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DWC Reports on Summer
Events, Fall Schedule

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During its board
of directors meeting held Monday
evening, the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) reported on the
success of its summer events and pro-
moted scheduled fall activities.

DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin provided statistics on the 15th
annual Downtown Westfield 5K and
Pizza Extravaganza that was held on
July 27.

More than 2,200 runners partici-
pated in the event, representing 243
municipalities across New Jersey.
Sixty-two percent of the participants
hail from Union County while 37
percent are residents of Westfield.
Ten states other than New Jersey were
represented in the 5K: California,
Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Mis-
souri, New Mexico, New York, Penn-
sylvania, Texas and Virginia.

Ms. Cronin also reported on the
success of the Sweet Sounds Down-
town Jazz Festival, which was held
on Tuesday evenings throughout the
summer. “Sweet Sounds Downtown
Jazz Festival had a great summer,
with nine nights and 45 bands in the
lineup. Due to the successful pilot of
five bands last year, we expanded it
this year to five bands each night,
including performances at the new
Foundation Park at the South Avenue
circle,” she stated.

Ms. Cronin explained why the event
is popular with residents and busi-
ness owners, saying, “The restaurants
particularly love the Sweet Sounds
Downtown Jazz Festival as they re-
port it is like a Friday or Saturday
night of business on a Tuesday, or a
Wednesday rain date.”

The board next discussed upcom-
ing fall events to be held in Westfield’s

downtown. On Saturday, October 7,
the Westfield Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association (PBA) Local 90 will
host a fundraiser called “Cops and
Rodders” (hot rods). The event will
feature cars, motorcycles and jeeps
and will be held at the South Avenue
train station parking lot from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., with a rain delay date of
Saturday, October 21.

In addition to the hot rods show-
case, local businesses will host booths
offering their wares. More than 40
local businesses are sponsoring the
event.

Ms. Cronin also promoted “Small
Plates for a Great Cause,” scheduled
for Thursday, October 26, from 6:30
to 9 p.m. The event will be held at
Lord & Taylor’s Westfield store on
the second floor.

“Small Plates for a Great Cause is
a Rotary Club of Westfield event,”
stated Ms. Cronin. “The event sup-
ports community grants, our hunger
project as well as scholarships. Last
year, we raised over $11,000 by sell-
ing tickets. Special discounts will also
be offered as well as door prizes.
Over 20 restaurants will participate
and this will be our third annual event
taking place this year,” she said.

Lastly, Ms. Cronin highlighted the
Optimist Club of Westfield’s annual
Halloween Parade, Trick-or-Treat,
and Costume Contest. Ms. Cronin
stated that the event is “so popular
that we don’t even advertise it. It’s
been a tradition downtown for many
years.”

On October 26, children can “trick
or treat” from noon to 2 p.m. in the
downtown area. The costume contest
will follow at 2 p.m.

According to Ms. Cronin, the event
is “sponsored by the Downtown

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
COMMUNITY SPIRIT...The unseasonably warm weather drew large crowds to downtown Westfield on Sunday for the
annual FestiFall street fair.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
GREAT SERVICE...The Westfield Service League was given a proclamation
noting its 85th anniversary and since 1941 has made donation of over $2 million
to over 40 organizations. President Kim Taylor holds the proclamation with
Mayor Andy Skibitsky, along with other League members, Sheila Gagliano,
Public Relations and Social Media Chair Karen Salemme, Treasurer Arlene
Bertrand, Marilyn Bunting, and Judi Duckek. Cathy Tomlinson was not present.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
PLAYING PERMITTED?...Kevin Monroe, right, complained of being “ha-
rassed” by a Westfield policeman during the 26th Annual Unity Game at a town
park. Mr. Monroe said that for the last three years the same police officer has come
to the event asking to see a permit. Mr. Monroe said three years ago he was fined.
Town Administrator Jim Gildea is pictured responding to Mr. Monroe.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
BUDDING ARTISTS...The Keane Family enjoys Chalk the Walks, a Pop Up
Chalk Day Saturday at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield. Kids were invited to
create fun chalk art on the sidewalks of the park. The event was sponsored by
Friends of Mindowaskin Park.
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Garwood Mall Overlay
Zone Introduced by Council

Council, Developer Differ on
Judge’s Affordable Housing Ruling

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — There was confu-
sion along with contradictory state-
ments on Tuesday evening over
whether a judge last week had sided
with the township or denied its re-
quest to reopen its affordable-hous-
ing obligation.

At the start of the township
committee’s meeting this week, Town-
ship Attorney Ryan Cooper read a
statement that said Judge Camille
Kenny had granted the township’s
motion in Cranford Development

Associates versus Township of Cran-
ford litigation that reaffirms that Cran-
ford would be immune from the Mount
Laurel-related lawsuits through the
end of 2018 and would be able to
adjust its affordable-housing obliga-
tions.

“The township is very pleased with
the outcome,” Mr. Cooper said, as the
40 or so residents in attendance ap-
plauded.

Shortly after, however, James
Rhatican, an attorney for Hartz Moun-
tain Industries, which is seeking to
develop 750 Walnut Avenue into a
905-unit apartment complex, rose to
tell the committee that he had read the
judge’s ruling as having denied the
township’s motion. “We have an ob-
vious difference of opinion” about
what the judge decided, he said.

When Mayor Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr. said that all sides have attorneys to
review “the fine points” of a legal
decision, Mr. Rhatican responded by
saying that he did not know “what the
fine points are.”

The judge’s decision is available at
www.timesnj.com.

The bulk of the committee’s meet-
ing was devoted to a number of town-
ship residents speaking in opposition
to the proposed development, with

many citing the potential negative
impacts on traffic, schools and emer-
gency responders. One resident said
she is not opposed to development,
“but I am opposed to such rapid
growth” like the one being proposed
for Walnut Avenue. Another called
the size of the Walnut Avenue project
“just astronomical for a town this
size.” Still another resident said that
“Cranford does not need to be urban-
ized.”

Several residents, having just come
from annual back-to-school nights,
raised concerns about overcrowding
in all of Cranford’s schools, with one
saying that, already, “our schools are
packed.” Another mother of school-
age children said Cranford does not
have room for what could potentially
be several dozen additional students
as a result of the 905-unit develop-
ment being proposed.

After all the comments were aired,
Deputy Mayor Patrick Giblin cau-
tioned that the project’s development
“is not inevitable,” saying that Hartz
Mountain still has “much to demon-
strate” to township officials before
any development goes forward. Com-
missioner Ann Dooley said that, in
the interest of complete transparency,

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At Tuesday night’s
meeting, the borough council intro-
duced an ordinance designating the
Garwood Mall an overlay zone for
possible affordable-housing develop-
ment. The overlay zone addresses a
legal compliance with the borough’s
affordable-housing obligations. Un-
der court-imposed affordable-housing
measures, Garwood is responsible for
additional affordable units to be zoned
for future development.

Currently, the Garwood Mall is not
proposed for sale and is not planned to
be redeveloped. The units are addi-
tional to the affordable units proposed
in the South Avenue redevelopment.
The planning board will review the
site plan’s projections for total and
affordable units at the Garwood Mall
site.

Borough Attorney Robert F. Renaud
stated that by designating the Garwood

Mall an overlay zone the borough is
immune to builder’s remedy lawsuits
until 2025.

“When are we, in the courts’ eyes, as
finally developed? In 2025, what will
happen? Will they finally say Garwood
is unbuildable?” Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro said.

Mr. Renaud stated that the future is
uncertain pertaining to what the courts
will deem as enough affordable hous-
ing or even if the measures will remain
in place and to what burden on each
township or borough.

Resident Bruce Paterson stated the
council was being too “passive or sub-
missive” to the borough’s overdevel-
opment. Mr. Paterson criticized the
way affordable-housing obligations
were being met.

“Passive would be to do nothing and
expose the borough to lawsuits. I’m
not advocating development. It’s a
matter of protection,” Mr. Renaud said.

Council OKs $700K for Reval.;
Court Hearing Set on Housing

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During its regular
meeting Tuesday, the town council
passed an ordinance setting aside
$700,000 for a program of revaluation
that the County of Union has ordered
the town to complete by November
2018. The council said at its workshop
meeting the same evening that it has
interviewed companies that could per-
form the revaluation and is to review
and decide on a firm.

In connection with the revaluation,
and in accordance with state require-

ments, the council also authorized the
sale of special emergency notes.

“The interest rate received was better
than expected,” Councilwoman Jo Ann
Neylan said, coming in under 2 percent.
“This very low interest rate helps save
the taxpayers money.”

A contract was awarded for roadway
improvement of the 700 block of Bou-
levard. The low bid of $237,102 was
submitted by CCM Contracting.

A multi-year tax appeal settlement
was authorized for property at 214
Grove Street. The total refund over a
period of five years, from 2011 to 2015,

was $30,354. Year 2015 had been with-
drawn as a result of the settlement. The
assessment for years 2011 and 2012
was changed to $474,000; the assess-
ment for 2013 changed to $424,000,
and the one for 2014 changed to
$449,000.

The council voted to apply for two
state Transportation Trust Fund grants
for roadway improvements to two sec-
tions of Grove Street.

During the workshop session, Town
Administrator Jim Gildea said the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) has requested to close a portion
of Elm and Quimby Streets during the
annual tree lighting, scheduled for Sun-
day, November 26, between 4 and 7
p.m., to “allow for a bigger event.”

The Westfield Police Athletic League
(PAL) is to partner with the DWC on
the event, Mr. Gildea said.

The Westfield Historical Society has
applied for a $150,000 grant from Pre-
serve Union County to help with fund-
ing its initiative to build a cultural cen-
ter and central archive at the Reeve
History and Cultural Resource Center,
located at 314 Mountain Avenue, Coun-
cilman Sam Della Fera said at the
council’s workshop meeting. The Soci-
ety also would fundraise to garner the
remainder for the costs associated with
the project. The Society has asked the
council to support the grant application
with a resolution, Mr. Della Fera said.

“I didn’t realize there was an applica-
tion for property adjacent to
Mindowaskin Park....I want to reiterate
the board’s continuing concerns about
that area of the park and what happens
regarding erosion...I am sure the town
is going to follow up with the proper
checks and balances before consider-
ing what is built there,” said Debby
Burslem of Friends of Mindowaskin
Park.

The Reeve House is adjacent to
Mindowaskin Park. The circa 1875
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DWC

Achieve Program Success
Showcased for Cranford

Zoning Board Okays
Home Improvements

Westfield Corporation and the Opti-
mists assist with the costume contest
and runs the parade with the Westfield
High School Marching Band start-
ing at 2 p.m. The costume contest
awards are finalized and distributed
at 3 p.m. by the Downtown Westfield
Corporation.”

Ms. Cronin stated the parade is a
popular event that drew over 2,000
participants last year.

The DWC’s next board of direc-
tors meeting, open to the general
public, is scheduled for Monday,
October 23, at 7:30 p.m. The DWC
office is located at 105 Elm Street,
on the basement level.

Shelley Brindle 
For Mayor 

shelley@brindleforwestfield.com

brindleforwestfield.com

@brindleforwestfield

Paid for by: Brindle for Westfield Mayor, 900 Minisink Way, 07090

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Kevin Deacon,
coordinator for the Achieve Program,
showcased the many accomplish-
ments of the program in the Cranford
district at the board of education’s
regular monthly meeting Monday
night.

Achieve is a basic skills program in
mathematics and reading that utilizes
a pull out and push in model to focus
in on targeted areas of needed im-
provement for students. The objec-
tive of the program is to get students
up to grade level.

Assistant Superintendent for Cur-
riculum and Instruction Liz Azukas
told the board the district began a new

program last year that implemented
the i-Ready Diagnostic Assessment
to help determine the particular areas
students needed to work on.

“Instruction is based on the area of
need and that comes from the data we
got from our i-Ready Diagnostic As-
sessment,” according to Mr. Deacon.

Data presented to the board indi-
cates a tremendous amount of growth
through the program district wide.

Mr. Deacon told the board the dis-
trict last year had a 144-percent growth
in reading and a 130-percent increase
in mathematics.

Additionally, “every school was
above 100-percent growth and they
were all above the 25 points expected
for a student for a national average
for the school year,” he stated.

Nine teachers were acknowledged
for their accomplishments related to
this growth in the Achieve Program.
Mr. Deacon told the board, “it’s re-
ally because of the teachers, because
of the instruction they provided.”

Superintendent Scott Rubin, Ed.D.
highlighted some of the humanitarian
efforts going on in the district. He
told the board “we are a very, very
caring community and that caring
extends beyond our school.”

Lincoln School participated in a
clothing drive to support victims of
Hurricane Harvey. Faculty members
and students donated clothes to help
those in need. The Bloomingdale
Avenue School PTA held a drive to
collect school supplies and monetary
gift cards which will be distributed to
the affected areas.

Additionally, the Cranford Educa-
tion Association (CEA), led by Presi-
dent Rich Hurley, adopted a school in
Texas that was destroyed by Hurri-
cane Harvey and raised approximately
$4,600 from staff and faculty mem-
bers. The money will be donated to
the Ponderosa Elementary School in
Spring, Tex., and will help the 200
students that have been displaced due
to fire and flood.

Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Robert Carfagno reported
to the board that there were five inci-
dences of violence and vandalism
“according to the state’s definition”
reported in the district during the pe-
riod of January to June of 2017. Last
year there also were five incidents of
violence and vandalism reported in a
similar six-month period.

In other business, the contract
awarded to Bergen County Special
Services for audiological services for
special-education services for
$126,000 has been amended to in-
clude additional services in the
amount of $32,100.

The board accepted a Sustainable
Jersey for Schools Health and
Wellness Grant funded by the New
Jersey Department of Health in the
amount of $4,000 awarded to Orange
Avenue School.

Additionally, the board accepted a
donation from the Cranford Athletic
Turf Field Fund in the amount of
$2,250 for reimbursement of a por-
tion of the cost of turf maintenance at
the Memorial Field and $2,945 for a
wireless headset system for the Cran-
ford High School Athletic Depart-
ment.

The board retroactively approved
an agreement with the Morris-Union
Jointure Commission for student
transportation in the amount of
$304,184 for the 2017-2018 school
year.

Resignations were accepted from
Patricia Gallagan after 27 years of
service and from Marlene Czapla af-
ter 23 years of service.

The next board meeting will be on
Monday, October 9.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The zoning board
of adjustment on Monday night unani-
mously approved two applications.
Both applicants are homeowners who
will be improving their homes for safety
and tangible living purposes. Board
members considered approval factors
such as the improvements’ infringe-
ment on neighboring properties, the
change to the homes’ aesthetic in com-
parison to the neighborhood, and the
rationale behind the projects.

David and Jamie Gaetano, 409 Or-
chard Street, were approved to recon-
struct their front-entry stairs with a
covered landing. A variance was
granted to exceed the maximum al-
lowable projection into the front-yard
setback for stairs.

“I love the neighborhood we are in.
Our front stairs are not up to code. The
stairs are falling apart. The extension
makes the house more pleasing for
safety reasons,” said Mr. Gaetano.

Mike DiGeronimo, of Clawson Ar-
chitects LLC, testified on behalf of
Mr. and Mrs. Gaetano, describing a
picture of the deteriorated front steps.
Currently, front steps are allowed a
five-foot intrusion into a front-yard
setback. The applicants sought to make
their steps wider, equating to a six-foot
intrusion, stated Mr. DiGeronimo.

“I make a motion to approve this
application. The applicant actively
proved he needs to redo his stairs. It
fits in with the neighborhood architec-
ture with respect to reducing impervi-
ous cover,” said board member Jeffrey
Pistol.

Joseph Perri, 175 Mohawk Drive,
was unanimously granted relief to con-
struct a second-story addition, new
masonry landing and steps, modifica-
tion to an existing front porch with a
variance to allow for a combined side
yard setback of 16 feet, 2 inches. The
zoning requirement requires a 18 foot
combined side yard setback.

“We want to build a second floor to

make our house nicer. It will be linear
over our current garage. It will build
up value in our neighborhood. We
plan to be here a long, long time,” Mr.
Perri said.

Board member Kevin Illing ques-
tioned Mr. Perri regarding specifics
assuring the second-story addition
would be confined to the home’s exist-
ing footprint.

“Thank you for investing in Cran-
ford. It’s a great neighborhood. You’re
making the second floor more usable
and the development is in keeping
with the neighborhood,” board mem-
ber Mary Ann Hay said.

Ms. Hay stated that the applicant
was conscientious in not going over
the home’s existing footprint.

Board member Victoria Drake said
the home improvement would not have
a negative impact on Mr. Perri’s neigh-
borhood.

“Do all your research ahead of time.
Go about the project the correct way.
We are very excited,” said Mr. Perri
when asked by The Westfield Leader
what were some suggestions he has for
homeowners in a similar situation to
the one he was in.

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
PLAY THAT FUNKY MUSIC...The New Jersey Workshop for The Arts band
plays on Sunday during the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce’s
annual FestiFall street fair in downtown Westfield.

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
SKILLFULLY DONE...Michela Hurley and Francesca Erb show their skill in
rock climbing during Sunday’s Festifall street fair in Downtown Westfield.
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Revaluation

the judge’s decision and court tran-
scripts will be posted on the
township’s website.

In other business, the township
committee expects to soon award an
animal control services contract to
Animal Control Services (ACS). A
resolution to that effect was pulled
from Tuesday’s agenda for a techni-
cal reason, but committee members
said that ACS would be the recipient
of the contract.

The committee also passed resolu-
tions allowing for free three-hour
parking in township lots from De-
cember 16 to December 25 and on
November 24 and 25.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco said
the planning board still has to review
the site plan, adding that the review
process allows for further planning
board, council and public input. This
input allows “the dialogue” to con-
tinue on how the borough can best
meet court-ordered affordable-hous-
ing obligations, stated Ms. Todisco.

“I find the comments about passive-
ness revolting,” said planning board
member William Nierstedt. Mr.
Nierstedt described a federal court
case where Bedminster Township at-
tempted to disallow a mosque devel-
opment. Bedminster Township lost the
case and had to pay damages to the
plaintiffs.

“We worked the best we can for
Garwood. A difference in opinion is
not being submissive. We are between
a rock and a hard place. I would not
call it submissiveness. I call it being
pragmatic,” Councilman Marc
Lazarow said.

On Wednesday, October 4, at 7 p.m.,
at the Lincoln School, a town-hall
style meeting will be held on the South
Avenue Redevelopment (Casale/Petro
site). Panels or sketches will be dis-
played to show redevelopment design
and concepts. The meeting is for the
public to ask questions about the
development’s overview.

The council appointed Michael
Disko as borough engineer for a three-
year term, commencing October 1,
2017 and running through December
31, 2018. Mr. Disko’s annual salary
will be $20,000. He has an office in
Kenilworth and currently is the engi-
neer for Mountainside.

The Department of Public Works
continued its annual line stripping pro-
gram for all crosswalks, stop bars and
intersections throughout borough
streets and parking lots. Trees were
trimmed along Kennedy Plaza. The
500 block of Beech Avenue underpass
from North to South Avenue was swept
for a block party.

The Wednesday afternoon STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics) programming, In-
ventive Investigation, will start Octo-
ber 4 at 3 p.m. The program will take
place at the borough library. Weekly
topics will include: Bugs!, Detective
Science, Earthworks, Kitchen Chem-
istry, Mad Machines, Movie Effects,
Science of Toys and Walloping
Weather. The class is full, but there is
a wait list, and interested individuals
can reach out to library staff for future
classes.

The museum program for the In-
trepid, Grounds for Sculpture, the
Newark Museum and Liberty Hall will
be in place as soon as the paperwork is
completed. Interested individuals
should contact the library for more
information.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Cranford

home, located at 314 Mountain Av-
enue, was donated to the town by life-
long Westfield resident Edgar Reeve.
Edgar Reeve’s father, William Reeve,
was the original owner of the house. In
April 2006, the town leased the prop-
erty to the Westfield Historical Society
for 99 years.

The society’s archives currently are
stored on the third floor of the board of
education building on Elm Street. The
Society has envisioned to build a car-
riage house on the Reeve site to store
the archives, according to its website.

Ms. Burslem also announced that the
annual cleanup of Mindowaskin Park
will take place Saturday, October 14,
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The town’s court hearing for its pro-
posed fair share housing plan under
Mount Laurel court directives for af-
fordable housing was adjourned by the
court to Tuesday, October 17, Town
Attorney Russell Finestein told The
Leader. He said the new date would
allow the town to negotiate a settlement
agreement with an objector of the plan.

Meaghan Murphy, chief spirit of-
ficer for the town, provided an update
on a variety of public relations events
she had planned. Hundreds of dona-
tions for the Boys and Girls Club were
received at a recent book-signing event
at The Town Book Store. She also held
a Class Mom event with author Laurie
Gelman. “We had a packed event,” she
said, where local businesses provided
food and beverages.

The NJ Family Fun website also will
be highlighting Westfield as one of the
“coolest towns in New Jersey,” she
said.

During resident comments, Kevin
Monroe complained of being “ha-
rassed” by a Westfield police officer
during the 26th annual unity game at a
local park. Mr. Monroe said that for the

last three years the same police officer
has come to the event asking to see a
permit. Mr. Monroe said three years
ago he was fined.

A permit is needed to hold a party,
and Mr. Gildea explained that the per-
mit was for one day, when the event also
took place a second day, for which no
permit was issued.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky suggested to
Mr. Monroe that they both “sit down”
and discuss how to get the permitting
issue resolved.

Katherine Holden of Edgewood Av-
enue then asked why downtown shop-
pers are being told they cannot use the
parklet that is installed on Elm Street.
She said that employees of the restau-
rants that are adjacent to the parklet
have put up reserved table signs and
have told people to leave.

“I don’t think we should be in busi-
ness of enhancing private business
through our tax money…no matter how
small the amount,” Ms. Holden said.

The parklet is a public/private part-
nership where the town provides the
parklet and the restaurant provides the
tables, Mayor Skibitsky later said.

Tim Harrington, a local business
owner, also made a comment about a
summary of his findings of what is
happening with major retailers like Lord
& Taylor. Mr. Harrington said he gave
the council his summary. Later, he tried
to make a comment about the parklet,
but was told by Mayor Skibitsky that he
is only allowed to speak once. Mr.
Finestein said the Westfield Town Char-
ter states a resident may only make one
statement, not statements.

Resident Adrian Pastore said she had
seen a photo posted from the FestiFall
event that showed a sign posted at a
table for the Westfield Republican can-
didates that read, “We Are the Party of
Westfield” printed in front of New Jer-
sey Republican government officials’
names. “I thought, wow, does that mean
I am not a resident of Westfield any-
more because I am a Democrat?”

She said it made her feel she was “not
included” and “did not have a voice.”

Mayor Skibitsky said he had used
that slogan for many years. “Partisan
politics do not belong in Westfield,”
and that is the meaning behind the
slogan, he said. “You are misinterpret-
ing it,” he stated.

Resident Greg Kasko also made a
statement about a councilman’s social
media post, which Mr. Kasko said cited
incorrect occupancy rates for the down-
towns of Westfield, Cranford and Sum-
mit. “He neither provided a retraction
nor attempted to educate the public as
to the correct information,” he said.
“This type of behavior leads to the
mistrust of public officials. Westfield
can and should do better.”

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
POP UP CHALK DAY...Layla, Kara and R.J. Benacchio enjoy Chalk the Walks,
a Pop Up Chalk Day Saturday at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield. Kids were
invited to create fun chalk art on the sidewalks of the park. The event was
sponsored by Friends of Mindowaskin Park.
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Comm. Garden Wrapping
Up ‘Pretty Good Year’

Planning Bd. Looking Forward
To Hearing On Redevelopment

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board hopes to soon be ready to
hold a public hearing on Phase 1 of
the downtown redevelopment effort.

At its meeting on Monday evening,
Board Vice-Chairwoman Paulette
Coronato said a board subcommittee
would meet this week with planner
Michael Mistretta — who has been
assessing properties and businesses
located in the Phase 1 area along Park
Avenue from Grand Street to
Westfield Avenue and the first block-
and-a-half of East Second Street — to
review what he has done so far. She
said the next decisions to be made

include whether to formally desig-
nate certain properties as Areas in
Need of Redevelopment, whether any
of the properties could be subject to
eminent domain — “if necessary,”
she emphasized — and what to rec-
ommend to the township council.

The initial focus on downtown re-
development is on the Phase 1 prop-
erties and businesses, and Mrs.
Coronato said on Monday that, “as
soon as we are ready” with the
planner’s findings, a public hearing
would be scheduled so the commu-
nity could be briefed. Earlier this
month, it was expected that such a
public hearing would be held in No-
vember, at the earliest, before the

council was presented with the board’s
recommendations. The governing
body will then discuss the board’s
report and decide what areas in Phase
1 will be deemed to be Areas in Need
of Redevelopment, a state designa-
tion that provides incentives for land-
owners and allows local governments
to act as partners with developers as
redevelopment moves forward.

Mayor Alexander Smith mentioned
to the board on Monday that he has
heard from some residents concerned
about eminent domain and the notion
of buildings in the downtown being
razed. Mrs. Coronato said that emi-
nent domain would be used “only as
a last resort,” and expressed her hope
that “we can accomplish redevelop-
ment without using it.”

In other business, the board will
ask the township council to put off a
vote on a proposed ordinance intro-
duced earlier this month that set fees
to be charged by township profes-
sionals to evaluate and review con-
cept plans submitted by developers
and others, mostly related to poten-
tial downtown development projects.
Some board members expressed con-
cerns about what they perceived as
language in the ordinance that was
too vague or unclear and proposed
fees that were too low.

At the start of the meeting, Board
Chairman Joseph Doyle noted that
the New Jersey Planning Officials
(NJPO) organization, which repre-
sents planning and zoning boards,
had recently given Mrs. Coronato
and fellow board member Robert
LaCosta its Achievements in Plan-
ning Award. Mr. Doyle told them it
was a “real honor for Scotch Plains to
have you both on the board.” Mayor
Smith said the twin recognitions gave
him “great confidence” as downtown
redevelopment moves forward “that
we have such an esteemed board.”
Board member Jeffrey Strauss noted

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The corn is
as high as an elephant’s eye, the
tomatoes and peppers are ready for
picking and the shadows are length-
ening with autumn’s arrival as the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Community
Garden begins to wrap up its second
season.

“All in all, it was a pretty good
year,” says Lynn Susan Wurzburger,
chairwoman of the committee that
oversees the operations of the gar-
den, which is located at the former
Terry-Lou Zoo property at the cor-

ner of Raritan and Terrill Roads and
situated directly behind the historic
Frazee House. Despite what she de-
scribed as “some growing pains” in
year two, Ms. Wurzburger told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times this
week that six new rental beds were
added for the 2017 growing season
— for a total of 34 beds in addition
to six demonstration beds — and
that the garden saw 100-percent oc-
cupancy for most of the summer.

This year saw some new additions
including a storage shed, two
composters and a new irrigation sys-
tem that, along with the summer’s
heavier-than-usual rainfalls, helped
keep the garden’s tomato, pepper,
beet, bean, corn, herb, squash, cu-
cumber and zucchini plants all well
fed.

Gardeners did experience some
troubles over the summer, most sig-
nificantly an invasion of cucumber
beetles that destroyed numerous
plants. But Ms. Wurzburger says the
problem was dealt with and, going
forward, “we know how to deal with
them.” She said that at the end of this
season, the two-year-old soil in all
the beds will be removed and re-
placed with new soil for 2018. In
spite of some of the hurdles this
summer, she told The Times that the
garden committee will end up har-
vesting more than 60 pounds of crops

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GIDDY UP...Horseback rides were one of the activities at last Saturday's Harvest Homecoming in Scotch Plains. The
afternoon event raised funds for the restoration of the historic Frazee House and for the community garden.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOR A GOOD CAUSE...Frisbee golf was the main activity at the fourth annual
Jam Kancer in the Kan fundraiser for pediatric cancer care and research held last
Saturday at Highland Swim Club in Scotch Plains.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SEARCHING FOR A CURE...The fourth annual Jam Kancer in the Kan
fundraiser for pediatric cancer care and research was held last Saturday at
Highland Swim Club in Scotch Plains.

Kristan McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SKILLFULLY DONE...Michela Hurley and Francesca Erb show their skill in
rock climbing during Sunday’s FestiFall street fair in Downtown Westfield.

Garwood Mall Overlay
Zone Introduced by Council

that will be donated to a local food
bank.

A visit to the garden last weekend
revealed several dozen beds practi-
cally bursting at their seams with
healthy crops. Heirloom tomatoes
the size of a large fist, sweet beets as
big as tennis balls, perfectly-formed
red peppers and string beans seem-
ingly by the bushel were all in evi-
dence. Visitors from out of state in-
spected the garden on Sunday and
told The Times it was far superior
and far more abundant to one in their
home town, marveling specifically
at the size of some of the plants.

Scotch Plains resident Ray Szpond
told The Times that, while he keeps a
garden at his home, “I spend quality
time at the community garden to
break away from the hustle and bustle
of everyday life.” He said that often
after dinner, “I weed my plot, en-
courage the vegetables being grown
and relish in the quiet time of the
garden. Getting your hands dirty
planting is good for the soul.”

Sarah Kaiser, a freshman gardener
in 2017, told The Times she has been
“delighted with my experience. I never
expected the level of support that has
been provided, from the incredible
help from the master gardeners to the
special mushroom soil and even the
drip watering.” She added that “the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Cranford and Developer
Differ On Judge’s Ruling

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — There was con-
fusion along with contradictory
statements on Tuesday evening over
whether a judge last week had sided
with the township or denied its re-
quest to reopen its affordable-hous-
ing obligation.

At the start of the township
committee’s meeting this week,
Township Attorney Ryan Cooper
read a statement that said Judge
Camille Kenny had granted the
township’s motion in Cranford De-
velopment Associates versus Town-
ship of Cranford litigation that reaf-
firms that Cranford would be im-
mune from the Mount Laurel-re-
lated lawsuits through the end of
2018 and would be able to adjust its
affordable-housing obligations.

“The township is very pleased
with the outcome,” Mr. Cooper said,
as the 40 or so residents in atten-
dance applauded.

Shortly after, however, James
Rhatican, an attorney for Hartz
Mountain Industries, which is seek-
ing to develop 750 Walnut Avenue
into a 905-unit apartment complex,
rose to tell the committee that he

had read the judge’s ruling as hav-
ing denied the township’s motion.
“We have an obvious difference of
opinion” about what the judge de-
cided, he said.

When Mayor Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr. said that all sides have attorneys
to review “the fine points” of a legal
decision, Mr. Rhatican responded
by saying that he did not know “what
the fine points are.”

The judge’s decision is available
at www.timesnj.com.

The bulk of the committee’s meet-
ing was devoted to a number of
township residents speaking in op-
position to the proposed develop-
ment, with many citing the potential
negative impacts on traffic, schools
and emergency responders. One
resident said she is not opposed to
development, “but I am opposed to
such rapid growth” like the one be-
ing proposed for Walnut Avenue.
Another called the size of the Wal-
nut Avenue project “just astronomi-
cal for a town this size.” Still an-
other resident said that “Cranford
does not need to be urbanized.”

Several residents, having just
come from annual back-to-school

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — At Tuesday night’s
meeting, the borough council intro-
duced an ordinance designating the
Garwood Mall an overlay zone for
possible affordable-housing develop-
ment. The overlay zone addresses a
legal compliance with the borough’s
affordable-housing obligations. Un-
der court-imposed affordable-hous-
ing measures, Garwood is respon-
sible for additional affordable units
to be zoned for future development.

Currently, the Garwood Mall is not
proposed for sale and is not planned
to be redeveloped. The units are addi-
tional to the affordable units pro-
posed in the South Avenue redevel-
opment. The planning board will re-
view the site plan’s projections for
total and affordable units at the
Garwood Mall site.

Borough Attorney Robert F.
Renaud stated that by designating the
Garwood Mall an overlay zone the
borough is immune to builder’s rem-
edy lawsuits until 2025.

“When are we, in the courts’ eyes,
as finally developed? In 2025, what
will happen? Will they finally say
Garwood is unbuildable?” Council-
woman Ileen Cuccaro said.

Mr. Renaud stated that the future is
uncertain pertaining to what the courts
will deem as enough affordable hous-
ing or even if the measures will re-
main in place and to what burden on
each township or borough.

Resident Bruce Paterson stated the
council was being too “passive or
submissive” to the borough’s overde-
velopment. Mr. Paterson criticized
the way affordable-housing obliga-
tions were being met.

“Passive would be to do nothing

and expose the borough to lawsuits.
I’m not advocating development. It’s
a matter of protection,” Mr. Renaud
said.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco said
the planning board still has to review
the site plan, adding that the review
process allows for further planning
board, council and public input. This
input allows “the dialogue” to con-
tinue on how the borough can best
meet court-ordered affordable-hous-
ing obligations, stated Ms. Todisco.

“I find the comments about pas-
siveness revolting,” said planning
board member William Nierstedt. Mr.
Nierstedt described a federal court
case where Bedminster Township at-
tempted to disallow a mosque devel-
opment. Bedminster Township lost
the case and had to pay damages to
the plaintiffs.

“We worked the best we can for
Garwood. A difference in opinion is
not being submissive. We are be-
tween a rock and a hard place. I would
not call it submissiveness. I call it
being pragmatic,” Councilman Marc
Lazarow said.

On Wednesday, October 4, at 7
p.m., at the Lincoln School, a town-
hall style meeting will be held on the
South Avenue Redevelopment
(Casale/Petro site). Panels or sketches
will be displayed to show redevelop-
ment design and concepts. The meet-
ing is for the public to ask questions
about the development’s overview.

The council appointed Michael
Disko as borough engineer for a three-
year term, commencing October 1,
2017 and running through December
31, 2018. Mr. Disko’s annual salary
will be $20,000. He has an office in
Kenilworth and currently is the engi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
POP UP CHALK DAY...Layla, Kara and R.J. Benacchio enjoy Chalk the Walks,
a Pop Up Chalk Day Saturday at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield. Kids were
invited to create fun chalk art on the sidewalks of the park. The event was
sponsored by Friends of Mindowaskin Park.

Kristan McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PLAY THAT FUNKY MUSIC...The New Jersey Workshop for The Arts band
plays on Sunday during the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce’s
annual FestiFall street fair in downtown Westfield.

Kristan McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COMMUNITY SPIRIT...The unseasonably warm weather drew large crowds to
downtown Westfield on Sunday for the annual FestiFall street fair.
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Overlay
neer for Mountainside.

The Department of Public Works
continued its annual line stripping
program for all crosswalks, stop bars
and intersections throughout borough
streets and parking lots. Trees were
trimmed along Kennedy Plaza. The
500 block of Beech Avenue under-
pass from North to South Avenue was
swept for a block party.

The Wednesday afternoon STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics) programming, In-
ventive Investigation, will start Octo-
ber 4 at 3 p.m. The program will take
place at the borough library. Weekly
topics will include: Bugs!, Detective
Science, Earthworks, Kitchen Chem-
istry, Mad Machines, Movie Effects,
Science of Toys and Walloping
Weather. The class is full, but there is
a wait list, and interested individuals
can reach out to library staff for future
classes.

The museum program for the In-
trepid, Grounds for Sculpture, the
Newark Museum and Liberty Hall
will be in place as soon as the paper-
work is completed. Interested indi-
viduals should contact the library for
more information.

DWC Reports on Summer
Events, Fall Schedule

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — During its board
of directors meeting held Monday
evening, the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) reported on the
success of its summer events and pro-
moted scheduled fall activities.

DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin provided statistics on the 15th
annual Downtown Westfield 5K and
Pizza Extravaganza that was held on
July 27.

More than 2,200 runners partici-
pated in the event, representing 243
municipalities across New Jersey.
Sixty-two percent of the participants
hail from Union County while 37
percent are residents of Westfield.
Ten states other than New Jersey were
represented in the 5K: California,
Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Mis-
souri, New Mexico, New York, Penn-
sylvania, Texas and Virginia.

Ms. Cronin also reported on the
success of the Sweet Sounds Down-
town Jazz Festival, which was held
on Tuesday evenings throughout the
summer. “Sweet Sounds Downtown
Jazz Festival had a great summer,
with nine nights and 45 bands in the
lineup. Due to the successful pilot of
five bands last year, we expanded it
this year to five bands each night,
including performances at the new
Foundation Park at the South Avenue
circle,” she stated.

Ms. Cronin explained why the event
is popular with residents and busi-
ness owners, saying, “The restaurants
particularly love the Sweet Sounds
Downtown Jazz Festival as they re-
port it is like a Friday or Saturday
night of business on a Tuesday, or a
Wednesday rain date.”

The board next discussed upcom-
ing fall events to be held in Westfield’s
downtown. On Saturday, October 7,
the Westfield Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association (PBA) Local 90 will
host a fundraiser called “Cops and
Rodders” (hot rods). The event will
feature cars, motorcycles and jeeps
and will be held at the South Avenue
train station parking lot from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., with a rain delay date of
Saturday, October 21.

In addition to the hot rods show-
case, local businesses will host booths
offering their wares. More than 40
local businesses are sponsoring the
event.

Ms. Cronin also promoted “Small
Plates for a Great Cause,” scheduled
for Thursday, October 26, from 6:30
to 9 p.m. The event will be held at
Lord & Taylor’s Westfield store on
the second floor.

“Small Plates for a Great Cause is
a Rotary Club of Westfield event,”
stated Ms. Cronin. “The event sup-
ports community grants, our hunger
project as well as scholarships. Last
year, we raised over $11,000 by sell-
ing tickets. Special discounts will also
be offered as well as door prizes.
Over 20 restaurants will participate
and this will be our third annual event
taking place this year,” she said.

Lastly, Ms. Cronin highlighted the
Optimist Club of Westfield’s annual
Halloween Parade, Trick-or-Treat,
and Costume Contest. Ms. Cronin
stated that the event is “so popular
that we don’t even advertise it. It’s
been a tradition downtown for many
years.”

On October 26, children can “trick
or treat” from noon to 2 p.m. in the
downtown area. The costume contest
will follow at 2 p.m.

According to Ms. Cronin, the event
is “sponsored by the Downtown
Westfield Corporation and the Opti-
mists assist with the costume contest
and runs the parade with the Westfield
High School Marching Band starting
at 2 p.m. The costume contest awards
are finalized and distributed at 3 p.m.
by the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration.”

Ms. Cronin stated the parade is a
popular event that drew over 2,000
participants last year.

The DWC’s next board of directors
meeting, open to the general public,
is scheduled for Monday, October
23, at 7:30 p.m. The DWC office is
located at 105 Elm Street, on the
basement level.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Redevel.
that no other land-use board in the
state had two of its members simulta-
neously honored by the NJPO.

Mrs. Coronato said she was “very
honored” by the award, noting that
“planning and zoning has been my
avocation for the past 30 years.” Mr.
LaCosta, who also serves as town-
ship construction code official and
zoning officer, said he thought, “I was
the luckiest guy in the world when I
got hired 30 years ago” by the mu-
nicipal government.

The board also agreed to adjust its
upcoming meeting schedule, with the
October 11 meeting being cancelled
due to members’ scheduling conflicts
and the November 13 meeting being
cancelled due to the township council
holding its own meeting that same
evening.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford Council
nights, raised concerns about over-
crowding in all of Cranford’s
schools, with one saying that, al-
ready, “our schools are packed.”
Another mother of school-age chil-
dren said Cranford does not have
room for what could potentially be
several dozen additional students
as a result of the 905-unit develop-
ment being proposed.

After all the comments were aired,
Deputy Mayor Patrick Giblin cau-
tioned that the project’s develop-

Westfield Council OKs
$700K for Revaluation

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — During its regular
meeting Tuesday, the town council
passed an ordinance setting aside
$700,000 for a program of revaluation
that the County of Union has ordered
the town to complete by November
2018. The council said at its workshop
meeting the same evening that it has
interviewed companies that could per-
form the revaluation and is to review
and decide on a firm.

In connection with the revaluation,
and in accordance with state require-
ments, the council also authorized the
sale of special emergency notes.

“The interest rate received was better
than expected,” Councilwoman Jo Ann
Neylan said, coming in under 2 percent.
“This very low interest rate helps save
the taxpayers money.”

A contract was awarded for roadway
improvement of the 700 block of Bou-
levard. The low bid of $237,102 was
submitted by CCM Contracting.

A multi-year tax appeal settlement
was authorized for property at 214 Grove
Street. The total refund over a period of
five years, from 2011 to 2015, was
$30,354. Year 2015 had been withdrawn
as a result of the settlement. The assess-
ment for years 2011 and 2012 was
changed to $474,000; the assessment
for 2013 changed to $424,000, and the
one for 2014 changed to $449,000.

The council voted to apply for two
state Transportation Trust Fund grants
for roadway improvements to two sec-
tions of Grove Street.

During the workshop session, Town
Administrator Jim Gildea said the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) has requested to close a portion
of Elm and Quimby Streets during the
annual tree lighting, scheduled for Sun-
day, November 26, between 4 and 7
p.m., to “allow for a bigger event.”

The Westfield Police Athletic League
(PAL) is to partner with the DWC on
the event, Mr. Gildea said.

The Westfield Historical Society has
applied for a $150,000 grant from Pre-
serve Union County to help with fund-
ing its initiative to build a cultural cen-
ter and central archive at the Reeve
History and Cultural Resource Center,
located at 314 Mountain Avenue, Coun-
cilman Sam Della Fera said at the
council’s workshop meeting. The Soci-
ety also would fundraise to garner the
remainder for the costs associated with
the project. The Society has asked the
council to support the grant application
with a resolution, Mr. Della Fera said.

“I didn’t realize there was an applica-
tion for property adjacent to
Mindowaskin Park....I want to reiterate
the board’s continuing concerns about
that area of the park and what happens
regarding erosion...I am sure the town is
going to follow up with the proper checks
and balances before considering what is
built there,” said Debby Burslem of
Friends of Mindowaskin Park.

The Reeve House is adjacent to
Mindowaskin Park. The circa 1875
home, located at 314 Mountain Avenue,
was donated to the town by lifelong
Westfield resident Edgar Reeve. Edgar
Reeve’s father, William Reeve, was the
original owner of the house. In April
2006, the town leased the property to the
Westfield Historical Society for 99 years.

The society’s archives currently are
stored on the third floor of the board of
education building on Elm Street. The
Society has envisioned to build a car-
riage house on the Reeve site to store
the archives, according to its website.

Ms. Burslem also announced that the
annual cleanup of Mindowaskin Park
will take place Saturday, October 14,
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The town’s court hearing for its pro-
posed fair share housing plan under
Mount Laurel court directives for af-

fordable housing was adjourned by the
court to Tuesday, October 17, Town
Attorney Russell Finestein told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. He
said the new date would allow the town
to negotiate a settlement agreement with
an objector of the plan.

Meaghan Murphy, chief spirit of-
ficer for the town, provided an update
on a variety of public relations events
she had planned. Hundreds of dona-
tions for the Boys and Girls Club were
received at a recent book-signing event
at The Town Book Store. She also held
a Class Mom event with author Laurie
Gelman. “We had a packed event,” she
said, where local businesses provided
food and beverages.

