

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library has announced
the return of “Sunday Sounds,” a
musical series scheduled for the first
Sunday of each month.

The library will celebrate Elvis
Presley’s birthday with an event
January 6 at 1 p.m. The Einstein
Alley Musicians Collaborative will
play hits from the Million Dollar
Quartet (Presley, Carl Perkins,
Jerry Lee Lewis and Johnny Cash)
in a program that is suitable for
adults and families with older chil-
dren. Attendees also will enjoy
some birthday cake in the King’s
honor. No registration is required.

For more information, go to
scotlib.org, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue in the center of the township.

FUMC Worship to Highlight
Four Habits For New Year

WESTFIELD — The First United
Methodist Church (FUMC) of
Westfield invites the community to
join the congregation for an explora-
tion of its January worship theme of
“From Expectations to Reality: 4 Hab-
its for the New Year.”

“After experiencing the joyous cel-
ebrations of Advent and Christmas,
we realize that theoretical expecta-
tions are only good for a while. Janu-
ary gives us the opportunity to con-
nect the joyful reflections of Decem-
ber with hopeful expectations for the
future. Turning these four actions into
habits will help you meet the greater
expectations God has for you and
your family,” according to a descrip-
tion of the series from the church.

Throughout the month of January,
FUMC Westfield will collect diapers
for The Maker’s Place in Trenton.
The Maker’s Place is a new ministry
of United Methodists in Greater New
Jersey that is focused on expressing
the wide welcome of God through
initiatives centered around food and
families. The Diaper Drive will col-
lect diapers of all sizes for infants and
children living in poverty. Diapers
will be distributed as part of “First
Birthday” parties for babies and their
families, hosted by The Maker’s Place
and Trenton area United Methodist
churches. To support this initiative,

bring diaper donations to worship on
Sundays.

FUMC Westfield holds worship
every Sunday at 10 a.m., with Church
School for all ages at 9 a.m. and
Fellowship Time following worship
at 11 a.m. The church is located at 1
East Broad Street, Westfield. For
more information about FUMC, visit
fumcwestfield.org, on Facebook
(FUMC Westfield), or on Instagram
(fumcwestfield).

AARP Chapter To
Meet on January 7

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area AARP Chapter 4137 will have
its next meeting on Monday, January
7, at 1 p.m. It will take place at the
Scotch Hills Country Club, located
at Jerusalem Road and Plainfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

In its ongoing series of programs
pertaining to the well-being of se-
nior citizens, the chapter will present
a speaker from the ATRIA facility in
Cranford, who will discuss the im-
portance of diet and good balance in
one’s life and how to achieve this.

A short business meeting and re-
freshments will follow the program.
New members are always welcome.
Dues are $10 a year. For more infor-
mation, call Ilsa at (908) 322-1788.

goleader.com/form/subscribe
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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

BIG WINS – LODER, SCANLAN, SIMPSON, MILLER, OSLISLO

Blue Devil Matmen Top SPF
In Wounded Warrior Classic

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mission accomplished! The out-
come of the match between the host-
ing Westfield High School wrestling
team and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders was not nearly as important
as the mission on December 21. The
mission was that all proceeds from
the showdown would go to the
Wounded Warrior Project and a large
crowd was on hand to witness the
event.

Westfield presented one of its best
teams in memory, while the Raiders
arrived with a lot of new faces to fill
in the vacated slots due to graduation,
and the Blue Devils prevailed, 63-6.
But the enthusiasm was still abun-
dant.

Although it was the lowest scoring
bout of the evening, the showdown
between two tough and talented op-
ponents, Raider Ed Smith and Blue

Devil Brendan Loder, at 220-lbs, was
anything but boring. Loder took sev-
eral shots but the powerful Smith was
able ward off his attacks. After a score-
less first period, Loder escaped and
the two battled on their feet for the
remainder of the period.

“I was shooting a lot but I was a
little too close to the out of bounds, so
most of my shots went out of bounds,”
Loder explained.

In the third period, Loder managed
to control the bout working on a Gable
maneuver but Smith could not be
budged. The result was a 1-0 deci-
sion.

“I thought that my top [position]
was pretty good. I was able to hold
him down. I tried to get some turns but
it didn’t work out. I was trying to get
the wrist out, put it on the back but
he’s a tough kid. He wasn’t budging
that much,” described Loder, who
added, “I got some stuff to improve

on. It’s only the second match of this
season, so I hope to keep on improv-
ing.”

Another battle came in the bout
before Loder’s at 195-lbs. Blue Devil
Tim Miller recorded a head-and-arm,
spin around takedown but Zach
Zimmerman escaped. Miller added
an escape and a head-and-arm walk-
around takedown to carry a 5-2 lead
into the third period where he added a
mid leg-pick takedown and another
walk-around takedown to earn a 9-5
decision.

The Wounded Warrior Project ben-
efit match actually began in the 126-
lb class where Blue Devil CJ
Composto worked a clinic of six
takedowns and a nearfall before pin-
ning Ben Root in 1:46 with a half
nelson to cradle move. Blue Devil
Jeremy Silber followed with single
grapevine/head smother to pin Josh

ABBY McKINNEY 2ND WHS ALL TIME IN 100-BUTTERLFY

Blue Devil Boys, Girls Defeat
Raiders in Swim Showdown
Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Super fine performances on each
squad propelled the Westfield High
School boys and girls swim teams
past rivals Scotch Plains-Fanwood at
the Westfield “Y” on December 21.
The Lady Blue Devils topped the
Raiders for the second straight year
(regular season meet), 101-69, while
the Blue Devil boys defeated the Raid-
ers, 94-76.

The Lady Blue Devils took first in
all three relays and won five of the
eight individual events. Blue Devil
Abby McKinney’s winning time of
58.25 in the 100-butterfly was second
on the all-time WHS list (See Devils
Den). McKinney also took top hon-
ors in the 200-Individual Medley (IM)
with a time of 2:11.6. Blue Devil

Natalie Lee took second in the 100-
fly at 1:00.95, followed by Raider
Caroline Warren at 1:00.98 and Blue
Devil Olivia Terry at 1:05.26. Raider
Lily Hughes was second in the 200IM
at 2:11.74, followed by Blue Devils
Jenna Daniel at 2:19.4 and Marcelina
Krowinska at 2:21.13.

Julie McGann also won two events,
the 200-free at 1:57.6 and the 500-
free in 5:23.3. Raider Warren touched
second in the 200-free at 1:58.18,
followed by Blue Devil Erin
McAndrew at 1:59.97 and Raider
Abby Ryan at 2:01.42. Blue Devil
Fiona Strout took second in the 500-
free at 5:28.13. Raiders Aislin Mooney
was third and Ellie Richard was fourth.

Blue Devil Kelley Thompson won
the 50-free in 25.14, followed by Raid-
ers Julia Bonhote at 25.49 and Chloe

Howell at 25.58, and Blue Devil
Vivian Jeckell at 25.93. Raider Howell
won the 100-free in 55.03, followed
by Erin McAndrew at 55.25. Raiders
Bonhote was third and Rachel Small
was fourth. Hughes won the 100-back-
stroke at 58.78, followed by Thomp-
son at 1:00.67 and Small at 1:03.24.
Lee finished fourth. Raiders Sofia
Leonetti at 1:11.13 and Ryan at
1:12.23 finished 1-2 in the 100-breast-
stroke, while Blue Devils Daniel, Ellie
Cestaro and Maddy Sullivan finished
3-4-5.

The Lady Blue Devils got a nice
10-4 team score jump by finishing 1-
3 in the 200-medley relay with Th-
ompson, Cestero, Abby McKinney
and Jeckell touching first at 1:51.86
and Lee, Krowinska, Daniel and Erin

GOFF 19 PTS, RUKA 14 PTS; DONOVAN 9 RBS, 4 ASSISTS

Cougar Boys Hold Off Millers
In Hoops 4th Quarter, 63-52

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Smooth sailing in the first half
turned into a nightmare from the start
of the third quarter until midway
through the fourth quarter of the
Cranford High School boys basket-
ball team’s game with the Millburn
Millers in Cranford on December 18.
The home team witnessed a 16-point
lead dwindle to just a two-point lead
during that span but a magical timeout
seemed to turn everything around and
the Cougars answered with an 11-2
run the rest of the way to earn a 63-52
victory.

Assists, strong defense and control

of the boards put the Cougars on a
direct route to success in the first half.
Senior Kevin Donovan dished out
four assists and pulled five of his nine
rebounds during that time. Cole
Blazek (2 steals) scored five of his
eight points in the 17-8 Cougar first
quarter, while Hunter Goff, who fin-
ished with a game-high 19 points, and
Arjun Petgrave (8 rebounds, 12
points) each netted four points, and
Pat Blowe (2 rebounds, block) and
Joe Carrea (4 points, 3 rebounds)
each had two points.

Senior Jeremy Ruka (14 points, 3
rebounds, assist, block) was set up
nicely to lead the 18-11 Cougar run in

the second quarter with eight points,
which included a pair of 3-pointers.
Ruka, who banged his third 3-pointer
in the third quarter, was appreciative
of the assists he received.

“It’s all my teammates. I am not
great at creating them myself. It’s
everyone else on my team. They just
keep getting me open shots and I tried
my best to knock them down,” Ruka
said.

“We had a tough loss to Caldwell
last time and we just wanted to bounce
back. I get more pleasure out of see-
ing my teammates score than myself.
Jeremy can attest to that. So I am

STRAVACH 11 PTS, 10 RBS; LISANTI, KREUSSER 9 PTS

Hopewell Valley Holds Off
Lady Blue Devil Cagers, 41-39

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Accuracy in shooting was not par-
ticularly top shelf but solid defense
did keep the Westfield High School
girls in the game right to the end in a
stinging, 41-39, loss to Hopewell
Valley Central in Westfield on De-
cember 20. The 1-2 Lady Blue Dev-
ils, down by seven points entering the
fourth quarter, made a valiant charge
but the Lady Bulldogs managed to hit
two key free throws in the waning
seconds to keep them at bay.

“I think our shots were definitely
off but I think our defense powered
through our offense. We managed to

keep it close because even if our shots
weren’t falling, we stopped them on
the defensive end and pushed it to
transition to get a lay-up,” Senior
Sam Stravach answered.

“Also we realized that our foul
shots are also huge components to
winning games. Defense and fouls
shots we’ve all been taught wins
games. It’s all about getting those
last shots in. I thought the reason
why it was so close was we missed a
couple of foul shots, missed a couple
of lay-ups but in the end, we know
we just have to keep working harder
because we know 100 percent that
we could have beaten this team to-

day,” Senior guard Lily Maz added.
Both teams did take 12 free throws

but the Valley girls sank 10 while the
Blue Devils sank only five. Meggie
Wiley, who led all scorers with 19
points, including three 3-pointers,
sank six of those free throws.

“They made their foul shots. We
definitely need to make our foul shots.
At the end of the day, it was a two-
point game. We make those foul shots,
we win the game,” Stravach said.

Although she was not particularly
pleased with her shooting, Stravach
led the team with 11 points. Maz, who
contributed two points, two rebounds,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLE OF TITANS...Blue Devil Brendan Loder, left, tries to work a bearhug on Raider Ed Smith in their 220-lb bout
during the Wounded Warrior Project benefit match at Westfield High School on December 21.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DOUBLE WINNER...Blue Devil Abby McKinney works the breaststroke portion of the 200IM that she won during the meet
with the Raiders on December 21. McKinney also won the 100-butterfly in 58.25 (2nd all-time WHS).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING THE BALL AROUND...Blue Devil Sam Stravach, left, with Lily Maz, No. 10, on the right, tries to keep the ball
out of the reach of Hopewell Valley’s Meggie Wiley, No. 15, at Westfield High School on December 20.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SURROUNDED BY COUGARS...Millburn Miller Ben Lipkin, No. 25, is hemmed in by Cougars Kevin Donovan, No. 24,
Devin Houghy, center, Jeremy Ruka, No. 34, and Joe Carrea, No. 42, in Cranford on December 18.
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Cougar Cager Boys Hold Off Millburn, 63-52
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

always looking for them. The team
played great, great team defense. I am
happy to get a win,” Donovan said.

Quite often it was Donovan who
was looking to set up Ruka.

“We have been doing that since the
fourth grade. He’s great at it. He al-
ways finds me when I’m open and I
am always very grateful for him,”
Ruka expressed.

The third quarter began with a per-
sistent Miller full court press and it
definitely threw the Cougars off their
game plan and poor passing followed.
Ethan Fine scored 10 points, while
Ben Lipkin and Zane Solander each
nailed a 3-pointer and Sterling Kinsale
bucketed a lay-up and a free throw as
the Millburn won the quarter, 19-9 to
cut the Cougars’ lead to 44-38.

The terror seemed to cease as Goff
quickly scored the first four points of
the fourth quarter and Petgrave fol-

lowed with a 2-pointer but with the
help of a pair of 3-pointers, the Mill-
ers answered with a 12-2 run to slash
the lead to 52-50 before Cougar Head
Coach Sean Trotter called for a
timeout with 4:51 remaining.

“I thought we got a little complai-
sant because we played such a great
first half and we thought that we could
just show up in the second half and
beat them. We weren’t focused on the
press break. We weren’t slowing it
down, getting it into our ball handler’s
hands and we were turning it over,”
Donovan explained.

“I think sometimes we were having
so much fun. We played way too fast
and they were trying to speed us up.
That was their goal. We just had to
slow it down. We kind of forgot that
we got a game to play,” Ruka added.

The conference definitely worked
its purpose as the Cougars followed

with their 11-2 run.
“Our coaches were great. They

know what to say. They see what we
are doing wrong and they help us fix
it,” Ruka said.

“They told us we got to slow the
ball down. We got to start running our
offense because we are very success-
ful when we do that. We were getting
too erratic throwing the ball around.
He just said slow it down and we will
get the win. We were a little too pan-
icky,” Donovan explained.

Goff bucketed six more points,
Petgrave added two and Ruka strut-
ted to the free throw line to score the
final three points of the game.

“I always feel comfortable with the
ball late in the game. I knew they were
going to foul, so I went and got them
and knocked them down,” Ruka ex-
plained.

The Cougars actually hit well from
the charity line throughout the game,
sinking 19 of 28 shots (68 percent).

“We work on that all the time. We
know it’s a big part of the game. Most
games come down to free throws.
Doesn’t matter if we are tired, that’s
what we practice,” Ruka said.

“At practice when we start run-
ning, coach makes sure we can make
them with tired legs because you are
not always fresh, so late in games
that comes into play,” Donovan
pointed out.

Donovan and Ruka were especially
very pleased with the performances
of Goff, Petgrave and Blazek.

“All three of those guys played
great games. We wouldn’t have won
without them. Arjun was rebounding,
being active. All those guys, they are
so fast. That’s who I always look for
in transition with those three guys.
They are great finishers, great play-
ers,” Donovan expressed.

“They are something special. They
can just run. They can run, run, run.
They can play great defense, they
look to move the ball on offense and
they are a big part of this team. That’s
why we got the win today,” Ruka said.
Millburn   8 11 19 14 52
Cranford 17 18   9 19 63

Blue Devil Boys, Girls Defeat Raider Swimmers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

McKinney finishing third at 1:55.41.
Raiders Hughes, Leonetti, Small and
Bonhote touched second at 1:52.04.

The Blue Devils took 1-3 in the
200-free relay with Erin McKinney,
Jeckell, Krowinska and McAndrew
finishing first at 1:42.66 and Anna
Wunderle, Sullivan, Gillian Strout and
Sarah Kennedy taking third at 1:47.1.
Raiders Ryan, Howell, Rachel
DiFabrizio and Warren finished third
at 1:43 (blurred). The Blue Devils
also finished 1-3 in the 400-free relay
with McGann, Erin McKinney, Th-
ompson and Abby McKinney taking
first at 3:39.41 and Katie Bromberg,
Olivia Terry, Amanda Pyle and Lee
taking third at 3:54.44. Raiders
Howell, Bonhote, Small and Warren
finished second at 3:43.96.

Many of the Boys times and names

were blurred due to water damage.
The Raider boys won six individual

events and one relay but the Blue
Devils turned in a number of seconds,
thirds, and fourths, which included a
1-2-3 sweep in the 100-breaststroke.
Raider Josh Cohen took first in the
100-free at 47.5. Westfield took sec-
ond and Raider Matt London took
third. Cohen also touched first in the
100-back at 53.07. Led by Roan Baker
(54+) the Blue Devils took 2-3-4 in
the event.

Raider Alan Shao won the 200-IM
in 1:57.49, followed by Baker at 158+.
Shao touched first in the 100-fly at
53.33 and Westfield took 2-3-5 in the
event. Raider Corey He won the 200-
free in 1:49.14. Westfield also took 2-
3-4 in the event. Corey He led a 1-3
Raider finish in the 500-free at 4:35.

Raider Aiden Trenery took third.
Blue Devil Cooper Prieto won the

50 free in 22.18. Tom Brennan led the
Blue Devil sweep in the 100-breast at
1:01.46, followed by Barney Veres at
1:02.1 and Jeremy Kronheimer at
1:03.24.

In the opening event, the 200-med-
ley relay, the Blue Devils finished 1-
3 to take a 10-4 team lead. Baker,
Brennan, Zach Youseff and Prieto
touched first at 1:38.2. The Blue Dev-
ils also took 1-3 in the 200-free relay
with Kronheimer, Youceff, Tim
McGann and Prieto finishing first at
1:31.05. Raiders Shao, Dan
Donaldson, He and London took sec-
ond at 1:31.2. Raiders He, London,
Sean Hough and Cohen won the final
event, the 400-free relay, in 3:23.66.
Westfield finished 2-3 in the event.

Rahway Survives Challenge;
Nip Raider Boy Cagers, 44-40

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys
basketball suffered a 44-40 loss to the
hosting Rahway Indians on Decem-
ber 18. These two UCC Valley Divi-
sion rivals have a recent history of
closely fought, intense games and this
one was no different. Zion Pendleton
scored nine points to lead the Indians,
who led by as many as 11 points late
in third quarter before surviving a
Raider fourth-quarter rally that closed
the deficit to just four points with a
minute to play.

“Our kids were saying prior to the
start of the game that we needed to be
ready for Scotch Plains because they
knew it was going to be another physi-
cal, tough, close game with them,”
said Rahway Head Coach Kevin

Conroy. “That is exactly what it was.”
The game was practically even in

the first quarter with Rahway holding
a 10-9 advantage. Both teams at-
tempted to push the ball up and down
the court in a fast-paced transition
style. In the second quarter, it was
Rahway that had more success,
outscoring the Raiders, 13-6, to grab
a 23-15 lead heading into the break.

“I think the rebounding advantage
we had throughout a lot of the game
was the difference,” said Conroy. “But
there were moments or stretches of
the game where Scotch Plains had the
upper hand on the boards. That evened
things out.”

The Raiders struggled to keep pace
in the second quarter but much of the
problem could be traced to their in-
ability to convert open looks.

“We have scorers,” said Raider
Head Coach Steven Siracusa. “Jay
Williams is going to be a very good
player for us. He can really light it up
when he gets going. Same thing with
Justin Guy. He did some good things
for us even going back to last year but
we play team basketball and we had a
lot of wide open looks, including ten
missed lay-ups and many other open
shot opportunities. The guys that are
in the game are in there for a reason
and it is because we are confident that
they can make them. We just have to
get better at converting them and fo-
cusing in practice so that it becomes
easier in the game.”

