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Extraordinary Professionals. 

Lance Faces Vocal Voters At
Raucous Town Hall Meeting

Andrew Skibitsky to Seek Another
Term as Westfield’s Mayor

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

BRANCHBURG — Facing nearly
a thousand boisterous and vocal con-
stituents at Raritan Valley Commu-
nity College last Wednesday, Sev-
enth District Congressman Leonard
Lance became the latest Republican
lawmaker to encounter angry ques-
tions and protests about Trump Ad-
ministration policies on health care,
the environment, abortion rights, im-
migration and border security and
financial regulation as well as the
president’s personal behavior and why
Congress isn’t pressing for further

investigations into President Trump’s
possible ties to Russia.

While several hundred protested
outside the venue, the tone for the 90-
minute town hall meeting — the first
of two sessions set for last week —
was set at the outset when, at the end
of the pledge to the flag, many in the
audience began to chant the pledge’s
last words, “And justice for all!” as
supportive applause filled the audito-
rium.

Mr. Lance was repeatedly inter-
rupted by boos, derisive catcalls and
exhortations to do more to oppose
President Trump’s proposals and his

rhetoric. A question about health care
issues led Mr. Lance to tick off a list
of provisions in the 2010 Affordable
Care Act, better known as Obamacare,
he favors retaining in any replace-
ment legislation, such as guarantee-
ing coverage to people with pre-ex-
isting conditions, ensuring young
adults could remain on their parents’
policies until age 26 and prohibiting
insurers from establishing lifetime
limits of benefits. Many in the audi-
ence then shouted, “That’s
Obamacare!”

Mr. Lance replied to a question
about defunding Planned Parenthood
with a proposal that the health-ser-
vices group spin off its abortion ser-
vices into a separate entity to avoid
federal funding cuts — which led to
loud groans and boos from the audi-
ence. Later in the evening, Liz
Mulholland of Westfield stood to
defend the organization, saying that
cuts to its funding “hurts many
people,” especially teenagers and
those living in poverty. The audience
burst into loud applause when she
told Mr. Lance, “That is just wrong.”

National Republican politicians
were not winning any popularity con-
tests last week, with the audience
loudly booing and jeering at men-
tions of President Trump, Vice-Presi-
dent Mike Pence, House Speaker Paul
Ryan and education secretary Betsy
DeVos. The only Republicans who
escaped the audience’s verbal wrath
were Senators John McCain and
Lindsey Graham, who Mr. Lance
complimented for challenging the
President and some in his circle on
possible ties to Russia.

There were a number of questions
about those connections, with the
audience shouting repeatedly for
Congress to fully investigate the mat-
ter via a special committee. Mr. Lance

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky announced Tuesday that he
will seek a fourth term as mayor of
Westfield.

Mr. Skibitsky has served as mayor
since June of 2005 when he was ap-

pointed to replace then Mayor Greg
McDermott, who had moved out of
town. Mayor Skibitsky, who previ-
ously served as a councilman repre-
senting the third ward, was elected to
a full term in November of 2005 and
reelected in 2009 and 2013. He is
currently the longest serving mayor
of Westfield.

“Debbie, the family and I spent a
fair amount of time discussing it
(whether to seek reelection), and we
quickly realized that I still have the
energy and, probably more impor-
tant, the experience and also the com-
munity building capacity, which I
think is pretty important in this toxic
political time,” said Mayor Skibitsky
during an interview at The Westfield
Leader offices.

He said he believes he has “reputa-
tion of being very approachable and
community oriented, and (who) lis-
tens to all sides of the arguments.”

“We have to be able to listen to
other people’s opinions without shout-
ing them down or without ridiculing
them. We may disagree, but we have
to do it neighborly,” he said.

The Mayor noted his and the
council’s efforts to remove some of

the restrictions imposed on operators
of conditional liquor licenses in town
that led to expansion of Ferraro’s
Restaurant and the opening of Addams
Tavern in the downtown. He said
downtown restaurants have reported
an uptick in business, especially since
Addams opened as the tavern has
brought more foot traffic to the down-
town.

In addition, he said the 130 new
apartment units being built in the
downtown “are going to bring a lot of
vitality to the downtown.”

“I wanted to see the completion of
implementing the Mayor’s Downtown
Task Force,” he said. “Once that final
report comes and the council agrees
to the next steps, I want to make sure
they get implemented as soon as pos-
sible and I have the experience to do
that.”

He also wants to continue to see
Westfield “maintain our financial
strength as a town.”

“I had the experience of going
through a very difficult economic cri-
sis here in Westfield, the worst de-
pression since the Great Depression
and we weathered that well,” the
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
IN REMEMBRANCE...The Westfield Fire Department offered a solemn tribute
to one of its own, Michael Lanza, outside the North Avenue firehouse prior to his
Mass of Christian Burial on Monday at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church.
Firefighter Lanza, a married father of two and a member of the department since
2003, passed away February 22.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
READY TO RUN...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky announces his re-election
bid for an unprecedented fourth term as Mayor of Westfield. He is greeted at The
Westfield Leader offices by Assignment Editor Paul Peyton, left, on Tuesday.

DERBY TIME...Westfield's Jefferson Elementary School Cub Scouts pack and Tamaques Elementary School Cub Scouts
pack held their annual Pinewood Derby together at the Jefferson School gym on Saturday. Bear-ranked Scout John Heller's
car placed first among the Jefferson racers and Wolf-ranked Scout Joseph Kiley's car placed first among the Tamaques
racers. This year's derby was organized by leaders Michael Carvalho and Eric Heller from Jefferson and Dali Gao from
Tamaques. Boy Scout Troop 273 assisted with impounding and racing. More than 200 people attended the biggest event for
the Scouts.

NIXONS LAUDED...James and Melba Nixon, seated, were feted Saturday with
an evening jazz concert and dinner at the Westfield Community Center, honoring
them for their 50 years of service as community volunteers in Westfield. The event
also celebrated Black History Month. Standing are celebrants Velvet Rodgers,
Elizabeth Wolf, Grace Badmus, Isaiah Nixon, Debbie Skibitsky, Timothy Burke,
Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Chris Beck, Michael Nixon and Donnell Carr.

Photo courtesy of Timothy Burke

Westfield Saying Goodbye
To Two Music Directors
By SARAH MCGRAIL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Two music teach-
ers will take their final bow at the end
of this school year and signal the end
of an era in Westfield music.

Linda King, Ed.D, and Jean
Brezinski have been familiar faces to
children for three decades as they
helped the district to numerous musi-
cal achievements, the Board of Edu-
cation was told at its meeting Tues-
day night.

Ms. King started out as a music
teacher at Westfield High School,
where she was responsible for all the
bands including the marching band
and was also the girls’ basketball
coach. In 1997, she became the
district’s supervisor of fine arts in
1997.

Ms. Brezinski, manager of the All
City Band, began her career in
Westfield as a choral music teacher at
Edison Intermediate School and went
on to work as a band director at both
middle schools and an instrumental
music teacher at four elementary
schools.

Ms. King will be retiring after 30

years in the district and Ms. Brezinski
after 31 years.

Edison will also lose some very
familiar faces as Terri Squillace and
Barbara Leparulo, the team who have
taught science together there for 27
years, will be retiring at the end of this
school year.

At their retirement, Ms. Leparulo
will have worked in the district for 36
years and Ms. Squillace 27 years.

Also retiring from the district this
year will be David Davis, who has
taught French and TV production at
Westfield High School for 26 years;
Joanne Ply, Franklin Elementary
School’s basic skills reading special-
ist for 17 years; Domenico DiDario,
who has worked as a custodian for 13
years; and David Tiffenbach, a para-
professional at Franklin School for
five years.

The Board of Education also heard
of plans to include $1.6 million in
next year’s school budget to continue
the ongoing investment in technol-
ogy.

District Business Administrator
Dana Sullivan said the money would

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Garwood Council Approves
Police Dept. Ordinance

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At the Tuesday
night meeting of the Garwood Coun-
cil, an ordinance establishing pro-
motion procedures for the rank of
police chief was adopted, and an
ordinance to increase the licenses
and fees for the sale and consump-
tion of alcohol also was adopted.

The borough’s procedure for hir-
ing a new police chief came under
scrutiny following the announce-
ment that Police Chief Bruce
Underhill will retire in March. Ac-
cording to the ordinance, the mayor
and council determined “that it
would be in the best interest of the
citizens of the borough of Garwood
to establish a promotion practice
based upon merit for the position of
police chief when there is a va-
cancy.” The amended ordinance also
states that the borough desires to
have a “promotional practice for
the position of police chief based
upon merit, experience, education,
demonstrated ability, interview and
record review within the Garwood
Police Department in the interest of
better serving the residents of the
Borough of Garwood.”

The new ordinance states that all
candidates for the position of
Garwood police chief will have been
previously serving the borough in
the title of lieutenant or higher for a
minimum of three years. Potential
candidates also will have to submit
to a “promotional testing procedure”
that will consist of an oral interview
and a record review. All interviews
will be conducted by the mayor and
council and all candidates will be
given identical questions.

“We worked diligently and effi-
ciently to get the ordinance writ-
ten,” Council President Sara

Todisco said.
“Better late than never,” Council-

man Joe Sarno said.
During the public comment por-

tion of the meeting, former council-
man Jim Mathieu addressed the gov-
erning body regarding the ordi-
nance. He commended Councilman
Sarno for stepping down from the
police search committee, stating,
“One man had the courage to stand
up and say ‘this is wrong.’” Mr.
Mathieu questioned the mayor and
council on the ordinance and who
was in support of it.

Mayor Charles Lombardo stated
he had some issues with the ordi-
nance but did not give specifics.

“The people involved in the pro-
cess are qualified,” Council Presi-
dent Todisco stated. “The six people
up here are elected by the Borough
of Garwood.”

At the February 14 meeting of the
mayor and council, it was announced
that the Administrative Review
Committee had met to discuss the
promotional matters for chief of
police. Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro stated that the committee
met with labor counsel and drafted
an ordinance that would create a
“process based on scores, interviews
and other related issues.”

“It is our responsibility to select
the best candidate for the borough
and the council needs to have the
tools to make that selection,” stated
Councilwoman Cuccaro at the Feb-
ruary 14 meeting. “This ordinance
simply provides those tools.”

Interviews for the position of po-
lice chief will begin on Tuesday,
March 7, during a closed session
meeting of the mayor and council.

The council also voted to approve
the increase of licenses and fees for

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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said he favored letting the House and
Senate intelligence committees first
look into the questions — a response
that drew a chorus of boos — but
then added that if the present bipar-
tisan nature of the investigations
breaks down, then he might favor
the formation of a select commit-
tee. His remark that he wanted to
“do what’s in the national interest”
was met with more catcalls.

Mr. Lance did break with Presi-
dent Trump’s favorable views of
Russian President Vladimir Putin
when he said that, “I am very suspi-
cious of the Russian government,”
a remark that led some in the audi-
ence to shout back, “Your president
isn’t!” To a rare round of applause,
the five-term congressman said that
Russia “is not a friend of the United
States” and that Mr. Putin is “a bad
actor on the world stage.” When an
audience member yelled to Mr.
Lance to “put country before party,”
many in the audience stood and ap-
plauded loudly.

He said that he favored continued
economic and other sanctions im-
posed on Russia for its military in-
cursion into Ukraine and for its sus-
pected interference in the 2016
presidential race. “There is no moral
equivalency between the United
States and Russian governments,”
he stated, adding that sanctions
should perhaps be strengthened.
Several times during his remarks,
the congressman praised the ap-
pointments of James Mattis as sec-
retary of defense and H. R.
McMaster as national security ad-
visor.

Mr. Lance was also pressed to
push for the release of President
Trump’s income tax returns, which
he said he did favor, but he added
that he did not back a proposal by
Rep. Bill Pascrell (D-9th) to invoke
an obscure 1924 law to instruct the
President to hand over his tax
records to the House Ways and
Means Committee for review. When
Mr. Lance said he didn’t think Con-
gress should be investigating the
returns of “private individuals,” the
audience responded with shouts of,
“He’s the president!”

Mr. Lance was also criticized by
audience members who called him a
“hypocrite” for supporting the con-
troversial Keystone XL and Dakota
Access oil pipelines in the Midwest,
but opposing a pipeline that is pro-
posed to run from Pennsylvania
through Hunterdon County. His criti-
cism of the Paris climate change agree-
ment, which he said allows China to
skirt its full environmental responsi-
bilities, led the audience to boo him
loudly, with one woman yelling, “We
still need to do our part!”

The congressman — whose dis-
trict includes Hunterdon County and
parts of Essex, Morris, Warren,
Somerset and Union Counties, in-
cluding Westfield, Cranford,

Garwood, Mountainside and a small
part of Scotch Plains — did state his
support for tax credits for wind,
solar and other clean-energy
projects while saying that the coun-
try had to “move away from coal
mining.”

Mr. Lance was critical of the 2010
Dodd-Frank financial regulation law
enacted in the wake of the 2008
financial crash, saying that it risked
big banks continuing to be seen as
“too big to fail” and, thus, risking
another massive bailout similar to
the 2008-2009 government bailouts.
He also said that community banks,
“which had nothing to do with the
financial meltdown,” were overbur-
dened by government regulations.
Mr. Lance didn’t respond directly
when asked if he favored the con-
tinued existence of the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau, an
agency that some in Congress have
long targeted for elimination, say-
ing that “we need oversight,” but
that he wasn’t sure “how many enti-
ties we need” to do that.

When questioned by a voter ask-
ing about President Trump’s
“dopey” border wall, Mr. Lance said
he opposed such a structure along
the entire southern border and
thought the potential $20-billion
price tag was “far too much.” He
also said the President’s immigra-
tion executive order last month had
been “rushed and poorly imple-
mented,” noting that he had been
the first Republican politician in
New Jersey to publicly criticize it.
When he said he favored letting in
refugees “as long as they are fully
vetted,” many in the audience re-
sponded by shouting, “They are!”

The session wrapped up with a
woman asking why Republicans
haven’t “pushed back” on what she
said were President Trump’s “delu-
sional statements” denigrating the
country, the intelligence agencies
and the media. Mr. Lance replied by
saying that favored a “free and un-
fettered press” and “intelligence
agencies working to the best of their
abilities,” remarks that were met
with shouts of, “Criticize him for
once!” Mr. Lance began to say that,
“When the President misstates,” but
was interrupted by a chorus of cat-
calls followed by shouts that the
correct word instead of “misstates”
was “lies.”

When the querying voter then fol-
lowed up by saying that Republi-
cans “need to push back when
[Trump] is not honest,” repeated
chants of “Push back!” filled the
auditorium. “I always try to seek
the truth,” said Mr. Lance — who
was re-elected last November with
54 percent of the vote while Demo-
cratic presidential candidate Hillary
Clinton won District Seven with 49
percent — but the audience then
retorted with shouts of, “Then why
haven’t you?!”
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Lance Town Hall

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
POSING A QUESTION...A voter asks a question of Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th)
at a raucous town hall last Wednesday night at Raritan Valley Community College
in Branchburg.

Dominic Lagano for The Westfield Leader
NO CHANGES TO DWC BOARD...The Downtown Westfield Corporation
Board of  Directors held its annual reorganization meeting on Tuesday night. The
same officers as 2016 were reelected for 2017. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Alan De Rose, vice-chairman; Dominick Verdic, chairman; Steve Silverman,
treasurer, and Lisa Bertone, secretary.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
LAUGHING IT UP…Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli, right, enjoys a good
laugh with long-time Borough Attorney John Post at last week’s Union County
Republican Committee Lincoln Day Dinner and Awards Ceremony at the Cranford
Social Club.

Cranford to Begin Environ.
Investigation of Birchwood

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
has entered into an agreement after
passing a resolution Tuesday with
Excel Environment Resources, Inc.
of North Brunswick to provide Li-
censed Site Remediation Profes-
sional Services (LSRPS) in con-
nection with the Birchwood Avenue
property the township purchased.
The contract is not to exceed
$34,330. This contract would be to
perform a site investigation at 215-
235 Birchwood Avenue as part of
the due diligence period of the con-
tract of sale, Commissioner Andis
Kalnins told The Westfield Leader.
The investigation could begin within
the next couple of weeks, with lab
work results in a few weeks after the
tests, he said.

The township on December 28,
2016 announced it was to engage in
a contract to buy the Birchwood
Avenue property from S. Hekemian
Group for $18 million. The S.
Hekemian Group of Paramus, aka
Cranford Development Associates
(CDA), bought the Birchwood Av-
enue property in October 2008 for
$8 million, and in 2011 won a
builder’s remedy lawsuit against the
township and the subsequent ap-
peals filed by the township.

The township passed a resolution
in December to apply for the Haz-
ardous Discharge Site Remediation
Fund to recoup costs associated with
the study.

The committee also passed an
anti-bias resolution. “Cranford
Township is a community that cel-
ebrates a rich and vibrant culture
wherein all residents should feel
supported and accepted by their
neighbors and the community as a
whole regardless of their race,
ethnicity, religion, sexual orienta-
tion, or gender expression,” the reso-
lution begins. Later it states, “the
township committee...condemns all
hateful speech and violent action,
and finds such conduct especially
pernicious when it is motivated by
racial, ethnic, religious, sexual ori-
entation, or gender expression.” It
also “supports and encourages” pub-
lic and private sectors to accom-
plish the goals and policies set forth
in the resolution.

The board of education has told
the committee that it is looking to
apply for state funding to add pro-
grams in the schools that would
educate students on these topics.
This comes in response to a recent
basketball game in Dover where
hateful words were said, shaming
kids on their ethnicity and making
comments such as “build a wall.”

Recycling pickup is being changed
in order to have the entire township’s
recycling picked up on one date,
Commissioner Mary O’Connor an-

nounced. Therefore, this Tuesday the
south side will have its recycling
picked up instead of a week from
Tuesday. The entire schedule is
posted in the Cranford News edition
that was mailed this week.

The signs that are placed on North
Avenue stating “Cranford, Where
Happy People Live” were erected
by the Municipal Alliance without
consent of the township committee.
The signs are to be removed, Mayor
Thomas Hannen, Jr. said. In past
years, the signs read “In Our Town
21 Means 21.”

Mayor Hannen, Commissioner
O’Connor, former mayor Dan
Aschenbach and other representa-
tives of the Mayors Council Rahway
River Watershed Flood Control met
with Senators Leonard Lance,
Donald Payne, Jr.  and Bob
Menendez last Wednesday to urge
the continued support of mitigation
of the Rahway River. They also met
with the Army Corps of Engineers
and the Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (DEP). The commit-
tee is urging them to include the
project in the Chief’s Report this
year and to expedite the project.

They also asked the New Jersey
DEP to pre-fund investigative work
of the Orange Reservoir necessary
for the project as a means to
“jumpstart” the work, Mayor
Hannen said.

Today, Cranford representatives
are to meet with the Army Corps in
New York City to discuss questions
residents had submitted to the Army
Corps.

In other business, the committee
is to introduce a budget as early as
March 14, Commissioner Kalnins
said. The committee has been hear-
ing budget presentations from town-
ship departments since the begin-
ning of the year. On Monday, dur-
ing workshop, the committee heard
the township administrator’s bud-
get and discussed the township bud-
get as a whole.

The largest part of the township
administrator’s budget is for legal
services. Last year, $449,000 was
spent in legal services, Township
Administrator Terence Wall said.
Three contract labor negotiations
will occur this year as well, he said.
When asked if a large part of that
expense was for services in connec-
tion with the Birchwood Avenue
litigation, Mr. Wall said no.

During the discussion of the over-
all budget, Chief Financial Officer
Lavona Paterson said the surplus is
$100,000 over the previous year,
totaling $6.6 million, and called it
“excellent.” In regards to the pur-
chase of Birchwood, the lost taxes
for the land is $140,000 and were it
operating would be a loss of
$200,000, Tax Assessor Peter
Barnett said.

mayor said, noting Westfield has been
rated Aaa by Standard & Poor’s. He
said only 3 percent of municipalities
in New Jersey have achieved an Aaa
rating.

“That just didn’t happen (for
Westfield). It took a lot of planning; it
took a lot of teamwork. And I want to
make sure we continue on that road to
being fiscally responsible,” the Mayor
said.

He noted that a Aaa rating “saves us
tens of thousands of dollars a year”
when the town goes out for bonds for
capital projects such as road improve-
ments and sewer repairs. A new De-
partment of Public Works storage
building and maintenance is also be-
ing built by the town.

“Running a municipality is not easy.
It takes experience. I have been fortu-
nate to be surrounded by a terrific
team, terrific professionals and have
had a lot of experience whether it be
managing the economic crisis or Hur-
ricane Sandy. You know you learn a
lot going through those types of (cri-
sis),” Mayor Skibitsky said.

The Westfield Democrats have yet
to announce their candidate slate.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Skibitsky

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Music Dir.
be aimed at improving the speed and
reliability of the Internet, buying the
interactive projectors that were a top
tech priority for many of the princi-
pals and maintaining up-to-date
equipment across the district.

Looking to the future and the an-
nouncement of the 2018-2019 school
calendar, Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan said she was “ner-
vous” at the prospect of operating
with just two snow days, but it had
proved necessary to ensure that the
high school graduation was able to
take place on a Friday as “no one
wants to graduate on a Monday.”

the sale and consumption of alcohol
within the borough. Plenary retail
consumption licenses increased to
$2,200; retail distribution licenses
are now $1,300.

“I am hesitant to raise taxes on
burdened businesses,” Council
President Todisco said. She contin-
ued by stating that after looking at
fees charged by surrounding towns
she felt the increase was within an
acceptable range.

“Sometimes you have to do what
you have to do,” Councilwoman
Cuccaro said.

“I do not wish to raise the fees,”
Councilman Sarno stated. He con-
tinued by saying that if fees need to
be raised, “raise them the mini-
mum.” Councilman Sarno voted
against the ordinance.

In other news, Council President
Todisco reminded residents to attend
two upcoming budget meetings set
for Thursdays, March 9 and March
23, at 7 p.m., at Borough Hall. The
borough tax assessor will be on hand
to discuss the revaluation.

Council President Todisco also

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Police Ordinance
announced that there will be an Eas-
ter Egg Hunt at the Garwood Sports
Complex on Saturday, March 25, at
which the Easter Bunny will be in
attendance.

Councilman Lou Petruzzelli an-
nounced that the Knights of Colum-
bus will host a St. Patrick’s Day
celebration on Sunday, March 19,
from 1 to 5 p.m. All are welcome.

The next meeting of the Garwood
Council will be held on Tuesday,
March 14, at 7 p.m., in Borough
Hall, located at 403 South Avenue.
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Lance Faces Vocal Voters At
Raucous Town Hall Meeting

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

BRANCHBURG — Facing nearly
a thousand boisterous and vocal con-
stituents at Raritan Valley Commu-
nity College last Wednesday, Sev-
enth District Congressman Leonard
Lance became the latest Republican
lawmaker to encounter angry ques-
tions and protests about Trump Ad-
ministration policies on health care,
the environment, abortion rights, im-
migration and border security and
financial regulation as well as the
president’s personal behavior and why
Congress isn’t pressing for further
investigations into President Trump’s
possible ties to Russia.

While several hundred protested
outside the venue, the tone for the 90-
minute town hall meeting — the first
of two sessions set for last week —
was set at the outset when, at the end
of the pledge to the flag, many in the
audience began to chant the pledge’s
last words, “And justice for all!” as
supportive applause filled the audito-
rium.

Mr. Lance was repeatedly inter-
rupted by boos, derisive catcalls and
exhortations to do more to oppose
President Trump’s proposals and his
rhetoric. A question about health care
issues led Mr. Lance to tick off a list
of provisions in the 2010 Affordable
Care Act, better known as Obamacare,
he favors retaining in any replace-
ment legislation, such as guarantee-
ing coverage to people with pre-ex-
isting conditions, ensuring young
adults could remain on their parents’
policies until age 26 and prohibiting
insurers from establishing lifetime
limits of benefits. Many in the audi-
ence then shouted, “That’s
Obamacare!”

Mr. Lance replied to a question
about defunding Planned Parenthood
with a proposal that the health-ser-
vices group spin off its abortion ser-
vices into a separate entity to avoid
federal funding cuts — which led to
loud groans and boos from the audi-
ence. Later in the evening, Liz

Station Square Developer
To Add 40 Sq. Ft. in Depth

SPF BOE Projects a $91-Million
Operating Budget for 2017-2018
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — In the sec-
ond of two scheduled discussions on
the projected budget for Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Public Schools,
Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Deborah Saridaki unveiled
a tentative operating budget totaling
$91,346,871 last Thursday night.

Ms. Saridaki described the num-
bers as tentative because “we don’t
have any state aid numbers yet.”

Over a six-year period the elemen-
tary school student enrollment has
decreased by 10 students, the middle
school enrollment has decreased by

26 students and Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood High School enrollment has
increased by 51 students.

With a net increase overall of three
students district-wide over a six year
period, “we are in a very stable dis-
trict,” according to Ms. Saridaki.

Ninety-five percent of the district
operating revenue comes from the
local tax levy, while .3 percent comes
from extraordinary aid, 3.3 percent
from state aid, .2 percent from other
local sources and 1.2 percent from a
surplus balance.

The proposed operating tax levy
for 2017-2018 is the 2016-2017 tax
levy plus 2 percent, which comes to

$85,907,340. Because the district
qualifies for an adjustment for in-
crease in health care cost for
$930,366, the final cost is projected
to be $86,837,706.

Ms. Saridaki told the board, in re-
gards to state aid, she is “hoping that
it remains flat, that we will get the
same amount that we’ve received in
prior years.” The district received
$3,014,466 in state aid last year.

In looking to the history of state aid
in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Dis-
trict, Ms. Saridaki observed that start-
ing in 2009-2010 “if the state had not
only maintained our state aid but in-
creased it according to the Consumer
Price Index (CPI) that they provide
us with for our contracts” we would
be at over $5 million, but instead we
are receiving about $3 million.

“We have not caught up by any
means to what we should be getting,”
Ms. Saridaki assured the board.

The operating revenue will be go-
ing up under this budget, totaling
$91,346,871, a 2.95 percent increase
from last year.

The revenue from grants and en-
titlements is $2,418,015, a decrease
from last year, in part due to the
Individual with Disability Educational
Act (IDEA) and No Child Left Be-
hind Grants requesting the district
not budget more than 80 percent of
what they received last year.

The district repayment of debt “goes
down every year” and is going down
almost 4 percent this year. The dis-
trict will pay $1,467,050 towards this
debt through the tentative budget.

The projected $91,346,871 net
operating budget is about a 1.99 per-
cent increase from last year’s net bud-
get before funding was taken from
reserves at a cost of $10,031,739.
This year’s projected budget is actu-
ally minus 8.28 percent of the
$99,592,933 spent last year.

Of the projected 2017-2018 bud-
get, 56 percent will go to salaries, 21
percent for benefits, 9 percent for

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The development
entitled Station Square, to be located
at 225 LaGrande Avenue, originally
received site plan approval by the
planning board in September 2016.
Last Wednesday the board approved
a modification to the application that
would provide for an additional 40
square feet in depth for 22 of the 28
emarket rate units. The project also
includes seven affordable housing
units.

“It makes it much more livable,”
architect Joseph DeLucia said.

The added square footage increases
the building coverage from just over
46 percent to just over 51 percent,
Zoning Official Ray Sullivan said.

It also increases the impervious
surface coverage, civil engineer Sean
Savage said. He proposed having
some of the impervious surfaces re-
placed with a pervious concrete. Mr.
Savage also noted that the depth in-
crease does not change the building

to building separation.
Richard Skulnick, the applicant’s

attorney, called the changes a “minor
modification to make for a better prod-
uct.”

The Fanwood Fire Department
objected to the plan due to lack of
access to a part of the lot in aisles A
and B of the plan, Planning Board
Acting Chairman Dennis Sherry said.
However, the board noted that the
comment came in late, after it was
approved by the board in September.

Borough Engineer Peter Bondarhad
had a concern with the fire
department’s comment and wanted to
ensure firefighters had the access they
needed should there be an emergency.
He said that fire code officials would
be reviewing the plan. He commented
that at 20 feet wide the driveways are
within the code.

“Personally, I think it is an im-
provement,” said board member
David Blechinger, noting the new
staggered look in the façade.
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Cell Carrier Will Get More
Time to Reinstall Antennas

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board intends to give New
Cingular Wireless additional time,
beyond an April deadline set last year,
to complete the re-installation of its
antennas atop PSE&G transmission
towers.

At its meeting on Monday, board
member Robert LaCosta, who is also
the township’s zoning officer, told
the board that the April deadline for
re-installing the antennas was not
going to be met. Last year, an impa-
tient planning board gave its unen-
thusiastic approval to New Cingular
Wireless to keep in place temporary
cellular telephone antennas at two
sites on the south side of town for
another year — after having given
such extensions a year earlier. In Oc-
tober 2012, the board gave permis-
sion to New Cingular to erect tempo-
rary towers for two years on Terrill
Road near Parker Greenhouse and on
Raritan Road near the Ashbrook Nurs-
ing Home while PSE&G replaced its
transmission towers along the right-
of-way that parallels Terrill Road.

The zoning Board of Adjustment
last month approved New Cingular’s
formal application to install 12 anten-
nas on the PSE&G tower located near
the Ashbrook facility and on Thurs-
day, March 2 will hear a separate
application to install antennas on the
PSE&G tower located in the right-of-
way that crosses Judy Lane, a heavily
residential area. Mr. LaCosta said
zoning board approval is required for
each of the installations because the
new antennas are being placed at a

different height than they had origi-
nally been placed.

Planning Board Chairman Joseph
Doyle noted that “both companies want
to get this done,” but also pointed out
that PSE&G would not permit the
antennas to be re-installed on its tow-
ers during peak energy usage times,
meaning that the earliest the process
could take place would likely be some-
time during the fall months. The cellu-
lar carrier will continue to be required
to submit to the planning board quar-
terly reports on its progress toward full
reinstallation of its antennas.

In other business, the board gave
its approval to Wells Fargo Bank on
Park Avenue to upgrade the lighting
in and around its lobby ATM ma-
chines, a move necessitated by new
state regulations calling for improved
lighting around such cash-dispensing
machines.

Rob Wyman, a resident of Donato
Circle, spoke to the board on Monday
about a proposal to install a 135-foot
high cellular transmission tower on a
strip of land along Route 22 West
between a U-Haul facility and a small
strip mall. Mr. Wyman’s townhome is
among several units in the develop-
ment that face directly onto the pro-
posed site.

Board Chairman Doyle reminded
Mr. Wyman that the zoning board
will be the venue for consideration of
any application to construct a tower,
and Mr. LaCosta said the application
is still under review by his office and
told Mr. Wyman that all residents of
Donato Circle would be formally
notified once the zoning board sets a
date for a hearing.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FRIENDLY CHAT…Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith, right, talks with state Assemblyman Jack Ciatterelli (R-16th,
Somerville), center, a candidate for governor, at last week’s Union County Republican Committee Lincoln Day Dinner and
Awards Ceremony at the Cranford Social Club.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHOLESTEROL CHECK...Complimentary cholesterol screenings were among
the services provided to attendees at Sunday's Trinitas Regional Medical Center
Health & Wellness Expo at Snuffy's Pantagis in Scotch Plains.

Christina M. Hinke for Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AMENDED PLAN...Architect Joseph DeLucia shows the amended plan for the
Station Square housing development to the Fanwood Planning Board at the
board’s meeting last Wednesday night.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN REMEMBRANCE...The Westfield Fire Department offered a solemn tribute
to one of its own, Michael Lanza, outside the North Avenue firehouse prior to his
Mass of Christian Burial on Monday at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church.
Firefighter Lanza, a resident of Scotch Plains, a married father of two and a
member of the department since 2003, passed away February 22.
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Mulholland of Westfield stood to
defend the organization, saying that
cuts to its funding “hurts many
people,” especially teenagers and
those living in poverty. The audience
burst into loud applause when she
told Mr. Lance, “That is just wrong.”

National Republican politicians
were not winning any popularity con-
tests last week, with the audience
loudly booing and jeering at men-
tions of President Trump, Vice-Presi-
dent Mike Pence, House Speaker Paul
Ryan and education secretary Betsy
DeVos. The only Republicans who
escaped the audience’s verbal wrath
were Senators John McCain and
Lindsey Graham, who Mr. Lance
complimented for challenging the
President and some in his circle on
possible ties to Russia.

There were a number of questions
about those connections, with the
audience shouting repeatedly for
Congress to fully investigate the mat-
ter via a special committee. Mr. Lance
said he favored letting the House and
Senate intelligence committees first
look into the questions — a response
that drew a chorus of boos — but then
added that if the present bipartisan
nature of the investigations breaks
down, then he might favor the forma-
tion of a select committee. His re-
mark that he wanted to “do what’s in
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Lance

“It creates that depth,” Mr. Sherry
said. “Instead of a monolith.”

Board member John Steigerwald
said LaGrande Avenue and Second
Avenue already has an issue with
flooding at that point.

“If anything, we will be improving
it slightly,” Mr. Savage responded.

The units are expected to be on the
market sometime between the end of
2018 to about mid-2019.

T-Mobile and New Cingular Wire-
less was approved for an extension to
remain on a temporary cell tower for
another 18 months until PSE&G has
built the new tower, which the cell
phone companies will shift back to.
The cell phone companies had to
vacate the PSE&G towers while the
utility makes improvements and
builds its new towers.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Station Sq.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
READY TO RUN...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky announces his re-election
bid for an unprecedented fourth term as Mayor of Westfield. He is greeted at The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times offices by editor Paul Peyton, left, on Tuesday.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAKING THEIR VOICES HEARD...Several hundred protesters gathered out-
side Rep. Leonard Lance's (R-7th) town hall meeting last Wednesday night at
Raritan Valley Community College in Branchburg.

the national interest” was met with
more catcalls.

Mr. Lance did break with President
Trump’s favorable views of Russian
President Vladimir Putin when he
said that, “I am very suspicious of the
Russian government,” a remark that
led some in the audience to shout
back, “Your president isn’t!” To a
rare round of applause, the five-term
congressman said that Russia “is not
a friend of the United States” and that
Mr. Putin is “a bad actor on the world
stage.” When an audience member
yelled to Mr. Lance to “put country
before party,” many in the audience
stood and applauded loudly.

He said that he favored continued
economic and other sanctions im-
posed on Russia for its military incur-
sion into Ukraine and for its sus-
pected interference in the 2016 presi-
dential race. “There is no moral
equivalency between the United States
and Russian governments,” he stated,
adding that sanctions should perhaps
be strengthened. Several times dur-
ing his remarks, the congressman
praised the appointments of James
Mattis as secretary of defense and H.
R. McMaster as national security ad-
visor.

Mr. Lance was also pressed to push
for the release of President Trump’s
income tax returns, which he said he
did favor, but he added that he did not
back a proposal by Rep. Bill Pascrell
(D-9th) to invoke an obscure 1924
law to instruct the President to hand
over his tax records to the House
Ways and Means Committee for re-
view. When Mr. Lance said he didn’t
think Congress should be investigat-
ing the returns of “private individu-
als,” the audience responded with
shouts of, “He’s the president!”

Mr. Lance was also criticized by
audience members who called him a
“hypocrite” for supporting the con-
troversial Keystone XL and Dakota
Access oil pipelines in the Midwest,
but opposing a pipeline that is pro-
posed to run from Pennsylvania
through Hunterdon County. His criti-
cism of the Paris climate change agree-
ment, which he said allows China to
skirt its full environmental responsi-
bilities, led the audience to boo him
loudly, with one woman yelling, “We
still need to do our part!”

The congressman — whose dis-
trict includes Hunterdon County and
parts of Essex, Morris, Warren,
Somerset and Union Counties, in-
cluding Westfield, Cranford,
Garwood, Mountainside and a small
part of Scotch Plains — did state his
support for tax credits for wind, solar
and other clean-energy projects while
saying that the country had to “move
away from coal mining.”

Mr. Lance was critical of the 2010
Dodd-Frank financial regulation law
enacted in the wake of the 2008 finan-
cial crash, saying that it risked big
banks continuing to be seen as “too
big to fail” and, thus, risking another
massive bailout similar to the 2008-
2009 government bailouts. He also
said that community banks, “which
had nothing to do with the financial
meltdown,” were overburdened by

government regulations. Mr. Lance
didn’t respond directly when asked if
he favored the continued existence of
the Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau, an agency that some in Con-
gress have long targeted for elimina-
tion, saying that “we need oversight,”
but that he wasn’t sure “how many
entities we need” to do that.

When questioned by a voter asking
about President Trump’s “dopey”
border wall, Mr. Lance said he op-
posed such a structure along the en-
tire southern border and thought the
potential $20-billion price tag was
“far too much.” He also said the
President’s immigration executive
order last month had been “rushed
and poorly implemented,” noting that
he had been the first Republican poli-
tician in New Jersey to publicly criti-
cize it. When he said he favored let-
ting in refugees “as long as they are
fully vetted,” many in the audience
responded by shouting, “They are!”

The session wrapped up with a
woman asking why Republicans
haven’t “pushed back” on what she
said were President Trump’s “delu-
sional statements” denigrating the
country, the intelligence agencies and
the media. Mr. Lance replied by say-
ing that favored a “free and unfet-
tered press” and “intelligence agen-
cies working to the best of their abili-
ties,” remarks that were met with
shouts of, “Criticize him for once!”
Mr. Lance began to say that, “When
the President misstates,” but was in-
terrupted by a chorus of catcalls fol-
lowed by shouts that the correct word
instead of “misstates” was “lies.”

When the querying voter then fol-
lowed up by saying that Republicans
“need to push back when [Trump] is
not honest,” repeated chants of “Push
back!” filled the auditorium. “I al-
ways try to seek the truth,” said Mr.
Lance — who was re-elected last
November with 54 percent of the vote
while Democratic presidential candi-
date Hillary Clinton won District
Seven with 49 percent — but the
audience then retorted with shouts of,
“Then why haven’t you?!”