The NJ Family Fun website also will
be highlighting Westfield as one of the
“coolest towns in New Jersey,” she
said.

During resident comments, Kevin
Monroe complained of being “ha-
rassed” by a Westfield police officer
during the 26th annual unity game at a
local park. Mr. Monroe said that for the
last three years the same police officer
has come to the event asking to see a
permit. Mr. Monroe said three years
ago he was fined.

A permit is needed to hold a party,
and Mr. Gildea explained that the per-
mit was for one day, when the event also
took place a second day, for which no
permit was issued.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky suggested to
Mr. Monroe that they both “sit down”
and discuss how to get the permitting
issue resolved.

Katherine Holden of Edgewood Av-
enue then asked why downtown shop-
pers are being told they cannot use the
parklet that is installed on Elm Street.
She said that employees of the restau-
rants that are adjacent to the parklet
have put up reserved table signs and
have told people to leave.

“I don’t think we should be in busi-
ness of enhancing private business
through our tax money…no matter how
small the amount,” Ms. Holden said.

The parklet is a public/private part-
nership where the town provides the
parklet and the restaurant provides the
tables, Mayor Skibitsky later said.

Tim Harrington, a local business
owner, also made a comment about a
summary of his findings of what is
happening with major retailers like Lord
& Taylor. Mr. Harrington said he gave
the council his summary. Later, he tried
to make a comment about the parklet,
but was told by Mayor Skibitsky that he
is only allowed to speak once. Mr.
Finestein said the Westfield Town Char-
ter states a resident may only make one
statement, not statements.

Resident Adrian Pastore said she had
seen a photo posted from the FestiFall
event that showed a sign posted at a
table for the Westfield Republican can-
didates that read, “We Are the Party of
Westfield” printed in front of New Jer-
sey Republican government officials’
names. “I thought, wow, does that mean
I am not a resident of Westfield any-
more because I am a Democrat?”

She said it made her feel she was “not
included” and “did not have a voice.”

Mayor Skibitsky said he had used
that slogan for many years. “Partisan
politics do not belong in Westfield,”
and that is the meaning behind the
slogan, he said. “You are misinterpret-
ing it,” he stated.

Resident Greg Kasko also made a
statement about a councilman’s social
media post, which Mr. Kasko said cited
incorrect occupancy rates for the down-
towns of Westfield, Cranford and Sum-
mit. “He neither provided a retraction
nor attempted to educate the public as
to the correct information,” he said.
“This type of behavior leads to the
mistrust of public officials. Westfield
can and should do better.”

ment “is not inevitable,” saying that
Hartz Mountain still has “much to
demonstrate” to township officials
before any development goes for-
ward. Commissioner Ann Dooley
said that, in the interest of complete
transparency, the judge’s decision
and court transcripts will be posted
on the township’s website.

In other business, the township
committee expects to soon award
an animal control services contract
to Animal Control Services (ACS).
A resolution to that effect was pulled
from Tuesday’s agenda for a techni-
cal reason, but committee members
said that ACS would be the recipi-
ent of the contract.

The committee also passed reso-
lutions allowing for free three-hour
parking in township lots from De-
cember 16 to December 25 and on
November 24 and 25.
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Garden
sense of community has been out-
standing and it has been a thoroughly
worthwhile experience.”

Looking ahead to next year, Ms.
Wurzburger plans to keep the garden’s
capacity at 34 rental beds and six
demonstration beds. A large mound
of rocks presently piled between the
garden and the Frazee House will be
used to create two pollinator gardens
just outside the garden’s fence.



Page 2  Thursday, September 28, 2017 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Dem Senators Rip NJEA For
Endorsing Sweeney’s Opponent
Sixteen state senators last week

wrote a letter critical of the New
Jersey Education Association’s
(NJEA) endorsement of the Republi-
can candidate running against Senate
President Steve Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester).

“It’s inconceivable to us that the
NJEA is supporting Republican ex-
tremist Fran Grenier, an avowed ally
of Chris Christie and Donald Trump,
both of whom have demonized teach-
ers and unions throughout their po-
litical careers. Carrying out this ven-
detta against Senate President Steve
Sweeney can only have damaging
consequences for our party, our next
governor Phil Murphy, the state and
the NJEA.... We understand that you
have had differences with Senator
Sweeney, but how can that possibly
justify endorsing and funding a can-
didate who stands for everything your
members oppose? How can you tell
your members that more than $7.5
million of their dues is financing a
Christie/Trump Republican over a
Democrat who has been a longtime
friend of education?...” Ms. Grenier
was one of only four GOP Senate
candidates in New Jersey’s four leg-
islative districts endorsed by the
NJEA.

Among the senators whose name
was on the letter was Sen. Nick Scutari
(D-22nd, Linden), whose district in-
cludes Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

NJEA Responds to Letter
From Dem State Senators

“The letter addressed to me today
from 16 Democratic state senators
reveals a profound misunderstanding
of NJEA, its members, and our com-
mitment to achieving change and
progress in New Jersey as a non-
partisan, pro-education advocacy or-
ganization,” NJEA President Marie
Blistan responded. “First, and most
importantly, NJEA is not an arm of
the Democratic Party. Our members
endorse many Democrats, because
those candidates’ positions align with
their values and priorities.... If Demo-
crats are disappointed that our mem-
bers did not endorse Steve Sweeney
this year, they need to take another
look at Sweeney’s record of broken
promises and policy failures...”

“Furthermore, if the signers of the

letter believe that their party’s strat-
egy of pouring millions of dollars
into that one race is hurting their
opportunity to pick up legislative seats
around the state, they should demand
that in the future their party not pick
such flawed candidates as Sweeney
and then continue to prop him up at
the expense of the party,” Ms. Blistan
said.

GOP Senator Warns of More
Gas Tax Hikes, More Toll Roads

Senator Jennifer Beck (R-11th, Red
Bank) has warned that drivers may
soon face the triple threat of another
gas tax hike, the addition of tolls on
more New Jersey highways, and the
resurrection of the failed plan to priva-
tize the state’s toll roads.

“Last year’s billion-dollar gas tax
increase may have been the first step
in a long-term plan by some to mas-
sively increase costs on New Jersey
drivers,” Sen. Beck said. “Left-lean-
ing special interest groups want to
add tolls to currently free highways
and to resurrect the failed (Jon)
Corzine privatization plan that would
have resulted in 800 percent toll hikes.

Sen. Beck a letter last week to New
Jersey Treasurer Ford Scudder re-
questing an update on this year’s re-
view of gasoline sales, and guidance
on any increase to the gas tax that may
be announced.

A report commissioned by The
Fund for New Jersey says last year’s
23-cent per gallon gas tax increase
isn’t nearly enough to fund the
state’s transportation needs. The
plan recommends more toll roads
such as on I-195, I-295, I-78, I-80,
and I-287.

Dems Move to Create Supply
Reserve for Gasoline

New Jersey Congress members
Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th) Donald
Norcross (D-1st), Bill Pascrell (D-
9th), Donald M. Payne, Jr. (D-10th),
Albio Sires (D-8th), and Bonnie
Watson Coleman (D-12th) are among
a group of Democrats that have intro-
duced legislation to create the North-
east Gasoline Supply Reserve. The
Reserve would hold up to one million
barrels of gasoline Sandy.

The Reserve (NGSR) would ini-
tially cover the states of New Jersey,
New York, Connecticut, Pennsylva-
nia, Rhode Island, Massachusetts,
Maine, Vermont and New Hampshire.

Garwood DEM Candidates
To Be At Pointe on Oct. 26

GARWOOD – For the first time in
the six-year history of candidate fo-
rums at the Pointe, the condominium
complex between Maple and Chest-
nut Streets, one party’s borough coun-
cil nominees have declined to attend.

Democratic Borough Council can-
didates Russ Graham and Sara
Todisco agreed to appear at the ses-
sion, scheduled for 7:30 p.m. on
Thursday, October 26. But the Re-
publicans, Michael E. Collings and
Richard McCormack, rejected their
invitation.

“This is an unfortunate develop-
ment,” said Christine Spear, the presi-
dent of the condominium’s board. “In
the past, the forums have offered
Garwood voters a unique opportu-
nity to meet all the candidates and
hear all the arguments about impor-
tant issues in the borough.

“In the hope that we can continue
that conversation,” she added, “we
will welcome Mr. Collings and Mr.
McCormack if they choose to join us
on October 26, just as we have wel-
comed the candidates from both par-
ties in the past.”

All Garwood voters are invited to
attend the session and may propose
questions to be asked of the candi-
dates. Questions may be sent to

PointeForum@gmail.com
Light refreshments will be served

after the formal discussion. Parking
is available in the large lot behind the
commercial buildings on North Av-
enue between Maple and Chestnut
Streets. A stairway leads from the lot
to the clubhouse.

TEAM SPIRIT...Westfield Second Ward Candidate James Corcoran, Fourth
Ward Councilman Keith Loughlin, Mayor Andy Skibitsky, and supporters at are
pictured here at FestiFall which was held in the downtown on Sunday.

Fanwood Dems to
Hold Event Sunday

With Congresswoman
FANWOOD — The Fanwood

Democratic Committee will be host-
ing a event with Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th) at
Forest Road Park in Fanwood this
Sunday, October 1, from 2 p.m. to 3
p.m.

The event will feature appearances
by this year’s Fanwood Democratic
Council candidates, Russ Huegel and
Anthony Carter, as well as a conver-
sation with Congresswoman Watson
Coleman about what is happening in
Washington, D.C. and how it’s affect-
ing Fanwood.

There is no cost and all are wel-
come. For additional information,
please go to
www.FanwoodDems.com.

Home-Based Bus. Reception
To Be Held In Fanwood

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Peter DiNizo
Mason & Contractor

*All Mason Work
*Waterproof Basement
*Professional Electrical

Work with Lic.

Fanwood, NJ
Office: 908-889-5771
Cell: 908-456-1258

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

DOUGHERTY PAVING
Driveways • Parking Lots

Concrete & Masonry

Excavation • Seal Coating

Brick Paver Walkways & Patios

Curbing • Retaining Walls

FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED
LIC #13VH03926300

908-561-6452

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Our company offers professional
& efficient cleaning at amazing
prices. We offer our services to
residential and commercial
locations. We also specialize in
offices and post construction.

For more info,
Please contact Dulce at

(973) 951-8540

OVAR  REAL
CLEANERS

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Goutam Jois Latest to
To File In 7th District

 Goutam Jois

SUMMIT — Goutam Jois, an at-
torney, activist, and father of two, has
announced the launch of his cam-
paign to represent New Jersey’s 7th
Congressional District. He is the sev-
enth candidate to file for next year’s
mid-term Congressional election in
the district, joining four other Demo-
crats.

“I am running for Congress be-
cause our politics is broken and our
shared values are under assault like
never before,” Mr. Jois said in a
press release. “As an attorney and
activist, I’ve fought to uphold those
values – justice, fairness, and dig-
nity – and won, and I will bring that
experience to Washington. Those
values form the foundation of my
platform to expand opportunity, im-
prove security, and strengthen com-
munity.”

According to his release, as an at-
torney, Mr. Jois secured justice at the
Supreme Court for a young, unarmed,
African-American man who was shot
by police. He obtained asylum for a
gay man from Jamaica, won a major
First Amendment case for a police
officer, and obtained landmark relief
for the victims of Hurricane Sandy. In
addition to his record of defending
civil rights, he has represented entre-
preneurs, litigated cutting-edge busi-
ness issues, and fought government
overreach.

“I will fight to expand economic
opportunity by investing in infra-
structure, empowering workers, and
making college affordable,” added
Mr. Jois. “Improving security means
keeping our country safe, and be-
yond that, it means promising hard-
working families that their govern-
ment stands by its end of the social
contract. That’s why I will fight for
universal healthcare and policies to
support working families, including
paid family leave and raising the
minimum wage.

Finally, America is strong because
millions of people have come to-
gether from millions of backgrounds
with a common purpose, yet those
bonds of community are being torn
apart. I won’t allow anyone, least of
all the president, to divide us by
race, gender, religion, sexual orien-
tation, immigration status, or any-
thing else.”

A New Jersey native, he was youth
governor of New Jersey while in high
school and organized national youth
political conventions. He started a
youth and government program for
high schoolers in Washington, D.C.,
led community organizing and litiga-

tion efforts on behalf of low-income
tenants while in law school, and to-
day works with Atlas Corps, an orga-
nization that brings nonprofit leaders
from around the world to the U.S.

Since 2009,  Mr.  Jois  has
coached semi-pro football, and he
also performs stand-up comedy.
In 2012, he was named America’s
Funniest Attorney, according to
the release.

Mr. Jois also works with the family
business – a construction manage-
ment consulting company his father
started in their garage that now em-
ploys nearly 75 people.

He has an undergraduate degree in
government and a master of public
policy degree from Georgetown and
a law degree from Harvard. He lives
in Summit with his wife, Elizabeth,
and their two children, Anjali, 5, and
Vikram, 3.

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr, Downtown Business Liaison
Liz Jeffery and the Borough of
Fanwood are inviting Fanwood’s
home-based businesses to connect and
collaborate at the Fanwood Home-
Based Business Reception on Thurs-
day, September 28 at 5 p.m.

The event will be held at the Car-
riage House in Fanwood, adjacent to
Borough Hall, at 75 North Martine
Avenue. Those who attend will be able
to network and communicate with other
local home-based business owners and
borough administration on ways that
will help improve their business and
increase outreach to customers.

“This event is among the first of its’
kind in Fanwood,” stated Mayor Col-
leen Mahr. “I hope that any resident in
our area who owns a home business will
join us for this truly beneficial event.”

Those interested must RSVP to Pat
Hoynes at phoynes@fanwoodnj.org
or call (908) 322-8236, ext. 121. Par-
ticipants will be able to discuss dif-
ferent programs and initiatives to en-

hance connectivity within the
Fanwood business community. Mayor
Mahr will be speaking on behalf of
the borough and Ms. Jeffery will be
providing updates and information
on the economic development in
Fanwood to local residents. She will
also share some new incentives geared
to assist and support Fanwood’s home-
based business community.

WELCOME TO FANWOOD...Local officials attended the September 8 ribbon
cutting for the Fanwood Grille, the newest restaurant at the site of the former
Fanwood Corner Store on Martine Avenue. The owners are Paul Watterson and
John Mooney. On hand were Mayor Colleen Mahr, Councilman Tom Kranz, and
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Gene Jannotti.

Volunteers Sought For
Litter Cleanup Day

GARWOOD — The 12th Annual
Clean Communities Litter Cleanup
Day will be held in Garwood, Satur-
day, October 21, at 10:30 a.m., rain or
shine. Volunteer Services, neighbor-
hoods, social and school groups as
well as individuals are invited to work
together to reduce the amount of litter
accumulating in various parts of the
borough.

Supervision must be provided
for all children’s groups and all
participants must provide their
own transportation to the munici-
pal building, 403 South Avenue,
to get their supplies and site as-
signments.

MEETING WITH RESIDENTS...Westfield First Ward candidate Linda Habgood,
left, and Mayoral candidate Shelley Brindle, right, pose with residents Christine
and Henry Treger of Cowperthwaite Square.

Scotch Plains Day
Set for This Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS — The  annual
Scotch Plains Day Fall Family Festi-
val will be held this Sunday, October
1, from noon to 5 p.m. in the down-
town district on Park Avenue.

The event will feature food trucks,
a ravioli-eating contest at 2 p.m.,
family entertainment, inflatable
rides, petting zoo, pony rides and
live music with the Brother John
Brown Band at 3 p.m. The event will
be held rain or shine.
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HELPING BAG HUNGER...Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith, Township Manager
Al Mirabella, and Project Coordinator for Redevelopment Tom Strowe, partici-
pated in “Help Bag Hunger” on September 20 at the ShopRite of Clark as part of
National Hunger Action Month. They joined other elected officials and volunteers
to bag groceries and help raise money and awareness on the issue of hunger in the
surrounding community.

IN DISREPAIR... Grove Street is one of the streets in the Westfield’s Ward 3 that
Town Council candidate David Contract says is bad condition and needs to be
addressed. Please see his letter below.

Bd. of Health Conducts Inspections,
Tobacco Age Enforcement Discussed

SUPPORTING HER CANDIDATES...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr was out
recently supporting and campaigning for Councilman Russ Huegel and candidate,
and Recreation Commissioner, Anthony Carter.

We Can Do Better Paving More of
Westfield’s Municipal RoadsLance: Most Could Not

Afford Sanders Plan

GRAND OPENING...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr helped cut the ribbon to
officially welcome Fanwood Eye Care to the downtown business district. Fanwood
Eye Care, located at 246 South Avenue across from the train station, is owned by Dr.
Kathy Shin and offers eye exams, glasses and contacts all in one shop. Pictured are
Mayor Mahr, center, Dr. Shin, her husband Joe and sons (to the Mayor’s right),
Councilman Tom Kranz, far right, and Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
Gene Jannotti (far left). They are surrounded by the Shins family and friends.

One of the greatest concerns raised
by Ward 3 residents with whom I’ve
spoken is the poor state of Ward 3
roads. Residents are dissatisfied that
the roads they have to drive on every
day are filled with potholes and bumps
(the attached photo of Grove Street is
a good example), even though their
taxes continue to go up.

The government of Westfield hasn’t
invested sufficiently in maintaining
Westfield’s roads. From 2011-2017,
the percentage of roads fully resur-
faced has averaged 1 percent (calcu-
lated from data available on the town’s
website — far below the 5 percent
level that experts recommend since
asphalt roads generally last 20 years.
And only 4 percent of roads have
been partially or fully resurfaced in
this timeframe —also significantly
below that same 5 percent.

Poor roads do more than cause a
bumpy ride. They can cost you money
out of your pocket, too. A 2015 U.S.
Department of Transportation study
estimated that bad roads in  New Jersey
cost the average driver $601 in repair
costs. Also, poor roads make Westfield
look unattractive to visitors and future
residents.

The process of determining which
roads to pave in Westfield also needs
improvement. The reason – roads in
major disrepair in Ward 3 like Grove
Street aren’t getting paved while oth-
ers are. Also, Ward 3 residents have
told me that Westfield has chosen
their road to be repaved because they
filed a petition and screamed loudly –
which doesn’t seem like the best way
to make long-term investment deci-
sions like road paving.

I know Westfield can do better when

it comes to paving. If elected as the
Ward 3 Councilman, I will push to
prioritize paving when the 2018 mu-
nicipal budget is being developed
and advocate that the government
target paving at least 5 percent of
Westfield’s roads in full. To pay for
this, I’ll help scrutinize every line
item in the budget (like I’ve done
throughout my career where I’ve
managed multi-million dollar bud-
gets), eliminate wasteful expenditures
and push for more cost-effective ap-
proaches to delivering town services.

I’ll also advocate that Westfield redi-
rect some of the existing $12.5 million
surplus to fund road improvements.
Certainly, a rainy-day fund is critical in
our town — just as it is in home finances
— but it doesn’t need to be this large.
Some of the surplus should be used to
upgrade our roads which are an essen-
tial part of our quality of life in Westfield.
I’ll also make sure that the government
aggressively pursue every grant pro-
gram available at the county, state and
national level for infrastructure im-
provement. Lastly, I’ll advocate that
Westfield review its process to deter-
mine which roads get paved and make
sure that need is the most important
criteria so the town repaves streets in
the worst condition first.

Working together, we can make
Westfield better. Let me know what
you think. Feel free to email me at
david@contractforwestfield.com or
p.m. me on Facebook at
facebook.com/contractforwestfield.
And remember to vote Contract for
Council for Ward 3 on November 7.

David Contract
Ward 3 Town Council Candidate

Westfield

The Westfield Board of Health held
a meeting on September 11, 2017.
The board reviewed the Westfield
Regional Health Department reports
for July and August. In July, the De-
partment conducted 15 inspections;
12 inspections resulted in satisfac-
tory ratings, two resulted in no ratings
and one was found conditionally sat-
isfactory.

In August, the department con-
ducted 40 inspections; 26 inspections
resulted in satisfactory ratings, 12
resulted in no ratings, and two were
conditional.

The public health nursing report
included the successful distribution
of 228 bicycle helmets this year un-
der the “Be Hard Headed” Helmet
Safety Campaign of Safe Kids of
Union County sponsored by the
Children’s Specialized Hospital. The
helmets were measured, fitted, and
distributed to children at the child
health clinics.

The public health nursing report
also noted that Overlook Medical
Center is offering glucose and blood
pressure screenings on the following
Mondays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.:
September 25 and October 2, 16, 23
and 30.

These screenings will be held at
the Overlook Downtown Center lo-
cated at 357 Springfield Avenue,
Summit. Each of these screenings
requires pre-registration and there is
no fee. Call 1-800-247-9580 to reg-
ister.

Other items discussed at the
meeting included tobacco age of
sale enforcement inspection. Four
establishments sold tobacco to un-
derage minors and were issued
summons. A resolution was re-
viewed and approved establishing
a pay range for and establishing a
position for a per diem registered
nurse.

In format ion  on  the
department’s activities and use-
ful information, including tick
precautions, can be found on the
website at www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. The complete minutes of
the meeting will be posted after
review and approval at our next
meeting.

The Westfield Board of Health
will not meet in October. A represen-
tative from the New Jersey Local
Boards of Health Association will
make a presentation: “Roles and Re-
sponsibilities: Tips to Improve Your
Board of Health” starting at 5:30
p.m. on Monday, October 2 at the
Westfield Memorial Library. Local
Boards of Health are invited to at-
tend.

The next meeting of the Westfield
Board of Health will be on Monday,
November 6 at 5:30 p.m. in the
Westfield Municipal Building, the
public is invited to attend.

Thomas K. O’Neill, President
Westfield Board of Health

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gressman Leonard Lance (R-7th), a
member of the Energy and Commerce
Health Subcommittee, released the
following statement after the release
of a single-payer health care plan in
the U.S. Senate.

“Senator Sanders’ single-payer
health care plan is one that my con-
stituents cannot afford. Most Ameri-
cans would lose their health insur-
ance plans if single-payer became
law and dramatic tax increases would
be unavoidable. Those tax increases
would fall across the board to meet
the tremendous cost of the program.

“There are millions of Americans
who lack access to affordable insur-
ance and millions more who have
been hit with soaring health care costs.
That’s why I’ve rallied behind cen-
trist health care proposals – like the
Problem Solver Caucus plan – to
drive down health care costs for all
Americans. These proposals have mo-
mentum in Congress and deserve sup-
port.

“I call on the Congressional Bud-
get Office to score the Sanders plan
as soon as possible so we can have
serious, nonpartisan figures to de-
bate.”

JON BRAMNICK
A Common Sense and Effective Voice for Us.

VOTE NOVEMBER 7TH  |   | 

Paid for by Bramnick for Assembly, Dan Connolly, Treasurer, 279 Watchung Fork, Westfield NJ 07090

…A LEADER WHO 
CAN DISTANCE 

HIMSELF FROM THE 
USUAL POLITICAL 

NONSENSE…

11/24/14

…AN ACCESSIBLE 
POLITICIAN, VERY 

DOWN TO EARTH, AND 
REFRESHINGLY, DOESN’T 

TAKE HIMSELF TOO 
SERIOUSLY.
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Date Is Set For WF Candidates Forum
WESTFIELD – Sponsored annually by The Westfield Leader, the Westfield

Candidates Forum is set for the evening of Wednesday, October 25 at 7 p.m. in the
Westfield Municipal Building. All Democrat and Republican candidates for mayor
and council have agreed to participate on this date. The public is invited and it will
be aired on www.goleader.com and on local TV-36.

The public and both parties are invited to submit questions and provide topics in
advance for discussion. Please submit any comments or questions to
editor@goleader.com by Friday, October 6.

Westfield Ward 4 Candidate: We Need
To Reassess Priorities For Road Repair

I Will Continue to Lobby NJ Transit
For more One-Seat Rides to NYC

It Is Time For Common Sense And
Consideration Of The Taxpayers

Earlier this month, the U.S. House of
Representatives approved funding for the
Gateway Tunnel project, with two new
tubes under the Hudson River for Amtrak
and New Jersey Transit trains. The Gate-
way Tunnel is critical for more one-seat
rides to and from Westfield and New
York during peak hours and weekends.
Direct train service on the Raritan Valley
Line to and from New York dramatically
improves property values and quality of
life for Westfield residents.

During my first campaign for Town
Council, I promised I would strongly
advocate for one-seat rides. Four years
later, one-seat rides were offered to and
from Westfield and NYC during midday
off peak hours, with weekday night ser-
vice offered one year later. Westfield
one-seat rides were achieved through the
hard work of the Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition, a non-profit, bi-partisan group

that has advocated for one-seat rides from
the Raritan Valley Line for over 20 years.
Much credit also goes to Mayor Skibitsky
and our Town Council, as well as our
state representatives Senator Kean, As-
semblyman Bramnick, and Assembly-
woman Muñoz for their relentless lobby-
ing efforts for Westfield.

Our ultimate goal is one-seat rides in
all time slots. The Gateway Tunnel project
will increase capacity into New York
Penn Station and allow commuters to
avoid having to switch trains in Newark.

In my next term, I will continue to
lobby NJ Transit for more one-seat rides
for Westfield so we don’t have to wait for
the Gateway Tunnel for peak service.
Please contact me with your thoughts on
any issue I can work on at
kloughlin@westfieldnj.gov.

Keith Loughlin
Westfield Councilman, Fourth Ward

As I’ve been knocking on doors
throughout Ward Four, I’ve met many
residents of our neighborhood. As these
residents talk with me in the doorways of
their homes that are meticulously and
lovingly cared for – from the colorful
flowers that line the walkways, to the
whimsical doorbells and charming cus-
tom mailboxes – a common theme of our
conversations is the degraded condition
of the streets in our neighborhoods. Of-
ten, the streets that these immaculate
homes sit on are in disrepair. The roads
we live on simply do not reflect the value
of the homes that line them, nor does our
tax burden explain the lack of services
being provided. Some residents have even
expressed their embarrassment when
guests who visit from other towns see the
condition of our streets.

As I’ve been campaigning through
Ward Four, I inquired how residents with
newly paved streets were able to accom-
plish that. They told me about petitions
that needed 30 signatures. They also told
me that residents contributed half the cost
of the paving. Indeed, this instruction is
on the town’s website. What? Aren’t our
taxes supposed to pay for that?

After consulting with other towns, they
appear to have very well considered and
executed plans in contrast to Westfield. It
is clear to me that we need to reassess
completely the priorities for road repair.
The onus should not be on homeowners

to determine which streets need atten-
tion. And residents should not need to
advocate, petition or pay for the paving of
our roads. This is what our tax revenue is
for. We lack the impetus and imagination
to consider an ambitious review and ini-
tiative not only catch up on repairs but
restore our streets to the standards com-
mensurate with the beauty and value of
our homes.

Additionally, we need an ordinance to
protect the streets that are finally com-
plete - If you are one of the lucky ones
who gets your street paved, it’s likely you
waited for years before it happened. Ha-
zel Avenue has not been paved in 42
years! Currently, Westfield does not have
an ordinance in place to protect the long
-awaited accomplishment of a newly
paved street. Ridgewood, for example,
protects its newly paved roads for five
years. We should too. This is a simple
correction to our code which will pre-
serve the value and longevity of the cov-
eted freshly paved streets. It is my plan to
shed a light on the logical and proactive
ways other towns function, and to high-
light the many areas of potential im-
provement to processes here in town.
Make no mistake – Westfield is a great
town. But there are things we can do
better.

Dawn Mackey, Westfield
Ward 4 Council Candidate

Who Are You To Believe, An
Assemblyman Or A Priest?

What took place against the Roselle
residents in the Union County Freeholder
meeting of September 14, 2017 could
only be called a travesty. In a 7-1 vote
(Freeholder Estrada voting no and Free-
holder Jalloh possibly being afraid to
show up since he hails from Roselle), the
Freeholders voted to guarantee the float-
ing of $59 million in bonds for a Roselle
Mind and Body complex (a project of
school, library recreation complex).

Prior to the vote, over the last four
Freeholder meetings, hundreds of Roselle
residents implored the Freeholders not to
vote yes. Their town would foot this
costly project’s bill, in essence doubling
the town’s debt over the state imposed
debt cap. The mayor of Roselle stated
their taxes right now are normally
$12,000-13,000. Others said out of 9,000
homes there are 1,500 homes in foreclo-
sure, 500 abandoned, many underwater
in mortgages. This project would increase
the taxes by $500/annually along with the
usual municipal, BOE and county tax
hikes.

And what we heard from a few of the
Freeholders was just talking point how
this huge boondoggle with its $59 mil-
lion cost will save the residents “millions
of dollars.” This is the same subterfuge
that merchandisers do to hoodwink con-
sumers into buying a product. Just say it’s
on sale. But to save money you have to
spend big money, whether they need the
product or not. Roselle residents said
they do not need it, suggesting to have a
referendum on the boondoggle or even
suggestions to downsize the project and
cost dramatically. The Freeholders are
simply the hoodwinked ones. Some resi-
dents pointed out that the agents of the
project had donated tens of thousands of
dollars to the Freeholders’ campaigns so
maybe it’s not just hoodwinked, but where
allegiances suddenly lie. Some residents
wished the Freeholders would be led out
in handcuffs.

As a Democrat, I am embarrassed that
the Union County Freeholders who are
all considered Democrats would put self-
interests, pay to play and cronyism first
before the financially beleaguered county
resident of Roselle. But for those who
have watched our county government
over the years, they have had multiple

failures of projects and programs costing
the taxpayers tens of millions of wasted
and abused dollars, but their politically
connected ones and their contributors
always come away with big paydays.

At least I came away from that horrible
meeting with one tidbit of levity. Assem-
blyman Holley at the microphone ac-
cused the opposition opponent, (with ini-
tials of AS), of being a trustee of St.
Joseph church in Roselle, and then stat-
ing the church would lose $1 million in
rent if this project goes through. A per-
son, (with initials of BB), stood up right
after Holley and read a letter written by
the head priest of St. Joe’s stating that AS
is not a trustee and that St. Joe’s only
receives $550,000 in rent. BB closed
with, “who are you to believe, an assem-
blyman or a priest?” Being that assem-
blyman Holley was involved in a scheme
with 54 allegedly fraudulent voter ballots
that ended up being tossed out by a judge,
the readers can certainly surmise the an-
swer.

The beleaguered taxpayers of Roselle
will be imposed upon with a huge tax
increase, and more homes will be fore-
closed and more houses will be aban-
doned. I call on the Democrats to de-
nounce this horrid financial scheme of
the county Freeholders.

It has come to tyranny at the top and we
must stand together to stop this travesty.
I feel so disappointed at my false county
government.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

At the September 14th meeting of the
Board of Chosen Freeholders, the all-
Democrat board consented to guarantee
thru the Improvement Authority the bonds
funding the $59 million Mind and Body
Complex in Roselle. I cannot imagine
what the reaction would have been in
Garwood if as mayor I presented a project
of this magnitude to the residents. Truth-
fully, I would have been busy deciding
what color feathers would go with my tar,
if I allowed a project with that price tag to
be approved.

The tax increase is projected to be in
the neighborhood of $600 and Roselle
homeowners are already paying thru the
roof. After speaking with several resi-
dents I learned that the average lot size is
40 x 100 and taxes are in the $8,000 –
$10,000 range. Average income is about
$42K. These folks are struggling.

This project is being approved on the
backs of the taxpayers who could face
loss of their homes or at the very least
severe loss of sleep over money worries,
it is totally inexcusable. The brainchild of
a former mayor, this complex is an over

compensation to the short comings of the
borough. The Board of Education could
have built a freestanding Early Child-
hood Education Center with space to
accommodate the library at a fee to the
town. The indoor swimming pool, con-
ference rooms and computer labs are
wish list items. A project with this high of
a price tag and this controversial should
go to the voters for approval. But I have
to believe that the powers that be realize
it would probably be voted down. All but
one Freeholder voted in the affirmative,
he saw unanswered questions; the others
should have followed his lead.

The GOP Candidates for Freeholder
Quattrocchi, Martini and Lijoi ask for
your vote of confidence this Election Day
Nov. 7th as it is time for some
commonsense not to mention consider-
ation of the taxpayers to be exercised on
the county government level. Email us at
FreeholderUC@gmail.com and visit us
on Facebook: Union County GOP Free-
holder Candidates.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Clark

Support for FW DEMs
Ask almost anyone in Fanwood and

they’ll tell you the same thing; this truly
is an incredible place to live. Time and
time again, publications throughout the
state and around the region have cited the
incredible quality of life as a reason to
call Fanwood home. Each of us proudly
served our neighbors on the Fanwood
Borough Council for many years. We
know what a rewarding experience...and
a challenging task it can be. That’s why
we’re proud that voters this year have two
outstanding choices in Councilman Russ
Huegel and Anthony “Coach” Carter.

Russ Huegel has been an outstanding
member of the Borough Council for the
last nine years. In that time, he has worked
tirelessly for our residents. He has played
a critical role in bringing curbside recy-
cling to our town. He’s held the line on
property taxes by controling spending
through the use of shared services with
our neighbors in Scotch Plains and
Garwood. Russ has also been a leading
voice in the downtown redevelopment
plan that has brought in-demand housing
units online and allowed new residents to
live and shop right in the heart of Fanwood.

Anthony “Coach” Carter has been
proudly serving the residents of Fanwood
for 16 years. Parents throughout our town
know him as someone who has helped
shape the lives of thousands of our chil-
dren through his work in a wide variety of
recreation programs. If you have raised
kids in Fanwood, odds are Anthony has
touched your lives in some way. We
know that if he’s given the chance to
serve on Council, he can do even more for
the place we all call home.

Although each of us ran as Republi-
cans, we know that dedication to one’s
community knows no party. On Novem-
ber 7th we will be proud to cast our votes
for Russ Huegel and Anthony “Coach”
Carter for Fanwood Borough Council.
We strongly urge you to join us.

Anthony Parenti, Mike Szuch

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Delacrimation – Wateriness of the

eyes
2. Turpitude – Baseness; vileness
3. Teil – The lime tree
4. Landloping – A vagabond

CROUPADE
1. A basin with a drain, near the altar of

a church, for the disposal of holy water
2. A leap in which a horse pulls his

hind legs up under his belly
3. A nightgown
4. A thrusting forward; a lunging

YAFFLE
1. An armful or handful
2. Scatter; disperse
3. To move in a hopping or skipping

manner
4. Putrid; foul-smelling

SCOPATE
1. Grooved or rutty
2. Having a notched, indented or scal-

loped edge as certain leaves.
3. Bristled; standing erect
4. Having a covering of bristly hairs

GRAUPEL
1. Living by begging or stealing
2. To delude by flattery
3. Soft sleet or hail
4. To rub or grind

Bottlenecks Are Likely Only to
Get Worse With New Housing

Our Communities Again Rally
To Aid Victims of Disaster

The hurricanes that cut devastating swaths through Texas,
Florida and the Caribbean within the past month, coupled
with the 7.1-magnitude earthquake that rocked central
Mexico just last week, have highlighted not only the extent
of nature’s fury but of the compassionate response to these
events. The rapid succession alone with which these cata-
clysms occurred, along with the scope of the destruction
and the numbers of people impacted, has left even those of
us thousands of miles away feeling overwhelmed by the
accounts and images that continue to be transmitted daily
from the affected areas. So much must be done and so much
is needed just to provide victims with shelter and other basic
needs; to help the injured heal and to rebuild communities.
Recovery efforts will take months and potentially years.

In the wake of such destruction, our area residents —
individually and collectively through various organiza-
tions — have once again answered the humanitarian call
to aid our neighbors, both within our borders and abroad.
It is an integral part of who our citizens are, and always
have been, and the way they respond when others are in
need following natural or man-made tragedies. We wit-
nessed it after 9/11, after Super Storm Sandy; this commit-
ment is in our blood and never wavers.

Local houses of worship, civic organizations, businesses,

emergency responders and others have been collecting
funds, clothing and other essentials, including pet supplies,
to be delivered to victims of the recent catastrophes. Blood
donations have been given as well to compensate for
shortages. A Hurricane Relief Benefit Concert, co-spon-
sored by the Union County Freeholders and the City of
Rahway, will be held this Sunday, October 1, from 5 to 8
p.m., at the Union County Performing Arts Center in
Rahway. Even young children have wanted to do their part;
local youngsters have sold lemonade and participated in
other endeavors to help those who lost so much.

During a year marked by more than the usual divisive-
ness, Americans have shown unity in rallying to aid the
scores of people now struggling to regroup following epic
disaster. Some victims have lost all their possessions, or
even loved ones, and now wrestle with myriad uncertain-
ties from day to day.

We commend all those from our area, and indeed from
throughout the country, who have responded so generously to
the natural disasters in our homeland and beyond. These
outreach efforts will go a long way in helping traumatized
populations survive the immediate aftermath of such destruc-
tion, while no doubt also giving them the strength to begin
rebuilding their communities and their lives.

Anyone who commutes by motor vehicle has
likely noticed the commute takes longer as our
highways and local thoroughfares often resemble
parking lots during morning and evening peak com-
muting times. And we are likely to see this only get
worse as high-density housing projects are either
completed, under construction or in the planning
stages in towns like Westfield, Cranford,
Mountainside and Scotch Plains.

Anyone driving on Route 22 westbound towards
Westfield in the morning knows traffic comes to a
virtual stop westbound during the morning rush.
Construction is underway for a 30-unit development
in Mountainside, called Alpine at Mountainside,
and another large one for 200 units was approved a
year ago by the Scotch Plains Planning Board for the
Bowcraft Amusement site. We can only imagine
what traffic is going to be like on the highway when
those commuters get on Route 22. Union Township
faces huge traffic issues along Route 82 (better
known as Morris Avenue) near Kean University,
which has undergone significant expansion in the
past decade.

Locally, 333 Central Avenue, Westfield, at South
Avenue, has opened and is home to 70 apartments,
while another 300 units is proposed for the Casale/
Petro properties on South Avenue in neighboring
Garwood. Additionally, Hartz Mountainside wants

to construct 900 units at 750 Walnut Avenue on the
Cranford/Clark border, which we can only imagine
will greatly impact traffic conditions on Raritan
Road and other roads like Central Avenue near the
Garden State Parkway’s Exit 135 in Clark.

Of course increased traffic also means traffic acci-
dents and added stress on our emergency services.
And there also is the wear and tear on the roads. Two
years ago Department of Transportation Commis-
sioner Jamie Fox told 101.5 FM, “We’re spending
more money on upkeep because of the wear and tear.
With more cars and trucks traveling over a small
road, particularly a local road, you’re going to spend
a lot more money whether it’s in potholes or up-
grades in general.”

In an effort to ease road construction, the state has
widened both the New Jersey Turnpike between
interchanges 6 and 9, with the number of lanes going
from 6 to 12. Also, 90 miles of new lanes between
Toms River and Egg Harbor have been added on the
Parkway and, closer to our area, a project is planned
to eliminate the Parkway bottleneck caused by traf-
fic headed to Route 280.

Our local governing bodies should start meeting to
discuss housing projects that are proposed in their
communities that will impact surrounding munici-
palities. Our county, state and federal representa-
tives also should be included in this discussion.

See more letters on page 14

It Takes a Master Plan
to Re-ignite Our

Downtown
When I walk around downtown and

speak with business owners and land-
lords who share their concerns about
vacancies, parking and infrastructure,
I ask myself – how did we get here?
Why is our downtown fading when
surrounding towns are thriving? There
is so much to love, but we can do
better, and should expect better.

The challenges in retail are well
known. Our current administration ra-
tionalizes Westfield’s vacancy rate by
acknowledging that the “retail para-
digm has shifted.” But, it’s not a new
phenomenon. The retail paradigm
shifted the day Amazon sold its first
book online in 1994. What we are
seeing now is the failure to recognize
this shift and adapt accordingly.

How did our Town officials not see
the inevitable impact of e-commerce,
growing at the expense of brick-and-
mortar retail? Why was there no pro-
active effort to reimagine our down-
town, as towns like Cranford, Sum-
mit, Somerville and Morristown have
done?

I saw it, and successfully led through
these challenges before.

As an Executive Vice President at
HBO, I was in charge of growing
HBO’s $4.5 billion U.S. business dur-
ing a time of extreme disruption from
innovative new competitors like
Netflix, who triggered a disruption
similar to what our downtown has
experienced with Amazon. I led my
150 person team through a digital
transformation that brought ‘Game of
Thrones’ from your TV to your
Smartphone and laptop, leading to
HBO’s best subscriber performance
in 30 years.

My experience has taught me the
best way to manage disruption is by
leaning into it, and leading with vi-
sion, courage, and selfless commit-
ment.

Vision is what I expected when I
heard about the Mayor’s formation of
the Downtown Task Force, in what
seemed like a reaction to the Trader
Joe’s collapse 3 months earlier. But
instead of creating a vision to reignite
Westfield’s downtown, we ended up
with a rushed “to do” list of recom-
mendations made by a select few, be-
hind closed doors.

When I look at the challenges we
face, I see possibility. But, in order for
us to transform possibility into reality,
we must recognize the scope of the
challenge, and implement solutions
that move us forward.

That’s why I’m committed to lead-
ing a community wide, collaborative
process to create a new master plan
that finally addresses development,
retail, parking, historic preservation,
and more, and replaces the outdated
plan from 15 years ago. A primary
goal is to strategically expand our tax
base so we can finally get the services
that are worthy of the high taxes we
already pay, and avoid relying on prop-
erty tax increases.

Developing innovative solutions
will require input and engagement
from all of our residents, irrespective
of who you know or party affiliation.
I’m excited to lead the effort as a full-
time volunteer Mayor and invite all of
us to work for Westfield.

More details on my full platform at:
brindleforwestfield.com.

I humbly ask for your vote on No-
vember 7.

Shelley Brindle
Candidate for Mayor

Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm; Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm

Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm; Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help
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Surviving The Retail Apocalypse Will
Require Proven Leadership

Why I am Running for the State
Assembly, District 22

Will Westfield’s Business District
Cancer Spread to Other Areas?

Managing Town’s Portion of Prop.
Taxes Prudently And Proficiently

Downtown Westfield. Not only is it
the centerpiece of our wonderful town,
but it is also a source of great pride, a
vibrant meeting place for friends and
families, and a vital shopping district for
our residents and visitors alike.

And so it comes as no surprise that
virtually every citizen of Westfield is
united in wanting to keep our downtown
thriving. But how? The answer, in my
opinion, is re-electing Mayor Andy
Skibitsky, a proven leader with a plan that
is already showing promising results.

The truth is, the struggle over retail
vacancies is not a local problem; it is a
national crisis. (Just this week, I am host-
ing a panel of executives from Nike,
Boxed.com and other retail experts to
dimensionalize the scope of the problem
at Advertising Week in NYC.) How chal-
lenging is it? In just the first six months of
2017, over 350 significant retailers filed
for bankruptcy. Many national chains,
like Coldwater Creek, filed for Chapter 7,
leaving in their wake large footprints that
are more difficult to rent. Anchor stores
are closing, including the Sears on Route
22, and just last week, Toys R Us filed for
Chapter 11. Let’s face it; we are in the
middle of a retail apocalypse.

