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‘J. LO’-BRACE 2 RUN 3B; B. LOBRACE 2-FOR-2, BB, RBI

St. Frans Avoid Upset; Rally
To Overtake St. Sebastian, 11-8

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Upset was on the horizon but being
that the second seed for the upcoming
St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League playoffs was on the line, St.
Francis answered a sixth-inning surge
by St. Sebastian with a better one of
its own to emerge with an 11-8 victory
in the final regular season game at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
August 17. After St. Sebastian scored
four runs in the top of the sixth inning
to grab a 7-5 lead, St. Francis re-
sponded with six runs in the bottom of
the inning then allowed just one run in
the seventh to secure the second seed.

St. George took the top seed with a
14-6 record although they had their
six-game winning streak snapped by
lowly St. Vincent, 13-11. St. Francis
won its final two games to finish 13-
6-1 just ahead of the 13-7-1 third-
seeded St. Mikes who lost their last
two games. St. Anthony received the
fourth seed and St. Wolfgang received
the fifth seed, while St. Sebastian
took the sixth seed.

St. Francis totaled 16 hits and Joe
LoBrace led the Frans with a two-run
triple and a single, while scoring twice.
Brother Ben LoBrace went 2-for-2
with an RBI and a run scored and
received the team’s only walk. Ray
Lo rapped an RBI double, singled
and scored once. Mike D’Amato
singled twice, scored once and added
an RBI. Tom Litterio singled twice
and scored twice. Lou Messano
singled twice and scored once.

St. Sebastian totaled 13 hits and
were led by veteran Harry Semple,
who went 3-for-4 with a double, two
RBI and two runs scored. Varo
Baboomian did some booming also
with an RBI double, and RBI single
and a walk, while scoring twice. Wells
Pikaart poked a double and an RBI
single, while scoring once.

With one out in the top of the first,
Baboomian reached first safely on an
error and sprinted to third on Bryan
Munoz’s looping single into shallow
right. Semple’s grounder to first
baseman Kevin Coupe, who fired to
second for the force out, nearly re-
sulted in an inning-ending double play
but Semple just beat the throw back to
first as Baboomian scored.

St. Francis took a 3-1 lead in the
bottom of the inning. Messano
hobbled a single over third, Mike

Kozlowski reached first on a throw-
ing error and Joe LoBrace laced his
two-run triple to deep leftfield. Frank
Samuelian followed with an RBI sac-
rifice fly that was caught on the run by
leftfielder Baboomian.

Two more Frans scored in the sec-
ond. Lettierio lined a leadoff single to
center, D’Amato arched a single over
short, Colum Keough ricocheted an
infield single and Roger Billotto
bashed a two-run single to center.
Messano plopped a single into right,
Keough rounded third and attempted
to score but he was gunned down at
the plate by right fielder Jim Richey.

Sebastian added two runs in the
third, narrowing the margin to 5-3.
Pikaart reached safely on a throwing
error and scored on Baboomian’s hard
single to left. Semple added an RBI
single to shallow right. Further runs
were prevented when Letterio, the
catcher, alertly scooped Richey’s drib-
bler in front of the plate and fired to
first in time to get the third out.

Neither team managed to score until
the top of the sixth. In the meantime,
Baboomian added another running
snag in the Francis third. Munoz on
the mound, ran down a difficult popup
in the Francis fourth. In the Sebastian
fifth, Leso in right field, robbed Stan
Lesniewski of a hit with a knee-slid-
ing grab then in the Francis fifth, after
Pikaart at short, absorbed Billotto’s
liner, Richey made a sliding, rolling
catch in right to rob Leso.

The bats came to life in the sixth
and St. Sebastian went on a four-run

roll to take a 7-5 lead. Semple slapped
a single to center and Richey chopped
a single past third. After Mike
DeFabrizio popped out to right, Nate
Mangiris grounded out to third as
Semple scored. Pat MacDonnell rico-
cheted an infield single off the
pitcher’s glove and Lesniewski did
the same. Larry Szenyi looped an RBI
single over short, scoring Mangiris.
Pikaart also played the ricochet game
with an RBI single off the third
baseman’s glove and Baboomian
brought in Lesniewski with a lined
single to right.

Will it be the second seed or the
third seed for the Frans? After
Messano grounded out back to the
mound, Kozlowski bounced a single
into right field and Joe LoBrace
singled to left. Samuelian’s liner back
to the mound resulted in the second
out and it appeared St. Francis may
have to settle for the third seed.

But Ben LoBrace tapped a fading
RBI single over first and Coupe knot-
ted the score with an RBI single to
center. Litterio slid a single into
leftfield just under Baboomian’s
glove. A bad out-of-bounds throw
from the outfield allowed Coupe and
Ben LoBrace to score then Lo slashed
an RBI double to right. D’Amato made
the score 11-7 when he punched an
RBI single to center.

St. Sebastian’s final run came in the
seventh when Semple doubled to left
and later scored on a throwing error.
St. Sebastian 102 004 1 8
St. Francis 320 006 x 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE PUTOUT AT FIRST...St. Francis first baseman Kevin Coupe gets the throw for the putout on St. Sebastian
veteran Larry Szenyi in the third inning at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on August 17. St. Francis won 11-8.

The beautiful plaques are displayed
prominently in the bar at Echo Lake
Country Club, listing all the winners
of the Men’s Golf Championship,
starting in 1921 with H.C. Kayser.
The names on the little frames include
some of the power brokers of their
day, and some outstanding golfers
too.

(As a caddy, I had the good fortune
in the 1960s to loop on occasion for
guys like Ed Down, Frank Ketcham,
John McAuliffe and Ralph Bennett,
among others. Loopers like Hogan,
Jimmy Bonzo, Don the Fireman and
others would almost beg caddie mas-
ter Jock Heatlyto carry their bags!)

The 2018 Echo Lake champion-
ship match was held on Sunday, July
22, and the next name to go on the
plaque will be Brennan Haley – a 4
and 3 winner over Alex Felitto.

Haley was a decent golfer in high
school, earning varsity letters his first
three years. Those were very good
teams too, going 54-4 in dual meets,
winning three county titles, two con-
ference titles, and finishing third, fifth
and fifth at sectionals.

But swimming was Haley’s main
sport back then, and he was really
good at it. While the teams were go-
ing 52-11, winning three county and
two state titles, Haley was coach Jeff
Knight’s trump card, swimming four
times every big meet in a strategic
combination of two relays plus some
combination of the 200 free, the 500
free, the 100 butterfly or the 100
backstroke. He still ranks No. 5 all-
time at WHS in the 500 free and No.
6 in the 100 backstroke. He co-
captained his senior team to the state
championship, and earned a swim-
ming scholarship to the College of
William and Mary.

But when his senior swim season
finished – after YMCA Nationals a
month after the high school season
ended – Haley needed a break and did
not return to the golf team.

“My decision not to play senior
year was due to a couple of factors,”
he said. “Y Nationals always cut into
the high school golf season, and by
the time I could get into any kind of
form it was way late in the season. So
it was a combination of that and sim-
ply wanting to relax and enjoy my last
few months of high school that I de-
cided to skip my last golf season.”

That was 2012. Six years later Haley
finds his name joining all the above-
mentioned players, along with his fa-
ther Drew, who won the club champi-
onship in 2008 and 2009, on the plaque
in the bar.

OK, he has good genes – his uncle
Chris Aslanian (’85) and cousins Chris
(’14), Pat (’15) and rising WHS se-
nior Griffin Aslanian were all lacrosse
stars. And Haley was co-Devil of the
Year with James O’Rourke in 2012.
But what happened to make him, at

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Haley Adjusting Well
To Life Out of Water

Brennan Haley, the 2018 Echo Lake Country Club men’s champion, poses with his
trophy, flanked by his WHS lacrosse-playing cousins Griffin and Chris Aslanian.

age 23,the club champion at ELCC?
“I only started to take golf seriously

after I stopped swimming in late
2015,” he said. “I’d played since I
was 7, but never really committed to
getting better at the game until the
summer of 2016. I had never really
played any tournament golf, so there
was a steep learning curve to over-
come there. It takes a lot of reps to get
comfortable in a competitive envi-
ronment in any sport. And golf is
certainly no exception.”

To reach this year’s final, his semi-
final opponent was recent WHS gradu-
ate Sean Taylor, who had beaten Haley
in the 2017 club final. But Haley
avenged that tough loss. “He beat me
last year on the third extra hole,”
Haley said. “So it was nice to even the
score.”

Felitto, who lives in Mountainside

and attends Oratory Prep, is the
younger brother of 2016 champion
John Melitto, now playing in college
at Notre Dame.

The 6-foot-2, 185-pound lefty-
swinging Haley clinched the 36-hole
match-play final on the 33rd hole,
No. 15. “It’s my home hole,” Haley
said. “We moved into a house near the
corner of the 14th green and the 15th
tee last September.”

But the key hole was during the
morning round, the 180-yard,par-3
No. 17. “I hit my tee shot pin high,
about six feet from the hole and made
the birdie putt to go 2 up,” Haley said.
“I wasn’t hitting my irons that well,
but I felt like I found something when
I was getting ready to hit that tee shot.
It gave me a lot of confidence and
carried me through the rest of the
match. We were all square through
15, but I finished the morning 3 up.”

Haley, who is a scratch (0 handi-
cap) player, has been playing top golf
lately. He shot an even-par 71 at Echo
Lake in early July during the U.S.
Amateur qualifying. And the day af-
ter the club championship he fired his
best round ever, a two-under-par 70
that was good for second in the Met-
ropolitan Open qualifier at Fiddler’s
Elbow in Bedminster. (The Met Open
is being contested this week at
Wykagyl C.C. in New Rochelle, N.Y.)

But there is no chance that Haley’s
recent successes will see him joining
the pro tour.

“Unfortunately, I think the ship has
sailed as far as professional golf goes,”
he said. “I’ll have to settle for state,
regional and USGA amateur and open
tournaments. The MGA has a pretty
good circuit, so that will be some-
thing I’ll do every summer.”

* * *
The Haleys are believed to be the

third father-son combination to both
win ELCC men’s championships,
joining Ed Down Sr. and Jr., and Ron
and Ronnie Kashlak. “That’s pretty
cool,” Haley said.… Ed Down Sr.,
who played in the 1936 U.S. Amateur,
is the winningest golfer in ELCC his-
tory; he won 12 men’s titles between
1935 and 1968. His son Ed Jr. won
four times in the ’70s. David Pierce
was an eight-time champion. … Ed
Down Jr. (’67) lives in Charlotte, N.C.,
where he is a member of the Raintree
Country Club, along with WHS gradu-
ate Ted Danser (’91), the 1995 men’s
champion at Echo Lake. “Animal Ed”
said Danser played in the 1990 U.S.
Junior Amateur at Lake Merced, Ca-
lif. He added that Ted and his son
Taylor, 16, recently won the Carolina
Golf Association’s Father-Son B Di-
vision title with a one-under-par 71 at
Whispering Pines.

WAHOF COUNTDOWN
Check out Varsity Vantage on

Facebook for week-by-week profiles
of the Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame’s
Class of 2018, starting Monday Sept.
10. There will be two profiles with
photos each week for 10 consecutive
Mondays through Nov. 12.

The induction dinner is Nov. 19 at
Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch
Plains. Tickets for the event, which
will celebrate the WAHOF’s 25th year
of existence, are $75 and will be go-
ing on sale Sept. 14 through director
of athletics Sandy Mamary at WHS.

Dennis Powers (Class of 1960) and
Bill Kenny (’69), the school’s first
state champion wrestler and the only
sophomore state champion wrestler
will be the first two profiles.

IN PASSING
Al Bobal, the principal at WHS

from 1970-81, passed away on Aug. 4
at age 93. He was principal during a
truly golden age of Blue Devil athlet-
ics, including the inclusion of girls’
sports for the first time under the
auspices of the NJSIAA.

Jim ‘The Anvil’ Neidhardt, a World
Wrestling Federation tag team cham-
pion with his brother-in-law Bret ‘The
Hitman’ Hart in the 1980s and ’90s,
passed away on Aug. 13 at age 63.

Singer Aretha ‘Sister Ree’ Franklin
passed away on Aug. 15 at age 76.
‘The Queen of Soul’ is probably
known best for her interpretation of
the late Otis Redding’s “Respect.” R-
E-S-P-E-C-T … sock it to me, sock it
to me, sock it to me.

ON THIS DATE
1964: Marty Howarth pitched a

five-hitter as the Westfield Merchants
beat the Elizabeth A’s 10-2 to take
over first place in the Union County
League. Charlie Krippendorf and Bill
Dunkel slugged home runs.

1970: Bent Larsen, the U.S. Open
chess champion, defeated 53 oppo-
nents simultaneously at the Westfield
YMCA.

AROUND THIS DATE
Aug. 21, 1965: The Westfield Mer-

chants beat Plainfield Dreier’s 5-1
behind Greg Chlan’s two-hitter and
four hits each by Eddie Thorne and
Kenny Stith.

Aug. 21, 1965: Frank Tokash fanned
15 batters as Westfield beat Chatham
7-0 to win the Inter-County League
title. Westfield was coached by Norm
Abbott, George Hess, Bob Brewster
Sr. and Fred Schaible.

Aug. 22, 1965: Chip Hall defeated
Bill Backus 6 and 5 to win the Echo
Lake junior golf championship.

Aug. 25, 1963: Rodger Twitchell
and Mary Gulbenkien won the
Westfield Tennis Club’s mixed
doubles title with a 6-4, 6-4 victory
over Bob Stuhler Jr. and Pat Stuhler.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

Are You Ready
for Some Football?

Westfield School Boosters Association

For the benefit of Westfield High School athletics and scholarships.

Contact Bill Baton at 908-451-2044
batonesq@gmail.com

or reserve your space today at
www.westfieldboosters.com

Place your ad NOW for the
Westfield High School Football Program

Place your personal or business ad in the Fall Football Program
published for the full season at every home game.

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Harry's Painting &

Handy Man Services
Specializing in all types of

residential & commercial painting
interior and exterior

all types of roof repairs • driveway seal-coating
rotten wood repair specialist • sheet rock and ceiling repairs

gutter services • power washing
deck and fence restorations • concrete and cement work

Woodpecker Damage Repairs

Call 732-734-9767
for a free estimate

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
September 6, 2018 at 7:30 p.m., at the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the appli-
cation of Jay Dalal and Mayu Dalal, 1929
Evelyn Street, Block 8702, Lot 1.0102, R-
3 Zone who proposes to construct a deck
at the rear of the house at the aforemen-
tioned single family dwelling, contrary to
the following Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4A, Paragraph G, R-3
Zone, Schedule of Lot, Yard and Build-
ing Regulations:

Column 10 Rear Yard Set-Back. Mini-
mum Required: 30 feet. Proposed: 14 feet
+/- by plan.

Column 11 Building Coverage (%). Maxi-
mum Allowed: 30 %. Proposed: 35% by
plan.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
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