Rahway gradually built an 11-point
lead at 34-23 with two minutes re-
maining in the third quarter. The Raid-
ers made a move at the start of the
fourth quarter and began closing the
gap. A put back by John Ramos cut it
to 38-29 with 6:30 to play. Eric Berkins
scored on a lay-up that became a
three-point play after he was fouled.
This pulled the Raiders to within five
with over five minutes left. Suddenly
it was the Indians who were back on
their heels.

“It was a combination of things,”
said Conroy. “Their defense was re-
ally good against us at that point and
I don’t know that our shot selection
was as good as I’d have liked. But I
feel like their defense forced us to
settle for those shots.”

The Raiders narrowed the score to
38-35 and had the ball with a chance
to get closer but Williams’ floater in
the lane rattled out of the basket. The
Raiders had another chance, trailing
41-37 with the ball and just under a
minute remaining. Justin Guy was
fouled but missed both free throws.
Rahway iced the game by hitting three
free throws. Jayson Williams led the
Raiders with 12 points.

“Basically we have a whole new
team this year,” said Williams. “We
have to learn to work together and
improve our chemistry. We weren’t
locking down our defense until about
the end of the third quarter and into
the fourth. Once we did that we were
able to get back into the game.”

For Rahway, which is also working
in several new players into their rota-
tion, the win was their third straight
on the young season.

“I know it is a cliché to say it but we
are probably a lot like Scotch Plains in
that we are a work in progress. For
better or for worse, we were fortunate
enough to win the game. It is a learning
experience. We are better off for hav-
ing played a game like this one. For the
first half of the year, that is going to be
our approach. We just want to get
better every day,” Conroy said.

Meanwhile the Raiders know they
have work to do if they are going to
get back on the winning track that has
been customary since Siracusa took
over the program.

“At practice we always talk about
competing,” said Siracusa. “I’m proud
that we were able to do that today. We
just have to continue to work on the
little things like being smarter with
the ball, knowing where we should be
on the court, knowing when to take a
charge and properly box out. All of
those little things add up over the
course of a game. That has been the
difference in these first couple of
games for us.
Sc Pl-Fanwood   9   6 12 13 40
Rahway 10 13 13   8 44

STAROSA SCORES 10 PTS, KLURMAN 8 PTS, LYGHT 7 PTS

Plainfield Girls’ Quick Jump
Stops Raider B-Ballers, 44-35

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Plainfield’s J’Daah Wyatt-Doyle
scored 20 points to lead the Cardinals
past Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 44-35,
in a girls’ varsity basketball game
played on December 20 in Scotch
Plains. The visitors led by 16 points
midway through the third quarter then
held off a determined Scotch Plains
rally that cut the lead down to five
points early in the fourth quarter. The
victory kept Plainfield undefeated (3-
0) while the Raiders dropped to 1-2
on the young season.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood is a very
young team this season that is still
working on establishing chemistry and
consistency. The first half was a text-
book example of the kind of struggles
this new cast of players will face early
in the season. The Raiders were held
to just eight points in the entire first
half and were outscored 13-2 in the
second period.

“We were down 21-8 at the half,”
said Raider Head Coach Ryan
McKenna. “Defensively, you think
that if you give up just 21 points at the
half, you’ve got a good chance to win
the game. When you score just eight
points you are not beating anyone.”

The Raiders struggled after
Plainfield changed defensive strat-
egy in the second quarter. The Cardi-
nals shut down the Raider offense
with a tight zone and turned an 8-6
advantage into a 21-8 bulge at the

break.
Facing the same Plainfield zone

that had stifled them in the second
quarter, the Raiders flailed around
offensively again as the visitors ex-
tended to a 28-12 lead midway through
the quarter. The Raiders needed of-
fense and they needed it fast. They got
the needed boost when McKenna
turned to Madison Starosa off the
bench. Starosa, a sophomore, entered
the game and began firing away over
the top of the Cardinal zone. Starosa
connected on a trio of 3-pointers in
little over a minute, helping Scotch
Plains-Fanwood pull to within 31-23
with two minutes left in the third
quarter.

“Madison is a really good three
point shooter and I made a mistake
not putting her in earlier when they
went to a zone in the second quarter,”
said McKenna. “When they went to it
again in the third quarter I felt like I
had to get Madison in because she is
our most pure shooter. Stefanie is our
most experienced shooter but Madi-
son has such a really quick release.”

Just as important, Starosa’s fire-
works seemed to re-energize her team-
mates. The Raiders went to a trapping
defense that took Plainfield out of
rhythm. Suddenly the Cardinal of-
fense looked disjointed as they
struggled to limit the turnovers and
transition opportunities for the Raid-
ers. After a steal and a lay-up by
freshman Leah Klurman and a free

throw by Hannah Lyman, the Raiders
had clawed their way to within five
points at 35-30 with just over six
minutes remaining in regulation.

“We started playing with more in-
tensity and fighting for every ball,”
said SPF sophomore Corinne Lyght.
“We were able to get some turnovers
and that helped us on the offensive
end.”

Plainfield rebuilt the lead to nine
points at 39-30 over the course of the
next minute. The Cardinals kept
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at arm’s
length, clinging to a 41-35 lead with
1:45 left. The Raiders had a great
chance to cut the lead in half with just
over a minute to play but Klurman’s
3-point try clanked off the back of the
rim. Plainfield sank a free throw and
then secured the game with a lay-up
by Wyatt-Doyle with :20 left.

Poor free throw shooting haunted
the Raiders on this night. The Raiders
hit 12 free throws for the contest but
missed just as many in key spots.

“Missing free throws is something
that young teams do,” said McKenna.
“In the last game we played, which
was a tight game against Carteret, we
hit them and we won. Today we didn’t
hit them.”

Starosa scored 10 points, all in the
third quarter, to lead the Raiders.
Klurman added eight points and Lyght
chipped in with seven points.
Plainfield   8 13 14   9 44
Sc Pl-Fanwood   6   2 16 11 35

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-388

BE IT RESOLVED, that the following is the schedule of Township Committee Meetings
for the Year 2019, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken at Workshop or Official
Meetings, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Workshop Meetings and Conference Meetings will
be held in Room 108, and Official Meetings will be held in Room 107/Council Chambers;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Workshop Meetings will be held at 7:00 p.m. and
will be dedicated to closed session discussion from 7:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Conference Meetings will be held at 7:00 p.m. and
Official Meetings will be held at 7:30 p.m.; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that during combined Workshop and Official Meeting
dates, the Workshop Meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. and the Official Meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Reorganization Meeting, Wednesday, January 2nd, 6:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, January 14th, 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, January 15th, 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, January 28th, 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, January 29th, 7:00 p.m.

Budget Meeting Saturday, February 9th 8:00 a.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, February 11th 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, February 12th 7:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop
And Official Tuesday, February 19th 7:00 p.m.

Capital Budget Meeting Monday, February 25th 6:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, March 4th, 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, March 5th, 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, March 25th, 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, March 26th, 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, April 8th, 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, April 9th, 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, April 29th, 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, April 30th, 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, May 13th, 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, May 14th, 7:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop
And Official Tuesday, May 28th, 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, June 10th, 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, June 11th, 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, July 8th, 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, July 9th, 7:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop
And Official Tuesday, August 13th 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, September 9th, 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, September 10th, 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, September 23rd, 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, September 24th, 7:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop
And Official Tuesday, October 15th 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, October 28th 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, October 29th 7:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop
And Official Tuesday, November 12th 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, November 25th 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, November 26th 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, December 16th 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, December 17th 7:00 p.m.

Certified to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Committee of the
Township of Cranford at a meeting held December 18, 2018.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $126.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 19th day of
December, 2018 the Planning Board of
the Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following action:

1. Application PBA-17-00004 AD-
JOURNED TO JANUARY 30, 2019. Hartz
Mountain Industries, Applicant, 750 Wal-
nut Avenue, Block: 541, Lot: 2, C-3 Zone.
Applicant is seeking to rezone the subject
property to eliminate the office and ware-
housing uses in favor of multi-family resi-
dential use (136-13).

2. Application PBA-18-00006 AD-
JOURNED TO FEBRUARY 6, 2019. Na-
tional Christmas Tree Products Inc., d/b/a
National Tree Company, 70 Jackson Drive,
Block 637 Lot 6.01, C-1 Zone. Applicant in
this matter is seeking amended prelimi-
nary and final site plan approval.

3. Application PBA-18-00009 AD-
JOURNED TO JANUARY 16, 2019. Union
County College, applicant, requesting a
courtesy capital improvement review for
construction of a cooling tower on the roof
of the library building on Block: 121 Lot:
2.01, as designated on the Township Tax
Map, also known as 1033 Springfield Av-
enue in the E-1 Zone.

Donna Pedde
Secretary

12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $30.09

Blue Devil Icemen Top SPF,
Tie Montclair Kimberly, 5-5
It was a productive week for the

Westfield High School boys varsity
ice hockey team. The Blue Devils
were able to collect three out of four
possible points in two games – a tie
against Montclair Kimberly Academy
(MKA) and a win over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SPF) – in the early going of
the season.

The game against MKA was a
barnburner at the old barn in Montclair
– Clary Anderson Arena, named after
Clarence “Clary” Anderson the long-
time successful head football coach
at Montclair High School.

This tilt had more seesaw activity
than Tamaques Park on a sunny June
afternoon. Westfield came flying over
the boards in the first period and
jumped out to a 3-0 lead. The domi-
nant feeling would not last however,
as the Blue Devils faithful had to
witness the Cougars respond with five
unanswered goals in the second and
third periods.

Showing their moxie and fortitude
Westfield battled from behind and
counterpunched with two goals of its
own in the final stanza. When the dust
settled, and the final horn sounded, it
was a 5-5 result.

The offensive outburst for Westfield
was led by senior Timmy Rosa with a
goal and an assist, but the Blue Devil
offensive machine spread the goals

around like a Zamboni spreading fresh
ice-making water. The other goal scor-
ers were seniors Petey Buontempo,
John Humiston and Anthony Oliveri
and junior Will Gamba. Providing
assistance on the goals were senior
Alex Park, juniors Nick Forno,
Brendan Hiltz and Trevor Tanella,
and fresh-faced freshman Matt Beke.

In the match against the SPF Raid-
ers, the icemen from 550 Dorian Road
were paced by freshman sensation
Thomas Conrod, who registered a
goal and an assist. The other three
Westfield ginos were sponsored by
Forno, Gamba and Humiston. Rosa
and Tanella each had an apple in the
contest.

Westfield senior Captain CJ Duffy
continued his calm and steady behav-
ior by recording 18 saves between the
pipes to earn the victory.

The results this week moves the
Blue Devils record to 2-1-2 as they
head into the red meat portion of the
league season.

Follow the WHS boys varsity ice
hockey team on Twitter
@westfieldpuck for an informative
and entertaining take on the season’s
activities. Fans can also visit
WHSpuckon FaceBook and
Instagram Pages. See the website for
up to date team schedules
atwww.westfieldhockey.com.

Courtesy of James Finver

CONTROLLING THE PUCK...Blue Devil Iceman Pete Buontempo takes control
of the puck during a recent outing..

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DOUBLE WINNER...Raider senior Alan Shao won the 200IM in 1:57.49 and later won the 100-butterfly in 53.33 during
the meet with the Blue Devils at the Westfield “Y” on December 21.

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

Barros in 2:56 at 132-lbs then at 138-
lbs, Blue Devil Anthony Ciotta re-
corded a takedown, a pair of reversals
and a pullback nearfall to defeat
Bobby Root, 8-3.

At 145-lbs, Blue Devil Theo Dardia
worked four takedowns and a rever-
sal and added a penalty point to claim
an 11-2, majority decision over Mateo
Velez. Blue Devil Jim Greco recorded
two reversals and a three-point tilt
before pinning Martin Rogoff in 3:15
with a wrist/half nelson walkover at
152-lbs.

Blue Devil Luke Scanlan also put
on a takedown clinic in his 14-5,
majority decision over Tim Roden at
160-lbs

“It was mainly doubles and high
crotches. Front head, go behind, I hit
two of those. I had a mindset that I
wanted to dominate. You just keep
taking him down over and over again.
I think it mentally defeats the oppo-
nent. This match means so much for
Westfield. This is always a match that
we get hyped up for every year. You
just want to go out there and want to
be an animal,” Scanlan emphasized.

For the little amount of time he was
working the top position, Scanlan did
attempt to turn Roden.

“I was trying to put a half in over
and over again but he get winging
down and my tight waist wasn’t work-
ing. So I figured I would just cut him
and keep shooting,” Scanlan ex-
plained.

Blue Devil Jordan Simpson used
his football experience to bulldog Tom
Ryan with a series of head-to-chest

double leg tackles at 170-lbs.
“I just go for his legs. It’s my blast

double. I practice it every day,”
Simpson revealed.

Ryan did try to catch him off guard
with a lateral throw but Simpson
quickly turned the tables and pinned
him in 4:16 to put Westfield up 35-0.

“He was trying to throw me and
when I went down, I said I am not
having that, so I had to reverse it. I
feel great. Not tired! I feel like I can
keep going,” Simpson expressed.

Raider Alex Oslislo finally earned
his team six points when banged Devin
DeRosa with a pair of rapid-fire
double leg takedowns before pinning
him with a lateral drop in 50 seconds
at 182-lbs.

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

FERNANDEZ PINS TO CLINCH TEAM WIN, ROPER PINS

Cougars Sting Rahway, 39-30
In Wild Wrestling Showdown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Top control and the ability to score
points from that position came at the
right time for the Cranford Cougar
matmen in their showdown with the
hosting Rahway Indians on December
19. After the Indians got momentum
on their side with three straight wins to
cut Cranford’s lead to 33-30 with only
two bouts remaining, Cougar junior
Will Fernandez, facing a touch cus-
tomer in Randolph Manongsong at
113-lbs, needed to come through when
the chips were down. Trailing, 4-2,

entering the third period, Fernandez
worked a half nelson/wrist hold to add
a three-point nearfall then moments
later clamped Manongsong in 5:46 to
give the Cougars a 39-30 lead en route
to a 39-33 victory.

The Cougars did find themselves in
a bit of a hole early. Rahway’s Corey
Boss pinned Jim Gluck with a cork-
screw in 1:16 in the opening bout at
126-lbs. Cougar Dean Smith worked
a slick duckunder/single leg takedown
on Antonio Arroyo at 132-lbs then
pinned him in 1:40 with a tight waist/
half nelson to knot the team score, 6-
6, but Antonio Dalmau pinned Jack
Korzeneski in 5:24 at 138-lbs then in
a key bout at 145-lbs, Rhise Royster,
a region champ in 2017, used his
single-leg grapevine to maneuver a 2-
0 decision over Conor Halpin (2nd in
Union County Tournament in 2018)
to put Rahway on top, 15-6.

But the Cougars reeled off five
straight victories to take a 33-15 lead
beginning with AJ Bencivenga, who
worked a mix between a fireman’s
and barrel roll takedown on Ashan
Harris before adding another fireman
takedown to pin him in 1:07.

“I kept getting my dump (fireman’s)
and I just kept going with it until I got
him straight to his back. Mine is a
makeshift. I go right over his shoul-
ders,” Bencivenga explained.

Bencivenga was also interested in
Halpin’s bout with Royster.

“I was looking for Royster. I wanted
that match. It’s better for me to keep
me on my toes. I feel Halpin was
doing really good on his feet. He
should have done better on bottom. I
wrestled Royster last year and I fig-
ured out that he kept throwing singles,”
he said.

At 160-lbs, Cougar Ky’ell Roper
made fans groan when he used a dev-
astating Spread Eagle (banana split)
to pin Jon Tilton in 53 seconds.

“It’s a favorite of mine on top. I saw
an opportunity to grab the fall for my
team, so I went for it,” Roper ex-
plained. “No matter who they dropped
out there I was prepared to get the six.”

Cougar Evan Kanterman racked up
points like he was playing a pinball
machine, exercising two takedowns,
a pair of nearfalls and two penalty
points before showing Stewart
Dychon the lights in 3:59 at 170-lbs.

“I needed to get as many team points
as I could. I tried moves that could get

that after I built a little lead. I got him
over to his back and I sunk the half
in,” said Kanterman, who placed sec-
ond at the Garden State Tournament
the week before.

“It felt pretty good down there but
I didn’t get it done, so I came back and
put work in,” he said.

Justin Alpaugh-McLean came up
with five takedowns and an escape to
defeat Jeff Mendoza, 11-5, at 182-lbs
then Matt Doran jumped up to 195-
lbs to pin James Tyrique-Previlon in
1:48 with a body press.

“Doran just came back. He doesn’t

weigh 195. He’s got a lot of heart. He
put a lot of effort into that pin. He got
six when we needed,” Bencivenga
commented.

In a bout that was hard for either
opponent to lose, Cougar Zack Blevins
jumped up to 220-lbs to face Josh
Darisme (25-11 last year). The two
athletes, tied at 4-4, took the bout into
overtime. Both opponents nearly
scored takedowns but as time ran out,
Darisme was awarded the takedown
to secure a 6-4, sudden victory. That
was the beginning of a shift in mo-
mentum to the Indians.

“Blevins bumped up. He doesn’t
weigh 195 either, so he bumped up
like two weight classes. He wrestled a
big guy. I am proud of him He went
into overtime. I just wish he came out
on top,” Bencivenga said.

At 285-lbs, Rahway’s Gavin Keat
pinned Kevin Shriner then Kaelan
Francois pulled off a lateral throw to

pin Ronan Waters in 26 seconds to
tighten the team score to 33-30.
Fernandez followed with his match-
clinching pin then Rahway’s Chris
Dalmau defeated Pat Kalnins, 6-0, in
the final bout at 120-lbs.

“He was very strong. It was hard to
get in any shots. It was third period
and I knew I had to go for something
big. The team needed the points, I
needed the points, so I decided to
work a power half. I got the nearfall.
That kind of turned the tide of the
match I believe. After a reset, I sunk a
deep half and outworked him,”

Fernandez described
“I think that he showed exactly what

we work on in the room. We are built
for these types of moments with the
work that we put in the room, so he just
goes out there and shows that we are all
prepared, always ready. There was
never a doubt in my mind that he could
pull off something like that. I’m happy
that he showed it,” Roper expressed.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
126: — Boss (R) p Gluck 1:16
132: — Smith (C) p Arroyo 1:40
138: — Dalmau (R) p Korzeneski 5:24
145: — Royster (R) d Halpin, 2-0
152: — Bencivenga (C) p Harris 1:07
160: — Roper (C) p Tilton :53
170: — Kanterman (C) p Stewart 3:59
182: — Alpaugh-McLean (C) d Mendoza
11-5
195: — Doran (C) p Previlon 1:48
220: — Darisme (R) d Blevins 6-4 SV
285: — Keat (R) p Shriner :45
106: — Francois (R) p Waters :26
113: — Fernandez (C) p Manongsong
5:46
120: — Dalmau (R) d Kalnins 6-0

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF
CONTRACT AWARD AMENDMENT

The Township of Cranford has amended
a Contract Award to provide Planning Ser-
vices to the Township of Cranford. The
Township of Cranford advertised a Re-
quest for Proposal for Planning Services
through a fair and open process in accor-
dance with NJSA 19:44A-20.4 et seq. This
contract and Resolution No. 2018-394 are
available for public inspection at the office
of the Municipal Clerk.