Amazon is not the lone culprit. Retail-
ers everywhere have cannibalized their
brick and mortar sales through their own
e-tailing sites, and the rise of disruptor
brands like Warby-Parker, Boxed.com,
Casper and more create pressure on Mom
and Pop retailers, not just large chains.

But a more daunting challenge is not a
change in technology, but a change in
consumers. Millennials (Adults ~19-36),
are 80 million strong (20 percent larger
than Gen X), and they prefer experiences
to material goods. So it’s not just where
they’re buying; it’s what they’re buying.

That’s why the changes being made by
Mayor Skibitsky, the Town Council, the
Mayor’s Downtown Task Force and the
DWC are so critical to our future. No one
can stop corporations closing stores or
filing for bankruptcy, not can any leader
dictate what landlords may charge for
rent. What policy-makers can do is change
regulations and ordinances to foster rapid
change; and that’s exactly what is hap-
pening right now.

Mayor Skibitsky and the Town Coun-
cil acted quickly to start implementing

many of the more than 50 concrete rec-
ommendations made by the Task Force.
(If you haven’t read the report, please do!
You’ll find it on the Town website,
westfieldnj.gov). Changes include alter-
ing Land Use Ordinances to:

Streamline Permitted Use approvals to
make it easier for new stores to open

More public space, including an ex-
perimental “parklet” that has worked well
in other towns

Allowing tenants to share space, creat-
ing experiential shopping opportunities
in larger footprint spaces

Adding parking spaces and creating 15
minute zones

Decreasing hours for metered parking
And altering antiquated liquor laws

that allowed for improved service at
Ferraro’s and the opening of Addams
Tavern.

Many more changes are coming soon,
including updated meters, allowing for
suitable office use of ground floor units
which are not conducive to retail, allow-
ing walk-up windows, permitting craft
beer microbreweries and paint-and-sip
establishments, opening up the use of
rooftops and basements, and continued
improvements to parking, traffic flow,
and pedestrian spaces.

Opponents of the Mayor are painting a
doom and gloom picture of our town and
particularly downtown, which suits their
purposes, but is neither accurate nor con-
structive. As a registered Democrat, I
object to using frustration over national
politics to confuse voters over local is-
sues. And so do, I think, most
Westfielders. Maybe that’s why nearly
all of the dozen or so downtown business
owners I’ve spoken to personally are
supporting Mayor Skibitsky in Novem-
ber.

This is a critical juncture for our town
and our downtown in particular. That’s
why I’m so proud to be the husband of
Mayor Skibitsky’s campaign manager.
Because, regardless of party, we need
proven leadership, a positive attitude, a
supportive and neighborly environment,
and—importantly—we need to continue
the excellent work already underway to
keep Westfield vibrant and thriving.

John Barker
Westfield

I humbly ask for your vote on Tuesday,
November 7 so that we may continue
making Westfield an even more desirable
place to visit, live, and raise a family. I am
proud of the town’s progress under my
leadership and that of my colleagues on
the Town Council. These achievements
are numerous, real, and concrete and have
manifested themselves in the beautifica-
tion of the town, the receipt of national
accolades, our continued Triple A bond
rating, and the increase in our property
values. Our policies are working.

Over the coming weeks, I will outline
my platform in detail. (You can also read
the entire platform which was first pub-
lished online in mid-April at
www.andy2017.com). Specifically, I will
address the ways in which I will continue
to: manage the portion of property taxes
under the town’s control prudently and
proficiently; exercise successful and sus-
tainable fiscal management; support the
Downtown and the Westfield business
community; enhance our parks, recre-
ational facilities and public spaces; ad-
dress development and municipal land
use issues; and strive for balance.

First, taxes. As a taxpaying resident, I
know the plight of the Westfield tax-
payer. That is why, from the start, I pledged
to “do more with less” to control costs
and “pay as you go” to minimize debt,
and to do so without reducing municipal
services but, in fact, enhancing them
wherever possible. I have kept this prom-
ise. This policy of cost containment con-
tinues with the 2017 budget. For ex-
ample, salaries and wages in the aggre-
gate are below 2008 levels and the debt
service represents a very low 6 percent of
the 2017 operating budget.

As you may know, the town does not

levy or retain all of the property taxes it is
required by law to collect. In fact, the
town only controls approximately 16 per-
cent of the tax bill. Working with such a
small piece of the pie is challenging, but
we have managed to keep tax increases as
low as possible. For example, in 2015,
the increase was 1.9 percent; in 2016 the
increase was 1.7 percent; this year, the
increase is down to 1.43 percent. These
percentages are inclusive of all the allow-
able exemptions under the cap law, mean-
ing they are actually, not artificially, that
low.

We have managed to keep the tax in-
creases low through prudent planning
and smart fiscal management (as recog-
nized year after year by Standard &
Poor’s), which includes, among other
policies, shared services agreements with
neighboring towns. For example,
Westfield is the lead agency for a regional
health department. In that role, Westfield
serves seven other towns to provide health
services such as restaurant and pool in-
spections and immunizations. The par-
ticipating towns pay Westfield for these
services. Therefore, much of the Health
Department’s personnel salaries are cov-
ered by other municipalities instead of
our taxpayers.

I also believe that it’s important for our
residents to be informed as to how their
hard-earned money is spent. That is why
I mail out a letter to all residents every
year with the tax bill and publish the
budget presentation online.

If re-elected, I promise to continue to
manage the portion of property taxes
under the town’s control prudently and
efficiently.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
Westfield

Let’s face it, Westfield’s downtown
property vacancies are metastasiz-
ing. One needs to go back to the late
1970s to find similar problems. Then
you were dealing with a more na-
tional problem post Vietnam, social
unrest, double digit inflation, interest
rates heading to 20 percent, unem-
ployment approaching 10 percent
plus, the post Watergate malaise,
OPEC caused gas lines including ra-
tioning, ...

Look closely at the large number of
vacancies, about 100,000 square feet
town wide. Look at the turnover in the
Central Business District with ten-
ants replacing tenants, increasingly
every few years or less. Westfield
occupancy peaked in the early 2000s
but now Cranford, Clark, Garwood,
Fanwood, Morristown, Summit are
comparatively much better off than
they were in 2000. All of those towns
have had [and continue to have] ma-
jor rehabilitations, restorations and
new buildings constructed while

Westfield stagnated, aged and de-
clined. Its growth is reflected in park-
ing tickets, building/permit regula-
tions, real estate taxes and stagnation.

So far its residential areas are
strong, but cancer ignored and not
contained has a way of spreading. In
life when you stop growing, stop re-
storing and expanding your interests
and skills, you start declining and
dying. There is no status quo.

“When the team isn’t winning the
coach gets fired.” The present mayor
is the coach who has been so since
2005 and desires to continue so until
2022. Westfield is not a monarchy.
We have had too many years of reac-
tionary management style. This lack
of vision and forward leadership
helped allow other towns to catch up.
Westfield needs someone who directs
a “Lead, follow or get out of the way”
management style. A leader who an-
ticipates problems, not one who re-
acts to changes when it is too late.

Even if we don’t like it, Westfield is
surrounded by towns that are grow-
ing and either we get in charge of the
movement or we will be overtaken.
My observations and knowledge of
Westfield and the surrounds goes back
to 1948 when I started school in
Westfield. I have lived in the area
since then. I have been a Westfield
commercial property owner and a
former retailer since 1983.

Tim Harrington
Morris Township

I’m Rich Fortunato. I’m running for
the State Assembly in District 22 in the
election this year on November 7th.

I’m running for the Assembly because
over the last few years it has become
apparent to me that our Legislature,
through its inaction on important issues,
is hurting the people of New Jersey, mean-
ing you and me, our neighbors, and also
our children and their children.

It’s heartbreaking to meet people who
have lived in their communities for years
who are now having to move out because
their real estate taxes are too high. I’ve
met a number of government workers
who are concerned that the state will
either go back on its retirement promises
or will be broke when it comes time to pay
their pensions. I’ve met parents who wish
that they had more choices available to
them for their children’s education. And
I’ve met many people who are extremely
upset with the way their towns are being
forced by the courts to accept thousands
of new residential units, to be built by
profit hungry real estate developers, which
will destroy the quality of life which
made them choose to live in their towns in
the first place.

Legislators fail to see that what they
are doing either does now or will ulti-
mately hurt the people they represent.
And I don’t mean just financially. High
real estate taxes are driving people out of
New Jersey, and those that remain, espe-
cially seniors and others with low and

middle incomes, suffer, having to decide
how to budget among food, housing, nice
things for the family and taxes. When the
full brunt of the pension crisis hits, money
will dry up for many government services
which many people rely on. (Will the
state pay the pensions by cutting back on
social services and Medicaid?) Many of
our neighbors would very much like to
have the choice to send their kids to a
school other than the local public school
because they, as parents, think doing so
will give their kids a better education.
(Don’t parents usually know best what’s
good for their kids?) People are crying
out for sensible affordable housing poli-
cies which don’t destroy the character of
their towns.

Nothing gets done on these issues be-
cause doing so would hurt one or another
special interest, go against party dogma,
require some long-term thinking and ex-
ercising some economic skills. None of
those things are a priority for many of our
Assemblymen. Getting reelected and
keeping the party and the contributors
happy seems to be all that matters.

We as a people deserve better from our
Legislators than what we are getting. I
think I would do a better job for the
people of District 22 than Messrs. Green
and Kennedy. For more information visit
fortunatoforassembly.com. I ask that you
consider voting for me November 7th.

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains

Union County Freeholders Shabby
Treatment Of Westfield Taxpayers

Although the Town of Westfield col-
lects the entire amount of property tax
due from each resident, it only keeps 16
percent for its municipal budget. By law,
the town remits 84 percent of the total
amount it receives to others, including 24
percent to fund Union County’s bloated
budget.

This year, the average Westfield ho-
meowner will pay only $225 per month to
the town for the numerous municipal
services that Westfield provides to its
residents, including police and fire pro-
tection, school crossing guards, paving
and maintenance of 380 roads, public
health services, curbside recycling, leaf
collection and disposal, snow plowing,
storm water management, senior trans-
portation, municipal parks and play-
grounds, engineering, inspections, plan-
ning and zoning, and much more.

Compare that to the $335 per month
the average property owner will pay to

Union County for – what exactly? The
County will collect approximately $41.8
million from Westfield taxpayers this year,
an amount that almost equals the town’s
entire budget. The county’s total spend-
ing in 2017? More than half a billion
dollars. So that is what Union County
gives us – an upset stomach.

The aggregate taxes that Westfield resi-
dents pay to the town has increased, on
average, only 2.26 percent per year since
I took office. This year, the increase was
only 1.43 percent. During that same pe-
riod, the total amount we pay to Union
County has increased, on average, 7.39
percent annually, or more than 59 percent
over the past eight years.

Those who are quick to complain about
how Westfield has been run, including
the challengers in this year’s local elec-
tion, never seem to criticize the tax and
spend habits of Union County, to whom
we taxpayers pay far more and receive far
less. They won’t tell you, for example,
that Union County’s surplus is larger
than Westfield’s, because they then can’t
explain why county taxes increased at a
rate nearly twice as much as the town’s
taxes this year.

Given their silence on Union County’s
shabby treatment of Westfield taxpayers,
the opposition candidates apparently be-
lieve that Westfield should be governed
more like the county. On November 7,
Westfield residents will have the oppor-
tunity to let those candidates know
whether they agree with them.

Sam Della Fera
Westfield Councilman

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

1992 - 2017 • CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Veterans Day Passport Fair at  
Westfield Post Office 

153 Central Ave 
Westfield, NJ 07090 

MONDAY OCTOBER 9, 2017 
9:00AM-1:00PM

Come in without appointment to apply for a passport, get photo taken and sent out all in one day. 

For Additional Information visit us at: 
https://www.usps.com/international/passports.htm

Standard Processing  
4-6 weeks 
$80 UNDER age 16 
$110 OVER age 16 
Fees paid to: 
US Dept. Of State 

Expedited Processing 
 2-3 weeks 
$60 Expediting 
$15.45 Express Mail Return 
Fees paid to: 
US Dept. Of State 

Per Applicant Paid to: 
USPS 
$25 Execution Fee 
$15 Photos 
Expedited optional 
Express Mail $23.75 

Download & print or fill out applications in 
BLACK INK ONLY 

in advance at: 

www.travel.state.gov 

If you complete your application in advance 

DO NOT SIGN IT. 
You will be required to sign it in person when 

You bring it to a Post Office Location. 

ORIGINAL: 
Raised Seal Birth Certificate with Parental Information or Naturalization Document REQUIRED 

Cash, Check or Money Order only 

Habgood For Westfield Issues
Campaign Platform 2017

As a candidate for Ward One Town
Council, I would like to share my plat-
form with you. Please consider my plat-
form my promise to you. I pledge to serve
as efficiently and effectively as possible
taking advantage of my skills, profes-
sional expertise and long track record of
involvement in our town. Over the next
several weeks as Election Day approaches,
I will write follow-on letters to the editor
expanding upon the points below. I will
also be attending two to three Meet and
Greets each week hosted by neighbors
and friends. If you would like to learn
more in person, I invite you to email me
at linda@habgoodforwestfield.com and
I will include you on the guest list for an
upcoming event. I am also continuing my
efforts to knock on every door in the
Ward by November 7. I have visited
1,092 homes and counting. Please look
for me in your neighborhood!

Scrub the Budget; -Look at ways to
reduce costs, such as more shared service
solutions (i.e. Westfield Regional Health
Dept.); -Ensure that any surplus is asso-
ciated with a plan

-Hold open quarterly meetings to re-
port progress against the budget

Develop Projects that Create New
Revenue Streams and Enhance our Qual-
ity of Life

-Apply the standard of “highest and
best use” to all town assets

-Benchmark Westfield to Princeton,
Summit, others who are revitalizing their
Downtowns

-Structure low cost, long-term financ-
ing to maximize the benefits from our
AAA bond rating

-Study possibilities to establish shared
work spaces (e.g. WeWork) and an Arts
Center as part of a new Master Plan for
Downtown

Invite all Ward One Residents to Par-
ticipate

-Create an open application process
for Commissions

-Establish specialized Commissions to
address resident concerns

-Preserve our historic homes and pro-
tect our parks

Insist on Answers from Union County
-Meet quarterly with UC officials to

ensure our tax dollars are spent wisely
-Advocate for our fair share of grant

monies
-Look hard at eliminating local/county

services duplication in order to save
money

Tap into the Power of Youth and
further outreach to Seniors; -Listen to the
voices not always heard; -Invite the par-
ticipation of teens on Commissions

-Engage with youth to develop and
energize community service projects

Together, we can make Westfield work
better for you.

Linda Habgood
Ward 1 Candidate for Council

Letter Policy
Dear Candidates: You are welcome

to submit letters/position pieces in ev-
ery edition up until and including the
Thursday, October 26 newspaper edi-
tion. We will publish candidates’ let-
ters as a public service at no charge.

Letters should be 250 to 500 words
and must be received no later than the
Monday morning of the week to be
published. Letters shall not include per-
sonal attacks on opponents. Sign your
letters. No surrogate letters will be ac-
cepted. Our readers seek discussion of
the issues, recommendations and solu-
tions.

Press releases regarding campaign
events or fundraisers are deemed to be
advertising. Please contact
sales@goleader.com and our sales team
will be happy to assist you. Advertising
rates shall be equal for all. See http://
g o l e a d e r . c o m / c g i - b i n /
form.cgi?bulletin for further informa-
tion. Candidates that are not subscrib-
ers, please be our guest to a free, three-
month trial subscription to the newspa-
per. Sign up at goleader.com. Include
your customer number with your let-
ters to get priority consideration.

Reelect Our Asm.
Jon Bramnick

I’m a Democrat but Republican Jon
Bramnick has my vote for reelection to
the New Jersey General Assembly repre-
senting Union, Somerset and Morris
Counties in the 21st District.

Jon Bramnick has been our friend and
neighbor for 25 years and I’ve never met
a more honest and honorable person. He
takes a creative approach to problem-
solving and is bi-partisan all the way. He
has done more for our district and our
state than all other elected officials com-
bined.

I hope you’ll vote to reelect our As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick.

Tola Murphy-Baran
Westfield
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Westfield Library to Present
‘Sleepy Hollow’ October 4

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present an
adaptation of “The Legend of Sleepy
Hollow” on Wednesday, October 4,
at 7 p.m. This program is funded by
the Horizons Speakers Bureau of the
New Jersey Council for the Humani-
ties, a state partner of the National
Endowment for the Humanities.

A performance focused around a
spooky and twisted tale, this show
is an all new adaptation of the hor-
ror story written by Washington Irv-
ing. Presented by a performer from
the American Historical Theatre,
the interactive, one-man interpreta-
tion of the story of the headless
horseman will draw the audience
into the schoolmaster’s world in
sleepy Tarrytown, N.Y.

The program will end with a dra-
matic reading of the story’s post-
script, followed by a discussion
about Irving, the 19th-century au-
thor who also wrote “Rip Van
Winkle.”

The American Historical Theatre
is a nonprofit organization special-
izing in first-person, living history
presentations.

This program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. MURAL cardholders
belong to the 43 libraries that are
part of the Middlesex Union Recip-
rocal Agreement Libraries. To see
if one’s library is a MURAL partici-
pant, visit the Westfield Memorial
Library website, wmlnj.org, and
click on the “About Us” tab.

To register for the “Legend of
Sleepy Hollow” program, visit
wmlnj.org and click on the Online

Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library
hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Mon-
day through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to
5 p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1
to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information about li-
brary programs and services, call
(908) 789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and
sign up for the monthly e-newslet-
ter, “Library Loop,” or stop by the
library at 550 East Broad Street for
a copy of its award-winning, quar-
terly newsletter, “Take Note.”

Mountainside Library Lists
Book Sale, Program Dates

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has
scheduled various programs for Oc-
tober. The library will be closed on
Monday, October 9, in observance
of Columbus Day.

The Friends of the Mountainside
Library will hold their Annual Fall
Book Sale this month. Drop-off days
are Friday through Tuesday, Octo-
ber 20 to 24, during library hours,
and Wednesday, October 25, until
noon. Donations of gently-used
books, CDs, DVDs, audiobooks,
games and puzzles are requested.

Sale days are Friday and Saturday,
October 27 and 28, from 10 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. There also will be a “Bag
Day” on Monday, October 30, from
10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. All sale pro-
ceeds benefit the library by financ-
ing sponsorship of events such as
adult and children’s musical and edu-
cational programming.

Tuesday Night Movies include Tes-
tament of Youth (PG-13, 2015) on
October 3; Loving (PG-13, 2016) on
October 10; and Norman (R, 2017) on
October 17. The show time for each
movie is 6:30 p.m. There will be no
movie shown on October 24 and Octo-
ber 31 due to the Friends’ Book Sale.

Brown Bag Academy will be held
on the Mondays of October 2 and 16
only, at 1:15 p.m., due to the Book
Sale. The popular Great Courses Fall
Semester is already underway. This
semester will feature lectures by
Northwestern University Professor

David M. Meyer on “Experiencing
Hubble: Understanding the Greatest
Images of the Universe.” Attendees
are invited to bring their lunch; cof-
fee, tea and cookies will be served
for dessert. They also are encour-
aged to come early to ensure a seat.

“Genealogy Series: Celebrate Your
Family” will be presented on Thurs-
day, October 5, from 5:30 to 7 p.m., in
conjunction with October being des-
ignated as “Family History Month.”
Sandy VanderMeer of the
Mountainside Restoration Commit-
tee will be at the library for the first of
a three-part series entitled “Connect
to Your History.” This first program
will be an introduction to genealogy.
Free and open to the public, the pro-
gram is sponsored by Arbor Terrace
Mountainside. Interested persons are
asked to register for this program by
calling (908) 760-0599 or by calling
the library at (908) 233-0115.

Programs for later in October will
be announced. To register for library
programs, visit or call the library.
The Mountainside Public Library is
located at 1 Constitution Plaza.

CELEBRATION — These Westfield Area YMCA Second Grade Basketball
League participants had a great season.

Y Offers Clinics, Leagues
For Youth Basketball

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA is offering three-week
pre-season clinics and winter basket-
ball leagues for boys and girls in kin-
dergarten through age 14. The next
pre-season clinic session is registering
now for October 22 and 29 and No-
vember 5 to prepare young athletes for
the Winter Basketball League season.

Participants will learn fundamen-
tal skills through guided game-play
situations. Clinic times and skill
development vary by age group.
Clinic participants will receive 10
percent off Winter Basketball
Leagues. Registration is open now
for all Winter Basketball Leagues.
They are as follows:

Kindergarten-first grade Basket-
ball Leagues — Participants learn
basic basketball skills, team play and
sportsmanship with practice and
game time. Registration closes on
Monday, November 20, or when the
league is full. The season begins on
Sunday, December 10.

Second Grade Basketball League
— This league introduces a girls’ league
in addition to a boys’ league this year.
The goal of this level is to add struc-
ture to team play so young athletes
learn the flow of a basketball game.
Teams will execute man-to-man and
zone defenses. Athletes will be evalu-
ated in the skill areas of shooting,

passing and dribbling between 6 and 8
p.m. on Tuesday, November 21 (boys),
and 6 to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, November
28 (girls), at the Main Y Facility, lo-
cated at 220 Clark Street, Westfield, to
be placed on teams. Leagues begin
Saturday, December 9.

Third- and fourth-grade Mini-
Travel League — A co-ed league with
full-court play games and playoffs
with certified officials at the Westfield
Area YMCA, the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA and the JCC in Scotch
Plains. Participants must register by
Monday, November 13; the season
will begin November 20.

Travel Leagues (ages 10 to 14) —
This New Jersey Travel Basketball
League is competitive full-court play
with certified referees. There are 12
and Under and 14 and Under teams,
each with no more than a 12-person
roster. The season is November
through March, ending with a double
elimination tournament. Tryouts are
2 to 4 p.m. on Saturday, October 14,
at the Main Y Facility.

Registration is open online at
westfieldynj.org and at the Main Y
Facility Welcome Center. For more
information on the basketball leagues
and team sponsorship opportunities,
contact Amanda Aguirre at (908) 301-
YMCA (9622), extension no. 258, or
aaguirre@westfieldynj.org.

Library Continues Series
On WWI and America

SCOTCH PLAINS — As part of
the “World War I and America” se-
ries, the Scotch Plains Public Library
will host multiple lectures, discus-
sions and films during October and
November. The series commemorates
the centennial of American involve-
ment in World War I while also ex-
ploring the ongoing experiences of
United States veterans.

On Monday, October 2, at 6:30
p.m., actor Naim Shaw and Janna
Williams, a United States Air Force
veteran and coordinator of the Union
County Office of the Veteran Success
Center, will read selections from
“World War I and America” and in-
troduce the evening’s film, Thank You
for Your Service, a documentary by
Tom Donahue.

A readings-based discussion on race
and World War I, facilitated by Linda
Caldwell Epps, will take place on
Thursday, October 12, at 7 p.m. Read-
ings should be completed in prepara-
tion for the evening; they are avail-
able on the library’s website,
scotlib.org, or by visiting http://
ww1america.org/race-wwi.php. Pre-
registration is required for this event.

The following Thursday, October
19, at 7 p.m., Mark Lender, retired
chairman of the History Department
at Kean University, will lead a pro-
gram entitled “Home Front New Jer-
sey and World War I: Civil Liberties
and the War within the War.” It will
explore the home front experience of
New Jersey with a special focus on
the tension between the civil liberties
of those who opposed American par-

ticipation in the conflict and the mili-
tary needs of a country at war.

On Monday, October 23, at 7 p.m.,
Jessica Cooperman, assistant profes-
sor of Religious Studies and director
of Jewish Studies at Muhlenberg Col-
lege, will discuss an unintentional
consequence of involvement in World
War I — American religious plural-
ism and the depiction of Judaism and
Catholicism as equal partners to Prot-
estantism in the “three faiths of Ameri-
can democracy.”

Author and U.S. Army veteran Chris-
topher C. Gibbs will facilitate a read-
ing-based discussion on Thursday,
October 26, at 7 p.m., on the American
Home Front during World War I. Read-
ings should be done in preparation for
the evening. They are available online
by going to http://wwiamerica.org/
home-front.php. Mr. Gibbs is the au-
thor of “The Great Silent Majority:
Missouri’s Resistance to World War
I,” as well as six crime novels set in the
aftermath of the war. Pre-registration
is required for this event.

Further events in the series sched-
uled for November will be announced.
Registration is not required for these
programs, unless otherwise specified
above. For more information and to
see the listings for future events, go to
scotlib.org/2017/worldwarone, e-
mail library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or stop
by the library Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Needle Nite Group
Posts Next Meeting

FANWOOD — The next meeting
of the Needle Niters of the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church will be held on
Friday, October 6, at 7 p.m., in
Westminster Hall on Marian Avenue.

The quilters will continue to work
on the Strippy Quilt and the Cozy
Scarf patterns that were introduced
last month. Fabric and instructions
are still available for these items.

The knitters and those who crochet
will continue to work on the items they
make for the different charities. All are
welcome to come and see what is
being done and to join the group.

If fabric, batting or yarn is needed,
Needle Niters may e-mail their re-
quests to needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.

For further information about these
projects or directions to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891, e-mail
admin@fanwoodpc.org or check the
website, fanwoodpc.org.

Classes to Be Offered
In Moving Meditation
WESTFIELD — Moving Medita-

tion classes will be offered on Monday
evenings, October 2 to 30, from 6:30
to 7:15 p.m., at the First Congrega-
tional Church, located at 125 Elmer
Street, Westfield. A suggested dona-
tion of $15 to $20 will benefit the
Waysharers, an outreach program for
adults with developmental disabilities.

Moving Meditation is a simple,
graceful movement based on ancient
Asian Qigong wellness systems. Ben-
efits include stress reduction, flexibil-
ity and enhanced wellness. The prac-
tice is performed standing up and ordi-
nary street clothing is appropriate.

Leading the classes will be Laura
Berzofsky, a certified Integral Tai Chi
and Qigong instructor with the Inter-
national Integral Qigong and Tai Chi
Institute at Santa Barbara College of
Oriental Medicine and a member of
the National Qigong Association.

For additional information or to
register, call Ms. Berzofsky at (908)
232-0169. Drop-in students also are
welcome.

Wednesday Morning Club
To Kick Off Fall Season

WESTFIELD — The Wednesday
Morning Club will hold its first meet-
ing of the fall season on Wednesday,
October 4. Club President Sue
Driscoll will preside. Stephanie
Murphy, the development associate
at Greenwood Gardens, will be the
guest speaker. Greenwood Gardens
is a 28-acre public historic garden in
Short Hills. After more than a century
of private ownership, Greenwood
Gardens today is a nonprofit organi-
zation open to and supported by the
public. Ms. Murphy will discuss the
history of the gardens, events and
programs taking place there and plans
for future workshops and events.

The meeting will begin at 10 a.m. at
the Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue. The
public is invited.

The club’s Public Affairs Depart-
ment will meet at the home of Barbara
Jackson on Tuesday, October 10, at 1
p.m. The guest speaker is a representa-
tive of the Muslim community and
will provide an overview of the Mus-
lim culture and experience.

The American Arts and Crafts De-
partment will meet on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 17, at Fire Me Up Studio, with the
gathering time to be announced. The
studio is located at 117 North Union
Avenue, Cranford.

On Wednesday, October 18, the
club will hold a luncheon at 1 p.m. at
Giovanna’s Restaurant, located at
1462 South Avenue, Plainfield. Guest
speaker Mary Lillian Root will relate
“Growing Up in the Tenements of

New York.”
The Literature Department will

meet on Monday, October 23, at 1
p.m., in the home of Edie Coogan.
Barbara Jackson will lead a discus-
sion of the book entitled “Modoc” by
Ralph Helfer, the true story of a spe-
cial friendship between an elephant
and a boy that spans seven decades.

For more information about the
Wednesday Morning Club, call Vice-
President Carol Moran at (908) 233-
5635 or email caromm@comcast.net.

Library to Conduct
Used Book Sale

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library invite
the community to visit their used book
sale in the Friendly Book Cellar at the
Cranford Public Library on Wednes-
day, October 11, 4 to 8:30 p.m.; Thurs-
day and Friday, October 12 and 13,
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Saturday,
October 14, 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Items for sale include more than
10,000 adult and children’s books, as
well as CDs, DVDs and recorded
books. Prices will range from 25 cents
to $2, except for a few specially-
marked items. Saturday will be Bag
Day, when shoppers can fill a bag
with books for $8.

The library is located at 224 Wal-
nut Avenue, Cranford. The entrance
to the sale is through the side door,
just off the main parking lot. The sale
is wheelchair-accessible. Proceeds
will benefit the library.

UNICO CONVENTION...Six delegates and officers of the Westfield Chapter of
UNICO recently attended the four-day UNICO National Convention in Scottsdale,
Ariz. Each year UNICO National raises and distributes over $1 million for
scholarships and charities. Locally, the Westfield chapter awards scholarship
grants to three Westfield High School seniors. At this year’s convention, the
Westfield chapter’s Anthony Bengivenga was installed as the national member-
ship director, while Bob Tarte was installed as chapter president. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Seated, Mr. Bengivenga, Mr. Tarte and Vice-President Mike
Colucci, and standing, Rachel Bengivenga, Past National President Dr. Ann
Walko and Deanna DeMarco. For information on joining the Westfield Chapter
of UNICO, call Mr. Tarte at (908) 337-0141 or e-mail him at rjt329@yahoo.com.

Celebrations Comm.
Seeks New Volunteers
GARWOOD — The Garwood Pub-

lic Celebrations and Events Commit-
tee is seeking new volunteers to join its
ranks to benefit the local community.

This fall and holiday season, the
committee will present a pumpkin
carving contest, Halloween house
decorating contest, a Christmas tree
lighting and a holiday house decorat-
ing contest. Additionally, luminaries
returned to Garwood last year and
will again be for sale this year.

The Pumpkin Carving Contest will
be held on Saturday, October 28, at 4
p.m. It will take place in the First Aid
Squad parking lot across from Lin-
coln School on Second Avenue.

The Celebrations Committee also
presents the annual Egg Hunt and
Memorial Day remembrance events
and works in conjunction with local
sponsors of Movie Under the Stars.

Any resident of Garwood is wel-
come to join the committee. Interested
persons may contact Mayor Charles
Lombardo at
CLombardo@garwood.org or (908)
789-0508. They also may reach out to
the committee directly by e-mailing
garwoodcelebrations@garwood.org.
The community is invited to follow the
group on Facebook at “Garwood Cel-
ebrations” or check out garwood.org
for updates on events and more.

TASTY TREAT...Rabbi Howard Tilman of Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch
Plains was a “celebrity scooper” at Rocko’s Ice Cream in Fanwood the evening of
September 6. The back-to-school social was sponsored by the synagogue’s reli-
gious school, which offers instruction for students in pre-kindergarten through
high school. First grader Nate Melville was excited about classes starting at the
religious school after receiving an ice cream cone from the rabbi.

New Librarian Wants
Input From Teens

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library has announced
that it has hired its first full-time teen
services librarian. According to the
library, Dana Vocht comes to her new
position “with strong experience,
good ideas and lots of enthusiasm for
working with high-school and middle-
school students on library programs
and projects that they will enjoy.”

Teens in grades 5 through 12 and
their families are invited to an open
house to welcome Ms. Vocht to Scotch
Plains on Wednesday, October 11,
from 6 to 7 p.m. Refreshments will be
served and Ms. Vocht will share some
of her plans. She especially wants to
hear from the teens, including what
they want to see at the library.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township. Information about
library programs for all ages can be
found at scotlib.org.

Free Practice Tests
Set For ACT, SAT

SCOTCH PLAINS — Above Grade
Level of Union County will offer a free
proctored ACT Practice Test at the
Scotch Plains Public Library on Satur-
day, October 14, at 9 a.m., and a free
proctored SAT test at the library on
Saturday, October 28, also at 9 a.m.

These tests are being offered as a
community service with no obliga-
tion or solicitation. Space is limited
and registration is required.

To register, go to scotlib.org, e-
mail library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, stop
by the library Reference Desk or
contact Above Grade Level directly
at (908) 889-6396 or
gswitsky@abovegradelevel.com.
The Scotch Plains Public Library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the cen-
ter of the township.

Old Guard to Learn About
Power Generation Trends

SUMMIT AREA — Thomas G.
Laughlin, executive director of the
American Society of Mechanical
Engineers, will speak to the Summit
Area Old Guard at its Tuesday, Oc-
tober 3 meeting. He will talk about
“Trends in Power Generation and
Distribution.”

Mr. Laughlin has iden-
tified several ways in
which power generation is
going through a radical
change. Supercritical
boiler technology is being
installed. Regional/local
generation is being ex-
panded. Ultra-high voltage
power lines are being in-
stalled. Renewable energy
is being “mainstreamed.”
Battery capacity is being
increased, as evidenced by
the more than 400,000 new
Teslas hitting the road in the months
ahead. Despite these “radical
changes,” as of 2008, in the United
States, 70 percent of electric power
was generated by fossil fuels (coal,
oil and gas); in China, 80 percent, and
in France, only 10 percent. France
gets a significant portion of its elec-
tricity from nuclear.

In the United States, electricity
generation accounts for nearly 40
percent of emissions, the largest of
any source. Transportation emis-

sions are close behind, contribut-
ing about one-third of the United
States’ production of carbon diox-
ide. In the United States, fossil fuel
combustion for electric power gen-
eration is responsible for 65 per-
cent of all emissions of sulfur di-

oxide, the main compo-
nent of acid rain. Elec-
tricity generation is the
fourth highest com-
bined source of NOx,
carbon monoxide and
particulate matter in the
United States. Emis-
sions from nuclear
power were three times
lower per kilowatt hour
than those of solar, four
times lower than clean
coal and 36 times lower
than conventional coal.

All active men age 50-
plus are invited to attend the Tuesday
morning meetings of the Summit Area
Old Guard. Meetings are held at the
New Providence Municipal Center,
located at 360 Elkwood Avenue, New
Providence. A coffee hour starts at
9:15 a.m., followed by a 10 a.m.
business meeting brightened by sing-
ing and humor. Guest speakers begin
their talk at 10:30 a.m.

For more information, call Jim
Hewitt at (908) 233-5507 or log onto
the website summitoldguard.org.

Thomas G. Laughlin

‘Faith and the Front Page’
Begins Monday at FCC

WESTFIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield
welcomes the public to “Faith and
the Front Page,” a popular series
of Adult Studies programs, begin-
ning on Monday, October 2.

Health care, climate change,
Charlottesville and North Korea
are just some of the significant is-
sues that will be discussed from
their spiritual and faith dimensions.
Participants are invited to join in
for lively, thoughtful and impor-
tant conversation on any or all of
the five consecutive Monday eve-
nings through October 23 from 7:30
to 8:30 p.m. in the church’s Chapel
Lounge.

The church’s monthly Tuesday
Night Prayer and Meditation will
take place on October 10, from
7:30 to 8:30 p.m., in the sanctuary.
Participants will learn about and
share in a variety of prayer and
meditative practices and will have
an opportunity to offer their own
prayer concerns. All evenings are
free and open to the public.

First Congregational Church, a
member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer
Street, Westfield. For additional
information, call the church office
at (908) 233-2494 or visit the
church website at
fccofwestfield.org.
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Scholar to Discuss Potemkin
At First Wed. Luncheon

WESTFIELD — As part of the
Westfield Historical Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon series, Carole
Shaffer-Koros, Ph.D., will present a
talk October 4 entitled “A Failed
Russian Revolution: The Battleship
Potemkin Mutiny.” The event will
begin at noon at the Echo Lake Coun-
try Club, located at 515 Springfield
Avenue, Westfield.

The guest speaker is professor
emerita of English and History and
founding dean of the School of Visual
and Performing Arts at Kean Univer-
sity. She taught full time for 38 years
and part time for six years in the
Departments of English, Spanish,
History and Music. Until recently,
Professor Shaffer-Koros taught as an
adjunct in the Master of Arts in Holo-
caust and Genocide Studies program
at Kean. She is a scholar in American
Literature and has written and pub-
lished on such figures as Edith
Wharton, Edgar Allan Poe,
Gwendolyn Brooks and Nathaniel
Hawthorne, as well as major writers
from around the world.

Professor Shaffer-Koros holds a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Spanish
from Douglass College, Rutgers Uni-
versity, and a Master of Arts and Ph.D.
in Romance Languages from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. She has been

working on a long-term project on
alchemy in the works of 19th-century
American authors, especially Poe and
Hawthorne. Professor Shaffer-Koros
has taught over 25 different courses,
including Literature and Film of the
Holocaust, and currently serves as trea-
surer of the Edith Wharton Society, the
International Poe Studies Association
and the Genealogical Society of the
West Fields.

She also is a member of the plan-
ning board for the International
Hawthorne and Poe Conference to be
held in Kyoto, Japan, in June 2018.

Those wishing to attend the lun-
cheon may make a reservation by
calling Mary at (908) 233-2930 by
noon on Friday, September 29. The
luncheon fee is $35 for Westfield
Historical Society members and $40
for non-members and includes a three-
course meal, coffee/tea and gratuity.
The luncheon fee may be paid at the
door. Westfield Historical Society
memberships also will be available at
the luncheon.

For Echo Lake Country Club dress
code information, visit
echolakecc.org/club.

For more information on Westfield
Historical Society events, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and like
the group on Facebook.

MISSION TO DENVER...Youth from the First Congregational Church of
Westfield and their adult chaperones gather to enjoy the rugged yet scenic
landscape during their summer mission trip to Denver, Colo., where they spent
a week working with various agencies that serve disadvantaged and special-
needs populations.

FCC Group Spends Week
On Mission Trip to Denver

WESTFIELD — Youth and adults
of the First Congregational Church
(FCC) of Westfield recently spent a
week devoted to volunteering, edu-
cation and living with members from
other churches throughout the coun-
try during their mission trip to Den-
ver, Colo.

Arriving at the Mile High City, 17
youth and 11 chaperones from FCC
worked with DOOR (Discovering
Opportunities for Outreach and Re-
flection) from July 9 to 15 in serv-
ing 10 agencies throughout Denver
and the surrounding area.

Split into five teams, the groups
donated their time to working with
efforts such as The King Adult Day
Enrichment Program, a life-affirm-
ing day program for people with
multiple sclerosis, traumatic brain
injury and other acquired neuro-
logical conditions; Food Bank of
the Rockies, the largest hunger-re-
lief organization in the Rocky
Mountain region, and Brothers Re-
development, which provides af-
fordable housing for low-income
families.

When not serving, the group
headed to the foothills of the Rocky
Mountains to explore Red Rocks,
the Town of Morrison, and the Red
Rocks Trading Post and Hiking
Trail. They also visited the grave of
Buffalo Bill Cody and took a tour of
the Denver Broncos’ Sports Author-
ity Field at Mile High Stadium.

The FCC contingent was led by
the Reverend Mark Boyea, senior

minister, and the Reverend Joy
Mounts, associate minister. Chap-
erones included Cindy and Kelsey
Boyea, Steve Elkin, Geoff Marino,
Steve Motyczka, Ani Hsu Obrock,
Joe Regan, Lisa Riedell, Denise
Schifando and Deb Volz. Student
representatives included Grace
Ahlen, Michael Bonnell, Joey and
Laurel Elkin, Nattie Fountain-
Jardim, Joey Larmore, Mason
Marino, Madeline and Margo
Motyczka, David Riedell, Jonathan
Saminski, Giavanna Schifando,
Isaac Scott, Rachel Synder-Mounts,
Maggie Traina and Zach Volz.

This is the 10th consecutive sum-
mer that the First Congregational
Church has participated in this kind
of trip. Previous trips have included
visits to Washington, D.C., New
Orleans, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh,
West Virginia, Wyoming, San An-
tonio, Vermont and Chicago.
Themed fundraisers throughout the
year help underwrite the cost of
travel. New this year was “Tag the
Bag,” where the name of each per-
son who made a donation was writ-
ten (tagged) on a backpack that was
brought to Denver, and a Trivia
Night dinner and silent auction.

The First Congregational Church,
a member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer
Street, Westfield. For additional in-
formation on Youth and Outreach
opportunities, call (908) 233-2494
or visit the church website at
fccofwestfield.org.

Douglas W. Seldin and Dara C. Silverman

Dara C. Silverman
Weds Douglas W. Seldin

Dara Callie Silverman, the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Martin Silverman
of Westfield, was married on Satur-
day, May 13, to Douglas West Seldin.
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter
Seldin of New Canaan, Conn.

The late afternoon ceremony took
place at the Saratoga National Golf
Club in Saratoga Springs, N.Y., with
Terrance Clarke, a dear friend of the
bride and groom, officiating. A re-
ception followed at the club.

Given in marriage by her mother
and father, the bride wore an Alvina
Valenta ball gown, featuring ivory
tulle and lace.

Miss Katy Cockrell of Fanwood
was the maid of honor for her long-
time friend. The bridal attendants in-
cluded Kristen Caruana of Washing-
ton, D.C., Gabriella Napoli of New
York City, Bobby O’Rourke of New
York City, Janet Katzin of Cleveland,
Ohio, Nikki Cicurel of Los Angeles,
Calif, and the couple’s goddaughter,
junior bridesmaid Malena Cararro of
Pittsburgh, Pa. The young women
wore varying shades of lavender and
Mr. O’Rourke wore a black tuxedo.

Matthew Seldin of Boulder, Colo.,
brother of the bridegroom, was the
best man. Serving as groomspeople
were Kevin Harvell of Lenox, Mass.,
Kaileela Hobby of New York City,
Michael Burnett of Lenox, Mass.,
James Bilnoski of Lenox, Mass., and
the couple’s goddaughter, junior
groomsperson Sofia Cararro of Pitts-
burgh, Pa.

Mr. Clarke did a humorous and

poignant presentation on the scien-
tific underpinning of marriage in con-
temporary America. Mr. Kevin
Colman, Director of Education at
Shakespeare & Company in Lenox,
Mass., shared thoughts on marriage,
and a blessing from Shakespeare was
read by the couple’s mentors, actors
and directors Jenna Ware, Jonathan
Croy and Thomas Jaeger. As both the
bride and groom are trained in the art
of stage violence, they surprised their
friends and family by preceding the
first dance with a “first sword fight.”

A 2009 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned a Bachelor
of Science degree in Theater from
Skidmore College in 2013. She is an
actor and teaching artist at
Shakespeare & Company in Lenox,
Mass. The bridegroom, a 2004 gradu-
ate of St. Luke’s School in New
Canaan, Conn., earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in Theater from
Skidmore College in 2008. He is
employed as an actor, fight director
and professor at Shakespeare & Com-
pany in Lenox, Mass.

A rehearsal dinner was held the
evening before the wedding at
Sperry’s Restaurant in Saratoga
Springs.

A bridal brunch was held at the
Publick House in Mountainside by
the mother of the bride, Trudy
Silverman; the Maid of Honor, Katy
Cockrell, and the Maid of Honor’s
mother, Suzanne Cockrell.

Following a wedding trip to Spain,
the couple resides in Pittsfield, Mass.

Photo courtesy of Nancy Noonan, Cranford
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS...Beloved pets are blessed at the Trinity Episco-
pal Church of Cranford. A Blessing of the Animals will again take place at the
church this Sunday, October 1, at the 8 and 10 a.m. services. The church is located
at 119 Forest Avenue.

Blessing of Animals to Be
Held Sunday at Trinity

CRANFORD — A Blessing of Ani-
mals ceremony will be held this Sun-
day, October 1, during the 8 a.m. and
10 a.m. services at the Trinity Episco-
pal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford. Inspired by St.
Francis of Assisi’s legendary love for
animals, Blessing of the Animals has
become an annual celebration of the
love and companionship between
people and their pets.

“Anatole France’s quote, ‘Until one
has loved an animal, a part of one’s
soul remains unawakened,’ says it

best,” said the Reverend Andy Kruger,
Trinity’s Priest-in-Charge.

Everyone is invited to bring their
pets to receive a blessing. It is re-
quested that cats and birds be kept in
carriers and cages and dogs on leashes.
People also can bring in photographs
of pets that are too ill to attend or are
deceased to receive a blessing. Small
children who do not have pets may
bring in stuffed animals to receive a
blessing. Information about low-cost
spay and neutering will be available.

Founded in 1872, Trinity is a faith-
based family church that welcomes
all people and strives to “know Christ
and to make him known through
faith, fellowship and service.” Sun-
day services, celebrated by Rever-
end Kruger, are at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
For more information, call (908) 276-
4047 or visit trinitycranford.org/.
Trinity also provides Trinity Episco-
pal Day School (TEDS), a state-
licensed facility serving children age
2½ through kindergarten. To learn
more about TEDS, call (908) 276-
2881 or visit tedscranford.org.

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq.,

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey, 07016
(908) 272-0200

www.dughihewit.com

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support
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Sensory Library Open
To Kids With Autism
CRANFORD — The Cranford Pub-

lic Library will host its first-ever Sen-
sory Library Time from 6 to 8 p.m. on
Friday, November 10. This after-hours
program was created for children with
autism and their families.

Families will enjoy browsing the
collection in a space that minimizes
unnecessary stimulation while con-
necting with each other. Towards the
end of this activity, two sessions of a
small group program will take place.

Jammin’ Jenn, a certified music
therapist with years of experience
working with children with autism,
will lead a musical program from
6:30 to 7 p.m. and another from 7 to
7:30 p.m. Tickets for small group
programs will be given out on a first-
come, first-served basis beginning at
6 p.m. on the day of the program.

Sensory Library Time will be held
monthly. Registration is not required.
This free program is sponsored by a
grant from the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders. For a list of
other upcoming programs, visit
cranfordlibrary.org.

Library Slates ‘Art Tour’
On Dutch Golden Age

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present “An
Armchair Art Tour: Paintings of
the Dutch Golden Age” on Satur-
day, October 7, at 2 p.m. The li-
brary is located at 550 East Broad
Street.

Dutch paintings will be presented
by Michael Norris, Ph.D., who was
an art educator at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York for
many years.

He will discuss the part of the
Metropolitan Museum of Art de-
voted to the pictures of Frans Hals,
Jan Vermeer and Rembrandt von
Rijn. He also will talk about the
Dutch Republic in its 17th-century
heyday, including the tulip mania
and the Flying Dutchman.

Mr. Morris earned his Bachelor
of Arts in Classics from the Uni-
versity of California at San Diego,
and his Master of Arts in Classics
and Ph.D. in Art History at the
University of California at Santa
Barbara. He spent 20 years at the
Cloisters Museum, the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art and has lec-
tured on trips all over the world.

This program is free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 43 li-
braries that  are part  of  the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal
Agreement Libraries. Interested
persons are advised to check the
Westfield Memorial  Library
website, wmlnj.org, to see if their
library is a MURAL participant.
To register for the “Armchair Art
Tour,” visit wmlnj.org and click on
the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library
hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Mon-
day through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to
5 p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1
to 5 p.m. on Sunday. The library
will be closed Monday, October 9,
for Columbus Day.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter,
“Library Loop,” or stop by the li-
brary for a copy of its award-win-
ning, quarterly newsletter, “Take
Note.”

NAMI Offers Family Support Group
CRANFORD — The new NAMI

(National Alliance on Mental Ill-
ness)-Union County Family Sup-
port Group will meet on Tuesday,
October 17. Meetings are held on
the third Tuesday of the month at
7:30 p.m. at the First Presbyterian
Church, located at 11 Springfield
Avenue, Cranford.

Attendees can park on the street
or in the Gray Funeral Home lot
across the street from the church, if
Gray’s lights are off, which means
no services. Follow the NAMI sign

posted on the church’s side en-
trance on Springfield Avenue.

The NAMI Family Support
Group is a peer-led support group
for families, caregivers and loved
ones of individuals with mental ill-
ness. Participants will have an op-
portunity to gain insight from those
sharing their challenges and suc-
cesses under similar circumstances.
For more information about this
program, e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com or
call (908) 233-1628.

Registration Available
For Ice Hockey

WESTFIELD — Registration is
open for the 2017-2018 season of
Westfield Ice Hockey. Westfield will
offer a Mite team for boys and girls 4
to 8 years old and middle-school level
for players in grades 6 to 8. To regis-
ter, visit westfieldicehockey.net.

ADS PLACED IN

THE LEADER/TIMES

BRING RESULTS
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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

RE-ELECT FOR MAYOR

Paid for by Re-Elect Skibitsky for Mayor, Mariella Foley, Treasurer, 241 North Ave. West, Suite 300, Westfield, NJ 07090

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore running back Tim
Alliegro scored three rushing touch-
downs during the Westfield High
School football team’s 23-7 victory
over Franklin on September 22 in
Somerset. Following up on a record-
setting 42-carry performance a week
earlier against Ridge, Alliegro got a
break of sorts, rushing the ball just 25
times for 181 yards this time around.
The victory kept the Blue Devils un-
defeated on the season and extended
their state-best winning streak to 28
games.

“We’re 3-0 as far as I’m concerned,”
said Westfield Head Coach Jim
DeSarno. “That is the way we are
approaching it.”

Despite the final score, this latest
triumph was far from easy. Westfield
got off to a fast start in the game. After
holding Franklin to a three-and-out,
the Blue Devils took possession of
the ball at their 25 yards. On their
second play from scrimmage, the Blue
Devil offensive line opened a huge
hole up the middle that Alliegro
popped through for a 38-yard gain to
the Warrior 35-yard line. Two plays
later, Alliegro bounced a designed

middle run outside to the right and
raced in for a 21-yard touchdown
with 6:42 left in the opening quarter.

Westfield extended the lead mid-
way through the second quarter when
with the Warriors backed up to punt
from their seven-yard line, Noah Levy
broke open through the middle of the
line and blocked the punt out of the
end zone for a safety.

The Westtfield defense was stifling
early as well, holding the Franklin
offense without a first down until just
3:04 remained in the first half. But
that initial first down of the game

ALLIEGRO RUSHES FOR 3 TOUCHDOWNS, 181 YARDS; LEVY BLOCKS PUNT, SAFETY; ORTIZ MAKES 13 TACKLES

Blue Devil Gridders Run Past Franklin Twp. Warriors, 23-7

CURREN 2 TDs; CADET TD; CASSARO INT, ARROYO INT

Cougars Step Up; ‘Run’ Past
Rahway Indian Gridders, 24-14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Effective play initiated by the Cou-
gars’ defensive line in the first half
quickly influenced the defensive
backfield early in the second half then
the offense followed suit, along with
the special teams, as the Cranford High
School football team erased a 14-0,
first-half deficit to earn a 24-14 victory
over the Rahway Indians at Memorial
Field in Cranford on September 22.
The 2-1 Indians, who defeated Hill-
side, 35-21, and Governor Livingston,
42-14, were limited to 55 total yards
rushing — only eight yards in the
second half, and 129 of their 182 yards

passing came in the first half.
“We talk about it all the time and it

has really been a mirror of what we’ve
done in the preseason at times and in
practices that we have not been able
to get everybody to be on the same
page. I told them, ‘What makes foot-
ball great and what makes it difficult
is that you’ve got to have everybody
doing what they are supposed to do on
every play and it can be done and you
can do it.” Tonight we started to look
like more of the same in the first half,
having a couple of good plays then
letting up the big one. You lose foot-
ball games when you do that. Then in
the second half, they put a good half

of football together,” Cougar Head
Coach Erik Rosenmeier said.

The first quarter was scoreless but
the Indians were on the move early in
the second quarter until linebacker
Dylan Budnik (4 tackles, sack) recov-
ered a Rahway fumble on the Cranford
nine. However, on their next posses-
sion, the Indians put together an eight-
play, 66-yard scoring drive that ended
with quarterback Jakir Robinson
hooking up with wide receiver
Keyshawn Cummings for a 27-yard
touchdown with 6:12 on the clock.
Four minutes later, Robinson found
Jerish Halsey in the left corner of the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING TOWARDS PAY DIRT...Cougar quarterback Dan Curren, No. 5, breaks through the Rahway defense and heads
towards the end zone. Curren had touchdown runs of 31 yards and 18 yards in the 24-14 victory.

Laura Ortiz for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING A GRASP ON A WARRIOR...Blue Devils co-captain Adam McDaniel, No. 2, gets a grasp on the Warrior running
back as the rest of the Blue Devil defense closes in. Westfield defeated Franklin, 23-7, in Somerset on September 22.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTEMPTING TO DODGE SOME SPARTANS...Raider quarterback Cooper Heisey, No. 15, finds himself amongst a host
of Spartans. Immaculata took advantage of Raider inconsistencies seize a 56-23 victory. See story on page 11

More photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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MUSKUS SCORES, McNEELY ASSIST, KESSLER 3 SAVES

Soccer Raider Girls Slip Past
Union Catholic Vikings, 1-0

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A lone goal from Erika Muskus in
the 64th minute was all the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
soccer team could muster but it was
just enough to edge past a stubborn
Union Catholic team, 1-0, in a game
played on September 19 at Union
Catholic High School. For much of
the afternoon the visiting Raiders were
frustrated and denied by a determined
Union Catholic defensive effort,
which included dropping extra backs,
a move which stymied the flow of the
normally potent Scotch Plains-
Fanwood offense.

“We adopted a game plan which
was similar to the one we used against

Westfield,” said Union Catholic Head
Coach Jim Revel. “We were deter-
mined not to let them run free in the
middle of the field. We can’t run with
them. Not many teams can. We were
patient and decided to take our oppor-

tunities when they presented them-
selves on offense.”

The Viking strategy worked to per-
fection in the first half holding Scotch
Plains-Fanwood scoreless and leav-
ing them visibly frustrated. When the
Raiders finally had some success pen-
etrating the clogged Viking defense,
they were met with another obstacle
in the form of stellar goalkeeping
from UC’S Izzy DiDario, who turned
away two shots on goal in the final
three minutes of the half to keep the
game scoreless. DiDario a senior,
would go on to record 16 saves.

“She is the backbone of our de-
fense,” said Revel. “We depend on
her and she played great today. I re-
ally think she is as good as anyone

else in the county. She works with a
young defense in front of her and she
makes up for a lot of mistakes. She is
a Scotch Plains girl, so she knows a
lot of the girls on the other team and
she has played against them before.”

In the second half, the Raiders came
out with a renewed vigor and began to
apply more pressure to the Union
Catholic defense. Kerri McNeely had
a golden opportunity to score on a
throw-in midway through the half but
after gaining possession in front of
the goal, her shot was stopped on a
beautiful save by DiDario that pre-
served the tie.

Moments later though, DiDario fi-
nally buckled when Erika Muskus got
the ball from McNeely on the left side
of the goal from about 20 yards out
and delivered a strike to the back of
the net that DiDario could not get.
Just like that the Raiders had the lead
that had eluded them all game.

Union Catholic was not finished
though. The host Vikings, which had
played well in losses to Westfield and
Oak Knoll earlier, made a concerted
push to try and tie the game in the final
minutes. The Vikings had several op-
portunities in the final five minutes,

the best of which came when Alex
Borik got the ball on the right side of
the Raider goal with Scotch Plains-
Fanwood keeper Maya Kessler out of
position, Borik fired at pointblank
range only to have the ball swept
away at the last instant by an uniden-
tified Raider defender.

“I actually thought the defender
was a teammate as she was so close to
the goal,” said Borik. “It is disap-
pointing to have that happen because
I thought we played well enough to
win. We dropped an extra defender
against them throughout the game and
I think that worked but we also needed
all of our girls to get into an offensive
mindset on those occasions when we
did get the ball out and into their end.

Too often I think we just waited for
one person to make the play.”

Raider goaltender Kessler was not
challenged often but did come up
with three saves for the winners.
McNeely was credited with an assist.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood improved to
5-1 but the victory did not sit well
with head coach Kevin Ewing who
felt like his team did not play well.
Union Catholic fell to 1-4 but the
Vikings played perhaps their best
game of the season in defeat.

“We’ve played some tough teams
in the first five games,” said Revel. “I
think that makes us better as we start
getting into our conference schedule.
We are young. We played Scotch
Plains pretty even today. It is a good
game for them to build on.”
Sc. Pl-Fanwood 0 1 1
Union Catholic 0 0 0

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17003210

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-005978-17

Plaintiff: CARRINGTON MORTGAGE SER-
VICES, LLC

VS.
Defendant: IRANDA HAYWARD; STATE OF

NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 10/04/2017
Writ of Execution: 07/10/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Fifty-Three Thousand Eight Hundred Thirty-Four
and 67/100*** $153,834.67.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
OF WESTFIELD in the County of UNION, and
the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 29 Block 4004 f/k/a Lot 29.A Block
508.

Commonly known as 257 Windsor Avenue,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)
124 x 27 x 125 x 27

Nearest Cross Street: Situated on Northwest-
erly sideline of Windsor Avenue, 388 feet from
the Northeasterly sideline of Ripley Place.

Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Fifty-Eight Thou-
sand Five Hundred Eight and 88/100***
$158,508.88 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 09/07, 09/14, 09/21
& 09/28/17 Fee: $183.60

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17003286

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-991-16

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK TRUST, N.A., AS
TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPA-
TION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: ROBYN FARRINGTON; AMERI-

CAN EXPRESS CENTURION BANK; FORD
MOTOR CREDIT COMPANY LLC D/B/A LAND
ROVER CAPITAL GROUP; RALPH ELEFANT;
DOLORES FLEISCHER; CAVALRY SPV I LLC,
AS ASSIGNEE OF BANK OF AMERICA/FIA
CARD SERVICES; REEL STRONG FUEL CO;
HARBOR CONSULTANTS INC; ORADELL
ANIMAL HOSPITAL; BAXTER FINANCIAL LLC;
VANZ LLC; ERNO L. HOLLO, DR; NEW CEN-
TURY FINANCIAL SERVICES; ANIMAL EMER-
GENCY AND REFERRAL; GARDEN STATE
VETERINARY SERVIC

Sale Date: 10/04/2017
Writ of Execution: 05/25/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million Three
Thousand Five Hundred Eighty-Eight and 24/
100*** $1,003,588.24.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
of WESTFIELD, County of UNION and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 530 SUMMIT AVENUE,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax Lot No. 24 in Block No. 3003.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 51 X 131.
Nearest Cross Street: PARK STREET.
Beginning in the westerly We of Summit Av-

enue, at a point therein distant 434.63 feel north-
westerly measured along said side of Summit
Avenue from the northwesterly side of Polk Street;
running thence.

PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
SEWER OPEN PLUS PENALTY: $345.46.
TOTAL AS OF JULY 6, 2017: $ 345.46.
Total Upset:  ***One Million Forty-Three Thou-

sand Three Hundred Forty-Six and 92/100***
$1,043,346.92 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 09/07, 09/14, 09/21
& 09/28/17 Fee: $204.00

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17003299

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-016830-16

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC
VS.
Defendant: GREGORY COOK; MRS. COOK

SPOUSE OF GREGORY COOK; CHRYSLER
FINANCIAL SERVICES D/B/A AMERICAS LLC,
CHRYSLER FINANCIAL

Sale Date: 10/04/2017
Writ of Execution: 05/04/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Forty-Nine Thousand Six Hundred Seventy-Five
and 23/100*** $249,675.23.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of FANWOOD in the County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 353 TERRILL ROAD,
FAN WOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023.

Tax LOT 15, BLOCK 49.
Dimensions of Lot: 50 feet wide by 150 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: NORTH AVENUE.
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Fifty-Seven

Thousand One Hundred Eighty-Five and 23/
100*** $257,185.23 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 09/07, 09/14, 09/21
& 09/28/17 Fee: $181.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17003322

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-021376-16

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, NA
VS.
Defendant: ROBERT W. RUSSELL, ELSA D.

RUSSELL, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 10/04/2017
Writ of Execution: 07/10/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Forty-Seven Thousand One Hundred Seventy-
Eight and 84/100*** $247,178.84.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of MOUNTAINSIDE, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 1397 OUT-
LOOK DRIVE, MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY
07092-1412.

BEING KNOWN  as LOT 18.06 FKA 18.F,
BLOCK 4.03 FKA 4.C on the official Tax Map of
the BOROUGH of MOUNTAINSIDE.

Dimensions: 158.36 feet X 130.04 feet X 155.31
feet X 130.00 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Ackerman Avenue.
Advertise subject USA’s right of redemption:
Pursuant to 28, U.S.C. Section 2410, this sale

is subject to a 120 day right of redemption held by
the United States of America by virtue of the
Internal Revenue Service Lien: DEPARTMENT
OF THE TREASURY - INTERNAL REVENUE
SERVICE versus ROBERT W. RUSSELL, dated
October 7, 2009 and recorded October 20, 2009
in Book 198, Page 533 in the amount of
$96,875.02.

Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Fifty-Two Thou-
sand Four Hundred Sixty-Two and 58/100***
$252,462.58 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 09/07, 09/14, 09/21
& 09/28/17 Fee: $220.32

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17003325

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-040208-14

Plaintiff: WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUN SO-
CIETY FSB DBA CHRISTIANA RUST AS
TRUSTEE FOR HLSS MORTGAGE MASTER
TRUST FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE HOLDERS
OF THE SERIES 2014-1 CERTIFICATES IS-
SUED BY HLSS MORTGAGE TRUST

VS.
Defendant: DEBORAH M. SHARKEY, MORT-

GAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEM
INC AS A NOMINEE FOR GMAC MORTGAGE
CORPORATION DBA DITECH.COM ITS SUC-
CESSORS AND ASSIGNS

Sale Date: 10/04/2017
Writ of Execution: 07/10/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Ninety Thousand Two Hundred Thirteen and 76/
100*** $290,213.76.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 418 EVER-
GREEN BOULEVARD, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW
JERSEY 07076.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 24, BLOCK 3101 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions: 54.00 feet X 101.50 feet X 54.00
feet X 101.50 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Coles Avenue.
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Ninety-Seven

Thousand Three Hundred Eighty-Five and 52/
100*** $297,385.52 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 09/07, 09/14, 09/21
& 09/28/17 Fee: $216.24

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17003493

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-029576-16

Plaintiff: THE MONEY SOURCE, INC
VS.
Defendant: JOE L. JOE L. GREGORY

JR.;APRIL L. GREGORY;GMAC, FM EASTERN
REGIONAL FEDERAL CREDIT UNION;DAWN
JACKSON; PIERCE JOYCE; ELLEN FERREIRA
AND THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 10/18/2017
Writ of Execution: 07/19/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Ninety-Two Thousand Four Hundred Forty-Seven
and 28/100*** $492,447.28.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Town of Westfield, County of Union, in the State
of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 1107
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090-
1103.

TAX LOT # 28; Block # 2003.
PRIOR LOT # 36; PRIOR BLOCK # 345.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 75 feet X 446

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: unknown
Taxes: Current through 2nd Quarter of 2017*
Other: Sewer open balance in the amount of

$92.30.
*plus interest on these figures through date of

payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Five Thousand
One Hundred Fifty and 97/100*** $505,150.97
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN & EISENBERG, PC
1040 NORTH KINGS HIGHWAY SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 09/21, 09/28, 10/05
& 10/12/17 Fee: $177.48

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17003675

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-012983-16

Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON
VS.
Defendant: LAWRENCE M RHODES;

LORRAINE M. RHODES; MARGIE T. RHODES;
ORAL SURGERY ASSOCIATION; UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 10/25/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/01/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Twenty-Two Thousand Two Hundred Forty-Four
and 19/100*** $722,244.19.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of MOUNTAINSIDE, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 1238 CEDAR
AVENUE, MOUNTAINSIDE, NJ 07092-1910

BEING KNOWN as LOT 61 A, BLOCK 16.K on
the official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of
MOUNTAINSIDE.

Dimensions: 46.01 feet X 62.12 feet X 54.85
feet X 183.59 feet X 100.80 feet X 282.45 feet.

Nearest Cross Street Oak Street.
Advertise subject USA’s right of redemp-

tion:
Pursuant to 28, U.S.C. Section 2410, this sale

is subject to a 120 day right of redemption held by
the United States of America by virtue of the
Internal Revenue Service Lien:

LIEN: DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY -
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE versus
LAWRENCE M. RHODES, dated November 21,
2008 and recorded December 2, 2008 in Book
FL0197, Page 75 in the amount of $115,297.96.

LIEN: DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY -
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE versus
LAWRENCE M. RHODES, dated April 21, 2010
and recorded May 5, 2010 in Book FL0199, Page
585 in the amount of $9,024.29.

Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Forty Thou-
sand Five Hundred Forty-One and 75/100***
$740,541.75 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 09/28, 10/05, 10/12
& 10/19/17 Fee: $236.64

Raider Soccer Boys Lose, 1-0,
In Second OT to Bridgewater

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The very strange 2017 season for
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team just got even
stranger in their 1-0, double overtime
loss to Bridgewater-Raritan on Sep-
tember 23 in Scotch Plains. After play-
ing on even terms with a Bridgewater-
Raritan team that entered the contest
with a 6-0-1 season mark, the Raiders
(1-6) were undone by an attempt to
clear the ball from their end by Jack
Brady that ricocheted off of Panther
senior Anthony Cabrera and trickled

into the corner of the net for the sud-
den, stunning game winner in the 97th
minute of play.

“Soccer is like a box of choco-
lates,” said Panther Head Coach Rick
Szeles. “You never know what you
are going to get. Scotch Plains is a
great team. They played the game
hard. They are well coached. The
game easily could have gone their
way. For it to end like it did was a
shame for them but soccer can be very
unforgiving. Our kids played hard.
They fought through some adversity
and it is great to come out of a place
like this with a win.”

The two teams met in the playoffs
last season with Scotch Plains-
Fanwood winning that one. Since then
their fortunes have taken them in op-
posite directions. But on Saturday,
the Raiders dug down deep and looked
very much like any of the prior Scotch
Plains-Fanwood teams that have won
county and sectional crowns in four
of the last five seasons.

The Raiders battled the visitors
blow for blow in the first half, nearly
coming away with a score in the 16th
minute of play when sophomore An-
tonio Lamonte got possession of the
ball on a run ahead of a pair of defend-
ers only to have his shot attempt at a
clear goal blocked by Panther goal-
keeper Calum Erlenborn, who va-
cated the net and made the stop on a
charging, sliding run.

In the second half, the visiting Pan-
thers got the better of the action, miss-
ing on shot attempts by Cabrera that
was just high in the 50th minute and
later when a shot by Brandon Jimenez
clanked off the crossbar in the 62nd
minute. The Raiders nearly lost in the
final seconds of regulation when a
scrum in front of their goal resulted in
Bridgewater-Raritan kick that re-
bounded off the post and away from

the net forcing overtime.
In the second overtime, the Raiders

actually began attacking again and
getting the better of the action until the
fateful, stunning game-winning goal
put an end to the marathon contest.

“As a striker you have to be in the
box in that situation,” said Panther
Cabrera of his fortuitous, game-win-
ning goal. “I was down there and one
of their players was just trying to clear
it out of their end but I got my foot out
and it deflected off of my cleat and
went in. Nobody was more surprised
than me.”

While the Bridgewater-Raritan
players erupted into celebration, it
was another numbing defeat for the
Raiders, who have seen every one of
their six losses decided by one goal
this season.

“I’ve never seen anything like it
since I’ve been here,” said veteran
Raider Head Coach Tom Breznitsky.
“The kids are banging their heads
against the wall right now. We’ve
played five games at home and only
scored one goal in those games. We’ve
only scored one goal all season. It is
incredible considering that we scored
18 goals in six scrimmages. As far as
today’s game goes, we were really
lucky to get the game into OT consid-
ering the way the regulation finished.
We actually got some breaks for a
change that helped get us there. But
then to lose it on a clear that hits off
one of their players makes it really
hard to lose that way.”

Scoring woes aside, Breznitsky has
not yet lost faith that this Raider team
can turn things around in a hurry.

“If you are losing games 3-0, then
you make changes,” said Breznitsky.
“That is not happening here. We are
losing every game 1-0. I’ll say this
much. We are as good as any team, if
not better than any team in Union
County or in North Jersey, Group IV.
How’s that?”
BrH2O-Raritan 0 0 0 1 1
Sc Pl-Fanwood 0 0 0 0 0

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING PACE WITH A PANTHER...Raider sophomore Antonio Lomonte, No. 24, keeps pace with Bridgewater-Raritan
Panther Brady Regan, No. 9, during the game at Scotch Plains on September 23.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING A BREATHER...Raider senior Erica Muskus, No. 20, leaves the field to take a breather in the game against the
Union Catholic Vikings on September 19. The Raiders defeated the Lady Vikings, 1-0, at Union Catholic High School.

Soccer Blue Devils Rap
Princeton Boys, 3-0

The Westfield High School boys
soccer team improved to 4-1-1 with a
3-0 shutout over the hosting Princeton
Tigers on September 20. Jack
Dobosiewicz and Henry Schwartz each
scored a goal to go with an own goal.
Brian Hinkle and Graham Studwell
each had an assist and goalkeeper Josh
Mendelson made three saves. Patrick
Jacobs made 10 saves for Princeton.
Westfield 2 1 3
Princeton 0 0 0

Lady Highlanders Tap
Field Hockey Cougars
The Governor Livingston High

School field hockey team upped its
record to 3-0 with a 1-0 victory over
the hosting 3-2 Cranford Cougars on
September 19. Amanda Azalone
scored the sole goal of the game in the
second half.

F.H. Raiders Defeat
Union Farmers, 1-0

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School field hockey team improved to
2-2 with a 1-0 overtime victory over
the Union Farmers in Scotch Plains on
September 15. Erin Lay scored the
only goal. Raider keeper Kelly Nitti
made seven saves and Union Keeper
Sydnie Bogan made 17 saves.
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

PORTER 2 TDS, STEWART TD, PALAZZOLLO FUM. REC.

Raiders’ Inconsistency Results
In 56-23 Spartan Grid Victory

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Spurts of glory on the part of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
football team in the first half were
countered by a tidal wave of misfor-
tune in the second half in the Raiders’
home opener against the Immaculata
Spartans in Scotch Plains on Septem-
ber 23. The 0-3 Raiders, playing on a
par with the Spartans, took a 17-14
lead with 1:01 left in the first half only
to yield a quick touchdown, then suf-
fered inconsistencies of epidemic pro-

portions in the second half, resulting
in a 56-23 loss.

The Raiders took the opening kick-
off and functioned like a well-oiled
machine chewing up 76 yards on three
pass plays and three running plays,
which ended with quarterback Coo-
per Heisey’s 45-yard touchdown strike
to wide receiver Isaiah Stewart down
the right sideline for a 7-0 lead. Heisey
would complete 25 of 37 passes for
263 yards, including three touchdowns
and three interceptions. Heisey’s three
primary receivers were Stewart (7
receptions, 89 yards, TD), Anthony
Porter (9 receptions, 89 yards, 2 TDs)
and Justin Sanders (6 receptions, 77
yards).

The glory was short lived as the
Spartans answered within two min-
utes on a four-play, 57-yard drive,
concluded by Lord Jones’ 31-yard
sweep right run to knot the score.
Despite Raider Max Toll placing a
great punt at the Immaculata nine-
yard line, the 2-1 Spartans would take
a 14-7 lead three minutes later. Quar-
terback Nate Barnett flicked a pass
over the middle to Shahkyle Matthews
that resulted in a 81-yard gain to the
Raider 10. Brian Santana’s eight-yard
run took it to the two where he would
scoot in for the score.

Barnett would complete eight
passes for 256 yards and his favorite
receiver was the 6’4" Steve Dwyer,
who had five receptions for 101 yards,
including two TDs. Barnett would
carry 10 times for 84 yards, including
a touchdown.

The Raider defense tightened up
and linebacker Alex Oslislo with help
recorded two straight sacks of Barnett.
On the Spartans’ next series, the Raid-
ers continued their effective pressure
with linebacker Nick Palazzollo
charging in from the right and forcing
a punt that resulted in good field po-
sition at the Immaculata 45. On the
fourth play, Heisey found Porter all
alone in the center of the end zone for
a 12-yard TD strike and a tie score
with 3:20 left in the half.

After the kickoff, the Spartans had
the ball on their own 28 but Palazollo
forced a fumble that was recovered

by teammate Jakob Robles at the 20.
After Heisey was sacked twice, Toll
kicked a 40-yard field goal to give the
Raiders a 17-14 lead with just 1:01
left in the half.

Then the nightmare began! A squib
kick gave the Spartans the ball at their
35. Two pass interference calls, a
one-handed, 29-yard snag by Dwyer
and another 16-yard Dwyer grab
placed the ball on the four where
Barnett popped a TD pass to Noah
Stansbury for a 21-17 Immaculata
lead at the half.

The third-quarter kickoff to the
Spartans was returned to their 43. On
the second play, Barnett found an
opening in the middle then slanted
left for a 51-yard TD run and a 28-17
lead with less than two minutes off the
clock.

Desperation on the part of the Raid-
ers followed and desperation became
the breeding ground for disaster. De-
spite another good punt that glanced
off Spartan Randy Behn and a recov-
ery by Robles at the Immaculata 23,
the Raiders failed to move the ball at
all. On the fourth play, Barnett tossed
a long bomb to Jones for an 80-yard
TD and a 35-17 lead.

The Raiders fumbled on their next
possession and the Spartans had pos-
session at the SPF 40. On the third
play from the 19, Dwyer made a leap-
ing grab in the right corner of the end
zone for a 42-17 lead with 3:37 left in
the third quarter. Forty five seconds
into the final quarter, Jones intercepted
Heisey’s pass at the five-yard line and
galloped 95 yards for the TD and a
49-17 lead.

Thanks to Palazzollo’s fumble re-
covery at the Spartan 20, the Raiders
managed to score one last time when
Heisey hit Porter in the right corner of
the end zone for a 15-yard TD with
8:18 remaining.

“It’s football! Big plays break out.
Again, it’s minor details! We got to do
our job,” Palazzollo expressed.

But the Spartan machine was not
finished. Getting the ball at the Raider
45, the Spartans chewed up short yard-
age and time off the clock until Dwyer
hauled in a 27-yard TD reception for
the final score.

The Raiders’ fine beginning was
tarnished by their inconsistency, es-
pecially in the second half.

“There are times when we don’t do
what our coaches coach us to do and
that leads to big plays like that. It’s
really demoralizing. We work so hard
in practice. We work our tails off then
to come out here and get killed like
that in the second half is just demoral-
izing,” Oslislo said.

“I think our defense came out really
strong. I think it’s just mind defense

that we have to fix. We are right there
to being where we need to be to beat
these teams. I think we can pull a few
wins out this season. I honestly do
because we are putting the work in.
We are family. We are here day-in,
day-out, three and one-half hour prac-
tices. It’s not the coaches, it’s us,”
Palazzollo said. “We just got to do
our jobs.”

“We need to honestly work on fin-
ishing. We haven’t won here in a
while. We don’t know how to finish a
game. We got to figure that out,”

Oslislo said.
“It’s like ‘Ozzi’ [Oslislo] said. We

need to work a little harder. Do what
the coaches tell us to do and do our
jobs and we will get it done,”
Palazzollo said.

This Friday, September 29, the
Raiders will travel to Summit to face
the 1-2 Hilltoppers at 4 p.m.
Immaculata 14   7 21 14 56
Sc Pl-Fanwood   7 10   0   6 23

DOBOSIEWICZ SCORES WITH BUTLER’S ASSIST IN OT

Lady Blue Devils Dodge Bullet,
Nick Soccer Cougars in OT, 1-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wind and spitting rain may have
had a bit of an impact but the final
impact of the game told the tale when
senior Katie Butler brought the ball
into the box and collided with goal-
keeper Emily Lenox as the ball skid
left to Faith Dobosiewicz, who found
the net with 6:25 remaining in over-
time to give the 5-0 Westfield High
School girls soccer team a 1-0 victory
over a very determined Cranford Cou-
gar squad at Memorial Field in
Cranford on September 19.

Interestingly, just moments before,
the Cougars had a golden opportunity
to end the game when a shot into Blue
Devil junior goalkeeper Caitlin
Amman was smothered but slipped
from her grasp and junior Grace
DiGiovanni had an open shot at the
net but lifted it a bit high as it banged
the crossbar.

“I believe Sophie Hendricks our
left back sent it in. We knew we had
the wind. Our talk before the over-

time, we said, ‘Hey! You have to
understand that this ball is going to
fly, just going to travel. So assume
that the defender is going to miss it.’
She did. Katie Butler got in. The
goalie made a good save. The goalie
and Katie Butler hit each other but the
ball flopped out and Faith hit it home,”
Described Blue Devil Head Coach
Alex Schmidt, who added. “It was no
different than what happened at our
end. Caitlin came out. There’s bodies.
You got to finish your chances when
you have them.”

“My point of view, it’s kind of un-
fortunate that the game ended the way
it did. I thought that there was a little
bit of a questionable offside call but I
told the girls we can’t be upset about
our performance,” Cougar Head
Coach Andrew Gagliardo said.

The Blue Devils had the wind at
their back in the first half and within
the first four minutes, co-captain
Natalie Bond ricocheted a rocket off
the crossbar. A little later Cougar
sophomore Maggie Murray got off a
shot from the right side. Towards the
end of the half, Blue Devil Hendricks
had a free kick from 40 yards but
lifted it over the crossbar. A few
minutes later, Cougar sophomore
Brooke Swandrak charged down the
left center and forced Amman to make
a stop.

In the second half, it was Blue Devil
co-captain Grace Elliott’s turn to
bounce a shot off the crossbar. Also

Blue Devils Melina McDevitt, Katie
Butler and Elizabeth Skoletsky took
shots that Lenox saved. Later in the
half, Murray, working with teammates
Kenzie Butler and DiGiovanni, pen-
etrated the box but after a scramble,
the Westfield backs and Amman de-
flected their efforts.

“Nat Bond hit the crossbar, Grace
Elliott hit the crossbar. It was one of
those games. We always have a tough
time here,” Coach Schmidt said. “We
clanged two or three off the post and
overtime they got one off the post. It
could have gone either way. I am
happy for the girls. Obviously they
came out with a win. For us, when you
have your chances at the beginning of
the game, you have to bury a couple of
those chances. If you give a team

Westfield Falls to Hunt. Cen.,
Tops UC Vikings in V-Ball

The Westfield High School girls
volleyball team dropped its first match
of the season, 25-17, 25-21, to power-
house Hunterdon Central in Westfield
on September 18 but rebounded to
defeat Union County rival Union
Catholic in a marathon three-set match
in Scotch Plains on September 19.
The 3-1 Hunterdon Central Red Dev-
ils’ only loss was to Ridge, while the
8-2 Vikings’ other loss was to Im-
maculate Heart Academy.

Stephanie Borr had six kills, five
service points with an ace and three
digs against the Red Devils. Grace
Serafin had 10 assists, five digs, a
block and three service points.
Samantha Colucci had six assists
and two digs, Stephanie Margolies
notched three kills, four digs and a
block, and Jenna Miller had five
kills, four digs, two blocks and three
service points with a pair of aces.
Uzi Ijoma had four service points
with three aces and added a kill.
Sydney Swingle had three digs and
two assists, Lydia Nisita had a pair
of kills and Leah Andrews had a kill
and a dig.

After the 6-1 Blue Devils dropped
the first set, 25-20, to the Vikings,
they rallied to win the second set, 25-
20, and the third set, 25-22. Borr
bore down and notched 12 kills, while
adding 10 digs, eight service points
with two aces, a block and an assist.
Margolies had 11 digs, eight kills
and three service points. Serafin had
24 assists, seven service points, three
digs and a kill. Swingle had 12 digs
and four service points with an as-
sist. Miller had 11 service points,
nine kills, seven digs and a blocked
shot. Andrews had three blocks, a
kill and a dig.Colucci had three as-
sists and a dig. Ijoma had two blocks
and two service points and Nisita
had two service points, two digs and
a kill.

Mackenzie Furhmann paced the
Vikings with 14 kills, seven service
points with two aces, five digs and
two blocks. Emily Jones had 14 as-
sists, seven service points and a dig.
Liv Szyszkiewicz had 13 assists, six
service points with two aces, two digs
and a kill. AnaBella Giacobbe notched
nine kills, a block and a dig. Charlize
Colon had eight service points with a
pair of aces and six digs. Najlaa Wil-
liams had 10 digs, Jackie Bollwage
had seven service points and

Alexandra Kwasnik has eight service
points with two aces, four kills, three
digs and a block, while Tyler Scott
notched four kills and a block.

SPF PAL Grid Kids Faced
Westfield PAL Grid Kids

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood PAL
football teams could not cool off
Westfield when the rival programs
played four New Jersey Suburban
Youth Football League games on Sep-
tember 24. On a hot and sunny day at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s Tyson Field, Westfield swept
to victories in all four division levels.

The SPF PAL A team Raiders fell to
2-1 after 3-0 Westfield rung up a 37-
6 victory. The eighth grade Raiders
avoided the shutout when Anthony
Robinson scored a touchdown late in
the game. Matt Power was the offen-
sive leader for SPF, while Mike Banic
played a strong game on the defen-

sive line for the Raiders.
The C team Raiders were defeated

by Westfield, 13-0. The sixth grade
Raiders were led by Aiden Fairweather
and Noah Ricca.

In the D level, the fifth grade Raid-
ers were dealt a 37-7 loss to Westfield.
Cooper Stahley and Sam Verla played
solid games for SPF.

The E level game for the fourth
graders was one of the best of the day
as Westfield rallied to post a 12-6
victory. The Raiders were spear-
headed by Joe LaRosa and Adam
Dowling.

Next up for the SPF Raiders is
Perth Amboy this weekend.

Lady Blue Devils Top
Rahway in Soccer, 5-0
The Westfield High School girls

soccer team improved its record to 6-
0 with a 5-0 victory over Rahway in
Westfield on September 23. Julia
Buoscio netted a pair of goals for the
Blue Devils and Grace Elliott netted
a goal and an assist, while Natalie
Bond and Faith Dobosiewicz each
scored once. Elisha Israel had two
assists and Kylinn Kraemer had one
assist.
Rahway 0 0 0
Westfield 2 3 5

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING FOR POSITION...Blue Devil co-captain Natalie Bond, No. 6, and Cougar co-captain Maggie Roman, No. 5,
battle for possession in a highly contested game at Cranford. The Blue Devils scored in overtime to earn a 1-0 win.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING TO GET OUTSIDE...Raider running back Alex Oslislo, No. 24, tries to elude a Spartan defender. From 1:01
left in the half, the Spartans outscored the Raiders 42-6 the rest of the way to grab a 56-23 win.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Blue Devils Dodge Bullet, Nick Cougars in OT
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enough time, they can get control of
the ball and it can be back-and-forth.”

“Kenzie Butler had one, Grace
DiGiovanni had another. She’s a left
winger and she came in. I don’t know
it’s because the ball hopped up or if
it’s because the surface is a little wet
and they weren’t anticipating the
bounce. You put those away, different
game,” Coach Gagliardo said. “Even
over here in the overtime, first two
minutes you win the ball at the 18.
DiGiovanni wins the ball. Takes a rip
at goal and hits the crossbar. It’s tough!
It’s absolutely tough!”

Unlike in their previous loss to
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, the Cougars
took on a more effective defensive
strategy against the Blue Devils.

“For Scotch Plains, we only had
three in the back. We added one in the
back because we knew we had to be a
little tougher back there but honestly
I don’t think that was the issue. In this,

we overall played stronger and we
overall played better. Scotch Plains
we really weren’t ready for that game.
We didn’t come out as strong as we
can. Also those goals that they got,
they were mistakes by us. We let them
have those but today we played much
harder and better than we did against
Scotch Plains,” Cougar co-captain
Meagan Montegue said.

“Our back line played as good to-
day as they probably played all sea-
son long. I thought they were fantas-
tic. They won balls. They played all
out,” Coach Gagliardo expressed.
“They were the solid back line that we
needed them to be today.”

“This was a game of two halves.
The first we had the wind, second half
they had the wind. In soccer, the wind
has a huge impact. But I think they did
hang back a little bit. The first few
minutes, we pressed, we pressed, we
pressed. I talked to the girls and said
that’s the time you need to finish a
team,” Coach Schmidt said. “Cranford
is a good team. We will play them
again, we could see them in the coun-

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

PUBLIC NOTICE OF HEARING ON
REQUEST FOR FINAL JUDGMENT
OF COMPLIANCE AND REPOSE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a hearing
will be held on October 30, 2017, before
the Honorable Karen M. Cassidy, A.J.S.C.,
Superior Court of New Jersey, at 1:30 p.m.
in the Union County Courthouse, 2 Broad
Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey, to consider
the entry of a Final Judgment of Compli-
ance and Repose in favor of the Borough
of Garwood, based upon a Settlement
Agreement entered into with Fair Share
Housing Center, Inc. (FSHC) and 490
South, LLC, the Borough’s adopted Hous-
ing Element and Fair Share Plan, and the
adopted and proposed implementing ordi-
nances and resolutions and redevelop-
ment plans, all of which are on file in the
office of the Borough Clerk and all of which
have been submitted to the Court, the
Special Master and the parties to the Settle-
ment Agreement in the matter of In re
Borough of Garwood, Docket No. UNN-L-
2406-15.

1. The Borough seeks a determination
by the Court that it has satisfied its fair
share obligations under the Mount Laurel
doctrine and Fair Housing Act of 1985,
N.J.S.A. 53:27D-301 et seq. for the Prior
Round (1987-1999) and Third Round
(1999-2025), through the adoption of its
Housing Element and Fair Share Plan and
the implementation of that plan and the
terms of the Settlement Agreement via the
adoption of the ordinances and resolu-
tions required by the Court and by the
terms of the settlement agreement.

2. By the time of the Final Compliance
Hearing, the Borough will have adopted
the requisite ordinances and resolutions
needed to address its Third Round fair
share obligation of 136 units, subject to a
vacant land adjustment resulting in an 86
unit Realistic Development Potential
(RDP), with an effective RDP yield of 90,
leaving an Unmet Need of 46 units. The
Unmet Need will be addressed with the
compliance strategies that are detailed in
the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan
and that include as of right zoning for
inclusionary mixed use development in
the Borough’s general business zone in
the downtown business area, overlay zon-
ing on certain premises, and a mandatory
set-aside ordinance, all as detailed in the
Housing Element and Fair Share Plan and
set forth in the ordinances and resolutions
adopted to implement the Plan. Garwood
also will have adopted two redevelopment
plans with respect to South Avenue Rede-
velopment Project I (490 South) and South
Avenue Redevelopment Project II (490
South II), and will adopt a redevelopment
plan for the Paperboard Site subsequent
to the Final Compliance Hearing, all of

which redevelopment plans include or will
include provisions for affordable housing
consistent with the terms of the executed
Settlement Agreement.

