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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

BIG WINS – LODER, SCANLAN, SIMPSON, MILLER, OSLISLO

Blue Devil Matmen Top SPF
In Wounded Warrior Classic

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mission accomplished! The out-
come of the match between the host-
ing Westfield High School wrestling
team and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders was not nearly as important
as the mission on December 21. The
mission was that all proceeds from
the showdown would go to the
Wounded Warrior Project and a large
crowd was on hand to witness the
event.

Westfield presented one of its best
teams in memory, while the Raiders
arrived with a lot of new faces to fill
in the vacated slots due to graduation,
and the Blue Devils prevailed, 63-6.
But the enthusiasm was still abun-
dant.

Although it was the lowest scoring
bout of the evening, the showdown
between two tough and talented op-
ponents, Raider Ed Smith and Blue

Devil Brendan Loder, at 220-lbs, was
anything but boring. Loder took sev-
eral shots but the powerful Smith was
able ward off his attacks. After a score-
less first period, Loder escaped and
the two battled on their feet for the
remainder of the period.

“I was shooting a lot but I was a
little too close to the out of bounds, so
most of my shots went out of bounds,”
Loder explained.

In the third period, Loder managed
to control the bout working on a Gable
maneuver but Smith could not be
budged. The result was a 1-0 deci-
sion.

“I thought that my top [position]
was pretty good. I was able to hold
him down. I tried to get some turns but
it didn’t work out. I was trying to get
the wrist out, put it on the back but
he’s a tough kid. He wasn’t budging
that much,” described Loder, who
added, “I got some stuff to improve

on. It’s only the second match of this
season, so I hope to keep on improv-
ing.”

Another battle came in the bout
before Loder’s at 195-lbs. Blue Devil
Tim Miller recorded a head-and-arm,
spin around takedown but Zach
Zimmerman escaped. Miller added
an escape and a head-and-arm walk-
around takedown to carry a 5-2 lead
into the third period where he added a
mid leg-pick takedown and another
walk-around takedown to earn a 9-5
decision.

The Wounded Warrior Project ben-
efit match actually began in the 126-
lb class where Blue Devil CJ
Composto worked a clinic of six
takedowns and a nearfall before pin-
ning Ben Root in 1:46 with a half
nelson to cradle move. Blue Devil
Jeremy Silber followed with single
grapevine/head smother to pin Josh

ABBY McKINNEY 2ND WHS ALL TIME IN 100-BUTTERLFY

Blue Devil Boys, Girls Defeat
Raiders in Swim Showdown
Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Super fine performances on each
squad propelled the Westfield High
School boys and girls swim teams
past rivals Scotch Plains-Fanwood at
the Westfield “Y” on December 21.
The Lady Blue Devils topped the
Raiders for the second straight year
(regular season meet), 101-69, while
the Blue Devil boys defeated the Raid-
ers, 94-76.

The Lady Blue Devils took first in
all three relays and won five of the
eight individual events. Blue Devil
Abby McKinney’s winning time of
58.25 in the 100-butterfly was second
on the all-time WHS list (See Devils
Den). McKinney also took top hon-
ors in the 200-Individual Medley (IM)
with a time of 2:11.6. Blue Devil

Natalie Lee took second in the 100-
fly at 1:00.95, followed by Raider
Caroline Warren at 1:00.98 and Blue
Devil Olivia Terry at 1:05.26. Raider
Lily Hughes was second in the 200IM
at 2:11.74, followed by Blue Devils
Jenna Daniel at 2:19.4 and Marcelina
Krowinska at 2:21.13.

Julie McGann also won two events,
the 200-free at 1:57.6 and the 500-
free in 5:23.3. Raider Warren touched
second in the 200-free at 1:58.18,
followed by Blue Devil Erin
McAndrew at 1:59.97 and Raider
Abby Ryan at 2:01.42. Blue Devil
Fiona Strout took second in the 500-
free at 5:28.13. Raiders Aislin Mooney
was third and Ellie Richard was fourth.

Blue Devil Kelley Thompson won
the 50-free in 25.14, followed by Raid-
ers Julia Bonhote at 25.49 and Chloe

Howell at 25.58, and Blue Devil
Vivian Jeckell at 25.93. Raider Howell
won the 100-free in 55.03, followed
by Erin McAndrew at 55.25. Raiders
Bonhote was third and Rachel Small
was fourth. Hughes won the 100-back-
stroke at 58.78, followed by Thomp-
son at 1:00.67 and Small at 1:03.24.
Lee finished fourth. Raiders Sofia
Leonetti at 1:11.13 and Ryan at
1:12.23 finished 1-2 in the 100-breast-
stroke, while Blue Devils Daniel, Ellie
Cestaro and Maddy Sullivan finished
3-4-5.

The Lady Blue Devils got a nice
10-4 team score jump by finishing 1-
3 in the 200-medley relay with Th-
ompson, Cestero, Abby McKinney
and Jeckell touching first at 1:51.86
and Lee, Krowinska, Daniel and Erin

GOFF 19 PTS, RUKA 14 PTS; DONOVAN 9 RBS, 4 ASSISTS

Cougar Boys Hold Off Millers
In Hoops 4th Quarter, 63-52

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Smooth sailing in the first half
turned into a nightmare from the start
of the third quarter until midway
through the fourth quarter of the
Cranford High School boys basket-
ball team’s game with the Millburn
Millers in Cranford on December 18.
The home team witnessed a 16-point
lead dwindle to just a two-point lead
during that span but a magical timeout
seemed to turn everything around and
the Cougars answered with an 11-2
run the rest of the way to earn a 63-52
victory.

Assists, strong defense and control

of the boards put the Cougars on a
direct route to success in the first half.
Senior Kevin Donovan dished out
four assists and pulled five of his nine
rebounds during that time. Cole
Blazek (2 steals) scored five of his
eight points in the 17-8 Cougar first
quarter, while Hunter Goff, who fin-
ished with a game-high 19 points, and
Arjun Petgrave (8 rebounds, 12
points) each netted four points, and
Pat Blowe (2 rebounds, block) and
Joe Carrea (4 points, 3 rebounds)
each had two points.

Senior Jeremy Ruka (14 points, 3
rebounds, assist, block) was set up
nicely to lead the 18-11 Cougar run in

the second quarter with eight points,
which included a pair of 3-pointers.
Ruka, who banged his third 3-pointer
in the third quarter, was appreciative
of the assists he received.

“It’s all my teammates. I am not
great at creating them myself. It’s
everyone else on my team. They just
keep getting me open shots and I tried
my best to knock them down,” Ruka
said.

“We had a tough loss to Caldwell
last time and we just wanted to bounce
back. I get more pleasure out of see-
ing my teammates score than myself.
Jeremy can attest to that. So I am

STRAVACH 11 PTS, 10 RBS; LISANTI, KREUSSER 9 PTS

Hopewell Valley Holds Off
Lady Blue Devil Cagers, 41-39

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Accuracy in shooting was not par-
ticularly top shelf but solid defense
did keep the Westfield High School
girls in the game right to the end in a
stinging, 41-39, loss to Hopewell
Valley Central in Westfield on De-
cember 20. The 1-2 Lady Blue Dev-
ils, down by seven points entering the
fourth quarter, made a valiant charge
but the Lady Bulldogs managed to hit
two key free throws in the waning
seconds to keep them at bay.

“I think our shots were definitely
off but I think our defense powered
through our offense. We managed to

keep it close because even if our shots
weren’t falling, we stopped them on
the defensive end and pushed it to
transition to get a lay-up,” Senior
Sam Stravach answered.

“Also we realized that our foul
shots are also huge components to
winning games. Defense and fouls
shots we’ve all been taught wins
games. It’s all about getting those
last shots in. I thought the reason
why it was so close was we missed a
couple of foul shots, missed a couple
of lay-ups but in the end, we know
we just have to keep working harder
because we know 100 percent that
we could have beaten this team to-

day,” Senior guard Lily Maz added.
Both teams did take 12 free throws

but the Valley girls sank 10 while the
Blue Devils sank only five. Meggie
Wiley, who led all scorers with 19
points, including three 3-pointers,
sank six of those free throws.

“They made their foul shots. We
definitely need to make our foul shots.
At the end of the day, it was a two-
point game. We make those foul shots,
we win the game,” Stravach said.

Although she was not particularly
pleased with her shooting, Stravach
led the team with 11 points. Maz, who
contributed two points, two rebounds,
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLE OF TITANS...Blue Devil Brendan Loder, left, tries to work a bearhug on Raider Ed Smith in their 220-lb bout
during the Wounded Warrior Project benefit match at Westfield High School on December 21.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DOUBLE WINNER...Blue Devil Abby McKinney works the breaststroke portion of the 200IM that she won during the meet
with the Raiders on December 21. McKinney also won the 100-butterfly in 58.25 (2nd all-time WHS).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING THE BALL AROUND...Blue Devil Sam Stravach, left, with Lily Maz, No. 10, on the right, tries to keep the ball
out of the reach of Hopewell Valley’s Meggie Wiley, No. 15, at Westfield High School on December 20.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SURROUNDED BY COUGARS...Millburn Miller Ben Lipkin, No. 25, is hemmed in by Cougars Kevin Donovan, No. 24,
Devin Houghy, center, Jeremy Ruka, No. 34, and Joe Carrea, No. 42, in Cranford on December 18.
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