Awarded to: Harbor Consultants, Inc.,
320 North Avenue, Cranford, New Jer-
sey 07016

Service: Planning Services
Fee: Not to Exceed $66,000.00
Date: December 18, 2018

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $21.93

“I have been working on my double
for a long time now. I went out there, set
it up and just kept hitting it, letting him
up, hitting it again, getting a little work
in. I went for a double. He defended it
well the third time. He stood up. He
tried to throw me and I pancaked him to
his back,” Oslislo described.

After Loder’s bout, Blue Devil Jon
Heard pinned CJ Estevez in 3:16 us-
ing an under half nelson at 285-lbs.
Blue Devil Luke Jacobs pinned Ethan
Costanzo in 1:17 with a wrist/half
nelson at 106-lbs. Quinn Gimblette
worked a series of takedowns and
added some top dominance to claim a
15-3 major decision over Raider
Andre Carinhas at 113-lbs then Blue
Devil Luke Hoerle pinned Raion
Magallanes from his fourth takedown
in 1:05 at 120-lbs.

“The team looks great. We looked
good against Elizabeth. We knew that
Scotch Plains was going to be a little
harder team. Everyone did his job.
Everyone showed up and we got the
win,” Loder said.

“I am very excited for this season.
I am going in with a different mindset.
I want to dominate every single minute
of every single match,” Scanlan ex-
pressed.

“Very confident! Very confident! I
like how we look,” Simpson added.

“They are a tough team. We all
wrestled tough. I am happy I pulled
out a win. You got to give them credit.
They are a good team. They are going
to go far this year,” Oslislo predicted.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
126: — Composto p Root 1:46
132: — Silber p Barros 2:56
138: — Ciotta d Root 8-3
145: — Dardia md Velez 11-2
152: — Greco p Rogoff 3:51
160: — Scanlan md Roden 14-5
170: — Simpson p Ryan 4:16
182: — Oslislo (S) p DeRosa :50
195: — Miller d Zimmerman 9-5
220: — Loder d Smith 1-0
285: — Heard p Estevez 3:16
106: — Jacobs p Costanzo9 1:17
113: — Gimblette md Carinhad 15-3
120: — Hoerle p Magallanes 1:05

Cougar Matmen Top
Hopewell Valley, 34-26
The Cranford High School wres-

tling team improved to 2-0 with a 34-
26 victory over Hopewell Valley on
December 22.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
195: — Matt Doran (C) p Brian LaCross,
2:13
220: — Zach Blevins (C) p Chris
Cacciabaudo, 3:44
285: — John Snyder (H) p Kevin Shriner
2:59
106: — Christian Micikas (H) tf Ronan
Waters 16-0
113: — Jake Venezia (H) p Will
Fernandez 2:00
120: — Pat Kalnins (C) d Joe Vannozzi
10-7
126: — Chris Lanciano (H) p Brendan
Reilly :12
132: — Colin Murray (C) d Dylan Vaughn
9-2
138: — Jack Korzeneski (C) d Alex
Lopez 7-2
145: — Conor Halpin (C) d Heath Trainor
4-1
152: — AJ Bencivenga (C) d Justin
Venezia 16-11
160: — Ky’ell Roper (C) md Dan Amon
13-5
170: — Evan Kanterman (C) d Josh
Beigman 9-2
182: — Brandon Bowman (H) d Justin
Alpaugh-McLean 7-4

Blue Devil Matmen
Rout Minutemen

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team won 12 of 14 bouts to claim
a 63-12 triumph over the Elizabeth
Minutemen in Elizabeth on Decem-
ber 19.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
106: — Luke Jacobs (W) d Chris Luzua,
9-7 SV
113: — Quinn Gimblette (W) won for-
feit
120: — Luke Hoerle (W) p Jeremy
Rosario, 1:23
126: — CJ Composto (W) p Rony
Hernandez, 2:54
132: — Jeremy Silber (W) p Jeremiah
Fonseca, 5:16
138: — Anthony Ciotta (W) p Giovanni
Aravalo, 3:27
145: — Theo Dardia (W) p Nick De La
Pena, 1:21
152: — Jim Greco (W) p Jose Ramos,
3:10
160: — Luke Scanlan (W) p Yourhy
Toussaint, 2:35
170: — Jordan Simpson (W) p Kevin
Zelada, 2:51
182: — Jesse Fornes (E) p Devin
DeRosa, 3:47
195: — Brendon Loder (W) d Nour
Sayed, 3-1
220: — Jon Heard (W) d Gerome Abad,
1-0
285: — Moses Olowoopejo (E) p Tom
DeRosa, 1:25

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNING FOURSOME...From left to right, Cougars Will Fernandez, AJ Bencivenga, Ky’ell Roper and Evan Kanterman
came up with big wins in the tight match with the Rahway Indians on December 19. The Cougars won, 39-33.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ENJOYING THE MATCH...Cranford grads Will Fries (offensive tackle at Penn
State) and Kevin Doran (lineman at Marist) enjoyed the Cranford/Rahway match.

Courtesy of a Cougar fan

WORKING AN ARM BAR...Cougar Pat Kalnins works an arm bar in his 120-lb
bout with Hopewell Valley’s Joe Vannozzi. Kalnins won 10-7.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALL FOR A GREAT CAUSE...The Raiders, left, and the Blue Devils, right, join together after the Wounded Warrior Project
benefit match at Westfield High School on December 21..

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Useful Information for our loyal readers:

Q: How do I download the newspaper at goleader.com?
A: Click the Download the Newspaper link, enter your
Customer #, then click the Log In button.

Q: How do I get a Customer #?
A: If you are a subscriber, your Customer # is
printed on the mailing label located on the front page
of your newspaper. It looks like this:

If you are not a subscriber and wish to be, please subscribe
and have the newspaper mailed to you containing your
Customer #.

Q: What if I only want to read the newspaper online?
A: You can become an Online Only subscriber
by going to goleader.com/form/enroll.htm.
You will receive your Customer # by email
after filling out the form.

Suggestion:
Include your Customer # when submitting
press releases to get priority handling.
For additional guidelines, please read the Help Page online
at goleader.com/help.

The Westfield Leader and The Times

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stravach Traveling Path
Blazed By Her Siblings

She grew up in a house with three
very athletic siblings.

“I’m the youngest of four,” said
Sam Stravach, who also answers to
‘Sammy,’ ‘Strav’ and the ‘Samantha’
that’s on her birth certificate.

“Mike (’12) loved football and went
on to play at Gettysburg,” Sam said.
“He was always my biggest inspira-
tion growing up. Gabby (’14) was a
big runner. She had a couple of school
records in cross-country and I think
she still holds the school record in the
mile during outdoor track season. She
ran at Emory in Georgia. Matt (’17)
was more interested in Ultimate
Frisbee than other sports.”

Her parents, Ed and Lauren (both
’85), weren’t athletes at WHS, but her
uncle Dave Stravach (’89) was a good
runner. He co-captained the 1989
winter track team and was third in the
half-time at conference and county
meets the following spring.

Sam has grown into a 5-foot-9½
multi-sport star – basketball in the
winter and track (javelin) in the spring.
She’s 50-50 as to which sport she
might continue next year when she
heads off to college.

“It definitely depends on the sea-
son,” she said. “After my sophomore
year, I was convinced that I was going
to quit basketball to focus more on
throwing. Yet I still ended up at bas-
ketball tryouts. Then, during my jun-
ior season, my passion for the game
grew exponentially. I think that was
shown through my play. I was always
looking to get better.”

After scoring 44 points as a sopho-
more, Stravach had 248 as a junior,
second on the team, while grabbing a
team-best 171 rebounds and blocking
a team-high 17 shots. Then last spring
she captured the javelin at the Union
County Conference championship
meet, replacing the graduated Keren
Moncayo as conference champ. This
winter she’s averaging nine points
and 10 boards through four games.

“I love both a lot, but they are
completely different sports in every
way,” she said. “That’s made it very
difficult to decide if I want to try and
pursue one in college.”

She may be on the fence athleti-
cally, but she’s pretty confident on
what she’d like to do with her post-
collegiate life.

“Ideally, I want to go into sports
broadcasting,” she said. “It combines
the two things I am most passionate
about – journalism and sports.”

Stravach writes for the Hi’s Eye,
and a recent article that she co-bylined
with Lauren Sullivan was on the can-
cellation of this year’s Powder Puff
football game. That’s a pretty big deal
since the game has been a tradition
since, at least, the early 1960s, pitting
a team of junior girls against a team of
senior girls, with junior and senior
boys from the varsity football team
serving as coaches.

Ironically, as athletic as Stravach
is, she did not participate in the Pow-
der Puff game as a junior.

“It was during the last day of bas-
ketball tryouts and although (coach
Liz) McKeon did let the girls who
signed up miss the tryout, I just didn’t
feel like it was worth it,” she said.
“None of my friends signed up for it,
and I felt kind of patronized in a
sense. I grew up running routes with
my brothers, throwing the football
around all the time, and now I was
going to be ‘coached’ by guys in my
grade. I just wasn’t a big fan of the

Courtesy of Varsity Vantage

WHS senior Sam Stravach, driving to the basket against Union Catholic, has
developed into a solid two-sport athlete with a future in sports broadcasting.

whole idea of a Powder Puff game. It
wasn’t worth missing basketball.

“When Lauren and I wrote that
story, the consensus we came to after
interviewing people was the girls
didn’t sign up this year due to the lack
of school spirit. I think this issue is

very important because it’s continu-
ally worsening.”

School spirit, of course, has been
an on-again, off-again topic of debate
for almost as long as Westfield has
had a high school. Once upon a time
there was a Blue Devil mascot, a
bonfire the night before the Plainfield
football game on Thanksgiving, and
Spirit Days. When the Powder Puff
game started, girls didn’t have
NJSIAA-sanctioned sports as an out-
let. Now WHS has 14 varsity sports
for girls.

McKeon, who was inducted into
the Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame
last month, was on the other side of
the Powder Puff fence, quite enjoying
her experience.

“I played in the Powder Puff game
my junior and senior year, and I loved
it,” she said. “I looked forward to it
each year. It was so much fun and
super competitive. It’s definitely one
of my favorite memories from high
school. Of course, we won both years.”

THIS AND THAT
Wrestling: WHS defeated Scotch

Plains, 63-6, last Friday, its most lop-
sided victory in the history of the 62-
match rivalry, which the Blue Devils
now lead by a 36-23-3 margin . . .
Westfield’s previous high point total
was in 2009, a 57-6 victory . . . That
came a year after Scotch Plains put up
a 62-12 win that was made easier when
WHS forfeited the last seven weights.
The Raiders posted a 67-6 blowout in
1999, the first year Glen Kurz coached
the Devils . . . WHS coach Glen Kurz
was 4-0 against SPF with four pins,
including three in the first period; SPF
coach Marc Fabiano was 4-0 against
WHS with three pins and a forfeit win.

Swimming: WHS swept Scotch
Plains for the second straight year, the

boys winning, 94-76, and the girls
rolling, 101-69, on Friday. The Dev-
ils turned in several Top-15 List times.
For the boys, it was freshman Roan
Baker (1:58+ IM, 54+ back); on the
girls side, Julia McGann (1:57.60
200), Abby McKinney (2:11.60 IM,

58.25 fly), Keeley Thompson (25.18
50) and the medley relay of Thomp-
son, Ellie Cesteras, McKinney and
Vivian Jeckell (1:51.86) . . .
McKinney’s butterfly was the second
fastest in school history, trailing only
Anna Fetter’s 57.34 in 2011.

Basketball: Matt Crowley had 19
points Friday night but the 0-3 Devils
fell behind 19-5 after the long bus
ride to Sussex County and fell to 3-1
Sparta, 64-53. Tommy McGuire
added three 3-pointers and 11 points
. . . The girls team (2-2) handed Roselle
Catholic a 49-38 setback, its first of
the season. Sam Stravach had her
second straight double-double, and
third straight double-figures rebound-
ing game.

2019 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
WHS’s 2019 football schedule was

announced recently. Gone are
Sayreville, Metuchen St. Joseph and
Piscataway, replaced by Edison,
Bridgewater-Raritan and North
Brunswick. Six of the nine opponents
had a combined record of 49-14, so it’s
pretty similar to the 2018 schedule.

For the first time since WHS joined
the Watchung Conference in 1961,
Scotch Plains is not on the schedule
for the second straight year. Prior to
2018, the only year they didn’t play
was in 1990.

Week 1: Linden (7-3)
Week 2: Union (8-3)
Week 3: Watchung Hills (0-10)
Week 4: at Elizabeth (6-3)
Week 5: at Edison (8-3)
Week 6: at Bridgewater (2-7)
Week 7: at Phillipsburg (10-3)
Week 8: at North Brunswick (10-2)
Thanksgiving: Plainfield (2-9)

ON THIS DATE
1975: Host WHS took the team

title at the first Union County wres-
tling tournament. Winning individual
titles were Steve Brown, Dave
Tinnesz, Ron Sozio, Jerry Gottlick,
Joe Birmingham, Chuck Cosenza and
Bill Hunziker.

AROUND THIS DATE
Dec. 28, 1973: WHS finished sec-

ond at the Hunterdon Central Holiday
Wrestling Tournament, behind 129-
pound champion Jeff Smith.

Dec. 28, 1974: WHS finished sec-
ond at the Hunterdon Central Holiday
Wrestling Tournament. Dave Brown,
Chuck Cosenza, Bill Hunziker, Chris
Harvey and Jimmy Howard won indi-
vidual titles.

Dec. 28, 1989: Sophomore QB
Dave Brown came off the bench and
hit 17 of 30 passes for 268 yards and
three touchdowns, in Duke’s 49-21
loss to Texas Tech in the All-Ameri-
can Bowl at Birmingham, Ala.

Dec. 29, 1951: Charles Hemminger,
a senior tackle at Princeton, played
for the North squad in the annual
Blue-Grey Game in Montgomery, Ala.

Dec. 29, 1951: Gerry McGinley, a
senior linebacker at Penn, played in
the East-West Shrine Game in San
Francisco. The East won 15-14.

Dec. 29, 1962: Dick Stiefken and
Jim Minno won their weights as WHS
finished second at the Hunterdon
Central Holiday Wrestling Tourna-
ment.

Dec. 29, 1972: Tommy Graham,
Rich Gottlick, Chris Campbell and
Walt Heiniger won their weights as
WHS finished second at the
Hunterdon Central Holiday Wrestling
Tournament.

IN PASSING
Helen Moran, the mother of Tom

(’72) and longtime sports writer/edi-
tor and Westfield Athletic

Hall of Fame trustee Bruce (’76),
passed away Dec. 17 at age 87 in
Burnsville, Minn.

Hopewell Valley Holds Off Blue Devil Cagers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

a steal and a pair of assists, was con-
sistently tough on defense.

“I think I am definitely more open
to shoot now. It hasn’t been working
well,” Stravach said with a bit of a
giggle, “But you got to keep going
hard in practice and keep practicing
my shooting. I am more open now
even if it’s not falling because I know
I have a good shot.”

Stravach was not timid under the
boards, however, as she pulled a team-
leading 10 rebounds and added three
blocked shots.

“I’ve been playing with Sam since
fourth grade. She’s always been a
very tough player. Very, I would like
to say, a kind of silent mentality. She
looks a little timid at times but you
know when she goes out there, so puts
her full heart into it. She is one of the
best people I know on defense. She
boxes out all the time. She’s always
there to get rebounds, keep driving to
the basket and to keep putting it back
up,” Maz said.

Freshman Chloe Kreusser had a
big evening offensively and defen-
sively with nine points, eight re-
bounds, a team-leading six acts of
thievery and two assists.

“Chloe is a really good player. I
think at the beginning of the season,
she was a little bit nervous but now
she’s playing a lot more confident,”
Stravach commented.

Beginning with Alison Lisanti’s
opening 3-pointer, the Blue Devils
actually rolled to a 9-2 lead in the first
quarter before Hopewell called a
timeout with 4:13 on the clock. When

Wiley hit a 3-pointer, it seemed to
throw Westfield off its game and
Hopewell rumbled with a 13-3 run,
which included two more 3-pointers,
to grab a 15-12 lead. Lisanti (9 points,
2 steals, 2 rebounds, assist) and
Stravach each scored five points in
the quarter.

Frankie Gomez opened the second
quarter with a 3-pointer to extend
Hopewell’s lead to six points and the
margin remained until the buzzer with
the Bulldogs leading 28-22.

The Blue Devils still had difficul-
ties finding the basket in the third
quarter but their defense, especially
with the active hands of junior Faith
Dobosiewicz (4 points, 3 assists, 5
rebounds) kept them in the game.

“Our defense this year is very talk-
ative. We have a lot more fire under us
this year. We have more communica-
tion as a team. Everybody does their
part. Faith Dobosiewicz really is an
extremely good athlete. She never
stops talking. You always hear her

talking to everyone. She is a very
good defensive player and overall
player. She is one person, who fuels
our defense in getting steals and get-
ting to the basket with fast breaks,”
Maz said.

With the score 33-28, the Blue
Devils had a chance to add two more
points but both free throws were
missed. Then with less than three sec-
onds on the clock, Wiley was fouled
and she made both free throws to
make the score 35-28.

Blue Devil Charlotte Dursee
opened the final quarter with a lay-up.
Then with 42 seconds remaining
Kreusser hit a free throw to cut the
lead to 39-37. A necessary foul sent
Hopewell to the line and both free
throws were successful. As time ran
out, Kreusser rolled in a lay-up.

Blue Devil sophomore Emma
Pietrewicz also contributed two
points, two assists and a rebound.
Hopewell Valley 15 13   7   6 41
Westfield 12 10   6 11 39

Blue Devils Stun Lion
In Girls Hoops, 49-38
Senior Sam Stravach scored 12

points, pulled 10 rebounds and added
two blocks and two steals, while jun-
ior Faith Dobosiewicz bucketed 11
points and added three rebounds to
lead the Westfield High School girls
basketball team to a 49-38 victory
over the Roselle Catholic Lions in
Roselle on December 22.

Freshman Chloe Kreusser came
through with 10 rebounds, nine points
and a pair of steals and Lily Maz had
eight points, five assists, four rebounds
and two steals. Charlotte Dursee net-
ted five points and added three steals,
an assist and a rebound. Grace Klag
had four points, four rebounds, a steal
and a block. Ali Lisanti had four re-
bounds, an assist and a steal.

Jessica Encarnacion led the Lions
with 13 points, including two 3-point-
ers and added four assists. Kayla
Haywood had eight points, while Nina
Worthy (6 rebounds), Janelle McNeill
and Taniya Hanner (9 rebounds) each
netted five points.

Westfield 10 14 13 12 49
Roselle Catholic   7   5   6 20 38

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

2019 MEETINGS

In accordance with Chapter 231, Public
Law 1975, State of New Jersey, the public
is hereby notified of the following schedule
of regular meetings of the Planning Board
of the Township of Cranford, County of
Union, for the year 2019. Workshop por-
tion of the meeting will be held at 7:30 P.M.
in Room 108 with the public meeting com-
mencing at 8:00 P.M. in Room 107.

January 16* - Reorganization Meeting
30 July 17

February 6 August 7
20 21

March 6 September 4
20 18

April 3 October 2
17 16

May 1 November 6
15 13

June 5 December 4
19 18

*will begin at 7:00pm

Kathleen Murray, Chairman
1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $27.54

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-18

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF CRANFORD, CHAP-
TER 255 LAND DEVELOP-
MENT, ARTICLE II, DEVEL-
OPMENT ADMINISTRATION,
SECTION 2, PLANNING
BOARD.

WHEREAS, Township Committee of the
Township of Cranford, New Jersey has
identified a need to amend Chapter 255
Land Development, Article II, Section 2,
Planning Board, Part A, Establishment  in
the town of Cranford; and

WHEREAS, §255-2(A)(1) Developmen-
tal Administration of the Code of the Town-
ship of Cranford currently designates the
mayor to be the only member of Class I of
Part A, Establishment, and there is a need
to broaden the pool of members in Class I
to include “the Mayor or the Mayor’s des-
ignee” pursuant to New Jersey Statute
40:55D-23; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee
of the Township of Cranford has recom-
mended that such additional language be
added to §255-2(A)(1); and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Township Committee of the Town-
ship of Cranford as follows:

Article II, Chapter 255, Article II, Section
2 (A)(1),

A. Establishment. The Planning Board,
previously established, is hereby contin-
ued pursuant to the Municipal Land Use
Law (N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1 et. seq.) and shall
consist of nine members of the following
four classes:

(1) Class I:  the Mayor or the Mayor’s
designee in the absence of the Mayor.”

(2) – (4) . . . .

NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced
and approved on first reading at a meeting
of the Township Committee of the Town-
ship of Cranford, New Jersey on Tuesday,
December 18, 2018 and will be further
considered for final passage after public
hearing to be held at the Municipal Build-
ing, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New
Jersey on Tuesday, January 15, 2019 at
7:30 PM or as soon thereafter as this
matter can be reached. All persons inter-
ested will be given the opportunity to be
heard concerning such ordinance. Copies
of Ordinance 2018-18 are available in the
office of the Township Clerk, Cranford
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey, during the hours of
8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $56.61

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF LEASE
EXTENSION AWARD

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12-14 and
N.J.S.A. 40A:12-15, the Township of
Cranford has been authorized to enter into
an extension of a lease agreement be-
tween the Township of Cranford and the
Cranford Clay Courts Club, Inc. Such lease
and Resolution No. 2018-390 are avail-
able for public inspection at the office of the
Municipal Clerk:

Awarded to: Cranford Clay Courts Club,
Inc.

Property Address: 301 Springfield Av-
enue, Lot 18, Block 184

Lease Period: January 1, 2019 to De-
cember 31, 2023

Date: December 18, 2018

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $21.93
PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
UNION COUNTY, NEW  JERSEY

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR QUALIFI-
CATIONS/PROPOSALS FOR THE

PROVISION OF LEGAL AND OTHER
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
proposals through a fair and open process
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et seq.

Sealed RFP responses will be received
by the Township Clerk on Wednesday,
January 16, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. in the office
of the Township Clerk, Municipal Building,
8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016,
at which time and place responses will be
opened for:

Planning Board Attorney
Submission packages may be obtained

at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids. Registra-
tion on the Township’s website is required.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $29.58

Blue Devils Roll Highest Total Pins
In 3,235-2,551 Win Over Cougars

WF ‘Y’ Devilfish Take 4th
At Holiday Invitational

The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish
Swim Team sent 90 athletes to com-
pete at the MR CIY FLY Holiday
Invitational held at the Nassau County
Aquatic Center on Long Island on
December 7-9. This annual meet is a
competitive mid-season meet that
brings together 18 teams from the tri-
state area. The 11+ swimmers com-
peted in prelims, with the Top-16 ad-
vancing to finals, while the 10Us swam
timed finals only.

The Devilfish finished fourth and
placed first in seven individual events
and two relay events – Emily Con-
stable (Girls 11/12 50 & 100 Breast),
Clare Logan (Girls 11/12 50 & 100
Free, 50 Back), Abby McKinney (Girls
15-18 200 Fly), Bridget Thomas (Girls
15-18 500 Free), Girls 15-18 200 Med-
ley Relay (Julia McGann, Isabella
Nicholson, Abby McKinney, Bridget
Thomas), and Girls 15-18 200 Free
Relay (McKinney, Nicholson,
McGann, Thomas). Clare Logan led
the girls and Matt Swenson the boys in
total points earned.

Emily Constable reset her 11-12
Girls 50 Breast (31.97) and 100 Breast
(1:08.48) team records. Clare Logan
bettered her 11-12 Girls 50 Free (25.22)
and 100 Free (55.10) records. Addi-
tionally, Clare set new team records in
the 11-12 Girls 200 Free (2 .31), 50
Back (27.92), 100 Back (1:02.29) and
100 IM (1:02.53). National cuts were
obtained by Abby McKinney in the
100 and 200 Free and 200 Fly and
Bridget Thomas in the 200 and 500
Free. The Girls 15-18 200 Free and
Medley Relay teams also made these
cuts.

The rolling was great for the
Westfield High School bowling team
that recorded its highest total wood of
the season in a 3,235-2,551 (7-0) vic-
tory over the Cranford Cougars at Jer-
sey Lanes in Linden on December 19.

In his third game, Dante Morales was
flirting with a perfect game heading into
the 10th frame but ended up with a 279.
Morales also rolled games of 216 and
218 for the high series of 713. Junior
Trey Rabinowitz also came up big flirt-
ing with perfection in a game and fin-
ished with totals of 168, 265 and 266 for
the second-highest series of 699.

Jonathan Grossman banged the pins
with a 666 series, rolling games of 257,
221 and 188. Dylan Kurstedt had a
581 series with games of 186, 212,
183, and William Shepard rolled games
of 184, 180, 212 for a 576 series.

Jose Calixto had the high series for
the Cougars with a 572, rolling games
of 178, 194 and 200. Allen Potts rolled
games of 157, 200 and 157 for a 514
series. Jake Cermak had a 508 series
with games of 192, 152 and 164. Will
Sassi rolled a 188, 183 and 118 for a
489 series and Brandon Greenfield
rolled a 151, 191, 126 for a 468 series.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 19th day of
December, 2018 the Planning Board of
the Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following action:

REORGANIZATION MEETING
scheduled for

Wednesday January 16, 2019 at 7 p.m.

Donna Pedde
Board Secretary

1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $12.75

TOP 16:
9-10 Girls: Emma Crall (12th 100

Fly); Emilia Dengler (5th 50 Free, 6th
100 Free, 100 Fly, 9th 100 IM, 10th 50
Fly, 11th 50 Back); Kaylie Gao (8th
100 Breast, 10th 100 Free, 11th 50
Breast, 14th 50 Free); Lila Griffith
(8th 50 Breast); Jane Kavanagh (10th
50 Breast, 15th 100 IM); Liliana Lin-
coln (15th 50 Back); Logan Partridge
(13th 100 Free, 16th 50 Breast)

9-10 Boys: Josh Cetin (3rd 50 Fly,
5th 50 Free, 100 IM, 6th 100 Free, 8th
50 Back, 50 Breast); Alex Giangone
(15th 100 Fly); Dylan Lagrimes (5th
100 Breast, 9th 50 Breast, 12th 50
Back)

11-12 Girls: Emily Constable (1st
50 and 100 Breast, 7th 50 Free, 8th
100 IM, 9th 100 and 200 Free, 200 IM,
16th 50 Back); Isabella Giacobbe (11th
100 Back); Clare Logan (1st 50 and
100 Free, 50 Back, 2nd200 Free, 100
Back, 100 IM, 6th 200 IM); Jacqueline
Moser (15th 50 Breast); Catherine
Ritter (14th 50 Free)

11-12 Boys: Patrick Miller (12th 50
Fly); Cole Sharkey (11th 100 Back);
JD Twilley (11th 50 Breast, 15th 100
Breast)

13-14 GIRLS: Viv Jeckell (9th 50
Free); Sarah Kennedy (13th 100 Free,
14th 100 Back); Lauren Lane (6th 200
Back, 10th 100 Back, 15th 200 Free);
Erin McKinney (7th 50 Free, 10th 100
Free)

13-14 Boys: Will Crall (8th 200
Breast, 10th 100 Breast, 12th 200 Free,
200 IM); Colin Kavanagh (5th 200
Breast, 6th 100 Back, 100 Breast, 7th
200 Back, 8th 50 Free, 9th 100 Free,
13th 500 Free); Billy Maguire (14th
200 Fly, 15th 200 Back); Carsen
Sharkey (16th 200 Back); Matt
Swenson (2nd 200 Fly, 5th 500 Free,
100 Back, 6th 200 Back, 7th 100 Fly,
10th 50 and 100 Free); Christian
Tedesco (7th 200 Breast, 9th 100
Breast, 13th 200 Free, 15

goleader.com/form/subscribe
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SANTA’S HELPERS...The law offices of Westfield’s Lindabury, McCormick,
Estabrook & Cooper, P.C., were transformed into Santa’s workshop recently
when the firm partnered with The United Way of Greater Union County to
provide some much-needed holiday cheer to 65 deserving children. Lindabury’s
“elves” donated and gift-wrapped toys and games for youngsters from families
affiliated with the Puerto Rican Organization for Community Education and
Economic Development (PROCEED, Inc.). Pictured, from left to right, are:
Lindabury’s Executive Vice President Eric B. Levine and Family Law Associate
Nicole Kobis, United Way’s Vice President of Programs and Operations Juanita
Ayala-Vargas and Director of Marketing and Community Engagement Melanie
McLaurin, and Lindabury President David R. Pierce.

Scotch Plains Library Posts
January Book Club Options
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Public Library invites members of
the community to join its book clubs in
2019.

The library will host Bagels & Books on
Monday, January 7, at 10 a.m. Book lovers
share their recent reading experiences with
other bibliophiles and pick up suggestions
for future reading. Registration is required.

The library’s longstanding Evening and
Afternoon Book Clubs will meet on Mon-
day, January 14, and Tuesday, January 15,
respectively.

The Evening Book Club will discuss
Kristin Hannah’s latest novel, “The Great
Alone,” at its 7 p.m. meeting. Ernt Allbright,
a former POW, comes home from the
Vietnam War a changed and volatile man.
When he loses yet another job, he makes
an impulsive decision: he will move his
family north, to Alaska, where they will
live off the grid in America’s last true
frontier. In this portrait of human frailty
and resilience, Ms. Hannah reveals the
indomitable character of the modern
American pioneer and the spirit of a van-
ishing Alaska — a place of incomparable
beauty and danger.

The Afternoon Book Club, at its 1 p.m.
meeting, will discuss “Empress of the
East” by historian Leslie Peirce. Ms. Peirce
tells the remarkable story of a Christian
slave girl, Roxelana, who was abducted by
slave traders from her Ruthenian home-
land and brought to the harem of Sultan
Suleyman the Magnificent in Istanbul.
Suleyman became besotted with her and
foreswore all other concubines. Then, in
an unprecedented step, he freed her and
married her. In “Empress of the East,” Ms.
Peirce reveals the true history of an elusive
figure who transformed the Ottoman harem
into an institution of imperial rule.

For more information or to register for
Bagels & Books, go to scotlib.org, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-5007,
extension no. 204, or stop by the Refer-
ence Desk. The Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center of
the township.

Mental Health Coalition
Launches Library Series

WESTFIELD — The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains-Westfield Here 2 Help
Mental Health Coalition is launching a
library series aimed at providing useful
information regarding common stress
and anxiety concerns.

The first presentation, entitled “This
is Your Brain on Phones: Smartphone
Overuse,” will be held on Thursday,
January 17, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. It will
take place at the Westfield Memorial
Library. Presenters Sean Foley of Pre-
vention Links, Kim Schumacher, guid-
ance counselor at Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School, and Marc Herzog from Papa
Bear Digital Production will discuss the
effects of smartphones on individuals
and what users can do to protect them-
selves and their families. Broken into
three sections, the presentation will fo-
cus on how the current technological
revolution effects psychological behav-
ior and neurological systems; how screen
time has changed how people think, act,
react, learn and absorb information; and
the best practices for smartphone use
from a health and well-being perspec-
tive.

The second presentation will be held
on Wednesday, February 20, at the Scotch
Plains Public Library. Entitled “Talking
to your Teen about Stress – How Parents
can Restore Calm,” it will feature pre-
senters Debra Ferro and Lidia Abrams
from Resolve Community Counseling

Center. They will provide tips to head off
stress and anxiety and discuss what can
be done when symptoms arise.

The mission of the Here 2 Help Men-
tal Health Coalition is to improve com-
munity awareness and understanding of
mental health issues through education,
basic skills training and resource infor-
mation and to help break down barriers
that prevent people from seeking care.
Coalition members include Caring Con-
tact, High Focus, Imagine, Jewish Fam-
ily Service, Prevention Links, Resolve
Community Counseling Center, repre-
sentatives of area school districts, mu-
nicipalities, clergy and other concerned
citizens and organizations. Originally
organized by the Westfield and Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCAs, Here2Help has
a website, here2helpnj.org, and Facebook
page, here2helpnj, both filled with timely
and important mental health-related re-
source information.

The library presentations are free. Pre-
registration is preferred at
eventbrite.com/o/here-2-help-mental-
health-forums-18328722191. For more
information on Here 2 Help, contact
Bonnie Cohen at
bcohen@westfieldynj.org or (908) 301-
9622, extension no. 240, or Tracy Crane
at tcrane@fspymca.org or (908) 889-
8880, extension no. 116.

WESTFIELD
Friday, December 14, motor vehicle

burglaries were reported on multiple
streets in Westfield. In each case, the
victim stated the vehicle was parked
and unlocked in the driveway of the
residence when the break-ins occurred.
The incidents took place on Azalea
Trail, in which an unknown amount of
coins was stolen; the 1300 block of
Boynton Avenue, in which various
items with an approximate value of
$308 were removed; the 100 block of
Pearl Street, in which an unknown
amount of coins was stolen; the 1200
block of Boynton Avenue, where two
vehicles were entered at the same ad-
dress, and Evergreen Court, where items
with an approximate value of $500
were taken.

Friday, December 14, a resident of
the 700 block of Saint Marks Avenue
reported that the attached garage of the
home was burglarized on December
10. The victim stated that the garage
had been left open and a bicycle was
stolen from the garage. The approxi-
mate value of the bicycle is $400.

Saturday, December 15, a resident
of the 700 block of Warren Street re-
ported that Christmas decorations were
stolen from the front lawn of the home.
The approximate value of the theft is
$50.

Saturday, December 15, a resident
of the 200 block of Benson Place re-
ported fraudulent use of his credit card.
The total value of the fraud is approxi-
mately $570. The suspect or suspects
were unknown at the time of the report.

Sunday, December 16, Michael
Ojediran, 27, of Bound Brook was
arrested pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop in the area of Kimball Circle and
Golf Edge on several active warrants.
They included three Irvington traffic
warrants, with bail totaling $1,550; a
Newark traffic warrant with $500 bail,
and a Union traffic warrant with $500
bail. Ojediran was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and turned
over to the Irvington Police Depart-
ment in lieu of bail. The total amount of
bail was $2,550.

Sunday, December 16, Nyphdale
Reid, 36, of East Orange was arrested
and charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance (mari-
juana) under 50 grams pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop in the area of Cen-
tral Avenue and Grove Street. She was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released with a summons.

Monday, December 17, John A.
Delnegro, 48, of Green Brook was
arrested on an outstanding Westfield
Municipal Court criminal warrant, in

the amount of $2,000, pursuant to a
prisoner pickup at the Middlesex
County jail. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was held
awaiting a court appearance.

Tuesday, December 18, a resident of
the 700 block of East Broad Street
reported being the victim of identity
theft. Unknown suspects attempted to
gain the victim’s information and open
numerous credit cards.

Tuesday, December 18, Ibraheem
Steen, 27, of East Orange was arrested
on outstanding warrants from Westfield
Municipal Court, including a criminal
warrant and a traffic warrant, with total
bail of $3,000. He was picked up at the
East Orange Police Department and
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters. Steen was processed and held
awaiting transport to the Union County
jail.

CRANFORD
Friday, December 14, David Neyra,

35, of Newark, was arrested and charged
with Driving While Intoxicated (DWI)
following a motor-stop on North Av-
enue East and Elizabeth Avenue for
failure to maintain their lane. Neyra
was processed and provided with a
municipal court appearance date. In
addition, he was issued motor-vehicle
summonses for careless driving, speed-
ing, suspended driving, failure to main-
tain his lane and failure to keep right.

Saturday, December 15, Andrew
Dealmeida, 30, of Union was arrested
and charged with DWI after police re-
sponded to a call of a suspicious vehicle
in the area of North Avenue West.
Dealmeida processed and provided with
a municipal court appearance date. In
addition, he was issued motor-vehicle
summonses for careless driving.

Saturday, December 15, Craig Pitts,
26, of Clifton was arrested and charged
with possession of under 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug para-
phernalia following a motor-vehicle
stop on North Avenue East and Cen-
tennial Avenue for a headlamp out.
Pitts was processed and provided with
a municipal court appearance date. In
addition, he was issued motor-vehicle
summonses for driving while sus-
pended, maintenance of lamps and
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

CLASSIFIEDS
COLONIA ESTATE SALE

9 Ravine Drive, 10am to 3pm
Sat.12/29 & Sun. 12/30

Living Room, Dining Room, Bed-
rooms, Secretary, Victrola,
Shuffle/Pin Ball, Wicker & Patio
Sets, China, Glass, New Gifts in
Boxes, Decorations, Industrial
Singer Sewing Machine & More!
DovetailsUSA.com for pics & info

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIEDS
The deadline for

placing classified ads
NEXT WEEK  is
Monday, 12/31/18

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1127
amending (Resolution No. 2017-1109)

AWARDED TO: Weber Dowd Law of
Woodland, New Jersey

SERVICES TO: in the matter entitled
Eric Graham v. County of Union

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$10,000 for a sum not to exceed $30,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1098
AWARDED TO:  CME Associates of

Parlin, New Jersey
SERVICES TO:  to provide On-Call En-

vironmental Compliance Services
PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December

31, 2019
COSTS: for an amount not to exceed

$25,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1097
AWARDED TO:  Neglia Engineering

Associates of New Jersey
SERVICES TO:  to provide On-Call

General Engineering services
PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December

31, 2019
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$15,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $21.42 PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/20/18

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1090
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICES TO:  to provide additional

professional psychiatric medical services
to patients of Cornerstone Behavioral
Health Hospital of Union County

PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December
31, 2019

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$188,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1104
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese

$112,976.00
Elizabeth Coalition to House the Home-

less $151,507.00
Gateway Family $232,020.00
Homefirst, Inc $103,855.00
Plainfield Action $40,000.00
PROCEED, Inc. $119,152.00
Urban League of Union County

$31,879.00
SERVICE: to providing emergency shel-

ter, motel/hotel nights
PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December

31, 2019
COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-

ceed $791,389.000
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1101
AWARDED TO: Netta Architects, of

Mountainside, New Jersey
SERVICES TO:  to provide On-Call Ar-

chitectural Services
PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December

31, 2019
COSTS: for an amount not to exceed

$15,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1102
AWARDED TO: NV5, Inc., of

Parsippany, New Jersey
SERVICES TO:  to provide On-Call Traf-

fic Engineering Services
PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December

31, 2019
COSTS: for an amount not to exceed

$10,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1126
amending (Resolution No. 2018-1003)

AWARDED TO: DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick,
Cole & Giblin, LLP of Teaneck, New
Jersey

SERVICES TO: in the matter entitled
HC Equities v. County of Union

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$15,000 for a sum not to exceed $65,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1100
AWARDED TO: French & Parrello As-

sociates of Wall, New Jersey
SERVICES TO:  to provide On-Call MEP

(Mechanical, Electrical and Plumbing)
Engineering  Services

PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December
31, 2019

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$5,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1112
AWARDED TO: Robert Santilli of

Middletown, New Jersey
SERVICES TO:  to serve as ITManager

at the Union County Prosecutor’s Office
PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December

31, 2019
COSTS: for an amount not to exceed

$70,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1113
amending (Resolution No. 2018-591)
AWARDED TO: Ruderman, Horn &

Esmerado, Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES TO:  special counsel for

Labor and Personnel matters
COSTS: in the amount of $10,000 for a

total amount not to exceed $50,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1086
AWARDED TO: Specialty Medical

Consultants and Practitioners
SERVICES TO:  to provide services to

patients of Cornerstone Behavioral Health
Hospital

PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December
31, 2019

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$15,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1114
AWARDED TO: VSP, Vision Care
SERVICE: Vision Care for Life Insur-

ance Company
PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December

31, 2021
COSTS: in the  amount not to exceed

$798,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1103
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICE: to provide family support and

prevention services to Union County fami-
lies to promote stability and wellness

PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December
31, 2019

COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-
ceed $250,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1099
AWARDED TO: Dewberry Engineers,

Inc. of Bloomfield, New Jersey
SERVICES TO:  to provide On-Call

Bridge Engineers Services
PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December

31, 2019
COSTS: for an amount not to exceed

$20,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1096
AWARDED TO: Maser Consulting, of

Red Bank, New Jersey
SERVICES TO:  to provide On-Call Traf-

fic Engineering services
PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December

31, 2019
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$10,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1105
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
ARC of Union County $6,954.00
Community Access Unlimited

$20,747.00
Family Promise $9,584.00
Homefirst, Inc $12,789.00
Jewish Family Services $5,398.00
PROCEED, Inc. $43,217.00
The Gateway Family YMCA

$31,065.00
The Salvation Army (Elizabeth)

$30,895.00
The Salvation Army (Plainfield)

$6,793.00
Trinitas Regional Medical Center

$5,343.00
United Family & Children’s Society

$14,144.00
SERVICE: to provide various activities,

programs
PERIOD: January 1, 2019-March 31,

2019
COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-

ceed $186,929.000
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $35.19

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1089
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICES TO:  to provide professional

medical services for the Cornerstone Be-
havioral Health Hospital patients

PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December
31, 2019

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$60,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1095
amending (Resolution No. 2017-224)
AWARDED TO: Mott MacDonald, of

Morristown, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide additional

Engineering Services associated with the
Lenape Park Dam Rehabilitation Project

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$31,300.00 for a new contract amount not
to exceed $77,300.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

Under the terms of the “Open Public Act”
P.L.., 1975, C. 231, the 2019 Installation
and Reorganization Meeting of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders will
be held on Sunday, January 6, 2019, at
12:00 p.m., in the Courtroom of the Honor-
able Assignment Judge Karen M. Cassidy,
at the Union County Courthouse, 2 Broad
Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey.

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/18, The Leader Fee: $13.26
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This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

Grade 8 Distinguished Honor Roll
Albert Halevy, Zachary; Alexander,

Evan; Andersen, Sophia; Angel,
Catherine; Azeem, Maya; Bautista, Eric;
Bebel, Abigail; Braun, Sophia; Broaddus,
Isabella; Butera, Mattia; Butler, Klara;
Chakravarty, Aprameyo; Chang, Max;
Chen, Kevin; Chen, Matthew; Collins,
Catherine; Consales, Julia; Craig, Owen;
Crall, William; Davenport, Edward;
Davies, Rohan; Deignan, Elaine; Desai,
Anushka; DiFalco, Allison; Dianda, Jes-
sica; Dias, Maya; DuHaime, Natalie;
Edekar, Sayee; Everett, Hannah; Falletta,
Olivia; Ferguson, Kaelin; Gagliardi, Jack-
son; Gamba, Joseph; Gasson, Ryan;
Gauthier, Michael; Gil, Gabriela; Givand,
Caitlin; Guerrero, Sophia; Guglielmo,
Jane; He, Kyle; Henderson, Sean; Hill,
Isabella; Hobbie, Luke; Howland, Mor-
gan; Hynes, Chelsea; Isaacman, Jillian;
Jackson, Gabriel; Jairam, Sharanya;
Janaczek, Olivia; Jyotishi, Nikhil; Keith,
Ariana; Kelesoglu, Emma; Lanza,
Patrick; Lara, Juan-Diego; Lee, Yusuf;
Liebermann, Michael; Lin, Christopher;
Linsen, Jack; Luna Santamaria, Brigham;
Mangiamele, Leo; Matus, Andrew;
Mauryshchau, Sofia; Mirtagavi, Iskandar;
Mishra, Aashi; Mokrzycki, Luke;
Morrison, Bridgett; O’Connor,
Katherine; Panora, Isabella; Richman,
Aaron; Rios, Josefina; Ripper, Juliana;
Rodrigues, Carly; Rubenstein, Alyssa;
Schreiber, Jolie; Schupak, Samuel;
Seiden, Seth; Silecchia, James; Snyder,
Devon; Sugrue, Julia; Tananbaum,
Carolyn; Tang, Vicky; Vaccaro, Luke;
Vesuna, Annika; Waibel, Sophie;
Waldman, Ryan; Wang, Youhao;
Weinberg, Jenna; Weinstein, Emily;
Wernes, Kendall; Wilson, Mackenzie;
Witzel, Rachel; Wright, Madison; Xing,
Sophia; Yu, Clara; Yu, Felix; Zinnie,
Taylor

Grade 8 Honor Roll
Altman, Holden; Amin, Eissa; Araya,

Quetzal; Ash, Avi; Audino, Michelle;
Bass, Nathan; Bazsa, Aron; Becker, Al-
exandria; Becker, Leah; Bongiovanni,
Anna; Bongiovanni, Michael; Bradley,
Kyle; Brillantes, Carter; Buecklers, Eric;
Buonopane, Lucas; Cardoso, Juliana;
Cerro, Paul; Christian, Matthew;
Composto, Ethan; Concannon, Casey;
Cosenza, Chiara; Cosenza, Valentina;
Cuccaro, Imperio; Currie, Jessica;
D’Agosta, Jessica; Dalessio, Nicholas;
Dayon, Gabriel; Dudkiewicz, Alexa;
Dudzinski, Jeremy; Elfstrum, Logan;
Epp, Matthew; Erneta, Sophia; Esler,
Tate; Felter, Paige; Fink, Ethan; Garcia-
Lopez, Valeria; Gibbemeyer, Katherine;
Gonzalez, Daisy; Greeley, Benjamin;
Gripp, Adrian; Guerrero-Herrera, Anahi;
Halleran, Kevin; Halloran, Thomas;
Harper, Aidan; Healey, Nicholas;
Henriques, Gabriella; Hickey, Donovan;
Hong, MinJae; Hunt, Logan; Kahney,
William; Karter, Theo; Kelly, Grace;
Kelly, Joshua; Klemm, Sarah; Kobin,
Timothy; Kornfeld, Andrew; Korotka,
Sofiia; Koslowsky, Ava; Krihak, Hannah;
Laitman, Samuel; Lam, Derek; Larsen,
Mikkel; Le Warn, Ian; Lechner, Madeline;
Lee, Jessica; Luka, Audrey; Mantone,
Shea; Matt, Thomas; McGovern, Jo-
seph; McSweeney, Cali; Metz, Joshua;
Michael, Albert; Mindak, Phineas;
Muller, Alessandra; Narciso, Sophia;

Honor Roll
Edison Intermediate School - 1st Marking Period

Nematadzira, Alexander; North, Fiona;
O’Connor, Jack; O’Marra-Chen, Teela;
Pacifico, Alessandra; Palles, Peter;
Pantow, Imanuel; Pastore, Gabriel;
Perafan, Camila; Pinto, Ariana; Pinto,
Sofia; Pinzon, Allison; Popa, Andrew;
Quallis McQune, Courtney; Rego, Emily;
Restivo, Brennan; Ribeiro, Brandon;
Rosario, Olivia; Rosenthal, Amanda;
Roth, Lily; Rothfleisch, Jack; Ruiz,
Olivia; Rusek, Damian; Russitano, Maxi-
mus; Saint-Denis, Lucie; Sall, Omar;
Samet, Chloe; Schaible, Skyler; Sexton,
Johanna; Silva, Alan; Sinocchi, Evan;
Stavin, Hannah; Strauss, Jessica;
Tannenbaum, Joelle; Tarleton, Perry;
Thorburn, Grace; Tieri, Nancie;
Trajkovski, Alexandra; Verma, Melina;
Waibel, Grace; Welsh, Nathan; White,
Jessica; Whitman, Georgia; Williams,
Brooke; Wong, Tyler; Yucetepe, Ethan
Grade 7 Distinguished Honor Roll
Attia, Sarah; Bach, Olivia;

Balakumaran, Maya; Bartlett, Nicholas;
Behrens, Aaron; Behrens, Eve; Blaustein,
Jacob; Bonn, Karolina; Brennan,
Gabrielle; Bromberg, Lauren; Cabrales,
Caitlin; Cadigan, Ella; Cadigan, Patrick;
Carbone, Julia; Chen, Sophia; Cho, Max-
well; Clark, Emma; Colon, Ricardo;
Czarnecki, Kaitlynn; Daly, Nolan; Del
Re, Pietro; Delforte, Ethan; Delos Reyes,
Aiel; Donofrio, Isabella; Dunham, Evan;
Dunham, Owen; Edwards, Stephen;
Eisman, Rebecca; Engel, Casey; Fleming,
Adrian; Frantzeskakis, Zoe; Gee, Victoria;
Gil, Sofia; Gonzalez, Christopher; Gor-
don, Madison; Greco, Collin; Gunzberg,
Lucas; Haar, Alexandra; Heinze,
Caroline; Hoch, Morgan; Hollosi,
Hannah; Hu, Alexander; Hu, Charlie;
Hu, Yenjay; Iyer, Anusha; Jeckell,
Charles; Jiao, Jonathan; Johnson-
Milstein, James; Kaplun, Samantha;
Karamete, Melissa; Keith, Avery;
Kengeri, Kathryn; Kermanshahi,
Katherine; Kiefer, Alexander; Kim,
Grace; Klemm, Rachel; Kobin, Caroline;
Korr, Zachary; Labin, Nicholas; Landry,
Paige; Leavitt, Lindsey; Lehman, Andie;
Lin, Yumin; Lincoln, Sarah; Link,
Jacqueline; Lisci, Gabriele; Logan, Clare;
Ma, Dillon; Manescu, Monica; Mehta,
Tage; Meisinger, Robert; Mendel, Ed-
ward; Miranda, Pedro; Ng, Bryan;
Norwood, Illyria; O’Brien, Jillian;
Owens, Clarabelle; Patel, Devan; Patel,

TIRED OF TURKEY…On Thursday, November 29, the Education Foundation
of Garwood (EFG) held a very successful “Tired of Turkey” fundraiser at The
Station Bar and Grill. Pictured, from left, are: EFG President Sara Todisco, EFG
Vice President Candace Kilmer, and The Station owner Brian Cruikshank, who
contributed 15 percent of patrons’ checks.

EFG Held Successful
Educational Fundraiser

GARWOOD — On Thursday, No-
vember 29, the Education Founda-
tion of Garwood (EFG) held a very
successful “Tired of Turkey”
fundraiser. The event was well at-
tended and a total of $450 was raised
through a contribution of 15 percent
of patrons’ checks at The Station Bar
and Grill, located at 99 Center Street,
Garwood. Additionally, nearly $200
was raised in direct contributions to
the organization from patrons that
night as well.

The owner of The Station Bar and
Grill, Brian Cruikshank, said, “I’m
always happy to support the great
local organizations we have in town,
like the EFG. It’s a win-win for
Garwood.” Flyers brought by patrons
supporting the EFG were honored
from 3 p.m. to midnight. All of the
proceeds will be used for scholar-
ships for Garwood students and grants
for Lincoln School teachers.

In reflecting on the night, EFG

President Sara Todisco said, “I want
to say a big thank you to Brian and
The Station for their support, which
was our fourth fundraiser with them
over the past few years.” She added,
“The EFG has continued to increase
its membership each year for several
years now and I appreciate all the
members who helped so much to drive
up the turnout.”

Please save the date for the signa-
ture EFG event of the 15th Annual
Appreciation Dinner to be held on
Thursday, April 25, 2019, at The
Westwood, located at 438 North Av-
enue, Garwood. This event honors an
Educator of the Year, as well as a
Person Making a Difference.

The EFG is a nonprofit, tax-exempt
501(c)3 organization. It was founded
in 2004 to work with the Garwood
School District “in pursuit of educa-
tional excellence.” More information
can be found on Facebook at “Educa-
tion Foundation of Garwood.”

HOLIDAY GIVING...Students at The Wardlaw+Hartridge School in Edison
gather many items collected during this year’s holiday coat drive. Pictured, from
left: Ryan Brace of Scotch Plains, Alvari Mhya of Carteret, Elizabeth Ostrowski
of South River, Vincent Alvarez of South Bound Brook, Director of Student Life
Dawn Francavilla of Somerset, Taliyah Williams of Plainfield, Olivia Brown of
South Plainfield and AJ Massaro of South Plainfield. The school donated more
than 100 coats and three boxes of brand new winter accessories including hats,
gloves, mittens and scarves. All donations went to Hands of Hope in Edison.

Deven; Petrassi, Noah; Pinkowski, Chloe;
Puglisi, Gianna; Reed, Makenna;
Reynders, Nathan; Richards, Aidan;
Rodriguez, Ximena; Roitman, Ethan;
Rotter, Maxwell; Sanford, Christian;
Scheiner, Darcy; Scipioni, Isabella; Sclar,
Avital; Shepherd, Logan; Shih, Isabelle;
Singh, Michael; Spirn, Emily; Spirn,
Philip; Tanemori, Ryuichi; Tsarsi, Sofia;
Walker, Riley; Waqar, Alishba; Weinstein,
Cate; Wilner, Emory; Wilson, Zechari;
Xiong, Rebecca; Yang, Chen; Zemsky,
Madison; Zhao, Derrick

Grade 7 Honor Roll
Ackerman, Benjamin; Agar, Oliver;

Altman, Samuel; Andreottola, Ava;
Andretta, Gavin; Anyaele, Obinna;
Aronowitz, Ava; Avans, Camila;
Ballingall, Tyler; Bas, Victoria;
Beinhaker, Aylinn; Berger, Olivia;
Beriont, Christopher; Biedermann, Ava;
Braganza, Leon; Brown, Danielle;
Bryson, Rachel; Caramagno, Joshua;
Cestero, Tomas; Chalke, Aditya; Chelak,
Alexander; Chermak, Nina; Clark,
Samuel; Cogan, Cara; Collins, Allison;
Coughlin, Rosemary; Crane, Aidan; Cruz,
Jeremy; Cruz, Leilani; Csorba, Steven;
Del Monico, Gabrielle; Della Rocco,
Sofia; Dizon, Julia; Doblas-Martin,
Miqueas; Doherty, Erin; Dowden, Jack-
son; Dragan, Natalie; Dudkiewicz,
Justine; Dunn, James; Evans, Carys;
Fajardo, Josue; Farabaugh, Braedan;
Finn, Kate; Foley, Colin; Frantzeskakis,
Aris; Gallo, Giuliana; Garg, Akshit;
Gauthier, Genevieve; Gibbs, Shannon;
Goldfeld, Nikita; Goldstein, Sigal;
Hickey, John; Hurford, Gregory; Jawor,
Ryan; Jean, Matthew; Jimenez, Lena;
Jones, Johanna; Karaban, Brienna; Katz,
Amelia; Katz, Evan; Klingelhofer, Jes-
sica; Kobori, Michael; Koellhoffer, Ryan;
Lam, Cody; Lisnock, Grace; Logozzo,
Michael; Lopez Gutierrez, Samuel;
Marceau, Zachary; Marcus, Zachary;
McSweeney, Elle; Meisinger, Zachary;
Might, Danielle; Miranda, Julia;
Mirrione, Jordan; Moore, Dennis;
Moreland, David; Morrelli, Caroline;
Murphy, Julia; Natt, Jaden; Nematadzira,
Benedict; O’Brien, Sean; O’Connell,
Marisa; O’Connor, Ava; Orgel, Rachel;
Palacios, Erick; Pearson, Christian;
Perialis, Athena; Pinto, Sofia; Prip, Erica;
Prip, Heather; Raber, Andrew; Reilly,
Anne; Ricerca, John; Rodrigues, Nicolas;
Russo, Mario; Sandberg, Gavin; Scherzer,
Alexis; Schroppe, Keira; Schutzer, Max;
Sewald, Evan; Singer, Jack; Singman,
Owen; Swiat, Evan; Taylor, Aaron;
Victorino, Maxwell; Virmani, Grace;
Vitorino, Rebecca; Vo, Andrew; Von
Boch, Madeleine; Waller, Naomi; Walsh,
Miriam; Ward, Evan; Weber, William;
Wellnitz, Christopher; Willson, Rebecca;
Witten, Ethan; Young, Ethan; Yu, Ian

Wardlaw+Hartridge Announces
Middle School Honor Rolls

AREA — The Wardlaw+Hartridge
School in Edison has announced the
Middle School honor rolls for the
first trimester of the 2018-2019 aca-
demic year.

To qualify for Honor Roll, a stu-
dent must achieve a GPA of 87 or
higher, without rounding, with no in-
dividual grade below 73.

To qualify for Honor Roll with Dis-
tinction, a student must achieve a GPA
of 93 or higher, without rounding, with
no individual grade below 83.

The following local students earned
status on the honor rolls:

Honor Roll with Distinction: sixth
grader Phoebe Kaplan of Scotch Plains;
and seventh graders Anushka Dalal of

Wardlaw+Hartridge Announces
Upper School Honor Rolls

AREA -- The Wardlaw+Hartridge
School in Edison has announced the
Upper School honor rolls for the first
trimester of the 2018-2019 academic
year.

To qualify for Honor Roll, a stu-
dent must achieve a GPA of 87 or
higher, without rounding, with no in-
dividual grade below 73.

To qualify for Honor Roll with Dis-
tinction, a student must achieve a GPA
of 93 or higher, without rounding, with
no individual grade below 83.

The following local students earned
status on the honor rolls:

Honor Roll with Distinction: fresh-
man Shiv Tickoo of Scotch Plains;
sophomores Noah Apter of Springfield,
Alex Caiola of Westfield, Camila
Martinez of Scotch Plains, Michael

Peruzzo of Westfield and Isabella Sena-
Cash of Scotch Plains; juniors Ryan
Brace of Scotch Plains, Logan D’Amore
of Scotch Plains, Arun Lakshman of
Westfield, Judith Minnium of Scotch
Plains and Kallie Schildge of Westfield;
and seniors Ayush Menon of Scotch
Plains, Sandy Miller of Westfield, Wil-
liam Rehwinkel of Scotch Plains, JJ
Stueck of Scotch Plains and Mia Sutton
of Westfield.

Honor Roll: freshman Rose Kassam
of Scotch Plains; sophomores Tyler
Jones of Scotch Plains and Sydney
Sweeney of Cranford; juniors Clare
Jeffery of Westfield and Mayah
Nissim of Scotch Plains; and seniors
Alexandra Lack of Westfield, Kelly
Lawrence of Scotch Plains, Zachary
Weiss of Westfield and Edward Zhang
of Scotch Plains.

Friends of WML is Accepting
Scholarship Applications

WESTFIELD -- The Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library (WML)
is accepting applications for its 2019
scholarships, designed to assist indi-
viduals to further their studies in li-
brary-related fields.

Eligible are Westfield residents or
those working in the town, such as
teachers in the local schools or li-
brary employees. Scholarships of
$1,000 or more will be offered, with
the monies going directly to the edu-
cational institution where a recipient
is enrolled in a credit-bearing course.

Application forms, with informa-
tion about the scholarships, are avail-
able inside the entrance at the library,
550 E. Broad Street, or by contacting

Dr. Tina Lesher, Friends’ scholarship
chairman, at tinalesher@verizon.net.

The Friends of Westfield Memo-
rial Library annually sponsors a ma-
jor Spring book sale and a children’s
book sale in the Fall, as well as the
Museum Pass Program, children’s
programming, and a host of other
activities. Earlier this year the board,
made up of volunteer members, voted
to provide more than $35,000 to the
library’s children’s section for furni-
ture and other upgrades.

Jerry Skotnicki and Suzanne
O’Rourke are serving this year as co-
presidents of the Friends.

LIBRARY SCHOLARSHIP...The most recent Westfield Memorial Library
(WML) Friends scholarship recipient Julie McGeough (pictured center) with
Suzanne O'Rourke and Dr. Tina Lesher of the Friends of the WML. The Friends
of the WML is accepting applications for its 2019 scholarships, designed to assist
individuals to further their studies in library-related fields.

Lewis Earns Belmont
U. Dean’s List

FANWOOD -- Rebecca Lewis, of
Fanwood, qualified for the Fall 2018
Dean's List at Belmont University.
Eligibility is based on a minimum
course load of 12 hours and a quality
grade point average of 3.5 with no
grade below a C.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18003864

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008374-16

Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON
F/K/A THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE CERTIFICATESHOLDERS OF THE
CWALT, INC., ALTERNATIVE LOAN TRUST
2006-4511, MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-45T1

VS.
Defendant: NIKU PATEL AND MITA PATEL,

MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION
SYSTEMS, INC., AS NOMINEE FOR FIRST
MAGNUS FINANCIAL CORPORATION, SPE-
CIALIZED LOAN SERVICING, LLC, ASIT
KOTHARI, HASMUKH PATEL, HARSHAD
PATEL, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, BIPIN PATEL
AND ENGELWOOD HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL
CENTER

Sale Date: 01/09/2019
Writ of Execution: 07/31/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million Six
Hundred Sixteen Thousand Nine Hundred Thir-
teen and 90/100*** $1,616,913.90.

All that certain land and premises situate, lying
and being in the Township of Scotch Plains,
County of Union, and State of New Jersey.

Street: 43 Winchester Drive Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076.

Nearest Cross Street: Rahway Road.
Tax Lot and Block No.: Lot 5, Block 16002
Dimensions (approx.): 98 x 125 x 79 x 174 x92

x 60.
Prior Mortgages/Liens Not Extinguished By

The Sale Are: 1. Delinquent taxes and/or tax
liens

As the above description does not constitute a
full legal description, said full legal description is
annexed to that certain deed recorded in the
Office of the Clerk of Union County in Deed Book
5357, Page 527, et seq., New Jersey, and the
Writ of Execution on file with the Sheriff of Union
County.

*THE SALE IS SUBJECT TO UNPAID TAXES
AND ASSESSMENTS, TAX, WATER, AND
SEWER LIENS, AND OTHER MUNICIPAL AS-
SESSMENTS, IF ANY. THE AMOUNT DUE CAN
BE OBTAINED FROM THE LOCAL TAXING
AUTHORITY. PURSUANT TO NJSA 46:813-21
THIS SALE MAY BE ALSO SUBJECT TO LIM-
ITED LIEN PRIORITY OF ANY CONDOMINIUM/
HOMEOWNER ASSOCIATION LIENS WHICH
MAY EXIST. ANY SET OF FACT WHICH AN
ACCURATE SURVEY WOULD DISCLOSE; ANY
RESTRICTIONS OR COVENANTS ON
RECORD WHICH RUN WITH THE LAND;
RIGHTS OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, IF ANY, ANY OCCUPANTS OR PER-
SONS IN POSSESSION OF THE PROPERTY,
IF ANY. ADDITIONAL MUNICIPAL CHARGES,
LIENS, TAXES OR TAX SALE CERTIFICATES
AND INSURANCE, IF ANY

**A DEPOSIT OF 20% OF THE BID PRICE IN
CERTIFIED FUNDS IS REQUIRED AT THE
TIME OF SALE. THE SHERIFF HAS THE RIGHT
TO ADJOURN THIS SALE WITHOUT FUR-
THER NOTICE BY PUBLICATION.

Total Upset:  ***One Million Six Hundred Fifty-
One Thousand Three Hundred Eighty-Four and
69/100*** $1,651,384.69 together with lawful in-
terest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
MATTLEMAN, WEINROTH & MILLER
401 RT 70 EAST
SUITE 100
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(856) 429-5507
4 T - 12/13, 12/20, 12/27/18
& 01/03/19 Fee: $265.20

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18003976

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-015004-17

Plaintiff: HAVEN SAVINGS BANK
VS.
Defendant: SCOTT K. STEELE AND NICOLE

S. STEELE, HUSBAND AND WIFE;
SANTANDER BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION; STATE OF NEW JERSEY; MARINA AS-
SOCIATES T/A HARRAHS CASINO HOTEL,
AC

Sale Date: 01/16/2019
Writ of Execution: 09/26/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred Fifty
Thousand Five Hundred Eighty-Seven and 52/
100*** $150,587.52.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, in the County of Union, and
the State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 2035 Winding Brook
Way, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Tax Lot No. 10, in Block No. 13302.
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately) 185 feet

wide by 213 feet long (irregular).
Nearest Cross Street: Bayberry Lane.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

4TH QTR TAXES OPEN $4,571.86 (OPEN
PLUS INTEREST AND PENALTY AFTER 11/1/
2018)

OPEN SEWER $260.32 (OPEN PLUS IN-
TEREST AND PENALTY AFTER 12/31/2018)

SUBJECT TO PRIOR MORTGAGES AND
JUDGMENTS (IF ANY).

Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Fifty-Five Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Eighty-Four and 16/100***
$155,884.16 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.
1455 BROAD STREET
BLOOMFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07003
(973) 473-3000
4 T - 12/20, 12/27/18, 01/03
& 01/10/19 Fee: $199.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18003965

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-007547-18

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, N.A., AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE REGISTERED HOLDERS OF ACE
SECURITIES CORP. HOME EQUITY LOAN
TRUST, SERIES 2005-HE2, ASSET BACKED
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES

VS.
Defendant: CLARK REINHARD A/K/A CLARK

REIHARD; NANCY REINHARD A/K/A N
CORRIGAN REINHARD; AMERICAN EXPRESS
CENTURION BANK; COASTAL CARDIOVAS-
CULAR CONSULTANTS PA; UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 01/16/2019
Writ of Execution: 08/08/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million One
Hundred Fifty-Seven Thousand Seventy-Seven
and 35/100*** $1,157,077.35.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 304 SOUTH EUCLID
AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax LOT 9, BLOCK 3111.
Dimensions of Lot: 100 feet wide by 150 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: SAINT MARKS AV-

ENUE.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.
• 2018 Qtr 4 Due: 11/01/2018 $5,433.52 OPEN
• 2019 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2019 $5,403.89 OPEN
• 2019 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2019 $5,403.88 OPEN
• Sewer Acct: 5078 0 01/01/2018 - 12/31/2018
$165.00 OPEN PLUS PENALTY $165.00 OPEN
PLUS PENALTY; OWED IN ARREARS

Total Upset:  ***One Million One Hundred
Eighty-Six Thousand Five and 69/100***
$1,186,005.69 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 12/20, 12/27/18, 01/03
& 01/10/19 Fee: $212.16

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18004017

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008329-16

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/
B/A CHAMPION MORTGAGE COMPANY

VS.
Defendant: ARLENE SCHROR, HER HEIRS,

DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES, AND HER, THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; DIANE SCHROR; THOMAS
SCHROR,INDIVIDUALLY AND AS ADMINIS-
TRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF ARLENE
SCHROR, DECEASED; WILLIAM SCHROR;
DEBORAH NASIM; MICHAEL SCHROR; MAT-
THEW SCHROR; JAMES SCHROR; NEW CEN-
TURY FINANCIAL SERVICES INC. ON BE-
HALF OF CITIBANK, NA; MIDLAND FUNDING
LLC; LACEY DUCKMAN; HANNAH HEUGER,
AS EXCECUTPJX OF THE ESTATE OF HENRY
ft DUCKMAN, M.D., P.A., DECEASED; HELEN
K. DEMARCO, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS
EXCECUTRIX OF THE ESTATE OF RAYMOND
P. DEMARCO, ESQ DECEASED; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 01/23/2019
Writ of Execution: 10/12/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Thirty-Seven Thousand Four Hundred Ninety-
Four and 35/100*** $537,494.35.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 1510 TERRILL
ROAD, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 20, BLOCK 14801 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions: 350.78 feet X 100.00 feet X 350.78
feet X 100.00 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: COOPER ROAD (AKA
COOPER STREET).

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Fifty-Three Thou-
sand Three Hundred Eighty-Five and 25/100***
$553,385.25 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 12/27/18, 01/03, 01/10
& 01/17/19 Fee: $238.68

Scotch Plains and Hannah Yin of Scotch
Plains.

Honor Roll: sixth graders Samuel
Faust of Westfield, Brendan Xavier of
Scotch Plains, and Luke Zuzovsky of
Mountainside; seventh grader Isabella
Rovito of Scotch Plains; eighth graders
Matthew Faust of Westfield, David Ezra
Flatau-Jones of Scotch Plains, and
Kapriana Payami of Scotch Plains.

goleader.com/form/subscribe
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Photo Courtesy of Maria Hobbie
SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS...Edison Intermediate School student, Sarah Hobbie of Westfield, was cast as Juliet, one of the
12 school girls in the Summit Playhouse theater’s production of Madeline’s Christmas. She, along with the rest of the cast,
performed to sold out audiences for both December 7 and 15 weekends. The exceptional performance left the audience with
a renewed Christmas spirit.

WINTER WONDER...Middle School students at The Wardlaw+Hartridge School
in Edison performed for a big crowd in the Winter Concert at the Berry Performing
Arts Center on December 13. The 90-minute concert included performances by the
Sixth Grade Band, Jazz Band, Sixth Grade Choir, Seventh and Eighth Grade Band,
Emelyn Choir, Seventh and Eighth Grade Choir and Combined Choir. Among the
highlights were the Jazz Band’s Satin Doll, the Sixth Grade Choir’s A New Year’s
Wish, the Seventh and Eighth Grade Band’s Jingle Bell Rock, the Seventh and
Eighth Grade Choir’s A Million Dreams, and the Combined Choir’s medley finale
of The Polar Express. Pictured is the concert band.

UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL...During the month of January, the Watchung
Arts Center, Lower Gallery will showcase an “Ode to O’Keeffe” presented by
Richard Lear. An image from the show is pictured above. Also on display in the
main gallery will be the works of Hob’Art, entitled “Selfie-Reimagined.”

‘Ode to O’Keefe’ and ‘Selfie
Reimagined’ On Display

WATCHUNG -- During the month
of January, the Watchung Arts Cen-
ter will showcase the works of
Hob’Art: “Selfie-Reimagined” and
Richard Lear: “Ode to O’Keeffe.”

An opening art reception will be
held on Sunday, January 6, from 1
to 4 p.m. and the exhibits will be on
display from January 5 through
January 26. The reception and exhi-
bitions are free of charge and open
to the public.

The Center’s Heinz W. Otto Gal-
lery will feature “Selfie –
Reimagined,” an exhibition by
Hob’Art, an artist’s co-operative in
Hoboken. The exhibit deals with
the ubiquitous aspect of selfies taken
using a cell phone wherein people
create images of themselves at vari-
ous occasions. The work is pre-
sented through a variety of medi-
ums. The artists use photography to
delve into this subject, but also use
paint, collage and sculpture to in-
vestigate the possible meanings and
implications of the selfie. This dis-
play is inspired by the omnipresent
cell phone photograph that enlarges
/ expands this tiny mundane image
and re-visits the concept of human
impulse to document our every

move. Be prepared for a visually
stimulating, amusing and vibrant
show that challenges our assump-
tions and visual stereotypes.

At the same time, the Lower Gal-
lery will showcase an “Ode to
O’Keeffe,” presented by Richard
Lear. The flower, is Richard’s pre-
ferred subject, as one of nature’s
most perfect and unique gifts that
brings joy, laughter and brightens
the darkest of days with its awe
inspiring magnitude of color.

Having traveled the world look-
ing for extraordinary flowers to pho-
tograph, Mr. Lear has captured
beauty as well as abstraction from
New Jersey to Fiji, through his lens.

The Watchung Arts Center, lo-
cated at 18 Stirling Road in
Watchung on the Watchung Circle,
is a multi-disciplinary arts facility
serving Watchung, the surrounding
communities and the Tri-State Area.
The Galleries are open Tuesday
through Friday noon to 5 p.m. and
Saturday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. To obtain
more information about upcoming
performances, classes and work-
shops, and monthly art exhibitions,
please visit WatchungArts.org or
call (908) 753-0190.

Madrigal Singers to Present
Post Holiday Concert

SUMMIT — The Madrigal Sing-
ers will present their Post Holiday
Concert, “O Magnum Mysterium,”
on Sunday, January 6, 2019, at the
United Methodist Church, located
at 17 Kent Place Boulevard, Sum-
mit, at 4 p.m. General admission,
available at the door, is $15; admis-
sion for students and seniors is $10.

The program will feature carols
and sacred masterpieces from across
the centuries by Josquin Des Prez,
Jacob Handl, Kodaly, Hans Leo
Hassler, Hector Berlioz and others.

The Madrigal Singers are an a
capella choral group specializing in

Mediaeval and Renaissance music.
The group, founded in 1948, is cur-
rently under the direction of John
Sichel, and is comprised of sopra-
nos Martha Desmond, Heather
Keith, Sandy Turner and Amy
Wechsler; altos Donna Brumbaugh,
Roberta Lichtenberg, Jennifer
Melick, Holly Hartline and Sarah
Riffel; tenors, Richard DeVany,
Christopher Ferro and basses Greg
Hartline, Scott Hobson, Kirk
Robbins and Gordon Rowan. Kirk
Robbins will perform the readings
and flutes will be played by Eugenia
Cline and Clarissa Nolde.

Auditions for Newsies
Announced by CDC

‘Light Movement’ Photo
Exhibit Opens Jan. 5

UNION -- The Les Malamut Art
Gallery will host an exhibit of photo-
graphs by Union photographer Ada
Bednarz titled “Light Movement.”
The show will open
Saturday, January
5, and continue
through February.

Ms. Bednarz
travels extensively
and has taught her-
self photography to
illustrate her ex-
plorations of dif-
ferent countries. In
addition to travel-
ing with People to
People Interna-
tional, she has par-
ticipated in work-
shops with Na-
tional Geographic
Expeditions, New
York Times Jour-
neys as well as the
International Cen-
ter of Photography.

Speaking about
her show, Ms. Bednarz describes her
decision to experiment with light trail,
utilizing low shutter speeds, thus al-
lowing her to observe movement in

an artistic way. She states: “By ob-
serving movement, we can learn much
about the person conducting the move-
ment, and about the world around

us.” The images in
this exhibit were
captured in vari-
ous locations, in-
cluding London
and Dubai.

All artwork is
available for pur-
chase by contact-
ing the artist.  Her
work can also be
viewed at:https://
www.adabednarz.com/

The Gallery is
located on the
lower level of the
Union Public Li-
brary, 1980 Mor-
ris Avenue, Union.
The exhibit is free
and open to the
public during
regular library
hours.  It is handi-

capped accessible. For further infor-
mation visit
lesmalamutartgallery.wordpress.com/
or call (908) 851-5450.

Ada Bednarz

CRANFORD — CDC Theatre, lo-
cated at 78 Winans Avenue in Cranford,
has announced it will hold auditions for
the final mainstage show in its 100th
anniversary season, Disney’s Newsies.
This Disney film turned Tony-winning
Broadway hit inspires everyone to fight
for what’s right and seize the day. Set in
turn-of-the century New York City,
Newsies is the rousing tale of Jack
Kelly, a charismatic newsboy and leader
of a band of teenaged “newsies.” When
titans of publishing raise distribution
prices at the newsboys’ expense, Jack
rallies newsies from across the city to
strike against the unfair conditions and
fight for what’s right!

Based on the 1992 motion picture
and inspired by a true story, Newsies
features a Tony Award-winning score
by Alan Menken (Little Shop of Hor-
rors, Sister Act) and Jack Feldman and
a book by Tony Award winner Harvey
Fierstein (Kinky Boots). Featuring the
now classic songs “Carrying the Ban-

ner,” “Seize the Day,” and “Santa Fe,”
Newsies is packed with non-stop thrills
and a timeless message, perfect for the
whole family.

Auditions will be at the theatre and
are scheduled for Thursday, January 3,
2019, at 7 p.m. and Saturday, January 5,
at noon. Please prepare a 16-32 bar
song that shows off your voice; an
accompanist will be provided. Details
can be found  at cdctheatre.org.

Photo Courtesy of Joseph Mudrak
CELEBRATING RAHWAY’S OWN...Pictured, from left to right, back: Rahway
High School Principal John Farinella, Vice-President Patricia Volino-Reinoso,
Amy Garcia-Phillips, Ann Marie Williams, Superintendent Patricia Camp, Ed.D,
Dan Garay; seated in front, Sharon Mc Collins, mother of Louis Campbell, Joe
Giacobbe, and Alex Shipley.

Giacobbe Among the Five of
‘Rahway’s Own’ 2018 Class
RAHWAY — On Tuesday, No-

vember 27, Rahway High School
(RHS) hosted this year’s “Rahway’s
Own” ceremony celebrating the in-
duction of 2018’s candidates
Strength and Conditioning Coach for
the NFL’s N.Y. Jets Joe Giacobbe,
European basketball star Louis
Campbell, jazz musicians (and broth-
ers) Allan and Warren Vaché, and
Rahway historian Alex Shipley.

The event, now in its fifth year,
organized by Amy Garcia Phillips
and Ann Marie Williams of the
Rahway Arts and Business Partner-
ship, along with RHS Vice-Principal
Patricia Volino-Reinoso and assis-
tant football coach and teacher Dan
Garay, honors members from the
Rahway community who have
achieved excellence in their field,
who have impacted and elevated
Rahway, and who will represent their
city as a place for innovation, cre-
ativity and community.

The celebratory opening com-
ments for this year’s program were
presented by “Rahway’s Own” alum-
nus Coach Fred Stueber, who em-
phasized, “how much talent we have
in this town.”

“Don’t let anyone put a ceiling on
you,” said inductee Mr. Giacobbe.
“Being tough,” he advised the stu-
dents, “is important in chasing a
dream.” He gives credit for this drive
and persistence to achieve his dreams

to the strength instilled in him by his
hometown…the community of
Rahway.

Son of the late bassist Warren
Vaché and elder brother of clarinet-
ist Allan Vaché, cornetist Warren
Vaché Jr. has defied being labeled as
a swing musician, having listened to
and absorbed all styles of music. He
has spent years playing with such
music greats as Rosemary Clooney,
Benny Goodman and Woody Herman
and has performed at major jazz fes-
tivals such as the Newport Jazz Fes-
tival and festivals in France, Italy,
Japan, Australia and Hong Kong.
Although Mr. Vaché could not be
present due to a prior engagement in
India, his brother and famed clari-
netist Allan Vaché appeared via video
to address the RHS students on a
personal level. Having graduated
RHS in 1971, Allan Vaché went on
to perform with the Jim Cullum Jazz
Band of San Antonio, Tex., for 17
years, to tour Mexico for the U.S.
State Department, and to perform at
New York City’s Carnegie Hall and
Lincoln Center and The Kennedy
Center in Washington, D.C. He has
recordings as a soloist and has also
performed in Europe, Asia, Austra-
lia and South America. Reassuring
the students that, “Confusion is not
unique to you,” Mr. Vaché encour-
aged them to “concentrate on what it
is you love to do and develop it.”

Pottery and Photo Exhibit
‘Terra’ Opens in New Year

KENILWORTH -- “Terra” an Ex-
hibit of Ceramics and Photographs
by Union resident Jessica Garber will
be on display at the Gallery on the
Boulevard,located in the Kenilworth

Library, 548 Boulevard, from Janu-
ary 4 through March 30, 2019.

Ms. Garber has been creating ce-
ramics for the last four years and
specializes in carved surface textures
and applied patterns, as well as ex-
perimentation with different ceramic
firing techniques. Ms. Garber holds
an AAS and BFA from the Fashion
Institute of Technology, SUNY. She
has a passion for teaching and has
held various roles in New York and
New Jersey. Her ceramic work is
showcased in large scale photographs
and three-dimensional work in this
solo exhibition.

The exhibit is free and open to the
public during regular library hours.
For further information, call (908)
276-2451 or visit http://
www.kenilworthlibrary.org.Pottery by Jessica Garber

Newark Flycasting
Club at Sports Show
AREA — The Newark Bait and

Flycasting club will have a booth for
information at the Garden state outdoor
sports show, to be held on January 10-
13, 2019, at the New Jersey Conven-
tion Center in Edison. Raffle tickets,
$5, will be available at the show to
purchase to win a fishing trip to Canada
with lodging as well as other prizes

The Newark Bait and Flycasting club
was founded in 1907 and remains the
oldest fishing clubs in the nation. The
club provides outings to support veter-
ans, adults and children, as well as
people with disabilities. It also pro-
vides environmental education, knowl-
edge and practice through club events.
The club is always looking for new
members, donations, and volunteers.
See www.nbfcc.org for more informa-
tion. Some events include the second
Saturday in April fishing derby at Echo
Lake in Mountainside, people with dis-
abilities fishing outing at Echo Lake in
Mountainside in September.

 WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY EVENTS 
JANUARY 2019    

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
Hours: Mon-Thurs  9:30 am-9:00 pm  Fri & Sat 9:30 am-5:00 pm  Sun 1-5:00 pm 

Closing at 3:00 pm on 12/31/18 and Closed 1/1/19 for New Year’s Day 
Closed 1/21/19 for Dr. Martin Luther King Day 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS  SEE WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFO 

1/4  1:30 pm TGIF! The Mayo Clinic (video) 

1/5  2:00 pm Job Searching for Everyone-Karen Camden 

1/8  1:30 pm Adult Craft: Sock Cupcakes and Candy 

1/8  2:00 pm Trivia Night for Teens and Adults 

1/10 10:00 am Learn to Download to an Android device or  
Kindle Fire-Westfield resident cardholders only  

1/10  7:00 pm Tai Chi with Gang Huang 

1/11  1:30 pm TGIF! A Walk in the Woods (movie) 

1/17  2:00 pm Learn how to Download to a Laptop- 
Westfield resident cardholders only  

1/18  1:30 pm TGIF! Iris (video) 

1/19  2:00 pm The Joys of Backyard Bird Feeding– Jen Schulze 

1/25  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: My Big Fat Greek Wedding 

PROGRAMS FOR KIDS AND TEENS: CHECK WEBSITE  
FOR SIGN UP INFORMATION AND ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

MIDTERM STUDY HALL HOURS: JAN 20-29 Check website for hours  

1/7, 14, 28  7:00 pm Girls Who Code-grades 3-5 

1/8 & 15  3:45 pm Afternoon LEGO Club 5+years 

1/8  7:00 pm Trivia Night for Teens and Adults 

1/11, 18, 25 10:00 am Playgroup for Babies, Toddlers 0-23 months.  
Parent/Caregiver attends. 

1/12  2:00 pm Paws to Read-new readers read to WML dogs 

1/15, 22, 29 10:30 am 2’s on Thursday Storytime. Caregiver attends. 

1/15, 22, 29  1:30 pm Crafternoon Storytime 3½–5 years 

1/17, 24, 31 10:30 am 3’s on Thursday Storytime. Caregiver attends. 

FIND

LEADER / TIMES

WHAT YOU WANT

SELL
WHAT YOU DON’T

Through A

CLASSIFIED AD
In The

LOW COST

AMAZING RESULTS

908-232-4407THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 
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Broadway Dancers and Singers
Celebrate the New Year with NJFO

WESTFIELD — On Monday, De-
cember 31, at 7 p.m., under the baton
of Maestro David Wroe, New Jersey
Festival Orchestra (NJFO) again pre-
sents one of New Jersey’s most popu-
lar New Year’s Eve musical celebra-
tions. This year’s performance,
“Singin’ and Dancin’ with the Stars”
brings together dancers from Dance
Theatre of Harlem and vocalists di-
rect from the Broadway stage.

This year’s intergenerational pro-
gram reads like a Who’s Who of the
best of song and dance numbers. It’s
“a grand retrospective of some of the
choice song and dance scenes from
Broadway,” said Mr. Wroe, music
director.

Songs by classic American musical
composers Cole Porter, Irving Ber-
lin, Lerner and Loewe will be in-
cluded, as well as some from favor-
ites such as Carousel, Show Boat and
Phantom of the Opera, and even some
more contemporary fare, including a
song by Roy Orbison.

This year’s guest vocalists come
from Broadway and beyond. Soprano
Maria Failla was most recently seen in
Cats in New York City and is currently
in rehearsal for the show’s national
tour. Cooper Grodin comes hot off the
starring role on the 25th Anniversary
National Tour of Phantom.

“Maestro Wroe has put together a
fabulous program,” said guest vocal-

ist Mr. Grodin, who was also an origi-
nal member of the 25th Anniversary
National Tour of Les Mis.

The singers are joined by Dance
Theatre of Harlem’s (DTH) Da’von
Doane, Stephanie Williams and
Amanda Smith.

“We’ve shaken up the program quite
a bit this year,” commented Maestro
Wroe.  “Expect a few surprises as our
friends from Dance Theatre of Harlem
join the festivities to bring a brand-
new dimension to our songs.”

“For example, many may be famil-
iar with one of Cyd Charisse’s finest
dance numbers, during the Frankie
and Johnny finale of Meet Me in Las
Vegas, where she danced to the fa-
mous blues song sung off-screen by
Sammy Davis…,” he hinted.

Mr. Doane said, “We at DTH are
thrilled to come to New Jersey for
such an exciting collaboration. This
is music that calls for dramatic dance
interpretation and there’s something
for everyone…passion, comedy and
a lot of style!”

Continued Mr. Wroe, “This con-
cert is an opportunity for adults to
reminisce to song and dance numbers
they all know, for kids to learn more
about some of the most exciting char-
acters to grace the stage and screen,
and for us all to revel in the genius of
America’s finest composers. And it’s
a great way for a family to celebrate

New Year’s Eve together.”
Added NJFO Board President

Keith S. Hertell, “People want safe,
familiar and uplifting events to bring
in the New Year, and the NJ Festival
Orchestra has built a tradition of be-
ing the place to be on this special
night. It also fits perfectly in people’s
family plans — the 1,000-plus audi-
ence either come directly from a din-
ner, or leave the concert to head off to
their final dinner or party of the year.
The event is a highlight of the year for
our community.”

This program has been made pos-
sible in part by a 2018 HEART (His-
tory, Education, Arts Reaching Thou-
sands) Grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and by
support from The Westfield Founda-
tion.

Tickets range in price from $42 to
$70. A special discount price of $15 is
available for children under 18, mak-
ing this event (which starts at 7 p.m.
and ends at 9 p.m.) a perfect way for
the entire family to welcome in the
New Year together.

The New Year’s Eve concert will
take place in the Westfield High
School auditorium, located at 550
Dorian Road in Westfield, and will
finish at approximately 9 p.m. Tick-
ets are available online at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or by
calling (908) 232-9400.

Maria Failla
Cats, Evita

Da’von Doane
Dance Theatre of Harlem

Stephanie Williams
Dance Theatre of Harlem

Wishing You a New Year
Full of Light and Joy!

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR...This home (pictured on bottom) on John Street in Cranford won Most
Outrageous in the township-wide fourth-annual holiday decorating contest. The Super Spirit Award went to John Street
(top photo), a street located off of North Avenue where almost every home on the block is lit up in full Christmas grandeur.
The holiday decorating contest is sponsored by the Cranford Recreation and Parks Department. Prizes are also awarded
to homes in the categories of Most Traditional and All-Around Favorite.

WESTFIELD AREA YMCA  220 Clark St., Westfield  908-301-YMCA (9622)  westfieldynj.org        
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.  Financial assistance is available.  

When you join the Y, you commit to more than becoming healthier.  
You build relationships and support the core values and programs that 

strengthen your community.  The Y.™  For a better us.™  

 

MEMBERSHIP SPECIALS 

No Joiner’s Fee  Now January 5  
“Pay the day” Joiner’s Fee  January 631  
($6 on 1/6, $7 on 1/7 … and so on) 

 

NEW YEAR’S DAY SPECIALS 
¶ Open10:00AM-4:00PM 

¶ Try the Y for FREE (bring valid ID) 

¶ BOGO Personal Training Special: Get one package 
of 5 or more sessions, get 25% off the 2nd same 
package. 

¶ Free TRX® classes: 11:30AM (intro) 12:15PM 
(experienced) 

 

CAMP OPEN HOUSE  
10:00AM-Noon Saturday, January 5 
Main Y Facility, 220 Clark St., Westfield 

CAMP EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 
Pay in full 1/5-1/30 and receive 10% discount 
(extended care not included) 

 

2019-2020 School Year Child Care Education 

OPEN HOUSES Saturday, January 5 

The Y offers full-day child care, preschool, full-
day Kindergarten & before/after school care.  

10:00AM-Noon:   Bauer Branch 
422 E. Broad St., Westfield 
 

10:00AM-Noon:   Early Learning Center  
170 Elm St., Westfield  
 

9:30-11:00AM:   Garwood Family Center YMCA  
500 East St., Garwood 

 

NEW 
Racquetball 
Courts now 

open! 

COOPER GRODIN
Phantom, Les Mis, Zorro

MARIA FAILLA
Cats, Evita, Sound of Music

SINGIN’ AND DANCIN’ WITH THE STARS
MONDAY, DEC. 31, 2018 at 7pm – 9pm  |  WHS, WESTFIELD

908-232-9400  |  www.njfestivalorchestra.org

Dance Theatre 
of Harlem’s 
Da’von Doane 
and friends
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l'ennemi du journaliste

BLUE DEVILS LODER, SCANLAN, SIMPSON, MILLER WIN KEY BOUTS; RAIDER OSLISLO WINS

Blue Devil Matmen Top SPF in Wounded Warrior Classic
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mission accomplished! The out-
come of the match between the
hosting Westfield High School
wrestling team and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders was not
nearly as important as the mis-
sion on December 21. The mis-
sion was that all proceeds from
the showdown would go to the
Wounded Warrior Project and a
large crowd was on hand to wit-
ness the event.

Westfield presented one of its
best teams in memory, while the

Raiders arrived with a lot of new
faces to fill in the vacated slots
due to graduation, and the Blue
Devils prevailed, 63-6. But the
enthusiasm was still abundant.

Although it was the lowest scor-
ing bout of the evening, the show-
down between two tough and
talented opponents, Raider Ed
Smith and Blue Devil Brendan
Loder, at 220-lbs, was anything
but boring. Loder took several
shots but the powerful Smith
was able ward off his attacks.
After a scoreless first period,
Loder escaped and the two

battled on their feet for the re-
mainder of the period.

“I was shooting a lot but I was
a little too close to the out of
bounds, so most of my shots
went out of bounds,” Loder ex-
plained.

In the third period, Loder man-
aged to control the bout working
on a Gable maneuver but Smith
could not be budged. The result
was a 1-0 decision.

“I thought that my top [posi-
tion] was pretty good. I was able
to hold him down. I tried to get
some turns but it didn’t work out.
I was trying to get the wrist out,
put it on the back but he’s a
tough kid. He wasn’t budging
that much,” described Loder, who

added, “I got some stuff to im-
prove on. It’s only the second
match of this season, so I hope
to keep on improving.”

Another battle came in the bout
before Loder’s at 195-lbs. Blue
Devil Tim Miller recorded a head-
and-arm, spin around takedown
but Zach Zimmerman escaped.

Miller added an escape and a
head-and-arm walk-around
takedown to carry a 5-2 lead into
the third period where he added
a mid leg-pick takedown and
another walk-around takedown
to earn a 9-5 decision.

The Wounded Warrior Project
benefit match actually began in
the 126-lb class where Blue Devil
CJ Composto worked a clinic of
six takedowns and a nearfall be-
fore pinning Ben Root in 1:46
with a half nelson to cradle move.
Blue Devil Jeremy Silber followed
with single grapevine/head
smother to pin Josh Barros in
2:56 at 132-lbs then at 138-lbs,
Blue Devil Anthony Ciotta re-
corded a takedown, a pair of
reversals and a pullback nearfall
to defeat Bobby Root, 8-3.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader
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At 145-lbs, Blue Devil Theo
Dardia worked four takedowns
and a reversal and added a pen-
alty point to claim an 11-2, ma-
jority decision over Mateo Velez.
Blue Devil Jim Greco recorded
two reversals and a three-point
tilt before pinning Martin Rogoff
in 3:15 with a wrist/half nelson
walkover at 152-lbs.

Blue Devil Luke Scanlan also
put on a takedown clinic in his
14-5, majority decision over Tim
Roden at 160-lbs

“It was mainly doubles and high
crotches. Front head, go behind,
I hit two of those. I had a mindset
that I wanted to dominate. You
just keep taking him down over
and over again. I think it men-
tally defeats the opponent. This
match means so much for
Westfield. This is always a match
that we get hyped up for every
year. You just want to go out
there and want to be an animal,”
Scanlan described.

For the little amount of time he
was working the top position,
Scanlan did attempt to turn
Roden.

“I was trying to put a half in
over and over again but he get
winging down and my tight waist
wasn’t working. So I figured I
would just cut him and keep
shooting,” Scanlan explained.

Blue Devil Jordan Simpson used
his football experience to bull-
dog Tom Ryan with a series of

head-to-chest double leg tackles
at 170-lbs.

“I just go for his legs. It’s my
blast double. I practice it every
day,” Simpson revealed.

Ryan did try to catch him off
guard with a lateral throw but
Simpson quickly turned the tables
and pinned him in 4:16 to put
Westfield up 35-0.

“He was trying to throw me and
when I went down, I said I am not
having that, so I had to reverse
it. I feel great. Not tired! I feel
like I can keep going,” Simpson
expressed.

Raider Alex Oslislo finally
earned his team six points when
banged Devin DeRosa with a pair
of rapid-fire double leg takedowns
before pinning him with a lateral
drop in 50 seconds at 182-lbs.

“I have been working on my
double for a long time now. I
went out there, set it up and just
kept hitting it, letting him up,
hitting it again, getting a little

work in. I went for a double. He
defended it well the third time.
He stood up. He tried to throw
me and I pancaked him to his
back,” Oslislo described.

After Loder’s bout, Blue Devil
Jon Heard pinned CJ Estevez in
3:16 using an under half nelson
at 285-lbs. Blue Devil Luke Jacobs
pinned Ethan Costanzo in 1:17
with a wrist/half nelson at 106-
lbs. Quinn Gimblette worked a
series of takedowns and added
some top dominance to claim a
15-3 major decision over Raider
Andre Carinhas at 113-lbs then
Blue Devil Luke Hoerle pinned
Raion Magallanes from his fourth
takedown in 1:05 at 120-lbs.

“The team looks great. We
looked good against Elizabeth.
We knew that Scotch Plains was
going to be a little harder team.
Everyone did his job. Everyone
showed up and we got the win,”
Loder expressed.

“I am very excited for this sea-

son. I am going in with a different
mindset. I want to dominate ev-
ery single minute of every single
match,” Scanlan expressed.

“Very confident! Very confident!
I like how we look,” Simpson
added.

“They are a tough team. We all
wrestled tough. I am happy I
pulled out a win. You got to give
them credit. They are a good
team. They are going to go far
this year,” Oslislo predicted.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
126: — Composto p Root 1:46
132: — Silber p Barros 2:56
138: — Ciotta d Root 8-3
145: — Dardia md Velez 11-2
152: — Greco p Rogoff 3:51
160: — Scanlan md Roden 14-5
170: — Simpson p Ryan 4:16
182: — Oslislo (S) p DeRosa :50
195: — Miller d Zimmerman 9-5
220: — Loder d Smith 1-0
285: — Heard p Estevez 3:16
106: — Jacobs p Costanzo9 1:17
113: — Gimblette md Carinhad 15-3
120: — Hoerle p Magallanes 1:05

Westfield Blue Devil Matmen Top SPF Raiders in ‘Wounded Warrior’ Classic Match

more photos next page
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Cranford Cougars Hold Off Millburn Millers in Basketball Fourth Quarter, 63-52
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Blue Devil Boys, Girls Defeat Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders in Swim Showdown
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First Half  2018, Jan. Through May: Affordable Housing Court
Hearings Faced By Towns; Ice Rink Concerns Heard

JANUARY
         Cranford

Thomas Hannen, Jr. was se-
lected to serve as mayor for a
second consecutive year during
the township committee’s reor-
ganization meeting. Patrick Giblin
and newcomer Jean-Albert
Maisonneuve were sworn in as
commissioners and Patricia
Donahue was appointed as the
new township clerk, a position
left open after Tara Rowley re-
signed as clerk to become clerk
in Westfield.

Incumbent board of education
members Kurt Petschow, Jr., Lisa
Carbone and Kristen Mallon were
sworn in for new terms. Mr.
Petschow was named to con-
tinue to fill the role of president
while Ms. Carbone again was
appointed vice-president.

Peter Jacobs, the owner of Riv-
erside Inn, which some call The
Dive, made a plea on social me-
dia asking people to attend a
planning board meeting, sched-
uled for January 10, and speak
out against the township taking
eminent domain of his property.
Commissioner Patrick Giblin said
the intent of the study of North
Avenue was to clean up Swan
Cleaners and the MDTV Building
on North Avenue.

The owners of longstanding
businesses that operate on North
Avenue questioned why they
were never notified by the town-
ship that their properties could
be subject to eminent domain,
as stated in the preliminary in-
vestigation report for North Av-
enue East. Eminent domain was
later removed from a study to
determine if a parcel of land in
the downtown can be designated
an area in need of redevelop-
ment.

The township committee voted,

3 to 2, to request the planning
board to undertake conducting a
study of North Avenue East to
determine if it can be designated
a non-condemnation area in need
of redevelopment and/or reha-
bilitation.

Garwood
Councilwoman Jen

Blumenstock was approved as
2018 borough council president.
Moments after being sworn into
office, newly-elected Republican
Councilman Richard McCormack
nominated fellow Republican
Ileen Cuccaro for 2018 council
president. However, Ms. Cuccaro
did not receive the majority vote
over Ms. Blumenstock.

At the board of education’s
January 3 reorganization meet-
ing, both Susan Groning and
Christine Guerriero received four
votes to serve as board presi-

FEBRUARY
Cranford

Resident Jim Carvalho said he
had concerns with planning board
members not originally filing fi-
nancial disclosure forms. He

MARCH
Cranford

The board of education ap-
proved the proposed 2018-2019
school budget in the amount of
$67,476,691 for submission to
the executive county superin-
tendent of schools. Of that
amount, $57,690,552 will be
raised in taxes. The total tax
increase on the average Cranford
home will be $202.06.

Garwood
The board of education unani-

mously approved a preliminary
2018-2019 school budget with a
.5-percent tax increase imposed,
the lowest in 11 years. The tax
amount per $100,000 of assessed
property value is an $85 increase
per household from last year.

The planning board unani-
mously approved Princeton Food
Service LLC (Wendy’s) to open

an establishment at 257 North
Avenue, the former site of a
Burger King restaurant.

APRIL
Cranford

Cranford Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr., a Democrat, would
seek reelection to a third term on
the township committee. He
would face Republican Michael
Petrucci, who previously ran for
township committee in 2015, in
the June Primary. Petrucci later
dropped out of the race. Petrucci
later dropped out of the race.

The township committee
adopted a resolution to provide
taxpayer relief through the dedi-
cation of tax abatement revenues
to the township’s public schools
from the 225-unit development
on Birchwood Avenue.

Birchwood at Cranford is to
house 225 apartments with 34 of
them deemed affordable.

Mayor Hannen said the town-
ship anticipates additional
stormwater to flow into Orchard
Brook, further exacerbating the
flooding problems of the brook,
when a proposed 114-unit de-
velopment replaces a paperboard
plant on North Avenue in neigh-
boring Garwood.

The planning board denied a
subdivision application for the
112 Park Drive property owned
by SCODEE Properties, LLC, for
two fully conforming lots where
one vacant house currently sits.

Garwood
Mayor Charles Lombardo and

the borough council decided to
pursue a conversation with
Roselle Park on a Department of
Public Works (DPW) shared-ser-
vice agreement.

The borough council adopted
the 2018 municipal budget with
a 4-to-2 vote. The municipal bud-
get approved has a projected

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SAVE MARINO’S...As Michael Tears, co-owner of Marino's restaurant, stands
at the podium at a Cranford Planning Board meeting January 10 to discuss the
proposed condemnation area in need of redevelopment study for North Avenue
East, audience member Wayne Hayes stands to shout his support for Marino’s. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

January 10, 2018

questioned board members’
listed or not-listed real-estate
interests, and noted that Maser
Consulting, an engineering firm,
contributed to Commissioner
Mary O’Connor’s campaign.

Garwood
Stonefield Engineering and De-

sign professional engineer,
Charles D. Olivo, presented the
planning board with a final traffic
and parking report for the pro-
posed 298-unit South Avenue
redevelopment at the former
Casale/Petro site. A total of 482
parking spaces will be available
for 298 residential units.

Regional
Four of the seven Democratic

candidates for Congress repre-
senting the 7th District of New
Jersey talked about their plat-
form aimed at unseating five-
term incumbent Republican
Leonard Lance at a candidate
meet-and-greet event held in a
packed meeting room at the
Cranford Community Center.

dent. Board Attorney John
Geppert said the county execu-
tive superintendent of schools
would make a final selection.

The planning board continued
its discussions on the South Av-
enue I (Casale/Petro site) site
plan review. The plan calls for
construction of 298 units.

New Jersey American Water
(American Water) field opera-
tions manager Michael Bange
offered a proposed $3-million
water main revitalization pro-
gram for Garwood’s south side.
American Water would pay for
pipe restoration, absorbing the
total cost burden.



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-22  Thursday, December 27, 2018

goleader.com/ballyhoo

municipal tax levy of $5,998,318.
The estimated total tax levy for
the Garwood school budget is
$8,150,000 and the projected
county budget tax levy is
$3,600,000.

Garwood will see a Democratic
Primary Election race between
first-term Mayor Charles
Lombardo and Councilwoman
Sara Todisco. The winner will
face Republican Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro in November.

MAY
Cranford

The board of education adopted
a $67,467,691 school budget,
representing a 3.37-percent in-

crease over the 2017-2018 bud-
get. The total tax increase on the
average Cranford home will be
$202.06. Eighty-five percent of
the budget will go towards sala-
ries and benefits.

A parking variance and design
waiver was granted by the plan-
ning board to allow parking
spaces for additional trucks at
the Verizon office building, used
for its landline service, located
on the corner of Orange and
Birchwood Avenues.

The board of education (BOE)
reappointed 23 administrative/su-
pervisory personnel, 253 tenured-
teaching personnel, 93 non-ten-

ured teaching personnel, 36 build-
ing service personnel and 37 of-
fice and clerical personnel. Super-
intendent of Schools Scott Rubin,
Ed.D., reported to the board that
an update on the strategic plan-
ning process went out to the com-
munity.

Garwood
Board of Education Business

Administrator Eric Larson pre-
sented the 2018 school budget,
which contains a tax increase
that will be half of 1 percent, the
lowest in 11 years. The total
budget is $10,106,562 with
$8,209,455 to be raised in school
taxes, an increase of $40,843
from the previous year.

The Education Foundation of
Garwood held its 14th annual
appreciation dinner at The
Westwood, honoring Educator of
the Year Denise Cafiero. Barbara
Tweedle and Mary Ann Severage
were honored with the People
Making a Difference Award.

Tempers flared and voices were
raised at a borough council meet-
ing as parents of Lincoln School
students and dozens of residents
expressed concerns regarding the
possible impact on public health
from the ongoing demolition of
the abandoned Casale property.
Mayor Charles Lombardo said the
current climate of fear, misinfor-
mation and pandemonium must
stop, saying that asbestos abate-
ment and all demolition activities
are heavily regulated and moni-
tored by multiple state and local
agencies.

Regional
The Union County Freeholders

approved the Township of
Cranford as the 13th Union
County town to join the county’s
9-1-1 dispatch center as part of
a five-year contract. The free-
holders also approved an agree-
ment

SPECIAL RECOGNITION...Garwood Mayor Charles Lombardo, left, pre-
sents a special recognition award at a recent Garwood council meeting to Gene
Jannotti, chief executive officer of the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce, for his Chamber work in support of Garwood.

Garwood BOE Welcomes
New EFG President Kilmer

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Board of educa-
tion member Tracey Roland, at
the board’s December 18 meet-
ing, welcomed Candace Kilmer
as the new Education Foundation
of Garwood’s (EFG) president.
Ms. Kilmer will be succeeding
Councilwoman and Mayor-elect
Sara Todisco, who served as EFG
President for five years.

“I want to thank Sara” for her
years of service as EFG presi-
dent, stated Ms. Roland.

Ms. Roland said over $500 was
raised benefiting the EFG at The
Station Bar and Grill’s fundraiser
in early December, stated Ms.
Roland. A wine tasting event will
be held at Rosie’s Wine Bar ben-
efiting the EFG. An official date
for the event has not been de-
cided, but the wine tasting should
take place in the upcoming

months, stated Ms. Roland.
The EFG’s 15th annual “appre-

ciation dinner” will be held on
Thursday, April 25.

In other business, board mem-
bers Mary Ann Kjetsaa, Amanda
Langston and Ms. Roland were
acknowledged for their years of
service. As of January, Ms. Kjetsaa,
Ms. Langston and Ms. Roland will
not be serving on the board as
their terms have expired.

Superintendent Teresa Quigley,
Ed.D, announced that Lincoln
School Paraprofessional Phyllis
Czapla will retire “after almost
20 years of service.” Ms. Czapla’s
son, Brian, and daughter, Lauren,
are both Lincoln School alumni,
stated Ms. Quigley.

The superintendent stated that
it’s important to note both Czapla
children have become leaders in
their professional careers. Lauren

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

First Half 2018, January Through May Events:

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR...This home (pictured on
bottom) on John Street in Cranford won Most Outrageous in the township-wide
fourth-annual holiday decorating contest. The Super Spirit Award went to
John Street (top photo), a street located off of North Avenue where almost every
home on the block is lit up in full Christmas grandeur. The holiday decorating
contest is sponsored by the Cranford Recreation and Parks Department. Prizes
are also awarded to homes in the categories of Most Traditional and All-
Around Favorite.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Four New Cranford Officers Hired,
One School Resource Officer to Be Added

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Four new police
officers have been appointed to
the police department, it was
revealed at the December 18
township committee meeting.
Ryan Drew, Christopher Folinusz,
Michael Gamba and Courtney
Holder have been appointed as
probationary police officers ef-
fective Monday, December 31,
2018.

Mr. Drew is a 2014 graduate of
Cranford High School (CHS) and
holds a bachelor’s degree in crimi-
nal justice from Seton Hall Uni-
versity. He currently is enrolled
in the master’s degree program
at New Jersey City University.
Mr. Drew also has held intern-
ships with the United States Se-
cret Service and the New Jersey
State Police.

Mr. Folinusz is a 2013 CHS gradu-

ate and holds a bachelor’s degree
in criminal justice and Labor Stud-
ies from Rutgers University.

Mr. Gamba is a 2015 graduate of
CHS and is to receive his bachelor’s
degree in homeland security from
Monmouth University.

Ms. Holder is a 2012 graduate
of Raritan High School and holds
a bachelor’s degree in justice
studies from Montclair Univer-
sity. She recently was employed
by the Juvenile Justice Commis-
sion as a correctional officer.

The new hires will bring the
police department to 53 officers,
Chief Ryan Greco told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

The school district has dedi-
cated $75,000 for one additional
officer who will be assigned to
the schools, Chief Greco told The
Leader/Times. Four detectives
will be cross trained as school

resource officers. Hillside Avenue
School, Orange Avenue School
and Cranford High School will
have an increased presence of
school resource officers, he said.

The township committee en-
dorsed the affordable-housing
plan that the planning board
adopted earlier.

Jamie Cryan has been ap-
pointed as township administra-
tor to fill the vacant spot left after
township administrator Terence
Wall resigned. Mr. Cryan last
served as chief administrative
officer of the Town of West New
York, N.J., since 2016, according
to his LinkedIn profile. He has
been a commissioner on the
Hudson County Planning Board
for the last seven years, was a
chairman of the Hoboken Demo-
cratic Committee, and was ex-
ecutive director of the West New
York Parking Authority, accord-
ing to his profile. He also is the
cousin of Senator Joseph Cryan
(D-20th, Union).

An ordinance on first reading
was passed, 3 to 2, to amend the
code that would allow for a
mayor’s designee to be assigned
to the planning board, where the
ordinance had not allowed a des-
ignee before. Commissioner Mary
O’Connor and Mayor Thomas
Hannen, Jr. voted no.

The township has settled its
lawsuit with plaintiff Edan Ben
Elazar. Under the terms of the
settlement, the township is to
pay the plaintiff $225,000 and
the township’s insurance
Traveler’s Insurance is to pay the
plaintiff $75,000, Township At-
torney Ryan Cooper told The
Leader/Times. The committee
voted, 4 to 1, to pass the resolu-
tion accepting the settlement, with
Mayor Hannen voting against.

A resolution was passed, 4 to 1,
to enter into a contract with
Szeles Construction for construc-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONGRATS...Ryan Drew was sworn in by Township Clerk Patty Donahue, second from
left, as a probationary police officer in the Cranford Police Department at the December
18 township committee meeting. He is pictured standing with his family by his side as
Police Chief Ryan Greco, left, looks on.

Czapla is a math teacher following
her mother’s footsteps in education
and Brian Czapla is a pilot “landing
planes” on aircraft carriers.

The Washington School boiler
will be replaced in February,
stated Garwood school district
business administrator Debra
LeBrun. The building is leased to
the Westfield YMCA.

The Garwood Police Department
(GPD) is participating in “Double-
Down December” to raise money
for cancer research, board mem-
ber Al Del Conte stated. GPD
Local 117 has raised $4,000 for
cancer research with their No-
Shave November fundraising
campaign, stated Mr. Del Conte.

The board voted in a 5-to-4

decision to appoint Kathryn Bree
as long-term substitute science
teacher. Ms. Bree will be compen-
sated at the substitute teacher
rate for the first 20 days and on a
prorated scale for the remainder
of the 2018-2019 school year in
accordance with the teachers
union’s negotiated contract. Ms.
Bree will be replacing Karen
McCarrick who announced her
retirement earlier this year.

During her superintendent re-
port, Ms. Quigley said the
district’s holiday concert, which
was held December 13, is her
favorite night of the year. She
said, “for those who have not
attended,” the event is some-
thing worth seeing next year.

Garwood BOE Welcomes Kilmer

HOLY LIGHT...The Reverend Monsignor Ronald J. Marczewski, pastor of the
Church of Saint Anne in Garwood, leads the lighting of the nativity at the church
on December 15, surrounded by the faithful. This special event was part of the
parish’s celebration of the Advent season leading up to Christmas.

CRANFORD
Friday, December 14, David

Neyra, 35, of Newark, was ar-
rested and charged with Driving
While Intoxicated (DWI) follow-

ing a motor-stop on North Av-
enue East and Elizabeth Avenue
for failure to maintain their lane.
Neyra was processed and pro-
vided with a municipal court ap-
pearance date. In addition, he
was issued motor-vehicle sum-
monses for careless driving,
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tion services in the amount of
$39,600.

Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley said
the $39,600 is from an insurance
settlement relating to damages
that occurred due to Hurricane
Irene. The contractor is to
reconfigure, reconstruct and re-
store the first floor of the munici-
pal building, Ms. Dooley said.

Mayor Hannen voted against
the resolution, saying the funds
received from the insurance
settlement should go towards
paying off the emergency bond
used to make the restorations.

Amanda Stryker, a communi-
cations officer within the police
department, has resigned, ef-
fective December 6.

Harbor Consultants’ contract
has been amended to add an-
other $31,000 to the contract for

planning services provided to the
township.

Salary increases were approved
for the township clerk, the clerk’s
assistant, two executive secre-
taries and the health department
specialist.

During public comments, resi-
dent and retired police officer
Brian Lopez made comments per-
taining to the township
committee’s decision to allocate
funds to refurbish and move of-
fices in the municipal building.
He asked why Ms. Dooley had
brought up a comparison to po-
lice vehicles at a workshop meet-
ing. She said she made the
equivalence of a workplace. She
said the administrative employ-
ees need a better working space.

During the closing statements
by the commissioners, Mayor

Hannen announced that this
would be his last meeting serv-
ing as mayor. “It has been my
honor to serve as chair as the
township committee.” One of his
goals, he said, was to “make sure
before December 31 that we had
a plan in place to provide for an
affordable-housing plan to be
submitted to the court. We have
done that, and mission accom-
plished, as they say.”

“Merry Christmas to all and to
all a good night, especially to you,
mom,” Mayor Hannen closed.

Patrick Giblin is to serve as
Mayor  in 2019, and Ms. Dooley
will continue on as Deputy Mayor,
Mr. Giblin told The Leader/Times.

Four New Cranford Police Officers Hired,
One School Resource Officer to Be Added

EFG Held Successful
Educational Fundraiser

GARWOOD — On Thursday, No-
vember 29, the Education Foun-
dation of Garwood (EFG) held a
very successful “Tired of Turkey”
fundraiser. The event was well
attended and a total of $450 was
raised through a contribution of
15 percent of patrons’ checks at
The Station Bar and Grill, located
at 99 Center Street, Garwood.
Additionally, nearly $200 was
raised in direct contributions to
the organization from patrons
that night as well.

The owner of The Station Bar
and Grill, Brian Cruikshank, said,
“I’m always happy to support the
great local organizations we have
in town, like the EFG. It’s a win-
win for Garwood.” Flyers brought

by patrons supporting the EFG
were honored from 3 p.m. to
midnight. All of the proceeds will
be used for scholarships for
Garwood students and grants for
Lincoln School teachers.

In reflecting on the night, EFG
President Sara Todisco said, “I
want to say a big thank you to
Brian and The Station for their
support, which was our fourth
fundraiser with them over the
past few years.” She added, “The
EFG has continued to increase its
membership each year for sev-
eral years now and I appreciate
all the members who helped so
much to drive up the turnout.”

Please save the date for the
signature EFG event of the 15th
Annual Appreciation Dinner to be
held on Thursday, April 25, 2019,
at The Westwood, located at 438
North Avenue, Garwood. This
event honors an Educator of the
Year, as well as a Person Making
a Difference.

The EFG is a nonprofit, tax-
exempt 501(c)3 organization. It
was founded in 2004 to work
with the Garwood School District
“in pursuit of educational excel-
lence.” More information can be
found on Facebook at “Education
Foundation of Garwood.”

TIRED OF TURKEY…On Thursday, November 29, the Education Foundation
of Garwood (EFG) held a very successful “Tired of Turkey” fundraiser at The
Station Bar and Grill. Pictured, from left, are: EFG President Sara Todisco,
EFG Vice President Candace Kilmer, and The Station owner Brian Cruikshank,
who contributed 15 percent of patrons’ checks.

Auditions for Newsies
Announced by CDC

CRANFORD — CDC Theatre, lo-
cated at 78 Winans Avenue in
Cranford, has announced it will
hold auditions for the final
mainstage show in its 100th an-
niversary season, Disney’s
Newsies. This Disney film turned
Tony-winning Broadway hit in-
spires everyone to fight for what’s
right and seize the day. Set in
turn-of-the century New York
City, Newsies is the rousing tale
of Jack Kelly, a charismatic news-
boy and leader of a band of teen-
aged “newsies.” When titans of
publishing raise distribution
prices at the newsboys’ expense,
Jack rallies newsies from across
the city to strike against the un-
fair conditions and fight for what’s
right!

Based on the 1992 motion pic-

ture and inspired by a true story,
Newsies features a Tony Award-
winning score by Alan Menken
(Little Shop of Horrors, Sister
Act) and Jack Feldman and a
book by Tony Award winner
Harvey Fierstein (Kinky Boots).
Featuring the now classic songs
“Carrying the Banner,” “Seize the
Day,” and “Santa Fe,” Newsies is
packed with non-stop thrills and
a timeless message, perfect for
the whole family.

Auditions will be at the theatre
and are scheduled for Thursday,
January 3, 2019, at 7 p.m. and
Saturday, January 5, at noon.
Please prepare a 16-32 bar song
that shows off your voice; an
accompanist will be provided.
Details can be found  at
cdctheatre.org.

speeding, suspended driving, fail-
ure to maintain his lane and fail-
ure to keep right.

Saturday, December 15, An-
drew Dealmeida, 30, of Union
was arrested and charged with
DWI after police responded to a
call of a suspicious vehicle in the
area of North Avenue West.
Dealmeida processed and pro-
vided with a municipal court ap-
pearance date. In addition, he
was issued motor-vehicle sum-
monses for careless driving.