3. Once the Borough’s Housing Plan
Element and Fair Share Plan and imple-
menting ordinances and resolutions have
been approved by the Court as an accept-
able means of compliance with the
Borough’s cumulative Prior Round, Third
Round and Rehabilitation obligations, the
Borough shall be granted a period of re-
pose from exclusionary zoning litigation
through the conclusion of the Third Round
on July 1, 2025.

4. As part of its petition to the Court, the
Borough seeks authorization to impose
and collect residential and non-residential
development fees and to maintain and
expend those fees in the Borough’s Afford-
able Housing Trust Fund during the period
of repose in accordance with the Court’s
Judgment, the Court-approved Spending
Plan, and subject to applicable law.

5. Should the Court grant Garwood a
Final Judgment of Compliance and Re-
pose, the Borough will not be permitted to
repeal, modify, or amend its inclusionary
ordinances, redevelopment plans, imple-
menting ordinances and resolutions, the
Garwood Affordable Housing Ordinance
or any other municipal ordinance in effect
as of the effective date of the Settlement
Agreement that affects the use or develop-
ment of affordable housing, for the period
of repose covered by the Final Judgment,
that is, through July 1, 2025, except with
the written approval of FSHC and the con-
sent of the Court.

Entry of a Final Judgment of Compliance
and Repose would declare the Borough of
Garwood in compliance with its obligation
to provide a realistic opportunity for the
development of housing affordable to very
low-, low-, and moderate-income house-
holds as defined in what are commonly
known as the “Mount Laurel” cases, and in
the New Jersey Fair Housing Act, N.J.S.A.
52:27D-301, et seq., as amended. Entry of
a Judgment of Compliance and Repose
will bar through July 1, 2025 any claim that
the Borough of Garwood is failing to pro-
vide a sufficient realistic opportunity for the
development of housing for low and mod-
erate income households.

The Court will retain jurisdiction for the
limited purpose of enforcing any  condi-
tions of the Judgment of Compliance and
Repose, and the terms of the Settlement
Agreement.

The full text of the executed and Court-
approved Settlement Agreement and the
adopted Housing Element and Fair Share
Plan and all implementing ordinances,
resolutions and redevelopment plans may
be examined and copied during regular
business hours at the Office of the Bor-

ough Clerk of the Borough of Garwood,
located at Garwood Borough Hall, 403
South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party, including any very
low-, low-, or moderate-income person
residing in Housing Region 2, any organi-
zation representing the interests of very
low-, low-, and moderate-income persons,
any owner of property in the Borough of
Garwood, or any organization represent-
ing the interests of owners of property in
the Borough of Garwood, may file objec-
tions to the adopted Housing Element and
Fair Share Plan and implementing ordi-
nances, resolutions and redevelopment
plans and may present evidence in sup-
port of such objections.  Objections must
be filed in writing, together with copies of
any supporting affidavits or documents, on
or before October 20, 2017, with the Hon-
orable Karen M. Cassidy, A.J.S.C., Supe-
rior Court of New Jersey, in Union County
Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Elizabeth,
New Jersey 07207 with copies provided
to:

Robert F. Renaud, Esq.
Palumbo Renaud & DeAppolonio, LLC
190 North Avenue East
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
rrenaud@prdlawnj.com

Kevin Walsh, Esq.
Fair Share Housing Center
510 Park Boulevard
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
kevinwalsh@fairsharehousing.org

Christopher H. Minks, Esq.
Sr. Vice President - General Counsel
Russo Development
570 Commerce Boulevard
Carlstadt, New Jersey 07072
cminks@russodevelopment.com

Elizabeth C. McKenzie, AICP, PP
Special Master
9 Main Street
Flemington, New Jersey 08822
ecmcke@gmail.com

Any person wishing to be heard, whether
or not an objection has been filed, shall
advise the Court and all counsel of record
in writing on or before October 27, 2017.

This Notice is given by Order of the
Superior Court.  It is intended to inform all
interested parties of the existence of the
possible consequences of Court approval
of the adopted Housing Element and Fair
Share Plan and all implementing ordi-
nances, resolutions and redevelopment
plans and the entry of a Final Judgment of
Compliance and Repose. The publication
of this Notice does not indicate any view by
the Court as to the merits of the documents
presented or whether the Court will enter a
Final Judgment of Compliance and Re-
pose as set forth herein.

Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Garwood Municipal Clerk

1 T - 9/28/17, The Leader Fee: $171.36
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-019221-17
FILE NO: 51333-673

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO
MARY ERDMANN, WIDOW,
HER HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES, AND THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST;

YOU ARE HEREBY summoned and re-
quired to serve upon the Law Offices of
Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Cor-
poration, Attorneys for Plaintiff, whose
address is 660 New Road, Suite 1-A,
Northfield, New Jersey 08225, an answer
to the Complaint filed in a civil action in
which CFT Services, LLC As Custodian for
Phoenix Funding, Inc. is plaintiff and Mary
Erdmann, widow, her heirs, devisees and
personal representatives, and their or any
of their successors in right, title and inter-
est, et al. are defendants, pending in the
Superior Court of New Jersey, within 35
days after September 28, 2017, exclusive
of such date. If you fail to do so, judgment
by default may be rendered against you for
the relief demanded in the Complaint. You
shall file your answer and proof of service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court, Hughes Justice Complex, P.O. Box
971, Trenton, New Jersey, 08625, in ac-
cordance with the rules of Civil Practice
and Procedure. You are further advised
that if you cannot afford an attorney, you
may call the Legal Services office in the
county where you live or the Legal Ser-
vices of New Jersey Statewide Hotline
at 1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1-888-576-5529). If
you do not have an attorney and are not
eligible for free legal assistance, you may
obtain a referral to an attorney by calling
one of the Lawyer Referral Services.  The
names and telephone numbers of such
agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral
Service: (908) 353-4715. Legal Service:
(908) 354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing Tax Sale Certifi-

cate #14-00251 dated June 8, 2015 made
by Stacey L. Carron, Collector of Taxes of
the City of Linden, County of Union, and
State of New Jersey, to US Bank Custo-
dian for Phoenix and covers real estate
located at 711 Fairway Road, City of Lin-
den, County of Union and State of New
Jersey, known as Lot 18, Block 369, as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of the City of Linden.
Said tax sale certificate was recorded in
the Clerk’s Office of Union County on Au-
gust 7, 2015, in Book 13966 of Mortgages,
page 210, as instrument #607989. By as-
signment dated May 12, 2017, said tax
sale certificate was assigned to plaintiff,
which assignment was recorded in the
Clerk’s Office of Union County on June 6,
2017, in book 1435 of assignments, page
163, as instrument #169756.

YOU, MARY ERDMANN, WIDOW, are
made a defendant in the above entitled
action because you are the record owner
of the property being foreclosed.

YOU, HEIRS, DEVSIEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES OF MARY
ERDMANN, WIDOW, AND THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST, AND EACH of you
are made defendants in the above entitled
action because Mary Erdmann died, intes-
tate, on October 20, 2008, a resident of
Union County, New Jersey. Therefore,
plaintiff joined Mary Erdmann, widow, her
heirs, devisees and personal representa-
tives, and their or any of their successors
in right, title and interest as party defen-
dants.

The nature of which and the reason that
you and each of you are joined as defen-
dants is set forth with particularity in the
Complaint, a copy of which will be fur-
nished you on request addressed to the
attorneys of the plaintiff at the above men-
tioned address.
DATED:  September 28, 2017

MICHELLE M. SMITH, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
1 T - 9/28/17, The Leader Fee: $90.27

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

 NEW JERSEY

PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
REGARDING MASTER PLAN

AMENDMENT AND THE ADOPTION
OF A HOUSING ELEMENT AND FAIR

SHARE PLAN

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that at a meet-
ing of the Planning Board of the Borough of
Garwood to be held on October 11, 2017 at
7:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers of the
Borough Hall, located at 403 South Av-
enue, Garwood, New Jersey, or as soon
thereafter as the matter may be reached, a
public hearing, with public comments, if
any, will be held on the proposed adoption,
by the Planning Board, of an amendment
to Borough’s Master Plan by means of the
adoption of the proposed  Housing Ele-
ment and Fair Share Plan prepared by Jill
Hartmann, P.P. These amendments ad-
dress the planning requirements of the
New Jersey Superior Court and the appli-
cable rules and regulations of the New
Jersey Council on Affordable Housing for
the Borough of Garwood to meet its afford-
able housing obligation. Documents relat-
ing to this hearing, including the proposed
Master Plan Amendment, that is, the Hous-
ing Element and Fair Share Plan, will be on
file in the Office of the Borough Clerk,
located at Borough Hall, 403 South Av-
enue, Garwood, New Jersey, and avail-
able for review during normal business
hours, 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at least 10
days prior to the public hearing.

After the public hearing, the Planning
Board may adopt the amendments de-
scribed in this Notice.

Adele C. Lewis,
Secretary, Planning Board

1 T - 9/28/17, The Leader Fee: $37.23

ties. There’s no disrespect there. I
know they are young and Andrew is a
phenomenal coach.”

“I thought we were the better team
and we will see them again. Hope-
fully it will be a different turnout,”
Montegue said.

“I thought the first 15 minutes of
the game we kind of got a handle on
things and I think the game settled
down for us a little bit. I think we put
them under a little. I think we gave
them more than they thought was com-
ing at them. I think next time we play
them or in the county tournament, I
don’t think that people will assume
that it will be an easy game. Our girls
came out and battled well,” Coach
Gagliardo concluded.
Westfield 0 0 1 1
Cranford 0 0 0 0

Blue Devil Senior Boys Second,
Girls 2nd at Magee Class Meet
The Westfield High School boys

and girls cross-country teams per-
formed very well at the “Bernie
Magee” Class Meet at Greystone
Park on September 23. The senior
boys placed second as did the varsity
girls. The junior boys took second
and the girls finished third. The
sophomore boys won their meet,
while the girls placed fifth. The girls
won their Frosh meet (3,200 meters),
while the boys placed fifth.

For the senior boys, Matt Meusel

crossed seventh with a time of 16:56,
followed by Spencer Weigand at
17:03. Ethan Balka finished 10th at
17:08, Stuart Pollock finished 12th at
17:17, Dan Scalia took 19th at 17:42
and Jack Johnson finished 24th at
17:59. Emma Jackler finished fifth
for the senior girls at 19:44.1, Mia
Melao took 11th at 20:35.3, Lucy
Gretsky finished 15th at 21:24,
Caroline Stockwell finished 16th at
21:34.5 and Jessica Stern finished
27th at 22:24.9.

James McCutcheon, who finished
seventh at 16:53, was the first Blue
Devil junior to cross the line. Ronnie
Melao finished 15th at 17:34, fol-
lowed by Zach Jacobson at 17:35.
Cooper Brennan finished 26th at
17:58. Sarah Hacker crossed ninth
for the junior girls at 20:28.8. Paige
Radice took 16th at 21:24.7, Brianna
Hatch was 18th 21:40.3 and Ava
Maurillo finished 29th at 22:24.6.

For the sophomore boys, Zach
Spergel finished first at 16:48 and
Jonathan Givelber was third at
17:08. Will Loggia finished fourth
at 17:15, Aidan Kilbourn was ninth
at 17:37, Alex Maurillo was 14th at
17:56 and Kevin Yucetepe was 15th
at 18:17. For the3 sophomore girls,
Grace Morgan finished 11th at
21:24.4, Molly Mineo finished 15th
at 21:44.9 and Abigail Frontero was
23rd at 22:34.6.

The Frosh girls, who placed first
in the 3,200 meter race, were led by
Caroline Collins, who was third at
12:13.5. Elizabeth Bielen was 10th
at 13:01.9, Sammy Satz finished
12th at 13:11.6 and Mira Mehta was
13th at 13:12.7. Will McGlynn won
the Frosh boys race with a time of
10:24. Tom Chen finished 33rd at
12:10, Will Fiorentino finished 37th
at 12:12 and Spencer Harding fin-
ished 40th at 12:16.

Westfield PAL Team Beats
SPF Raider Grid Kids, 36-6
The Westfield PAL Football A Team

defeated Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 36-
6, on September 24 at SPF HS in
Scotch Plains. The match-up was a
rematch of the North Jersey Subur-
ban Youth Football League (NJSYFL)
semifinal playoff contest from last
year. Both teams entered this year’s
contest with 2-0 records.

Westfield was paced by its stingy
defense and balanced offense. The
defensive performance was a team
effort, with 14 different players mak-
ing tackles. Defensive coach Scott
Selert noted, “With the extreme heat
today, we managed our substitutions
a bit more aggressively than usual.
Our boys really stepped up today.”

Selert noted the play of CB Theo
Shapiro, who made several open field
tackles on the edge that nullified what
could have been big runs.

Head coach Peter Gialluisi added,
“We have a lot of respect for the SPF
offense. They have some tough, physi-

cal kids on the offensive line and two
very talented running backs. To hold
this offense in check was a big accom-
plishment.”

On offense, the Blue Devils were
paced by a solid running attack and a
timely passing game. On the ground,
the offense was paced by OL Jack
Price, Nick Schoen, Nick Mase,
Connor Ballingal, Logan Howland,
Dylan Murphy, and Jonathan Giglio.

“The heat really effected our big
fellas up front today,” said OL Coach
Paul Harbaugh. “Our depth really
played out today as we had to make
several substitutions up front, includ-
ing at center.”

Behind the line, the Blue Devils
had six players rush for substantial
yardage, including tailbacks Jalen
Simpson, James Csorba and Justin
Colby, fullbacks Malachi Mercer and
Mark Gialluisi, and QB Steven Angeli.
Simpson had two TDs on the ground
and Csorba added another. In the air,
Angeli connected with Simpson, Trey
Constantinou, Mercer, Csorba, David
Link. Key highlights include a 25-
yard TD strike to Simpson on a back-
side post pattern, and a 40 yard side-
line toss to Constantinou.

The Blue Devils’ next opponent
will be New Providence on Sunday,
October 1, at 1:30 p.m. at Kehler
Stadium in Westfield.

Soccer Raiders Rock
Millburn Ladies, 4-0
Micaela Genty scored a pair of

goals and Kerri McNeely netted one
goals and added a pair of assists to
lead the 6-1 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls soccer team to a 4-
0 triumph over the hosting Millburn
Millers on September 25. Taylor
Diggs scored once, while Erica
Muskus and Sabrina DiLollo each
added an assist and goalkeeper Maya
Kessler made 10 saves. Millburn
keeper Katherine Kuiken made 14
saves.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 1 3 4
Millburn 0 0 0

Lady Farmers Defeat
Soccer Cougars, 2-0

The Union High School girls soc-
cer team scored once in each half to
defeat the visiting Cranford Cougars,
2-0, on September 23. Nicole Alfano
netted a goal and an assist for the
Farmers and Kayla Lima scored once.
Goalkeeper Caitlyn Finnerty made
five saves.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ALHLETES OF THE WEEK...Riley Thompson, a sophomore on
the varsity tennis team, made her way to the top of the lineup playing first singles.
She is currently 4-2 leading the team to the first round of counties. Dan Curren,
a senior quarterback on the varsity football team, rushed for 154 yards and scored
two touchdowns in the Cougars’ home opener 24-14 victory over previously
undefeated Rahway.

Highlander Boys Top
Soccer Cougars, 3-1

Josiah Crawford netted all three
goals in a 3-1 Governor Livingston
High School boys soccer win over
Cranford in Berkeley Heights on Sep-
tember 19. Tom Candeloro and Fran-
cisco Cunningham each added an as-
sist for the 3-1 Highlanders. Sam Clark
scored for the 3-2 Cougars and An-
drew Rojo made 15 saves, while Andre
Perez Santalia made 11 saves.
Cranford 1 0 1
Gov. Livingston 2 1 3

WF Girls Top SPF,
J. Dayton in Tennis

The Westfield High School girls
tennis team improved to 9-4 with 5-
0 shutouts of the Jonathan Dayton
Bulldogs on September 18 and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders on
September 19. Against the Bulldogs,
Rachel Rothenberg defeated Fabi-
ana Suarez, 6-1, 6-2, at first singles,
Charlotte Clausen topped Jordyn
Engel, 6-0, 6-1, at second singles
and Mitra Kumarasamy stopped
Rachel Lefkowitz, 6-0, 6-0, at third
singles. Samira Morin and Eliza
Weiniger won their first doubles
match, 6-0, 6-0, and Leah Bremer
and Lucy Engel won their second
doubles match, 6-0, 6-0.

Against the Raiders, Rothenberg
was put to the test by Gauri Deshpande
but pulled out a three set, 6-2, 5-7, 10-
8, win at first singles. Clausen beat
Alexa Chan at second singles, 6-3, 6-
3, and Kumarasamy topped Shefali
Dhaiya, 6-1, 6-1, at third singles.
Bremer and Earl jumped up to first
doubles and won their match, 6-0, 6-
2. Haley Gasson and Coco Herz won
their second doubles match, 6-3, 6-3.

Cougar Gymnasts Top
Summit Hilltoppers

The Cranford High School gym-
nastics team recorded its highest total
of the season with a 107.475-101.475
victory over the Summit Hilltoppers
in Cranford on September 18. Cougar
Bee Iosso took top honors in the all-
around with a 36.675, followed by
Hilltoppers Catherine Singow at
35.675 and Caroline Griffith at
33.025.

Iosso had the highest score in the
vault at 9.375, followed by teammate
Gabby Markase at 9.0 and Singow at
8.925. Iosso also won the uneven bars
with a score of 9.225, followed by
teammate Catherine Blowe at 9.075
and Singow at 8.625. Singow took
first on the balance beam with a 9.0,
followed by Cougars Iosso and Kelly
McAuliffe at 8.925. Summit’s Mar-
garet Griffith took third at 8.625.
McAuliffe won the floor exercise with
a 9.475, followed by Iosso and
Markase at 9.15, and Singow with a
9.125.

Raider Gymnasts Beat
Johnson, 101.275-95.55

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School gymnastics team upped its
record to 4-1 with a 101.275-95.55
victory over the AL Johnson Crusad-
ers on September 18. Their were no
all-around scores recorded, however
Raider Izzy Sutton took top honors in
two events. Sutton won the uneven
bars with an 8.65 total, followed by
teammates Kelly Zimmerman at 8.5
and Kate Perez at 8.4. Sutton also
won the balance beam with an 8.75,
followed by Crusader Angela Pieros
at 8.4 and Raider Shelby Kumpf at
7.875.

Kumpf tied Pieros for the highest
score on the floor exercise with an
8.8, followed by Raider Natalia Nervi
at 8.3. Pieros won the vault with an
8.85, followed by Kumpf at 8.8 and
Raider Kristy Cerini at 8.65.

High School Sport Shorts:
Blue Devils Rip Linden

In Boys Soccer, 4-0
The visiting Westfield High School

boys soccer team upped its record to
5-1-1 with a 4-0 shutout of Linden on
September 23. Jack Dobosiewicz
nette a goal and an assist, while Henry
Schwartz, Chris Beaulieu and Devon
Tikku tacked on one goal each, and
Brian Hinkel and Matt Canabarro each
added an assist. Goalkeepers Josh
Mendelson and Matt Cetlin each made
two saves.
Westfield 0 4 4
Linden 0 0 0

Cougars Defeat Ridge
In Gymnastics Meet
The Cranford High School gym-

nastic team recorded its highest to-
tal of the season with a 108.7-103.45
victory over Ridge on September
22. Bea Iosso, who won the all-
around with a total of 37.375, swept
first in every event. Cougars Maddy
Larrabee at 35.7 and Gabby
Markase at 35.2 placed 2-3 in the
all-around.

Iosso at 9.3, Larrabee at 8.85 and
Markase at 8.8 placed 1-2-3 in the
vault. Iosso took first on the uneven
bars with a score of 9.175, followed
by teammates Catherine Blowe and
Erin Infante both at 8.975 and
Larrabee at 8.775. Iosso won the
balance beam with a 9.55, followed
by Ridge’s Gabriela Losada at 9.2
and Larrabee at 9.075. Iosso won
the floor exercise with a 9.3, fol-
lowed byMarkase at 9.225 and
Losada at 9.075.

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS...Cougar junior Grace DiGiovanni, No. 4, and Blue Devil junior Josie Greenwood, No. 13, position
themselves hip-to-hip in the overtime thriller at Memorial Field in Cranford on September 19.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, September 28, 2017 Page 13

Cougars Step Up; ‘Run’ Past Rahway, 24-14
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY FOR

NONPAYMENT OF TAXES, ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS

Public notice is hereby given that I, Colleen M. Huehn, Collector of Taxes of the Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union will sell
at public auction on MONDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2017 in the Municipal Court, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 9:00 o’clock
in the morning or at such later time and place to which said sale may then be adjourned, all of the several lots and parcels of land assessed
to the respective persons whose names are set opposite each respective parcel as the owner thereof for the total amount of municipal
liens chargeable against said lands respectively, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-1, et seq. as computed to the 23rd DAY OF
OCTOBER 2017.

Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of municipal liens chargeable against each parcel
of said land assessed as one parcel, together with interest and costs to the date of the sale. Said lands will be sold at the lowest rate
of interest bid,  but in no case in excess of 18%. Payments for said parcels shall be made prior to the conclusion of the sale in the form
of cash, certified check or money order or other method previously approved by the Tax Collector or the property will  be resold. Properties
for which there are no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the Township of Scotch Plains at an interest rate of 18%.

At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property with interest and costs. Payment must be in the
form of cash or certified check.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution
Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-:10A-1 et seq.) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.), In addition, the municipality is
precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner
of the site.

In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the Tax Collector should be notified immediately.

TYPE OF
BLOCK & LOT OWNER NAME PROPERTY LOCATION  CHARGES TOTAL

00101  0018 ANGELERI,I,TRUSTEE %MASCOTT CO 325 TERRILL RD S $203.09
00102  0014 SANCHEZ, NICHOL 372 FARLEY  AVE S $156.75
00102  0026 VELECELA, SECUNDO 316 FARLEY  AVE S $297.38
00201.01   0018 CBS01 THOMAS,JAMEL & ;LOUIS P MELISS 1540 FRONT   ST S $252.68
00202  0008 TABAK, ALAN 448 FARLEY  AVE S $207.19
00204.02   0001 CPC04 SINGH, RAVEEN 1533 E SECOND ST #B4 S $294.09
00302  0006 DAVIDSON, JEFFREY/GRECO, CAROL 512 FARLEY  AVE S $295.19
00302  0009 LE,ANDY T & LINH 524 FARLEY  AVE S $324.85
00302  0022 BARKER,DAVID K & KAREN L 515 CICILIA PL T S $2,083.33
00402  0012 GILLIAM, EUGENIA 545 BEVERLY AVE T $272.89
00404  0002.01 E-2 WILLOW, LLC 17181720 E SECOND ST T $27,305.49
00404  0012 RIOS-FRUTOS, FATIMA 548 WILLOW  AVE S $297.61
00404  0029 ROSARIO, MARIA 527 HUNTER  AVE S $322.64
00502  0008 AUSTIN, LEBA GAIL 426 HUNTER  AVE S $297.38
00502  0014 BUONTEMPO, RICHARD 1635 E SECOND ST S $920.21
00503  0028 MARTINEZ, CARLOS & CAMPOS, PAO 415 HUNTER  AVE S $295.19
00601  0028 OSATO-DARKO,J/HAMMOND,M 332 HOE   AVE S $300.68
00602  0003 MARTINEZ,V/MARTINEZ-BROWN,C 323 HOE   AVE T $282.75
00602  0012 SANDOVAL,OSBALDO & IVONNE 361 HOE   AVE S $331.01
00602  0016 JONES, STEVE 1601 FRONT   ST S $297.38
00602  0024 CAGGIANO, KEVIN 350 JACKSON AVE S $109.97
00603  0011 PAGAN, JUAN 365 JACKSON AVE S $162.26
00704  0014 BANKS, ALBERT & MELINDA 218 MYRTLE  AVE S $289.70
00705  0015 PEREZ, JOSE LUIS & LINDA RUTH 1781 MOUNTAIN AVE S $292.99
00705  0018 LOCKHART, WILMA J 236 HAVEEN   AVE T $282.75
00707  0001 1766 ROUTE 22 LLC 1771 ROUTE 22 T $194.89
00801  0003 POWELL, BENJAMIN III & SHAROND 214 PINEHURST AVE S $157.74
00901  0023 WILLIAMS, MARLENE & JOHN 365 HUNTER  AVE S $298.49
00902  0013 LEWIS,MARION L & WILLIAM A 344 MYRTLE  AVE S $151.77
00903  0004 RICHARDSON, SAM III & STEPHANI 353 MYRTLE  AVE S $153.98
00903  0013 JOHNSON, VALERIE A 1744 MOUNTAIN AVE T S $9,121.34
00903  0021 SCHOMBERG, PLATO J 330 SYCAMORE AVE O $516.04
01001  0030 KNECHTEL, PAUL & PATRICIA L 340 CEDAR GROVE TR S $311.67
01102  0012 JACOBUS, STEVEN - JACOBUS, JOA 411 MYRTLE  AVE S $207.19
01201  0029 ROSKO, ANNA 1806 E SECOND ST S $297.38
01401  0033 DIFRANCESCO, MILVA & ASMAT, MI 570 FOREST  RD S $50.11
01602  0010 POLANCO,ALASTOR & BONNIE 1956 GRAND ST S $291.33
02103  0012 MAZZEI,ROBERT J 2005 WESTFIELD AVE 2FAM S $295.97
02103  0013 FLYNN, KEVIN 1997 WESTFIELD AVE S $321.09
02201  0039 DI GUISEPPE, MAURO 1957 BIRCH ST T S $8,606.14
02501  0013 SPIEGEL, GARY & ANN 506 WESTFIELD RD S $305.07
02602  0007 DUMONT,JOHN & THOMPSON,BRENDA 372 RIDGEVIEW AVE S $299.86
10801  0003.02 MESSERCOLA BROS. BUILDING CO, 1 NORWEGIAN WOODS RD T $2,798.42
02802  0023 GRAY,CHRISTOPHER & CYNTHIA H/W 2057 PROSPECT AVE S $296.29
02803  0007 SANTORO,SCOTT & BERNADINE 2048 PROSPECT AVE S $306.65
02904  0002 SAILSMAN, LORNA 2205 MOUNTAIN AVE S $157.27
03002  0001 PILGRIM, BARRY J & JACQUELIN K 2200 MOUNTAIN AVE S $167.50
03002  0003 RUSSELL, DONA Y ESTATE OF 2210 MOUNTAIN AVE S $291.89
03201  0003 NANAYAKKARA, JANAKA 541 WESTFIELD RD S $154.48
03301  0007 TEZUCAR, ONUR-BARDSLEY, JESSIC 563 WESTFIELD RD S $36.92
03301  0015 WHITE, TERENCE J & LAURIE E 582 WEST CT S $298.49
03603  0008 KLUCKAS, CHRISTOPHER & JENNIFE 2274 COLES AVE S $297.38
03603  0031 ZYDALIS, DENNIS 2343 BELVEDERE DR S $299.86

03703  0013 2318 MOUNTAIN SCOTCH PLAINS LL 2318 MOUNTAIN AVE T S $4,692.04
03703  0024 FRANCO, ISMAEL & PASQUALINA 336 HENRY ST S $299.58
03902  0003 SAFI, JUDY; SIMPSON, ALICIA 185 WATCHUNG TR S $289.76
03903  0003 OLIVEIRA, RUI & DEOLINDA 2377 LAKE PARK TR S $316.06
03905  0022 VUONO, LISA & VELLA, SAL 210 ELM CT S $322.43
03906  0012 SHEVLIN, RICHARD 224 HARDING RD T $11,027.93
04103  0001 REAGAN, JAMES JR & NICOLE 2405 ROSE ST S $289.70
04201  0002 BEIRNE, MATTHEW & KAREN 502 VICTOR ST T S $7,571.66
04202  0015 CORDERO, ROBERTO & KATRINA 2429 WESTFIELD AVE S $29.04
04301  0020 RODRIGUEZ, RAMON & GRISELDA 515 VICTOR ST S $305.07
04302  0015 EGUES-DELGADO, MARIA 537 WARREN  ST S $302.88
04901.01   0003 CO102 LAI, RONALD 102 DONATO  CR S $309.47
04901.02   0003 CO206 WEEMS, MELVINA 206 DONATO  CR S $311.67
04901.03   0003 CO304 SCHNEIDER, LINDY 304 DONATO  CR T S $477.37
04901.03   0003 CO310 GARLAND, SAKINAH 310 DONATO  CR S $153.40
04901.04   0003 CO408 HENWOOD,GORDON C 408 DONATO  CR S $287.47
05802  0008 BIRD, RONALD & FRANCINE 363 ROBERTS LN S $295.01
06001  0029.04 ROGERS, RICHARD & NOELLA - EVA 2573 MADISON AVE S $299.86
06001  0030 VELEZ, GALO & CLAUDIA P 2583 MADISON AVE S $325.54
06301  0003 TURPIN, PAULINE LARK 2509 SMITH   ST T $3,599.62
06301  0004 PHILLIPS, LINCOLN ESTATE OF 2521 SMITH   ST S $207.19
06301  0006 HACKETT, MARY C/O J. RICHMOND 2529 SMITH   ST T $272.89
06701  0013 HARMER, ROBERT & KIMBERLY 2267 OLD FARM RD S $162.08
07201  0005.16 MEJIA, SALVADOR 809 O’DONNELL AVE S $156.34
07303  0020 MC COY, CALVIN A 2704 PLAINFIELD AVE T $2,874.40
07701  0014 LIBERMAN,BARBARA 2281 HILL   RD S $166.77
07704  0005 BUCKRIDEE, WINSTON & PATRICIA 2286 HILL   RD S $299.86
07802  0014 TUPELO HILL ASSOCIATES LLC 906 CENTER  ST T $11,365.74
08001  0022 CUCCURULLO, ANTHONY P III & DO 2365 LONGFELLOW AVE S $161.56
08404  0006 GORBUNOFF, DAVID & ILYSE 2224 ALGONQUIN DR S $314.95
08504  0029 MASON, KEVIN & MARYANN 2101 MAPLEVIEW CT T S $12,381.56
08504  0033 SENATORE, ALBERT & ROSICLER S 2083 MAPLEVIEW CT S $297.38
08702  0001.0101 1927 EVELYN STREET LLC 1925 EVELYN  ST S $120.11
08801  0005 CHOQUE, VICTOR WALTEN 1169 MARTINE AVE S $298.49
08801  0010 NEAL, WAYNE & ALICIA 1160 WASHINGTON AVE S $153.94
08802  0009 MORGAN, LINDA 1159 WASHINGTON AVE T S $5,917.31
09401  0007 SAVOCA, JOHN C JR & MICHELE A 1909 MARY ELLEN LN S $299.26
09501  0011 LUSK, MICHAEL & PATRICIA 1200 CHRISTINE CI S $314.95
09601  0021 BUBAN,MICHAEL/FINGER,SUSANNA B 2051 W BROAD ST S $305.07
09603  0008 ZUBRICKAS, JOAN ANNE 1276 WHITE OAK RD S $292.99
10201  0015 THEODORE,KATIA/THEODORE,HELLO 1351 GRAYMILL DR S $308.37
10301  0028 CARO ESPOSITO, ANTONIO & CLAUD 1301 MARTINE AVE S $304.19
10801  0003.03 MESSERCOLA BROS. BUILDING CO, 2 NORWEGIAN WOODS RD T $3,088.72
11204  0016 SICOLI,ROBERT & POFELDT,E 1591 SHACKAMAXON DR S $311.67
11902  0006 MURPHY, SEAN & BARBARA J 6 GAYCROFT DR S $302.88
12001  0022 LEON, LAWRENCE & MARITZA 18 ESSEX   RD S O $210.72
12101  0004 SEIFERT, GEORGE & MONICA 5 FRANCES LN T S $18,999.22
12201  0025.07 STIRLING CHASE INC%AMHERST MGM PASTIME PL T $1,461.99
12201  0026.14 ROCKMAN, SHARON 17 TRAVEELLER WY S $306.17
12301  0011 CHARLES, PAUL 9 MANITOU WY S $279.77
12302  0006 GIBBS,JACQUELINE 16 MANITOU WY S $298.49
12401  0046 PEDERSEN, STEVEN & SUSAN 1889 NORTH GATE RD S $303.98
12501  0005 MAC DOWELL, GAYLE A 1808 CHAPEL  RD T $9,800.40
12605  0002 HOUSEL, DAVID B 1932 FARMINGDALE RD T $7,041.03
13001  0003 CLEARVIEW EQUITIES LLC 1858 QUIMBY  LN T $3,710.84
13201  0009 COLASANTI, ANDREW V & KIMBERLY 1876 LAMBERTS MILL RD S $296.29
13301  0017 CHARLES,MATTHEW & SHERRY 4 LINDEN  LN S $355.59
13301  0021 ROMEO, DOMENICK - MAURER, KRIS 5 LINDEN  LN S $307.27
13302  0010 STEELE, SCOTT K & NICOLE S 2035 WINDING BROOK WY S $320.61
13701.15   0003 CB010 RONGO, FE 10 BURNHAM VI S $88.29
13701.21   0003 CE019 LUSARDI, HELEN 19 EASTHAM VI T S $11,019.76
13701.42  0004 CRE09 SIEGAL, ADAM 1009 CELLAR AVEENUE S $279.40
13701.43 0004 CRE31 NOVAK, SUSAN 1031 CELLAR AVEENUE S $272.90
13701.43 0004 CRE41 MC CONNAUGHEY, KELLY 1041 CELLAR AVEENUE S $279.40
14301  0010 AGOSTINHO, LIZABETH 10 DONSEN  LN S $291.89
14301  0026 FEDORCZYK,SUZANNE 1410 RARITAN RD S $312.76
14601  0023 SANGHAVI,CHETNA N 1061 RARITAN RD T O $14,588.84
14603  0006 HOLMES, R & C C/O OFFICE OF PU 1541 ASHBROOK DR T $6,306.56
14901  0058 SPRAGUE, RICHARD & JOANNE 1280 TERRILL RD S $177.69
15303  0017 BYRNE, JACQUELINE PATRICIA 1230 TERRILL RD S $295.45
15601  0012 HERNANDEZ, LIGIA N 1011 LOCUST  AVE T $132.13
16001  0008 NRZREO IV CORP C/O NATIONSTAR 1010 RARITAN RD S $338.72
16402  0001.03 ALZOOBAEE, FAIZ & MAHA 6 KING   ST T $14,847.74
 (Charge Legend: T=Taxes, S=Sewer, W=Water, I=SID, F=Fox-Lnc, O=Other Munic)

Colleen M. Huehn,
Collector of Taxes

4 T - 09/28, 10/05, 10/12 & 10/19/17, The Times Fee: $1499.40
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end zone for a 14-yard touchdown
and a 14-0 lead at the half.

The third quarter began with
Valentino Ambrosio’s kickoff into the
end zone. He would go on to boot
three more of his four second-half
kickoffs into the end zone, allowing
only one return. On Rahway’s first
play Cougar Owen Ballweg recov-
ered a fumble at the 17. After a 16-
yard run by Anthony Araujo (11
rushes, 45 yards) followed by a five-
yard penalty, Josh Cadet hooked left
for a six-yard touchdown and
Ambrosio kicked the point after.

Rahway went three-and-out on its
next series. Cranford took over at its
48 and on the fifth running play, quar-
terback Daniel Curren (15 rushes,
111 yards) found an opening in the
middle and slanted left for a 31-yard
touchdown with 6:12 left in the quar-
ter. Ambrosio nailed the point after to
knot the score.

The fury continued and ravenous
pressure from the defensive line forced
the Rahway punter to kick the ball
straight up into the air resulting in great
field position at the Indian 21. On the
second play, Curren shot through the
middle for an 18-yard touchdown.
Ambrosio hit the point after and the
Cougars were in front 21-14.

Curren injured his ankle on the
Cougars’ next series but running back
Jamie Shriner (10 carries, 47 yards)
took control and marched his team
from the Cranford 20 to the Rahway
20 where Ambrosio attempted a 37-
yard field goal but missed with 10:10
left in the game.

“With our offense, I can run any
position. If they need me to come in
and run wildcat, I can do it,” Shriner
said. “I can go to slot, I can go to
tailback. If they need me to run quar-
terback, I can do it.”

“It was working so we just kept
going. We didn’t need to change it,”
Curren added.

“First half it was a little shaky but
24 points in the second half. I am very
proud of them. Matt Savino, the big
guy, Jack Carroll. They are big guys
opening the holes. I was able to get
outside,” Shriner said.

“I have been on the offensive line. I
think to this point, they’ve unachieved
but they stepped up in the second half.
We try and not play any of our offen-
sive linemen both ways. Budnik is the
only one and he got a little gassed and
I put Kevin Easse in and he did a good
job. I think we started to wear them
out. Some of their guys playing up
front are some of their skill guys and I
think they got a little gassed. That was
a huge factor in the game,” Coach
Rosenmeier pointed out.

Cougar defensive back Dante
Cassaro intercepted a Rahway pass at
the Cranford 24. The next Rahway
possession went three-and-out.
Cranford took over at its own 39 and
marched the ball to the 22 on six
running plays where Ambrosio added
insurance with a 39-yard field goal
with 1:58 remaining.

“He sealed the game for us at the
end. Missed the first one but made the
second one. That’s all that matters,”
Curren said.

“He is a weapon. There’s no doubt
about. I told them this morning I
thought the key on special teams was
for us to position punt the ball. I
thought ‘Mac’ [Jack McAleavey] did
a great job of that. He [Ambrosio]
only missed one where they got to
return it on the kickoff. He put the rest
of them in the end zone, including
that one into the wind, which was a
huge play. If you got to go 80 yards as
a high school football team, it’s a

daunting task. For us to make them do
that was a huge weapon for us. Then
the field goal gave us breathing room,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

His final kickoff into the end zone
put the Indians in a situation of view-
ing 80 yards of turf to cover. It did not
happen when defensive back Elijah
Arroyo (10 tackles) after a Budnik
tip, intercepted at midfield.

“He’s a great player! He’s a leader,”
Budnik said of Arroyo. “I should have
got that. I dropped that. It went right
through my hands but we got the ball
back. It’s contagious. Cranford foot-
ball, that’s the way it is. So we got to
keep on getting better and keep get-
ting wins.”

“We are playing Cranford football
now. We haven’t been playing it the
first two weeks and now we are play-
ing Cranford football. There’s going
to be a lot more,” Curren promised.

“We started with aggressive de-
fense. We started to wake up, made
adjustments. Our defense, we can play
with the best but we got to fix some
things and keep getting better. We are
on the upswing. I am excited for the
rest of the season. Ready for big
things,” Budnik said.

“They were able to play hard in all
positions and people upheld their re-
sponsibilities. As bad as we played in
the first half, our defense hung in
there when our offense kept putting
them back on the field. That was one
of the keys to the game that we were
in striking distance,” Coach
Rosenmeier expressed.

“It’s going to be a long road ahead
but I hope we can run the table and get
a good seed for our section. It’s a
winnable schedule coming up,”
Shriner said.
Rahway 0 14 0 0 14
Cranford 0 0 21 3 24

Blue Devils Run Past Franklin Gridders, 23-7
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

signaled a change in momentum to-
wards the home team. Moments later
Franklin quarterback Antonio Scott
delivered a play-action strike deep
down the sideline to Tykey Reinberry
for a 48-yard touchdown pass.
Reinberry split a pair of Westfield
defensive backs to get open, hauling
in the pass inside the 10-yard line
before crossing the goal line. The
score cut the Westfield lead to 9-7
with 2:04 to play in the half. Mean-
while, the Franklin defense was sud-
denly stuffing the Blue Devil running
game by bringing up extra defenders
close to the line of scrimmage.
Westfield quarterback Hank Shapiro
was unable to take advantage of the

one-on-one coverage and the teams
went to the break with Westfield cling-
ing to a tenuous 9-7 lead.

The trend continued into the sec-
ond half with Westfield unable to
move the ball on the ground effec-
tively against a stacked front. All that
changed when the Blue Devils forced
a punt and took possession at their
26-yard line with 5:14 to play in the
third quarter. A couple of Alliegro
runs into the middle of the line netted
nine yards. After gaining a first down
via penalty, Shapiro connected with
Emmitt Smith on a slant for 15 yards
to the Warrior 46.

The drive appeared about to stall
when facing a fourth-and-four at the
Franklin 40 yard line, Westfield Coach
DeSarno decided to change things up
a bit. He inserted Jake Vall-Llobera
into the backfield. Normally a starter
on the defensive line, the 6’4” 221

pound senior took a direct snap and
plowed up the middle for five yards
and a critical first down.

“It is a package we have with Jake
where we put him in there in certain
situations,” said DeSarno. “Franklin
has a lot of speed and they loaded the
box in the second quarter against us,
so they were causing a lot of prob-
lems. We could have tried to bring
them out of it with the pass. We prob-
ably could have tried that a little more
than we did but I wasn’t going to lose
confidence in our offensive line to
regain control of the game for us.
Jake gave us a little spark back there.”

Vall-Llobera would carry the ball
on the same play for three of the next

four attempts, advancing the offense
to the Franklin 23-yard line. Vall-
Llobera running behind a revitalized
Westfield offensive line paid imme-
diate dividends as the Franklin de-
fense began losing players to injury
on successive plays. On a first-and-
10 play from the 23-yard line, out of
a shotgun formation, Alliegro took a
handoff up the middle and raced un-
touched into the end zone for a 16-7
lead with 10:40 remaining in the game.
The touchdown capped a bone
crunching, 13 play, 74 yard drive that
took 6:23 off of the clock.

The Westfield defense then forced
a three-and-out series and after Smith
returned a punt 20 yards to the
Franklin 40, the Blue Devils were in
business again. Three plays later
Alliegro raced 25 yards up the middle,
untouched for another touchdown
making it 23-7 with 7:17 to play. The
scoring burst was almost identical to
Alliegro’s earlier touchdown.

“All credit to our ‘O’ line,” said

Alliegro. “Franklin was stacking the
box with nine, sometimes 10 players
in the first half and they really stuffed
us for a while. On the two touchdown
runs, I did not even get touched.”

Franklin was unable to mount much
of a threat the rest of the way and their
night ended fittingly with Vall-Llobera
sacking the quarterback for a 15-yard
loss on fourth down. Vall-Llobera
and the rest of the seniors came to-
gether at the half and talked about the
need to take charge of the game in the
second half.

“We have a young team this year,”
said Vall-Llobera. “So it was defi-
nitely on our minds that we needed to
step up as seniors to help get through

this. We’ve got some great young
players on this team and we felt like
we needed to do our part. When coach
put me in the backfield to spell Tim
Alliegro, he knew I was going to play
the game with the attitude and men-
tality of a defensive player.”

Vall-Llobera finished with 16 yards
on six rushing attempts. Drew Ortiz
had 13 tackles on defense. Shapiro
went 6-for-10 for 48 yards.
Westfield   7   2   0 14 23
Franklin   0   7   0   0 7

Photo Courtesy of Andrew Hooey

BRINGING DOWN AN INDIAN...Cougar linebacker Matt Doran, No. 20, brings down Rahway Indian running back
Dashon Moore, No. 1, at Memorial Field in Cranford on September 22. The Cougars won 24-14.

Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLINGING TO A WARRIOR...Blue Devil linebacker Sean Dwyer, No. 19, and an unidentified teammate cling to a Warrior
running back while Adam McDaniel, No. 2, Ben Buontempo, No. 44, Shea Elliott, No. 43, and Jacob Dayon, No. 4, close in.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Making the Case For
More Women In Government

Downtown Westfield Needs
Comprehensive, Team Effort

Cranford Hist. Soc. Thanks All
For Support of 90th Anniversary

Kenilworth Showed Lack of Effort In
Planning 9/11 Observance

As a father of a socially-conscious
15-year-old girl, I bemoan the level
of political discourse in our country
today. I am continually embarrassed
by elected leaders who put party be-
fore principle and ignore offensive
behavior toward women. How did we
get here and what can be done to
solve this crisis? One solution, I be-
lieve, is to encourage more women to
get involved in the political process.

Although women comprise 50 per-
cent of the U.S. population, there are
four times as many men holding
elected office as women. And though
the number of women in office has
risen significantly over the past 25
years, their percentage remains woe-
fully low. Women comprise only 19
percent of the U.S. Congress, and in
New Jersey, women hold less than
one third of the seats in the State
Legislature. Here in Westfield, only
one of the nine elected positions (town
council and mayor) is held by a
woman.

Why does this matter? Aside from
the issue of gender parity, women in
elected office bring fresh perspective
to issues. According to research of
women in the workplace, they are
more willing to collaborate and com-
promise and thus they are more likely
to cross the aisle in order to achieve
effective solutions. In addition, fe-
male politicians tend to have a differ-
ent focus on policies, such as
healthcare, education, the environ-
ment and jobs. And lastly, women
treat their male counterparts with more
respect and civility.

So why aren’t there more women in
office? Unfortunately, we know fe-
male leaders are often treated harshly

in the press based on their appear-
ance. Women are forced to navigate
political systems that were designed
and maintained by men for centuries.
And women also tend to downplay
their accomplishments and are less
likely to be recruited to run.

To address this under-representa-
tion, we all need to do more to inspire
and motivate our young women to
become leaders. Organizations such
as Girls Learn International, as cham-
pioned at Westfield High School, pro-
vide important opportunities for
young girls to empower one another
through education and activism. Let
us not forget, women represent one
half of the world’s skills and knowl-
edge, and we do ourselves a great
disservice when we ignore this im-
mense pool of talent.

If we want to improve the political
discourse on the national level we
need to start locally; for today’s local
leaders become tomorrow’s state and
national representatives. Women play
an important role in society and their
involvement in the political process
has never been more critical. This is
not to say that a candidate’s gender
should be your only consideration,
but let it be food for thought as we
prepare to enter the voting booths on
November 7.

We live in a time when some poli-
ticians still think it is funny to demean
and even to assault women with in-
sults, name-calling and tweets. I, for
one, think we can do better.

Jim Boyes
Westfield

On behalf of myself and the
Cranford Historical Society’s Board
of Trustees, we would like to thank
those of the community and our mem-
bers who came out to help us cel-
ebrate the Cranford Historical
Society’s 90th anniversary in preserv-
ing and perpetuating the history of
this great town for now and future
generations.

Our heartfelt thank you to our spon-
sor PSE&G. For more than 110 years,
PSE&G’s firm commitment to New
Jersey and the communities it serves
has been unwavering – both by the
company and its employees. With
more than 13,000 employees active
in their communities and ambassa-
dors for the company, PSE&G not
only is an energy leader, but a deeply
engaged corporate citizen involved,
on many levels, in strengthening the
communities it serves. By engaging
employees, the company takes on an
active leadership role not only with
regard to their business goals, but
also on environmental issues and com-
munity engagement. The company’s
experience demonstrates that it is
possible to power the economy, pro-
vide good jobs for people, and pro-
tect the environment at the same time.

A special thank you to Eileen Leahey,
director, External Affairs of PSE&G,
for making this sponsorship possible.

Our special thank you to Dreyer
Farms for the use of their historic
farm, especially to John and Martha
Dreyer, Jessica Dreyer, Dawn, Chris-
tine and Justine for their presence in
helping us during the event, and
Tomasello Winery for the wine tast-
ing and donation. Thank you to our
contributors and volunteers and to
my co-chair, Addie Vogel, and com-
mittee, Martha Dreyer, Cassie Roty
and Shirley Gazsi. I could not have
done it without everyone involved in
this event.

Our event was a huge success and I
am honored to be the president of this
fantastic educational, non-profit or-
ganization.

Anyone interested in becoming a
member can obtain a membership
form at the Cranford Library, Hanson
House and on our website,
www.cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.
Any questions, please call our office
at (908) 276-0082 or e-mail us at
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.

Margaret Gerlach
President

team effort once again. Many goals of the
1999 plan such as infrastructure improve-
ments have yet to be accomplished and
competition from the Internet, shopping
centers and other redeveloping down-
towns is growing. Westfield needs to step
up its game. After reviewing the platform
of mayoral candidate Shelley Brindle and
discussing downtown and community
planning with her, I am excited that she
wants to lead this effort. Shelley clearly
understands that community planning
downtown and in all of our neighbor-
hoods is about communication, sharing
information and inviting citizens to get
involved. Westfield has wonderful exist-
ing assets such as an accomplished town
planner, an experienced and creative
DWC executive director and significant
talent in this community to sit on land use
boards and commissions including the
Planning Board, Zoning Board of Ad-
justment, Architectural Review and His-
toric Preservation. We need to unleash all
this knowledge, creativity and passion
for Westfield and empower all interested
citizens to join in building Westfield’s
future. Shelley Brindle has convinced me
that she will do this as mayor and she has
my strong support.

Michael La Place
Westfield

Shame on my borough
(Kenilworth). This was very hard to
put pen to paper on the following
which you are about to read. But I
cannot contain myself as a veteran,
police officer and as an American. I
was insulted, offended and disap-
pointed in the effort put forth by my
borough in the observance of Patriot
Day. This event was under the direc-
tion of our Chief of Police, John
Zimmerman.

This listless effort began with noth-
ing, literally nothing. There was no
public notification by the chief, either
by the printed word, video or robo
call. It was almost like a last-minute
decision to go forward with this most
sacred observance.

Residents were asking each other,
did you hear anything about our Pa-
triot Day/9-11 observance? They all
shrugged their shoulders in a nega-
tive gesture and a verbal response, I
don’t know. That’s just SAD!!

As September 11th approached, I
took it upon myself to go directly to
Borough Hall. I was told there would
be a service but it would be scaled
down. I responded, really and in my
thoughts I wondered why.

Are those lost souls not relevant
anymore? Is it that the pain that their
loved ones live with every day is less
today?

The day of the event, my wife and
I arrived at the courtyard of Borough
Hall at 6 p.m. We took a seat on a
bench, scanned the area and saw there
were no chairs set up or equipment in
place. Then the chief came walking
out of Borough Hall with an exten-
sion cord in hand looking for its place-
ment and power source. A speaker
system consisted of a microphone
and a small black box.

Last minute, chairs began to be set up
in front of the memorial; chaos was the
order of the day. The speaker system
was so inadequate that most were un-
able to hear and understand what was
being said. There were no bagpipes, no
flurry of the colors and no programs.
The only bright spot of this event was
the voice of Mr. Stubbs with his elegant
renditions of “The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner” and “GOD Bless America.”

If you the reader looked at any
newspaper or tuned to any TV chan-
nel, you saw the reverence which
communities surrounding us had for
this sacred day, from Roselle Park to
Cranford to Union to New York City.

So I end this criticism and with a
solution. Give me the power and au-
thority and I will make our respectful
and reverent tribute to those who were
lost and their families.

This shameful performance should
never be repeated again.

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

EDISON MOVING SALE

38 Clive Hills Road
Fri 9/29 - Sat 9/30, 10am to 3pm
Motorcycles, Gear, Trailer, Pool
Table, Pinball Machine, Sports
Memorabilia, Weights, Benches
& Exercise Equipment, Tanning
Bed, Office Furniture, Electronics,
Patio Furniture, Tools & More!

For pics DovetailsUSA.com

APPRENTICE

Opportunity for a dependable
person with integrity to train in the
land surveying profession.
Interesting & varied field and office
work with top equipment.
Extensive walking and some
climbing. Excellent salary &
advancement opportunity.

Email resume or letter to
ed@teunisensurveying.com

APARTMENT FOR RENT

CRANFORD - Clean 3-1/2 rms,
2nd fl, refrig, wall-oven, stove, w/
w carpeting, heat/AC, $975 and
1-1/2 mths security. Avail. Oct 1st.

(908) 276-4415

PRESCHOOL TEACHER

PRESCHOOL TEACHER: Lkg for
an experienced, warm and
nurturing teacher for Christian
Cranford-based full day
classroom, 8:30-4:30pm, M-F.
Must know Creative Curriculum.

Send resume to
calvarynscc-office@verizon.net

or fax (908) 272-1744

FOR SALE

Assorted tools.
Excellent quality & condition.

(908) 276-6172

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

12 temp farmworkers needed
10/15/17 - 12/1/17. Workers will
perform various duties associated
with hand harvesting vegetables
according to their supervisors
instructions. Workers will have
extensive periods of sitting,
standing, walking pushing, pulling,
repetitive movement, frequent
stopping and lifting up to 75 lbs.
Must have 3 months verifiable
experience hand harvesting a
perishable crop & affirmative
verifiable job references. May
random drug test at employer's
expense. Guaranteed at least 3/4
of contract hours but hours will
vary according to weather and crop
conditions. Hours may exceed or
be less than 40 hours. Work tools,
supplies, equipment provided at
no cost. Housing provided for non-
commuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $12.38/hr or
current applicable AEWR. Raise/
bonus at employer discretion.
EOE. Worksites in Monroe NY.
Report or send a resume to the
nearest NJ Career Center office
or call 908-412-7980 & ref job
#NY1227899. Leverenz Farms Inc
- Hamlin, NY

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

EXQUISITE OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT

123 SOUTH AVE E, WESTFIELD
Impressive 22x14 office w/20ft
ceiling on the 3rd fl of a beautifully
renovated building ($1,150.00),
and a separate space on 1st fl
($2,200.00) are available.
Call LA at (908) 233-4840

EXPERT  MATH  TUTOR

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521

HELP NEEDED

Baltusrol Golf Club, located in
Springfield, New Jersey has
available full-time and part-time
positions. The Food & Beverage
Department is hiring servers,
bussers, and bartenders. Some
experience is preferred but
enthusiastic applicants can apply.
Baltusrol has on-site parking, is
near to public transportation, and
provides a friendly and safe
working environment, with above
industry standard pay rates.
Please reach out to Brian Baldwin

Club House Manager
bbaldwin@baltusrol.org

WESTFIELD
Monday, September 11, Kimberly

A. Bargiel, 33, of Kenilworth was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
from Westfield with $500 bail pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop in the area
of Springfield Avenue and Woodbrook
Circle. She was transported to police
headquarters, where she was processed
and released after posting full bail.

Monday, September 11, Brian D.
O’Dwyer, 18, of Westfield responded
to police headquarters to satisfy an
active traffic warrant issued by the
Madison Police Department. He was
processed and released after posting
$350 bail.

Tuesday, September 12, Mohamed
Ibrahim, 39, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with driving while under
the influence pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop/accident investigation.
Ibrahim was arrested and processed
for possession of prescription drugs,
endangering the welfare of children,
aggravated assault on a police officer
and driving while intoxicated (DWI).
He was released to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Wednesday, September 13, Kevin
Hildebrant, 39, of Edison was arrested
on an outstanding warrant from Edison
with $89 bail pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop. He was processed and
posted bail.

Thursday, September 14, police re-
ceived a report that two motor ve-
hicles were burglarized while parked
in the driveway of a residence in the
1000 block of Harding Street. The
vehicles had been unsecured during
the incident, which occurred between
10 p.m. on September 13 and 7:30
a.m. on September 14. Approximately
$5 in U.S. coin currency was removed
from one vehicle. A wallet containing
approximately $500 in U.S. currency,
a debit card, five credit cards and a
New Jersey driver’s license was taken
from the second vehicle, along with
$20 from the center console.

Thursday, September 14, Wilber
Abrego, 35, of South Bound Brook
was arrested on an outstanding traffic
warrant from Westfield with $750 bail.
He also had an outstanding traffic
warrant from Woodbridge with $89
bail. The arrest occurred pursuant to a
prisoner pickup at the Somerset
County jail. Abrego was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
held awaiting a court appearance.

Thursday, September 14, Sundre
Strowbridge, 50, of Cranford was ar-
rested on an outstanding East
Brunswick warrant with $1,000 bail
and an Asbury Park warrant with $250
bail pursuant to an investigation in the
area of 200 Central Avenue. She was
transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and turned
over to the East Brunswick Police
Department.

Saturday, September 16, a burglary
was reported at a residence on the 900
block of Prospect Street. Entry was
gained by force through the front door.
Approximately $15,000 in jewelry,
cash and prescription medication was
stolen from the residence. The
timeframe for the burglary is between
6 p.m. on September 15 and 2 a.m. on
September 16. There was no suspect
information at the time of the report.

Saturday, September 16, Anthony
Gaddy, 23, of North Plainfield was
arrested on a Westfield warrant and
two Plainfield warrants in the amounts
of $500 and $250. The total bail
amount was $1,503. Gaddy was picked
up at the Green Brook Police Depart-
ment and transported to Westfield

police headquarters, where he was
processed and held in lieu of bail.

Saturday, September 16, a resident
of Dartmoor reported being the victim
of a bicycle theft. The resident stated
that his juvenile son had secured his
Trek Hybrid mountain bicycle to the
bike rack at the south-side train sta-
tion at 10:45 a.m. The victim returned
that same date at 1:45 p.m. and dis-
covered his bicycle and lock were
missing. The bicycle is valued at $450.

Sunday, September 17, Nana
Kwadade, 30, of Newark was arrested
on an outstanding warrant from New-
ark with $500 bail pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of Central
Avenue and Green Place. Kwadade
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released on recog-
nizance.

Monday, September 18, Marvin
Shepard, Jr., 38, of Citronelle, Ala.,
was arrested on an outstanding war-
rant from Point Pleasant Borough with
$250 bail. He was processed and re-
leased on his own recognizance.

Monday, September 18, Danielle
Ruffin, 27, of Elizabeth was arrested
on an outstanding warrant from
Westfield with $1,000 bail. She was
picked up from the Essex County jail
and transported to Westfield police
headquarters, where she was processed
and held awaiting court.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Friday, September 22, a bicycle was

reported stolen from the porch of a
residence on the 500 block of Hunter
Avenue on September 17.

Friday, September 22, Tyrek K.
Lloyd-Ellison, 21, of Irvington was
arrested and charged with possession
of marijuana. Lloyd-Ellison was
stopped on Route 22 for a minor mo-
tor vehicle violation and during the
investigation it was revealed that he
had marijuana in his possession. He
was processed and released on a sum-
mons.

MOUNTAINSIDE
Friday, September 15, police re-

sponded to an activated burglar alarm
sounding at a home on Corrine Ter-
race. Upon arrival police found the
home’s rear door to be forcibly opened
or kicked in. It does not appear that the
suspects entered the home and they
were possibly scared away by the
sounding alarm. Detectives responded
and processed the scene for physical
evidence.

Tuesday, September 19, police re-
sponded to the area of Route 22 West
near Pembrook Road where a large
tree had fallen across both the east-
bound and westbound lanes of Route
22 during the morning rush hour. Three
motor vehicles were struck by the
tree, making one vehicle inoperable
and disabled. One driver was trans-
ported to the hospital by Atlantic
Ambulance Service as a precaution.
There were no serious injuries.

CRANFORD
Tuesday, September 19, Richard A.

Harrington, 60, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested for multiple criminal offenses
following an incident at the Cranford
Train Station. Police witnessed
Harrington utilizing bolt cutters while
attempting to steal a locked bicycle.
As detectives approached Harrington,
he failed to comply with their com-
mands, and began to resist arrest. Even-
tually Harrington was taken into cus-
tody. Over the past several weeks the
Cranford Police Department began
receiving numerous reports of bicycle
thefts from the Cranford Train Sta-
tion. In response, members of the
Cranford Police Department Investi-

gative Division conducted daily un-
dercover surveillance operations.
Harrington was charged with criminal
attempt to commit theft, possession of
burglary tools and resisting arrest, and
subsequently was released from cus-
tody pending an October appearance
in Union County Superior Court.

Wednesday, September 20, Julio
Guerrero, 42, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested and charged with possession of
a hypodermic syringe after a 1998
Nissan was stopped at the intersection
of the Garden State Parkway 137
Southbound Ramp and East North
Avenue for a seatbelt violation. Fol-
lowing an investigation at the scene,
police located a hypodermic syringe
on the driver, Guerrero. He was ar-
rested, processed and released pend-
ing a Municipal Court appearance.
Additionally, Guerrero was issued
motor vehicle summonses for failing
to wear a seatbelt, failure to inspect
and driving with a suspended license.

Thursday, September 21, Justin
Shelton, 23, of Trenton was arrested
on charges of possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of paraphernalia subse-
quent to a 1996 Dodge being stopped
at the intersection of East Lincoln and
Walnut Avenues for a seatbelt viola-
tion. Following an investigation at the
scene, police located marijuana inside
the vehicle. Shelton was arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a Mu-
nicipal Court appearance. He was is-
sued a motor vehicle summons for
possessing a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS) in a motor vehicle. A
passenger was issued a motor vehicle
summons for failure to wear a seatbelt.

Thursday, September 21, Catherine
O’Keefe, 46, of Brick was arrested on
charges of possession of prescription
legend narcotics (hydrocodone and
oxycodone) and possession of para-
phernalia after a 1994 Oldsmobile was
stopped at the intersection of the Gar-
den State Parkway 137 Southbound
ramp and East North Avenue for an
equipment violation. Following an
investigation at the scene, police lo-
cated oxycodone and hydrocodone
inside the vehicle. O’Keefe was ar-
rested, processed and released pend-
ing a Superior Court appearance.

Friday, September 22, Jeanine
Mastriana, 33, and Kimberly Dudash,
42, both of Winfield Park, were ar-
rested on charges of possession of
CDS (cocaine and heroin) and posses-
sion of paraphernalia after a 1996
Mitsubishi was stopped at the inter-
section of Centennial Avenue and
Raritan Road for an equipment viola-
tion. Following an investigation at the
scene, police located heroin and co-
caine inside the vehicle. The driver,
Mastriana, and passenger, Dudash,
were both arrested, processed and re-
leased pending a Superior Court ap-
pearance. Mastriana was issued mo-
tor vehicle summonses for possessing
a CDS in a motor vehicle and operat-
ing an unsafe motor vehicle.

Saturday, September 23, Patrick
Browne, 52, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated (DWI) after a 1999 Dodge
was stopped at the intersection of South
Union and West South Avenues for a
signal violation. Following an inves-
tigation at the scene, police deter-
mined that the driver, Browne, was
DWI. He was arrested, processed and
released to a family member pending
a Municipal Court appearance.
Browne also was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for DWI, failure to
maintain lamps, failure to wear a
seatbelt, failure to signal and failure to
obey a traffic signal.

Saturday, September 23, Lawrence
Zambito, 36, of Kenilworth was ar-
rested and charged with disorderly
conduct. While on routine patrol, po-
lice were flagged down by patrons of
a local business reporting a poten-

tially intoxicated individual attempt-
ing to operate a motor vehicle. Fol-
lowing an investigation at the scene,
police contacted the individual, iden-
tified as Zambito. According to po-
lice, Zambito was causing a distur-
bance by shouting obscenities in the
parking lot of the establishment. After
asking Zambito several times to cease
his behavior, police placed him under
arrest for disorderly conduct. He was
transported to Cranford police head-
quarters for processing and was re-
leased pending a Municipal Court
appearance.

Saturday, September 23, Christian
Spiecker, 21, of South Amboy was
arrested on charges of possession of
marijuana (THC Oil) and possession
of paraphernalia after a 2003 Toyota
was stopped at the intersection of Or-
chard Street and Hampton Road for a
seatbelt violation. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene, police lo-
cated THC Oil inside the vehicle.
Spiecker was arrested, processed and
released pending a Municipal Court
appearance. He also was issued a motor
vehicle summons for failing to wear a
seatbelt.

Sunday, September 24, Calvin
Miller, 40, of Linden was arrested on
charges of possession of a CDS (meth-
amphetamine) and possession of para-
phernalia after a 2005 Nissan was
stopped at the intersection of Raritan
Road and Moen Street for a seatbelt
violation. Following an investigation
at the scene, police located metham-
phetamine inside the vehicle. Miller
was arrested, processed and released
pending a Superior Court appearance.
He also was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for failure to wear a seatbelt
and possessing a CDS inside a motor
vehicle.

GARWOOD
Friday, September 15, Andrew

Resetar, 19, of Garwood and Alexander
Reddy, 19, of Allenhurst were arrested
on charges of trespassing and under-
age consumption of alcohol after po-
lice responded to a complaint of tres-
passers on the roof of 31 North Av-
enue, which is an industrial property
not open for business at that time.
Upon arrival police checked the roof
and observed Resetar standing near
the fire escape. While on the fire es-
cape, police observed a second indi-
vidual attempting to flee from the rear
of the property. Police were able to
catch up to the second individual,
identified as Reddy. Both men had a
strong odor of alcohol on their breath
and two bottles of whiskey were re-
covered from the roof. Both were trans-
ported to police headquarters and is-
sued complaints for underage con-
sumption of alcohol and trespassing.
They were released pending court.

Sunday, September 24, Alan D.
Steele, Jr., 20, of Garwood was ar-
rested after police responded to a com-
plaint of a white male yelling and
causing a disturbance in the street at
Cedar Street and Second Avenue. On
scene officers observed a man yelling
and crying loudly as he walked down
the roadway. Officers further observed
the man, identified as Steele, a resi-
dent of Garwood, staggering and ap-
pearing intoxicated. While speaking
to the officers Steele admitted to being
intoxicated and was upset that he had
been in a fight earlier in the evening
with a presently unknown individual.
Steele was arrested on charges of un-
derage consumption of alcohol and
transported to police headquarters.
While he was being placed under ar-
rest Steele was searched and was found
to have a small plastic bag containing
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. Steele was processed and served
complaints for underage consumption
of alcohol and possession of CDS
(controlled dangerous substance) un-
der 50 grams. He was released pend-
ing his Municipal Court appearance.

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.

Call (908) 654-6091

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-19

AN ORDINANCE FIXING
SALARIES AND WAGES FOR
CERTAIN OFFICIALS AND
EMPLOYEES OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
17-19, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2017.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 9/28/17, The Leader Fee: $19.38

As a Westfield resident and former
executive director of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), I appre-
ciate all that our community has to offer.
But my heart has always been located
downtown. Westfield is blessed with a
historic town center that has enormous
potential and is full of beautiful buildings
and wonderful people. But our down-
town is facing serious challenges such as
vacancies, inadequate parking and a need
to upgrade public spaces. When I was
hired by DWC to serve as the first direc-
tor in 1997, it was largely because of my
experience in planning, economic devel-
opment, historic preservation and mu-
nicipal government. So we got to work
and the result was the 1999 Downtown
Westfield Improvement Plan. In those
early years of implementing this down-
town plan, we all benefited from strong
leadership in Town Hall as well as the
enthusiastic support of the business and
property owners and volunteers from
every section of Westfield. Marketing,
promotions, events, façade renovations,
new directional and informational
signage, seasonal banners, new holiday
decorations and streetscape improvements
were the result of an open, inclusive and
energetic planning process.

Downtown Westfield needs this kind
of comprehensive, community-based

Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, September 28, 2017 Page 15

That’s why it’s

“Prep didn’t just help me on my path to excellence – 
it was my path to excellence.” – Dimas Sanchez, ’16

Fall Open House | Sunday, October 1, 1 – 4 p.m. | spprep.org/admissions

Saint Peter’s Prep
New Jersey’s Jesuit High School Since 1872

144 Grand Street | Jersey City, NJ 07302 | T: 201-547-6389 | spprep.org

HAUNTINGLY FUN...Livingston Avenue School PTA in Cranford will be
holding our Family-Friendly Haunted House on Friday, October 20 and Saturday,
October 21.  The entire school will be transformed into "The Hotel Cransylvania".
This event will support the PTA which works directly with Livingston Avenue
School to provide everything that students need to be successful. The family-fun
will take place from 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. The cost is $3 per person. Livingston
Avenue School is located at 75 Livingston Avenue, Cranford. For more informa-
tion email livingstonhauntedhouse@yahoo.com.Optimist Club Intermediate

School Teacher Awards

Burd  Enrolls in
Belmont University

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Jordan
Burd, a Cranford native, enrolled at
Belmont University this semester as
part of the University's largest class
yet. The school kicked off the year
with a record-breaking enrollment for
the 17th consecutive year with a total
of 8,080 students, nearly triple the
enrollment in 2000. As part of its
Vision 2020 strategic plan, Belmont
aims to hit 8,888 students by the Fall
2020 semester, providing more stu-
dents than ever the opportunity to
embrace the Belmont mission to "en-
gage and transform the world."

95.5 Percent of WHS Grads
Continuing Education

AWARDED EDUCATOR...For the 20th year, the Optimist Club has presented
the Intermediate School Teacher Awards to teachers from Edison and Roosevelt
Intermediate Schools. Pictured from left to right are: Margaret Dolan, Westfield
Superintendent of Schools; Intermediate School Teacher Award recipient James
Doyle and Mary Asfendis, Roosevelt Intermediate School Principal.

AWARDED EDUCATOR...For the 20th year, the Optimist Club has presented
the Intermediate School Teacher Awards to teachers from Edison and Roosevelt
Intermediate Schools. Pictured from left to right are: Margaret Dolan, Westfield
Superintendent of Schools; Cecilia Valdez, award recipient and Michael Bolton,
Edison Intermediate School Principal.

Union County College Names
New Governor to the Board

WESTFIELD – A total of 95.5
percent of the Westfield High School
(WHS) graduates of 2017 are pursu-
ing a higher education this fall. Ac-
cording to a report released by the
WHS Office of Counseling Services,
401 students are continuing their edu-
cation with 91 percent attending four-
year colleges and universities, 3.8
percent attending two-year colleges,
and 0.7 percent entering vocational,
business and other post high school
institutions. The remaining graduates
have entered the work force, are tak-
ing a year off, or had future plans that
were undecided.

The class of 2017 – having earned
a 99.3 percent graduation rate – is
attending a significant list of 148 col-
leges and universities in 33 states as
well as one in France.

The most popular out-of-state col-
leges and universities selected by
this year’s graduates include: Vir-
ginia Tech (12 students); Indiana
University (12); New York Univer-
sity (11); University of Pittsburgh
(10); Penn State University (nine);
Northeastern University (nine); and
University of Delaware (nine) . Ten
graduates are attending five Ivy
League schools: Brown, Columbia,

Cornell, University of Pennsylvania
and Princeton.

A total of 61 WHS graduates are
continuing their education in New
Jersey, with 47 attending four-year
colleges and universities and 14 en-
tering two-year colleges.

The most widely attended four-
year New Jersey school is Rutgers
University with 15 WHS graduates,
followed by Seton Hall, Rowan and
Kean, where six grads are enrolled
in each. Looking at two-year sec-
ondary institutions, Union County
College welcomed 12 WHS gradu-
ates this fall.

In summarizing the report to the
Board of Education on September
19, Margaret Dolan, Superintendent
of Schools, commented that she
wished all the graduates much suc-
cess and encouraged them to keep
the district informed of how they
are doing and of any suggestions
they might have. "We are proud of
our graduates and we wish them the
best," stated Mrs. Dolan.

A complete list of 2017 post-sec-
ondary plans is posted at
www.westfieldnjk12.org on the
Westfield High School Counseling
Department’s website.

WESTFIELD – The Optimist Club
established the Intermediate School
Teacher Awards to recognize the no-
bility of the teaching profession and
the importance of teaching interme-
diate school students. This is the
20th year the Optimist Club has pre-
sented the award to teachers from
Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate
Schools.

The award gives recognition and
credit to two distinguished interme-
diate school teachers who are dedi-
cated to providing an educationally
stimulating and supporting environ-
ment during the critical state of ado-
lescence.  The criteria for recipients
of this award are outstanding teach-
ing, interest in children and contin-
ued pursuit of professional growth.
The nominee must be a full-time
teacher in the Westfield Public
Schools in grades six to eight for a

minimum of five years. A committee
of three Optimists, two intermediate
school principals and previous award
recipients selected the Teacher Award
recipients.

This year’s recipients are:
Edison Intermediate School Re-

source Room Teacher, Cecilia Valdez,
who is a well-respected mentor to
teaching staff in how to deal with
students.

Roosevelt Intermediate School
Music Teacher, James Doyle, who is
dedicated to teaching each student to
appreciate music and musical instru-
ments.

The recognition includes a cash
award and a plaque presented to the
recipient at the Optimist Club Sep-
tember 13 dinner meeting.  The
Westfield Board of Education hon-
ored them with a reception before its
June 13 meeting.

Free Pass to School Events
For Westfield Senior Citizens

College Club to Host TV
Reviewer Alan Sepinwall

www.goleader.com

ACTS OF KINDNESS...The children at the Westfield Lightbridge Academy put
together several backpacks to send to families recently affected by Hurricanes
Irma and Harvey. The backpacks were filled with thoughtful notes and drawings
created by the kids along with various supplies including diapers, blankets, books,
crayons, wipes and other needed items. The “I Care” initiative taught the kids at
the center the importance of giving back to those in need while making a generous
contribution to the hurricane victims.

CRANFORD – At the September
19 Joint Meeting of the Union County
College (UCC) Board of Trustees
and Board of Governors, Hugh C.
Welsh, of Cranford, was sworn in to
serve as a new Governor. Union
County College Board of Trustees
Chair Victor M. Richel and Board of
Governors Chair Elizabeth Garcia
welcomed Mr. Welsh to the meeting
and initiated his swearing in.

Mr. Welsh is the President, General
Counsel and Secretary of DSM North
America. DSM is a global leader in
nutrition, food ingredients, engineer-
ing plastics, resins, renewable en-
ergy, biomedical materials and fibers.
DSM is headquartered in Heerlen,
Netherlands, and trades on the
Amsterdam Stock Exchange.

Prior to joining DSM North
America, Mr. Welsh served as the
Associate General Counsel for Ameri-
can Standard Companies. He was re-
sponsible for mergers and acquisi-
tions, labor and employment, and liti-

gation.
Mr. Welsh’s excellence in leader-

ship is evident through the many
awards and honors he’s received. In
2016, he was awarded the NJ Law
Department of the Year Award. Mr.
Welsh has also received the National
Diversity Council Multicultural Lead-
ership Award, US Chamber of Com-
merce Foundation Global Citizen
Award DSM, NJ General Counsel of
the Year Award, and the UN Leader of
Change Award.

“Mr. Welsh is an advocate for com-
munity colleges and we welcome him
to the Board. He supports our Foun-
dation and I look forward to working
with him as we continue to push for-
ward our mission of ‘transforming
our community, one student at a
time,’” stated UCC’s President Mar-
garet M. McMenamin.

FANWOOD – The College Club
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains welcomes
Scotch Plains resident Alan Sepinwall
for the program at its Monday, Octo-
ber 23 meeting. The title of his pre-
sentation is “What’s Alan Watching?”

Mr. Sepinwall is a native of Pine
Brook, N.J. He studied at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania where he began
writing television reviews in his
sophomore year. His reviews in the
1990s of the ABC police drama
NYPD Blue helped him begin a ca-
reer in television journalism at The
Star Ledger. After 14 years with The
Star Ledger, Mr. Sepinwall left the
newspaper for a job at the entertain-

ment website HitFix in 2010. He now
writes for Uproxx.

Mr. Sepinwall has interviewed nu-
merous television creators, writers,
and personalities. He is credited with
being a strong advocate for such shows
as Lost, Breaking Bad, and The Wire.
In addition to writing for Uproxx, he
maintains a private blog, “What’s Alan
Watching?”

The public is invited to this free
program. The college club’s mission
is to support education of our youth
and local community. The event will
be held at The Fanwood Presbyterian
Church located at 74 South Martine
Ave, Fanwood, NJ. The program starts
promptly at 7:45 p.m.; light refresh-
ments will be served at 7:30 p.m.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Public School District is once again
providing a senior citizens’ “Golden
Pass” to Westfield residents 65 years
and older to attend many school-
sponsored events for free. The pass
will provide free admission to events
that normally collect entrance fees
such as Westfield High School musi-
cals, matinee performances of plays
and certain concerts. The pass will
also be accepted at Westfield High
School athletic events with the ex-
ception of those organized by the
county and NJSIAA.

Westfield residents 65 years and
older can obtain the Golden Pass,
about the size of a credit card, in the
Business Office of the Westfield
Board of Education, located on the
first floor of 302 Elm Street.   A list
of popular scheduled events in the
school calendar also will be pro-
vided. “We welcome our senior citi-

zens and thank them for their years
of support,” stated Superintendent
of Schools, Margaret Dolan.  For
more information on the program,
please call (908) 789-4414 or (908)
789-4463.

Facility Management
Program Offered at UCC

CRANFORD – Union County Col-
lege will be offering IFMA’s Facility
Management Professional (FMP®)
Credential Program beginning Fri-
day, October 13.  For those who are
early to mid-career facility manage-
ment practitioner, currently
transitioning into the profession, or
are a practitioner in a related industry
such as an architect, designer or safety
engineer, this program will help im-
prove knowledge, enhance skills, and
gain immediate credibility with em-
ployers, clients, and peers.

The topics covered in this 60-hour
course include Operations and Main-
tenance, Project Management, Fi-
nance and Business, and Leadership
and Strategy. The course will be of-
fered on Friday and Saturday, Octo-
ber 13 and 14, October 27 and 28,
November 10 and 11, and December
1 and 2 from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on

the College’s Elizabeth Campus. The
cost of the program is $2,395 which
includes all course materials and
online assessments. To earn the
FMP® credential, students must pass
each of the four FMP® final assess-
ments with a score of 75 percent or
higher. Each student must also sub-
mit an FMP application and pay an
application fee (information at
www.ifma.org) to IFMA to validate
your credential.

For more information on this cre-
dential, please view the Continuing
Education brochure online at
www.ucc.edu/continuing-education/
current-catalog. To enroll online
through Instant Enrollment, go to
www.ucc.edu/instantenrollment. One
can also enroll by calling the Office
of Continuing Education at (908) 709-
7600 option three or by visiting the
office on the Cranford campus.

National Guard Soldier
Receives New Rank

LATHAM, N.Y. – Major General
Anthony P. German, the Adjutant
General for the State of New York,
announces the recent promotion of
members of the New York Army
National Guard in recognition of
their capability for additional re-
sponsibility and leadership.

Clayton Craig from Cranford, and
assigned to the Headquarters, 106th
Regiment (Regional Training Insti-
tute) received a promotion to the
rank of Master Sergeant.

Army National Guard promotions
are based on overall performance,
attitude, leadership ability, and de-
velopment potential.

These promotions additionally
recognize the best qualified Sol-
diers and attract and retain the high-
est caliber Citizen Soldiers for a
career in the New York Army Na-
tional Guard.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE, that on Monday, July 10,
2017, the Planning Board of the Township
of Scotch Plains, Union County, New Jer-
sey, approved the application of Victor
Beqaj, for minor subdivision approval to
subdivide the property located at 660 Emil
Place, Scotch Plains, Block 6102, Lot 11,
into three separate lots, together with the
variances for Minimum Lot Area and Mini-
mum Lot Width. The Resolution memorial-
izing said approval was duly presented
and adopted by said Planning Board at its’
regularly scheduled meeting on Septem-
ber 25, 2017. A copy of said Resolution
has been filed in the office of the Board
and/or the office of the municipal clerk and
is available for public inspection.

Shannon Rapant
Land Use Secretary

1 T - 9/28/17, The Times Fee: $19.89
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– Obituaries –
Ruth Louise Swart, 95, Formerly
Of Westfield and Mountainside

Ruth L. Swart

Ruth Louise Swart, 95, of Tryon,
N.C., formerly of Cooperstown, N.Y.,
passed away peacefully on Sunday
morning, September 3, 2017. Born in
Orange, N.J., and raised in
Hackensack, N.J., Ruth
was the daughter of
Herman Edward Martini
and Edith Elizabeth Arliss.

She and her husband,
John, spent most of their
married life in Westfield
and Mountainside, N.J.,
finally retiring to Hilton
Head, S.C., in 1992. In
2004, Ruth moved to the
Clara Welch Thanksgiv-
ing Home in
Cooperstown, N.Y.

Ruth was a devoted and
loving wife, mother, aunt,
grandmother and great-grandmother.
She volunteered at Overlook Hospi-
tal in Summit and helped prepare
meals for distribution by Meals on
Wheels in Westfield. On Hilton Head
Island she volunteered at a highly
successful free medical clinic sup-
ported by local doctors.

She also was an avid and talented
golfer, who was twice Women’s Club
Champion at Baltusrol Golf Club in
Springfield, N.J., where she was hon-
ored as Golfer of the Year in 1979 and
served as president of the Women’s
18-Holers in 1983-84. Ruth also
served as co-chair of the oversight
committee at Baltusrol, working in
tandem with the PGA of America in
preparation for hosting the Men’s U.S.
Open Golf tournament in 1980 and

again for the Women’s Open in 1987.
In addition, Ruth was an active mem-
ber of the Women’s Golf Association
of New Jersey and was a member of

the Baltusrol Golf Team
competing in interna-
tional tournament play
in the eighties.

She was predeceased
by her husband of over
50 years, John Swart,
who died in 1993; her
son, Peter Swart; sister,
Jean Seidler, and brother,
Herman Martini.

She will be deeply
missed by her son,
Harmon V. Swart (Jan);
her daughter, Margaret
L. Swart; her grandchil-
dren, Peter Wright

(Meghan), Jonathan Swart, Brandeis
Wright Conroy (Chris), Eric Swart
(Liz) and Tripp Swart (Missy), and her
great-grandchildren, William, Ava,
Allison, Scarlett, Alexander, Christo-
pher, Patrick and Lucy.

A Funeral Mass was held on Tues-
day, September 19, 2017, at St. John
the Baptist Catholic Church in Tryon,
N.C. An interment service will take
place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield, N.J., on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 3, at noon.

Memorial donations may be made
to your local chapter of the Red Cross
to support relief efforts in Texas and
Florida or to the Cooperstown Fire
Department Emergency Squad,
Cooperstown N.Y.
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Library Literary Café
To Resume Oct. 14

CRANFORD — The Literary
Café, the book chat group of the
Cranford Public Library, has sched-
uled its first fall session for Satur-
day, October 14, at 10:15 a.m., in
the library’s Raddin Room.

The program format is simple.
Participants just bring a few of
their favorite books and tell the
other members of the group what
they like about them. The books
can be new or old, fiction or non-
fiction, classic or contemporary.

Sessions are one hour in length.
There is no required reading, and
attendees will have the opportu-
nity to learn about books recom-
mended by other group members.
Refreshments will be served, cour-
tesy of the Friends of the Cranford
Public Library. The library is lo-
cated at 224 Walnut Avenue.

Registration is not required. Sub-
sequent sessions will take place on
November 18 and December 9, also
at 10:15 a.m. To see what else is
coming up at the library, visit the
library Web page at
cranfordlibrary.org.

Beverly L. Chandler, 83, Former
Longtime Resident of Westfield

Beverly (Ludwig) Chandler, 83,
passed away on Sunday, Septem-
ber 10, 2017, in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Born in Scranton, Pa., Bev resided
in Westfield for 50 years before
moving to Cincinnati in 2012. She
was the wife of the late Roger E.
Chandler.

Bev was the daughter of the late
Roy and Edna Ludwig of
Binghamton, N.Y. She earned her
nursing degree in 1955 from Wil-
son Memorial Hospital School of
Nursing in Johnson City, N.Y. She
married Roger Chandler, also of
Binghamton, in 1956.

Bev was a longtime member of
the Westfield Service League and
served as WSL treasurer in the
1980s. She also was involved with
Muhlenberg Hospital TWIG. She
was a member of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, and joined

the Sycamore Presbyterian Church
upon moving to Cincinnati. In ad-
dition to her philanthropic activi-
ties, Bev was a born caregiver,
nursing family members through
illnesses for more than 25 years.

She was the proud mother of Peg
Chandler (Christopher Hensey) of
Cincinnati and Alan Chandler
(Bronwyn) of Timnath, Colo.

A graveside service was held at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield,
N.J., on Tuesday, September 19.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
in memory of Bev can be sent to
New Jersey State Golf Association
Caddie Scholarship Fund, 3 Golf
Drive, Suite 206, Kenilworth, N.J.
07033, or to Matthew 25: Minis-
tries, 11060 Kenwood Road, Cin-
cinnati, OH 45242.
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Robert J. Urciuoli, MD, Found Joy
In Family, Friends, Helping Patients

Dr. Robert J. Urciuoli

Dr.  Rober t  J .  Urciuol i  of
Westfield passed away on Thurs-
day, September 21, 2017. Bob was
a lifelong resident of
Westf ie ld ,  p laying
football at Westfield
High School  and
graduating in 1967. He
was a 1971 graduate
of Jacksonville Uni-
versity and then went
on to graduate from
Los Angeles College
of  Chiropract ic  in
1977. He was a part-
ner at Metuchen Chi-
ropractic Center in
Metuchen for many
years and then went on to practice
individually in Metuchen, nearly
40 years in total. His patients were
a meaningful part of his life and
brought him much joy.

Bob was predeceased by his fa-
ther, Joseph Urciuoli, and his be-
loved brother-in-law, Gary
Novello. He was the loving hus-
band of Kathy for 45 years and
father of his loving children and
their spouses, Natalie and John
Renck,  Michael  and Renee
Urciuoli, and Jennifer Urciuoli. He
also is survived by his mother,

Mildred Urciuoli, and devoted sis-
ter, Judy Urciuoli, and her hus-
band, Michael Castrilli. He also

will be deeply missed
by his grandchildren,
Michael Urciuoli, Jack-
son and Olivia Renck,
and his nephews, Gary
Novello, Jr. (Michelle)
and Matthew Novello
(Michelle).

He will be remem-
bered as a loving hus-
band, a warm and gen-
erous father and grand-
father, as well as a
friend to many. He en-
joyed nothing more

than spending time with family and
friends, including one of his clos-
est friends since high school, Elliot
Hindman. He had his own unique
way of engaging people in lively
conversation and of course always
bringing humor to the discussion.