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOW TO PREVENT ASTHMA...Dr. Delyse Garg from Trinitas Regional
Medical Center led a presentation on asthma prevention at Sunday's Trinitas
Regional Medical Center Health & Wellness Expo at Snuffy's Pantagis in Scotch
Plains.

Fanwood Considering
Budget Cuts, Revenue Opts.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch-Plains Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Frederick Tomkins,
chief financial officer, opened the
special Borough Council budget meet-
ing Tuesday with a suggestion to cut
areas of the municipal budget or to
increase municipal revenue.

Mayor Colleen Mahr and the coun-
cil will be finalizing the municipal
budget, which accounts for 20 per-
cent of Fanwood property taxes, in
the coming weeks. Often revenue is
raised through various methods such
as direct taxing, fees, permits, and
violations requiring tickets or mon-
etary punishment. Mr. Tomkins said
the budget will need a 5 percent safety
net in increased revenue for 2017 and
2018 is troubling from first glance.

Mayor Mahr said increased revenue
is preferred over cutting programs. The
Mayor and council both agreed finan-
cial acumen will be utilized over in-
creased taxes. She said the council will
go into overdrive to solve the situation
in the upcoming weeks by delving into
what drove up costs and where the
borough lost revenue.

Mayor Mahr said she is not closed
minded to making some cuts in areas
where spending may now be deemed
excessive under future budget con-
straints. Two more budget meetings
will be held to finalize the spending
plan by the state’s recommended
Thursday, March 16 deadline.

The A&P property attributed to

$500,000 in tax revenue for Fanwood.
The A&P building demolition re-
moved this revenue, officials said.
The lost revenue represents over a 20
percent budget deficit or gap on the
revenue side of the municipal budget.
The borough’s total property taxes,
including schools, municipal and
county, is roughly $10 million. Col-
lective bargaining agreements and
health insurance costs for a younger
workforce has resulted in rising costs
in the municipal budget.

Municipal employee health insur-
ance costs totaled over $80,000. The
construction department, which grants
residential and commercial permits,
saw its revenue decreased by $60,000.
Mayor Mahr said she will be meeting
with the police department to discuss
downsizing the department’s vehicle
fleet. A Fanwood fire truck and sev-
eral old police vehicles may be auc-
tioned to increase liquid assets, offi-
cials said.

A borough resident stated he would
like to see the police force downsized
or contracts re-negotiated.

The borough council discussed a
sewer tax levy as a possible source
for additional revenue. Council Presi-
dent Kevin Boris said he would not
support raising minor fees that could
hinder business development in Fan-
wood or put pressure on residents.

Mayor Mahr, Mr. Tomkins and the
council concurred with Mr. Boris’s
sentiment.
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SP-F Bd. of Education
tuition for Special Education and to
the Union County Magnet schools, 3
percent for facilities maintenance, 3
percent for transportation and 1 per-
cent for capital expenditures.

Another 5 percent of the budget
goes towards other expenses such as
classroom and office supplies, com-
puter software, textbooks, media cen-
ter books, classroom furniture, test-
ing materials, nursing supplies,
teacher workshops, extracurricular
activities, paper, copy machines,
Internet access and a number of other
things.

Proposed staffing changes include
the hiring of one kindergarten teacher,
two elementary teachers, one fifth-
grade teacher, one MD/resource
teacher for the high school, two stu-
dent aides, a part-time athletic trainer
and a general aid.

Ms. Saridaki made evident these
staff changes were “for existing pro-
grams.”

Some of the projected curriculum
initiatives for 2017-2018 include
Scope and Sequence Development
(S.T.E.A.M.), Full Option Science
System (FOSS) for grades 2 and 3,
Next Generation Science Standards

Scope & Sequence for high school
science, Tri-State Consortium
Consultancy for Language Arts and
teacher professional development,
just to name a few.

The projected budget allows for
several capital and maintenance items
including $650,000 for technology
lease and purchase, $20,000 for mu-
sical instruments, $5,000 for a 3-D
printer, $30,000 for bathroom up-
grades, $10,000 for custodial equip-
ment and $165,426 towards grants
taken out previously (New Jersey State
Debt Service Assessment).

In other board business, Terrill
Middle School seventh grader Isaac
Tu was honored by the board for
coming in the third place overall in
Union County for the 2016-2017
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United
States Patriot’s Pen Essay Writing
Contest.

Isaac read from his essay: “My
dream for the nation is that all races,
cultures and ethnicities would be ac-
cepted and blended together to form
one.”

The next open agenda board meet-
ing is scheduled for Tuesday, March
14.

Westfield Saying Goodbye
To Two Music Directors
By SARAH MCGRAIL

Specially Written for The Scotch-Plains Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Two music
teachers will take their final bow at
the end of this school year and sig-
nal the end of an era in Westfield
music.

Linda King, Ed.D, and Jean
Brezinski have been familiar faces
to children for three decades as they
helped the district to numerous mu-
sical achievements, the Board of
Education was told at its meeting
Tuesday night.

Ms. King started out as a music
teacher at Westfield High School,
where she was responsible for all
the bands including the marching
band and was also the girls’ basket-
ball coach. In 1997, she became the
district’s supervisor of fine arts in
1997.

Ms. Brezinski, manager of the All
City Band, began her career in
Westfield as a choral music teacher
at Edison Intermediate School and
went on to work as a band director
at both middle schools and an in-
strumental music teacher at four el-
ementary schools.

Ms. King will be retiring after 30
years in the district and Ms.
Brezinski after 31 years.

Edison will also lose some very
familiar faces as Terri Squillace and
Barbara Leparulo, the team who
have taught science together there
for 27 years, will be retiring at the
end of this school year.

At their retirement, Ms. Leparulo
will have worked in the district for
36 years and Ms. Squillace 27 years.

Also retiring from the district this
year will be David Davis, who has
taught French and TV production at
Westfield High School for 26 years;
Joanne Ply, Franklin Elementary

School’s basic skills reading spe-
cialist for 17 years; Domenico
DiDario, who has worked as a cus-
todian for 13 years; and David
Tiffenbach, a paraprofessional at
Franklin School for five years.

The Board of Education also
heard of plans to include $1.6 mil-
lion in next year’s school budget to
continue the ongoing investment in
technology.

District Business Administrator
Dana Sullivan said the money would
be aimed at improving the speed
and reliability of the Internet, buy-
ing the interactive projectors that
were a top tech priority for many of
the principals and maintaining up-
to-date equipment across the dis-
trict.

Looking to the future and the an-
nouncement of the 2018-2019
school calendar, Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan said she
was “nervous” at the prospect of
operating with just two snow days,
but it had proved necessary to en-
sure that the high school graduation
was able to take place on a Friday as
“no one wants to graduate on a Mon-
day.”
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING FRANK LEHR…The family of the late Summit Mayor and
Union County Freeholder Frank Lehr is presented with a United States flag that
flew over the Unites States Capital by John Dougherty at last week’s Union
County Republican Committee Lincoln Day Dinner and Awards Ceremony at the
Cranford Social Club.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MADAM LT. GOVERNOR…Union County Republican Committee Chairmman
Glenn Mortimer introduces Lieutenant Governor Kim Guadagno, a candidate for
governor, at last week’s Union County Republican Committee Lincoln Day
Dinner and Awards Ceremony at the Cranford Social Club.

Summit Residents Ask
County to Stay Within Cap

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder board was met with a con-
tingent of Summit residents last Thurs-
day who urged the nine-member board
to work towards a flat county tax this
year or at least one that stays within
the state’s 2-percent cap.

The same night, Union County
Manager Al Faella released his ex-
ecutive budget of $503.3 million,
which calls for $355.5 million to be
raised in taxes, an increase of $10.2
million over last year. The board’s
fiscal affairs committee began the
first of three budget hearings with
department heads on Tuesday night.
Others are planned for Thursday,
March 9, and Monday, March 13.

Mike Wattick of the Summit Tax-
payers Association said the county
tax bill for Summit residents has
grown by 21 percent over the last five
years “to close to $40 million and
now represents close to 30 percent of
our property tax bill.” During that
same five-year period, he said the
Summit Common Council has in-
creased the city tax by only 1.4 per-
cent while the school tax rose by 4.8
percent. Summit is the only Union
County school board that is appointed
by the mayor.

“Our Union County assessment
now crowds out critical investments
we need to make in our municipality
and in our schools,” Mr. Wattick said.

Summit Council President Mike
McTernan said he is “very worried
about affordability, and property taxes
affect everyone living in Summit from
renters to homeowners.”

“Over 75 percent of the increase in
our property tax bill over the last six
years is due to the county,” Mr.
McTernan said.

He said while average incomes have
“barely changed since the year 2000,”
property taxes “have skyrocketed,”
creating a burden on some Summit
homeowners. “And they shouldn’t
have to sell their homes to have to
deal with it,” he said.

Mr. McTernan asked the freehold-
ers to “stick to the spirit of the law and
keep any tax increase this year below
2 percent.” He asked the board not to
use “exceptions” that allow the county
and local entities “to breach the 2-
percent level.”

James Bennett, another Summit
resident, said, “In Union County the
perception is that Summit is a “cash
cow” and the freeholders “welcome
our money, but not our opinions, par-
ticularly when it comes to taxes and
government waste.”

In comparing Elizabeth residents
to those residing in Summit, he said,
“The Summit voter is more likely to
be a homeowner who pays property
taxes. The Elizabeth voter is more
likely to be a tenant.”

“Tenants think property taxes don’t
matter because property taxes are
concealed in rent. When tax increases
are passed on, the landlord looks like

the bad guy when the bad guy is really
government,” Mr. Bennett said. “If
property taxes were to become sepa-
rately metered (like utilities), tenants
would become vigilant about taxes
and waste and Elizabeth voters would
become like Summit voters.”

He favors a system where land-
lords would register tenants who, in
turn, would be directly billed for their
share of property taxes by the city
with a copy sent to the landlord. Also,
the plan would force landlords to
reduce rents based on the taxes paid
by their tenant(s). Landlords would
be liable for payment of property
taxes on their building.

He asked the freeholders to pass a
resolution supporting the proposal,
which would have to be done as state
legislation.

Freeholder Chris Hudak said the
county “has taken great efforts over
recent years to get our fiscal house in
order.”

He said the amount raised per town
in county taxes is determined by an
equalization formula from the state,
which takes into account both resi-
dential and industrial ratable bases
for each town.

“It doesn’t always mean Summit’s
going to have the highest (tax) in-
crease,” Mr. Hudak said.

He said the county has “stepped in”
to fund programs such as Meals on
Wheels and Paratransit when state
and federal funding has dropped off.
He also said the county funds a bomb
squad, 9-1-1 emergency dispatch ser-
vices, and a ballistics lab.

Other costs such as the constitu-
tional offices of sheriff, surrogate and
county clerk, the county courthouse
and jail, and juvenile detention center
are mandated by the state. “Unfortu-
nately, these are unfunded mandates
which come from the state which we
are required to fund through county
tax dollars,” Mr. Hudak said.

In other business, the board desig-
nated the month of February as Na-
tional Career and Technical Educa-
tion Month and the week of February
18 to 25 as Future Farmers of America
Week in the county.

The board also supported the ef-
forts of Moms Demand Action for
Gun Sense in America on their Be
Smart Lead for Union County ini-
tiative for gun safety for gun own-
ers.

The board again approved an agree-
ment with Hudson County to retain
Diana Youst for another year as act-
ing superintendent of the Union
County juvenile detention center at a
salary of $172,021. Union County
Human Services Director Frank
Guzzo said the agreement is being
done because Ms. Youst is in the state
health benefits plan, which Union
County is not part of, and that she
would lose those benefits if she be-
came a Union County employee. Ms.
Youst used to run the Hudson juve-
nile detention center, which has since
been closed.

For life
insurance,
call a good
neighbor.

P092014.1

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI), 
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI),

Bloomington, IL
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Christine Cosenza, Agent
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DWC Holds Reorganization
Meeting, OK’s ‘17 Budget

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), the
management entity of the Special
Improvement District (SID), held its
first board of directors’ meeting of
2017 Monday evening.

As the scheduled January meeting
was cancelled due to inclement
weather, the board’s first action of
2017 was to hold its annual reorgani-
zation meeting.

“According to our bylaws, we’re
supposed to have an annual election
of our officers,” stated executive di-
rector of the DWC Sherry Cronin.
The unanimous vote determined that
there would be no changes of the
board’s officers for 2017.

Dominick Verdic, chairman; Alan
De Rose, vice-chairman; Steve
Silverman, treasurer, and  Lisa
Bertone, secretary, will all retain their
positions.

Appointees will complete the remain-
der of the DWC’s board of directors.

Westfield Councilman Sam Della
Fera will remain the Westfield Town
Council liaison to the board, while
Stephanie Walsh will continue to serve
as the Mayor Andy Skibitsky’s desig-
nee to the board. Shawn Hanna and
Frank Isoldi remain resident mem-
bers of the board and James Gildea,
Westfield’s town administrator, re-
mains a town liaison to the board.

The board next voted on the DWC’s
2017 budget. The budget includes
such items as the salaries of DWC
employees, businesses’ façade grants,
seasonal decorations and events spon-
sored by the DWC such as the Girls’
Night Out event and the Sweet Sounds
Downtown Jazz Festival held on Tues-
day nights in July and August.

“With regards to the budget, the
directive was to remain flat on our
total budget,” stated Ms. Cronin. Per
town ordinance, the DWC budget
must be presented to the Town Coun-
cil and approved by that body.

Ms. Cronin stated the proposed
budget for 2017 is $409,780.76 as
compared to $409,757.19 for 2016
and that members of the board will be
presenting the budget to the Town
Council tonight, Thursday, March 2.

There was some discussion regard-
ing raising the budget, which has not
occurred since 2011.

“I think that this board would ap-
prove an increase depending on what
it was for and how that money would
be allocated,” Mr. De Rose stated.

According to Mr. De Rose, unlike

other SIDs such as Cranford and Sum-
mit, the entirety of the DWC’s budget
originates from a special tax imposed
on Westfield’s SID businesses. Any
increase in the DWC’s budget would
require a raise in that tax.

The board discussed proposing a flat
budget for 2017 and to continue discus-
sion on any increase in 2018’s budget
throughout the remainder of this year.
The board then unanimously adopted
the 2017 budget with no increase pend-
ing the town council’s approval.

In other news, Mr. Della Fera pre-
sented the board with a brief update
on the Mayor’s downtown “task
force,” which was created in July of
last year to spur new business devel-
opment by implementing strategies
that encourage growth.

“I think we’re going to see recom-
mendations about parking, about zon-
ing, about height (of buildings) and a
variety of other things,” stated Mr. Della
Fera. “I think in order for it (any changes)
to be done well, it has to be measured,
it has to be well thought out.”

Mr. Della Fera continued that some
of these “short term” changes would
be implanted over the course of this
year, while other “middle-term”
changes would be completed in a
year or two and still other “long-
term” changes would be implemented
in the next three to five years.

The DWC’s next Board of Direc-
tors meeting open to the general public
is scheduled for Monday, March 27 at
7:30 p.m. The DWC office is located
at 105 Elm Street, basement level.

Keith Loughlin Announces
Reelection to Council Seat

Editor’s Note: Westfield Fourth
Ward Councilman has announced that
he will seek a third term on the Town
Council. Is statement is as follows:

“It has been my honor to serve as
your councilman since 2010. I am
running again to preserve the charac-
ter of our community and to keep
Westfield the premiere place to live
in New Jersey.

I am fortunate to be able to work
with an experienced mayor and coun-
cil who are fully committed to these
same goals for our town.

It is a challenge to maintain our
quality of life and our municipal
services when we are only able to
retain 16-and-a-half cents on every
tax dollar paid by our citizens. Those
funds are precious, and I am com-
mitted to make sure they are always
well spent.

We accomplished many tasks work-
ing together, including: expanding the
parking lots at Westfield High School
and Edison Intermediate School; en-
forcing the railway quiet zone on
Rahway Avenue; stopping the pro-
posed 150-foot tall cell tower at the
Armory; paving numerous roads; es-
tablishing a tree ordinance to protect
our shade trees; bringing solar panels
to the Memorial Library; securing
one-seat rides to New York Penn Sta-
tion during off-peak hours, and re-
ducing the size of our municipal pay-
roll by 20 percent, while avoiding
layoffs and continuing our excellent
fire, police, and public works ser-
vices.

I am proud of our accomplish-

ments. However, there is always more
work to be done. In my next term, I
will focus on controlling municipal
spending and seeking alternate
sources of funding; improving our
downtown and parks; working with
our state and federal officials to se-
cure peak one-seat rides into NYC;
and keeping Westfield a great place
to live.

As I have done throughout my
time on council, I will continue
to walk our neighborhoods and
knock on your doors to hear your
thoughts  for  improving  our
town.

In my time on council, I have
been able to implement many of
the suggestions I have received
from my neighbors.

My campaign kicks off with
“Keith Loughlin’s BBQ and Bull
Riding Contest” on Monday, April
3, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the
Westfield Knights of Columbus,
2400 North Avenue, Scotch Plains,
N.J. Admission is $50.

Please like my new Facebook
Page https://www.facebook.com/
KeithLoughlinNJ for more infor-
mation about this event and my cam-
paign. I will continue to work hard
to earn your vote this November.
Thank you for your continued sup-
port.”

Watson Coleman
Opens Mobile Office
PLAINFIELD — Congresswoman

Watson Coleman (D-12th) has an-
nounced the reopening of her mobile
office in Plainfield. This office, open
on the first Wednesday of each month,
serves as an extension of her Ewing
district office.

The office will be housed in
Plainfield City Hall, 515 Watchung
Avenue, 2nd Floor, Room 205,
Plainfield.Staff will assist constitu-
ents with a variety of federal matters.
The district serves over 730,000 con-
stituents throughout parts of Mercer,
Middlesex, Somerset and Union
Counties, including all of Fanwood
and most of Scotch Plains.

No appointments are needed, but
for assistance or questions, please
call the office at (609) 883-0026,
visit www.watsoncoleman.house.gov,
or drop in to meet with district staff.

TO BUY OR SELL,

USE LEADER/TIMES
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County Manager Releases
$503.3 Mil. Exec. Budget
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Tims

COUNTY – Union County Man-
ager Al Faella last week released a
$503.3-million executive budget,
which calls for $355.5 million to be
raised in county taxes, representing a
$10.2-million increase over 2016.

The budget includes $22.3 million
in surplus to offset taxes and $67.6
million in debt service costs, an in-
crease of more than $7 million over
last year. Of the total executive bud-
get, $176.5 million is for salaries and
wages, about $6.8 million over 2016.

The board’s fiscal affairs committee
began hearings with department di-
rectors on Tuesday and have sched-
uled more hearings on Thursday,
March 9, and Monday, March 13. Both
hearings start at 5 p.m. While the
amount of taxes to be raised per each
of the 21 towns in Union County will
not be released until the county budget
is introduced by the board, last year
$39.3 million was raised in Westfield,
$21 million in Scotch Plains, $21.3
million in Cranford, $9.2 million in
Mountainside, $6 million in Fanwood
and $3.3 million in Garwood.

At last Thursday’s regular free-
holder meeting, Freeholder Chris
Hudak said his hometown of Linden
saw the largest tax increase in the
county at $2.3 million, for a total of
$27.7 million. A group of 15 Summit
residents attended last Thursday’s
freeholder meeting to ask that the
board submit either a flat county tax
this year or one that stays within the
state’s 2-percent cap. According to
the Summit Taxpayers Association,
county taxes in the city have risen 21
percent over the last five years to $38
million in 2016.

In his budget message, Mr. Faella
said the county ratable base saw “an-
other dramatic increase, this time of
2.7 percent or nearly $1.8 billion in
net valuation over 2016.” He said that
represented the largest increase since
2007 and the third consecutive in-
crease in the county’s ratable base. In
addition, the county clerk’s office saw
its largest increase in fees from real
estate filings in nine years. The office
saw $40 million in revenue in 2016.

The county manager said the execu-
tive budget is $4.8 million lower than the

executive budget he submitted in 2016.
On the appropriations side of the

budget, the spending plan includes
$27.7 million for employee pensions,
$11.3 million for Social Security ben-
efits, and $500,000 for unemploy-
ment insurance. Another $48.1 mil-
lion is budgeted for employee group
health insurance, up almost $3 mil-
lion; $9.7 million for “other insur-
ance premiums,” the same as last
year; $16.5 million for prescription
coverage, up $1.7 million; $959,158
for dental coverage and $200,000 for
disability insurance. The county has
ended its program of paying incen-
tives for employees who opt out of
group insurance, which totaled $1.9
million in 2016.

With the opening of the new family
courthouse on Cherry Street in Eliza-
beth, salaries and wages in the sheriff’s
department are up over a million dol-
lars with operating expenses increased
by $73,000. Also, the facilities division
budget of $15.9 million is up $700,000
due largely to the new courthouse.

On the education side of the bud-
get, over $5 million is set aside for the
county’s vocational-technical
schools, and $14.7 million for Union
County College’s campuses.

Another $23.5 million is budgeted
for the prosecutor’s office, $40.8 mil-
lion for the corrections department to
run the county jail, and $9.2 million
for the county police division. Mr.
Faella noted that overtime costs for
corrections officers at the jail has
been reduced by $1 million. Another
$44 million is budgeted for the social
services division.

The Department of Public Works’
new composting operation at the
Houdaille Quarry for leaf and grass
collected countywide is expected to
produce $500,000 a year in revenues,
Mr. Faella said.

Westfield Stamp Club Plans
Annual Show Saturday

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Stamp Club will hold its annual stamp
show this Saturday, March 4, in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building, located at 425
East Broad Street, Westfield.

The show will be open from 10
a.m. until 4 p.m. Admission and
parking are free. This will be the
55th annual show the club has
held.

The show will include a six dealer
bourse plus the U.S. Post Office and
the annual exhibit competition among
club members. More than 500 pages
of stamps and postal history items
from around the world will be on
display. The exhibits to be shown are

the work of those who are new to the
field as well as from those who have
shown their work at the international
level. The exhibits will be evaluated
by American Philatelic Society ac-
credited judges, and attendees are
invited to vote for the most popular
exhibit.

The theme of the show is “What’s
in Your Attic?” Dealers and club
members will be available to look at
old collections people may have and
provide them with an idea of what the
value may be and different options of
what to do with them.

For additional information, call
(908) 232-0539 or visit the club
website, westfieldstampclub.org.

GETTING READY FOR PARADE...Union County Freeholder Chairman Bruce
H. Bergen, right; Vice-Chairman Sergio Granados, second from left;  and
Freeholder Angel G. Estrada, left; present resolutions to the 2017 Union County
St. Patrick’s Day Parade Grand Marshal Joe Nolan, center; General Chairman
Harry Capko and Parade Adjutant Debbie Sully, congratulating them on the 21st
annual parade. The 2017 Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade steps off at 1 p.m.
on Saturday, March 11 on Morris Avenue in Union. For more information, please
visit www.unioncountystpatricksdayparade.com.
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Prosecutor’s Office Now On  Twitter

Caring Contact Names Sarkos
As Execetive Director

WESTFIELD – Caring Contact,
the Westfield-based crisis hotline and
listening community, has named Janet
Sarkos of Westfield as executive di-
rector. She had been serving as in-
terim executive director.

Most recently, Ms. Sarkos was the
chief operating officer of Chervo USA,
an Italian golf clothing brand, and her
broader professional experience in-
cludes marketing and public relations
consulting. She also has been a Caring
Contact volunteer listener since 2014.

She currently serves as president of
the Board of Trustees of The Westfield
Foundation. She also has 10 years of
fundraising and leadership experience
in Westfield’s parent-teacher organi-
zations.

“The board is confident that in Janet
Sarkos we have found a uniquely quali-
fied individual to lead us into the next
chapter of our critical work,” said Bob
John, president of the board of trustees
at Caring Contact. “Janet is unques-
tionably devoted to our mission, as she
so well demonstrated as a former vol-
unteer and interim executive director.”

“My goals are to continue the long
tradition of care and support on our
caring and crisis hotline that have
been established over more than 40
years,” Ms. Sarkos said. “I also in-
tend to share what we know as a
listening community by offering cus-
tomized training programs to indi-
viduals and community groups, such

as parents, school districts, first re-
sponders, businesses and other health
professionals. I plan to partner with
other organizations in our commu-
nity, to increase the health and well-
being of all.

“I look forward to growing the or-
ganization and finding new ways to
increase the impact of our outstand-
ing group of certified trainers and
volunteer listeners,” she said.

COUNTY — The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office has launched an
official Twitter account, acting Union
County Prosecutor Grace H. Park an-
nounced Monday. The account,
@UCPONJ, is live now, and will be
managed by Prosecutor’s Office Di-
rector of Communications Mark
Spivey.

“Transparency and accountability
are two ideals I have strived to make
hallmarks of my administration, and
being active on social media is a great
way to provide both,” Ms. Park said.
“We believe that taking this step will
offer an unprecedented insider’s look
at who we are and what we do on
behalf of the public we serve.”

Starting this week and continuing
into March, details will be shared via
Twitter regarding new initiatives be-
ing implemented to combat the opi-
ate and opioid abuse epidemic affect-

ing Union County, including regu-
larly scheduled public dissemination
of pertinent data. Also expected to be
shared via the @UCPONJ Twitter
handle are press releases, public state-
ments, emergency alerts, notifications
of public speaking engagements by
staff, and regularly produced publi-
cations such as annual reports, along
with announcements regarding new
hires, retirements, and promotions
within the prosecutor’s office.

Using the hashtag
gettoknowUCPO, there will also be
periodic posts highlighting individual
staff members and the roles they serve
for the office. Basic background in-
formation about new investigations
into certain breaking criminal mat-
ters will also be shared on Twitter
prior to a press release with more
detailed information being posted
later on.

Moody’s Assigns Aaa
Bond Rating to County

COUNTY —  Citing Union
County’s continued economic strength
and manageable debt levels, Moody’s
has assigned Aaa bond rating to Union
County — the highest attainable.

Moody’s cited Union County as hav-
ing “a very strong management team
that has pushed hard to turn around the
county’s finances.” Moody’s noted that
the county’s large, diverse tax base
with above-average wealth levels.

Cranford BOE Recognizes
Student Achievement

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Superintendent of
Schools Marilyn Birnbaum acknowledged
at Monday night’s Board of Education
Cranford schools commitment to excel-
lence in academics, arts, and athletics.

Superintendent Birnbaum stated that
Cranford High School students Grace
Chen and Mallory Vollbrecht are Na-
tional Merit Scholar Finalists. As final-
ists, both students are officially recog-
nized amongst the top students in the
country, she said.

Patriot’s Pen Essay Writing Contest,
Nora O’Connell and Cassandra LaMastra,
Orange Avenue School, eighth grade,
won first place and second place, respec-
tively. The theme was “The America I
Believe In.” Nora and Cassandra received
awards for VFW District Five. Union
County winning essays were entered in
the VFW Department of New Jersey State
Competition. The contest received over
5,700 essays. Nora’s essay received sec-
ond place in the state. Superintendent
Birnbaum said it was gratifying to ob-
serve Cranford students taking initiative
to enter the competitions, let alone plac-
ing top throughout New Jersey.

Orange Avenue School Eighth Grade
student Caroline Anderson’s poem was
published in the February edition of Faces,
New York University Langone Center’s
electronic newsletter. Maddie Swanson,
an Orange Avenue School sixth grader,
wrote a short story entitled “The Suit-
case.” The Westfield Women’s Club Short
Story and Poetry Contest awarded Maddie
with best story for her age group.

Julia Flimonczuk, a 10th grader and
member of the Youth Orchestra of the
New Jersey Youth Symphony, will be
performing at the National Association
for Music Education Eastern Division
Biennial Conference on Thursday, April
6. Cranford Achievement Middle School
Program, or CAMP, student Ali Karim
won the Union County Teens Art Con-
test. Ali’s self-portrait painting will be
one of six paintings to represent Union
County at the Statehouse in Trenton.

The Cranford Fund for Educational
Excellence granted ukuleles into Colleen
McDonald’s fifth-grade general music
classes. Superintendent Birnbaum said she
“absolutely loved” the Orange Avenue
School’s drama production Les
Miserables. the superintendent emphasized
how extraordinary the acting and the on-
stage professional awareness was for stu-
dents who were younger; acknowledging
the performance as one of the best.

She noted that the Cranford High
School musical The Secret Garden will
be performed on Friday though Saturday,
March 3, 4, and 5.

The varsity wrestling team won the
conference, county, and state sectional
tournament. The junior varsity wrestling

team won the Union County Champion-
ship. Vincent Concina placed second in
the district and third overall at regions.
Christopher Scorese, Thomas DiGiovanni,
and Alex Esposito placed first in the dis-
trict. Mr. Scorese and Mr. Esposito placed
first overall at regions. Mr. DiGiovanni
finished second at regions. Anthony
Capece placed second at districts and fin-
ished third at regions. Mr. McGovern ac-
complished third place in Districts and
third place at the regions. Cranford has six
wrestlers competing in Atlantic City at the
upcoming state tournament.

It was noted that the Winter Track Pole
Vault Relay Team captured the Group
Three State Championship Title. The two-
person relay team consisted of Trey
Pascual and Mark Lynch. Trey went on to
win an Individual Sectional Title in the
pole vault. Also, the Cranford Cougars
Competition Cheerleading Team took
first-place at the Impact Cheer Challenge.

Susan Ritter, K-12 supervisor of lan-
guage arts and media specialists, presented
an update on educational strategies and
tools utilized district wide. Superinten-
dent Birnbaum stated their must be conti-
nuity at each grade level or learning step
for an initiative to be effective. Ms. Ritter
stated such strategies have been lauded at
Princeton University, are non-typical and
have been highly effective.

Jennifer Hilborn, an 11th grade teacher,
stated new approaches to teaching
Shakespeare, using performance has been
well received in the classroom. Ms. Ritter
stated the goal is to immerse the students
into the prose, allowing them to process
the material in a different way. Superin-
tendent Birnbaum said unique learning
experiences allow for an equitable class-
room that pander to many students
strength, furthering a shared experience.

Math and Literacy coaches will be
conducting a second parent workshop on
Thursday, March 2 at 7 p.m. at Orange
Avenue School. The class will focus on
comprehension of four mathematical strat-
egies. The workshop will reinforce par-
ent understanding of such mathematical
processes to assist their children’s at-
home understanding of the material. Other
non-typical initiatives have been the
CAMP cohort at Lincoln School. Stu-
dents have focused on anger manage-
ment and conflict resolution.

Students discussed anger triggers, iden-
tifying cycles related to violence, and
appropriate ways to express anger at
school. Board member Daniel DeMarco
reported technological progress in his
sub-committee technology report. Mr.
DeMarco suggested the bandwidth the
schools computers operate on are the
equivalent to an eight-lane highway ver-
sus the old two-lane highway.

It was noted that Gil Rozenshar has been
hired as a physics teacher and the his em-
ployment is effective Monday, March 6.
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Walk to Washington Is One of Rare
State Institutions That is Bi-Partisan
Your editorial gives me the oppor-

tunity to explain to my Westfield
neighbors the vital importance the
New Jersey Chamber of Commerce’s
(NJCOC) Walk to Washington serves.
The short answer is “YES,” the train
trip is a very important and produc-
tive mechanism by which business
people get to meet and discuss the
challenges they face, often as a direct
result of actions taken by legislators.
Frankly, Jim Johnson is wrong. In this
day and age of partisan rage, at least
New Jersey’s legislative and congres-
sional members understand that for
many of them, private enterprise is
something they don’t know a lot about.
Getting out from behind the layers
and layers of party apparatchiks and
handlers and actually meeting some-
one who has to make payroll every
week has value.

The last place lucrative contracts
would be lobbied for is on a train with
1,000 people and 36 print and televi-
sion reporters. There were 15 cars
and 36 reporters, that’s 2.4 reporters
per car - not a smart place for nefari-
ous backroom deals.

Over the last two decades, I have

been privileged to be able to work
with state and federal legislators and
in some rare instances provide them
with vital feedback that prevented
government overreach and the loss of
vital New Jersey jobs, to provide in-
sights that have helped to create health
care policies that increased coverage
for New Jersey’s workers. And this
year, to explain to several of our Con-
gress people the actual effective tax
rate of some of the border taxes being
considered (it isn’t 20 percent – un-
less you’re the size of General Mo-
tors) – All because the Walk to Wash-
ington and the State Chamber gave
me, a small Union County manufac-
turer, the opportunity.

The Walk to Washington is one of
the rare state institutions that is bi-
partisan, constructive, and open to
everyone. I encourage every business
person to attend. The stronger our
voices are, the better for all the resi-
dents of New Jersey – Please, get on
board!

Jeff Scheininger
Westfield

Chairman, NJCOC 2011-2013
Current Board Member NJCOC

How Did Disturbing SPFHS Video
Get Posted on YouTube Page?

I wanted to share with you a dis-
turbing and inappropriate use of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood School Dis-
trict resources. A video posted this
week on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Raider News YouTube
page titled “movie actor fun time”
was unsuitable for a school-sponsored
YouTube page and inappropriate for
a video created as part of a school
district curriculum.

When I informed a local news venue
of the existence of this video earlier
in the week it was promptly taken
down.

Although I appreciated the quick
response to my complaint, it hardly
resolved the bigger issue of how this
was deemed an appropriate video for
a school to create or distribute in the
first place.

I have no idea what the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education’s
policy is on material posted to an
official School District YouTube
channel may be, but I find it hard to

believe that this video was reviewed
as part of this procedure and found to
be appropriate.

Videos of this type have the power
to shape the broader perception of
our community. Viewers from
Mountainside to Montazzoli were
provided what I consider an unflat-
tering impression of our schools and
an unrealistic reflection of the major-
ity of our students and the generally
fine instruction they receive.

It saddens me that our Board of
Education allowed this sort of glimpse
into our school on YouTube, yet can-
not post video of a single one of their
own meetings on the same platform
so citizens may see how the decisions
to endorse and support videos like
“movie actor fun time” are made and
why taxpayer money should go to
support such an educationally vapid
endeavor.

Bob Dannunzio
Scotch Plains

Are People Trying to Destroy Our
County Because Of The Election?

We seem to be surrounded by
people (a small minority) who des-
perately are looking for an alternative
to Donald Trump our president. They
seem willing to accept anything. Dan
Rather (a disgraced and fired news
reader) is an example (of and an au-
thor of fake news). It seems to be sort
of a cult following (with logic and
sanity be dammed). People are in a
frenzy to quote Dan Rather on
Facebook (for example) without any
regard to the truth (galimatias?).

Our new president has been in of-
fice less than one month with protests
(against him) abound.

In looking around to try and under-

stand this (seeming a coordinated at-
tack) and came across our former
president and his website which ex-
plains how (in Obama’s training
manual) to bring signs and how to
protest at town hall meetings (and
other events) that are not of their
liking nypost.com/2017/02/18/
obama-linked-activists-have-a-train-
ing-manual-for-protesting-trump/

Now I was under the impression (in
this county) that you expressed your
opinion at the ballot box but it seems
like this kind of behavior is subver-
sive (the dictionary definition being:
overthrow, destroy or undermine an
existing government).

I cannot find anywhere information
about another a former President (other
than Obama) promoting this kind of
activity against our government.

It also seems (to the casual ob-
server) that this kind of behavior is
trying to influence others, but their
message is far from clear.

What I am taking away from this is
that these people are bent on trying to
destroy our county and our way of life
(because they are not happy with the
election?). MSM (main stream media)
seems to be strangely silent (is this
complexity?) Are they (MSM) work-
ing their collective way to oblivion?

One of the very liberal Northern
European countries is in the midst of
riots in the sections where they have
settled the refuges yet these stories
again do not appear in MSM. Are
they trying to alter the news by not
reporting it (I don’t know).
www.foxnews.com/world/2017/02/
21/rioting-erupts-in-immigrant-
dominated-swedish-suburb.html.

As a side note, the former attorney
general (AG) put out a memorandum
that anyone that says anything about
Muslims or demonstrates against
Muslims is facing jail time.

The new administration (and the
new AG) is fine with demonstrations
as long as they do not turn violent.
Nothing is said now about speaking
out (and there is no longer a fear of
jail time).

I’m trying to understand the “new”
mind set of these (few) people.

Carl Swenson
Westfield

Westfield as a
Sanctuary City?

I give you guys a lot of credit (hon-
est press) for publishing the letter
from Ms. Kahn (I think that was her
name); I am still wondering “Westfield
as a Sanctuary City” What color is the
sky in her world?

Bob Cozzolina
Westfield

Trump Doesn’t Even
Understand U.S. Policies

President Trump (I can’t believe I
have to put those two words together),
and his supporters have to begin to
accept some responsibility for the
actions that their beliefs have cre-
ated.

Trump says he wants to stop immi-
grants from coming to America, and
his action results in the creation of an
unconstitutional executive order, le-
gal residents being stranded over-
seas, and with children born in the
United States being separated from
their parents. He says he wants to
build a wall across our Mexican bor-
der that Mexico pays for; now he
contemplates tariffs on goods brought
into our country which will result in
Americans paying higher prices for
autos and so many products that cross
our borders. He says he wants to
bring back coal jobs (seriously does
ANY American mother want to send
her son down into the coal mines
again?); and Congressional Republi-
cans advance that by relaxing regula-
tions to allow coal mines to release
coal tailings into streams. How does
polluting our drinking water help
Americans? The coal industry is dy-
ing not because of environmental
regulations, but because natural gas
and oil, and yes even solar energy
sources are simply less expensive.
Will conservative Republicans – who
say they believe in the free market –
propose subsidies to support a dying,
environmentally disastrous industry?

