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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

WF CAPTAINS – McCUTCHEON, BRENNAN, MELAO, HAN

Blue Devils Set Ambitious
Goals in Boys Cross-Country

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL X-C FRONT RUNNERS...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Will McGlynn, Cooper Brennan, Daniel Han,
James McCutcheon, Ronnie Melao and Will Loggia; back row, Kurt Hu, Thomas Chen, Jon Givelber, Roberto Panora,
Aidan Kilbourn, Kevin Yucetepe, Jack Maranz, Justin Cheripka, Alex Maurillo, Zach Spergel and Zach Jacobson.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lofty goals were set and achieved
last year by the Westfield High School
boys cross-country team but this year’s
Blue Devils may have set even loftier
goals and have already got off to a
good start in preseason.

“The guys have set some very high
goals for the season, ambitious goals,
which is what we always want. Now
it’s just a matter of staying focused all
season long, staying healthy, keeping
illness and injury at bay and a little bit
of luck too,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Chris Tafelski said.

Last year the Blue Devil boys eas-
ily won the conference title then cap-
tured their third straight Union County
crown, outpacing second-placed
Union Catholic 30-88. Next was the
North Section 2 Championship held
at Greystone Park and it was a doozy
with the Blue Devils edging the North
Hunterdon Lions, 48-49.

“It has been a pretty dramatic sec-
tional meet. We won it by one point
over North Hunterdon. We finished
third at Group 4 and ninth at the state

Meet of Champions,” Coach Tafelski
added.

Although the Blue Devils have
graduated four (Matt Meusel, Spen-
cer Weigand, Ethan Belka, Stuart
Pollock) of their top-seven runners,
the returning squad has stepped in to
fill the void. Seniors James
McCutcheon, Cooper Brennan,
Ronnie Melao and Daniel Han have
been named team captains.

“We graduated four guys out of our
top-7, so James McCutcheon is our
top returning senior. He was our ‘3’
man last year then [juniors] Jon
Givelber and Zach Spergel coming
back from our top-7. In addition to
that last year we were coming off
definitely the best JV team we ever
had. We had Will McGlynn, Cooper
Brennan, Ronnie Melao, Aidan
Kilbourn, Kevin Yucetepe, Will Log-
gia coming out of that group. We have
an exceptional team coming in,”
Coach Tafelski expressed.

And as of August 24, the Blue Dev-
ils have the stats to prove it.

“We just ran our annual two-mile
time trial and our top-5 finishers aver-

aged 10:02, which is a new record for
our top-5 average. That’s an excep-
tional performance for where we are
on August 24,” said Coach Tafelski,
who was quick to point out, “Today
you take it for what it is. It’s not a real
pace because it’s all our guys, so it
doesn’t quite have the uncertainty that
a real race does when you are running
against kids you don’t know or don’t
see. [Junior] Will Loggia was our top
finisher today. Will McGlynn [sopho-
more] was second. James
McCutcheon was third, [Juniors]
Kevin Yucetepe fourth and Zach
Spergel fifth.

But it was not just the top-5 Blue
Devils, who turned in impressive
times.

“All the way down we had a lot of
very strong performances. A lot of our
younger guys are really elevating.
They have done a good summer of
work, so we are ready to see what the
season brings,” Coach Tafelski said.

The Blue Devil boys will compete
in the Cherokee Invitational at Chero-
kee High School on Saturday, Sep-
tember 8, at 10 a.m.

CAPTAINS – ALEX & MIKE FERRARA, MURPHY, VALIAN

Raider Boys’ New Formation
May Bolster ‘O’, Solidify ‘D’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Murphy’s Law seemed to play a
major role, at least, for the first seven
games of the season for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
soccer team that had to reorganize
itself to salvage an 11-11 record last
year. This season, however, with the
return of 23 boys with experience, a
formation adjustment and a very suc-
cessful off-season, along with a suc-
cessful 10 days in Costa Rica, the
Raider boys may come in with a bol-
stered offensive punch along with a
more solid defense.

Last year the Raiders just could not
buy a goal for the first seven games of
the season, except for a 1-0 victory
over Plainfield. Despite their medio-
cre record it is highly unlikely that
opposing teams will take the Raiders
lightly this season.

“I don’t think teams will come in
overconfident because of results of
last year. It was a year like I never
really witnessed in all my years. Out
of 11 of those games, seven of them
were 1-0, another was 2-1. It wasn’t
happening for us goal wise,” said
Raider Head Coach Tom Breznitsky
whose career record stands at 729-
176-58 (.805 percent).

The Raiders not only return 23 boys
but also have a healthy squad of se-
niors.

“We have 14 seniors out of the 23
and approximately seven, eight of
those kids were starters. A big differ-
ence is the number of seniors, the kids
who have gotten bigger, stronger and
put weight on,” Coach Breznitsky said.