Arrangements were by Dooley
Colonial Funeral Home, 556
Westfield Avenue, Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations may be made to the Ameri-
can Red Cross Hurricane Relief
Fund.
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Betty Ann Toy, 74, RN, Was Devoted
Wife, Mother and Grandmother

Betty Ann Toy, 74, of Cranford
passed away peacefully on Satur-
day, September 23, at Center for
Hope Hospice with her family by
her side.

Betty Ann was born on Decem-
ber 7, 1942, to Edwin and Betty
Nothiger.  She was raised in
Chatham, N.J., and graduated from
Oak Knoll School in 1960. Betty
Ann attended Seton Hall Univer-
sity, graduating in 1964 with a
Bachelor of Science in Nursing.

Betty Ann met the love of her
life, Edward J. Toy, while attend-
ing Seton Hall University. They
wed in 1965 at St. Patrick’s Church
in Chatham, N.J., and settled in
Cranford, where they later raised
their four children and were hap-
pily married for 51 years.

As a Registered Nurse, Betty Ann
spent most of her career splitting
her time between the Catholic and
private schools of St. Agnes, Feath-
erbed Lane, and St. John the
Apostle, all in Clark.

A devoted wife and mother, Betty
Ann most enjoyed spending time
with her family. She brought con-
stant love, joy, and support to them.
She was the center of the family,
always surrounded by children and
grandchildren, talking and laugh-
ing. She created memories with her
grandchildren by making each oc-
casion special, from watching the
Fourth of July fireworks on her front
lawn to “Nana’s Grab Bag” every
Christmas Eve, a family favorite.

Betty Ann will be remembered
for her beautiful smile, for always
finding the positive, and for the
kindness she offered to everyone
including strangers. She left a last-
ing impact on all, no matter how
big or small their relationship was.

She attracted lifelong friends from
all aspects of her life including
Oak Knoll, Seton Hall, work, and
Cranford. Betty Ann loved and
lived every moment, always grace-
ful until God called her home. She
will be deeply missed by her lov-
ing family and friends.

Her beloved husband, the Hon-
orable Edward J. Toy, predeceases
Betty Ann.

Betty Ann is survived by her four
children, Diane Leick and her hus-
band, Tom, of Mountainside; Ed
Toy and his wife, Valerie, of
Cranford; Steven Toy and his wife,
Cherish, of Sergeantsville, and
Candy Pescatore and her husband,
Phil, of Basking Ridge. She also
leaves 13 adoring grandchildren,
Ellie, Tommy, Kevin, Brian, Megan,
Emily, Katie, Sara, Caitlin, Eddie,
Lauren, Courtney and Steven. Her
sister, Sue Ellen Evans of Darien,
Conn., also survives Betty Ann.

Visitation will be from 5 to 8
p.m. today, Thursday, September
28, at Dooley Funeral Home, 218
North Avenue West, Cranford. A
Funeral Mass will be held at 10
a.m. on Friday, September 29, at
St. Anne’s Catholic Church, 325
Second Avenue, Garwood, fol-
lowed by burial at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield. For further in-
formation, please contact the fu-
neral home at (908) 276-0255.

In honor of her memory, the family
requests that donations be made to
Center for Hope Hospice, 1900
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076.

Rest with Dad in Our Lord’s Eter-
nal Care.

Mom, we love you.
September 28, 2017

AARP Chapter Posts
Monday Meeting

WESTFIELD AREA — Westfield
Area AARP Chapter 4137 will hold its
Monday, October 2 meeting at 1 p.m.
in the St. John’s Baptist Church Hall
on Morse Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The chapter’s monthly meetings fea-
ture speakers and entertainment pro-
grams, along with refreshments and
fellowship, followed by a short busi-
ness meeting with report updates. New
members are always welcome to join.

Since the chapter’s main charitable
endeavor is helping the Westfield Area
Food Pantry, toiletries and non-per-
ishable food items are always needed.
Members may bring these to the meet-
ing and they will be delivered to the
food pantry by one of the chapter
members. For more information, call
Ilse Heinemeyer at (908) 322-1788.

Alcoholism Is A Disease
Affecting Whole Family

I N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O N

By Carol Pedro, Exec. Dir.
Youth & Family Counseling Service

Oftentimes clients come to see a
therapist because they are struggling
and they know it. Sometimes it takes
someone else’s symptoms to see the
real problem and its impact on those
around us. If untreated, being de-
pressed, anxious or having an addic-
tion negatively effects the people we
love. We not only hurt ourselves but
those we care about.

Sometimes families will subcon-
sciously scapegoat one family mem-
ber, usually a child, to act out the
family’s dysfunction. This person acts
as a diversion from the family’s inner
conflicts. This family member is
called the identified patient and often
the one brought in for treatment.

Recently, a 12-year-old boy ar-
rives with his mother for his first
session. Mom’s report is filled with
problematic behavior. “Johnny” is
angry, mean, doesn’t follow rules
and is withdrawn and isolating. As I
slowly gather information and ob-
serve in future sessions, I learn Dad
is an active alcoholic. Mom is his
enabler and struggles with depres-
sion. Johnny’s two younger sisters, 9
and 5 years old, are often sheltered

by Mom from father’s rages and when
dad is drunk. Johnny feels respon-
sible as “the man of the house.” He
protects them, too. Johnny was feel-
ing angry, hopeless and alone.

This is a typical dynamic in an
alcoholic household. The issues are
complicated and much counseling
work will be needed. However,
Johnny is not the problem. His be-
havior is a symptom of the sickness of
this family. Father’s alcoholism will
need to be treated as well as the entire
family system. Fortunately, this fam-
ily was able to reach out. Father agreed
to a rehab program and the family
receives counseling there as well.

Johnny continues his individual
therapy here. We work to help him
understand he is not the cause or the
cure of the father’s disease of alco-
holism. We work on coping skills
and offer emotional support uncon-
ditionally. Johnny is improving.

Alcoholism is a disease of the fam-
ily. It is estimated that in the United
States alone there are 28 million
children who have alcoholic parents.
No one knows the extent of damage
to these children. But we know if you
want help it is available through AA
(Alcoholics Anonymous), ALANON
(family support) and ALATEEN (for
kids). All of these groups can be
reached by calling (800) 845-1379,
24/7. These are often effective but
usually not a substitute for individual
and family counseling. Try
something…nothing changes if noth-
ing changes.

* * *
Carol M. Pedro is a licensed thera-

pist with Youth and Family Counsel-
ing Service, 233 Prospect Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090; (908) 233-
2042. Website: yfcsnj.org.

FLOWERS FOR VETS...Members of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield
visited Lyons Veterans Hospital on September 15 and designed 44 floral arrange-
ments for the veterans. Christoffers Florist in Mountainside donated the flowers
and the greens were provided by club member Clare Minick. Club members,
pictured from left to right, are: Jeanie Pelikan, Richard Pelikan, Cathy Becker
and Alice Cowell.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-20

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZ-
ING THE RENOVATIONS/RE-
MODEL TO AREAS IN THE
OFFICES OF THE GARWOOD
POLICE DEPARTMENT AND
ADMINISTRATION DEPART-
MENT TO CREATE OFFICE
SPACE AND FILE STORAGE
AREAS AND THE PURCHASE
OF OFFICE EQUIPMENT IN-
CLUDING FURNITURE AND
FILE CABINETS FOR THE
USE IN AND BY THE
GARWOOD POLICE DE-
PARTMENT AND ADMINIS-
TRATION DEPARTMENT
AND APPROPRIATING THE
SUM OF THIRTY THOUSAND
DOLLARS FROM THE CAPI-
TAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
TO FINANCE THE COST
THEREOF.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and
Council of the Borough of Garwood:

SECTION 1. The renovation/remodel-
ing of areas in the offices of the Garwood
Police Department and Administration
Department to create office space and file
storage areas, and the purchase of office
equipment, including furniture and file cabi-
nets for the use in and by the Garwood
Police Department and Administration
Department is hereby authorized. The
renovation/remodel consists of basic con-
struction of existing areas in the police
department and other office to create a file
storage room/office workspace area and
include the purchase of file storage cabi-
nets, office furniture, computers and other
related office equipment.

SECTION 2. There is hereby appropri-
ated the sum of Thirty Thousand
($30,000.00) Dollars from the Capital Im-
provement Fund to pay the cost thereof.

SECTION 3. The funds hereby appro-
priated are authorized to be expended
when obligations to expend said funds
have been created in the form and manner
prescribed by law.

SECTION 4. The capital budget of the
Borough of Garwood is hereby amended
to conform with the provisions of this ordi-
nance.

SECTION 5. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistency.

SECTION 6. If any portion of this ordi-
nance shall be determined to be invalid,
such determination shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of said
ordinance.

SECTION 7. This ordinance shall take
effect upon final passage and publication
in accordance with law.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 17-20, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 26th, DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2017,
and that Ordinance No. 17-20, will be taken
up for further consideration for final pas-
sage at the meeting of said Borough Coun-
cil to be held in the Council Chambers of
the Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey, on the 10TH, DAY
OF OCTOBER 2017, at 7:15 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
heard, at which time and place all persons
who may be interested therein will be given
an opportunity to be heard concerning the
same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 9/28/17, The Leader Fee: $75.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-17-012
to be located in Zone: R-4, on the premises
known as 478 South Avenue East,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016, Block No.
508, Lot No. 7, has been submitted by:
Azure Masada Lodge #22 F. & A.M. & The
Church of Pentecost, U.S.A., Inc. of c/o
Neil J. Dworkin, Esq., 664 Stuyvesant Av-
enue, Irvington, New Jersey 07111.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit: A house of worship (a church)
to continue the pre-existing nonconform-
ing "institutional and public" use of the
property, which pre-existing non-conform-
ing "institutional and public use" is a frater-
nal organization (a Masonic Lodge). Pur-
suant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-70 (a) & (b), the
applicant is appealing the Zoning Officer's
Denial of Application dated 4/25/2017, and
is requesting an interpretation of the
Cranford Ordinance with regard to non-
conforming uses, Ordinance section 136-
38A, and based on N.J.S.A. 40:55D-68
and any additional relief that may be re-
quired from the board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on October 16, 2017
at 8:15 p.m. in Room 107 of the Cranford
Township Municipal Building, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey. Any
person or persons affected by this applica-
tion will have an opportunity to present any
objections to the proposed development.
The Board does, however, have the right
to exclude repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant:
Azure Masada Lodge #22 F. & A.M. &
The Church of Pentecost, U.S.A., Inc.

478 South Avenue East
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

Attorney for Applicant:
Neil J. Dworkin, Esq.
664 Stuyvesant Avenue
Irvington, New Jersey 07111
1 T - 9/28/17, The Leader Fee: $49.98

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
October 11, 2017, in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the follow-
ing appeals for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance
relief from requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance.

Carolyn DeSena, 619 Hillcrest Av-
enue. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct an addition contrary to Section
11.08E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a minimum side yard set-
back of 10 feet. Proposed is 7.2 feet.

Valeri & Brian Sewald, 802
Shadowlawn Drive. Applicants are seek-
ing approval for the placement of a tree
house contrary to Section 13.02I3 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires
the placement of a tree house in the rear
yard. Proposed is the street side yard.

Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce, 212 Lenox Avenue. Appli-
cant is seeking preliminary & final major
site plan approval to use a retail space for
a business use contrary to Sections
11.25A3b and 17.02C5c of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a retail use
on the first floor of the CBD Zone. Pro-
posed is a business use. Ordinance re-
quires 4 off-street parking spaces. Pro-
posed is the tenant to purchase town park-
ing permits.

John & Mary Oppel, 533 Edgar Road.
Applicants are seeking approval for an
addition/alteration contrary to Sections
11.09E6 and 11.09E8 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback of 10 feet.  Proposed is
8.8 feet.  Ordinance allows a maximum

PUBLIC NOTICE

building height of 2 ½ stories. Proposed is
3 stories. Ordinance allows a maximum
building height of 32 feet. Proposed is 34
feet.

David & Rosa Conceicao, 727 Fourth
Avenue. Applicants are seeking approval
to construct a 2½ story addition, and to
permit a pre-existing, non-conforming, two-
family home contrary to Sections 11.07E6,
11.07E8, 11.07E12, 11.07E13, 19.02,
19.03A&B of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback of 10 feet. Proposed is a right side
yard setback of 2.5 feet and a left side yard
setback of 4.25 feet. Ordinance allows a
maximum building height of 32 feet. Pro-
posed is 33.3 feet. Ordinance allows a
maximum eave height of 22 feet. Pro-
posed is 22.33 feet. Ordinance allows a
maximum continuous wall length of 25
feet. Proposed is 60 feet and 53 feet.
Ordinance allows a single family residen-
tial use. Proposed is an existing, two-fam-
ily dwelling.

Arthur Gawkowski, 536 West Broad
Street. Applicant is seeking approval to
extend an existing mud room contrary to
Section 11.12E6 and 11.12E14 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance requires a
minimum side yard setback of 10 feet.
Proposed is 4.4 feet.  Ordinance requires
a minimum one-car garage. Proposed is
no garage.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 9/28/17, The Leader Fee: $74.97

Dr. Harold Wasserman, 89, Loving
Husband, Father, Grandfather, Friend

Dr. Harold Wasserman passed
peacefully on Monday, September
25, at the age of 89.

Harold was born in 1928 in New-
ark, N.J. He was a graduate of
Weequahic High School in New-
ark, Washington University in St.
Louis, Mo., and the University of
Lausanne (Switzerland) Medical
School. He has lived, and prac-
t iced internal  medicine,  in
Westfield for over 50 years. Harold
was a renaissance man, who loved
art, music, literature, history, poli-
tics, Judaism, museums, tennis,
baseball, traveling and the New
York Yankees. But, most of all, he
was a devoted family man. He will
be sorely missed.

Harold is survived by his loving
wife, Selma, of 65 years. He was
predeceased by his daughter, Donna
Beth, and his sisters, Elaine
Rothenberg and Joan Geltman. He
is survived by his sister, Ina
Giardina, and her husband, Rich-
ard; his daughters, Lauren
Wasserman and Claudia Wasserman
and her husband, Ernie Olin; his

son, Jonathan, and his wife, Susan
Wasserman, and four grandchildren,
Aaron Wasserman-Olin, Rebecca
Wasserman-Olin, Ben Wasserman
and Jack Wasserman.

Funeral services were held at
Temple Emanu-El in Westfield on
Wednesday, September 27. A
graveside ceremony for family and
close friends followed the service.

Those who wish to honor
Harold’s memory may donate to
the Lifelong Learning Fund at
Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090, or to
the Harold Wasserman Scholarship
Fund, c/o Washington University,
Campus Box 1082, One Brookings
Drive, St. Louis, Mo. 63130-4899.

September 28, 2017

Caregivers to Meet
Monday Evening

WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones meets on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month
at 7:30 p.m. in the parish center of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church on
Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

These are information and sharing
sessions. The group will hold its next
meeting on October 2. For more in-
formation, call Marilyn Ryan at (908)
233-8757.

Geraldine M. Saliola, 74, Was Beloved
Wife, Mother and Grandmother

Geraldine M. Saliola (Ruerup), 74,
of Brick, formerly of Westfield,
passed away peacefully on Monday,
September 25, at her daughter’s home
surrounded by her loving family.

Born and raised in Westfield, N.J.,
she graduated from Westfield High
School in 1960. Gerry lived in Toms
River for 10 years, and lived the last
three years at her daughter’s home in
Brick.

Gerry was a certified home health
aide in the Union and Ocean County
area for many years.

Prior to that, she worked at West-
ern Electric in Kearny, N.J.

She was an active member and
treasurer at Silver Ridge Park West in
Toms River, both of their Women’s
and Singles Club.

She was the beloved wife of the late
Robert Furchak (1986) and the late
Mario Saliola (1997).

She was the devoted mother of
Cheryl Vito and her husband,
Raymond.

A loving sister of Eileen Ruerup,
she also will be deeply missed by her
two grandchildren, Gabriella and
Raymond Jr.; her niece, Jennifer
Lelivelt, and her husband, Steve, and
many other friends and family.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered on Friday, September 29, at 10
a.m., at the Holy Trinity Roman Catho-

lic Church in Westfield. Burial will be
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Friends may visit the Dooley Colo-
nial Funeral Home, 556 Westfield
Avenue, Westfield, today, Thursday,
September 28, from 4 to 8 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, please make do-
nations in her name to Pancreatic
Cancer Research.

September 28, 2017
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 SEPTEMBER 2017  EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Hours: Mon-Thurs  9:30 am - 9:00 pm  Fri & Sat 9:30 am - 5:00 pm   
Sunday  1:00-5:00 pm 

Closed October 9 for Columbus Day 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS  CHECK WEBSITE FOR ALL SIGN UP INFO 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN  Check website for sign up info 

10/4  7:00 pm The Legend of Sleepy Hollow 

10/6  1:30 pm TGIF! Thurgood (video) 

10/7  2:00 pm Dutch Paintings of the Golden Age 

10/11  7:00 pm “Macbeth”: Live Theatre by Hudson Shakespeare Co. 

10/13  1:30 pm TGIF! Copeland and the American Sound (video) 

10/14   2:00 pm Excel for Financial Use-Advanced Computer Class 

10/17  7:00 pm Detox Your Home with Heather McMahill 

10/18  7:00 pm David Aaron Trio-The Weiss Family Jazz Series 

10/20  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movies Week: “Waitress” 

10/3, 10, 17, 24, 31 10:30 am 2’s on Tuesday Storytime (caregiver stays with child) 

10/3, 10, 17, 24, 31  1:00 pm Afternoon Fun for 4’s and 5’s  

10/3  4:00 pm Robodyssey: How to Talk to a Robot  8+yrs 

10/5, 12, 19, 26 10:30 am 3’s on Thursday Storytime (caregiver stays with child) 

10/6, 13, 20 10:00 am Baby Playgroup 0-23 months (caregiver stays w/child) 

10/6  3:45 pm Chess Club for Kids-Must know how to move the pieces 

10/7 10:00 am Paws to Read-for New readers read to library dogs 

10/10  4:00 pm Robodyssey-Circuits on Paper  8+yrs 

10/17  4:00 pm Robodyssey: Arduino Wearables  12+yrs 

10/21 10:30 am Pumpkin Painting 4yrs and up 

OUT OF SIGHT

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

908-232-4407    sales@goleader.com

in

ADVERTISE         REGULARLY

DON’T LET YOUR BUSINESS BE

OUT OF MIND
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Union County PAC to Hold
Hurricane Relief Concert

Mother!
Oh, Brother!

1 popcorn

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Fearing that I might be scarred for
life after seeing Darren Aronofsky’s
Mother!, I am happy to relate that
slowly but surely the grotesque con-
cepts and visions of this postmodern
horror film are dissipating from my
fragile and offended psyche. I mean,
I am safe, aren’t I? Hopefully it’s not
part of a grander trick. This is sinister
stuff, intentionally as well as through
the error of its haughty self-indul-
gence. Oh, dear reader, be cautious. It
starts out with intriguing
eeriness…even a bit Hitchcockian.
No offense, Master. But that’s just to
suck you into its ugly movie Hell.

For sure there will be a cult follow-
ing by virtue of its violent belliger-
ence. But that’s not hard to achieve in
today’s social climate, where inso-
lence and crudeness for their own
sake readily find adherents. Y’know,
anything to inspire an aggressively
messaging t-shirt or cap. However,
unlike the great horror movies Mr.
Aronofsky attempts to emulate, imi-
tate and do one better than, Mother!,
like the temporary insanity that has
gripped portions of our population, is
a confluence of base instincts, the
juncture where Pretension Street
crosses Evil Alley.

Thus the short review is, I didn’t
like Mother! let alone what concerns
I might have for my future mental
health. Still, in an ACLU sort of fair-
ness, where duty requires a just ap-
praisal even for things decidedly ab-
horrent, it must be noted that film-
maker Aronofsky’s instrument is
vastly talented, if for the moment
misapplied. All the tools are evident.
But in reaching headlong for the
cineaste’s brass ring, he has wrought
his Heaven’s Gate (1980), a mish-
mash of farfetched ideas tossed to-
gether in a conceited flaunting of
one’s assumed success.

Or, as my esteemed high school
English teacher, Dave Stamelman,
once affirmed after I handed in a
lazily written book review,
“Goldberger, you’re living on your
laurels.” (I had to look it up.) In any
case, Mr. Aronofsky, this was a big
waste of time and gosh knows how
many new wings of children’s hospi-
tals might have been constructed for
the reported $30 million it cost. OK,
your Noah (2014) was disappointing,
but putting Mickey Rourke in The
Wrestler (2008) was inspired, and
well, your Black Swan (2010), it goes
without saying.

Credentials noted, it shouldn’t be
surprising if some film school profes-
sors show portions of this Harvard
grad’s failed magnum opus, solely to
point out his skilled technique, eye
for texture and the generous opportu-
nity he affords his actors. Translating
his vision to the screen, Jennifer
Lawrence and Javier Bardem are real
pieces of work as the otherwise name-
less power couple known simply as
Mother and Him. He’s a writer of
some sort. She is his inspiration. There
are no kids…yet.

They live in what on the surface

seems like the idyllic manse in the
country. Once a rambling old wreck,
doubtlessly it has been restored way
beyond any former glory. But alas,
the writer has that most feared of
scribbler’s afflictions. I don’t even
like to identify it. And naturally, the
poor, suffering spouse of any such
gridlocked wielder of words is to
blame, even if it’s not true and regard-
less of how much he assures her to the
contrary. It matters not that she is
forever deciding on colors of walls
and making things comfy. She is his
Zelda, berated just for being.

Enter into this pastoral tension the
proverbial stranger, the suspicious
catalyst extraordinaire. Seeming to
have arrived out of nowhere and
played by Ed Harris, he is listed in the
credits as Man. Identifying himself as
an orthopedic surgeon recently hired
by the local hospital, wherever that
may be in this vast, unidentified rus-
ticity, he offers no real purpose for his
arrival. Nevertheless, the writer wel-
comes in the interloper as if he were
an old friend. We empathize with the
wife’s disbelieving uneasiness, and
join her in a mutual “Huh?”

Up until just past this point, when
the supposed doc’s wife played by
Michelle Pfeiffer also shows up, it’s
all pretty engaging. But the enigmatic
bemusement soon runs its course, our
inquiries of “What’s going on?” quelled
by the sudden void of creativity. Pity.
After setting the stage with such baf-
fling whimsy, it is clear that with no
plot-twist novelty a la M. Night
Shyamalan, let alone O. Henry, Mr.
Aronofsky has painted himself into a
corner. Having nowhere to go, he rel-
egates his film to common bedlam.

An obnoxious Sturm und Drang
follows…a sloppy buffet of cinema
notions sourced from the shelf of
clichéd motifs. There’s a little of
Dante’s Inferno, a touch of Marat
Sade, and a smidgen of F.W. Murnau’s
Nosferatu (1922). I wouldn’t have
been surprised if the director had
even injected an idea or two from
Abbott and Costello Meet Franken-
stein (1948). It would have made no
difference, for this is a film only a
Mother! could love.

***
Mother!, rated R, is a Paramount

Pictures release directed by Darren
Aronofsky and stars Jennifer
Lawrence, Javier Bardem and Ed
Harris. Running time: 121 minutes.

STARTING THE SEASON...The 2017 Westfield High School Marching Blue
Devils kicked off their 2017 competitive season with a performance at the annual
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Marching Band Competition. The band placed 2nd in
Group Six Open behind John P. Stevens High School, from Edison, with a score of
75.95. The 134-member Marching Blue Devils 2017 production is entitled “Simply
Distorted.” This year’s show will challenge audiences by distorting their perception
of sound and sight. Musical selections include Aaron Copland’s Appalachian
Spring, 1,000 Airplanes on the Roof by Philip Glass, Creep by Radiohead, and
Camille Saint-Saëns’ Danse Macabre. This year the band will travel to the Bands of
America Newark Regional at the University of Delaware for the second time ever as
well as appearances at U.S. Bands competitions at Hillsborough High School and
East Brunswick High School, and the New Jersey State Championships at Rutgers
University. The band is led this year by Drum Majors Nadia Matin, Benjamin
Kevelson and Mary Joy Sidhom. Find out more about the Westfield High School
Bands by visiting their website at westfieldhsbands.org.

1920s Whodunnit The Wild
Party Opens Season At CDC

AN HONOR TO BE NOMINATED…Lisa Black, pictured with her husband
Hans Polak, of Westfield, awaits the announcement of the 2017 Perry Awards at
the Union County Performing Arts Center in Rahway. Ms. Black was one of nine
members of a writing, producing and directing team that was honored with a
nomination for Outstanding Original Play on September 17.

WILD CAST...The cast of The Wild Party at CDC Theatre in Cranford, pictured
from left to right, Nicole Boscanno as Kate, Shane Long as Burrs, Colleen Renee
as Queenie and Phil Solomon as Black. The show opens Friday, October 13.

CRANFORD – In Andrew Lippa’s
The Wild Party, decadence and ex-
cess roar across the stage in this steamy
prohibition tale based on Joseph
Moncure March’s 1928 narrative
poem of the same name. This darkly
brilliant show, featuring one of the
most exciting, pulse-racing scores
ever written, will open the 2017-2018
season at CDC Theatre in Cranford.
This marks the 99th season at New
Jersey’s oldest continuously produc-
ing community theatre.

“The musical is like a Jazz Age take
on Shakespeare’s A Midsummer
Night’s Dream; a potent cocktail of
an all-night party in late 1920s Man-
hattan,” says director Sean Lough.
Adapted from a book-length poem
written in and about the Roaring
Twenties, The Wild Party tells the
story of one wild evening in the Man-
hattan apartment shared by Queenie
and Burrs, a vaudeville dancer and a
vaudeville clown. In a relationship
marked by vicious behavior and reck-
lessness, mirroring the times in which
they live, they decide to throw a party
to end all parties. As the guests arrive,
audience members meet an assort-
ment of people living on the edge.
Queenie and Burrs set out to make
each other jealous, but Queenie be-
gins to fall in love with her conquest
named Mr. Black. After a long night
of decadence, Burrs’ jealousy erupts
and he comes to a violent end at Mr.

Black’s hand. In the stark light of a
new day, Queenie moves out into a
brighter world, although not neces-
sarily a brighter future, leaving the
passed-out revelers in her wake. An
award-winning score by Andrew
Lippa provides excitement and drive
for this tale of passions out of control.
Capturing the sound of a bygone era
with a nod to the present one, he
makes us realize that moral deca-
dence is not only limited to our past.

“We were blown away by the local
talent at auditions,” Mr. Lough con-
tinued,  “this piece has a white-hot
jazz score played to perfection by
Jack Bender’s smoking-hot eight-
piece band — and every role needs a
real triple threat: someone who can
sing like Idina, dance like Chita and
act like Streep. We have amazing
local talent from Cranford, Westfield,
Fanwood, as well as New Brunswick
and Queens. If you love film noir or
suspense thrillers, Wild Party is the
perfect musicalization of the dark
themes that make those genres so
emotional. And yet it’s as fun and
fearless as anything being written for
the theater today.”

The production will run from Fri-
day, October 13 through Saturday,
October 28 at the theatre’s 78 Winans
Avenue home. Additional informa-
tion about the show and how to get
tickets can be found by visiting
www.cdctheatre.org.

RAHWAY – The Union County
Performing Arts Center is present-
ing the Hurricane Relief Benefit
Concert, featuring a card of na-
tionally known, award-winning mu-
sical artists, on Sunday, October 1,
from 5 to 8 p.m.

The show, which is being spon-
sored by the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders and the City
of Rahway, features platinum-win-
ning artists Aly-Us and Pamela
Long from Total, gold-winning art-
ists  Ny’a and Allure,  Julia
Robertson and Norm Adams, Judah
Priest, Kenny Black, High-Five,
and the Apostolic Center’s band
and choir. Tickets for the general
admission show are $20 and may
be purchased in advance at
www.ucpac.org. All proceeds from
the show will be used to benefit
Hurricane victims in Texas and
Florida.

“It is all about coming together
to help our fellow Americans who
need it the most in Texas and
Florida,” said Freeholder Chair-
man Bruce Bergen. “We thank the
artists for performing, and we urge
our residents to come out and sup-
port the relief effort, and have a

good time while doing so.”
Mayor Samson Steinman, who is

also involved in supporting the
show, thanked Rahway’s own re-
cording star, Ny’a, for organizing
the concert and bringing the artists
together, and hailed the program to
help disaster victims.

“Our country has experienced
back-to-back devastating weather
events, and it has been said that
hurricanes do not discriminate in
their path of destruction,” Mayor
Steinman said. “We are coming to-
gether to lift our hearts, raise funds
and show our compassion for our
fellow Americans in need. There is
no finer way than to do than through
music, a celebration of our culture
and American way of life.”

Felice Twaddle, president of the
Board of Directors at UCPAC
added: “I am pleased that we are
able to come together for a night of
great entertainment to benefit those
that were  affected by the damages
of Hurricanes Harvey and Irma.
My sincere thanks to all the artists
that have graciously donated their
time to make this event happen.”

The Union County Performing
Arts Center is located at 1601 Irv-
ing St in Rahway, N.J. and is easily
accessible to major roads and pub-
lic transportation.

NJFO Season Opens With
‘Serenades to Music’

 WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Festival Orchestra (NJFO) opens its
35th anniversary season on Saturday,
October 14, at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield with “Serenades
to Music,” a dramatic concert that
combines voice, virtuoso violin and
magnificent Mozart. Audiences can
expect a dynamic musical celebra-
tion to rival anything in New York
City and beyond.

 “This is set to be one of the most
uplifting and spellbinding concert ex-
periences one can ever hope to have,”
said NJFO’s Maestro David Wroe.
“With a song in our hearts, I believe
this concert will transport audiences
beyond the ordinary to a place of spiri-
tual ecstasy. We hope that you will
come and join this unique celebration
to open our 35th anniversary season.”

The performance begins with the
famous “Serenade to Music” (from
The Merchant of Venice) set to mu-
sic by Ralph Vaughan Williams. The

text, one of Shakespeare’s most po-
etic evocations of music, is a sub-
lime tribute to the beauty and won-
der of music. The Choirs of St. Peter’s
Morristown partner with NJFO to
present this shimmering choral work.

Internationally acclaimed Serbian
violinist Stefan Milenkovich also
joins the festivities. Hailed by The
New York Times as “a true virtuoso,”
Mr. Milenkovich will bring to life
Paganini's B minor violin concerto,
one of the most dazzling scores ever
created for the instrument.

Mozart's sublime 39th symphony
– a Champagne-like sparkling mas-
terpiece – showcases the genius of
the composer and brings the evening
to a delightful and energetic close.

“Serenades to Music” has been
made possible through the generous
support of the NJ State Council on
the Arts, the Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation and The Jerome and
Helene Dreskin Family Trust.

“Serenades to Music” takes place
at 7 p.m. Tickets are $28 to $76; $15
for those under age 18. There also
will be a performance on Friday,
October 13, at 8 p.m., at St. Peter’s
Church in Morristown.

Discounted ticket packages, which
vary in price according to seating
level, are on sale for the entire NJFO
2017-2018 season.

Single tickets and “mix and match”
packages may be purchased by call-
ing the box office at (908) 232-9400.
Avoid all ticket fees and handling
charges by purchasing tickets and
packages online at
njfestivalorchestra.org.

For further information call (908)
232-9400, e-mail
info@njfestivalorchestra.org or go
to njfestivalorchestra.org.

Mums, Kale Available
For AppleFest Order
WESTFIELD – The Westfield His-

torical Society will present its AppleFest
celebration on Saturday, October 14,
from noon to 4 p.m. Mums and kale can
be pre-ordered for pickup at 4 p.m.

Plants are $7 each or three for $20.
The colors available for the mums are
red, yellow, white, lavender and bronze.

Orders can be e-mailed to Kris Luka
at kluka@comcast.net or by calling
(908) 233-8519 by Friday, October 6.

AppleFest will be held at the Reeve
History and Cultural Resource Cen-
ter, located at 314 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield. The rain date is Sunday,
October 15. Funds raised benefit the
Westfield Historical Society.
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Jonathan Cook, Allison Ognibene and
Fredrick Dennehy for Outstanding
Original Play. For Ms. Black, it was
her first time at the Perry Awards and
she said she was happy to be there not
only as a nominee, but also to support
her friends, collaborators in writing
and directing the play for the New
Playwrights Festival through Defin-
ing Moments Theatre Company.

New Jersey Association of The-
atres President Patrick Starega phi-
losophized in his remarks about the-
ater in the playbill: “Theater is so
much bigger than any individual cre-
ating it. It is never just about oneself;
it is always about the ‘bigger picture’
and how we make a communal im-
pact. Change one life and you can
change the world.”

And that night it was obvious what
New Jersey theater is all about – edu-
cating, sharing talents, raising aware-
ness and giving back to the community.
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The Laser Dental Group P.C.

 301 Lenox Avenue           1205 Coolidge Avenue
 Westfield, NJ 07090 Union, NJ 07083
 908-232-2136 908-686-2080

www.thelaserdentalgroup.com

Digital Dental Radiography has been around since the late 1980’s.  When compared to
conventional x-rays, digital x-rays have many benefits.

According to the National Council on Radiation Protection, we are all exposed to back-
ground radiation on average about 300 mrem per year. (A unit of radiation is measured in
rem, and there are 1000 millirem per rem).

So what is considered a safe level of radiation?  According to the US Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, there is no current data that confirms the occurrence of cancer at radiation
levels below 10,000 mrems. Safe yearly full body occupational exposure levels established
by the EPA are 5000 mrem per adult and 500 mrem per minor above the background
radiation levels.

So how much exposure are you really getting from digital x-rays?

In light of this information, forgoing dental x-rays is ill-advised.  Waiting until one has pain
before consenting for a radiographic examination, more often than not, results in the need
for a much more costly procedure than had the problem been diagnosed sooner.  So help
yourself.  Allow your dentist to take radiographs and be your dental health professional.

Given these numbers, one can see that digital dental x-rays are very safe and expose you
to less radiation than just breathing and well below the limits established by the EPA.

They are more environmentally friendly, as there are no toxic chemicals to
dispose of and they produce no waste.
It provides instant imaging.  There is no developing process which saves time
for both the patient and health professional.
The digital images can be shared more easily with another health professional,
saving the patients time and money in the form of duplication charges.
Storage, organization, stability and ease of chronological comparisons of past
radiographs are also great advantages of digitalization.
The most important feature of digital radiography is the significant 80 – 90%
reduction of radiation required to produce an image.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

228 mrem breathing
28 mrem eating and drinking food
30 mrem cosmic radiation
25 mrem airport x-ray
21 mrem the ground and surrounding buildings
10 mrem cooking with natural gas
2 mrem sleeping next to someone

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

0.4 mrem one digital dental radiograph
1.6 mrem check-up (4 bitewings)
7 mrem  complete full mouth series of 18 digital x-rays (taken once every 3-5 years)
1.5 mrems A panoramic radiograph.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Digital Dental Radiography

Peter Louie, D.M.D.
General  Dentistry

Some things just 
aren’t a good fit.
The New Jersey Lottery offers many fun and entertaining games, but these 
games are not meant for children. For more tips, information, and resources 
about playing the lottery responsibly, visit njlottery.com.

Lottery is not child’s play.

Must be 18 or older to buy a lottery ticket. Please play responsibly.
If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, call 1-800-GAMBLER®.

Steve Lemenille Earns Lifetime
Achievement Award in Theatre

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY – While CBS’s Stephen
Colbert was hosting the Emmy’s on TV
Sunday night, September 17, a local
resident, Steve Lemenille, was accept-
ing his own award in Rahway. Mr.
Lemenille was inducted into the Hall of
Fame at The New Jersey Association of
Community Theatres (NJACT) Perry
Awards for his work specifically in the
field of theatre direction.

He, along with five others, represent-
ing the fields of lighting, producing,
choreographing and costuming, were
feted before an audience of hundreds of
theatre performers and fans. The night,
a gala, red carpet-like event was held
for the first time on the mainstage at
Union County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC) in Rahway at the one-time
vaudeville theater.

“It really was a thrill to stand on that
grand stage and look out at peers and
people I have worked with over the
years and feel their respect at our real-
life awards ceremony in our own back-
yard,” Mr. Lemenille said in a phone
interview with The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Seated with his wife JoAnne and the
rest of the honorees in the theatre’s front
row, he was the first one presented on
stage in the Hall of Fame induction
ceremony as a part of the Perry Awards
night. As Mr. Lemenille stood on stage
with president of NJACT Patrick
Starega, he was honored with these
words: “Theatre was the last thing on
Steve's mind until he met his wife,

JoAnne, in college, back in 1965, who
dragged him to an audition for a student
production for which he got a lead role.
And that was the start of it!  Upon
entering teaching, Steve started a Drama
Club and continued directing and pro-
ducing classical Broadway style pro-
ductions with his students for 29 years.
To show his students his personal love
for theater, he performed at Bergen
Country Players, and Stage Crafters in
Fairlawn.  After retiring, his wife, once
again, (as he says) ‘dragged’ him to
Westfield Community Players (WCP),
and the theatre ‘bug’ bit him again.”

A well-respected director, Mr.
Lemenille is known throughout New
Jersey also as a mentor. As president of
the WCP association, he directs, pro-
duces and has his hand in almost every
production there. Just ask Brian Remo,
actor, director and currently the execu-
tive director of the UCPAC, who cred-
its Mr. Lemenille as an encourager of
the arts and personal mentor. “Steve has
been a collaborator and colleague as
well as a mentor to me for years,” said
Mr. Remo. “I jokingly refer to him as
my ‘theater father’, but in reality, he has
been like a true father and friend to me,”
he said.

But often, awards are not just a spot-
light on one person. “The best thing
about these awards,” Mr. Lemenille
shared, “is that the community gets the
recognition. Theatre is not done in
isolation…it’s a collaborate event that
is enjoyed by the actors, directors, pro-
ducers as well as the audience.” Mr.
Lemenille, who first joined Westfield
Community Players in 2009, serves

currently as not only their president but
webmaster. He enjoys the responsibil-
ity of sometimes being a producer. “The
beauty of producing is that I get to
oversee a production, making sure that
the director [who may be new to our
theater] maintains the theatre’s vision
and policies,” he said.

Some of his personal favorite shows
he directed at the Westfield playhouse
include Proof, A View from the Bridge
and Dial M for Murder. Among his
producing credits he includes Rehearsal
for Murder as one of his favorites, one
that garnered 11 Perry nominations.

In May 2018, Steve Lemenille will
direct Mr. Roberts for Westfield Com-
munity Playhouse.

Community Open Mic
Night on October 6

FANWOOD – On Friday, October
6, Mara's Cafe in Fanwood will wel-
come local singer/songwriter Eric
Harrison for a solo acoustic perfor-
mance to be followed by an "open mic
night" where musicians of all ages and
styles will be welcome to perform.

Mr. Harrison will mix covers with
originals from his four albums. Inter-
ested performers for the open mic por-
tion of the evening should arrive no
later than 7:30 p.m. to sign up for a time
slot after 8:30 p.m.

  Performers should bring their in-
struments, cables and friends; Mara's
will provide the sound system. For fur-
ther information email Eric at
ericharrison147@gmail.com or visit
http://EricHarrisonMusic.com.

Area Members of Local Theaters
Shine at 44th Annual Perry Awards

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT...At the 44th Annual Perry Awards, President of
the New Jersey Association of Theatres (NJACT) Patrick Starega presents
Westfield resident and president of the Westfield Community Players Stephen
Lemenille with a plaque honoring him with a Lifetime Achievement Award and
induction into the Hall of Fame.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY – “It’s just an honor to
be nominated,” award nominees al-
ways say. But it’s not bad to win,
either. The 44th Annual Perry
Awards, a gala, red-carpet event, held
at Union County Performing Arts
Center in Rahway this year on Sep-
tember 17, proved to be a great night
for nominees and winners alike. The
Perry’s are the New Jersey version
of the Tony’s that honor the best
actors, directors, crew and overall
productions of non-professional
musicals and plays. Shows are re-

viewed by a panel of esteemed judges
each year.

Adam Ziering, who played Billy
Bibbit in Westfield Community Play-
ers’ (WCP) production of One Flew
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest won in the
category of Outstanding Supporting
Actor in a Play. In a post-award
show phone interview with The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, the 25-year-
old said that he grew up in Westfield
and was grateful to study under
Daniel Devlin at Westfield High
School. He said he was fortunate to
learn acting skills from Mr. Devlin
that have carried him through his

acting career today.
Mr. Ziering spoke of the “talented

and kind group of actors” director
Ken Webb assembled for this pro-
duction. “Trusting your fellow ac-
tors is such an integral part of a good
production. There were so many lay-
ers of the characters, we’d have our
own little ‘group sessions’ as our
characters discovering our motiva-
tions,” he explained.

That same production snagged a
win for Anita Esteves for Outstand-
ing Stage Management of a Play. She
thanked folks in the production of
Cuckoo’s Nest and lovingly gave a
shout out to “the other loonies in the
show.” Others nominated in various
categories for their performances in
that production were Joe Leo – play-
ing Cheswick - as Outstanding Fea-
tured Actor in a Play, and Sean Lough
as Randle P. McMurphy as the Out-
standing Lead Actor in a Play. Mr.
Lough, a Fanwood resident, didn’t
win for his performance in the iconic
Jack Nicholson role, but won that
category for his performance in the
Fearless Production’s Venus in Fur.

Another of the Westfield Commu-
nity Players’ productions was honored
that night. Jean Karas won Outstanding
Supporting Actress in a Play for WCP’s
production of And Then There Were
None. Her castmate, Fred Dennehy was
nominated in the category of an Out-
standing Lead Actor in a Play.

Cranford Dramatic Club’s produc-
tion of Assassins won nominations
for Shane Long, Jack Bender, Rich-
ard Colonna and Keith White. That
musical was one of the seven final-
ists for Outstanding Production of a
Musical and performed an electric
medley from the musical as part of
the night’s live entertainment.

Other Westfield area nominees in-
cluded Lisa Black, Mike Sockol,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Effective play initiated by the
Cougars’ defensive line in the
first half quickly influenced the
defensive backfield early in the
second half then the offense fol-
lowed suit, along with the special
teams as the Cranford High
School football team erased a
14-0, first-half deficit to earn a
24-14 victory over the Rahway
Indians at Memorial Field in
Cranford on September 22. The
2-1 Indians, who defeated Hill-
side, 35-21, and Governor

Livingston, 42-14, were limited
to 55 total yards rushing — only
eight yards in the second half,
and 129 of their 182 yards pass-
ing came in the first half.

“We talk about it all the time
and it has really been a mirror of
what we’ve done in the preseason
at times and in practices that we
have not been able to get every-
body to be on the same page. I
told them, ‘What makes football
great and what makes it difficult
is that you’ve got to have every-
body doing what they are sup-
posed to do on every play and it

can be done and you can do it.”
Tonight we started to look like
more of the same in the first half,
having a couple of good plays
then letting up the big one. You
lose football games when you do
that. Then in the second half,
they put a good half of football
together,” Cougar Head Coach
Erik Rosenmeier said.

The first quarter was scoreless
but the Indians were on the move
early in the second quarter until
linebacker Dylan Budnik (4 tack-
les, sack) recovered a Rahway
fumble on the Cranford nine.
However, on their next posses-
sion, the Indians put together an
eight-play, 66-yard scoring drive
that ended with quarterback Jakir

CURREN 31-YD TD, 18YD TD; CADET 6 YD TD; AMBROSIO 39 YD FG; CASSARO INT, ARROYO INT

Cougars Step Up; ‘Run’ Past Rahway Indian Gridders, 24-14
Robinson hooking up with wide
receiver Keyshawn Cummings for
a 27-yard touchdown with 6:12
on the clock. Four minutes later,
Robinson found Jerish Halsey in
the left corner of the end zone for
a 14-yard touchdown and a 14-0
lead at the half.

The third quarter began with
Valentino Ambrosio’s kickoff into
the end zone. He would go on to
boot three more of his four sec-
ond-half kickoffs into the end
zone, allowing only one return.
On Rahway’s first play Cougar
Owen Ballweg recovered a fumble
at the 17. After a 16-yard run by
Anthony Araujo (11 rushes, 45
yards) followed by a five-yard
penalty, Josh Cadet hooked left
for a six-yard touchdown and
Ambrosio kicked the point after.

Rahway went three-and-out on

its next series. Cranford took
over at its 48 and on the fifth
running play, quarterback Daniel
Curren (15 rushes, 111 yards)
found an opening in the middle
and slanted left for a 31-yard
touchdown with 6:12 left in the
quarter. Ambrosio nailed the
point after to knot the score.

The fury continued and raven-
ous pressure from the defensive
line forced the Rahway punter to
kick the ball straight up into the
air resulting in great field position
at the Indian 21. On the second
play, Curren shot through the
middle for an 18-yard touchdown.
Ambrosio hit the point after and
the Cougars were in front 21-14.

Curren injured his ankle on the
Cougars’ next series but running
back Jamie Shriner (10 carries,

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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47 yards) took control and
marched his team from the
Cranford 20 to the Rahway 20
where Ambrosio attempted a 37-
yard field goal but missed with
10:10 left in the game.

“With our offense, I can run any
position. If they need me to come
in and run wildcat, I can do it,”
Shriner said. “I can go to slot, I can
go to tailback. If they need me to
run quarterback, I can do it.”

“It was working so we just kept
going. We didn’t need to change
it,” Curren added.

“First half it was a little shaky
but 24 points in the second half.
I am very proud of them. Matt
Savino, the big guy, Jack Carroll.
They are big guys opening the
holes. I was able to get outside,”
Shriner said.

“I have been on the offensive
line. I think to this point, they’ve
unachieved but they stepped up
in the second half. We try and not
play any of our offensive linemen

both ways. Budnik is the only one
and he got a little gassed and put
Kevin Easse in and he did a good
job. I think we started to wear
them out. Some of their guys
playing up front are some of their
skill guys and I think they got a
little gassed. That was a huge
factor in the game,” Coach
Rosenmeier pointed out.

Cougar defensive back Dante
Cassaro intercepted a Rahway
pass at the Cranford 24. The next
Rahway possession went three-
and-out. Cranford took over at
its own 39 and marched the ball
to the 22 on six running plays
where Ambrosio added insurance
with a 39-yard field goal with
1:58 remaining.

“He sealed the game for us at
the end. Missed the first one but
made the second one. That’s all
that matters,” Curren said.

“He is a weapon. There’s no
doubt about. I told them this
morning I thought the key on
special teams was for us to posi-
tion punt the ball. I thought ‘Mac’
[Jack McAleavey] did a great job
of that. He [Ambrosio] only
missed one where they got to
return it on the kickoff. He put
the rest of them in the end zone,
including that one into the wind,
which was a huge play. If you got
to go 80 yards as a high school
football team, it’s a daunting task.
For us to make them do that was
a huge weapon for us. Then the
field goal gave us breathing
room,” Coach Rosenmeier said.

His final kickoff into the end
zone put the Indians in a situa-
tion of viewing 80 yards of turf to
cover. It did not happen when
defensive back Elijah Arroyo (10
tackles) after a Budnik tip, inter-
cepted at midfield.

“He’s a great player! He’s a
leader,” Budnik said of Arroyo. “I

should have got that. I dropped
that. It went right through my
hands but we got the ball back.
It’s contagious. Cranford foot-
ball, that’s the way it is. So we
got to keep on getting better and
keep getting wins.”

“We are playing Cranford foot-
ball now. We haven’t been play-
ing it the first two weeks and now
we are playing Cranford football.
There’s going to be a lot more,”
Curren promised.

“We started with aggressive
defense. We started to wake up,
made adjustments. Our defense,
we can play with the best but we
got to fix some things and keep
getting better. We are on the
upswing. I am excited for the
rest of the season. Ready for big
things,” Budnik said.

“They were able to play hard in
all positions and people upheld
their responsibilities. As bad as
we played in the first half, our
defense hung in there when our

offense kept putting them back
on the field. That was one of the
keys to the game that we were in
striking distance,” Coach
Rosenmeier expressed.

“It’s going to be a long road
ahead but I hope we can run the
table and get a good seed for our
section. It’s a winnable schedule
coming up,” Shriner said.
Rahway 0 14 0 0 14
Cranford 0 0 21 3 24
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* Cranford Cougars Step Up; ‘Run’ Past Rahway Indian Footballers, 24-14 *
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Blue Devil Gridders Run Past Franklin Warriors, 23-7 – photos by Charles Mulrooney

Story on page 9 of The Westfield Leader
more photos next page
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* Raider Gridders’ Inconsistency Results in 56-23 Immaculata Spartan Victory *

more photos next page

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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** Westfield Lady Blue Devils Dodge Bullet, Nick Soccer Cougars in OT, 1-0 **

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader

more photos next page
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Council, Developer Differ on
Judge’s Affordable Housing Ruling

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — There was con-
fusion along with contradictory
statements on Tuesday evening
over whether a judge last week
had sided with the township or
denied its request to reopen its
affordable-housing obligation.

At the start of the township
committee’s meeting this week,
Township Attorney Ryan Cooper
read a statement that said Judge
Camille Kenny had granted the
township’s motion in Cranford
Development Associates versus
Township of Cranford litigation
that reaffirms that Cranford
would be immune from the Mount
Laurel-related lawsuits through
the end of 2018 and would be
able to adjust its affordable-hous-
ing obligations.

“The township is very pleased
with the outcome,” Mr. Cooper
said, as the 40 or so residents in
attendance applauded.

Shortly after, however, James
Rhatican, an attorney for Hartz
Mountain Industries, which is
seeking to develop 750 Walnut
Avenue into a 905-unit apart-
ment complex, rose to tell the
committee that he had read the
judge’s ruling as having denied
the township’s motion. “We have
an obvious difference of opinion”
about what the judge decided,
he said.

When Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr. said that all sides
have attorneys to review “the
fine points” of a legal decision,
Mr. Rhatican responded by say-
ing that he did not know “what
the fine points are.”

The judge’s decision is avail-
able at www.timesnj.com.

The bulk of the committee’s
meeting was devoted to a number
of township residents speaking in

opposition to the proposed devel-
opment, with many citing the po-
tential negative impacts on traffic,
schools and emergency respond-
ers. One resident said she is not
opposed to development, “but I
am opposed to such rapid growth”
like the one being proposed for
Walnut Avenue. Another called the
size of the Walnut Avenue project
“just astronomical for a town this
size.” Still another resident said
that “Cranford does not need to be
urbanized.”

Several residents, having just
come from annual back-to-school
nights, raised concerns about
overcrowding in all of Cranford’s
schools, with one saying that,
already, “our schools are
packed.” Another mother of
school-age children said Cranford
does not have room for what
could potentially be several dozen
additional students as a result of
the 905-unit development being
proposed.

After all the comments were

aired, Deputy Mayor Patrick Giblin
cautioned that the project’s de-
velopment “is not inevitable,”
saying that Hartz Mountain still
has “much to demonstrate” to
township officials before any de-
velopment goes forward. Com-
missioner Ann Dooley said that,
in the interest of complete trans-
parency, the judge’s decision and
court transcripts will be posted
on the township’s website.

In other business, the town-
ship committee expects to soon
award an animal control services
contract to Animal Control Ser-
vices (ACS). A resolution to that
effect was pulled from Tuesday’s
agenda for a technical reason,
but committee members said that
ACS would be the recipient of the
contract.

The committee also passed
resolutions allowing for free
three-hour parking in township
lots from December 16 to De-
cember 25 and on November 24
and 25.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At Tuesday
night’s meeting, the borough
council introduced an ordinance
designating the Garwood Mall an
overlay zone for possible afford-
able-housing development. The
overlay zone addresses a legal
compliance with the borough’s
affordable-housing obligations.
Under court-imposed affordable-
housing measures, Garwood is
responsible for additional afford-
able units to be zoned for future
development.

Currently, the Garwood Mall is
not proposed for sale and is not
planned to be redeveloped. The
units are additional to the afford-
able units proposed in the South
Avenue redevelopment. The
planning board will review the
site plan’s projections for total
and affordable units at the
Garwood Mall site.

Borough Attorney Robert F.
Renaud stated that by designat-
ing the Garwood Mall an overlay
zone the borough is immune to
builder’s remedy lawsuits until
2025.

“When are we, in the courts’
eyes, as finally developed? In
2025, what will happen? Will they
finally say Garwood is
unbuildable?” Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro said.

Mr. Renaud stated that the fu-
ture is uncertain pertaining to
what the courts will deem as
enough affordable housing or
even if the measures will remain
in place and to what burden on
each township or borough.

Resident Bruce Paterson stated
the council was being too “pas-
sive or submissive” to the
borough’s overdevelopment. Mr.
Paterson criticized the way af-
fordable-housing obligations
were being met.

“Passive would be to do noth-
ing and expose the borough to
lawsuits. I’m not advocating de-
velopment. It’s a matter of pro-
tection,” Mr. Renaud said.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco
said the planning board still has
to review the site plan, adding
that the review process allows
for further planning board, coun-
cil and public input. This input
allows “the dialogue” to continue
on how the borough can best
meet court-ordered affordable-
housing obligations, stated Ms.
Todisco.

“I find the comments about
passiveness revolting,” said plan-
ning board member William
Nierstedt. Mr. Nierstedt described
a federal court case where
Bedminster Township attempted
to disallow a mosque develop-
ment. Bedminster Township lost
the case and had to pay damages
to the plaintiffs.

“We worked the best we can for
Garwood. A difference in opinion
is not being submissive. We are

Achieve Program Success
Showcased for Cranford
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Kevin Deacon,
coordinator for the Achieve Pro-
gram, showcased the many ac-
complishments of the program
in the Cranford district at the
board of education’s regular
monthly meeting Monday night.

Achieve is a basic skills pro-
gram in mathematics and read-
ing that utilizes a pull out and
push in model to focus in on
targeted areas of needed im-
provement for students. The ob-
jective of the program is to get

students up to grade level.
Assistant Superintendent for

Curriculum and Instruction Liz
Azukas told the board the district
began a new program last year
that implemented the i-Ready
Diagnostic Assessment to help
determine the particular areas
students needed to work on.

“Instruction is based on the
area of need and that comes
from the data we got from our i-
Ready Diagnostic Assessment,”
according to Mr. Deacon.

Data presented to the board
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Volunteers Sought For
Litter Cleanup Day

GARWOOD — The 12th Annual
Clean Communities Litter
Cleanup Day will be held in
Garwood, Saturday, October 21,
at 10:30 a.m., rain or shine.
Volunteer Services, neighbor-
hoods, social and school groups
as well as individuals are invited
to work together to reduce the
amount of litter accumulating in
various parts of the borough.

Supervision must be provided
for all children’s groups and all
participants must provide their
own transportation to the mu-
nicipal building, 403 South Av-
enue, to get their supplies and
site assignments.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Garwood Mall Overlay
Zone Introduced by Council
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Zoning Board Okays
Home Improvements

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The zoning board
of adjustment on Monday night
unanimously approved two ap-
plications. Both applicants are
homeowners who will be improv-
ing their homes for safety and
tangible living purposes. Board
members considered approval
factors such as the improve-
ments’ infringement on neigh-
boring properties, the change to
the homes’ aesthetic in compari-
son to the neighborhood, and
the rationale behind the projects.

David and Jamie Gaetano, 409
Orchard Street, were approved to
reconstruct their front-entry stairs
with a covered landing. A variance
was granted to exceed the maxi-
mum allowable projection into the
front-yard setback for stairs.

“I love the neighborhood we
are in. Our front stairs are not up
to code. The stairs are falling
apart. The extension makes the
house more pleasing for safety
reasons,” said Mr. Gaetano.

Mike DiGeronimo, of Clawson
Architects LLC, testified on be-
half of Mr. and Mrs. Gaetano,
describing a picture of the dete-
riorated front steps. Currently,
front steps are allowed a five-
foot intrusion into a front-yard
setback. The applicants sought
to make their steps wider, equat-
ing to a six-foot intrusion, stated
Mr. DiGeronimo.

“I make a motion to approve
this application. The applicant ac-
tively proved he needs to redo his
stairs. It fits in with the neighbor-
hood architecture with respect to
reducing impervious cover,” said
board member Jeffrey Pistol.

Joseph Perri, 175 Mohawk Drive,
was unanimously granted relief
to construct a second-story addi-
tion, new masonry landing and
steps, modification to an existing
front porch with a variance to

allow for a combined side yard
setback of 16 feet, 2 inches. The
zoning requirement requires a 18
foot combined side yard setback.

“We want to build a second floor
to make our house nicer. It will be
linear over our current garage. It
will build up value in our neigh-
borhood. We plan to be here a
long, long time,” Mr. Perri said.

Board member Kevin Illing
questioned Mr. Perri regarding
specifics assuring the second-
story addition would be confined
to the home’s existing footprint.

“Thank you for investing in
Cranford. It’s a great neighbor-
hood. You’re making the second
floor more usable and the devel-
opment is in keeping with the
neighborhood,” board member
Mary Ann Hay said.

Ms. Hay stated that the appli-
cant was conscientious in not
going over the home’s existing
footprint.

Board member Victoria Drake
said the home improvement
would not have a negative im-
pact on Mr. Perri’s neighborhood.

“Do all your research ahead of
time. Go about the project the
correct way. We are very ex-
cited,” said Mr. Perri when asked
by The Westfield Leader what
were some suggestions he has
for homeowners in a similar situ-
ation to the one he was in.

indicates a tremendous amount
of growth through the program
district wide.

Mr. Deacon told the board the
district last year had a 144-per-
cent growth in reading and a
130-percent increase in math-
ematics.

Additionally, “every school was
above 100-percent growth and
they were all above the 25 points
expected for a student for a na-
tional average for the school
year,” he stated.

Nine teachers were acknowl-
edged for their accomplishments
related to this growth in the
Achieve Program. Mr. Deacon told
the board, “it’s really because of
the teachers, because of the in-
struction they provided.”

Superintendent Scott Rubin,
Ed.D. highlighted some of the
humanitarian efforts going on in
the district. He told the board
“we are a very, very caring com-
munity and that caring extends
beyond our school.”

Lincoln School participated in a
clothing drive to support victims
of Hurricane Harvey. Faculty
members and students donated
clothes to help those in need.
The Bloomingdale Avenue School
PTA held a drive to collect school
supplies and monetary gift cards
which will be distributed to the
affected areas.

Additionally, the Cranford Edu-
cation Association (CEA), led by
President Rich Hurley, adopted a
school in Texas that was de-
stroyed by Hurricane Harvey and
raised approximately $4,600
from staff and faculty members.
The money will be donated to the
Ponderosa Elementary School in
Spring, Tex., and will help the
200 students that have been dis-
placed due to fire and flood.

Business Administrator and
Board Secretary Robert Carfagno
reported to the board that there
were five incidences of violence
and vandalism “according to the
state’s definition” reported in the

district during the period of Janu-
ary to June of 2017. Last year
there also were five incidents of
violence and vandalism reported
in a similar six-month period.

In other business, the contract
awarded to Bergen County Spe-
cial Services for audiological ser-
vices for special-education ser-
vices for $126,000 has been
amended to include additional
services in the amount of
$32,100.

The board accepted a Sustain-
able Jersey for Schools Health
and Wellness Grant funded by
the New Jersey Department of
Health in the amount of $4,000
awarded to Orange Avenue
School.

Additionally, the board ac-

cepted a donation from the
Cranford Athletic Turf Field Fund
in the amount of $2,250 for re-
imbursement of a portion of the
cost of turf maintenance at the
Memorial Field and $2,945 for a
wireless headset system for the
Cranford High School Athletic De-
partment.

The board retroactively ap-
proved an agreement with the
Morris-Union Jointure Commis-
sion for student transportation in
the amount of $304,184 for the
2017-2018 school year.

Resignations were accepted
from Patricia Gallagan after 27
years of service and from Marlene
Czapla after 23 years of service.

The next board meeting will be
on Monday, October 9.

between a rock and a hard place.
I would not call it submissive-
ness. I call it being pragmatic,”
Councilman Marc Lazarow said.

On Wednesday, October 4, at 7
p.m., at the Lincoln School, a
town-hall style meeting will be
held on the South Avenue Rede-
velopment (Casale/Petro site).
Panels or sketches will be dis-
played to show redevelopment
design and concepts. The meet-
ing is for the public to ask ques-
tions about the development’s
overview.

The council appointed Michael
Disko as borough engineer for a
three-year term, commencing
October 1, 2017 and running
through December 31, 2018. Mr.
Disko’s annual salary will be
$20,000. He has an office in
Kenilworth and currently is the
engineer for Mountainside.

The Department of Public Works
continued its annual line strip-
ping program for all crosswalks,
stop bars and intersections
throughout borough streets and
parking lots. Trees were trimmed

along Kennedy Plaza. The 500
block of Beech Avenue under-
pass from North to South Avenue
was swept for a block party.

The Wednesday afternoon
STEM (Science, Technology, En-
gineering, and Mathematics) pro-
gramming, Inventive Investiga-
tion, will start October 4 at 3
p.m. The program will take place
at the borough library. Weekly
topics will include: Bugs!, Detec-
tive Science, Earthworks, Kitchen
Chemistry, Mad Machines, Movie
Effects, Science of Toys and Wal-
loping Weather. The class is full,
but there is a wait list, and inter-
ested individuals can reach out
to library staff for future classes.

The museum program for the
Intrepid, Grounds for Sculpture,
the Newark Museum and Liberty
Hall will be in place as soon as the
paperwork is completed. Inter-
ested individuals should contact
the library for more information.
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Celebrations Comm.
Seeks New Volunteers
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Public Celebrations and Events
Committee is seeking new vol-
unteers to join its ranks to ben-
efit the local community.

This fall and holiday season,
the committee will present a
pumpkin carving contest, Hal-
loween house decorating con-
test, a Christmas tree lighting
and a holiday house decorating
contest. Additionally, luminaries
returned to Garwood last year
and will again be for sale this
year.

The Pumpkin Carving Contest
will be held on Saturday, October
28, at 4 p.m. It will take place in
the First Aid Squad parking lot
across from Lincoln School on
Second Avenue.

The Celebrations Committee
also presents the annual Egg Hunt
and Memorial Day remembrance
events and works in conjunction
with local sponsors of Movie Un-
der the Stars.

Any resident of Garwood is wel-
come to join the committee. In-
terested persons may contact
Mayor Charles Lombardo at
CLombardo@garwood.org or
(908) 789-0508. They also may
reach out to the committee di-
rectly by e-mailing
garwoodcelebrations@garwood.org.
The community is invited to fol-
low the group on Facebook at
“Garwood Celebrations” or check
out garwood.org for updates on
events and more.

Photo courtesy of Nancy Noonan, Cranford
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS...Beloved pets are blessed at the Trinity
Episcopal Church of Cranford. A Blessing of the Animals will again take place
at the church this Sunday, October 1, at the 8 and 10 a.m. services. The church
is located at 119 Forest Avenue.

Blessing of Animals to Be
Held Sunday at Trinity

CRANFORD — A Blessing of Ani-
mals ceremony will be held this
Sunday, October 1, during the 8
a.m. and 10 a.m. services at the
Trinity Episcopal Church, located
at 119 Forest Avenue, Cranford.
Inspired by St. Francis of Assisi’s
legendary love for animals, Bless-
ing of the Animals has become
an annual celebration of the love
and companionship between
people and their pets.

“Anatole France’s quote, ‘Until
one has loved an animal, a part
of one’s soul remains
unawakened,’ says it best,” said
the Reverend Andy Kruger,
Trinity’s Priest-in-Charge.

Everyone is invited to bring
their pets to receive a blessing. It
is requested that cats and birds
be kept in carriers and cages and
dogs on leashes. People also can
bring in photographs of pets that

are too ill to attend or are de-
ceased to receive a blessing.
Small children who do not have
pets may bring in stuffed ani-
mals to receive a blessing. Infor-
mation about low-cost spay and
neutering will be available.

Founded in 1872, Trinity is a
faith-based family church that
welcomes all people and strives
to “know Christ and to make him
known through faith, fellowship
and service.” Sunday services,
celebrated by Reverend Kruger,
are at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. For
more information, call (908) 276-
4047 or visit trinitycranford.org/
. Trinity also provides Trinity Epis-
copal Day School (TEDS), a state-
licensed facility serving children
age 2½ through kindergarten.
To learn more about TEDS, call
(908) 276-2881 or visit
tedscranford.org.

Garwood DEM Candidates
To Be At Pointe on Oct. 26

GARWOOD – For the first time
in the six-year history of candi-
date forums at the Pointe, the
condominium complex between
Maple and Chestnut Streets, one
party’s borough council nomi-
nees have declined to attend.

Democratic Borough Council
candidates Russ Graham and
Sara Todisco agreed to appear at
the session, scheduled for 7:30
p.m. on Thursday, October 26.
But the Republicans, Michael E.
Collings and Richard McCormack,
rejected their invitation.

“This is an unfortunate devel-
opment,” said Christine Spear,
the president of the
condominium’s board. “In the
past, the forums have offered
Garwood voters a unique oppor-
tunity to meet all the candidates

and hear all the arguments about
important issues in the borough.

“In the hope that we can con-
tinue that conversation,” she
added, “we will welcome Mr.
Collings and Mr. McCormack if
they choose to join us on October
26, just as we have welcomed
the candidates from both parties
in the past.”

All Garwood voters are invited
to attend the session and may
propose questions to be asked of
the candidates. Questions may
be sent to
PointeForum@gmail.com

Light refreshments will be
served after the formal discus-
sion. Parking is available in the
large lot behind the commercial
buildings on North Avenue be-
tween Maple and Chestnut
Streets. A stairway leads from
the lot to the clubhouse.

National Guard Soldier
Receives New Rank

LATHAM, N.Y. – Major General
Anthony P. German, the Adju-
tant General for the State of New
York, announces the recent pro-
motion of members of the New
York Army National Guard in rec-
ognition of their capability for
additional responsibility and lead-
ership.

Clayton Craig from Cranford,
and assigned to the Headquar-
ters, 106th Regiment (Regional
Training Institute) received a pro-
motion to the rank of Master
Sergeant.

Army National Guard promo-
tions are based on overall per-
formance, attitude, leadership
ability, and development poten-
tial.

These promotions additionally
recognize the best qualified Sol-
diers and attract and retain the
highest caliber Citizen Soldiers
for a career in the New York Army
National Guard.
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Library to Conduct
Used Book Sale

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library in-
vite the community to visit their
used book sale in the Friendly
Book Cellar at the Cranford Pub-
lic Library on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 11, 4 to 8:30 p.m.; Thurs-
day and Friday, October 12 and
13, 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and
Saturday, October 14, 10 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m.

Items for sale include more
than 10,000 adult and children’s
books, as well as CDs, DVDs
and recorded books. Prices will
range from 25 cents to $2, ex-
cept for a few specially-marked
items. Saturday will be Bag Day,
when shoppers can fill a bag
with books for $8.

The library is located at 224
Walnut Avenue, Cranford. The
entrance to the sale is through
the side door, just off the main
parking lot. The sale is wheel-
chair-accessible. Proceeds will
benefit the library.
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Who Are You To Believe, An
Assemblyman Or A Priest?

What took place against the
Roselle residents in the Union
County Freeholder meeting of
September 14, 2017 could only
be called a travesty. In a 7-1 vote
(Freeholder Estrada voting no
and Freeholder Jalloh possibly
being afraid to show up since he
hails from Roselle), the Free-

holders voted to guarantee the
floating of $59 million in bonds
for a Roselle Mind and Body com-
plex (a project of school, library
recreation complex).

Prior to the vote, over the last
four Freeholder meetings, hun-
dreds of Roselle residents im-
plored the Freeholders not to

Local Letters to the Editor
Cranford Hist. Soc. Thanks All

For Support of 90th Anniversary
On behalf of myself and the

Cranford Historical Society’s
Board of Trustees, we would like
to thank those of the community
and our members who came out
to help us celebrate the Cranford
Historical Society’s 90th anni-
versary in preserving and per-
petuating the history of this great
town for now and future genera-
tions.

Our heartfelt thank you to our
sponsor PSE&G. For more than
110 years, PSE&G’s firm com-
mitment to New Jersey and the
communities it serves has been
unwavering – both by the com-
pany and its employees. With
more than 13,000 employees
active in their communities and
ambassadors for the company,
PSE&G not only is an energy
leader, but a deeply engaged
corporate citizen involved, on
many levels, in strengthening the
communities it serves. By en-
gaging employees, the company
takes on an active leadership
role not only with regard to their
business goals, but also on envi-
ronmental issues and commu-
nity engagement. The company’s
experience demonstrates that it
is possible to power the economy,
provide good jobs for people,
and protect the environment at

the same time. A special thank
you to Eileen Leahey, director,
External Affairs of PSE&G, for
making this sponsorship possible.

Our special thank you to Dreyer
Farms for the use of their historic
farm, especially to John and
Martha Dreyer, Jessica Dreyer,
Dawn, Christine and Justine for
their presence in helping us dur-
ing the event, and Tomasello
Winery for the wine tasting and
donation. Thank you to our con-
tributors and volunteers and to
my co-chair, Addie Vogel, and
committee, Martha Dreyer,
Cassie Roty and Shirley Gazsi. I
could not have done it without
everyone involved in this event.

Our event was a huge success
and I am honored to be the presi-
dent of this fantastic educational,
non-profit organization.

Anyone interested in becoming
a member can obtain a member-
ship form at the Cranford Li-
brary, Hanson House and on our
w e b s i t e ,
www.cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.
Any questions, please call our
office at (908) 276-0082 or e-
mail us at
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.

Margaret Gerlach
President

vote yes. Their town would foot
this costly project’s bill, in es-
sence doubling the town’s debt
over the state imposed debt
cap. The mayor of Roselle stated
their taxes right now are nor-
mally $12,000-13,000. Others
said out of 9,000 homes there
are 1,500 homes in foreclosure,
500 abandoned, many under-
water in mortgages. This project
would increase the taxes by
$500/annually along with the
usual municipal, BOE and county
tax hikes.

And what we heard from a few
of the Freeholders was just talk-
ing point how this huge boon-
doggle with its $59 million cost
will save the residents “millions
of dollars.” This is the same
subterfuge that merchandisers
do to hoodwink consumers into
buying a product. Just say it’s
on sale. But to save money you
have to spend big money,
whether they need the product
or not. Roselle residents said
they do not need it, suggesting
to have a referendum on the
boondoggle or even suggestions
to downsize the project and cost
dramatically. The Freeholders
are simply the hoodwinked
ones. Some residents pointed
out that the agents of the project
had donated tens of thousands
of dollars to the Freeholders’
campaigns so maybe it’s not
just hoodwinked, but where al-
legiances suddenly lie. Some
residents wished the Freehold-
ers would be led out in hand-
cuffs.

As a Democrat, I am embar-
rassed that the Union County
Freeholders who are all consid-
ered Democrats would put self-
interests, pay to play and
cronyism first before the finan-
cially beleaguered county resi-
dent of Roselle. But for those
who have watched our county
government over the years,
they have had multiple failures
of projects and programs cost-
ing the taxpayers tens of mil-
lions of wasted and abused dol-
lars, but their politically con-

nected ones and their contribu-
tors always come away with big
paydays.

At least I came away from that
horrible meeting with one tidbit
of levity. Assemblyman Holley
at the microphone accused the
opposition opponent, (with ini-
tials of AS), of being a trustee of
St. Joseph church in Roselle,
and then stating the church
would lose $1 million in rent if
this project goes through. A
person, (with initials of BB),
stood up right after Holley and
read a letter written by the head
priest of St. Joe’s stating that
AS is not a trustee and that St.
Joe’s only receives $550,000 in
rent. BB closed with, “who are
you to believe, an assembly-
man or a priest?” Being that
assemblyman Holley was in-
volved in a scheme with 54 al-
legedly fraudulent voter ballots
that ended up being tossed out
by a judge, the readers can
certainly surmise the answer.

The beleaguered taxpayers of
Roselle will be imposed upon
with a huge tax increase, and
more homes will be foreclosed
and more houses will be aban-
doned. I call on the Democrats
to denounce this horrid finan-
cial scheme of the county Free-
holders.

It has come to tyranny at the
top and we must stand together
to stop this travesty. I feel so
disappointed at my false county
government.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Sensory Library Open
To Kids With Autism
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Public Library will host its first-
ever Sensory Library Time from
6 to 8 p.m. on Friday, November
10. This after-hours program was
created for children with autism
and their families.

Families will enjoy browsing the
collection in a space that mini-
mizes unnecessary stimulation
while connecting with each other.
Towards the end of this activity,
two sessions of a small group
program will take place.

Jammin’ Jenn, a certified music
therapist with years of experi-
ence working with children with
autism, will lead a musical pro-
gram from 6:30 to 7 p.m. and
another from 7 to 7:30 p.m.
Tickets for small group programs
will be given out on a first-come,
first-served basis beginning at 6
p.m. on the day of the program.

Sensory Library Time will be
held monthly. Registration is not
required. This free program is
sponsored by a grant from the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders. For a list of other
upcoming programs, visit
cranfordlibrary.org.

Burd  Enrolls in
Belmont University

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Jordan
Burd, a Cranford native, enrolled
at Belmont University this se-
mester as part of the University's
largest class yet. The school
kicked off the year with a record-
breaking enrollment for the 17th
consecutive year with a total of
8,080 students, nearly triple the
enrollment in 2000. As part of its
Vision 2020 strategic plan,
Belmont aims to hit 8,888 stu-
dents by the Fall 2020 semester,
providing more students than
ever the opportunity to embrace
the Belmont mission to "engage
and transform the world."

Probitas Verus Honos
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CRANFORD
Tuesday, September 19, Rich-

ard A. Harrington, 60, of Eliza-
beth was arrested for multiple
criminal offenses following an
incident at the Cranford Train
Station. Police witnessed
Harrington utilizing bolt cutters
while attempting to steal a locked
bicycle. As detectives approached
Harrington, he failed to comply
with their commands, and began
to resist arrest. Eventually
Harrington was taken into cus-
tody. Over the past several weeks
the Cranford Police Department
began receiving numerous re-
ports of bicycle thefts from the
Cranford Train Station. In re-
sponse, members of the Cranford
Police Department Investigative
Division conducted daily under-
cover surveillance operations.
Harrington was charged with
criminal attempt to commit theft,
possession of burglary tools and
resisting arrest, and subse-
quently was released from cus-
tody pending an October appear-
ance in Union County Superior
Court.

Wednesday, September 20,
Julio Guerrero, 42, of Elizabeth
was arrested and charged with
possession of a hypodermic sy-
ringe after a 1998 Nissan was
stopped at the intersection of the
Garden State Parkway 137
Southbound Ramp and East North
Avenue for a seatbelt violation.
Following an investigation at the
scene, police located a hypoder-
mic syringe on the driver,
Guerrero. He was arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a
Municipal Court appearance. Ad-
ditionally, Guerrero was issued
motor vehicle summonses for
failing to wear a seatbelt, failure
to inspect and driving with a
suspended license.

Thursday, September 21, Jus-
tin Shelton, 23, of Trenton was
arrested on charges of posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of

suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia subse-
quent to a 1996 Dodge being
stopped at the intersection of
East Lincoln and Walnut Avenues
for a seatbelt violation. Follow-
ing an investigation at the scene,
police located marijuana inside
the vehicle. Shelton was arrested,
processed and released pending
a Municipal Court appearance.
He was issued a motor vehicle
summons for possessing a con-
trolled dangerous substance
(CDS) in a motor vehicle. A pas-
senger was issued a motor ve-
hicle summons for failure to wear
a seatbelt.

Thursday, September 21,
Catherine O’Keefe, 46, of Brick
was arrested on charges of pos-
session of prescription legend
narcotics (hydrocodone and
oxycodone) and possession of
paraphernalia after a 1994
Oldsmobile was stopped at the
intersection of the Garden State
Parkway 137 Southbound ramp
and East North Avenue for an
equipment violation. Following
an investigation at the scene,
police located oxycodone and
hydrocodone inside the vehicle.
O’Keefe was arrested, processed
and released pending a Superior
Court appearance.

Friday, September 22, Jeanine
Mastriana, 33, and Kimberly
Dudash, 42, both of Winfield Park,
were arrested on charges of pos-
session of CDS (cocaine and
heroin) and possession of para-
phernalia after a 1996 Mitsubishi
was stopped at the intersection
of Centennial Avenue and Raritan
Road for an equipment violation.
Following an investigation at the
scene, police located heroin and
cocaine inside the vehicle. The
driver, Mastriana, and passen-
ger, Dudash, were both arrested,
processed and released pending
a Superior Court appearance.
Mastriana was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for possessing
a CDS in a motor vehicle and
operating an unsafe motor ve-
hicle.

Saturday, September 23,
Patrick Browne, 52, of Westfield

was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI)
after a 1999 Dodge was stopped
at the intersection of South Union
and West South Avenues for a
signal violation. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene, police
determined that the driver,
Browne, was DWI. He was ar-
rested, processed and released
to a family member pending a
Municipal Court appearance.
Browne also was issued motor
vehicle summonses for DWI, fail-
ure to maintain lamps, failure to
wear a seatbelt, failure to signal
and failure to obey a traffic sig-
nal.

Saturday, September 23,
Lawrence Zambito, 36, of
Kenilworth was arrested and
charged with disorderly conduct.
While on routine patrol, police
were flagged down by patrons of
a local business reporting a po-
tentially intoxicated individual at-
tempting to operate a motor ve-
hicle. Following an investigation
at the scene, police contacted
the individual, identified as
Zambito. According to police,
Zambito was causing a distur-
bance by shouting obscenities in
the parking lot of the establish-
ment. After asking Zambito sev-
eral times to cease his behavior,
police placed him under arrest
for disorderly conduct. He was
transported to Cranford police
headquarters for processing and
was released pending a Munici-
pal Court appearance.

Saturday, September 23, Chris-
tian Spiecker, 21, of South Amboy
was arrested on charges of pos-
session of marijuana (THC Oil)
and possession of paraphernalia
after a 2003 Toyota was stopped
at the intersection of Orchard
Street and Hampton Road for a
seatbelt violation. Following an
investigation at the scene, police
located THC Oil inside the ve-
hicle. Spiecker was arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a
Municipal Court appearance. He
also was issued a motor vehicle
summons for failing to wear a
seatbelt.

Sunday, September 24, Calvin

Miller, 40, of Linden was arrested
on charges of possession of a
CDS (methamphetamine) and
possession of paraphernalia af-
ter a 2005 Nissan was stopped at
the intersection of Raritan Road
and Moen Street for a seatbelt
violation. Following an investi-
gation at the scene, police lo-
cated methamphetamine inside
the vehicle. Miller was arrested,
processed and released pending
a Superior Court appearance. He
also was issued motor vehicle
summonses for failure to wear a
seatbelt and possessing a CDS
inside a motor vehicle.

GARWOOD
Friday, September 15, Andrew

Resetar, 19, of Garwood and
Alexander Reddy, 19, of
Allenhurst were arrested on
charges of trespassing and un-
derage consumption of alcohol
after police responded to a com-
plaint of trespassers on the roof
of 31 North Avenue, which is an
industrial property not open for
business at that time. Upon ar-
rival police checked the roof and
observed Resetar standing near
the fire escape. While on the fire
escape, police observed a sec-
ond individual attempting to flee
from the rear of the property.
Police were able to catch up to
the second individual, identified
as Reddy. Both men had a strong
odor of alcohol on their breath
and two bottles of whiskey were

recovered from the roof. Both
were transported to police head-
quarters and issued complaints
for underage consumption of al-
cohol and trespassing. They were
released pending court.

Sunday, September 24, Alan
D. Steele, Jr., 20, of Garwood
was arrested after police re-
sponded to a complaint of a white
male yelling and causing a dis-
turbance in the street at Cedar
Street and Second Avenue. On
scene officers observed a man
yelling and crying loudly as he
walked down the roadway. Offic-
ers further observed the man,
identified as Steele, a resident of
Garwood, staggering and appear-
ing intoxicated. While speaking
to the officers Steele admitted to
being intoxicated and was upset
that he had been in a fight earlier
in the evening with a presently
unknown individual. Steele was
arrested on charges of underage
consumption of alcohol and trans-
ported to police headquarters.
While he was being placed under
arrest Steele was searched and
was found to have a small plastic
bag containing less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana. Steele
was processed and served com-
plaints for underage consump-
tion of alcohol and possession of
CDS (controlled dangerous sub-
stance) under 50 grams. He was
released pending his Municipal
Court appearance.

CRANFORD — The new NAMI
(National Alliance on Mental Ill-
ness)-Union County Family Sup-
port Group will meet on Tues-
day, October 17. Meetings are
held on the third Tuesday of the
month at 7:30 p.m. at the First
Presbyterian Church, located at
11 Springfield Avenue, Cranford.

Attendees can park on the
street or in the Gray Funeral
Home lot across the street from
the church, if Gray’s lights are
off, which means no services.
Follow the NAMI sign posted on

the church’s side entrance on
Springfield Avenue.

The NAMI Family Support
Group is a peer-led support
group for families, caregivers
and loved ones of individuals
with mental illness. Participants
will have an opportunity to gain
insight from those sharing their
challenges and successes under
similar circumstances. For more
information about this program,
e - m a i l
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com
or call (908) 233-1628.

NAMI Offers Family Support Group
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HAUNTINGLY FUN...Livingston Avenue School PTA in Cranford will be
holding our Family-Friendly Haunted House on Friday, October 20 and Satur-
day, October 21.  The entire school will be transformed into "The Hotel
Cransylvania".  This event will support the PTA which works directly with
Livingston Avenue School to provide everything that students need to be
successful. The family-fun will take place from 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. The cost
is $3 per person. Livingston Avenue School is located at 75 Livingston Avenue,
Cranford. For more information email livingstonhauntedhouse@yahoo.com

Facility Management
Program Offered at UCC

CRANFORD – Union County Col-
lege will be offering IFMA’s Facility
Management Professional (FMP®)
Credential Program beginning Fri-
day, October 13.  For those who
are early to mid-career facility
management practitioner, cur-
rently transitioning into the pro-
fession, or are a practitioner in a
related industry such as an archi-
tect, designer or safety engineer,
this program will help improve
knowledge, enhance skills, and
gain immediate credibility with em-
ployers, clients, and peers.

The topics covered in this 60-
hour course include Operations
and Maintenance, Project Man-
agement, Finance and Business,
and Leadership and Strategy. The
course will be offered on Friday
and Saturday, October 13 and
14, October 27 and 28, Novem-
ber 10 and 11, and December 1
and 2 from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

on the College’s Elizabeth Cam-
pus. The cost of the program is
$2,395 which includes all course
materials and online assess-
ments. To earn the FMP® cre-
dential, students must pass each
of the four FMP® final assess-
ments with a score of 75 percent
or higher. Each student must
also submit an FMP application
and pay an application fee (infor-
mation at www.ifma.org) to IFMA
to validate your credential.

For more information on this
credential, please view the Con-
tinuing Education brochure online
at www.ucc.edu/continuing-edu-
cation/current-catalog. To enroll
online through Instant Enrollment,
go to www.ucc.edu/
instantenrollment. One can also
enroll by calling the Office of Con-
tinuing Education at (908) 709-
7600 option three or by visiting
the office on the Cranford campus.

WILD CAST...The cast of The Wild Party at CDC Theatre in Cranford, pictured
from left to right, Nicole Boscanno as Kate, Shane Long as Burrs, Colleen Renee
as Queenie and Phil Solomon as Black. The show opens Friday, October 13.

CRANFORD – In Andrew Lippa’s
The Wild Party, decadence and
excess roar across the stage in
this steamy prohibition tale based
on Joseph Moncure March’s 1928
narrative poem of the same
name. This darkly brilliant show,
featuring one of the most excit-
ing, pulse-racing scores ever
written, will open the 2017-2018
season at CDC Theatre in
Cranford. This marks the 99th
season at New Jersey’s oldest
continuously producing commu-
nity theatre.

“The musical is like a Jazz Age
take on Shakespeare’s A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream; a potent
cocktail of an all-night party in
late 1920s Manhattan,” says di-
rector Sean Lough. Adapted from
a book-length poem written in
and about the Roaring Twenties,
The Wild Party tells the story of
one wild evening in the Manhat-
tan apartment shared by Queenie
and Burrs, a vaudeville dancer
and a vaudeville clown. In a rela-
tionship marked by vicious be-
havior and recklessness, mirror-
ing the times in which they live,
they decide to throw a party to
end all parties. As the guests
arrive, audience members meet
an assortment of people living on
the edge. Queenie and Burrs set
out to make each other jealous,
but Queenie begins to fall in love
with her conquest named Mr.
Black. After a long night of deca-
dence, Burrs’ jealousy erupts and
he comes to a violent end at Mr.
Black’s hand. In the stark light of
a new day, Queenie moves out
into a brighter world, although not
necessarily a brighter future, leav-
ing the passed-out revelers in her
wake. An award-winning score by
Andrew Lippa provides excitement
and drive for this tale of passions
out of control. Capturing the sound
of a bygone era with a nod to the
present one, he makes us realize

that moral decadence is not only
limited to our past.

“We were blown away by the
local talent at auditions,” Mr.
Lough continued,  “this piece has
a white-hot jazz score played to
perfection by Jack Bender’s
smoking-hot eight-piece band —
and every role needs a real triple
threat: someone who can sing
like Idina, dance like Chita and
act like Streep. We have amaz-
ing local talent from Cranford,
Westfield, Fanwood, as well as
New Brunswick and Queens. If

you love film noir or suspense
thrillers, Wild Party is the perfect
musicalization of the dark themes
that make those genres so emo-
tional. And yet it’s as fun and
fearless as anything being writ-
ten for the theater today.”

The production will run from
Friday, October 13 through Sat-
urday, October 28 at the theatre’s
78 Winans Avenue home. Addi-
tional information about the show
and how to get tickets can be
found by visiting
www.cdctheatre.org.

1920s Whodunnit The Wild Party Opens
Season At CDC Theatre in Cranford