Trump calls the press – so impor-
tant to a democracy that they are part
of the FIRST Amendment to the Con-
stitution – ‘the enemy’ and now pro-
poses to restrict what press services
can attend his news conferences. Tho-
mas Jefferson said that if it were for
him to decide whether we should have
a government without newspapers or
newspapers without a government,
he would not hesitate to choose the
latter. I agree. Does anybody else see
the despotic direction in which we are
headed? I urge everyone to write let-
ters, contact their elected representa-
tives, or go to a protest and make your
voices heard – President Trump not
only doesn’t support your policies, he
doesn’t even understand or support
the policies of the United States of
America.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rident – Laughing, smiling, or grin-

ning
2. Anaclasis – Bending backwards
3. Pantofle – A slipper
4. Chamade – In military usage, a sig-

nal for retreat or ceasefire

OGDOASTICH
1. A poem of eight lines
2. An order of mollusks having irregu-

lar hinged teeth
3. A homeless person; a beggar
4. A small piece of land surrounded by

a hedge or wall
BRAIZE

1. Mischievous; devilish
2. Charcoal powder or coal dust
3. To scrape or chafe
4. Very strong or potent; virile

MESORHINE
1. Having a nose of medium width
2. A slaughterhouse for cattle
3. In Germany, an area known as the

Black Forest
4. A large rodent of South America; the

capybara
AZYMIC

1. Apathetic; disinterested
2. Having no common traits; unrelated
3. Unbalanced; unstable
4. Pertaining to unleavened bread

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

More letters on page 5

Blue?

Wishing Imagine Continued
Success at Its New Home Base

Rep. Lance Deserves Credit for
Holding Town Hall Meeting

We periodically spotlight in this section of our
newspaper those organizations that have had a unique
and substantive impact upon our local communities.
In addition to kudos for the good work that they do,
we hope to increase awareness of the services and/
or support these entities provide that enhance the
quality of life for so many.

One such organization is Imagine, A Center for
Coping with Loss, which one week ago formally
welcomed the public to its new headquarters located
at 244 Sheffield Street in Mountainside. Formerly
housed at the First United Methodist Church in
Westfield, Imagine had sought a home base of its
own in order to serve a greater number of youth and
adults seeking help in navigating the grieving pro-
cess.

Founded in 2011, Imagine offers free peer grief
support programs throughout the year for children,
adolescents and adults who are struggling with the
death or serious illness of a parent or other loved one,
facilitated by trained adult and teen volunteers.
Concurrent groups are available for parents or guard-
ians of youngsters enrolled in the program, as well as
sessions for young adults. Additionally, Imagine
presents workshops at schools, businesses and other
venues along with on-site support programs for
those who have experienced a traumatic event.

Currently serving more than 200 individuals from

48 New Jersey communities, Imagine helps partici-
pants to express their feelings, develop healthy cop-
ing mechanisms and resiliency and to realize they
are not alone — even during the most difficult times.
By providing these “building blocks,” Imagine is
helping to lay a strong foundation for children and
families to successfully work through their grief, a
journey that can inform the rest of their lives.

Imagine resulted from the vision of the late Gerald
Glasser, Ph.D., in partnership with founder and
executive director Mary Robinson, both of whom
sought to create a year-round space where those who
are grieving could find a safe place to heal, and the
organization receives annual support through the
Glasser Foundation. Imagine also could not have
achieved all it has without the many dedicated
individuals who have advanced its mission, facili-
tated its programs and supported its efforts, includ-
ing myriad community businesses and individuals,
along with the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield.

We wish Imagine a successful transition to its new
facility and hope it will continue to play a vital role
in our local communities and beyond. For more
information about Imagine, A Center for Coping
with Loss, including its programs, volunteer oppor-
tunities and how to donate, call (908) 264-3100 or
visit imaginenj.org.

In the first month of Donald Trump’s presidency,
Congressional Republicans nationwide have been met
with angry activists and voters who have disrupted Town
Hall meetings to shout down comments of GOP House
members. Locally, Congressman Leonard Lance, who
overwhelmingly won reelection in November, faced the
wrath of those opposed to the President’s policies.

Mr. Lance over the previous eight years in Congress
had been lucky to attract a few dozen constituents to in-
person town halls. He holds around 10 a year, half in-
person and the others online. But this past Wednesday
night and Saturday morning, the 900-seat auditorium at
Raritan Valley College in Branchburg was filled to its
capacity for both events. In fact, several hundred folks
were is another room watching the proceedings as well.
The college’s auditorium is the largest venue in the 7th
Congressional District.

Regardless of the political affiliation of his detractors,
we believe Mr. Lance should be commended for facing
what amounted to an angry mob at times. To his credit,
he said all who received tickets through his website
were constituents of his district, which includes parts of
six counties including Union County. As of December
31, 2016, Republicans held a 159,367 to 142,792 edge
in registration over Democrats in the district, according
to the New Jersey of Elections website. Unaffiliated
voters, however, outnumber both parties at 224,159.
Although Mr. Lance was reelected with 54 percent of
the vote in November, Hillary Clinton won the district
over Mr. Trump in November.

Other GOP Congressmen in New Jersey such as
veteran Congressman Chris Smith and second-term

Rep. Tom McArthur chose not to hold in-person meet-
ings. Also, why are Democrats not being asked to hold
town hall meetings for their constituents? We ask Rep.
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th) to hold one right here
in Union County, as her district includes all of Fanwood
and most of Scotch Plains.

“I think it’s important to communicate with constitu-
ents and to have constituents communicate with me,”
Mr. Lance told reporters.

We believe those who attended last week’s meetings
should have been more civil. It appears these protests
were organized. The protests held every Wednesday
night outside the offices of the six New Jersey Repub-
lican House members have been organized by New
Jersey Citizen Action. Were they involved in last week’s
opposition to Mr. Lance? Their anger is with President
Trump, not as much with House Republicans other than
on the Affordable Care Act/ObamaCare repeal and
replace effort and de-funding of Planned Parenthood.
Also, how come questions on the national debt, which
has soared to $19 trillion, and the new Gateway rail
tunnel from New Jersey to New York under the Hudson
River were not brought up? Also, with the loss of Health
Republic Insurance of New Jersey, where is the compe-
tition for Obamacare-driven health insurance policies?

It has been reported that four of the six New Jersey
GOP House members, including Mr. Lance, have been
targeted by the Democratic Congressional Campaign
Committee (DCCC), according to a report in Politico.

But that is nothing new for Mr. Lance, who has faced
difficult Primary Election challengers along with Gen-
eral Election competition each of his years in Congress.
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Thomas Ucciferri 
  Former Westfield resident and Stage Manager 

for “Late Night with Seth Meyers” 
 

“A Look Behind the Camera/Curtain 

in TV Production” 
 

What’s involved in getting a Late Night network show on the air?  We’ll 

get answers from a 30+ year veteran camera man and stage manager. 
 

Friday, May 19  7:00 pm 

 

Douglas Yearley, Jr. 
 

Westfield native, CEO and Director, Toll Brothers 

“Housing Trends in America” 
 

Hear about the business of single and attached homes  

from the CEO of America’s largest luxury home builder  

(and developer of Enclave at Shackamaxon.) 
 

Wednesday, November 1  7:00 pm 

The Westfield Memorial Library  550 East Broad Street 
Westfield, NJ 07090 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 

Open to the public.  Pre-registration required.  

Register online at www.wmlnj.org  or call 908.789.4090 ext. 0. 

   David Weinstein 
     Westfield native and NJ’s Chief Technology Officer   

      

“Cybersecurity and Technology  
in New Jersey” 

 

Learn about the technology and policy behind cybersecurity  

from New Jersey’s first Chief Technology Officer. 
  

Wednesday, March 15   7:00 pm 

WANT ADVANCE NOTICE? 
 

Join the Hale Series mailing list! 

 Send your email address to: 

HaleSeries@gmail.com 

Erin Vogel, Ph.D. 
  Westfield native and Associate Professor of Anthropology, 

Rutgers University 
 

“Studying Orangutans in Indonesia” 
 

Learn about the health and nutrition of wild orangutans from Erin  

Vogel, who studies them at her remote field station in Indonesia. 
 

Wednesday, September 27  7:00 pm 

 

Made possible by grants from  

The Anne and Lee Hale Fund and The Thomas Glasser Foundation   
 

Hosted by the Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library 

Expand Your Mind through the 

10th Annual Hale Speaker Series 

All programs are held in the Westfield Memorial Library Meeting Room 

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

SPECIAL MEETING

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will hold a special
meeting on March 29, 2017, at 7:30pm in
the Council Chambers in the Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey to hear and decide upon the
following application for site plan approval
with c and d variance relief. Formal action
may be taken.

Country Classics at Montgomery,
LLC., 1481 East Broad Street. Applicant
is seeking preliminary and final major site
plan approval with use and bulk variances
to demolish a single family residence and
construct a total of 6 residential units, lo-
cated in two separate buildings on the
property, each containing 3 residential
units. Applicant is requesting variance re-
lief from the requirements of the Land Use
Ordinance for use, more than one princi-
pal building on the same lot, maximum
floor area ratio or total habitable floor area,
units per acre, minimum front yard set-
back, maximum building coverage, maxi-
mum building height, maximum all im-
provement coverage, retaining wall set-
back, maximum stories permitted.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $36.21

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE 17-01

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL
AND REPLACE EXISTING
ARTICLE XA (FLOOD DAM-
AGE PREVENTION) IN CHAP-
TER 106 (LAND USE) OF THE
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD TO REVISE
FLOOD DAMAGE PREVEN-
TION REGULATIONS.

This Ordinance repeals the existing Flood
Damage Prevention ordinance and re-
places it with a revised Flood Damage
ordinance to conform with the Federal
Emergency Management Administration
and New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection requirements.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 17-01, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 24th DAY OF JANUARY 2017,
and that Ordinance No. 17-01, will be taken
up for further consideration for final pas-
sage at the meeting of said Borough Coun-
cil to be held at its meeting room in the
Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey, on the 14th  DAY
OF MARCH 2017, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon
thereafter as said matter can be heard, at
which time and place all persons who may
be interested therein will be given an op-
portunity to be heard concerning the same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $35.70

PUBLIC NOTICE
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on February 22,
2017 the Garwood Planning Board memo-
rialized the following resolution of their
January 25, 2017 decision:

Case #PB17-01; 216 North Avenue,
Block 207 Lots 22 & 23, General Business
Zone, Applicant: McDonald’s Corpora-
tion

Granting a D-2 Expansion of a non-
conforming Use to expand the drive-thru,
together with Preliminary and Final Site
Plan Approval with associated bulk vari-
ances for site improvements

The resolution is on file and available for
inspection in the office of the Planning
Board located in the Municipal Building
located at 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey.

Adele C. Lewis
Board Secretary

1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
March 13, 2017, in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeals
for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance relief from
requirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.

Schiller McMahon, LLC., 123 South
Avenue East. Applicant is seeking ap-
proval to install two wall signs contrary to
Section 16.04H of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance allows window signs
only. Proposed are two wall signs.

FAB Properties, LLC., 316 East Broad
Street. Applicant is seeking preliminary
and final major site plan approval with use
and bulk variances to covert the basement
level to office space and to allow a parking
area with nine parking spaces contrary to
Sections 17.02C5B and 12.04C of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows the base-
ment level as storage use only. Proposed
is an office use. Ordinance requires 17
parking spaces. Proposed are 9 parking
spaces.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $35.19

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION

Trump’s Victory Was Clearly Not
The Mandate He Has Boasted Of

Thank heavens for enlightened readers
like Mr. Rich Fortunato of Scotch Plains
who wrote in a letter to the editor, Febru-
ary 23: “Some Need to Be Reminded
That President Trump Won The Elec-
tion.” While we are reminded on a daily
basis by Mr. Trump, himself, that he won
the election the facts of the victory seem
to have disappeared. Such as while win-
ning 304 electoral votes it was by a mar-
gin of 77,000 votes in three states. We
may want to dismiss the popular vote, but
Secretary Clinton won almost three mil-
lion more popular votes. Hardly the man-
date Mr. Trump boasted at his impromptu
news conference in the East Room last
week when he said “greatest Electoral
College victory since Ronald Reagan.” A
complete lie because every President since
Reagan, Democrat or Republican, gained
more Electoral College votes than Mr.
Trump. In fact, his Electoral College vic-
tory ranks in the lower one-third of all
Presidential elections.

Mr. Fortunato has a rather arthritic
point of view of the political arena as
evidenced by his previous letters to the
editor, and especially regarding Hillary
Clinton.

Thank him for reminding us that she
had or has a “Progressive” agenda. It
seems to me that if that means health care
for more Americans than ever, LGBT
rights, the ability for everyone to vote
freely, a sane immigration policy that
doesn’t demonize all immigrants legal or
otherwise, trust amongst our international
allies, not to mention the continuation of
Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid.
Speaking of immigrants, I notice by Mr.
Fortunato’s name that he would be of
Italian origin, the son of immigrants.

Sure all these things cost money, but so
does a wall on the Mexican border and
the 10,000 immigration agents Mr. Trump
wants to hire. And let’s not forget the
Bromance between Mr. Trump and Mr.
Putin....sad.

Re: President Obama, The boiler plate
whine for right wing or Conservative
Republicans is “after eight years of Presi-
dent Obama and his policies, the country
did not want to continue down that road.”
Clearly, Mr. Fortunato has a scratch on
his political lens. A scratched lens always
manages to distort whatever we are look-
ing at. It’s easiest to dismiss a President
by saying he did nothing in office, but the
unalterable FACT is President Obama
achieved a great many positive things.
We should start with the 7.6 percent
unemployment rate when he took office
going to 10 percent and the 4.7 percent
rate he left Mr. Trump.

How about saving GM and Chrysler
and don’t forget the stock market. The
Dow Jones was around 7,000 when he
took office and closing in on 19,000
when he left.

An enlightened person such as Mr.
Fortunato would do well to recognize the
list of accomplishments of the Obama
administration, but it’s easier to be nega-
tive and blame Obama, Hillary, the “Un-
American” press and any one else who
doesn’t think that what’s going on under
Trump is anything short of catastrophic.

If Hillary being President would have
been “horrifying,” a situation that obvi-
ously didn’t come to pass, then he must
know how many of us feel about a situa-
tion that did come to pass....President
Donald J. Trump, Horrifying.

Ken Licata
Scotch Plains

Fanwood Is Still New Jersey And We
All Know What That Means

The year, 2033,The location?
Fanwood. Fanwoodian may look around
and notice that the town hasn’t changed
much. It’s still as they like it; the quaint,
highly taxed mysterious little bedroom
community no one has ever heard of.
Dunkin Donuts is still there creating
clunky traffic most Saturday mornings.
Fanwood Bagels thankfully hasn’t
changed their bagel recipe, but they have
replaced the drop ceiling and installed
new linoleum floors. Only six nail salons
have opened and closed so far in 2033.
The A&P has been an workerless Ama-
zon Grocery store for over a decade, run
by a robot named Floyd. And Mayor
Mahr is now operating her office out of
the Chelsea. She is reviewing proposals
to develop the vacant Dean Oil site.

However, a deeper observation of the
goings on around town reveal something
odd. Young moms pushing strollers (now
equipped with WiFi and streaming
Netflix) stroll right past cars that are
barely moving along the road. Kids riding
their hover boards (actual hover boards
and that don’t catch on fire) zip past
traffic as if the cars are standing still. The
few pedal-powered bicycles that remain,
fly by cars on Martine. Squirrels dart
across the road and are actually able to
stop underneath a car risk-free and munch
an acorn. And don’t ask about those
weekend warrior bicycle racer packs.
They’re as irritating as ever as they still
choose to ride crowded suburban roads
rather than open country roads not 10
miles away. Yes, they too whirl by the
cars but now on battery-powered racing
bikes in a blur. But not fast enough for
people to miss their ridiculous outfits.

It all started in 2017 when the borough

council lowered the speed limit to 25 mph
on North Avenue to improve safety. Good
intentions, but who knew the streets of
Fanwood were unsafe up until this point.
Thankfully for long-time residents, there
never seemed to have been any major
pedestrian injuries or fatalities. North
Avenue actually seemed very safe until
the town installed some odd curb ‘thing’
jutting out across from Sheelen’s Cross-
ing. Now that stretch of road is as danger-
ous as ever! But elected officials felt they
needed to act and show their residents
they have everyone’s best interests in
mind and chose to lower the speed limit
from the moderate 30 mph to 25 mph. It
bore fruit and they kept lowering the limit
over the years. The fruit not being less
injuries or fatalities, because it’s hard to
have less than zero. But the fruit was the
wonderful fruit of revenue from the ol’
speeding ticket. Couple these with the
‘illegal’ license plate frame ticket rev-
enue, nicking residents for rolling stop
signs, and the utterly silly view obstruc-
tion tickets for those little mementos hung
from the rear view mirrors and
voila!...wonderful revenue and contin-
ued deficit tightening. Soon all speed
limits across town were being lowered
more and more and taxes...oops, I mean
revenue was being raised. And now, here
we are in 2033 with the speed limits
around town at 5 mph. Because if 25mph
is safe, then 5 mph is five times safer! And
a look at the borough’s balance sheet here
in 2033? Well, budget gaps narrowed as
the speed limits came down, but when all
is said and done, this is still New Jersey
and we all know what that means.

Charles Johnston
Fanwood

We Must Push Back As Fate of Our
Democracy Is In Our Hands

point where the President’s incendiary
words have turned into deliberate sup-
pressive action. Last Friday, the White
House handpicked which outlets were
invited to the White House press briefing
and then denied entry to CNN, NY Times,
LA Times, and Politico making it clear
that he is engaging in selective censor-
ship. I for one am appalled. So the strat-
egy is to denounce, discredit, and now
punish the biggest news outlets, the ones
that do not promulgate his lies, and only
let in those who print what he approves
of. Is there any confusion as to why our
President is in love with Vladmir Putin?
The possible ramifications to this grow-
ing cancer cannot be overstated. It is a
cancer that begins as a Presidential “tweet”
and then metastasizes throughout the en-
tire soul of this great nation bent on
destroying our civil liberties. This is a
watershed moment and nothing could be
more crucial at this juncture, but to stop
this madman in his tracks.

And judging from the raucous Leonard
Lance town hall meeting on Saturday, it
looks like the Anti–Trumpsters are not
going down without a fight, clearly dem-
onstrating their right to free speech, and
holding the Congressman’s feet to the fire.
That is what I call the true American spirit
and as long as the courts and the people
continue to speak out and do their job, then
Trump’s agenda of autocracy will have a
much bumpier ride. But we must continue
to push back against this dangerous rheto-
ric and these sinister actions coming from
our newly elected President. The fate of
our democracy is in our hands.

Karen Egert
Springfield

I am tired of Trump’s incessant ranting
and maligning of the media, once again
calling the press the “Enemy of the Ameri-
can People” as he did at the CPAC confer-
ence recently. The press is not my enemy
so he should speak for himself and I would
imagine that the three million people who
did not vote for him would agree.

Thankfully, there are still some patri-
otic Republicans like John McCain who
have publicly denounced this dangerous
rhetoric and warned that any hint of sup-
pression and/or delegitimisation of the
press is how dictators get started. Well,
Trump certainly is sending out some very
dangerous messages right now. For in-
stance, while attempting to defend the
bumbling immigration ban, I was shocked
to hear Trump’s top policy advisor,
Stephen Miller, state on national televi-
sion that “The power of the president will
not be questioned.” Will not be ques-
tioned? If that does not sound like an
aspiring dictator, I don’t know what does.

This denigrating and delegitimisation
of the press are not just words off the cuff,
but a deliberate strategy. The specific aim
is to malign any damaging information
coming out of the “real news” so that
when factual information about the ad-
ministration is reported, whether it’s pos-
sible collusion with Russia or anything
else, well then that’s just “fake news.”
The result? Only what our Fearless Leader
says is the truth is the “real” the truth and
only that is to be believed, despite that
fact that he is a pathological liar. Let us
remember that if not for those news out-
lets and leakers, Flynn would still be
there lying to the American people.

But now we have reached a tipping

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
Announces Run for Additional Term
I am deeply humbled and excited

to announce that, after careful con-
sideration, and with the support and
blessing of my family, I have decided
to run for re-election in the hopes of
continuing to serve as your Mayor.
Many will ask why I want to continue
to serve as an elected official in this
highly polarized political environ-
ment. My decision to run for re-elec-
tion turns, as it has in the past, on my
love for this Town and for the beauti-
ful fellowship that exists among our
residents and numerous institutions
and community groups—our houses
of worship, schools, athletic leagues,
charitable, cultural and artistic orga-
nizations, the Westfield Community
Center, the Westfield Neighborhood
Council and our business commu-
nity, to name a few.

It is a fellowship that is inspiring.
We live in a complex world where
there is no “one size fits all” solution
for real issues that face our families
and communities.

As Mayor, it is important to foster
an environment that encourages in-
put and problem-solving from all per-
spectives. To that end, I consider my
temperament to be one of my
strengths, and civility in our Town
government to be one of my suc-
cesses. By working closely with com-
munity leaders, opening the Mayor’s
office for Saturday morning office
hours and recruiting talented profes-
sionals and volunteers, I am proud of
the achievements that the Town has
seen under my leadership.

For example, during my first term
as Mayor, I vowed to rein-in spend-
ing and to set a course for sustainable
and fiscally responsible budgets.
These efforts of cutting costs and
optimizing resources have proven
successful. In fact, Westfield is one of
only 17 of the 565 municipalities in
the State to carry the coveted SandP
triple-A rating. Under this rating, the
Town’s financial situation has been
described as: “strong management,”
“strong budgetary performance,”
“very strong budgetary flexibility,”
“very strong liquidity,” and “strong
debt and contingent liability profile.”

I am running for another term be-

cause I am committed to not only
preserving, but advancing, our fiscal
strengths. We are in the midst of many
wide-spread cultural and demo-
graphic shifts and our response in this
time of transition has the potential to
positively influence and secure the
quality of life in this Town for de-
cades to come. For example, our
downtown remains at the heart of our
community. In light of store-front
vacancies that Westfield and similar
towns are experiencing as a result of
the changing retail paradigm, I cre-
ated the Downtown Task Force to
develop a plan to address those con-
ditions that fall within the Town’s
control and to ensure a welcoming
and fruitful business environment
under the “new normal.” I am encour-
aged by the successes we have al-
ready witnessed. For example, by re-
moving some of the antiquated re-
strictions attached to liquor licenses,
iconic Ferraro’s was able to expand
its restaurant offerings and the Town
was able to attract the Harvest Group
to open the popular Addam’s Tavern
on Elm Street.

I am running for another term be-
cause I want to see that the goals we
have set and the projects we started
come to fruition – from improve-
ments to our municipal parks, includ-
ing Mindowaskin 2018, new bleach-
ers at all our fields, the addition of
bathroom facilities at Memorial Park,
and superior field maintenance to an
aggressive but fiscally manageable
road paving schedule; from the beau-
tification of public spaces, including
hundreds of tree plantings, to imple-
menting the forthcoming recommen-
dations of the Mayor’s Downtown
Task Force.

I am proud of Westfield’s progress
under my leadership, and I am ex-
cited about our future. Armed with a
sense of fellowship and community
and supported by talented profession-
als and volunteers, I know that
Westfield will continue to thrive and
become an ever better place to call
Home. Thank you for your support 4
years ago.

I look forward to serving the resi-
dents of this wonderful Town for an-
other 4 years and, as always, my door
is open.

Andy Skibitsky
Mayor of Westfield

Letters to the Editor

President Trump’s
Address to Congress
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congress-

man Leonard Lance (NJ-07):
“The most important issue facing our

Nation is job creation. I am pleased Presi-
dent Trump spoke in detail about creating
more American jobs and policies that will
boost take-home pay and I stand ready to
work on big ideas like tax reform and an
infrastructure package to achieve it.

“New Jersey is one of the highest taxed
states in the Nation and any relief to
taxpayers and the business community is
welcome news. And I agree with the
President that having more people work
reduces our national debt and keeps safety
net programs for those who need them
most. And all New Jerseyans know the
importance of improving our roads, tun-
nels and bridges and I was pleased to see
those ideas receive bipartisan applause.

“The President also made his case to
the American people in support of his
nominee for the Supreme Court, Judge
Neil Gorsuch. Judge Gorsuch is a main-
stream conservative who would be a fine
Supreme Court Justice.

“Finally, I was very proud President
Trump invited New Jersey resident Megan
Crowley to his address this evening.
Megan’s story of combating a terrible
rare disease is a testament to the Ameri-
can spirit. Passage of the 21st Century
Cures Act was a major accomplishment
of the last Congress. I am encouraged that
the Trump Administration will carefully
implement its improvements to our health
care system and help spur the next great
medical innovation.”

Congress Quip
Watson Coleman re
President Trump’s

Address
“Donald Trump is treating the presi-

dency like a reality TV show when
the livelihood of the American people
is at stake... The President’s address
was, if nothing else, the true argument
for not losing elections.”
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AMP Yoga Studio Is Now
Open In Springfield, N.J.

AMP Yoga Studio, a studio that
promotes all mind/body classes and
holistic health, is now open in
Springfield, N.J. Located at 223
Mountain Avenue in the newly
renovated plaza, next to Valley
National Bank, you will find a spa-
cious studio with a relaxing vibe.

Ginny Colarusso, E-RYT, the
owner and head instructor, brings to
the community over nine years of
yoga teaching experience. She is
certified in Reiki Level 2 as well as
a certified Past-Life Regressionist.
Her goal is to bring a yoga studio to
the community that combines all of
these healing modalities, as well as
massage therapy and acupuncture.

Health should be approached
from all angles, is her motto. Once
diagnosed as infertile, she sought
out alternative holistic treatments
as well as yoga to allow her body to

come into balance. Through seek-
ing that balance, she created AMP,
which stands for the Sanskrit words
Asana, Mantra and Prana. Asana is
the traditional yoga pose that bal-
ances the body. Mantra is a re-
peated phrase to help calm the
mind, and Prana is the pure life
force or universal energy that we
need to thrive. Together, these three
words assist in balancing the mind,
body and soul, one of the ultimate
goals of yoga. You can find classes
on the schedule, such as Mat
Pilates, Vinyasa yoga, Kid’s yoga,
Beginner’s yoga, Gentle yoga, Yin
yoga, Yoga Tune Up® and Yoga
Bootcamp. She plans on adding a
prenatal and teens’ yoga series
soon, and as the community builds,
adding more classes on the sched-
ule.

Please give us a call at (908)
577-0750 or visit our website at
www.ampyogastudio.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Westfield Rotary Accepting
Grant Applications

WESTFIELD — Michael Miller,
Rotary Club of Westfield Commu-
nity Service Grants chairperson,
has announced that Rotary Grant
applications are now being ac-
cepted for consideration.

Non-profit organizations may re-
ceive a copy of the official applica-
tion directly from the Rotary website
at westfieldrotary.com/; via Rotary
e-mail at info@westfieldrotary.com,
or by contacting Mr. Miller at (908)
518-5404.

To be considered for a Westfield
Rotary Club Community Service
Grant, local non-profit organiza-
tions must complete and submit
the official grant application be-
fore the Saturday, April 15 dead-
line. The Rotary Club, in accor-
dance with its goal of community
service, is most interested in pro-
viding grants for programs and

projects that directly serve the
people in the community.

As part of the decision process,
the Grants Committee reviews the
simple, one-page application form
to receive a clear understanding of
the way in which the funds are
used. Grants will not be awarded
for capital improvements or oper-
ating funds.

Rotary is a community service
organization comprised of business
and professional men and women
who live or work in the Westfield
area. The Rotary Club of Westfield
meets every Tuesday at 12:15 p.m.
for lunch at the Westfield Area Y.
Prospective members and guests
are welcome to join the club at any
of its weekly meetings. For addi-
t ional  information,  e-mail
info@westfieldrotary.com or visit
westfieldrotary.com/.

Mountainside Library Slates
Programs For March

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has
scheduled multiple programs for
March.

Tuesday Night Movies will fea-
ture The Girl on the Train (2016,
R) on March 7; The Hollars (2016,
PG-13) on March 14; 45 Years
(2015, R) on March 21, and
Ghostbusters (2016, PG-13) on
March 28. Each movie will begin
at 6:30 p.m.

Brown Bag Academy: The Great
Courses series will continue on
Mondays in March, at 1:15 p.m.,
with “The Foundations of Western
Civilization,” presented by Tho-
mas Noble, Ph. D. of the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame. Participants
are invited to bring their lunch;
coffee, tea and cookies will be
served.

The Friday Operas on Film Se-
ries will be held March 10, at 1
p.m., sponsored by the T. Robel
Hill Foundation and presented by
Mena Clemson. This month’s of-
fering is a 2004 recording of Il
Corsaro by Giuseppe Verdi. Zvetan
Michailov (Corrado) and Renato
Bruson (Pasha Seid) perform with
the Orchestra and Chorus of the
Teatro Regio di Parmais conducted
by Renato Palumbo.

“Saturday Musical Getaways:
Nina Et Cetera” will take place on
March 11 at 2 p.m. A Mountainside
Library favorite, Nina Romano will
return with a special Women’s His-
tory Month program entitled
“Maybelle Carter: American Mu-
sic Legend.”

Maybelle Carter was a core mem-
ber of the Carter Family, the first
superstars of country music, who
enjoyed tremendous popularity and
success during the Great Depres-
sion. The Carters collected back-
woods music, recorded hits, com-
posed, toured extensively and are
an enduring influence to this day.
Maybelle Carter was a virtuoso gui-
tarist in a number of styles, invent-
ing a style which bears her name.
She was a composer of many songs,
and a multi-instrumentalist as well.
Her story will be told with illustra-
tive songs, musical examples and
other lore from the period. For
samples of Nina Et Cetera’s musi-
cal style, see ninaetcetera.com.

Additional programs will be an-
nounced for later in the month. To
register for library programs, stop
into the library or call (908) 233-
0116. The Mountainside Public Li-
brary is located at 1 Constitution
Plaza, Mountainside.

Miller-Cory Invites All
To Maple Sugar Sunday

WESTFIELD — One of the sea-
sonal tasks of farm life in colonial
days was sugar making in the maple
woods. The production of syrup
and sugar from the sap of the maple
tree is the oldest known industry in
America.

The Miller-Cory House Museum,
located at 614 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield, will present “Maple
Sugar Sunday” on March 5. The
Reverend John Mills of Fanwood
will talk about the technique of
maple sugaring, explaining how the
maple sap rises and flows, how it is
collected using wooden buckets
and handmade spiles, and how
sugar and syrup are made from the
sap. No tree will actually be tapped.

Two presentations are scheduled,
one at 2:30 p.m. and one at 3:30
p.m., each lasting about half an

hour. This program is appropriate
for children.

The museum will be open from 2
to 4 p.m. and also will offer tours
of the restored, 1740 farmhouse
and authentic open-hearth cooking
demonstrations. Members of the
cooking committee will use early
American recipes, colonial-era
cooking tools and seasonal foods.
Admission is $4 for adults and chil-
dren age 13 and older; $3 for chil-
dren ages 3 to 12, and free for
those under age 3. For informa-
tion, call (908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
The museum website is
millercoryhouse.org.

VACNJ Posts Date
For Spring Gala

SUMMIT — The Visual Arts Cen-
ter of New Jersey (VACNJ), located
at 68 Elm Street, Summit, will hold its
Spring 2017 Gala, entitled “Night of
Wonder: Celebrating the Art of Imagi-
nation,” on Saturday, April 1. This
event, the VACNJ’s largest annual
fundraiser, will include cocktails, hors
d’oeuvres, music, art auctions and
more. Funds raised will benefit the
VACNJ’s education, outreach and
exhibition programs.

Interested persons may register for
the gala now at 501auctions.com/
artcenternj. For more information, call
(908) 273-9121 or visit artcenternj.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RECREATION COMMISSION

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Recreation Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains has changed
the date of their March 13, 2017 Meeting.
The previously scheduled meetings of:

March 13, 2017 has been changed
to March 20, 2017.

Meeting start time is 7:30 p.m.;
Room 202

In accordance with the requirements of
Title II of the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990 (“ADA”), the Township of Scotch
Plains does not discriminate against quali-
fied individuals with disabilities on the ba-
sis of disability in its services, programs, or
activities. Anyone who requires an auxil-
iary aid or service for effective communi-
cation, or a modification of policies or pro-
cedures to participate in a program, ser-
vice, or activity of Scotch Plains should
contact Municipal Manager/Township of
Scotch Plains designated ADA Coordina-
tor as soon as possible before the sched-
uled event. Notifying the ADA coordinator
at least 72 hours in advance will enable the
Township to arrange for appropriate re-
sources. The ADA does not require the
Township of Scotch Plains to take any
action that would fundamentally alter the
nature of its programs or services, or im-
pose an undue financial or administrative
burden. Complaints that a program, ser-
vice, or activity of Scotch Plains is not
accessible to or inclusive of persons with
disabilities should be directed to Municipal
Manager/Township of Scotch Plains des-
ignated ADA Coordinator.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 3/2/17, The Times Fee: $36.72

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 21st of Febru-
ary 2017.

ORDINANCE 2017-1

ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING
TRAFFIC CONTROL STAN-
DARDS AND REQUIRE-
MENTS FOR CONSTRUC-
TION AND ROAD REPAIRS
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS.

ORDINANCE 2017-2

ORDINANCE APPROPRIAT-
ING THE SUM OF $185,000
FROM THE NEW JERSEY DE-
PARTMENT OF TRANSPOR-
TATION IN CONNECTION
WITH THE PROJECT KNOWN
AS “EAST SECOND STREET
(SEC. 2), MILLING & TOP
COURSE PAVING”.

ORDINANCE 2017-3

ORDINANCE TO ENACT AR-
TICLE 2-38 (HEALTH BEN-
EFITS) IN CHAPTER II (AD-
MINISTRATION) OF THE RE-
VISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS TO PRO-
HIBIT PART TIME AND AP-
POINTED OFFICIALS FROM
RECEIVING HEALTH BEN-
EFITS FROM THE TOWN-
SHIP.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 3/2/17, The Times Fee: $37.74

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RESOLUTION NO. 2017-60

RESOLUTION ESTABLISH-
ING THE 2017 BILLING
RATES FOR THE SCOTCH
PLAINS SEWER UTILITY AND
AUTHORIZING SEWER BILL-
ING ADJUSTMENT TO ANY
PROPERTY BILLED INCOR-
RECTLY.

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Township
Council of the Township of the Scotch
Plains on April 20, 2010 adopted Ordi-
nance No. 32010 entitled “an Ordinance
Supplementing and Amending Ordinance
No. 82009 Which Supplemented and
Amended Chapter XII Entitled “Sewer and
Water” of the Revised General Ordinances
of the Township of Scotch Plains, 1978,
and Established the Sewerage Utility of
the Township of Scotch Plains”; and

WHEREAS, subclause b.(iii) of Section
127.1 entitled “Annual Service Charge”, of
Ordinance No. 32010 contemplated the
adoption by Resolution of the Mayor and
Township Council of the per gallon rate for
each gallon of water consumed in excess
of 27,500 gallons per annum for residen-
tial and apartment complex categories;
and

WHEREAS, subclause j.(iii) of Section
127.1 entitled “Annual Service Charge” of
Ordinance No. 32010 contemplated the
adoption by Resolution by the Mayor and
Township Council of the per gallon rate for
each gallon of water consumed in excess
of 27,500 gallons per annum for the non-
residential category; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of this Reso-
lution to establish the final 2016 billing rate
for the nonresidential category, the resi-
dential category and for the apartment
complex category.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED, by the Mayor and Township
Council of the Township of Scotch Plains,
County of Union, State of New Jersey, as
follows:

1. The Mayor and Township Council do
hereby establish the non residential cat-
egory rate, after the 27,500 gallon thresh-
old, of $0.007 per gallon as more particu-
larly detailed on the Final 2015 Billing
Formulas, on file with the Township Engi-
neer.

2. The Mayor and Township Council do
hereby establish the residential category
rate, after the 27,500 gallon threshold, of
$0.00025 per gallon as more particularly
detailed on the Final 2015 Billing Formu-
las, on file with the Township Engineer.

3. The Mayor and Township Council do
hereby establish the apartment complex
category rate, after the 27,500 gallon
threshold, of $0.00025 per gallon as more
particularly detailed on the Final 2016 Bill-
ing Formulas, on file with the Township
Engineer.

4. The Mayor and Council do hereby
authorize the Tax Collector to make any
necessary billing corrections to any prop-
erty that was billed incorrectly as deemed
incorrect by the Township Assistant Engi-
neer and issue correct billings.

5. The Township Clerk is directed to
publish a notice of the adoption of this
Resolution in the official newspaper of the
Township of Scotch Plains within ten (10)
days from the adoption of this Resolution.

Adopted:  February 21, 2017
Bozena Lacina, RMC

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 3/2/17, The Times Fee: $68.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO RE-BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE
MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY, AT 10:00 AM PREVAILING TIME
ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017, FOR
THE PURCHASE/DELIVERY OF PUBLIC
WORKS EQUIPMENT, CONSISTING OF
THE FOLLOWING:

ITEM 1 - TRAILER-MOUNTED
FIREWOOD PROCESSOR

PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND MUST
BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE AND
BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MEN-
TIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK OR BID BOND
MADE PAYABLE TO THE TREASURER
OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, IN THE
AMOUNT OF TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS
($200.00) TO INSURE EXECUTION OF
THE CONTRACT. (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-21)
EACH BID MUST ALSO BE ACCOMPA-
NIED BY A NON-COLLUSION AFFIDA-
VIT ON THE FORM INCLUDED IN AND
EXPLAINED IN THE CONTRACT DOCU-
MENTS.

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.  THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE THE
RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS,
IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN, IT
IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.

KRIS McALOON
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $37.23

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-15-
025 to be located in Zone ORC, on the
premises known as: 205/215 North Av-
enue East, Cranford, New Jersey, Block
No. 315, Lot Nos. 1.01 and 6, has been
submitted by Wardens and Vestry of
Trinity Episcopal Church-Cranford, 205
North Avenue East, Cranford, New Jer-
sey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit:

Section 136-23.6(3)(a); Minimum park-
ing setback from street right-of-way, to-
gether with the following pre-existing con-
ditions:

Section 136-30 (Sch. 1); Minimum rear
yard.

Section 136-30 (Sch. 1); Minimum side
yard.

Section 136-30 (Sch. 1); Minimum side
yard – both sides.

Section 136-30 (Sch. 1); Minimum lot
area.

Section 136-30 (Sch. 1); Minimum lot
width.

Section 136-39; Insufficient parking.
together with such additional relief, vari-

ances, exceptions, or waivers as may be
necessary in order to permit the construc-
tion of an off-street parking area for parish-
ioners.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on Monday, March
13, 2017 at 8:15 p.m. in Room 107 of the
Cranford Township Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jer-
sey. Any person or persons affected by
this application will have an opportunity to
present any objections to the proposed
development. The Board does, however,
have the right to exclude repetitious testi-
mony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Joseph J. Triarsi, Esq.
Attorney for Applicant

1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL
SPECIAL MEETING NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Township of Scotch Plains has
scheduled a SPECIAL MEETING for Tues-
day, March 14, 2017 at 6:00 P.M. The
purpose of the meeting is for:

Executive Session
Affordable Housing Element

and  Fair Share Plan.
Formal action may be taken at these

meetings.
The meeting will be held in the 2nd Floor

Council Meeting Room at the Township
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey. The Township
of Scotch Plains does not discriminate
against persons with disabilities. Those
individuals requiring auxiliary aids and
services must notify the ADA Coordinator
of the Township of Scotch Plains as soon
as possible in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 3/2/17, The Times Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a professional service contract pursuant to
the “non-fair and open” process (N.J.S.A.
19:44A-20.5 et seq.). This contract and
Resolution No. 2017-126 authorizing said
contract are available for public inspection
at the office of the Municipal Clerk.

Awarded to: Wanda Monahan, Esquire;
Sedita, Campisano and Campisano, LLC;
Wayne Plaza 1, 145 Route 46W, Wayne,
New Jersey 07470

Service: Amend the contract for Rede-
velopment Attorney services in connec-
tion with the purchase of the Birchwood
Avenue property

Term: One (1) year term.
Fee: Not to exceed $25,000.00

Tara Rowley
Township Clerk

1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

TAKE NOTICE THAT THE MAYOR AND
COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD WILL HOLD A SPECIAL
MEETING ON TUESDAY, MARCH 7,
2017. THE PURPOSE OF THE MEETING
IS TO CONDUCT INTERVIEWS FOR THE
POSITION OF CHIEF OF POLICE. THE
INTERVIEWS WILL TAKE PLACE IN
CLOSED SESSION.

THE MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
TUESDAY, MARCH 7, 2017, AT 7:00 P.M.,
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MUNICIPAL
BUILDING, 403 SOUTH AVENUE,
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY.

ACTION WILL NOT BE TAKEN.
CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA, RMC

MUNICIPAL CLERK
1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on Janu-
ary 25, 2017 granted approval to Leo White
for improvement coverage and setback
variances as well as approval for pre-
existing lot size and setback deviations on
property at 8 Ranier Road, Fanwood, be-
ing Block 71 and Lot 17.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Mr. Leo White
8 Ranier Road

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 3/2/17, The Times Fee: $16.83

Y Kindergarten Youngsters
Celebrate 100th School Day

HAPPY 100th...100th day of school is a Kindergarten thing. Children in Stacy
Sanchez’s Kindergarten class sure had fun with their various learning projects.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA’s full-day Kindergar-
ten class, located at the Bauer
Branch in Westfield, recently cel-
ebrated the 100th day of school.

Kindergarteners had fun with vari-
ous learning projects such as build-
ing a wall of 100 cups, running laps
for 100 seconds, making pictures
out of 100 stickers, reading 100th
day books, making 100th day hats
and writing about what life will be
like when they are 100 years old.

Registration is going on now for
all Westfield Area YMCA Child
Care Education programs for the
2017-2018 school year, including
full-day early learning, preschool,
enrichment programs, kindergarten
wraparound, full-day kindergarten
and school age complements. For
more information, visit
westfieldynj.org. Additionally, tours
are available at all locations. Finan-
cial assistance is available to those
who qualify.

Scotch Plains Library to Be
Site For NJ Makers Day

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library and more than
200 participating sites across New
Jersey will celebrate making, maker
culture and STEAM-based (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts and
Math) learning during the third an-
nual NJ Makers Day on Friday and
Saturday, March 24 and 25.

The maker movement in the United
States is not just a hobby; it is having
a significant impact on school cur-
riculum development and growing
local economies by providing access
to people, information, resources and
tools that facilitate making to a wide
variety of skill levels.

Hands-on events at the Scotch
Plains Public Library will include
beading workshops, family maker
creations, a 3Doodler workshop, a
kawaii felt kitty sewing workshop
and a brushbot race. Online registra-
tion is required for these events and
will start on Monday, March 13. For
more information and to register, visit
the library website, scotlib.org/

makersday/.
In addition to the above events, on

Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., the
community is invited to try the
library’s littleBits, Makey Makeys,
button maker and Cricut machine;
attempt a marshmallow challenge and
Lego tower challenge, and make a
paperback hedgehog. No registration
is needed for these activities, but some
supplies are limited.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Genealogy Primer to Be
Topic For Old Guard

SUMMIT AREA — Patricia
Bennett, coordinator for New
Jersey’s Annual
Adoption Confer-
ence, will speak to
the Summit Old
Guard at its Tuesday,
March 7 meeting.
She will talk about
“Genealogy 101 —
Connections.”

Historically, gene-
alogy was used to es-
tablish social status
and claims to wealth
and power. It was
used to establish the
authenticity of rulers
and nobles. Many
noble ancestries were fabricated,
as by the king who traced his an-
cestry to the god Woden. Some
family trees are very long; that of
Confucius runs more than 2,500
years.

Family history is important in
some religions, as among the Mor-
mons. In America, people were in-
spired by the pioneers and nation-
builders. In Nazi Germany, family
history was used to identify people
who were of the “master race.”
Sometimes, genealogy reveals

things people do not want known,
like the actor who objected to the

revelation that his an-
cestors were slave
owners.

Pat Bennett’s grand-
parents left Europe at
the turn of the 20th
century to pursue the
American dream. With
the tools of genealogy,
a few memories of
names and places, and
a lot of luck, she can
tell the stories of those
who made i t  to
America and those
who were left behind.

All active men age
50-plus are invited to attend the
Tuesday morning meetings of the
Summit Area Old Guard. Meetings
are held at the New Providence
Municipal Center, located at 360
Elkwood Avenue, New Providence.
A coffee hour starts at 9:15 a.m.,
followed by a 10 a.m. business
meeting brightened by singing and
humor. Guest speakers begin their
talk at 10:30 a.m.

For more information, call Jim
Hewitt at (908) 233-5507 or log
onto the website
summitoldguard.org.

Patricia Bennett

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Hypertension Clinic
Set For March 14

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains township nurse will
be available at the Scotch Plains
Public Library for blood pressure
checks on Tuesday, March 14, from
10 a.m. to noon. No registration is
required.

The Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Av-
enue, in the center of the township.Probitas Verus Honos
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Historical Society to Salute
College Woman’s Club

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION...College Woman’s Club of Westfield co-
founders Mabel Sturgis, Wellesley ’02, pictured at left, and Helen French Welch,
Vassar ’14, at right, will be among the personalities discussed at the Westfield
Historical Society’s “First Wednesday” Luncheon March 8 during a program
honoring the club’s 100th anniversary.

WESTFIELD — “One Hundred
Years of the College Woman’s Club
of Westfield” will be the subject of
the Westfield Historical Society’s
monthly “First Wednesday” Lun-
cheon on Wednesday, March 8, at
noon. It will take place at the Echo
Lake Country Club, located at 515
Springfield Avenue, Westfield.

Founded in April 1917, the Col-
lege Woman’s Club (CWC) is one of
Westfield’s oldest charitable service
organizations. The club was formed
with the express purpose “to serve
the general interests of the commu-
nity and to further the higher educa-
tion of women.” Its mission contin-
ues to be to award scholarships to
young women from Westfield on the
basis of financial need, academics,
leadership and community service.

Annmarie Puleio, a CWC past
president, will present an historic
overview of the club, setting the stage

for the group’s founding on the eve
of World War I and at the height of
the suffragette movement. Special
emphasis will be given to the club’s
early years, including its founders
and first scholarship recipients.

Her talk will be illustrated with pho-
tos, news clippings and documents re-
cently uncovered through the archives
of the Westfield Historical Society. Ms.
Puleio is executive director of The Fred
C. Rummel Foundation, current chair-
woman of the CWC Scholarship Com-
mittee and a former member of the
Westfield Board of Education.

“The fact that an organization
founded by and for women before
they even had the right to vote not
only survived but thrives 100 years
later is a real testament to the fore-
sight of our founders,” said Ms.
Puleio. “The story of these spirited
women and their legacy speaks vol-
umes about Westfield’s longstanding
commitment to education.”

Those wishing to attend the lun-
cheon may make a reservation by
calling (908) 233-2930 or by e-mail
at maryao@verizon.net by noon on
Monday, March 6. The luncheon
fee is $30 for Westfield Historical
Society members and $35 for non-
members and includes a three-
course meal, coffee/tea and gratu-
ity. The luncheon fee may be paid at
the door. Westfield Historical Soci-
ety memberships also will be avail-
able at the luncheon. For informa-
tion about the College Woman’s
Club, visit cwclubwestfield.org.

For Echo Lake Country Club dress
code information, visit echolakecc.org.
For more information on Westfield
Historical Society events, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

Congregation Beth Israel
Announces Purim Services

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-
tion Beth Israel will hold age-ap-
propriate services on Saturday night,
March 11, and Sunday morning,
March 12, in celebration of the Jew-
ish holiday of Purim. Both services
are free and open to the community.

A Purim service geared for adults
will be held on March 11 at 7:30
p.m. The Megillah, the Book of
Esther traditionally read on Purim,
will be read in its entirety at this
service. Attendees are encouraged
to dress in costume as is customary
during Purim. Congregation Beth
Israel’s Men’s Club will perform a
funny Purim “spiel” (play) during
the service and will provide free
pizza and drinks.

Families with young children are
encouraged to attend Congregation
Beth Israel’s Purim service on
March 12, at 9:45 a.m., for an ab-
breviated, kid-friendly reading of
the Megillah. Children also are in-
vited to wear costumes, and there
will be a costume parade at the end
of the service.

Congregation Beth Israel is an
egalitarian Conservative syna-
gogue, serving the religious, cul-
tural, educational and social needs
of congregants from Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Westfield and surround-
ing towns. It has an active Sister-
hood, Men’s Club and youth group,
plus a wide array of programs, rang-

ing from adult education courses
to social action opportunities.

Congregation Beth Israel strives
to create an accessible environ-
ment for all. The staff, teachers
and volunteers work to ensure ac-
cess and meaningful participation
by all members of the community.

Congregation Beth Israel is lo-
cated at 18 Shalom Way, Scotch
Plains, at the corner of Martine Av-
enue. For more information, call the
synagogue office at (908) 889-1830.

Conservancy to Host
‘Bouquet in a Basket’
CRANFORD — The Hanson Park

Conservancy invites the community
to its “Bouquet in a Basket Floral
Workshop” on Wednesday, April 5,
at 7 p.m., at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center.

In this “make it and take it” pro-
gram, floral designer and Master
Gardener Pamela Newell will guide
participants in making a spring bas-
ket filled with a beautiful assort-
ment of flowers.

All supplies will be provided, but it
is suggested participants bring a sharp
knife. Interested persons are encour-
aged to sign up early online at
hansonparkconservancy.com, as reg-
istration is limited. The cost is $35 for
members of the Hanson Park Conser-
vancy and $40 for non-members.
Payment is due at the time of registra-
tion and is non-refundable.

The Cranford Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. To learn more about the
Hanson Park Conservancy, visit
hansonparkconservancy.com or like
the organization on Facebook.

Cranford Library Friends
To Celebrate ‘Star Trek’

CRANFORD — The Friends of the
Cranford Public Library will present
“A Celebration of Star Trek — The
Original Series” on Tuesday, March 7,
at 7:30 p.m. It will take place at the
Cranford Community Center, located
at 220 Walnut Avenue.

“Star Trek” celebrated its 50th an-
niversary in 2016, and its popularity
— as well as that of the many movies
and television series based on the
original — continues to this day.
Paul Cirillo of AstronomyNJ.com
will take a look back to 1966 and
share some of the highlights of the
show, talk about the cast, and reveal
some interesting facts, including the
impact “Star Trek” has had on scien-
tists and explorers of today. Addi-
tionally, there will be some trivia
questions for die-hard fans. Follow-

ing the presentation, there will be an
open discussion period for all to
share their “Star Trek” memories,
experiences and memorabilia.

Mr. Cirillo is a board member of
the New Jersey Astronomical Asso-
ciation, which operates the largest
public observatory in New Jersey.
He also is the founder of Somerset
County’s 4-H Space and Astronomy
Club and its leader for 10 years. He
has a Bachelor of Science degree
from Rutgers University and is an
outreach “Ambassador” for NASA’s
Jet Propulsion Laboratory.

Admission to the program is free
and all are welcome. To see other
upcoming programs, visit the
Cranford Public Library Web page at
cranfordlibrary.org and click on the
calendar tab.

Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
Celebrates 80th Anniversary
The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad,

the oldest volunteer squad in Union
County, will be celebrating its 80th
anniversary this year. Formed on
March 9, 1937, it was incorporated
on April 10, 1937. Since then, the
squad has answered over 75,000 calls.

It all started with a few people
who saw a need for this type of
organization in Scotch Plains;
Harold Hill, the son of one of the
founding members, is still active on
the rescue squad today. The first
ambulance was bought used from
Muhlenberg Hospital for $250. To-
day, an ambulance costs about
$205,000. This does not include all
the equipment necessary to assist
people in a medical crisis, such as
defibrillators, oxygen tanks, ban-
dages, backboards and radios, to
name just a few. Originally, this
ambulance was kept at the munici-
pal building and its members, num-
bering around twenty, would re-
spond when the siren in town
sounded. Today, the squad has 83
members and its own building, pur-
chased in 1943. After many renova-
tions and additions, this building is
now three times its original size.

Back then, members were trained
in advanced first aid. Today, train-
ing is at a much higher caliber and
active members are full Emergency
Medical Technicians (EMTs) certi-
fied by the state of New Jersey who
can do everything from setting a
broken leg to restarting a heart in
cardiac arrest. Members come from
all walks of life: doctors, nurses,
police officers, business employ-
ees, stay-at-home moms and dads,
and everything in between. The

Scotch Plains Rescue Squad also
has a strong cadet program, and
these 16- and 17-year-olds are also
trained to save lives. For others
who want to help but are not inter-
ested in direct patient care, the squad
auxiliary does a great job with hold-
ing fundraisers, like the upcoming
pancake breakfast on March 26,
providing occasional dinners to our
members on meeting nights, and
supporting the squad in general.
Anyone 14 years or older can join
this group.

Besides responding to calls, the
squad stands by at many town func-
tions. You will see its ambulances at
high school football games, concerts
on the green, the Italian Festival and
many others. Squad personnel also
give talks and tours of the ambu-
lances to Boy Scout and Girl Scout
troops, preschools and any other or-
ganization that is interested in what
they do. In addition, the rescue squad
has a large assortment of wheelchairs,
crutches, walkers and other medical
equipment which it loans out to the
community free of charge.

All of these services are made pos-
sible by the generous contributions of
the Scotch Plains community. Without
this support, the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad could not do what it does so
well. They are Neighbors Helping
Neighbors, Working for Pride, not Pay.
If you would like more information on
the rescue squad, please go to
www.ScotchPlainsRescueSquad.com
or call (908) 322-2103.

* * *
Contributing Author: Susan

Baldani, a life member of the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad.

TRIPLE TALENT...Rhythm N’ Sound will perform songs from the 1940s through
the 1980s during their appearance on Wednesday, March 8, beginning at 7 p.m.,
at the Westfield Memorial Library.

Rhythm N’ Sound Due
At Westfield Library

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street, will present the
musical revue Rhythm N’ Sound on
Wednesday, March 8, at 7 p.m.

A trio of musicians, Rhythm N’
Sound performs a host of songs rang-
ing from the 1940s to the 1980s.
They will play hits from Doo-Wop,
classic rock, rock ‘n’ roll and
Motown.

Lead vocalist Frank Resola and
his bandmates, Joe Moscato and John
D’Amaro, are all Jersey-born musi-
cians who have spent their lives per-
forming in various bands.

Two of the bandmates formed
Rhythm N’ Sound when they taught
music education in the Howell school
district. Together, the trio plays at a
variety of musical venues, libraries
and private functions across the state
of New Jersey.

This program is free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and

MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 43 librar-
ies that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Librar-
ies. Interested persons are encour-
aged to check the Westfield Memo-
rial Library’s website, wmlnj.org, and
click on the “About Us” tab to see if
their library is a MURAL partici-
pant. To register for the Rhythm N’
Sound program, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5 p.m.
on Sunday.

For more information about library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

AARP Meeting Set
Monday at Church

WESTFIELD AREA — The
Westfield Area AARP Chapter 4137
will meet on Monday, March 6, at 1
p.m., at St. John’s Baptist Church
Hall, located at 2387 Morse Avenue,
Scotch Plains.

For this meeting, either Sheriff Jo-
seph Cryan or a member of his staff
from the sheriff’s office will come to
speak about a very timely topic: iden-
tity theft and fraud. Anyone with ques-
tions about the meeting is asked to
call Ilsa Heinemeyer, president, at
(908) 322-1788.

As always, the chapter welcomes
donations of non-perishable food
items which are given to the Westfield
Food Pantry located at Holy Trinity
Interparochial School on First Street
in Westfield. The business meeting,
along with refreshments and fellow-
ship, will follow the program.

FCC Offers Sermon Series,
Two Adult Study Programs

WESTFIELD — The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield will
offer a special Sermon Series and
two Adult Studies programs in ob-
servance of Lent, the most sacred
season of the Christian tradition.
All are free and open to the public.

Beginning this Sunday, March 5,
at 10 a.m., “These 40 Days” will
explore the significance of the num-
ber 40 as it is used throughout the
Bible. Each week, the morning’s
message will examine a passage
which incorporates the number 40
and discuss its meaning spiritually
and thematically.

“The number 40 is less a literal,
numerical marker than an indica-
tion of the ‘right’ or ‘necessary’
amount of time for something,” said
the Reverend Dr. Mark Boyea, se-
nior minister. “Whether days or
years, it appears regularly in the
Bible, often as a period of trial,
testing or preparation.”

On Monday evenings beginning
March 6, at 7:30 p.m., a compan-
ion Adult Studies course will take a
more in-depth look at the previous
morning’s passage, and more fully
explore the theme of that day’s
message. The series will continue
each Monday evening until April
10, with the exception of March

27, in the church’s Chapel Lounge.
On Tuesday evenings, March 14

and 28, at 7:30 p.m., First Congre-
gational also will offer Prayer and
Meditation sessions with a special
Lenten emphasis. Using selections
from Walter Brueggemann’s devo-
tional book, “A Way Other Than
Our Own,” participants will ex-
plore alternate paths of humility,
justice and peace, followed by a
time of prayer.

First Congregational Church, a
member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer
Street, Westfield. For additional
information, call the church office
at (908) 233-2494 or visit its
website at fccofwestfield.org.

Temple to Commence
Full-Time Infant Care
WESTFIELD — Temple Emanu-

El of Westfield’s Early Childhood
Education (ECE) Program will begin
offering full-time infant care begin-
ning in September 2017.

The class will be held from 7 a.m.
to 6 p.m., Monday through Friday, all
year for babies 3 to 13 months old.
The new program will complement
the ongoing pre-school and kinder-
garten program featuring a variety of
half-day or full-day schedules.

Temple Emanu-El’s ECE is accred-
ited by NAEYC (National Associa-
tion for the Education of Young Chil-
dren) and is licensed by the State of
New Jersey. For more information,
contact Jill Cimafonte at
jcimafonte@tewnj.org or call (908)
232-7663.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns

Call for an appointment

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

www.sg-cpas.com

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Caregivers to Meet
Monday In Westfield
WESTFIELD — A support group

for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones meets on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month,
at 7:30 p.m., in the parish center of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church on
Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

The group will meet next on March
6. These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information, call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 232-1214.

Knights to Present
St. Patty’s Dinner

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold a St.
Patty’s Dinner with entertainment on
Sunday, March 19, from 1 to 5 p.m.,
at their Council Hall. The hall is lo-
cated at 37 South Avenue, Garwood.

Catered by T & L, the dinner will
include corned beef, cabbage, pota-
toes, bread, salad, dessert, soda and
coffee. There also will be Irish mu-
sic, step dancers, a tricky tray and
raffles. All donations will support
local charities.

Tickets are $25 for adults and $10
for children ages 7 to 12. Children
under age 6 may attend for free.
Chicken fingers dinners will be avail-
able for children. A cash bar with
drink specials will be featured.

Tickets can be purchased weekdays,
from 4 to 6 p.m., at the Columbian
Club of Garwood Building, 37 South
Avenue, Garwood (opposite the former
PathMark). Parking is available be-
hind the building, off Willow Avenue;
turn at Marty Shoes.

For ticket information, call (908)
789-9809 weekdays from 4 to 6 p.m.,
and for additional information, call
Mike at (908) 721-7218. Advance
ticket purchase is strongly recom-
mended.
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Michael Lanza, 35, Westfield Firefighter;

Was Beloved Husband and Father

Michael A. Lanza

Michael A. Lanza, 35, of Scotch
Plains passed away suddenly on
Wednesday, February
22, 2017.

Michael was born
and raised in Westfield
and has lived in Scotch
Plains with his family.
He graduated from
Westfield High School
in 2000 and the Union
County Fire Academy.
Michael has been a
Westfield firefighter
and EMT since July
2003. He was a mem-
ber of Local 30 FMBA.

He was the beloved
husband of Annett Lanza; the de-
voted father of Anthony and Char-
lotte, and the loving son of Glenn

and Ellen Lanza. He also will be
deeply missed by his brothers,

Brian and David; his
aunts, uncles and cous-
ins.

A Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated on
Monday, February 27, at
St .  Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations can be made to
the family for a scholar-
ship fund to be set up for
Michael’s children.

Arrangements were by
the Dooley Colonial

Home, 556 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield.

March 2, 2017

Elaine Kastner, 92, Was Beloved
Wife, Mother and Grandmother

Elaine Kastner

Elaine (Miles) Kastner, 92,
passed away Sunday, February 19,
2017. She was a longtime resident
of Cranford, where she raised five
loving children.

As a young woman,
Elaine enjoyed a career
in musical theatre and
was a featured singer
and dancer in many off-
Broadway, local stage
and USO perfor-
mances. She success-
fully auditioned for and
was offered a role with
the world-famous
Rockettes. Unfortu-
nately, due to many
family commitments,
she was unable to ac-
cept their offer.

Elaine was proud of her Irish
Catholic heritage, and as an only
child, was surrounded by her
mother, grandmother and many be-
loved aunts and uncles who helped
to raise her after her father died
when she was only 3. As a result,
her Tulip Street home was always
the center of celebration through-
out the year for immediate and ex-
tended family, friends and neigh-
bors. This was especially true dur-

ing the holidays, where many trav-
eled near and far to enjoy her leg-
endary home-cooked meals. All
were welcome, fed and nurtured at

Elaine’s table.
Mrs.  Kastner also

managed to have a ca-
reer and was a longtime
employee of Valcor En-
gineering in Springfield.

Surviving are five chil-
dren, Drew (Maureen) of
Mendham, N.J., Kevin
(Nancy) of New Smyrna
Beach, Fla., Susan Brown
(Jim) of Maplewood, N.J.,
Brian (Traci) of Westfield,
N.J., and Alan (Eileen) of
Bridgewater, N.J., and
twelve grandchildren.
Elaine was predeceased by

her beloved husband, William (Bill),
in 2004.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated on Saturday, February
25, at Saint Anne’s Church in
Garwood. Interment was at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the
Dooley Funeral Home, 218 North
Avenue West, Cranford.

March 2, 2017

Evelyn M. Bleeke, 93, Was Dedicated
Music Director, Organist, Teacher

Evelyn M. Comey Bleeke, 93, a
resident of Westfield, N.J. and of
Kennebunk, Me., passed away in her
sleep on Friday, February 24, 2017,
in Edison, N.J.

She was born in Read-
ing, Mass. on September
9, 1923. As a young girl,
Evelyn displayed im-
mense natural musical
talent and enthusiasm. By
age ten, she was playing
piano and pump organ for
church services and de-
veloping as a singer. Af-
ter she graduated from
high school, she worked
at a restaurant and con-
tinued her playing and
began singing in a close
harmony gal group, The
Melody Gems, with
whom she sang weekly
live radio broadcasts from The Copley
Plaza Hotel in Boston. She attended
Boston University, graduating with
honors including The Scarlet Key.
Boston University’s Scarlet Key
Honor Society was founded in 1938
as an activities honor society, in which
new members were voted in — or
tapped — annually by existing mem-
bers.

Evelyn spent an extra year at BU in
a special conducting program under
the tutelage of Sam Peck. To help in
the war effort Evelyn offered her con-
ducting abilities at USO dances where
she met her future husband, Donald
E. Bleeke, to whom she would be
married for nearly sixty years.

The couple moved to Arlington,
Mass., where she worked at The Con-
gregational Church and her husband
received his Master’s Degree from
Boston University. From there, they
moved their family to Dover, Del.,
where she directed the Playtex Manu-
facturing Plant Community Chorus
and accepted the position of choral
director and organist at the First Pres-
byterian Church in Dover.

In 1956 she moved with her family
to Westfield, N.J. After studying or-
gan with Wilma Jensen at Westfield’s
Methodist Church, she began work-
ing at the Congregational Church in
Westfield as the Choral Director and
the organist. She was helpful in the
purchase of their new pipe organ.
During those early years in Westfield
her musical life blossomed, where in
addition to her church duties and fam-
ily obligations, she sang recitals and
concerts, and took on operatic roles
such as the Mother in Amahl and the
Night Visitors, under the direction of
Alfredo Silipini. Maestro Silipini later
hired her as Chorus Master of The
New Jersey State Opera.

She was also selected for the posi-
tion of Conductor of the Suburban
Symphony Chorus of New Jersey in
1963. This group was originally
founded by Peter Scozio in 1962. The
name was changed when Evelyn be-
came director, to The Choral Art So-
ciety of New Jersey. Evelyn became
the heart and soul of this organiza-
tion, and due to her high standards of
excellence and her choices for a vari-
ety of great choral masterpieces, she
lead the group in the great choral
works of Bach, Handel, Haydn,
Mozart, Beethoven, Mendelssohn,
Puccini, Verdi, Vaughan Williams and
more to include over 109 master
works.

Evelyn also became the conductor
of the Westfield Glee Club and was
very active in the Musical Club of
Westfield.

Mrs. Bleeke accepted her next call-
ing as organist and director of music
at the First Baptist Church in
Westfield. This church choir per-
formed amazing works inside the
confines of a worship service. As
Evelyn would say, “God’s words
through music!” Evelyn assisted in
the transformation of the sanctuary,
the addition to the building, and the
rebuilding of the organ.

Her pioneering spirit compelled her
pursuit of growth and self-improve-
ment as she attended choral and vocal

workshops around the country, stud-
ied voice privately, took on the post
of National Treasurer of The Ameri-
can Baptist Convention, attended The
American Guild of Organists’ con-

certs, workshops and
meetings, played organ
at Temple Emanuel in
Elizabeth, and earned
her Master’s in con-
ducting and the equiva-
lent of her Doctorate at
Trenton State College.

When her youngest
children were develop-
ing, she took on yet an-
other role as a devoted
teacher of music in the
public-school system,
teaching full time for
many years at Deerfield
School in
Mountainside, David

Brearley High School in Kenilworth,
N.J., where she directed, planned and
produced 14 musicals, and then on to
Arthur L. Johnson High School in
Clark, N.J., where she was again the
choral and voice teacher. Evelyn re-
ceived many awards, including the
Governor’s Award and the Master
Teacher of the Year from the New
Jersey Music Educators Association.
When asked how she had gotten the
students to sing such difficult music,
she answered, “I just never knew stu-
dents weren’t supposed to be able to
do this.”

Evelyn retired from public school
teaching in 1983 and took an assign-
ment teaching voice and conducting
at Kean University’s Music Conser-
vatory.

Wherever she went, Evelyn brought
excellence and seemed to always cre-
ate magic with the musicians she led.

She accepted an invitation to be
music director at the First Presbyte-
rian Church of Cranford and served
for many years in what would be her
final calling as a full-time church
musician.

When she retired, she continued to
teach voice privately and was active
in the musical life in and around
Westfield and Kennebunk, Me.

Evelyn was like a Pied Piper, col-
lecting musically accomplished stu-
dents who would follow her and be-
come participants in her future musi-
cal works. She had a special way with
people, and could generate love, pas-
sion and excitement for the music
with her leadership and conducting.
Evelyn Bleeke touched the lives of
thousands of people through the years,
and is loved by many. Her excite-
ment, passion and love of music will
live on in the hearts and voices of
family and countless friends.

She was a member of several musical
groups and publicly funded organiza-
tions including the Musical Club of
Westfield and the Historical Society.

Evelyn was preceded by the death
of her husband, Donald E. Bleeke, in
2005. She is survived by her four
children, Jeffrey, Steven, Linda and
Mark; nine grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren.

A memorial service is planned for
Saturday, March 18, 2017, at 11 a.m.,
at the First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford, 11 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, N.J. 07016. There will be a
repast following the service at the
church. Afterwards she will be inurned
at Fairview Cemetery on East Broad
Street in Westfield, N.J.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made in her name to Musical Club of
Westfield/Scholarship Fund, 806
Saint Marks Avenue, Westfield, N.J.
07090, c/o Drude Crane. Or you can
go to their webpage and make your
donation online: http://
westfieldnj.com/mcw/index.htm. The
Musical Club makes available schol-
arships to gifted high school students
wishing to pursue their music studies
at the college level.

Arrangements are by Gray Funeral
Home in Cranford. Go to
grayfuneralhomes.com for online
condolences.
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Evelyn M. Bleeke

Michael D. Celock, 64, Worked In Law
Enforcement, Advised President Clinton
Michael D. Celock, 64, of Cranford,

N.J., passed away unexpectedly and
peacefully in his sleep at home on
Sunday, February 26, 2017. Born
February 12, 1953 to Mary and John
Celock in Johnson City, N.Y., he grew
up in Binghamton,
N.Y., was a graduate
of John Jay College of
Criminal Justice in
New York and had
lived in Cranford since
1983. He was the man-
aging director of the
Omega Strategic Con-
sulting Group, a man-
agement consulting
firm he founded over
three decades ago.

Prior to establishing
his company, he had
worked in state and
federal law enforcement. He was chief
investigator for the New York State
Commission on Judicial Conduct,
where his work was credited with
helping make the commission perma-
nent in the 1970s. He also was a
special agent with the New York State
Commission of Investigation, where
he was the commission’s representa-
tive to several federal task forces. He
concluded his law enforcement ca-
reer as a criminal investigator with
the U.S. Attorney’s Office in the
Southern District of New York.

In the 1990s, he worked in the
public sector on the development of
the International Crime Control Strat-
egy of 1998 as a special advisor to the
President on international corruption
issues and was named by President
Clinton as a U.S. representative to the
OCED and Global Forum on Fight-

ing Corruption, Safeguarding Integ-
rity and Security Officials. He was
also a consultant to the U.S. Depart-
ment of State Bureau of Narcotics
and Law Enforcement and the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency’s Office of

Transnational Issues.
Michael was a member

of the Association of
Former Intelligence Offic-
ers (AFIO). With his wife,
he was a co-chair of the
Niagara University Par-
ents’ Fund in 2002-2003.

Michael was a devoted
and loving husband and
father to his wife, Kathi
(Helen Katherine), and
son, John Robert.

He is survived by his
wife, Kathi, of Cranford;
his son, John, of Cranford;

his brother, John D. Celock, and part-
ner, Mark Jeffries, of Dayton, Ohio;
sister-in-law, Anna Derevjanik of
Brooklyn, N.Y.; cousins, Marilynn
and Jack Sinchak of Fairfield, Conn.
and family, Trina and Randall Smolen
of Sierra Vista, Ariz. and family, and
Sue Adams of Sierra Vista, Ariz. and
family.

Calling hours for the wake will be
Friday, March 3, from 2 to 5 p.m. and
7 to 9 p.m., at Gray Memorial Funeral
Home in Cranford. Prayers will be
held at Gray on Saturday, March 4, at
8:30 a.m., followed by a Mass of
Christian Burial at 9:30 a.m. at St.
Michael Roman Catholic Church in
Cranford. Burial will be at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield. Please go to
www.grayfuneralhomes.com to view
Michael’s Life Tribute.
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Michael D. Celock

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000557

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-30918-07

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR NOMURA
HOME EQUALITY LOANS, INC.; HOME EQ-
UITY LOAN TRUST, SERIES 2005-HE1

VS.
Defendant: CAROL SHEPPARD; WILLIAM

W. SHEPPARD
Sale Date: 03/22/2017
Writ of Execution: 03/09/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Sixty-Nine Thousand Nine Hundred Eighty-Five
and 48/100*** $169,985.48.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of FANWOOD, County of UNION, State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 225
TILLOTSON ROAD, FANWOOD, NEW JER-
SEY 07023-1431.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 10, BLOCK 46 on the
official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of FANWOOD.

Dimensions: 150.15 Feet x 59.64 Feet x 19.61
Feet x 128.11 Feet x 75.0 Feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Westfield Road.
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Ninety-Four

Thousand Fifty-One and 05/100*** $294,051.05
together with lawful interest and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 02/23, 03/02, 03/09
& 03/16/17 Fee: $197.88

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000582

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-47769-13

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS INDENTURE TRUSTEE FOR C-BASS
MORTGAGE LOAN ASSET-BACKED NOTES,
SERIES 2001-CB4

VS.
Defendant: RICHARD F. POLESE, JOAN

POLESE, THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
JORITA MANUFACTURING CO. INC., PN
BANK, N.A., MUHLENBERG HOSPITAL,
EQUAIANT FINANCIAL SERVICES INC., NEW
JERSEY PRECISION TECH INC., ANESTHE-
SIA ASSOCIATES OR MORRISTOWN, MOR-
RIS GOLDSTEIN, PAUL MCLAUGHLIN

Sale Date: 03/29/2017
Writ of Execution: 11/10/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Three Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty-Nine and
83/100*** $803,759.83.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, in
the State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 10
Colonial Drive, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

TAX LOT # 32, Block # 12101.
Prior Lot # 32, Prior Block # 314.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 000.925 AC’
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Terrill Road.
Taxes: Current through 4th Quarter of 2016*
*Plus interest on these figures through date of

payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Thirty-Five
Thousand Seventeen and 04/100*** $835,017.04
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN & EISEN BERG, PC
1040 NORTH KINGS HIGHWAY
SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL, NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 03/02, 03/09, 03/16
& 03/23/17 Fee: $183.60

Carolyn M. Brelinsky, 75, Longtime
Resident of Westfield and Fanwood

Carolyn M. Brelinsky

Carolyn M. Brelinsky “Sis,” age
75, of Fanwood, N.J., died peace-
fully on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 11, 2017, at her
home in Lewes, Del. She
was born in Nanticoke,
Pa., on July 10, 1941,
daughter of the late Ed-
ward and Leona (Au-
gust) Labenski.

Carol  l ived in
Fanwood for 40 years
before moving to Lewes
nine years ago.

Carol was a graduate
of Westfield High
School and a longtime
employee at Snuffy’s in
Scotch Plains. She loved being an
active supporter of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Soccer Association
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Raiders Soccer Team,

and cherished the friendships she
made during her support of both

programs. Carol lived
a full life and was hap-
piest during her time
with family and friends.

Carol is survived by
her husband, Robert
Brelinsky; her sons,
Scott, Corey and Jason;
her brother, Edward
Labenski, and his wife,
Susan, and her grand-
son, Zachary.

Arrangements were
handled by Parsell Fu-
neral Home of Lewes,
Del. Please visit Mrs.

Brelinsky’s life memorial webpage
and sign her online guestbook at
parsellfuneralhomes.com.
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Grant H. Lennox

Col. Grant Lennox (USMC, Ret.), P.E.;
Mountainside BOE Past President

Grant H. Lennox died on Thursday,
February 16, 2017, in Lenox, Mass., at
the age of 94. Grant was born in Eliza-
beth, N.J. to Arthur Hubert Lennox
and Floral Herbert Lennox, and grew
up in Roselle and Spring-
field, N.J. He graduated
from Jonathan Dayton
High School (Springfield)
in 1940 and Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute in
1944. He served with the
1st Marine Division in the
Pacific (Okinawa) during
World War II, at the post-
war occupation of China,
then helped engineer the
construction of what is
now the USMC Moun-
tain Warfare Training
Center at Pickel Meadow
in California. He re-
mained an active member of the USMC
reserves until his retirement in 1982,
serving as the commanding officer of
a battalion based in Port Newark, N.J.

Following the war he moved to
Mountainside, N.J. and enjoyed sum-
mers at Lake Hopatcong, N.J. and
East Marion, N.Y. He joined his fa-
ther Arthur’s civil engineering firm,
Lennox Associates (Springfield and
Lake Hopatcong, N.J.), after the war
and took over when his father retired.
As the town engineer in Mountainside
he was responsible for naming some
of the streets such as Raccoon Hol-
low and Whippoorwill Way. He also
did a term as the town engineer in
Jefferson Township. Grant was a
founding member of the Community
Presbyterian Church of Mountainside,
Past Commodore of the Lake
Hopatcong Yacht Club, past presi-
dent of the Mountainside Board of

Education, and past president of the
Springfield Rotary. He was a member
of the Orient (N.Y.) Congregational
Church and a member of the Ancient
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freema-

sonry. He volunteered
for the Mountainside
Little League, was a Boy
Scout leader and was a
longtime member of the
LHYC Race Commit-
tee. He was a highly
skilled woodworker and
carpenter.

In addition to his for-
mal volunteer activities,
Grant lovingly served as
an informal adoptive fa-
ther and grandfather to
many who had previ-
ously lost theirs, and will
especially be missed by

Pam Colberg of Southern Pines, S.C.,
Kathy Greene Dahms of South Port-
land, Me. and Sherry Greene Starr of
West Barnstable, Mass. His sense of
humor, zest and passion for life and
those he loved were truly remarkable.

Grant was predeceased by his wife
of 50 years, Elizabeth (Bette) Foster
Lennox. He leaves behind his chil-
dren, Arthur and Lorrie Lennox of
Naples, Fla., Dean and Libby Lennox
of Chatham, N.J. and Barbara and
Hal Westwood of Plainfield, Mass.
Also surviving are eight grandchil-
dren and two great-grandchildren.

Funeral services for Col. Grant
Herbert Lennox will be private. Those
wishing to donate in Grant’s memory
may contact Doctors Without Borders,
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/
, or the Lake Hopatcong Yacht Club
Historical Foundation, P.O. Box 133,
Landing, N.J. 07850.

Arrangements are by Dery Funeral
Home of Pittsfield, Mass.
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Rev. Charles Brackbill, Jr., 95, Pastor;
Was Active In Religious Broadcasting

Reverend Brackbill

The Reverend Charles Brackbill,
Jr., 95, of Mountainside, N.J., passed
away peacefully, sur-
rounded by his family,
on Sunday, February 19,
2017.

Born in Philadelphia,
Pa. and raised a Menno-
nite, he went on to take
his degree from Princeton
Seminary and was called
as pastor to the Madison
Avenue Presbyterian
Church in Elizabeth, N.J.
In his lengthy career, he
served as a Presbyterian
pastor to seven New Jer-
sey churches.

He organized and be-
came Director of Broad-
casting for the Synod of New Jersey
in 1954, and from 1961 to 1973, he
was Head of Programming in the Di-
vision of Mass Media for the national
Presbyterian Church. With humorist
Stan Freberg, he created the first 30-
and 60-second radio and TV spots for
religious messages.

Over the years he received six top
national awards for his creative work
from commercial broadcasting and
advertising fraternities. He also wrote
and delivered the Presbyterian testi-
mony at the U.S. Senate hearings to
establish the Public Broadcasting
System.

In 1973, with his partner Dick Gil-
bert, Reverend Brackbill formed the

American Values Insti-
tute, a media consulting
company, working with
religious and secular cli-
ents, all the while preach-
ing at churches in New
Jersey. Among many
projects were the writ-
ing and producing of a
TV documentary about
the Dead Sea Scrolls and
dramatizations of the
story of Jesus (both
filmed in Israel), as well
as humorous animated
spots about aging, racial
justice, divorce and
single parenting. The In-

stitute did script consultation on the
NBC mini-series “A.D.” and orga-
nized conferences for both NBC and
ABC. Projects were also done for
various religious denominations.

In 2004, Reverend Brackbill came
back to Elizabeth, N.J., to the Old First
Presbyterian Church. He recognized
that major repairs were needed for its
Parish House, the site of a social ser-
vice ministry, and started raising funds
for a restoration project that included
the Parish House, repairs to the church
itself, replacement of the church
steeple, and restorations in the state’s
largest existing Colonial cemetery. As
the final section of the new steeple was
being installed, in their report about
the restoration project, The New York
Times quoted Reverend Brackbill as
saying, “It’s not a dead church here,
celebrating itself for having survived
this long. It may be ailing, it may be
hurting, but it’s here for a reason, and
somehow we want this steeple to stand
for that, for some kind of active caring
for the people who are here now and
not just those who were here 300 years
ago.”

With his inimitable wit and wisdom,
Reverend Brackbill touched countless
lives through his ministry, providing
comfort in hard times and helping to
celebrate life’s happy moments.

He is survived by his wife, Ann
Brackbill; his daughter, Lori
Brackbill Kundrat (George); grand-
sons, Justin Kundrat and Andrew
Kundrat; stepsons, Jon Capasso
(Teresa) and Chris Capasso (Robin);
stepdaughter, Lee Prete (Phil), and
step-grandchildren, Alex Capasso
(Kristin) and Julia Capasso.

A memorial service honoring and
celebrating his life will be held at the
Community Presbyterian Church in
Mountainside on Saturday, April 22,
2017, at 11 a.m. You may go to
grayfuneralhomes.com for updates
and online condolences.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000617

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-052666-10

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK TRUST, N.A. AS
TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPA-
TION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: ERIC M. HIRSCH; RACHEL MF.

MORLING; PNC BANK; STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY

Sale Date: 03/29/2017
Writ of Execution: 12/20/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty-Eight Thousand Four Hundred Sixty-Three
and 06/100*** $558,463.06.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of FANWOOD, County of UNION, State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 131 KING
STREET, FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023-
1500.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 7, BLOCK 101 on the
official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of FAN WOOD.

Dimensions: 96.65 feet X 42.87 feet X 123.78
feet X 61.70 feet X 51.63 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Helen Street.
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Seventy-Five

Thousand Nine Hundred Fifteen and 89/100***
$575,915.89 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 03/02, 03/09, 03/16
& 03/23/17 Fee: $199.92

Mary Bemis, 93
Mary Bemis (née Hurd), 93, for-

merly of El Paso, Tex., currently liv-
ing in Westfield, N.J., passed away
peacefully of natural causes on Fri-
day, February 17.

She is survived by two daughters,
Barbara Anne Valintis and Martha
Gene Wall; two grandchildren, Kelly
Anne Zambrano and Sean Wall,
along with two great-grandsons, Sean
Michael Wall and Lucas Anthony
Zambrano.

March 2, 2017
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This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

SAVE $100
WHEN YOU CALL BEFORE 4/30/17*

©2017 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. 

SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of 

the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these 

Evaluation, new students only. 

Personalized Attention. Proven Results. 

GET THE BEST 
REPORT CARD EVER!
GET HELP NOW!

  Free consultation

  Comprehensive academic 
evaluation

  Personalized tutoring

  Flexible payment options for 
all budgets

Tutoring
Reading and Phonics - Writing - Math 

Study Skills - Algebra - Geometry 

Trigonometry - Calculus - Biology 

Chemistry - ADHD support - More

ACT - SAT - PSAT/NMSQT - AP - GED 

ASVAB - High School Entrance Exams

1.800.CAN.LEARN
www.HuntingtonHelps.com

SPRINGFIELD
973-258-0100

MORRISTOWN
973-292-9500

LIVINGSTON
973-994-2900

BRIDGEWATER
908-725-3900

EDISON
732-906-0900

VERONA
973-785-8700

By ZOE RADER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

I began my first day in Western
Kenya jetlagged and hungry. Luckily,
my mom prioritized protein bars and
packaged cereal over an extra shirt in
her luggage. I downed a bag of
Cheerios and we trudged through the
day; it was this strange juxtaposition
of amazement and just-let-me-crawl-
into-my-bed-already irritability.

The company my mom works for,
Vestergaard, was beginning their an-
nual Follow the Liters campaign: a
massive distribution of their innova-
tive product, LifeStraw Community
that filters large amounts of con-
taminated water. I was along for the
ride; an aspiring, pesky journalist
and daughter of the communications
director who barely managed to fill a
volunteer spot. Throughout the week,
I would find myself utterly amazed
as we traveled to countless schools,
received overwhelmingly grateful re-
actions to the filters and met some of
the most amazing and inspiring stu-
dents. I would be introduced to in-
credibly smart and kind locals who

were impassioned by an unyielding
sense of community and genuine hap-
piness. I would open my eyes to
adversities I could never have imag-
ined existed—adversities completely
foreign to a white privileged girl
from northern New Jersey.

Nevertheless, nothing impacted me
more than what I learned in a two-
hour training session.

As expected, they familiarized us
with basic Kenyan formalities: Greet
someone with a firm shake and eye
contact, jambo means hello and if the
principal offers you a soda it is polite
to drink it (after three lukewarm Sprites
in the field, my mom and I would
sneakily pour them out to aid our grow-
ing dehydration). But then we diverged
into a conversation about the Kenyan
education system. I learned that
Kenyan schools don’t have basic sup-
plies—sometimes they don’t even have
classrooms. I learned that often the
ratio of teachers to students is 1:120. I
learned that young girls are forced to
stay home from school during their
menstrual cycles because they cannot
afford basic feminine products.

When we arrived at each school
everything they had said—the chill-
jerking facts that I pretended were not
true—came to life. I saw shoeless
children with meager backpacks and
a torn notebook. The classrooms were
small and sparing; some didn’t have
doors, others had broken glass win-
dows that were waiting for the blood
of an innocent hand. The teachers
were kind, but clearly tired.

Now is the part where I am supposed
to say how lucky I am to be a student in
Westfield, New Jersey. But, I can’t just
say that. It doesn’t equate to how lucky
I am and how grateful I really should be.

I am a student. I am one of those
kids. But, I go to school every day
yawning or complaining or wishing
the day was over. I open up my back-
pack to a world of supplies and go to
Spanish class irritably dreading the
absence of air conditioning in that
room. I do my homework half-
heartedly or with annoyance. I’m not
saying all this will change with my
undoubtedly eye-opening experience,
but I do think it will make me more
appreciative. It will make me walk
into my four-walled, lit classrooms
with a slight smile and look at my peers
with a less fierce-like competitive-
ness. It will make me drink a Sprite
when it is given to me, kindly and out
of pure gratitude, by the hand of a
teacher who instructs 120 students eight
hours a day in the equatorial heat.
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John F. Hogan, III, 83, Was Former
Resident of Westfield For 38 Years

John F. Hogan III

John F. Hogan III (Jack) peacefully
passed away while at the VNA Hos-
pice House of Vero Beach, Fla., on
Thursday, February 23, 2017, at the
age of 83. Jack will always be known
for his outgoing personality, friendly
smile and great sense of
humor. He resided in
Vero Beach after retiring
there from Westfield, N.J.

Jack was born on No-
vember 8, 1933 in
Norristown, Pa., to
Veronica and John F.
Hogan II. He graduated
from Norristown High
School, and later, Penn
State University. Jack
was on his high school
baseball team and also
played in the American
Legion league. While at
Penn State, he was a
member of the Phi Gamma Delta Fra-
ternity and the Penn State Lacrosse
team. He studied chemical engineer-
ing and graduated in 1955. Jack was a
lifelong Nittany Lion fan and was able
to attend many football games as an
alumni. On most fall Saturday after-
noons, he could be found watching his
football team play on television while
wearing his Penn State shirt. He was a
Nittany Lion Club and Penn State
Alumni Association life member.

Jack served in the U.S. Navy from
1955 to 1962 as a lieutenant in the
Communications Division. Jack be-
came a naval officer after completing
Officers Candidate School in New-
port, R.I. He was stationed in Hawaii
and California and spent a month-
long tour of the Pacific SE with Ad-
miral H.G. Hopwood. He was attached
to the USS Thetis Bay helicopter car-
rier. Later in life, he continued his
involvement with the Navy by join-
ing the Navy League, Treasure Coast
Council in Vero Beach, Fla., where he
served on the board of directors. Jack
was recently honored by the VNA for
his military service.

Jack married his wife of 60 years,
Joan Walker Hogan, also of
Norristown, Pa., in 1956. She was the
center of his life and their marriage
bond remained strong over the years.
After several years in Cincinnati, Ohio
with Sun Oil Company, the Hogans
transferred to Westfield, N.J., where
they lived for 38 years. He and Joan
were members of the Westfield Ten-
nis Club and Echo Lake Country Club,
where they spent many hours of so-
cial (and competitive) play. Jack was
a sales and marketing manager for
Sun Oil for 20 years and a global sales
manager for Witco Chemical Corp.
for 25 years. His business took him to
international locations, such as Rus-
sia, Australia and England. Jack al-
ways excelled in business negotia-
tions with his clients. He officially
retired but remained as a consultant
for Witco for two more years.

In 1998, the Hogans moved to
Grand Harbor in Vero Beach, Fla.
Jack enjoyed playing golf and bocce
with his friends at Grand Harbor as
well as attending meetings of the
Grand Harbor Audubon Club. He also
made annual trips to watch spring
training games of his beloved New
York Mets in nearby Port St. Lucie.
He and his wife enjoyed traveling
abroad, most recently to Spain/Por-
tugal and a trip to Ireland with their
daughters. Jack was always proud of

his Irish heritage and was thrilled to
travel to the land of his relatives. Jack
and Joan enjoyed performances at
Riverside Theatre, Space Coast Sym-
phony and the Distinguished Speaker
series. They are members of St. Mark’s

Anglican Church in Vero
Beach, Fla. Jack volun-
teered and held leadership
roles in various civic and
charitable organizations
in Westfield and Vero
Beach, such as the
Westfield Jaycees, the
Joint Civic Committee,
the Indian River Neigh-
borhood Association,
Christ Church and Trinity
Episcopal Church. After
Hurricanes Frances and
Jean hit the area, Jack was
in charge of the roof res-
toration for the Newport

Island Homeowners Association. He
was a member of the Eagle Society
for the Indian River Medical Center.

Jack is survived by his wife, Joan;
daughters, Valerie Hogan Casillas
(David) of Dallas, Tex. and Kimberly
Hogan of San Francisco, Calif., and
his grandson, Kyle John Casillas.
Jack’s family meant everything to him
and he had an especially close rela-
tionship with his two daughters. He
loved to listen to Kim play the piano.
He was extremely proud of his
grandson’s accomplishments in
school, on the lacrosse field and in the
Phi Gamma Delta fraternity.

A memorial service will be held at
St. Mark’s Anglican Church, 1795
45th Street, Vero Beach, Fla., today,
Thursday, March 2, 2017, at 11 a.m.
A reception will follow at Grand Har-
bor Golf and Beach Club. Memorial
donations may be made to the Grand
Harbor Community Outreach Pro-
gram, the Alzheimer & Parkinson As-
sociation of Indian River County or a
charity of your choice.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of Strunk Funeral Home and Cre-
matory of Vero Beach. An online
guestbook may be signed at
www.strunkfuneralhome.com.

March 2, 2017

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000598

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-39022-08

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION AS TRUSTEE FOR THE STRUCTURED
ASSE INVESTMENT LOAN TRUST, 2005-8

VS.
Defendant: JAMES LANGTON; MARY JANE

LANGTON; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA;
WELLS FARGO BANK NA, SUCCESSOR BY
MERGER TO WELLS FARGO BANK MINNE-
SOTA, N.A. AS TRUSTEE FOR THE REGIS-
TERED HOLDERS OF SALOMON BROTHERS
MORTGAGE SECURITIES VII, INC COMMER-
CIAL MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATE SERIES 2000 C1

Sale Date: 03/29/2017
Writ of Execution: 12/08/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million Twelve
Thousand Six Hundred Eighty-Four and 70/100***
$1,012,684.70.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN of
WESTFIELD, County of UNION, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 1613
GRANDVIEW AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY 07090.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 7, BLOCK 5702 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWN of WESTFIELD.

Dimensions: 100.00 feet X 100.00 feet X 100.00
feet X 100.00 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Connecticut Street.
Advertise subject to prior mortgage: NONE.
Advertise subject to prior lien: NONE.
Advertise subject USA’s right of redemption:

Pursuant to 28, U.S.C. Section 2410, this sale is
subject to a 120 day right of redemption held by
the United States of America by virtue of the
Internal Revenue Service Lien: Federal Tax Lien:
Department of the Treasury-Internal Revenue
Service versus James H. Langton, et. al., dated
11/08/2005 and recorded 11/18/2005 Book:
FL0192, Page 0855 in the amount of $67,270.31.

Total Upset:  ***One Million Thirty-Eight Thou-
sand Two Hundred Eighty-Eight and 63/100***
$1,038,288.63 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 03/02, 03/09, 03/16
& 03/23/17 Fee: $240.72

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17000487

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-010705-13

Plaintiff: VALLEY NATIONAL BANK (JUDGE-
MENT WAS ENTERED IN FAVOR OF WELLS
FARGO BANK, N.A.)

VS.
Defendant: MAUREEN CICIO AND MR. CICIO

HUSBAND OF MAUREEN CICIO; WELLS
FARGO BANK, N.A. (“WELLS FARGO”); IVO
OLIVERIA AND JOHN LEUTHOLD, TENANT,
SAID NAME “JOHN” BEING FICTITIOUS

Sale Date: 03/22/2017
Writ of Execution: 12/04/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Fifteen Thousand Eight Hundred Forty-Five and
48/100*** $215,845.48.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN of
WESTFIELD, County of UNION, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 541 DOWNER
STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090-
4112.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 10, BLOCK 2708 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWN of WESTFIELD.

Dimensions: 145.50 Feet x 26.00 Feet x 145.50
Feet x 26.00 Feet.

Nearest Cross Street: PALSTED AVENUE
Final Judgment was entered in favor of Wells

Fargo Bank, N.A. in the within referenced case
by virtue of Order filed December 4, 2015.

Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Twenty-Two
Thousand Eight Hundred Eighty-Seven and 27/
100*** $222,887.27 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 02/23, 03/02, 03/09
& 03/16/17 Fee: $212.16

McKinley Earns
Viterbi Dean’s List

LOS ANGELES, C.A. – John
(Jack) McKinley has earned a place
on the Fall 2016 Dean’s List at USC
Viterbi. The minimum GPA to attain
the dean’s list is 3.5.

Jack is majoring in Industrial and
Systems Engineering and minoring
in Entrepreneurship.

Grade 8
Distinguished Honor Roll

Kristen L. Adams, Kyra H. Antonello,
Mia Aponte, Elena A. Balecha, Abigail
Binaday, Gabriel Carrascoso, Luke
Checchio, Emma Chichester, Haley Cino,
Abigail Conklin, John Michael S
Cristobal, Amit Deshpande, Owen
Ferrone, Dennis Gannon, Ava Hausle,
Elisa Jo Herstatt, Hannah Kriney, Sophia
Lama, Rebecca H. Lancaster, Hadley K.
Moran, Brendan T. Mullany, Jayden
Nyamiaka, Emma Philip, Cory A. Phillips,
Faith Price, David E. Riedell, Hadley G.
Rose, Chloe D. Rousseau, Jessica
Schramm, Alessandra Serio, Sukriti
Srinivasa, Alexa P Vierschilling, Hayden
C. Widder, Zackery Wong, Justin
Zimmerman

Grade 8
Honor Roll

Grace Abdy, Thomas Agueros,
Akinbusola A. Akinwunmi, Chloe A. Alce,
Adam Ali, Maya V Ardila, Kotey Ashie,
Kayla R Avila, Lydia K. Baik, Anjila
Banks, Lindsey Bartley, Ethan H.
Berkman, Zachary J. Billotto, Dylan
Bordman, Kristian A. Borysiak, Brandon
J. Bowles, Lauren Brenner, Erika Bretz,
Nicole T. Britt, Marissa M. Burton, Sydney
Byers, Olivia Calcaterra, Hunter C.
Cardenas, Kaelie Chung, Christopher
Ciccarello, Devin A. Cooke, Vincent
Cucci, Eric Cunningham, Joseph Decker,
Rhythm A. Desai, Jonathan Dionisio,
Matthew R Drubulis, Ryan Duthie, Mel-
issa E. Falk, Colin Fanning, David Farin,
Alexander Joseph Fazzino, Mary
Katherine Fazzino, Lenore Ferguson,
Besnik Ferizi, Daniel Ferrone, Olivia
Fiore, Claire K. Fisher, Jacob Fleischer,
Monica C. Forman, Joshua T. Garcia,
Jade Glassman, Brendan Huszcza, Seth
Jahnke, Ian Joshua, Chloe Kaminsky, Sean
Kennedy, Shruti Khandelwal, Paul
Koizumi, Josephine O. Kole-Emmanuel,
Shelby Kumpf, Sean Lage, Megan
Lahetta, Elisa Laurenzano, Maura Leahy,
Cynthia Y Liang, Joseph Linder, Dallas
Lorenzetti, Jordan A. Lowe, Jolie Lubalin,
Isabella R Lyons, Alexa Mach, Lucas
Mackey, Jordan N. Matty, William Mauer,
Patricia McHugh, Kali A. McKinney,
Natalie Mikula, Jack Morel, Sabrina
Negley, Holly Nelson, Sabrina Ngu,
Kaitlyn S Otero, Elias Pahountis, Kayla
Paprocki, Ethan Pawelec, Ryan Price,
Lucien Prophete, Hana Ramjohn, Kaitlyn
Reilly, Sarai Reuben, Brian Roessle,
Amanda Rossi, Emma Route, Nicolas
Ruggiero, Gianna Salgado, Paul A.
Schiumo, Simone Schomberg, Daniel J.
Sicinski, Mateusz Sierant, Margaret M.
Smith, Madison-Anne C. StaRosa, Nicho-
las Susino, Nicholas Tittanegro, Justin
Tran, Benjamin T. Tucker, Jamie Valian,
Abraham A. Valverde, Daniel F.
Villacreses-Montoya, Andrew Villardi,
David J. Wernsing, Kaci L. White,
Jonathan M. Wiener, Quinn Williamson,
Taylor G. Winslow, Aidan Young

Grade 7
Distinguished Honor Roll

Kaitlyn Acevedo, Joseph M. Baldwin,
Rachel Barattucci, Thomas J. Baylock,
Joseph Berry, Moumit Bhattacharjee,
Stephanie V Brown, Isabella G. Cukrow,
Luka Culjak, Lila Dasi, Ashley S
DeFrancesco, Jake M. DeGaetano, Eve
Delaney, Julia DeVizio, Francesca
DiLollo, Isabella DiLollo, Lily J. Dimon,
Robert Dobies, Terence M. Downey, Riley
Dwyer, Lindsay Edelman, Alexa Fazio,
Emily Friscia, Charles Garrett, Evan
Gomillion, Thomas Granville, Lauren
Hahn, Adam Hamad, Chloe Howell, Julia
Jackson, Quinn Jackson, Benjamin R Jiras,
Nina Johnson, Sherin Kachroo, Maeve
Kahora, Zoe S Kekelis, Grace Kennedy,
Alyona Kladova, Taylor Klein, Richa
Kulkarni, Rica Briana T. Lopez, Jackson
Lubalin, Marlaina Martucci, Gianna N.
Mavilla, Kaitlyn Mohabir, Nirayka
Monga, Jazlyn Navarro, Christian L.
Normant, Alessia Novello, Sophia
Novello, Charlotte Pollack, Erika Powell,
Conor Reilly, Aidan Robertson, Julia
Rosen, Thomas Savoca, Jake Schunke,
Benjamin Seidenberg, Amelia Sherman,
Marisa Singh, Benedetto Skirde, Natalie
Skolar, Alexander Smith, Joshua Sokolsky,
Anna Szczuka, Jason Tannenbaum, Aidan
Robert Trenery, Jason Trivisonno, Mor-
gan Tsin, Emily Walsh, Alyssa Warbeck,
Stella Whitefield, Dorothy Wilson, Kerrin
Wojcik, Emily Wyrwa, Emily Yang, An-
thony T. Zhang, Katarina Zikas

Grade 7
Honor Roll

Anas Abdelkader, Robert Chase Alber,
Ramy Alhamrawy, Olivia N. Alvarez,

Ryan Au, Matthew Elias Bender, Ava
Berry, Mourik Bhattacharjee, Aiden
Birnbaum, Jordynn Blackwell, Benjamin
T. Briel, Camila Cabrera, Ciro O.
Casimiro, Ryan Chaillet Grande, Kelly
Chesky, Zoe Chrisostomides, Benjamin
Cohen, Kaelin Cunningham, Brenna R
DeProspero, Jonathan V Dickstein, Olivia
Fleischer, Joshua Friedson, Katelyn H.
Gaulin, Alicia Goff, David L. Green,
Natalie Green, Michael C. Hagopian,
Zachary Harmer, Emily Hayeck, Gisele
Herb, Connor Hoffman, Ava Jacobsen,
Madeline Joe, Briajohnae Jones, Brendan
Michael Karyczak, Francesca Kastanos,
Yatharth Kaushik, Cecelia Kelly, Ryan
Koehler, Ethan Koseoglu, Jonathan I.
Kother, Erica Lee, Melanie L. Lowell,
Zachary Mawby, Wilbur Albert May,
Marin B. McAlindin, Connor P McCreesh,
Madalyn F. McEvoy, Kenneth Nelson,
Therese C. Nitro, Olivia Ong, Giacomo
Pares, Elizabeth Parvin, Andrew Perper,
Sara Pham, Grace Rehrer, Thomas Ricci,
Maggie Richter, Jackson Riedell, Gianna
Riefler, Kayleigh Robinson, Benjamin
Rodriguez, Samantha R. Ruane, Emilia
Saccento, Andrew Seith, Dante Silva,
Connor Spellman, John Stellakis, Marcos
J. Trujillo, Aaron Tsvayberg, John T.
Vangeli, Johnathan Vu, Richard J. Watt,
Jaine Williams, Julia Zambrio, David
Zhurbinsky

Grade 6
Distinguished Honor Roll

Amanda Abdelmalak, Hasan Ali, Naa
Dei Ashie, Abigail Balagot, Andrew
Bartley, Riley Bhatia, Ava C. Billotto,
Isabella A. Blake, Kylie Byers, Lily
Camacho, Claire E. Cassidy, Ryan Cawley,
Nicholas Champagne, Helena Chan, Cara
Checchio, Kendall A. Chiang, Samuel
Chichester, Zachary Chung, Alexa Chuy,
Samuel E. Cohen, Piper Conklin, Mia
Cutaia, Rushil Paresh Damania, Disha
Debnath, Ivana Delgado-Arvelo, Theresa
R. DeVall, Madison Diaz, Madeline
Disalvo, Olivia Eckstine, Olivia A.
Encarnacion, Jack Fallo, Carter Fallon,
Emma Wei-Xin Fang, Shaylin M. Farley,
Sean Ferrone, Lily Friebely, Emmet Fynes,
Sophia Gallo, Sienna Garcia, Grace E.
Germinder, Ella J. Goldstein, Jessica Gui,
Leah Herb, Emily E. Homer, Luke Kalafat,
Justin H. Koizumi, Lucia C. Laumbach,
Gavin Lesnevich, Allison Lesser, Ava
Mach, Shehzad Madraswalla, Mikayla
Mari, Dylan Mathew, Ella Mauer, Nicho-
las A. Mendolia, Meagan Migliaccio, Ali-
cia Murphy, Matthew J. Murray, Jessica
Navarro, Emma Nobile, Dylan Patel, Jay
Patel, Ella E. Platts, Zoe Quraishi,
Katherine Ramalho, Vikram Ravishankar,
Peter Reilly, Jordana Reisberg, Kady
Rettino, Morgan Ritter, Asmita Sharma,
Mireille Silva, Jay Landon Slack, Dominic
Souza, Alicia Alba Valenciano, Bianca L.
Valente, Jayleen Velez, Ketevan
Vepkhvadze, Gabriella N. Virga, Marga-
ret C. Whitney, Georgia Williamson, Dylan
Young, Andy Zhu, Mattingly Zullo

Grade 6
Honor Roll

Jason Abate, Isabella Bella Amari,
Alyssa Rae Barbossa, Ryan J.
Baumgartner, Stephan C. Baumgartner,
Grace Beirne, Jenai M. Berry, Elisa R
Bianco, Aaron Binaday, Ryan
Caponigro, Orencia Casimiro,
Alexandra Chouinard, Syona Dalvi,
Davyd Dasi, Brianna G. Davey, Joseph
W DeSantis, Matthew Dolowy, Julia
M. Encarnacion, Matthew Fela, Ro-
man Fiore, Maxwell Fountain, Meghan
Daniella Garrido, Zachary Gray,
Braden Griffith, Katelyn Haggerty,
Paige Hagman, Rudolph B. Hall, Annie
Hansen, Trevor J. Headrick, Camila A.
Hernandez, Maximilian Ho, Kevin
Indoe, Aidan Keough, Matthew
Laurenzano, Veronica Legerme, Alina
G. Lessing, Wesley Lewis, Andres
Lopez, John Paul Lopez, Austin
Lorenzetti, Daniel Mahr, Kamil Alberto
Martinez, Marco Martoccia, Kaelan
A. Mattos, Julianna Mayer, Morgan
McArdle, Isabel H. McEvoy, Thomas
Metzger, Amaya Miller, Patrick
Mitchell, Jada Montgomery, Danielle
Most, Ava Niemczyk, Alden Nyamiaka,
Katelyn Oser, Abimbola M. Oyerogba,
Sarah M. Paolella, Nefeli Pappas,
Timothy W. Paprocki, Robert A.
Principe, Alexandra Reinemann, Luke
San Juan, Steven Shawkan, Andrew K.
Smith, Safiya Syed, Hazel Thurman,
Anthony Tittanegro, Gianna M. Tucker,
Lauren Verrastro, Riley Vierschilling,
Morgan L. Virgil, Maya B. Viscardi-
Carelse, Nathan Ward, Elijah Ware,
Sophie E. White

Honor Roll
Park Middle School - 2nd Marking Period

YOUNG AUTHORS...First graders at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison
presented their own written work and illustrations at class publishing parties in
Lower Snowdon. The students went through the entire writing process, beginning
with a rough draft and various stages of editing. Pictured above, Stella DeSantis
of Westfield shares her book during the publishing party.

Garwood Announces
Kindergarten Registration

GARWOOD – Registration for
kindergarten for September 2017
will take place Tuesday, March 7 to
Tuesday, March 14 from 9 a.m. to
11 a.m. and from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

To expedite registration, forms
may be obtained from the Garwood
Schools website at
www.garwoodschools.org. Children
turning five by October 1, 2017
may be registered for kindergarten.

The following documents are re-
quired for student registration: An
original and a copy of the child’s
birth certificate and current immu-
nization records.

The following are required
proofs which may be used to estab-
lish residency and/or domicile in
Garwood: Mortgage, lease or rental
agreement with Garwood address;
and two or more of the following:
utility bill in your name with a
Garwood address, credit card bill
in your name at a Garwood ad-
dress, voter registration card in
your name with a Garwood ad-
dress, driver’s license in your name
with a Garwood address, vehicle
registration in your name with a
Garwood address, bank account in
your name with a Garwood ad-
dress, Federal or State Income Tax
Returns indicating domicile in
Garwood or child custody order
placing the child with a Garwood
resident.

Residents will not be asked for
any information or documents pro-
tected from disclosure by law, or
pertaining to criteria that are not
legitimate bases for determining eli-
gibility to attend school.

If the child is living in a residency
where there is no established rental
agreement, i.e., living with a rela-
tive or under an oral lease, the most
recent tax bill and notarized letter
of domicile from the person whose
name appears on the tax bill; or a
notarized statement from your land-
lord indicating his/her name, ad-
dress and telephone number and
affirming that you live at the
Garwood address on a month-to-
month basis under an oral lease must
be provided.

The Garwood Board of Educa-
tion reserves the right to make a
bona fide request for additional and/
or alternative documentation of resi-
dency on a case by case basis.

Proof of immunizaiton must also
be provided under State law. State
law will not permit any child to be
admitted to a public school unless
immunizations have been completed
and documented by an M.D., D.O.,
or Nurse Practitioner, specifically
indicating a day, month and year
administered.

Jakub Named to
Fall 2016 Dean's List
PHILADELPHIA, P.A. – Gabrielle

Jakub has been named to the fall 2016
Dean's List at University of the Sci-
ences. Selection for this award is based
on completing and passing all as-
signed courses with no grade below a
"C" and attaining an academic aver-
age of at least 3.4 for courses taken in
the fall of 2016.

Mr. Jakub of Westfield is a master
of occupational therapy student.
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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

One step closer to your 

DREAM HOME

COMPOSTO, ESPO, SCORESE, WUSTEFELD WIN TITLES

Cougars Claim 2; WF 1, SPF 1
Champ at Region 4 Wrestling

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CJ Composto became the first fresh-
man in Westfield High School history
to win a region wrestling champion-
ship and he accomplished his mission
at 106-lbs in style at the Region 4
Championship at Union High School
on February 25. The Cranford Cou-
gars claimed two champs with se-
niors Alex Esposito (285-lbs) and
Chris Scorese (132-lbs), and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood claimed one champ
with junior Sam Wustefeld (182-lbs).

With the top-4 competitors in each
class qualifying for the NJSIAA Tour-
nament in Atlantic City (AC) this
weekend, the Blue Devils will also
send seniors Jack Miller, who took
third at 195-lbs, and Phil Ricca, who
placed fourth at 220-lbs. Cougar se-
niors Tom DiGiovanni (138-lbs) and
Anthony Capece (113-lbs) both placed

second and seniors Vince Concina
(170-lbs) and Brian McGovern (160-
lbs) placed third.

Composto’s journey began with a
17-1 tech fall over Linden’s John
Ojeda then his ticket to AC was
punched when he defeated Roselle
Park’s (RP) Gabe Leo, 8-1, in the
semis.

“It’s great already going to AC this
early in the tournament but I got to
keep going. I can’t stop right now. I
got to reach the title,” Composto said.

This was the third time he faced
Leo.

“In the districts, he went in on a low
single, so I just had to stay low. Every
time he went to shoot, I just down
blocked,” Composto said.

Composto’s first points were with a
slick duck under takedown.

“He took a shot and I just went right
under him,” Composto said.

He also added two more takedowns.
“They were re-attacks. He went low
single. I was just waiting and went
right after him. I just went around
him,” Composto described.

Composto was also attempting to
tilt Leo for back points. “I kept get-
ting a bunch of one counts. I couldn’t
elevate him. I was too parallel with
him,” Composto explained.

But as he did when he won the
district title, Composto put on quite a
show in the title bout and pinned top-
seeded Larry Melchionde (Seton Hall
Prep — SHP) in just 1:16 with a
double arm bar stack.

On the far end of the spectrum,
Esposito pinned his first opponent in
55 seconds then had a battle with big
man Danny Petrela (Summit - S), who
won an initial scramble for a takedown
early in the semifinal bout. ELLIOTT SINKS 14 (10 FREE THROWS), RYAN 14 (2 3’s)

Blue Devils’ ‘Drive’ Fouls Up
Pioneers in UCT Semis, 39-33

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Drive-and-Draw” strategy was
used by both teams but the team that
used it second had a more prolonged
success with it and came out on top in
the semifinal round of the Union
County Tournament at Rahway on
February 22. After experiencing the
second-seeded New Providence Pio-
neers’ success with the drive to the

basket and draw the foul technique,
the third-seeded Westfield Lady Blue
Devils basketball team adopted that
strategy and kept it rolling throughout
the entire second half to earn a 39-33
victory and a trip to the UCT champi-
onship game.

The 20-5 Pioneers’ drive-and-draw
technique enabled them to overcome
a 12-8, first-quarter disadvantage and
gain a 17-14 halftime lead. Plus their

strategy put three of the five Blue
Devil starters (Molly Ryan, Shannon
Devitt, Danielle Rinaldi) in foul
trouble. During that quarter, the Pio-
neers hit seven of eight from the line.
The Pioneers would finish hitting 15
of 16.

Blue Devil junior Grace Elliott was
the major initiator of the drive-and-
draw in the second half and she was

SANTARELLI’S 3 FORCES OT, WICHELNS NETS 14 PTS

Lady Cougars Avert Disaster;
Nip Mo. Catholic in OT, 47-46

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Senior Night” not only turned out
to be special for seniors Brianna Scotti,
Samantha Curanovic and Lauren
Infante, but it also featured a few wild
turns of events that finally ended in
the Cranford High School girls bas-
ketball team’s favor with a 47-46,
overtime victory over the Morris
Catholic Crusaders in Cranford on
February 23. Sophomore Lauren
Williamson bucketed five of her seven
points in the overtime period and jun-
ior Lauren Santarelli, who was fouled
on a 3-point attempt, sank two of her
three free throws to give the 10-14
Cougars the margin of victory.

“It is exciting to always honor your

seniors, who work hard every single
day. They may not necessarily get the
most playing time but they contribute
every day in practice with their posi-
tive energy and attitude, so it was nice
to have a special game for them and
come out with a win,” Cougar Head
Coach Jackie Dyers said.

“Tonight was Senior Night. We
pulled this out. Overtime! It was a
great win,” Williamson added.

The journey through the game was
more than just an overtime win. It also
took on a seesaw personality and be-
gan with three straight 3-pointers by
the 17-7 Crusaders. propelling them
to a 9-0 lead very early in the first
quarter. But the Cougars ran off eight
straight points, beginning with

Santarelli nailing a 3-pointer, followed
by Caroline Kelly with a 2-pointer
and a 3-pointer to close the quarter at
9-8. Santarelli would finish with 10
points and two assists, and Kelly
would finish with eight points.

The Crusaders scored the first four
points of the second quarter but Kelly
sank a 3-pointer and Olivia Speer (5
rebounds, 4 points) added two points
to knot the score, 13-13, with 4:00 on
the clock. Junior Cam Wichelns
shifted the seesaw in favor of the
Cougars when she rolled in a lay-up
on a put back. Very late in the quarter,
Williamson scored on a driving lay-
up for a two-point lead then with .03
on the clock, Charlotte VanWhy was

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

See Bruce Johnson’s
Devils Den on page 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE...Blue Devil Grace Elliott, No. 12, helped contain Pioneer star Katie Kinum, No. 1, in the UCT
semifinal game at Rahway. The Blue Devils defeated New Providence, 39-33, to advance to the championship.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NOT LETTING HIM GET AWAY...Blue Devil freshman CJ Composto drags Larry Melchione (Seton Hall Prep) back into
the circle and later pins him in 1:16 with a double arm bar stack to claim the 106-lb UCT crown on February 24.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO GET AROUND A DEFENDER...Cougar senior Sam Curanovic, No. 15, tries to get around a Morris Catholic
defender on “Senior Night” in Cranford on February 23. The Cougars won a 47-46 overtime thriller.

See more photos at
goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

See more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

See more photos at
goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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Cougars Claim 2 Champions; Blue Devils 1, Raiders 1 at Region 4 Wrestling Tournament
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

NADINE S. ALLEN

Weichert Ambassador's Club,  

Sales Club, Marketed Club

CAROL A. DIGRACI

Weichert Executive's Club,  

Sales Club, Marketed Club

Westfield Office • 908-654-7777

THE COMMON DENOMINATOR OF ALL OUR AWARD WINNERS IS EXCELLENCE.
IT’S OUR PLEASURE TO HONOR ALL OF THESE RECIPIENTS.

2016

Award

Winners

®

PETER LISCIOTTO
Weichert Ambassador's Club,  

Sales Club, Marketed Club

NJ REALTORS
®
 Circle of Excellence Sales Award, Gold - 2016

NJ REALTORS
®
 Circle of Excellence Sales Award, Bronze - 2016NJ REALTORS

®
 Circle of Excellence  

Sales Award, Silver - 2016

ANA DEFIGUEIREDO

Weichert Executive's Club, 

Sales Club, Marketed Club

PALOMA REIS
Weichert President's Club,  

Sales Club, Marketed Club

JACQUELINE  
WALDMAN
Weichert Ambassador's Club,  

Sales Club, Marketed Club

TARA FLOYD DEMIZIO

Weichert Director's Club, 

Sales Club, Marketed Club

MARIA T. DI CARLO

Weichert Director's Club, 

Sales Club, Marketed Club

NANCY R. KRONHEIMER

Weichert Executive's Club, 

Sales Club, Marketed Club

TRESSA A. MALONE

Weichert Executive's Club, 

Sales Club, Marketed Club

DON VILLANE

Weichert Ambassador's Club, 

Sales Club, Marketed Club

VIRGINIA ZACHARIADES

Weichert Director's Club, 

Sales Club, Marketed Club

MARIA DIMOPOULOS 
Weichert Executive's Club, 

Sales Club, Marketed Club

“My plan was to get a takedown in
the first. Get a head start. I watched
him in his previous match and he
didn’t really do much of a shot. So I
thought that if I get a takedown, I
could build a lead and win. I took a
bad shot. Both of us got stuck in a
scramble. He threw a headlock and
got the two,” Esposito explained.

Esposito quickly recovered and

pinned Petrela with a hammerlock to
half nelson in 3:10.

“He definitely was very slippery.
He’s a very good wrestler with throws.
When he went for the reverse, I got
him on his back for the pin,” Esposito
said.

After his bout, Esposito would face
the winner between Alex LaGrippo
(Woodbridge -W) or Charles Tordik

(North Hunterdon - NH).
“They both are tough. LaGrippo

has almost the same build as Summit.
Hard to shoot on. Tordik definitely is
a big strong kid I have to watch out
for. Right now, I am already thinking
about what I am going to do,” Esposito
said.

Esposito faced LaGrippo, whom
he defeated for the district title, and
pulled off an escape and a double-leg
tackle takedown to win the title with a
3-0 decision.

Scorese had an adventure on his
way to the 132-lb title. After notching
a 16-1 tech fall in the quarterfinals,
Scorese was cruising along with a 7-
0 lead over Andrew Gapas (NH). In
the third period, Gapas added a rever-
sal and a nearfall to make the score 7-
5, but the scorekeepers inadvertently
made the score 7-7 and it went unno-
ticed by the refs forcing overtime.
Gapas got a takedown in overtime but
the mistake was then noticed and
Scorese received his rightful victory.

“When I got up, I knew the score
was wrong but I am not supposed to
talk to the ref. I kept wrestling and
they ended up making the right call at
the end,” Scorese said.

In his championship bout, Scorese
scored an escape and a leg-around

takedown to top Chris Fuschetto (AL
Johnson), 3-1, and earn his third trip
to AC.

“I knew the only way I could win
the match is if I get a takedown. I rode
him out the second [period]. I chose
bottom. He wasn’t too good on top.
He tried to take me down and I knew
I had to score,” said Scorese, who
emphasized the importance of top

control. “That’s probably the biggest
thing you see, especially in college
wrestling that kids who can ride on
top always end up winning the close
matches.”

At 182-lbs, Raider Wustefeld’s
journey began with a 14-3 thumping
of Sam Gladson (Millburn), followed
by a 9-1 major decision over Nolan
Bianchi (Ridge).

“After the first period, I got a better
feel for how he was wrestling. I was
able to take a strong lead and take it to
them,” Wustefeld said.

In the championship bout with
Turner Haddad (Governor
Livingston), Wustefeld recorded a pair
of spin-behind takedowns, an escape
and a reversal for a 7-4 decision and
his second trip to AC.

“Last year during the season, I got
caught and he ended up pinning me.
This year I made up my mind to not let
that happen. I ended up winning. To-
day he came out strong and I was able
to outwrestle him,” said Wustefeld,
who added, “I had him on the mat and
I was able to drag by and get him. He
hit a Gramby. I wasn’t prepared for
that.”

Looking to AC, Wustefeld said, “I
love wrestling and to be a champion
in the region is a great thing. I am
looking forward to states and win-
ning some matches down there. I think
I wrestled my best to make it to the
podium.”

At 195-lbs, Blue Devil Jack Miller
recorded a 6-0 victory over Yousef
Abbas (NH) but ventured into un-
chartered territory in his semifinal
bout with Lewis Fernandez (Voorhees

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REGION 4 CHAMP AT 182-LBS...Raider junior Sam Wustefeld, top, defeated Governor Livingston Highlander Turner
Haddad, 7-4, for the 182-lb title at the Region 4 Tournament in Union to earn his second trip to Atlantic City.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REGION 4 CHAMP AT 132-LBS...Cougar senior Chris Scorese, top, works a pipewrench lever on AL Johnson’s Chris
Fuschetto in the 132-lb title bout and wins 3-1 to earn his third trip to Atlantic City.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING TO AC...Blue Devil senior Phil Ricca, left, placed fourth at 220-lbs to
punch his ticket to Atlantic City.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLACING SECOND AT 113-LBS...Cougar senior Anthony Capece, front, placed
second at 113-lbs to qualify for the NJSIAA Tournament at AC.
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

BRADY SINKS 12 PTS; DRUBULIS, NELSON 9 PTS EACH

Roselle Nips Raiders, 45-42;
NJSIAA Hoops Playoffs Next

LIBRERA BUCKETS 21 POINTS, BAKIE NETS 15 POINTS

Cougars Lose Season Finale,
Fall, 70-56, to Roselle Cagers

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School boys
basketball team finished the season in
disappointing fashion losing, 70-56,
to Roselle on February 25 at Cranford.
Stephan Celestin led Roselle with 25
points. Roselle, which defeated Scotch
Plains-Fanwood a day earlier, domi-
nated the game from start to finish,
avenging an early season loss to the
Cougars, while setting themselves up
nicely for the upcoming state play-
offs.

“The press helped us today against
Cranford,” said Roselle Head Coach
Mike Smith. “Cranford had trouble

getting into their offense smoothly.
We knew they liked to run their of-
fense through number 12 (Chris
Librera) who they set up high in the
paint, so we wanted to make sure we
disrupted that and then converged
quickly whenever they did manage to
break through the press.”

Cranford, which started the season
by losing nine of the first 10 games,
had rallied in the latter part of the
schedule by winning nine of its next 13
contests. Against Roselle though, the
Cougars were never in the game. The
visiting Rams darted out to a 5-0 lead
then extended it to 21-7 late in the first
quarter. Roselle was a step quicker in
every aspect of play during the first
half and controlled the backboard as
well, limiting Cranford to long-range
shots that simply were not falling. The
Cougars were also sloppy with the
ball, committing multiple turnovers
throughout the first half.

Trailing 36-21, Cranford managed
to cut into the deficit in the final
minute of the first half. Librera (21
points) scored on a lay-up with :52
remaining. Librera then followed that

up with a 3-point play on an inside
basket on which he was fouled with
:30 left. The 5-0 burst helped Cranford
head to the locker room down by 10 at
36-26.

Any thoughts that Cranford might
rally were quickly dismissed as
Roselle began the third quarter with a
10-2 run that helped them extend the
lead off of a steal and a lay-up and a 3-
point bomb. When things are going
well for Cranford, no lead is ever safe
for the opposition as the Cougars regu-
larly field teams that can bomb away
from beyond the 3-point stripe.
Against Roselle though, no such
comeback was in the cards. In fact,

the Rams increased the lead to 22
points at 56-34, their largest spread of
the game with just under two minutes
remaining in the third quarter.

“This is a good Roselle team,” said
Cranford Head Coach Ryan Huber.
“We knew that coming into the game.
We didn’t help ourselves at all. We
had too many turnovers, especially in
the first half and we missed a lot of
shots that were there for us.”

In the fourth quarter, the Rams kept
their feet on the gas pedal never al-
lowing Cranford to close closer than
14 points. Coach Huber began re-
moving his starting seniors one-by-
one in the game’s final minutes, giv-
ing them the chance to hear one last

round of applause from loyal fans as
they exited the court. Ryan Bakie,
Librera, Kyle Ledford, Tom Curry
and Brian Oblachinski were among
the players, who played their last game
in Cougar blue and yellow.

“I think we were a little bit spent
after last night’s game against Rahway,
which was our Senior Night,” said
Oblachinksi. “We did not play well
today, which is disappointing, but I’ll
remember the good things about this
team and this season. You know, we
started 1-9 and we could have packed
it up and quit from that point. Instead
we fought back and finished with 10
wins. I think it says something about

the players on this team that they
never quit.”

One player who certainly never quit
was senior Brian Curci. Even as the
clock ticked down on his Cranford ca-
reer in a game that was hopelessly out of
reach, Curci ignited the crowd and even
players on the Roselle sideline when he
scored five points in the game’s final 20
seconds on a long range 3-pointer and a
lay-up as the buzzer sounded to make
the final 70-56.

“I felt like I was really rushed to
take the shots because the clock was
ticking down,” said Curci. “It felt
good to get out there and play and
score.”

Cranford finished the season with a
10-15 mark. Exiting seniors like Bakie
(15 points) and Oblachinski will con-
tinue their sports careers in college.
Bakie is slated to play football at
Bryant University, while Oblachinski
will play baseball at Montclair State
University.

“That is the thing about this team,”
said Huber. “Every season we fill up
our roster with athletes who are often
two and three sport performers. It is a
credit to the program and Athletic
Director Darren Torsone that the
school is able to do that. The players
are mentally tough and they never
stop competing. We actually played
some very good basketball in the sec-
ond half of the season and even the
teams we lost to were all very good
programs like Union, Rahway, Scotch
Plains and Roselle.”
Roselle 23 13 22 12 70
Cranford 12 14 12 18 56

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team fell to
Roselle, 45-42, on February 23 in
Roselle. Stephan Celestin led all scor-
ers with 21 points and also added
three rebounds and two steals for
Roselle. Senior Jack Brady, who

poured in 12 points, led all Scotch
Plains-Fanwood scorers. The game
was a showdown between two state
playoff qualifiers who were also the
second (Raiders 9-3, 21-5 overall)
and third place (Roselle 6-6, 17-7
overall) teams in the UCC Valley Di-
vision.

The game was closely contested

from start to finish but Roselle dic-
tated the pace and led most of the way.
The Rams trailed 12-11 after the first
period but went on a 9-0 run to start
the second quarter in opening up a 20-
12 lead. Roselle had great success
finding Celestin down low, exploit-
ing gaps in the Raiders’ weak side

Congratulations
Agents of the Month!

Faith Maricic
Sales Associate

Shari Holtzman
Sales Associate

Gina Suriano Barber
Sales Associate

MOUNTAINSIDE $1,099,000
Impressive 5BR home on cul-de-sac w/mtn views!
Many upgrds incl Great rm w/cath ceil, frplc
w/brick surround & cust blt-ins. MLS 3364848

WESTFIELD $1,089,000
Beautiful 4BR home w/chestnut moldings, gleaming
HWF, gourmet kit/mahogany cabinets, BI china
hutch, cozy breakfast area. MLS 3360841

WESTFIELD $999,999
Charm and elegance abound in this turn of the cen-
tury grand Col w/banquet sized DR w/beam ceil,
Kit, FR, Solarium, Library. MLS 3353198

SCOTCH PLAINS                                 $929,000
Magnificent 6BR Col, foyer leads to lrg LR & DR,
expansive Kit with brkfst bar, pantry & separate
dining area w/sliders to deck. MLS 3356376

WESTFIELD $799,000
Enchanting 4BR Wychwood home w/versatile
floor plan-filled w/charm & personality. Wonderful
lower level Rec room w/frplc. MLS 3334502

WESTFIELD $699,000
Beautifully maintained 4BR Colonial has EIK, LR
w/cozy WBFP & beautiful built-ins, spacious FR
addt'n w/oversized bay wndw. MLS 3362952

SCOTCH PLAINS                                 $799,000
Custom 5BR Col home w/spacious & bright rms
set back on a serene & tranquil acre of park-like
prof landscaped property. MLS 3364523

SCOTCH PLAINS                                 $650,000
Well appointed 5BR home w/great flr plan, spa-
cious rooms & abundant closet space, 1st flr MBR
suite, cust Kit & reno'd bths. MLS 3360266

SCOTCH PLAINS $619,900
Chrmng exp ranch on 3/4ac lot in park-like setting!
Spacious LR w/FP, open floor plan frm LR to DR,
beautiful HWF & sunny FR. MLS 3364303

MOUNTAINSIDE $599,000
Chrmng 3BR Col has LR w/WBFP, HWF & bay
wndw, FDR w/French dr to sun-filled FR w/cathe-
dral ceil, updtd kit w/brkfst area. MLS 3365228

MOUNTAINSIDE $575,000
Classic 4BR contemporary home has lrg EIK, dra-
matic 30-foot LR/DR combo w/cathedral ceil &
frplc wall, spacious MBR ste. MLS 3355724

Since 1986, the Westfield East Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience, 
Trust, Reliability & Service

Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
ColdwellBankerHomes.com
Coldwell Banker Home Loans

Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

Ask about our Coldwell Banker
Home Protection Plan 

WESTFIELD $575,000
Lovely 4BR home w/fab open flr plan,1st flr addt'n
w/skylight & French doors to patio, WBFP, high ceil,
beautiful woodwork. MLS 3348489

© 2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity
Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. 
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Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 
Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 
Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, fitness 
center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus on fun. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 21st of February
2017, and that said Ordinance will be con-
sidered for final adoption at a meeting of
the said Township Council to be held in the
Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue, on
the 21st day of March 2017 at 7:00 p.m., at
which time and place a public hearing will
be held prior to final passage of said Ordi-
nance and all interested persons will be
given an opportunity to be heard concern-
ing the same. Copies of said Ordinance
can be obtained from the Township Clerk’s
Office at any time prior to final adoption at
no cost to any member of the general
public who requests same.

ORDINANCE 2017-4

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
ARTICLE 28-7 (TOW RATES)
IN CHAPTER XXVIII (TOWING
AND STORAGE SERVICES)
OF THE REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS TO AMEND THE BA-
SIC TOW RATES AND RATES
FOR EXTRA TOW SERVICE

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 3/2/17, The Times Fee: $30.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL SPECIAL
MEETING NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Township of Scotch Plains has
scheduled a Special Meeting for Satur-
day, March 4, 2017 at 8:30 AM. The
purpose of the meeting is for:

BUDGET WORKSESSION

Formal action may be taken at these
meetings.

The meeting will be held in the 2nd Floor
Council Meeting Room at the Township
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey. The Township
of Scotch Plains does not discriminate
against persons with disabilities. Those
individuals requiring auxiliary aids and
services must notify the ADA Coordinator
of the Township of Scotch Plains as soon
as possible in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 3/2/17, The Times Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on Janu-
ary 25, 2017 granted approval to Brian
Markham for various preexisting setback
and improvement variances as well as
approval to establish the premises as a
two-family home for property at 96 South
Avenue, Fanwood, being Block 79 and Lot
1.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Mr. Brian Markham
96 South Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 3/2/17, The Times Fee: $17.34

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GUARDING A RAM...Cougar senior Brian Oblachinski, No. 1, keeps tabs on a Roselle Ram in the final home game at
Cranford High School on February 25. The Rams defeated the Cougars 70-56.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEEP CONCENTRATION...Raider junior Tommy Drubulis, left, concentrates on defending against a Roselle Ram in a
home game in Scotch Plains on February 23. The Rams defeated the Raiders 45-42.
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Roselle Rams Nip Raider Boys in Hoops, 45-42
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Yes, the Tall Girl Plays
Basketball, and Tuba!

Photo courtesy of Varsity Vantage

WHS senior Shannon Devitt is among the school’s all-time leading scorers and rebounders.
Next year she’ll be playing at The College of New Jersey.

When the Devitt family – mom, dad
and three little ones – moved from
Colonia to Westfield in 2004, it was
mostly for the new school district’s
outstanding academic reputation.

“The athletics department turned
out to be a bonus,” said Shannon
Devitt, the family’s middle sibling
and someone who has both benefited
from and been a benefit to the WHS
athletics department.

Older sister Nicole, a junior at Dela-
ware, played field hockey at WHS.
Brother Tyler is a freshman member
of the bowling team and will play
boys volleyball this spring. Her par-
ents played varsity tennis (dad) and
softball (mom) at Rahway.

“I would have to say that I’m the
sports junkie of the family,” she
quipped.

A three-year starting midfielder on
the field hockey team, she helped this
year’s team go 12-8-1 and win the
school’s first conference champion-
ship in a long time. The team’s turn-
around last fall was dramatic. After
allowing goal-differentials of -49, -
42 and -42 the previous three seasons,

this year’s team was a plus six!
“The entire team really was a family

… it’s not often you find yourself on a
team so close,” Devitt said. “I had a
great time playing field hockey. It was
an amazing experience. Coach (Caitlin)
MacDonald has been very influential
during my high school career. She
taught me many overarching lessons –
how to be mentally tough, play with
passion and have a desire to win and to
work harder than I ever had. I owe her
a great deal of gratitude.”

She also was a starting pitcher and
third baseman on the varsity softball
team as a 10th grader, Devitt hit .362
and struck out 60 in a team-best 69 1/
3 innings.

But basketball was the sport she
loved. And being 6-foot-1, she’s heard
all the “How’s the weather up there?”
comments.

“I’m asked all the time if I play
basketball, so it’s a good thing I do,”
she said. “Sometimes I’m asked if I’m
a volleyball player and I tell them in
the fall I play field hockey. Usually
they say, ‘Doesn’t that hurt your back?’
and I say, ‘Yes, but my love for the
sport makes up for it.’ ”

Devitt really enjoyed field hockey
and was obviously very good at soft-
ball. But she wanted to play basketball
in college – and she will, at The College
of New Jersey – so she did what she felt
would help her achieve that goal.

“Spring of sophomore year, trying to
play AAU basketball as well as softball,
it was very difficult to manage both,”
said Devitt, who will celebrate her 18th
birthday tomorrow. “On Wednesdays
and Thursdays I usually didn’t get home
from softball-then-basketball practice

until 10:30, and then I’d start doing
homework. Weekends were always
conflicts with softball games and bas-
ketball tournaments.”

Something had to give, and that
something was softball. She gave it
up to concentrate on her hoops game,
which she will continue doing this
spring to be best prepared for college.

Basketball hasn’t always been easy.
Like most tall, thin teenaged girls,
Devitt was a work in progress.

As a freshman she played in 13
varsity games, contributing as a
rebounder/shot blocker on a team that
went 23-4, the best record in school
history, under Joe Marino. But the
Board of Education inexplicably
didn’t rehire Marino. Assistant coach
Liz McKeon, a 1,000-point scorer at
WHS, was promoted.

“The transition from coach Marino
to coach McKeon was interesting be-
cause they have very different styles of
coaching,” Devitt said. “Marino was
big on creating chaos for the other
team and was a lot more outspoken.
McKeon wants complete composure
on the court and is not as loud.”

Devitt’s sophomore season the team
was 17-9 and reached the county tour-
nament final, losing by two points to
Patrick School. Devitt scored just
under 100 points, but led the team in
rebounds and blocks.

Last winter Devitt really started to
blossom after a full year of year-
round AAU training on the New Jer-
sey Panthers. Her teammates there
included former WHS stars Lil Scott
and Jackie Knapp, along with current
WHS junior Molly Ryan.

The addition of Brian Ciemniecki
to the coaching staff before her junior
year meant Devitt had two of WHS’s
best basketball players of the last quar-
ter-century as her coaches. She is
very appreciative of their efforts.

“Coach McKeon has really helped

improve my game with new moves
and ideas,” Devitt said. “And coach
Ciemniecki has been a very important
addition to the program. He sees so
many things on the court that I don’t
even realize.”

That team finished 9-16, but that
could be partly attributed to the unex-
pected loss of two stars. Co-captain
Olivia Luzzi, a three-year starter,
missed the entire season due to a back
injury while two-year starter Hannah
Liddy opted to not play. Devitt led the
team with 240 points, 175 rebounds
and 47 blocks.

This year’s squad, which fell last
Friday to the Patrick School in the
county final, took an 18-5 record into
last night’s state sectional game against
Edison. Talented players like Ryan,
Grace Elliott, Sam Stravach, and fellow
co-captains Danielle Rinaldi and Jenn
Iorio have allowed Devitt to fully bloom.
She has scored 198 points (second to
Ryan’s 285), leads the team with 170
rebounds and 69 blocked shots, and
even has come up with 37 steals.

She has quietly become the No. 14
scorer in school history with 561

points and the No. 3 rebounder
with 474. And with 154 career
blocks and 112 career steals, she
would be near the top of those
lists, too, if those stats existed.
Two weeks ago she came within
two blocks of a triple double.
Hoops-wise, about the only thing
on her basket list is making a 3-
pointer.

“I want to get a 3-pointer before
I graduate,” Devitt said. “But win-
ning the game is more important,
so I won’t force any shots for one.
I’ve been very close a couple
times, foot on the arc. And I did
actually make one in a preseason
scrimmage.”

If you’re thinking Devitt’s plate
is pretty full, that’s because it is.

She recently squeezed in a Sun-
day afternoon of representing
WHS when some New Jersey stu-
dent-athletes were honored dur-
ing an NJSIAA-sponsored awards
luncheon for National Girls and

Women in Sports Day at Seton Hall.
And she and her family are part of

The Seeing Eye puppy raising pro-
gram. They foster puppies from the
time they are 7 weeks old until they’re
about 1½ years, when they are re-
turned to Morristown for formal train-
ing as a service dog.

“The dogs have become a special
mascot for the basketball team and
usually come to all of the games,” she
said.

Oh, if you were wondering who
that really tall girl was playing the
tuba in the WHS Marching Band’s
Wind Ensemble, yup, that was Shan-
non Devitt.

“I really have a passion for music,”
she said. “I really enjoyed the band
program here, too. Who would have
thought, right?”

A FIRST FOR COMPOSTO
C.J. Composto became the first

freshman in school history to win a
region wrestling championship, tak-
ing the 106-pound title at Region 4.
(Note: Freshmen didn’t wrestle var-
sity at WHS until the 1981-82 sea-
son.) He is the school’s 41st region
champ, and the third – after Brian
Bulger in 2013 and Nick Velez in
2014 – under coach Glen Kurz, the
Region 3 130-pound champ in 1991.

JUST PASSING BY
Senior Matt LaCorte recently

committed to Susquehanna and also
surpassed four familiar faces on
WHS’s career scoring list. After
Monday’s state playoff loss, LaCorte
had 747 points, No. 17 all-time,
passing No. 18 Parker Hess (744),
No. 19 Jan Cocozziello (719), No.
21 Jay Cook (682) and No. 23 Jimmy
McKeon (658)

Blue Devils Foul Up Pioneers in UCT, 39-33
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

quite successful, sinking 9-for-12
during that time. Elliott would finish
with 14 points and 10 were from the
charity line. As a team, the 17-4 Blue

Devils would hit 20 of 28 free throws.
“Usually my game is just to drive to

the basket because personally I don’t
think I am a very strong shooter,”
Elliott said humbly. “I like to drive to
the basket because I am quick.”

Devitt quickly offered her opinion,
“She’s a strong shooter.”

The Pioneers did get an early jump
with three lay-ups to take a 6-0 lead.
After Elliott rolled in a lay-up, drew a
foul and sank her free throw, Pioneer
standout Katie Kinum curled in a left-
handed lay-up to make the score, 8-3.
But the power of “three” came into
play. Danielle Rinaldi (7 points, 4
rebounds, 2 steals) banged a 3-pointer
and Ryan followed with a 2-pointer to
knot the score, 8-8, and cause another
timeout with 1:35. Next, Rinaldi sank
a pair of free throws and Ryan put up
another two, giving Westfield a 12-8
lead entering the second quarter.

After the Pioneers’ exploits in the
second quarter, Elliott began to make
serious drives to the basket and did
draw fouls early in the third quarter.
When she hit 4-for-4 from the line
causing concern within the Pioneers’
ranks, a timeout was called at 4:03 on
the clock with the Blue Devils trailing

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

defense for easy lay-ups the entire
game. Meanwhile, the Raiders were
ice cold from beyond the 3-point stripe
where they usually thrive.

“We were trying to attack the basket
against Scotch Plains,” said Roselle
Head Coach Mike Smith. “It is some-
thing we do well. We did a good job of
boxing them out for rebounds too. The
other thing we knew we had to do was
to get up in the faces of their three-
point shooters because they have a lot
of them. I thought we did a good job of
that most of the game.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood connected
on only three 3-pointers for the entire
game. Two of them came from senior
Nigel Nelson (9 points) in the final
three minutes of the second quarter as
he helped draw the Raiders back into
a tie at 24-24 heading into halftime.

“Nigel gave us a little spark in the first
half today,” said Raider Head Coach
Steve Siracusa. “He is capable of doing
that for us. What we need from him, like
we need from a lot of our players right
now, is consistency. We didn’t finish on
a lot of lay-ups today. We just didn’t
shoot the ball well.”

The two teams remained locked in
a close battle throughout the third
quarter with Roselle playing from the
lead but never extending to more than
a four-point advantage. Trailing 35-
32, the Raiders drew even again with
Lamont Cruse hitting one of two free
throws and John Petris scoring inside
with :05 remaining to send the teams
into the fourth quarter tied at 35-35.

The Raiders briefly grabbed the
lead when Ryan Muench scored on a
drive through the lane to make it 37-
35 with 7:15 left. Roselle regained
the lead 10 seconds later on a 3-point
play by Celestin in which he drove
through the defense for a lay-up and
was fouled. The Raiders answered
with a lay-up by Brady, giving them
their final lead of the game at 39-38
with 4:44 to play. Roselle went on a 6-
1 run over the next two and a half
minutes establishing a 44-40 lead with
two minutes showing. The key basket
came on a 3-pointer by Joshua Jones.

Tommy Drubulis pulled the Raid-
ers to within two, at 44-42, when he
sank two free throws with :49 left in
regulation. Jones answered by mak-
ing one of two free throws on his end
to give the Rams a 45-42 advantage
with :31 left.

There would be plenty of opportuni-
ties for Scotch Plains-Fanwood to tie
the game in the final 30 seconds but
Roselle came up with key defensive
stands. First, Celestin blocked a 3-
point try by Muench with 9.9 remain-
ing. Roselle gained possession and the
Raiders fouled immediately, sending
Duquan Ware to the foul line. Ware
needed to sink just one free throw to
ice the game but he missed them both
and the Raiders got the rebound.

The Raiders quickly moved the ball
into scoring position, getting the ball
to Brady in the right corner for a 3-
point try. Brady’s shot clanked off of
the rim as time expired giving Roselle
a victory in the final home game for
their senior players and a sweep of the
season series with Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. Meanwhile, the Raiders left

the gym having lost four of their last
seven games with their state playoff
contest against North Hunterdon next
up on the docket.

“It is not the way we wanted to end
the regular season,” said Raider senior
Peter Warren. “We missed on a lot of
chances today. Roselle is a good team
and they played well. We’ve played a
lot of good teams recently. We can
recover from this. North Hunterdon
plays against very tough competition.
We can’t take them lightly.”

The Raiders better not do that. Though
they will enter the playoffs as the num-
ber three seed, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
has stumbled a bit after racing out to a
blazing 13-0 start. It is a development
that Coach Siracusa is well aware of as
his team prepares for what they hope

will be a nice playoff run.
“We didn’t come ready to play to-

day,” said Siracusa. “I think we took
the game for granted really. We have
to make sure that we are not simply
content with what we’ve done so far.
North Hunterdon has a lot of good
shooters and they like to run and trap.
If we do not come out there ready to
play then we see what can happen.”

Drubulis finished with nine points.
Jones had 16 for Roselle, which will
enter the Central Jersey Group II Tour-
nament as the 10th seed against 7th
seed Point Pleasant Boro. The Raid-
ers were set to host North Hunterdon
on Monday night in the first round of
the North 2 Group IV playoffs.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 12 12 11   7 42
Roselle 11 13 11 10 45

Woodbridge Boys Nip
Blue Devils, 51-50

With the score tied, 35-35, the fifth-
seeded Woodbridge High School boys
basketball team sank one point more
than the Blue Devils to secure a 51-50
victory in the first round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tourna-
ment in Woodbridge on February 27.
The Barrons had four players hit in
double figures with Keshaun Henry
sinking 13 points, followed by Hura
Blaine with 12, Harry Rutkowski with
11 and Quassin Glover with 10 points.

Matt LaCorte, who sank three 3-
pointers, and Chris Wagner led the
Blue Devils with 15 points each. Jeff
Gagum scored eight points and Adam
McDaniel had five points, while Dylan
Jackson and Marshall Roberson each
scored three points and Mark Natiello
added one point.
Westfield 12 14   9 15 50
Woodbridge 13 15   7 16 51

Lady Blue Devils Rap
Columbia Girls, 62-32
The third-seeded 18-5 Westfield

High School girls basketball team
sailed smoothly past the 14th-seeded
10-14 Columbia Cougars, 62-32, in
the first round of the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 Tournament in
Westfield on February 27. Molly Ryan
led the Blue Devils offensively with
22 points, including trip 3-pointers,
while adding six rebounds, five as-
sists and six steals.

Danielle Rinaldi scored nine points
and added four assists, two steals and
two rebounds. Shannon Devitt scored
six points and added six rebounds,
five blocks and three steals. Sam
Stravach had 10 points, three re-
bounds, two assists and two steals.
Jenna Iorio scored six points, Grace
Elliott had two points, four rebounds,
two assists and two steals, and Ali
Lisanti sank a 3-pointer. Caroline
Dwyer and Faith Dobosiewicz each
scored two points.
Columbia   2   6   9 15 32
Westfield 15 18 13 16 62

FSPY Swimmers Shine
At the YMCA Silver Meet

The Fanwood Scotch Plains “Y”
swim team sent 67 swimmers who
qualified for the YMCA Silver meet
to Gloucester Institute of Technol-
ogy at Sewell from February 17 to
February 19 and finished ninth over-
all with 20 swimmers attaining
YMCA State times.

Top FSPY scorers: Manav Shah
(66 points) — 1,650-free (1st ), 500-
free (3rd), 1,000-free (4th), 200-back
(9th), 200-free(11th) and, Abigail
Ryan (57 points) — 200-breast (1st),
100-breast (3rd), 200-back (5th),
100-back (10th).

YMCA State times:
9-10: Dylan Condell (100-back),

Kyle Karyczak (100IM), Brooke
Labarge (50-free), Paulina Nowak
(100-breast, 50-free), Isabella Rovito
(200-free, 100-fly, 50-breast), Shae
Trenery (200IM)

11-12: Bradley Frank (50-free,
100-free), Katherine Li (200IM,
100IM, 50-fly), Ellie Moose (200IM,
100-breast), Elle Priesing (200IM,
100IM, 100-free)

13-14: Fiona Strout (500 & 1,000-
free), Brandon Jawor (100-breast),
Michelle Kong (100 & 200-back,
200IM), Sean Merkle (100-back),
Jason Mongiovi (200-fly), Amanda
Pina (100 & 200-fly), Abigail Ryan

(100 & 200-back, 100 & 200-breast),
Joshua Schwartz (100-fly)

15-18: Julian Park (100-free),
Manav Shah (1,000 & 1,650-free)

Relay Teams in Top 16:
9-10 Girls: 5th place, 200-free

(Nowak, Rovito, Trenery, Labarge);
10th place, 200-medley (Trenery,
Rovito, Nowak, Labarge)

11-12 Girls: 6th place, 200-med-
ley (Priesing, Li, Warren, Waibel)

13-14 Girls: 12th place, 200-free
(Ryan, Pina, Kenny, Kong); 9th place,
200-medley (Kong, Ryan, Pina,
Kenny)

13-14 Boys: 13th place, 200-free
(Kaminskas, Schwartz, Jawor,
Linenberg); 11th place, 200-medley
(Merkle, Jawor, Schwartz,
Linenberg)

15-18 Girls: 6th place, 400-free
(M. Dunchus, A. Dunchus, S. Pyle,
H. Davis); 4th place 400-medley (S.
Pyle, Valli, Hansel, Small)

15-18 Boys: 6th place, 400-free
(Park, Tramontana, Moore,
Hoerrner); 9th place, 400-medley
(M. Shah, Eldrenkamp, Prieto,
Tramontana)

For more FSPY swim information,
please contact Chris Karelus, Head
Coach and Director of Competitive
Aquatics, (908) 889-8880 ext. 129.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: NV5, 7 Campus Drive,
Suite 300, Parsippany, New Jersey
07054

NATURE OF SERVICES: Engaged to
provide a licensed on-call traffic safety and
engineering services consultant.

DURATION: February 21, 2017 through
December 31, 2017

AMOUNT: not to exceed $15,000.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

NOTICE OF ADOPTION

ORDINANCE NO. 17-03

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
§52-3 (LICENSE AND FEES)
IN ARTICLE 1 (SALE AND
TRANSPORTATION) IN
CHAPTER 52 (ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES) OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
17-03, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2017

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

NOTICE OF ADOPTION

ORDINANCE NO. 17-04

ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENT-
ING CHAPTER 34, OF THE
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD ENTITLED “PO-
LICE DEPARTMENT,” ES-
TABLISHING PROMOTION
PROCEDURES FOR THE
RANK OF CHIEF OF POLICE.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
17-04, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2017

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Contract. This Contract, and
the Resolution authorizing it, are available
for public inspection in the Municipal Build-
ing.

AWARDED TO: Timothy Hoffman;
Timothy Hoffman Inc, 1 Elm Street,
Suite 1, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

SERVICES: 2017 Real Estate Appraisal
Services (Resolution No. 2017-54)

TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2017
DATE: February 22, 2017
AMOUNT: NTE $30,000

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 3/2/17, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 6th day of
February, 2017, the Zoning Board of the
Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following actions:

1. Application ## ZBA-15-031: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization denying
Louis and Rita LaBrutto, applicant, was
requesting a notice of appeal from the
Zoning Officer’s decision as to the type of
variances applicable to the Trinity Church
parking lot application on Block: 315, Lot(s):
1 & 6 in the ORC Zone as designated on
the Township Tax Map, also known as 215
North Avenue East.

Jeffrey Pistol
Board Secretary

1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $18.36

Raiders Rock Lions
In Playoffs, 74-69
See complete story

by Alex Lowe
in March 9 Edition

Pats Stop Blue Devils
In UCT Final, 51-41

The top-seeded Patrick School girls
basketball team slowly built a lead and
held on to claim a 51-41 victory over
the third-seeded Westfield Blue Dev-
ils in the Union County Tournament
championship game at Kean Univer-
sity on February 24. Shannon Devitt
led the Blue Devils with 15 points and
eight rebounds and Molly Ryan added
11 points and six rebounds.

Danielle Rinaldi had eight points,
including a pair of 3-pointers, six
rebounds and four assists. Grace
Elliott had three points, five rebounds
and three steals. Sam Stravach had
four points and five rebounds.
Westfield 13 11   4 13 41
Patrick School 16 14   9 12 51

FSPY Men’s 30+ Basketball
League Results & Standings:

Rising phenoms and seasoned pros
placed their talents on display, as the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y” Men’s
30+ Basketball League celebrated
NBA All-Star weekend during Week
10 action (also in cluded week 11).

Slamma Jamma 78, Drive N Dish
66: Two of the league’s elite guards –
Rich Cobbinah of Slam Jam and Brian
Ciemneicki of DND – battled mano-
a-mano, and both went Russell
Westbrook-like. Cobbinah finished
with 28 pts, 8 rebs, and 11 assists,
while Ciemneicki stuffed the stat sheet
with 24-9-6, but it was Slamma,
backed by rookie Greg Josephsen (24
pts) and Dave “Baseline” Berger (18)
who prevailed in the high-scoring af-
fair. Vet forward Keith Karyczak had
16 points, and frontcourt mates Chris
Beaudry (13 and 9) and Steve Lee (11
and 9) both nearly double-doubled in
a losing cause.

Get Buckets 63, Flash-N-Bang
39: Deadlocked, 23-23, at the inter-
mission, Get Buckets clamped down
in the second half, outscoring F-N-B,
40-16, to cruise to its fifth-straight
victory. The star-of-stars, Jamal Berry,
had his customary stellar 28 and 11
performance for G.B., and was sup-
ported by “KG” Kevin Gannon (14
and 7) and Justin Fiory (11 pts). The
Big “O” Omar Glover (18 and 8) was
solid in defeat.

Falcons 56, Hickory Hoosiers 37:
The Falcons flew out to a 10-point
halftime lead and were never headed.
Capt. Jason Shann (13 pts) and guard
Eljay Aguillo (12) paced a balanced
Falc offensive attack, while first-year
standout Clay Torres pulled down his
league-leading season average in
boards (9). The Hoosiers, playing
without some of their star Hicks, were
led by Geoff Gonzales (16 and 7) and
Dave Ferreiro (9 and 7), as they fell
for the fourth straight week.

Size Matters 47, No Conscience
41: Diaper Dandy Chris Burke netted
21 points, center James Patrick
cleaned the glass (10 rebs), and Blake
Sonnek-Schmelz contributed 9 and 5,
as Size Matt maintained its tie for
second place in the standings. No
Con, which dropped its second con-
secutive, received all of its firepower
from the quartet of Jason Holley (11),
Tim Gray (11), Stephen Murray (10)

and Chris Mattina (9).
Get Buckets 46, No Conscience

33: Make no mistake about it, on Acad-
emy Award Sunday, the Best Player in
a Leading Role statuette goes to Jamal
Berry, who poured in 32 of his team’s
46 points, carrying Get Buckets to its
sixth straight victory. G.B. will be the 1
seed when the March Madness tour-
ney begins in two weeks. No Con,
losers of three in a row, received 14 pts
from Gregg Carder, and 11 tallies from
Capt. Chris Mattina.

Size Matters 41, Slamma Jamma
29: In a match-up of two squads bat-
tling for second place, the XXLers
prevailed behind the 14 pts of Jason
Pompeo, and the 11 and 10 double-
double from Capt. James “Big Smooth”
Patrick. Slam Jam, which scored 78
points in Week 10, sputtered on of-
fense, connecting on less than 25 per-
cent of their FG attempts. Dave Berger
dropped in 10 pts, and Gavin Ford
grabbed 10 boards in defeat.

Flash-N-Bang 79, Falcons 39:
Flash-N-Bang lit up the scoreboard
with a league season’s high in points,
as the Falcs took the floor without
three of their top birds. Warren Lowe
fired up 21 tries from beyond the arc,
nailing 8 of them, and finished with
39 pts. FNB’s contributing crew in-
cluded Omar Glover (9 and 8), Anand
Desai (8) and Eric Lai (8 and 6). Best
Newcomer Award candidate Clay
Torres had another terrific outing (24
and 9) in a losing effort, while team-
mate Terry Stephens added 8 pts and
5 caroms.

Hickory Hoosiers 56, Drive N
Dish 48: Jolting Joe DeGennaro fash-
ioned a stellar 22-pt, 14-reb perfor-
mance, and Dave Ferreiro earned the
day’s Best Supporting Player honor
(17 pts), as the Hoosiers snapped a
four-game skid. Geoff Gonzalez
chipped in 10 and 6 for the winners.
DND, the Best Close-But-No-Cigar
ensemble, was paced by Best Direc-
tor recipient Brian Ciemneicki (19
pts), and Chris Beaudry (11).

FSPY 30+ STANDINGS:
TEAM W L
Get Buckets 10 1
Size Matters   8 3
Slamma Jamma   7 4
No Conscience   5 6
Falcons   4 7
Hickory Hoosiers   4 7
Flash-N-Bang   4 7
Drive N Dish   2 9
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C O L D W E L L  B A N K E R  R E S I D E N T I A L  B R O K E R A G E

TRULY REMARKABLE

NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence Sales Award® Winners

C O L DW E L L BA N K E RH O M E S.C O M

Sharon Steele Beth E. Sullivan

Bronze

We proudly recognize the commitment of the Coldwell Banker affiliated sales associates who achieved 
membership in the NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence Sales Award® for 2016.

Westfield - West Office: 600 North Avenue West | Westfield, NJ 07090 | 908 233.0065

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of the Company. ©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act 
and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker logo, Coldwell Banker Previews International and the Previews logo are registered and unregistered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 93779 1/17

Platinum $20 Million & 30 Units Minimum or 125 Units | Gold $12 Million & 25 Units Minimum or 90 Units 
Silver $6.5 Million & 20 Units Minimum or 70 Units | Bronze $2.5 Million & 15 Units Minimum or 30 Units ★ Distinguished Sales Club (achiever for 10+ years)

Silver

Platinum

Jocelyne Holden Julie Manuel Murphy★

Gold

Jill Skibinsky Anne Weber★

Cynthia Alexander Francesca Azzara Colleen Berg Tina Re Browning Deborah Citarella Ileen Cuccaro★ Kathleen Gouldey

Brian Kastner

Patricia “Pat” Plante★ Cathy Splinter Joyce D. Taylor Carol W. Tener★

Andria Kiel Diane Kontra Carol McLaughlin Sherrie Natko

Janice Good-Piga

Patricia “Patty” Spinner Cathy Lee TomlinsonEulondia Reese-Turner

Barbara Lang
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Lady Cougars Nip Mo. Catholic in OT, 47-46
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devils Foul Up Pioneers in UCT, 39-33
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

by just one. The power of “three”
struck twice this time, really rocking
the Pioneers out of their game. Ryan
(14 points, 3 steals, 4 rebounds)
swished a three then Elliott sank a
free throw. Moments later, Elliott stole
the ball and tossed to Ryan, who fired
a wild one that was good for three and
a 27-21 Westfield lead with :03.8 left
in the quarter.

“I don’t know how the second one
went in. I banked it. I think it was a
miracle. I thought it was way off, but
I guess it went in. God came,” Ryan
exclaimed.

The driving to the basket technique
caused the fouls to mount up and
Kinum fouled out in the fourth quar-
ter. In the meantime, all 12 of the Blue
Devils’ points in the quarter came
from the free throw line. The Pioneers
also had 12 points in the quarter and
the final six were free throws with
Sarah Zeto at the line.

The physical intensity of both teams’
defenses throughout the entire contest
also contributed to numerous fouling
and several girls scrambling on the
floor to gain possession of the ball.

“It was definitely an intense game.
I can’t believe how many girls fouled
out. There were fouls all over the
place. There were people working
hard for the ball. I know there was a

lot of scrambling for the ball. You got
to do what you got to do to get the ball.
If it’s landing on the ground hard,
that’s what it takes,” said Devitt, who
finished with five blocked shots, four
rebounds and two points.

As well as she performed offen-
sively, Elliott was even more impres-
sive defensively since she had the
laborious duty of keeping tabs on
Kinum, who finished with 13 points,
seven rebounds and three steals.

“She’s a heck of a player,” Ryan
said of Kinum. “No doubt about it!
She happened to foul out. It definitely
worked in our favor.”

“We wanted to leave Molly open.
There is a lot of energy so that’s why
I was guarding Katie [Kinum] so
Molly could bring it up on offense.”
Elliott explained.

“Grace did amazing! And also our
defense did very well. I couldn’t be
more happy,” Ryan expressed.

“As a team this whole season, we
relied on our defense, then defense
going into offense, so we played high
intensity defense and it worked out
today,” Devitt said.

The victory was also very sweet
because the Pioneers had defeated
the Blue Devils twice during the regu-
lar season.

“We as a program, I’ve known from

my four years of playing that when
you face a team the third time, it’s
completely different. It’s hard to beat
a team a third time and we wanted
revenge. Not revenge! But we wanted
to get back on top. This was the game
to win out of all three of them, so I am
so happy with it,” Devitt said.

The Blue Devils’ next challenge
would be the winner of fourth-seeded
Roselle Catholic or The Patrick School,
the top seed, for the UCT crown on
February 24 at Kean University.

“They are both very good teams. It
could go either way,” Ryan said.

“Both teams are good teams. We’ve
beaten Roselle Catholic in one game
and we lost to The Patrick School
twice. Our last game we lost by two,
so it will be interesting to see our third
game with The Patrick School. If not,
then Roselle Catholic is definitely a
very good match-up,” Devitt said.

“We will take either team. We are
excited to get to the county finals.
Either team, we are going to bring it,”
Elliott said.

The Patrick School went on to de-
feat Roselle Catholic, 67-53.
Westfield 12   2 13 12 39
New Providence   8   9   4 12 33

fouled on a 3-point attempt from cen-
ter court and sank two of the three
free throws to give the Cougars a 21-
17 lead at the half.

The seesaw slammed heavily in
favor of the Cougars in the first six
minutes of the third quarter. Wichelns
(4 assists, 5 steals, 4 rebounds) scored
nine of her team-leading 14 points,
including a pair of 3-pointers, during
an 11-4 run to put the Cougars up by
11 points with 2:17 left in the quarter.
Scotti, who finished with four re-
bounds, a block and two steals, added
a lay-up. However, the Crusaders an-
swered with a 7-0 run to cut the Cou-
gars’ lead to 32-28.

Momentum continued with the Cru-
saders in the fourth quarter. Midway
through Danielle Mills
sank a lay-up, was
fouled and hit the free
throw to put the Crusad-
ers up by one. Another
lay-up by Emma Duerr,
who led the team with
11 points, and a pair of
successful free throws
rewarded the Crusaders
with a 39-34 lead with
less than a minute re-
maining in regulation.

The Cougars were
now faced with the pros-
pect of snatching defeat
out of the jaws of vic-
tory and they were not
happy with the thought.
Wichelns and Santarelli,
both assisted by Will-
iams, banged 3-pointers
around one successful
Crusader free throw to
tie the score, 40-40, with
less than nine seconds
on the clock. The Cru-
saders took one last shot
but Williamson, who fin-
ished with four steals
and three assists, tipped
the ball at the buzzer

“We are a very fast-
paced team. We play a
defense that when we steal the ball,
we have two girls who are able to
push the ball up the floor and get a fast
break. That’s what we are known as.
We can run. We are all in great shape.
If Lauren steals the ball, I run up. If I
steal the ball, she runs,” Wichelns
said.

“Me and Camryn try to work to-
gether to steal the ball and help each
other out on the court trying to get the
lead, get the win,” Williamson said.

The Crusaders scored the first two
points of the overtime but Williamson
converted a steal to a lay-up and was

fouled in the process. She made her
free throw. Duerr scored underneath
to put Morris Catholic up by one then
Santarelli was fouled on her 3-point
attempt and sank two free throws.
Wichelns created a steal and immedi-
ately passed to Williamson for a lay-
up to put the Cougars ahead, 47-44,
with 1:03 remaining. Crusader Emily
Schum rolled in a lay-up at the buzzer
in hopes of also drawing a foul but her
shot was wisely unchallenged.

“It was Senior Night, so it was
special for us to play for the seniors.
They had a huge impact on the game.
They started the game, they played
most of the third quarter, which helped
us tremendously. They were the
people who got us the lead,” Wichelns
said.

“They pulled down some big re-
bounds, got some good blocks. They
did some really good stuff for us

tonight. Brianna, Lauren Infante and
Sam had a couple of blocks,” Coach
Dyer said.

“They were pulling a bunch of re-
bounds, got a lot of offensive re-
bounds and they put in the work out
there when we needed it,” Williamson
said.

“We have been playing really well
lately and we decided to keep the
momentum going. It’s good that we
played really strong at the end of the
season because we have states next
week. It was a great win for us,”
Wichelns said.

Curanovic finished with two
blocked shots and two rebounds and
Infante finished with three rebounds
and a steal.

“We are planning on being so good

next year just because we have every-
one coming back. We are going to get
so much better over the summer with
practice. When next season comes,
we are going to get another Union
County championship and states.
That’s the goal,” Wichelns predicted.

“Next season we are going to train
hard. We are going to keep working
throughout the summer just like
Camryn said. We are going to keep
rebuilding and keep it going forward,”
Williamson said.
Morris Catholic   9   8 11 12 6 46
Cranford   8 13 11   8 7 47

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribeProbitas Verus Honos

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2015
Direct: (908) 301-2006  Cell: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@gmail.com

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

48 Barchester Way, Westfield $1,579,000
Completely rebuilt, this sprawling Indian Forest Colonial is nestled on a magnificently landscaped knoll. Inside you will
find quality amenities throughout, including beautiful millwork, a custom curved staircase banister, and gleaming
hardwood floors. The open and spacious floor plan offers wonderful space for entertaining with the gourmet center
island kitchen, as well as, the convenience of a private first floor master bedroom suite option or guest bedroom with
walk-in closet and sumptuous bath with shower. Upstairs is home to the impressive master bedroom suite with its
private bath, and three additional beautiful bedrooms each with access to its own bathroom. A mud room, storage/
utility room, and access to the two car garage are found on the lower level. Located just minutes to award winning
downtown Westfield for shopping, dining, and NYC transportation, this outstanding residence is sure to impress!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday,  March 5th • 1-4PM

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SURROUNDED BY PIONEERS...Blue Devil senior Shannon Devitt, center, finds herself surrounded by Pioneers Katie
Kinum, No. 1, and Hannah Caminiti, left, during the UCT semifinal game at Rahway.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GUARDED BY SENIORS...Crusader Danielle Mills, No. 33, finds herself guarded by Cougar
seniors Sam Curanovic, No. 15, Brianna Scotti, No. 55, and Lauren Infante, No. 24, on “Senior
Night” at Cranford High School.
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Cougars Claim 2 Champions; Blue Devils 1, Raiders 1 at Region 4 Wrestling Tournament
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

1015 Columbus Avenue, Westfield                               $450,000.               
Located in Manor Park, this Cape is enlivened by sunshine and  more 
space than you think. The updated kitchen has stainless appliances, 
Corain counter & breakfast bar. Three sun lit bedrooms are accompanied 
by two full baths and there’s a basement rec room and  patio in the yard. 

9 Jenna Lane, Edison                  $1,150,000. 
Situated at the end of a cul-de-sac bordering a golf course, this sun lit 
Colonial dazzles the eye with a spacious gourmet kitchen, interior French 
doors, vaulted & high ceilings and a marvelous family room. The master 
suite has a sitting room, there’s a junior suite and a patio in the backyard. 

1295 Denmark Road, Plainfield                                            $429,000.      
Netherwood Heights is home to this Colonial which glows with a light-
hearted ambiance. The thoughtfully updated eat-in kitchen and baths are 
complimented by picture perfect living room with fireplace, dining room 
and handsome den. Private spaces are generous as are the outdoor venues. 

1039 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield                   $1,175,000.               
Residing on one of Westfield’s most notable avenues, this quintessential 
Center Hall Colonial features hardwood floors, updated baths & eat-in 
kitchen with granite counters & slider to expansive deck with grilling 
area, hot tub and panoramic view of the 100 x 200  park-like property. 

110 Gallowae, Watchung                               $1,848,000. 
Created for a life of luxury, this glorious residence artfully fuses ele-
gance, creature comforts and design details. The foyer with floating stair-
case introduces the richly appointed rooms including a superb family 
room, top-of-the-line kitchen, fabulous master compound and much more. 

106 Clifton Avenue, Westfield                    $900,000. 
This renovated Colonial melds designer features with an open-concept 
floor plan. Elevating the art of living, the family room flows to the gour-
met kitchen, the laundry room is on the second floor, the third floor has a 

 

- V) who introduced the world of leg
wrestling in a 15-0 tech fall, casting
Miller into the wrestleback rounds.
Miller recovered, however, to record
a 5-2 decision then in his bout for
third place with Luke Niemeyer
(South Plainfield), he recorded three
takedowns and an escape to win, 7-0.

“I felt I had total control of the
offense. I was waiting for him to put
weight on his feet and get that low
single [takedown],” Miller explained

after his bout with Niemeyer. “After
that loss, I got my head in a good
place and took care of business.”

Blue Devil Ricca battled all the
way into the tiebreaker phase of over-
time with Farlan Khan (NH) in the
quarterfinals only to get pinned after
he missed with a Merkel maneuver.
Ricca wrestled his way back to place
fourth and earn his trip to AC.

DiGiovanni won his first bout via
2:00 pin then had another war with

Summit’s Phil Angelo in the semis
before he came out on the bright side
of an overtime scramble to win, 5-3.

“I knew he was going to come at me
hard from the whistle. He got nothing
to lose. He was going to attack and
hopefully break me but I prepared for
any score you put me at. So I got after
it,” DiGiovanni said.

DiGiovanni’s flexibility and crafty
use of legs contributed to the win.

“I contribute that to good training.
I treat my body right, lifting, stretch-
ing. I feel the difference in my matches
that I am a physical wrestler and I can
bail myself out of many situations.
When the kid is closest to scoring,
inches away from scoring two points,
that’s when you break him,”
DiGiovanni revealed.

The win insured DiGiovanni of his
fourth trip to AC but he would have to
face Bob Dinger (Middlesex - Mx)
for the title.

“This is my first time in the finals.
Every time I lost in the semis. I’ve
wrestled Dinger before. He’s tough
but I’m just going to go out and
wrestle,”: DiGiovanni said.

Dinger proved to be formidable
and defeated DiGiovanni, 11-3, for
the crown.

At 113-lbs, Cougar Capece racked
up points with an 11-0 major decision
and followed up with a 14-3 major

victory over Colby Koshinski (V) in
the semis.

“I was just working on takedowns,
kept looking for points and that was
really it. Scoring points,” Capece ex-
plained.

His title bout would be against Mark
Montgomery (RP).

“I didn’t wrestle him. I just worry
about scoring points. That’s all I re-
ally care about. I am looking for points
on top, points from bottom, points on

my feet,” Capece said.
Points were very hard to come by

for either wrestler but Montgomery
eked out a 1-0 decision.

Two Cougars, McGovern and
Concina, showed true courage in their
quest for AC. McGovern was shocked,
5-3, by Justin Haywood (Watchung
Hills) in the 160-lb quarterfinals but
took some heavy breaths and won his
way back to the third place bout where
he faced Haywood once again. Things

were much different this time as he
won with major emphasis, 10-2.

Concina’s situation was a bit dif-
ferent. After pinning Blue Devil Isaiah
Reese in 55 seconds, Concina got
injured midway through his semifinal
bout with Aidan Monteverdi (SHP)
and lost 8-1. Despite the pain, Concina
battled back and earned his second
trip to AC with a 7-6 decision over
Quinn Haddad (GL).

“It’s my last year. I’m going to have
to tough it out. I knew he [Haddad]
was going for the ankle, so I just had
to fight it off,” Concina said.

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
195: — Miller (BR) d Fernandes (V) 4-
2 OT
220: — DelVecchio (SoP) d Khan (Ct)
2-1 OT
Hwt:— Esposito (C) d LaGrippo (W) 3-0
106: — Composto (W) p Melchionda
(SHP), 1:16
113: — Montgomery (RP) d Capece
(C), 1-0
120: — Kelly (SPP) d Heilmann (SoP),
3-0
126: — Royster (R) d Giordano (SoP),
3-2
132: — Scorese (C) d Fuschetto (J), 3-1
138: — Dinger (Mx) md DiGiovanni (C),
11-3
145: — Santos (SPP) d Johnson (Mx)
4-2
152: — Calas (SHP) d Zuena (U) 5-0
160: — Payne (W) d Fernandes (V) 4-3
170: — McLaughlin (W) md Monteverdi
(SHP) 9-1
182: — Wustefeld (SPF) d Haddad (GL)
7-4

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING BACK TO THIRD AT 195-LBS...Blue Devil senior Jack Miller, right, grabs Luke Niemeyer’s (South
Plainfield) ankle en route to a 7-0 victory in the 195-lb third-place consolation bout to earn his trip to AC.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST AT 285-LBS...Cougar Alex Esposito, top, defeated Alex LaGrippo (Woodbridge) 3-0 for the 285-lb crown to earn
his second trip to AC. Esposito, who sports a 29-0 record with 20 pins, was also named Cougar Athlete of the Week.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FOURTH TRIP TO AC...Cougar senior Tom DiGiovanni, left, placed second at
138-lbs to punch his fourth ticket to Atlantic City.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING BACK TO THIRD...Despite an injury, Cougar senior Vince Concina,
top, placed third at 170-lbs to punch his second ticket to Atlantic City.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/23/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017–197
AWARDED TO: Various Experts
SERVICES: for litigation support and

transcription services
PERIOD: January 1, 2017-December

31, 2017
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$100,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/23/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017–189
AWARDED TO: CME Associates,

Monmouth Junction, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide professional plan-

ning and design services, for preparation
and creation of a Master Plan for the
Watchung Reservation

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$43,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/23/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-187
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICES: to provide program services

based on Juvenile Justice Commission
Points of Continuum Prevention, Diver-
sion, Detention, Deposition and Reentry

PERIOD: January 1, 2017-December
31, 2017

COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-
ceed: $511,656.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/23/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-186
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of

Newark $114,854
City of Plainfield $19,470.00
Jewish Community Center $33,814.00
Jewish Family Services
     APC-110 $62,491.00
     APC-111 $81,042.00
     APC-114 $34,187.00
Nutrition Prgm(UCDOA and/or Meals On

Wheels, Inc) APC-117 $353,236.00
Nutrition Prgm(UCDOA and/or Meals On

Wheels, Inc)APC-116 $519,241.00
Rutgers Cooperative Extension

$92,513.00
YM-YWHA of Union County

$50,611.00
SERVICES: to deliver services to Union

County residents 60 years of age or older
and/or their caregivers

PERIOD: January 1, 2017-December
31, 2017

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:
$1,361,459.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $35.19

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000
Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas,

Arnold & Mangan, L.L.C.

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
www.jonbramnick.com

Drug or
Criminal Charges?

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-16-013
to be located in Zone: R-3, on the premises
known as 210 Maple Place, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016, Block No. 268, Lot No. 12,
has been submitted by: Richard Barry of
210 Maple Place, Cranford, New Jersey
07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit:

Remove existing garage and replace
with 2 car garage. 2 foot side yard setback
and 2 foot rear yard setback is proposed
for garage whereas 5 foot setback and 3
foot rear yard setback for an accessory
structure is required (136-34 (A)2). Acces-
sory structure must be a minimum of 10
feet from principal structure whereas 8 feet
is proposed from garage to covered porch
(136-34 (A)7) and any additional relief that
may be required from the board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on March 20, 2017
at 8:15 p.m. in Room 107 of the Cranford
Township Municipal Building, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey. Any
person or persons affected by this applica-
tion will have an opportunity to present any
objections to the proposed development.
The Board does, however, have the right
to exclude repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant:
Richard Barry

210 Maple Place
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $42.33

SUMMER SITTER

Sitter needed to spend summer
weekdays with 2 older kids.
Driver's license & car required.
4 days/wk, up to 8 hrs/day. Send
email to sitter07090@gmail.com.

HELP WANTED

Ukrainian Translation
Seeking native speaker of
Ukrainian to help with short-term
translation project in Westfield.
Must be local. Call (917) 301-1692.

ASIAN ANTIQUES WANTED

All Other Antiques Welcome.
High Prices Paid for Asian Antiques
North Plainfield Antique Gallery
1006 RT22 E. North Plainfield, NJ
Ask for Joseph (973) 641-8053

Cranford Office Space For Rent

Prime location. First Floor. Clean
space ready for immediate
occupancy. Approx. 750/800 sq.ft.
Onsite parking. All utilities
included. Asking $1400/month.
Please call (908) 654-3725

ENGLISH TUTOR

Experienced certified HS and
college English tutor,

specializing in writing, available.
Call (908) 337-6021

WESTFIELD
Wednesday, February 8, Charles Pol-

lard, 54, of Rahway was arrested on an
outstanding criminal warrant from
Westfield for $83. He was picked up at
the Essex County jail and transported to
the Union County jail in lieu of bail
pending a court appearance.

Friday, February 10, Tyler Clark, 27,
of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing criminal warrant from
Westfield, for $1,000, pursuant to turn-
ing himself in at police headquarters.
He was processed and released after
posting the requisite bail.

Sunday, February 12, Roody
Rozelien, 25, of Linden was arrested
and charged with hindering apprehen-
sion of oneself and on two outstanding
warrants pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop at East South Avenue and Cacciola
Place. One was a criminal warrant from
Roselle, for $1,000, and the other was a
traffic warrant from Hillside, for $750.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released on a sum-
mons for the hindering apprehension
complaint pending a Westfield Munici-
pal Court date. Rozelien posted requi-
site bail on the Roselle warrant and was
released on his own recognizance on
the Hillside warrant.

Monday, February 13, Kevin N.
Adams, 33, of Newark was arrested
subsequent to a motor vehicle stop at
East Broad and Elm Streets and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana. Adams was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released on a summons.

Tuesday, February 14, Sean M.
Johnson, 26, of Roselle was arrested
subsequent to a motor vehicle stop at
Lamberts Mill and Raritan Roads and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on a summons.

Tuesday, February 14, Jonathan M.
Bravo, 22, of Union was arrested pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop in the area of
Springfield Avenue and Michael Drive
on charges of possession of less than 50
grams of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS), identified as suspected
marijuana, and possession of drug para-
phernalia. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
on a summons.

Tuesday, February 14, a resident of
the 300 block of Tuttle Parkway re-
ported being the victim of a burglary
and theft. The victim stated that she left
her residence at approximately 6 p.m.
and returned an hour later. She found
that multiple rooms had been gone
through and a few items had been re-
moved from the residence. There were
no suspects at the time of the report.

Wednesday, February 15, Neandra S.
Paul-Evra, 22, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding traffic warrant
from South Plainfield, for $239, pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop in the area of
the 400 block of West South Avenue.
She was transported to police head-
quarters, where she was processed and
released after posting the full bail
amount.

Thursday, February 16, Miriam
Gerges, 22, of Livingston was arrested
on two outstanding warrants from
Westfield, one a criminal warrant and
the other a traffic warrant, for a total of
$1,500 bail, pursuant to a prisoner
pickup at the Livingston Police Depart-

ment. She was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and held in lieu of bail.

Friday, February 17, Timothy L.
Richardson, 35, of Lakewood was ar-
rested on charges of possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of drug paraphernalia
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop in the
area of Central Avenue and Washington
Street. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released with a complaint-sum-
mons.

Friday, February 17, police filed a
report regarding fraud/identity theft for
a victim on the 500 block of Clark
Street. The victim reported that one or
more unknown suspects obtained his
Chase credit card number and charged
$2,000 on it at a Union Township store.
Chase cancelled the card and its fraud
department is investigating.

Friday, February 17, a resident of the
700 block of Scotch Plains Avenue re-
ported being the victim of fraud/iden-
tity theft. The victim stated that one or
more unknown suspects opened a PayPal
account in her name, ran up $579.55 in
charges, and attempted to charge an-
other $11,041.97. PayPal loss preven-
tion personnel are investigating the in-
cident.

Saturday, February 18, Bryan
Menjivar, 18, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with distribution of less
than 50 grams of a CDS, identified as
marijuana, and possession of drug para-
phernalia pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop in the area of West North Avenue
near Edgewood Avenue. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released with a man-
datory Union County Superior Court
date.

Saturday, February 18, Khadija Seidu,
20, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding traffic warrant from
Irvington, for $343, pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of Springfield
Avenue and Woodbrook Circle. She was
transported to police headquarters,
where she was released after posting
full bail.

Monday, February 20, Jihad Baker,
23, of Hillside was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana pursuant to a mo-
tor vehicle stop in the area of Spring-
field Avenue and Woodbrook Circle.
Baker was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released with a complaint-summons.

FANWOOD
Friday, February 24, Brian Walker,

42, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
active warrant out of Elizabeth after a
motor vehicle stop at Midway Avenue
and Gander Place for a motor vehicle
violation. He was processed, posted bail
and released.

Saturday, February 25, Joseph
Mitchell, 35, of Bayonne was arrested
on an active warrant out of Woodbridge
after a motor vehicle stop at Terrill
Road and East Third Street during a
random license plate check. Police con-
firmed the driver was the registered
owner and he was arrested, processed
and released by Woodbridge Municipal
Court.

Saturday, February 25, Michael Scot-
land, 47, of Westfield was arrested on
an active warrant out of Plainfield after
a motor vehicle stop at Terrill Road and
East 7th Street for a motor vehicle vio-
lation. He was arrested, processed and
turned over to Plainfield Police.

Monday, February 27, Thana Jones,
32, of East Orange was arrested on an
active warrant out of East Orange after
a motor vehicle stop at Midway Avenue
and Russell Road for a motor vehicle
violation. She was processed, posted
bail and released.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Monday, February 20, a resident of

North Plainfield reported his 1986
Mustang GT had been stolen from the
1700 block of East Second Street. The
vehicle was recovered by the Newark
Police Department on February 21.

Monday, February 20, Antoinette
Patterson, 39, of Edgewater Park was
arrested on an outstanding warrant out
of Lumberton during the course of a
motor vehicle stop. She was transported
to police headquarters and processed.

Monday, February 20, a resident of
Burnham Court reported being the vic-
tim of fraud after an unknown indi-
vidual opened a Sprint cell phone ac-
count as well as an AT&T direct TV
account in his name.

Monday, February 20, Beoncka Mar-
tin, 34, of Irvington was arrested on
outstanding warrants out of Union Town-
ship, Irvington and Newark during the
course of a motor vehicle stop. Martin
was transported to police headquarters
and processed.

Tuesday, February 21, Faisal
Abouchakra, 58, of Parlin was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of
Secaucus during the course of a motor
vehicle stop. Abouchakra was trans-
ported to police headquarters and pro-
cessed.

Friday, February 24, a resident of
O’Donnell Avenue reported being the
victim of fraud after being contacted by
their credit card company and advised
that several hundred dollars had been
withdrawn from an ATM machine in
Las Vegas, Nev.

Friday, February 24, John Vangeli,
48, of South Bound Brook was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of
Piscataway during the course of a motor
vehicle stop. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters and processed.

Saturday, February 25, a resident of
Green Brook reported her purse had
been stolen while she was attending
services at a Lake Avenue synagogue.

Sunday, February 26, Malcolm
Moore, 24, of Plainfield was arrested
on outstanding warrants out of Plainfield
and Union during the course of a motor
vehicle stop. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters and processed.

CRANFORD
Tuesday, February 14, Lindsay

Reeseg, 23, of Rahway was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after a 2014 Hyundai was
stopped at the intersection of Walnut
and Blake Avenues for a lane violation.
Following an investigation at the scene
police determined that the driver,
Reeseg, was driving while intoxicated.
Reeseg was arrested, processed and re-
leased to a family member pending a
Municipal Court appearance. Reeseg
was issued motor vehicle summonses
for failure to exhibit documents, delay-
ing traffic, failure to maintain lane,
careless driving and possession of an
open container of alcohol in a motor
vehicle.

Tuesday, February 14, Frank R. Evans,
21, of Summit was arrested on charges
of possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession of
paraphernalia. While on routine patrol
police located a suspicious occupied
2005 Honda in the area of Park Drive.
Following an investigation at the scene
police located marijuana inside the ve-
hicle. The driver, Evans, was arrested,
processed and released pending a Mu-
nicipal Court appearance. He was is-
sued a motor vehicle summons for pos-
sessing a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS) inside a motor vehicle.

Tuesday, February 14, Alan Lopez-
Baylon, 31, of Linden and Nicole
Hoffman, 26, of Colonia were arrested
on charges of possession of a CDS
(heroin), possession of paraphernalia,
possession of a hypodermic syringe and
contempt of court after a 1998 Ford was
stopped at the intersection of Centen-
nial Avenue and Hayes Street for failure
to utilize a turn signal. Following an
investigation at the scene police located
heroin on both the driver, Hoffman, and
the passenger, Lopez-Baylon. Hoffman
and Lopez-Baylon were arrested, pro-
cessed and issued a Superior Court date.
Hoffman was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for failing to utilize her turn
signal, failure to exhibit documents and
possessing a controlled dangerous sub-
stance in a motor vehicle. Lopez-Baylon
was turned over to the Middlesex County
Sheriff’s Department on an outstanding
warrant.

Tuesday, February 14, William
Dubrel, 27, of Deal Island, Md. was
arrested and charged with DWI after
police responded to Hamilton Avenue
on a reported motor vehicle accident.
Following an investigation at the scene
police determined that the driver of a
1996 Ford, Dubrel, was DWI. Dubrel
was processed and released to a friend
pending a Municipal Court appearance.
Dubrel was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for careless driving, delaying
traffic and possessing an open container
of alcohol in a motor vehicle.

Thursday, February 16, Kenneth
Mattei, 25, of Elizabeth was arrested
and charged with DWI after police re-
sponded to a municipal lot on a report of
a suspicious motor vehicle. Police lo-
cated a 2013 Ford, and following an
investigation at the scene, determined
that the driver, Mattei, was operating
the vehicle while intoxicated. Mattei
was arrested, processed and released to
a friend pending a Municipal Court
appearance.

Thursday, February 16, Ahmed Al
Ameri, 19, of Rahway was arrested on
charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia after a 2001
Toyota was stopped at the intersection
of East North and Elizabeth Avenues
for a seatbelt violation. Following an
investigation at the scene police located
marijuana on a passenger, Al Ameri. Al

Ameri was arrested, processed and re-
leased pending a Municipal Court ap-
pearance. Al Ameri also was issued a
motor vehicle summons for failure to
wear a seatbelt.

Friday, February 17, Portia Alston,
24, of Morristown was arrested on
charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia after a 2015
Mitsubishi was stopped at the intersec-
tion of Myrtle Street and Rod Smith
Place for an equipment violation. Fol-
lowing an investigation at the scene
police located marijuana on the driver,
Alston. Alston was arrested, processed
and released pending a Municipal Court
appearance. Additionally, Alston was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
driving with a suspended license, un-
clear plates and possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance in a motor
vehicle.

Friday, February 17, Laury Desrosiers,
25, of Linden was arrested on charges of
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession of
paraphernalia after a 1998 Honda was
stopped at the intersection of Centen-
nial Avenue and Raritan Road for mak-
ing an illegal turn. Following an inves-
tigation at the scene police located mari-
juana on the driver, Desrosiers.
Desrosiers was arrested, processed and
released pending a Municipal Court
appearance. Desrosiers was issued mo-
tor vehicle summonses for improper
turn and possessing a controlled dan-
gerous substance in a motor vehicle.

Thursday, February 23, Steven
DeLuke, 24, of Cranford was arrested
on charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia after a 2003
Mitsubishi was stopped at the intersec-
tion of Raritan Road and Coleman Av-
enue for multiple equipment violations.
Following an investigation at the scene
police located marijuana inside the ve-
hicle. A passenger, DeLuke, was ar-
rested, processed and released pending
a Municipal Court appearance. The
driver was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for driving with his high beams
illuminated and failure to inspect.

Thursday, February 23, Aziz Smith,
25, of Woodbridge was arrested and
charged with hindering apprehension
and contempt of court after a 2010 Ford
was stopped at the intersection of the
Garden State Parkway Northbound 137
ramp and East North Avenue for mul-
tiple equipment violations. Following
an investigation at the scene, police
determined that a passenger, Smith, had
provided a false name. Furthermore, it
was determined that Smith had an ac-
tive warrant out of Kenilworth. Smith
was arrested, processed and released
after posting bail on the Kenilworth
warrant.

Thursday, February 23, Patrick
Cherego, 51, of Toms River was ar-
rested on charges of possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of paraphernalia after
police were dispatched to the area of
Mohawk Park on a report of a suspi-
cious motor vehicle. While en route to
that location police observed a motor
vehicle matching the description go past.
Police conducted a motor vehicle stop
of a 2010 Chevy at the intersection of
West Lincoln and Burnside Avenues.
Following an investigation at the scene,
police located marijuana on the driver,
Cherego. Cherego was arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a Munici-
pal Court appearance.

Friday, February 24, Derrick Giles,
26, of East Orange was arrested on
charges of possession of prescription
medication and possession of parapher-
nalia. During a routine patrol of the
Centennial Avenue Pool Complex, po-
lice located an occupied 2000 Mercury.
Following an investigation at the scene
police located a quantity of prescription
medications on a passenger, Giles. Giles
was arrested, processed and released
pending a Superior Court appearance.

Sunday, February 26, Didier Zuniga,
35, of Elizabeth was arrested for con-
tempt of court and on charges of posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and possession of parapher-
nalia after a 1994 Toyota was stopped at
the intersection of East North Avenue
and Carpenter Place for a seatbelt vio-
lation. Following an investigation at the
scene police determined that a passen-
ger, Zuniga, had an active warrant for
his arrest. Zuniga was arrested on the
active warrant, and prior to transport
police located marijuana on Zuniga.
Zuniga was processed and issued a sum-
mons to appear in Municipal Court.

Sunday, February 26, Adriano
Romano, 27, of Newark was arrested on
charges of hindering apprehension, ag-
gravated assault, resisting arrest, disor-
derly conduct and contempt of court
after police responded to the area of
Riverside Drive on a report of a suspi-
cious motor vehicle. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene police deter-
mined that the driver, Romano, had an
active warrant out of Newark. As offic-
ers were attempting to place Romano
under arrest, Romano began to resist
arrest and spit on multiple officers.
Romano was eventually handcuffed,
processed and released pending a court
appearance.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/23/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017–193
amending (Resolution No. 2016-454)
AWARDED TO: Remington, Vernick

& Arango Engineers, Secaucus, New
Jersey

SERVICES: to provide Design, Construc-
tion Administration and Inspection Ser-
vices for the Green Lane Park Improve-
ment Project in the Township of Union

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$7,500.00 for a new contract amount not to
exceed $206,835.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $23.97

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/23/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017–190
AWARDED TO: Maser Consulting,

PA, of Red Bank, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide Engineering De-

sign, Construction Administration and In-
spection Services for a parking lot and turf
improvements for the Wheeler Park Pool &
Turf Improvement Project

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$163,379.000

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/23/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017–191
AWARDED TO: Neglia Engineering

Associates, of Clark, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide Engineering De-

sign, Construction Administration and In-
spection Services for the Replacement of
Two Pedestrian Bridges at Conant &
Nomahegan Parks

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$164,212.000

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/23/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017–205
AWARDED TO: Bauch, Zucker,

Hatfield, LLC of Springfield, New Jer-
sey

SERVICES: in the matter entitled Bar-
bara Egger v. UC, et als.