Senior Alex (2nd Team All-Union
County — UC) and Michael Ferrara
(2nd Team All-State Central Jersey,
1st Team All-UC) and Rock Valian

(2nd Team All-UC), and junior Owen
Murphy have been named team cap-
tains. The five-man midfield lineup
should be both Ferrara’s in the middle,
Murphy as holding middie and se-
niors Adam Weiner and Jack Hosemer
on the wings. Others who could be
shifted in and out are seniors Jon
Koseoglu, Geraldo Salgado and Kevin
Sheil, and juniors Chris Vinci, Alvaro
Furfaro and Mile Longo.

“Alex and Michael Ferrara are the
finest skill players. Ever since they
were freshmen they grew a couple of
inches, they put 20 pounds on and
they are just exceptional on the ball.
Owen Murphy is our defensive
midfielder. Our wingbacks are Adam
Weiner and Jack Hosemer. They re-
ally give us a much more potent attack
than we’ve had the past couple of
years,” Coach Breznitsky said.

MURRAY, SWANDRAK, BUTLER GET COMPANY UP FRONT

Lady Soccer Cougars to Have
Formidable Weapons Up Front

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Putting the ball in the net may be
more plentiful for this year’s Cranford
High School girls soccer team that
featured three outstanding underclass-

men attackers last season. With the
addition of two academy attackers to
go with a tight midfield and the return
of four experienced defensive backs,
the Cougars look determined to keep
the ball in opponents’ territory, which
could translate to abundant scoring.

Maggie Murray and Brooke
Swandrak, now juniors, and senior

Kenzie Butler are the returning at-
tackers, who have scored the majority
of the Cougars’ goals last year. Even
though she was injured midway
through the season, Murray connected
for four goals and three assists, while

Swandrak tallied three goals. Butler
banged in five goals.

“And that’s what really gets me
excited about this season. Not only do
we have those girls back but Murray’s
back and healthy, Butler’s back,
Swandrack is back but now we have
those two academy girls back for their
senior year for the school. Adding to

that system is only going to make us
better,” Heasd Coach Andrew
Gagliardo said.

The trio will now be joined by
seniors Lauren Williamson and Sophia
Ambrosia.

“We are excited to start the season.
We have two big girls coming back.
Lauren Williamson coming back from
playing academy last year and Sophia
Ambrosio coming back from playing
academy last year. Both bonafide at-
tackers, both bonafide scorers. We are
adding those two to the foundation of
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR SENIOR STRENGTH...The Lady Soccer Cougars are loaded with senior strength this season. Pictured, left to
right, are: bottom row; Kenzie Butler, Grace DiGiovanni, Abbigail Chang and Tina Kourtbaoui; top row, Jackie Smith,
Jenna Besnecker, Kacey Pringle, Sofia Ambrosio and Lauren Williamson.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER TEAM CAPTAINS...Pictured, left to right, are team captains Alex Ferrara, Michael Ferrara, Owen Murphy and
Rock Valian, who intend to lead the Raider boys soccer team to a very successful season.

COHEN 2-RUN HOMER, KASPER 4-FOR-4; PENNISE 5 RBI

Contact Stuns Riverside, 15-14
In UC Sr. 50+ B Div. Game 1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Imminent defeat was only one swing
away for second-seeded Contact Lens
& Vision in Game 1 of the best of
three Union County Senior 50+ B
Division semifinal playoffs against
the third-seeded Riverside Inn at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on
August 23. Trailing, 14-8, in the bot-
tom of the seventh inning, late arriver
Ed Quinn hopped a two-out single
over third base to ignite an unbeliev-

able seven-run rally as the Contact
“Purple Gang” stunned the Riverside
Tapsters, 15-14.

Contact connected for 27 total hits,
which included a two-run home run
from Scott Cohen, who also had a
third RBI and an intentional walk.
Matt Kasper, who went 4-for-4 with a
run scored, had the only other extra
base hit for the Visionaries with a
two-run triple. Leadoff hitter Brian
Dayton ripped three singles and scored
all three times as did Kerry Gelb, who

also had an RBI. Dan Righetti had
three hits, an RBI and scored twice.
But it was “Super” Dave Rothenberg
(3-for-4, 2 RBI), who earned his title,
with the triumphant winning RBI
single.

Riversider Ross Pennise was the
most productive, however, with a pair
of two-run singles and an RBI single
for five RBI, while scoring twice.
Tom Walensky contributed well to
the Innkeeper’s 21-hit attack with a
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMPLETING THE DOUBLE PLAY...Riverside Inn first baseman John Llano gets the throw from shortstop John
McClung to complete a double play on Contact’s Brian Dayton at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on August 23.

21st ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPTEMBER 6

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports