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$20,000.00 for a sum not to ex-
ceed$140,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/23/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017–192
AWARDED TO: Neglia Engineering

Associates, of Clark, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide Engineering De-

sign, Construction Administration and In-
spection Services for the Rahway Park
Pool Diving Tank Demolition

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$29,057.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/23/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-183
amending (Resolution No.2016-705)
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICES: to award a grant extension

to the Covenant House/Supportive Hous-
ing subcontract

PERIOD: December 1, 2015-March 31,
2017

COSTS: no change in funding and no
other changes to spending plan.

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/23/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-179
AWARDED TO: Robert Wood

Johnson University Hospital, Rahway,
New Jersey

SERVICES: to provide rental space for
forensic examinations and autopsies

PERIOD: January 1, 2017-December
31, 2019

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:
$60,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/23/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-178
AWARDED TO: DW Pathology Ser-

vice, New Providence, New Jersey
SERVICES: to be available in the ab-

sence of the County Medical Examiner
COSTS: for an amount not to exceed

$200,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 3/2/17, The Leader Fee: $19.89

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
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POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Lion
A Prince of the Jungle

4 popcorns

NJWA Celebrates 45th
Anniversary Gala Brunch

Wardlaw-Hartridge
Presents Cinderella

INDIE FILM WINNER...The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison held its
fourth annual INDIE Film Festival on February 22 at the South Orange Perform-
ing Arts Center in South Orange. The student filmmakers were escorted to the
venue in limousines and entered SOPAC on a red carpet prior to the film showcase.
They posed for pictures on the red carpet as the event took on the aura of a night
at the Oscars. Julie Hamilton, right, INDIE Film Festival coordinator, presents
the award for Best Narrative to Emilia Tobey of Scotch Plains.

Pineda Conservatory

June 26-July 22 Closed June 31-July 4
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A  Summer Theater Training Program 
With  a Professional staff and Broadway Guest Artists

Classes Held from 9am -2:50PM 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church Mountainside
(1 Block off of Rt. 22)  Early drop off @ 8:30 available

Other Programs: 
Spotlight Theater  for Grades 6-8 
Show: HOMEROOM 101 with NYC and NJ Performance
Limited Enrollment 

Starlight Theater for Grades 2-5 
SHOW:  SEUSSICAL KIDS
Performance at Our Lady of Lourdes

CENTER  STAGE PROGRAM AND PRODUCTION
For students entering 9th Grade through high school.

@ OffBroadway PLAYERS THEATER 
in NYC. Classes in Mountainside, NJ.
AUDITION DATES : March 19 & 26 by appointment 

www.PINEDACONSERVATORY.com

The Trials & Tribulations of Life on Stage
A Musical Revue of Broadway’s Best Music

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Watching Garth Davis’s Lion, about
a five-year-old Indian boy who gets
lost thousands of miles from his home,
the innate humanitarian in you won-
ders just how many years of do-
gooding it might take to put a dent in
the horrific squalor the tale depicts.
The poverty, the social equivalent of
that stench-filled restaurant bathroom
that has never left your psyche, is
overwhelming. Shocked by the no
holds barred expose of how 80 per-
cent of the world lives in destitution,
you are humbled by your good for-
tune.

Granted, scripture reads that “The
poor will always be with you,” and
there has never been any shortage of
those wicked sorts who have seized
that phrase as permission to absolve
themselves of any real commitment
to humanity. They have fashioned all
manner of economic alchemy to ra-
tionalize how their single-minded
march to the accumulation of bangles,
baubles, beads and Swiss bank ac-
counts benefits the less affluent.
Known as the trickledown theory
since the 1950s, like Beelzebub it has
had numerous aliases over the mil-
lennia.

The thought here as we watch little
lost Saroo try to find his way home on
the subcontinent is that while the poor
may always be with us, nothing in
Matthew says we’re not allowed to
whittle that down to just two or three
folks who could maybe switch off
being our poor. But in the meantime,
until people decide whether or not
they want to embrace their fellow
countrymen instead of demonizing
them, the Me First mantra perpetu-
ates a law of the jungle that shame-
lessly contends we can evolve no
better than this.

Fortunately, Saroo is too young to
be afflicted with this rabid pessimism
currently masquerading as populism.
Fully in survival mode and still blessed
with that idealism that distinguishes
us from the savage beast, he traverses
the landscape of India. We are aghast
as the harrowing journey, based on a
true story, thrashes our sensibilities.
Bouncing from one train car to an-
other and walking miles across inhos-
pitable geography, it is heinous that
this child must use his intuition to
evade those depraved scum who
would do him harm.

Along the way, as Saroo does the
human version of Anna Sewell’s
“Black Beauty,” we learn that about
80,000 children go missing each year
in India, and that 11 million kids
currently live on the streets of India
alone. It’s a bit much to digest. But
while we might for a moment be
tempted to give up on nobler dreams,
just as a disconcerting portion of

Americans recently did, our better
instinct says no…emphatically, no!
Encouraged by drama doing what it
does best, we need little convincing
to be invested in Saroo. If he sur-
vives, it is civilization’s vicarious vic-
tory.

Sunny Pawar, who plays the five-
year-old Saroo, which means Lion,
does a fantastic job of winning our
hearts. ‘Run, Saroo,’ we implore as he
navigates the maze of desperate schem-
ing that flourishes in the crime-ridden
catacombs of the world’s dreggiest
locales. There, regarded as no more
than worker ants, ostensibly left to
fend in any way that they can, the
population sees no oddity in this way-
ward waif. He is familiar, symptom-
atic, unthinkingly swept under the car-
pet of, ‘Well, that’s just the way it is.’

Forget for a moment that nearly
half the people in our own country
aren’t really sure if they want to help
the other half, to ensure, at the very
least, their brethren’s right to seek
good health. I mean, we do have that
‘pursuit of happiness’ thing, and one
can’t very well pursue much happi-
ness if he or she is plagued by inad-
equate doctoring and beleaguered
with hospital bills that can spell im-
poverishment. And we are First World
people. The desolation is multiplied
tenfold for Saroo.

But cheer up, just a little. The as-
tuteness of this film is that a twist of
good fate for Saroo doesn’t diminish
its important message. Fast forward
from our intrepid moppet’s wander-
ing in the wilderness and the plot
switches gears to a related, equally
challenging issue. Offered the chance
to be moral participants in the mull-
ing of highminded hopes and dreams
not only for Saroo, but for every
human being lost in the indifference
of greedy excuses, you might con-
sider a vow…to care a bit more, to cut
out the self-delusion. Listen. The
clarion call sounds across our land.

The significance of the temporary
ennobling such profoundly artistic
muckraking creates is not that some-
one will now put a few more coins in
the charity canister the nice old lady
in front of the supermarket is shaking.
But rather, it is more an invitation to
become concerned with the
commonweal, like when Paul
Henreid’s Victor Laszlo at the end of
“Casablanca” (1942) says to Bogie’s
Rick, “Welcome back to the fight.
This time I know our side will win.”
Saroo’s exciting but distressing ad-
venture offers a Lion’s share of such
honorable thoughts.

***
Lion, rated PG-13, is a Weinstein

Company release directed by Garth
Davis and stars Sunny Pawar, Dev
Patel and Nicole Kidman. Running
time: 118 minutes

CELEBRATION...Music by the Florian Schantz Jazz Combo will be featured at
the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts 45th Anniversary Around the World
Brunch on Sunday, March 12.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
will celebrate a milestone with its
45th Anniversary Around the World
Brunch on Sunday, March 12 at 12
pm at Snuffy’s Pantagis Renaissance
at 250 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Founded in 1972 by Ted
Schlosberg, who had been a music
teacher in the Westfield Public
Schools, the Workshop was a response
to parent and student interest in offer-
ing options for children to pursue
their musical development through-
out the summer. Mr. Schlosberg de-
vised a five week program, the
Westfield Band-Orchestra-Chorus
Summer Workshop, which was first
held at Westfield High School and
alternately at both Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools.

The following year, the program
grew to encompass musical theater
and eventually drama and dance. By
1974, fine arts and crafts were added
and succeeding years saw the inclu-
sion of creative courses in language,
writing, special interests and pre-
school classes.

Always interested in fostering a love
of music, Mr. Schlosberg began pri-
vate instrumental lessons in his home
in 1980. In time, he had enough stu-
dents to look for more room and ac-
quired teaching and office space on
Route 22 West in Mountainside. Mr.
Schlosberg saw how both children and
adults were interested in pursuing their

musical interests year-round and, in
1989, he founded the Music Studio,
which was then located in an office
building on South Avenue in Fanwood.
The number of students grew and, in
1993, the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts moved into its present home at
150 East Broad Street in Westfield and
eventually also took over number 152
East Broad Street as well.

Over these past 45 years, the NJWA
has enrolled students of all ages in its
many programs, bands, ensembles and
orchestras.  The dedicated staff and
individual and corporate sponsors,
who have donated their time, exper-
tise and finances, have helped thou-
sands of people be exposed to artisti-
cally creative  experiences.

The Sunday, March 12 celebration
will feature music by various musical
groups among them the Florian
Schantz Jazz Combo, the Interna-
tional Alphorn Ensemble  and a spe-
cial Gala Orchestra, comprised of the
members of the Wednesday Morning
Strings and the Saturday Afternoon
Orchestras. The event will include
fine food and  children’s activities,
face painting, balloon twisting and
caricature drawing. Proceeds from
the gala will benefit the NJWA Schol-
arship Fund.

To obtain a ticket for the 45th An-
niversary Around the World Brunch,
or to make a donation, call (908) 789-
9696 or visit the NJWA office at 150-
152 East Broad Street in Westfield.

EDISON – The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School will present its spring musi-
cal, Cinderella, from Friday, March 3
through Sunday, March 5. The three-
performance run includes 7:30 p.m.
shows on Friday and Saturday, March
3 and 4, and a 3 p.m. matinee finale on
Sunday, March 5.

Hannah Yates of Piscataway will
play the starring role of Cinderella,
with Thomas Borner du Cane of
Plainfield and Steven Bessette of
Scotch Plains cast as the Prince and
King, respectively. Other leading
players include Aanandi Murlidharan

of Edison, Carlin Schildge of
Westfield, Aaliah Burney of Sewaren,
Priya Golding of North Plainfield and
Pooja Nandhyala of Edison.

Tickets are $10 for adults and stu-
dents and $5 for senior citizens. For
more information, contact Sharon
Byrne at sbyrne@whschool.org or
(908) 754-1882, ext. no. 186.

Free Evening Concerts
Offered in Westfield

Romeo and Juliet Comes to
UCPAC With a Twist

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield invites the public to two
free concerts in March. The first con-
cert is on Wednesday, March 8 at 7:30
p.m., at the First Baptist Church, 170
Elm Street, Westfield, and features a
wonderful range of musicians and com-
positions.

Pianist Yuly Verbitsky will begin the
concert with Schubert’s Impromptu in
A-flat major, Op. 142, No. 2. This will
be followed by two compositions by
Franz Liszt: Sonnet 104 by Petrarch in
E major and ‘Un Sospiro’ (A Sigh),
Étude in D-flat.

The second portion of the concert
will feature tenor saxophonist Chris
Dellarso accompanied by pianist Mary
Beth McFall. They will perform Sonata
for Tenor Saxophone and Piano, Op.
117, composed by Trygve Madsen.

Violinist Debra Biderman and pia-
nist Carolle-Ann Mochernuk will close
with program with the first and fourth
movements of the Sonata in A major for
Violin and Piano by César Franck.

The second concert, presented on
Wednesday, March 29 at 7:30 p.m.,
also at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, is the annual Junior Musical
Club’s Ensemble Concert featuring tal-
ented teen-aged musicians.  These
young artists have chosen instrumental
duets, trios and quartets, and also song
selections, from the immortal music of
the past 300 years.

 The Musical Club of Westfield, cel-
ebrating its 101st year, offers monthly
performances by local and guest musi-
cians, sponsors the monthly meetings
and the yearly concerts of the Junior
Musical Club, and supports college
music majors with scholarships.

The audience is invited to a reception
following each concert to enjoy light
refreshments and to meet the artists.

RAHWAY – The first three week-
ends in March bring William
Shakespeare's famous classic Romeo
and Juliet to the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center's Hamilton Stage.
However, the show may be a little
different than audiences remember.
The setting will be 1995 New Or-
leans, Louisiana, and the Montagues
and Capulets will be transformed into
the Bacchus and Comus Krewes of
Mardi Gras.

The Mistick Krewe of Comus was
first formed in 1857, and it is consid-
ered the first New Orleans krewe that
originated the modern day definition.
Krewes are organizations, with vary-
ing qualifications for membership,
that create parade floats, elaborate
costumes and high-class events for
Mardi Gras. The Krewe of Comus
takes its name from the Greek god of
festivity and chaos, and its primary
purpose at its inception was to trans-
form very violent and unruly Mardi
Gras celebrations into something
more sophisticated and revered. From
that time onward, countless other
krewes were created, including the
Bacchus Krewe. The Bacchus Krewe
was formed over a century after the
Comus Krewe in 1968, and its pri-
mary objective was to once again
shake up Mardi Gras celebrations by
breaking with tradition. Their almost
irreverent choice of Greek god,
Bacchus, god of wine, reflected this
purpose; Bacchus is the father of
Comus. The Bacchus Krewe pro-
ceeded to hold Sunday night parades,
ask celebrities to act as the "king" in
the parades and have that king throw
out his own favors without the aid of
attendants. In addition, their floats
were a cut above in terms of size and
elaborate dressings. The Bacchus
defied the old ways in favor of the

new. It's these two very different,
opposing krewes, one representing
tradition, the other representing
change, that will be portrayed in the
classic roles of both Romeo's and
Juliet's famous families. The year of
1995 takes on a particular signifi-
cance, in that in 1991, the Mistick
Krewe of Comus stopped parading
altogether. When pressed to disclose
the list of their members in favor of
preventing discrimination, the old
krewe refused due to their oaths to
secrecy.

For a complete list of showings
visit ucpac.org. Tickets are $15 and
can be purchased online at ucpac.org,
over the phone by calling (732) 499-
8226 or in person at the box office. A
$10 student/senior price is available
by phone or in person only. Box of-
fice hours are Tuesday through Satur-
day, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., with extended
hours on Thursdays, 11 a.m. to 8
p.m.. The Union County Performing
Arts Center's Hamilton Stage is lo-
cated in downtown Rahway at 360
Hamilton Street and is easily acces-
sible to major roads and public trans-
portation.

Imperial Brass Band to
Perform at Redeemer
WESTFIELD – Imperial Brass

Band will perform with special guest
soloist, Derek Fenstermacher, princi-
pal tuba with the New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra. The performance
will be on Sunday, March 5, at 4 p.m.
at Redeemer Lutheran Church.

Tickets will be available at the door.
Adults are $15, Seniors are$10 and
Children/Students are $5 each.

Redeemer Lutheran Church is lo-
cated at 229 Cowperthwaite Place,
Westfield.

Posthumous Book Launch to
Celebrate Wendy Rosenberg
 FANWOOD – The Fanwood Arts

Council and the Carriage House Po-
etry Series invite the public to attend
a special posthumous book launch
for Whatever Happens by Wendy
Rosenberg of Westfield, on Sunday,
March 5, from 3 to 5 p.m. at the

Kuran Arts Center, adjacent to
Fanwood Borough Hall (GPS use 75
North Martine Ave., Fanwood, NJ).

 Whatever Happens is a collection
of Wendy Rosenberg’s poems.
Wendy was planning the book when
she was diagnosed with pancreatic
cancer in April 2016. She faced a
terrible illness with amazing cour-
age and grace. Sadly, Wendy passed
away on August 13, before the book
was completed. Friends and family
members have completed the project
for her.

 Wendy Rosenberg was a special
education teacher with many years
of experience as a teacher and a
poet. She became a Certified Ap-
plied Poetry Facilitator (CAPT)
through the National Federation of
Biblio/Poetry Therapy, and was a
member of the National Association
for Poetry Therapy (NAPT). She at-
tended the Expressive Arts Institute
at Salve Regina University where
she received training as an Expres-
sive Art Education Facilitator. Wendy
was also a Kaizen-Muse creativity
coach and a Reiki master.

 The book launch for Whatever
Happens will celebrate Wendy’s life
and her legacy of words. The public
is welcome to attend. The 90-page
book will be available for purchase,
and all proceeds will go to charity.
There will be a brief reading of po-
ems from the book at 4 p.m. and
refreshments will be served. There is
no charge for admission.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

New Art Group has
Annual Exhibit at the
Watchung Arts Center

WATCHUNG – The New Art
Group gives the word Catalyst a whole
new meaning in their annual March
exhibit at the Watchung Arts Center.
Catalyst will be on display from
Wednesday, March 1 to Friday, March
31 in the Heinz Otto Gallery at The
Watchung Art Center, 18 Stirling
Road, Watchung. The opening recep-
tion will be held on Sunday, March 5
from 1 to 4 p.m. featuring artist talks,
wine and an opportunity to network.
The reception and exhibit are free
and open to the public.

The exhibit title and theme came
about through the influence and in-
spiration that the group’s founder,
Jim Fuess, gave to the members over
the years.

The New Art Group today consists
of New Jersey based artists Susan
Ahlstrom, Francesca Azzara
(Westfield), Nancy Ori, Paul XO
Pinkman, Heidi Sussman and Gail
Winbury (Westfield).

goleader.com
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Alliance Rep. Theatre Presents
Danny and the Deep Blue Sea

NY Metropolitan Opera Singers
Join New Jersey Festival Orchestra

430 NORTH AVENUE E  •  WESTFIELD,  NJ • (908)  233-2424 • VINERIPEMARKETS.COM
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La TraviataLa TraviataLa Traviata

MUSIC DIRECTOR DAVID WROE

present

    and

by GIUSEPPE VERDIby GIUSEPPE VERDI

 Jessica Sandidge Violetta
 Cody Austin  Alfredo
 Louis Otey   Germont
 David Wroe Conductor
 Maria Todaro Stage Director 
  and Designer Saturday, March 4 at 7pm  

The Presbyterian Church, 
Westfi eld

Sunday, March 5 at 3pm   
The Concert Hall, 

Drew University, Madison

Marty
Jeiven

TICKETS $26-$76 | students $15 

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SUMMIT – Sometimes a do-over
can be a great thing. It’s true for char-
acters in a play as well as in real life.

Ask Michael Driscoll, the artistic
director of Alliance Repertory The-
atre who said in a phone interview
last week that he’s looking forward
to directing Danny and the Deep
Blue Sea for the second time in his
career. “I’ve done this play before;
in fact, it was one of the first shows
I ever directed for the Black Box at
the Villagers in Somerset,” he said.

Mr. Driscoll, an actor turned pro-
ducer/director over the last decades,
is excited about directing Danny
and the Deep Blue Sea by John
Patrick Shanley. “I wanted to direct
this show four or five years ago, but

I couldn’t get the rights. When it
became available, I knew it was the
right time to do it.”

What attracted Mr. Driscoll to
the show is simple. “It’s a two hander
[two actors only] that’s perfect for
our small stage area at the Mondo
Building in Summit,” he explained.
The Alliance Repertory Theatre is
housed in the basement of the build-
ing that is part art gallery/coffee
shop/free market clothing and goods
store located on 426 Springfield
Avenue.

The show has a running time of
70 minutes presented without inter-
mission. “It’s three scenes that deal
with a young man who is filled with
self-loathing and a single mom filled
with guilt,” Mr. Driscoll said. He
continued, “It’s a beautiful story, a
whirlwind of hate and love. It’s a

last chance at a connection and they
seem to recognize themselves in
each other.”

For some, that may sound like a
somewhat depressing premise, but
Mr. Driscoll assures that it isn’t.
“The audience will root hard for
these two. Shanley [the playwright]
believes there is beauty in the hid-
eous.  He thinks life is a boxing
match that ends up in a loving em-
brace.”

This is the theatre’s third season
at Mondo. If you haven’t seen a
show in that intimate basement the-
atre there yet, now just might be the
time to go. Danny and the Deep
Blue Sea runs March 3 through 18
on Friday and Saturday nights at 8
p.m. and Thursday, March 9 at 8
p.m. For tickets, call (908) 472-
1502 or visit alliancerep.org.

Photo Courtesy of Zoe Radar
A NEW PERSPECTIVE...Zoe Radar travels to Western Kenya to help provide clean drinking water to children. See story
on Page 9.

 WESTFIELD – On Saturday,
March 4 soloists from the New York
Metropolitan Opera and beyond will
come to Westfield to partner with
New Jersey Festival Orchestra
(NJFO) to present Giuseppe Verdi’s
most loved and most poignant work
La Traviata. The performance will
take place at the Presbyterian Church
at 7 p.m.

 This powerful romantic drama, il-
luminated through Verdi’s soaring
arias and passionate duets, is surely
one of the most popular operas of all
time. A cast of internationally ac-
claimed guest performers assembled
from Maestro David Wroe’s exten-
sive contacts in European and Ameri-
can opera houses, joins NJFO to
present this magnum opus that is sure
to melt even the coldest heart.

 “Audience members can expect a
roaring good time,” Maestro Wroe
said. “They will be exposed to superb
professional singers who have per-
formed this opera with many opera
houses throughout the world. Each
soloist is a star who brings outstand-
ing technique and exemplary artistic
interpretation to what is almost end-
less stream of famous arias.”

 Metropolitan Opera soprano Jes-
sica Sandidge makes her NJFO debut
as Violetta, the fallen woman who
sacrifices her last chance for love.
Ms. Sandidge was recently featured
in the New York Metropolitan Opera
production of Janacek’s Jenufa and
as the soprano soloist in the National
Chorale’s Messiah at the Lincoln
Center.

 Returning to NJFO to co-star as

Alfredo is American Tenor Cody
Austin. With his warm and rich voice,
Mr. Austin is quickly becoming one
of the most promising singing actors
of his age. He has sung leading roles
with Opera Santa Barbara, Lyric Op-
era Virginia, Utah Opera, and Opera
Grand Rapids. In Philadelphia he was
recently featured as tenor soloist in
the Philly Pops in a program entitled
“The Great American Tenor.” He was
heard to great acclaim in Westfield
last December as one of NJFO’s Holi-
day Tenors.

 Singing the role of Germont,
Alfredo’s father is Louis Otey, a Met-
ropolitan Opera baritone with out-
standing artistry that has won him
universal recognition as a major stage
personality noted for his incisive in-
terpretations. Described by the New
York Times as “ardent and moving”
with a baritone that  “blooms,” Mr.
Otey made his Metropolitan Opera
debut as Mr. Astley in Prokofiev’s
The Gambler and his European debut
as the title role in Eugene Onegin in
Basel.  In addition to regular engage-
ments at the MET and NY City Op-
era, Mr. Otey has performed count-
less leading roles in prestigious opera
companies and theaters worldwide.

 Rounding out the formidable cast
are Elena T Bird, (Annina), Rachelle
Pike (Flora), Joseph Flaxman (Baron),
Brian Montgomery (Dr. Grenvil), and
Oliver Sewell (Gastone).

 Additionally, Mr. Wroe promises
a modern twist on the classic, which
he attributes to stage director Maria
Todaro.

 “Maria brings the story up to 2017

and uses clever lighting techniques to
create mood, drama and intimacy,”
Mr. Wroe said. “The staging will be
visually exciting with colorful artistic
design, costumes and props, bringing
this emotional, timeless tale of hy-
pocrisy and sacrifice to real-time
modern day. I predict that there will
not be a dry eye in the house!”

 Presented in conjunction with Ray
Catena of Union, La Traviata has
been made possible through addi-
tional generous support of The
DeAlessandro Family in memory of
Joseph T. DeAlessandro, Marty
Jeivens, the NJ State Council on the
Arts and the Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation.

The concert will take place at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield on
Saturday March 4 at 7 p.m. at the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield with
a free pre-concert lecture presented
by musicologist Michael Rosin at 6
p.m. The performance will be re-
peated on Sunday afternoon, March 5
at 3 p.m. at The Concert Hall located
in The Dorothy Young Center for the
Performing Arts at Drew University
in Madison.

 Tickets rage from $28 to $76, stu-
dents under 18 are $15 and are avail-
able online at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tickets
may also be purchased by calling the
box office (908) 232-9400.
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COMPOSTO, ESPO, SCORESE, WUSTEFELD WIN TITLES; CAPECE, DiGIOVANNI PLACE 2ND

Cougars Claim 2; WF 1, SPF 1Champ at Region 4 Wrestling
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CJ Composto became the first
freshman in Westfield High School
history to win a region wrestling
championship and he accom-
plished his mission at 106-lbs in
style at the Region 4 Champion-
ship at Union High School on
February 25. The Cranford Cou-
gars claimed two champs with
seniors Alex Esposito (285-lbs)
and Chris Scorese (132-lbs), and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood claimed
one champ with junior Sam
Wustefeld (182-lbs).

With the top-4 competitors in
each class qualifying for the
NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic
City (AC) this weekend, the Blue
Devils will also send seniors Jack
Miller, who took third at 195-lbs,
and Phil Ricca, who placed fourth
at 220-lbs. Cougar seniors Tom
DiGiovanni (138-lbs) and An-
thony Capece (113-lbs) both
placed second and seniors Vince
Concina (170-lbs) and Brian
McGovern (160-lbs) placed third.

Composto’s journey began with
a 17-1 tech fall over Linden’s
John Ojeda then his ticket to AC

was punched when he defeated
Roselle Park’s (RP) Gabe Leo, 8-
1, in the semis.

“It’s great already going to AC
this early in the tournament but
I got to keep going. I can’t stop
right now. I got to reach the
title,” Composto said.

This was the third time he faced
Leo.

“In the districts, he went in on
a low single, so I just had to stay
low. Every time he went to shoot,
I just down blocked,” Composto
said.

Composto’s first points were
with a slick duck under takedown.

“He took a shot and I just went
right under him,” Composto said.

He also added two more

takedowns. “They were re-at-
tacks. He went low single. I was
just waiting and went right after
him. I just went around him,”
Composto described.

Composto was also attempting
to tilt Leo for back points. “I kept
getting a bunch of one counts. I
couldn’t elevate him. I was too

parallel with him,” Composto
explained.

But as he did when he won the
district title, Composto put on
quite a show in the title bout and
pinned top-seeded Larry
Melchionde (Seton Hall Prep —
SHP) in just 1:16 with a double
arm bar stack.

On the far end of the spectrum,
Esposito pinned his first oppo-
nent in 55 seconds then had a
battle with big man Danny Petrela
(Summit - S), who won an initial
scramble for a takedown early in
the semifinal bout.

“My plan was to get a takedown
in the first. Get a head start. I
watched him in his previous
match and he didn’t really do
much of a shot. So I thought that
if I get a takedown, I could build

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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a lead and win. I took a bad shot.
Both of us got stuck in a scramble.
He threw a headlock and got the
two,” Esposito explained.

Esposito quickly recovered and
pinned Petrela with a hammerlock
to half nelson in 3:10.

“He definitely was very slip-
pery. He’s a very good wrestler
with throws. When he went for
the reverse, I got him on his back
for the pin,” Esposito said.

After his bout, Esposito would
face the winner between Alex
LaGrippo (Woodbridge -W) or
Charles Tordik (North Hunterdon
- NH).

“They both are tough. LaGrippo
has almost the same build as
Summit. Hard to shoot on. Tordik
definitely is a big strong kid I
have to watch out for. Right now,
I am already thinking about what
I am going to do,” Esposito said.

Esposito faced LaGrippo, whom
he defeated for the district title,
and pulled off an escape and a
double-leg tackle takedown to
win the title with a 3-0 decision.

Scorese had an adventure on
his way to the 132-lb title. After

notching a 16-1 tech fall in the
quarterfinals, Scorese was cruis-
ing along with a 7-0 lead over
Andrew Gapas (NH). In the third
period, Gapas added a reversal
and a nearfall to make the score
7-5, but the scorekeepers inad-
vertently made the score 7-7
and it went unnoticed by the refs

forcing overtime. Gapas got a
takedown in overtime but the
mistake was then noticed and
Scorese received his rightful vic-
tory.

“When I got up, I knew the
score was wrong but I am not
supposed to talk to the ref. I kept
wrestling and they ended up

making the right call at the end,”
Scorese said.

In his championship bout,
Scorese scored an escape and a
leg-around takedown to top Chris
Fuschetto (AL Johnson), 3-1, and
earn his third trip to AC.

“I knew the only way I could
win the match is if I get a
takedown. I rode him out the
second [period]. I chose bottom.
He wasn’t too good on top. He
tried to take me down and I knew
I had to score,” said Scorese,
who emphasized the importance
of top control. “That’s probably
the biggest thing you see, espe-

cially in college wrestling that
kids who can ride on top always
end up winning the close
matches.”

At 182-lbs, Raider Wustefeld’s
journey began with a 14-3
thumping of Sam Gladson
(Millburn), followed by a 9-1
major decision over Nolan Bianchi
(Ridge).

“After the first period, I got a
better feel for how he was wres-
tling. I was able to take a strong
lead and take it to them,”
Wustefeld said.

In the championship bout with
Turner Haddad (Governor
Livingston), Wustefeld recorded
a pair of spin-behind takedowns,
an escape and a reversal for a 7-
4 decision and his second trip to
AC.

“Last year during the season, I
got caught and he ended up pin-
ning me. This year I made up my
mind to not let that happen. I
ended up winning. Today he came
out strong and I was able to
outwrestle him,” said Wustefeld,
who added, “I had him on the
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mat and I was able to drag by
and get him. He hit a Gramby. I
wasn’t prepared for that.”

Looking to AC, Wustefeld said,
“I love wrestling and to be a
champion in the region is a great
thing. I am looking forward to
states and winning some matches
down there. I think I wrestled my
best to make it to the podium.”

At 195-lbs, Blue Devil Jack Miller
recorded a 6-0 victory over
Yousef Abbas (NH) but ventured
into unchartered territory in his
semifinal bout with Lewis
Fernandez (Voorhees - V) who
introduced the world of leg wres-
tling in a 15-0 tech fall, casting
Miller into the wrestleback
rounds. Miller recovered, how-
ever, to record a 5-2 decision
then in his bout for third place
with Luke Niemeyer (South
Plainfield), he recorded three
takedowns and an escape to win,
7-0.

“I felt I had total control of the
offense. I was waiting for him to
put weight on his feet and get
that low single [takedown],”
Miller explained after his bout

with Niemeyer. “After that loss, I
got my head in a good place and
took care of business.”

Blue Devil Ricca battled all the
way into the tiebreaker phase of
overtime with Farlan Khan (NH)
in the quarterfinals only to get
pinned after he missed with a
Merkel maneuver. Ricca wrestled
his way back to place fourth and
earn his trip to AC.

DiGiovanni won his first bout
via 2:00 pin then had another
war with Summit’s Phil Angelo in
the semis before he came out on
the bright side of an overtime
scramble to win, 5-3.

“I knew he was going to come
at me hard from the whistle. He
got nothing to lose. He was going
to attack and hopefully break me
but I prepared for any score you
put me at. So I got after it,”
DiGiovanni said.

DiGiovanni’s flexibility and
crafty use of legs contributed to
the win.

“I contribute that to good train-
ing. I treat my body right, lifting,
stretching. I feel the difference in
my matches that I am a physical

wrestler and I can bail myself out
of many situations. When the kid
is closest to scoring, inches away
from scoring two points, that’s
when you break him,” DiGiovanni
revealed.

The win insured DiGiovanni of
his fourth trip to AC but he would
have to face Bob Dinger
(Middlesex - Mx) for the title.

“This is my first time in the
finals. Every time I lost in the
semis. I’ve wrestled Dinger be-
fore. He’s tough but I’m just
going to go out and wrestle,”:
DiGiovanni said.

Dinger proved to be formidable
and defeated DiGiovanni, 11-3,
for the crown.

At 113-lbs, Cougar Capece
racked up points with an 11-0
major decision and followed up
with a 14-3 major victory over
Colby Koshinski (V) in the semis.

“I was just working on
takedowns, kept looking for
points and that was really it.
Scoring points,” Capece ex-
plained.

His title bout would be against
Mark Montgomery (RP).

“I didn’t wrestle him. I just
worry about scoring points. That’s
all I really care about. I am look-
ing for points on top, points from
bottom, points on my feet,”
Capece said.

Points were very hard to come
by for either wrestler but Mont-
gomery eked out a 1-0 decision.

Two Cougars, McGovern and
Concina, showed true courage in
their quest for AC. McGovern was
shocked, 5-3, by Justin Haywood
(Watchung Hills) in the 160-lb
quarterfinals but took some
heavy breaths and won his way
back to the third place bout where
he faced Haywood once again.
Things were much different this
time as he won with major em-
phasis, 10-2.

Concina’s situation was a bit
different. After pinning Blue Devil
Isaiah Reese in 55 seconds,
Concina got injured midway
through his semifinal bout with
Aidan Monteverdi (SHP) and lost
8-1. Despite the pain, Concina
battled back and earned his sec-
ond trip to AC with a 7-6 decision
over Quinn Haddad (GL).

“It’s my last year. I’m going to
have to tough it out. I knew he
[Haddad] was going for the ankle,
so I just had to fight it off,”
Concina said.

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
195: — Miller (BR) d Fernandes (V) 4-
2 OT
220: — DelVecchio (SoP) d Khan (Ct)
2-1 OT
Hwt:— Esposito (C) d LaGrippo (W) 3-0
106: — Composto (W) p Melchionda
(SHP), 1:16
113: — Montgomery (RP) d Capece
(C), 1-0
120: — Kelly (SPP) d Heilmann (SoP),
3-0
126: — Royster (R) d Giordano (SoP),
3-2
132: — Scorese (C) d Fuschetto (J), 3-1
138: — Dinger (Mx) md DiGiovanni (C),
11-3
145: — Santos (SPP) d Johnson (Mx)
4-2
152: — Calas (SHP) d Zuena (U) 5-0
160: — Payne (W) d Fernandes (V) 4-3
170: — McLaughlin (W) md Monteverdi
(SHP) 9-1
182: — Wustefeld (SPF) d Haddad (GL)
7-4
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By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At the Tuesday
night meeting of the Garwood
Council, an ordinance establish-
ing promotion procedures for the
rank of police chief was adopted,
and an ordinance to increase the
licenses and fees for the sale and
consumption of alcohol also was
adopted.

The borough’s procedure for
hiring a new police chief came
under scrutiny following the an-
nouncement that Police Chief
Bruce Underhill will retire in
March. According to the ordi-
nance, the mayor and council
determined “that it would be in
the best interest of the citizens
of the borough of Garwood to
establish a promotion practice
based upon merit for the posi-
tion of police chief when there is
a vacancy.” The amended ordi-
nance also states that the bor-
ough desires to have a “promo-
tional practice for the position of
police chief based upon merit,
experience, education, demon-
strated ability, interview and
record review within the
Garwood Police Department in
the interest of better serving the
residents of the Borough of
Garwood.”

The new ordinance states that
all candidates for the position of
Garwood police chief will have
been previously serving the bor-
ough in the title of lieutenant or
higher for a minimum of three
years. Potential candidates also
will have to submit to a “promo-
tional testing procedure” that
will consist of an oral interview
and a record review. All inter-
views will be conducted by the
mayor and council and all candi-
dates will be given identical ques-
tions.

“We worked diligently and effi-

ciently to get the ordinance writ-
ten,” Council President Sara
Todisco said.

“Better late than never,” Coun-
cilman Joe Sarno said.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, former coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu addressed
the governing body regarding
the ordinance. He commended
Councilman Sarno for stepping
down from the police search com-
mittee, stating, “One man had
the courage to stand up and say
‘this is wrong.’” Mr. Mathieu ques-
tioned the mayor and council on
the ordinance and who was in
support of it.

Mayor Charles Lombardo stated
he had some issues with the
ordinance but did not give spe-
cifics.

“The people involved in the pro-
cess are qualified,” Council Presi-
dent Todisco stated. “The six
people up here are elected by the
Borough of Garwood.”

At the February 14 meeting of
the mayor and council, it was
announced that the Administra-
tive Review Committee had met
to discuss the promotional mat-
ters for chief of police. Council-
woman Ileen Cuccaro stated that
the committee met with labor
counsel and drafted an ordinance
that would create a “process
based on scores, interviews and
other related issues.”

“It is our responsibility to select
the best candidate for the bor-
ough and the council needs to
have the tools to make that se-
lection,” stated Councilwoman
Cuccaro at the February 14 meet-
ing. “This ordinance simply pro-
vides those tools.”

Interviews for the position of
police chief will begin on Tues-
day, March 7, during a closed
session meeting of the mayor
and council.

The council also voted to ap-
prove the increase of licenses
and fees for the sale and con-
sumption of alcohol within the
borough. Plenary retail consump-
tion licenses increased to $2,200;
retail distribution licenses are now
$1,300.

“I am hesitant to raise taxes on
burdened businesses,” Council
President Todisco said. She con-
tinued by stating that after look-
ing at fees charged by surround-
ing towns she felt the increase
was within an acceptable range.

“Sometimes you have to do
what you have to do,” Council-
woman Cuccaro said.

“I do not wish to raise the fees,”
Councilman Sarno stated. He con-
tinued by saying that if fees need
to be raised, “raise them the
minimum.” Councilman Sarno
voted against the ordinance.

In other news, Council Presi-
dent Todisco reminded residents
to attend two upcoming budget
meetings set for Thursdays,
March 9 and March 23, at 7 p.m.,
at Borough Hall. The borough tax
assessor will be on hand to dis-
cuss the revaluation.

Council President Todisco also
announced that there will be an
Easter Egg Hunt at the Garwood
Sports Complex on Saturday,
March 25, at which the Easter
Bunny will be in attendance.

Councilman Lou Petruzzelli an-
nounced that the Knights of Co-
lumbus will host a St. Patrick’s
Day celebration on Sunday,
March 19, from 1 to 5 p.m. All are
welcome.

The next meeting of the
Garwood Council will be held on
Tuesday, March 14, at 7 p.m., in
Borough Hall, located at 403
South Avenue.

Cranford to Begin Environ.
Investigation of Birchwood

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township has
entered into an agreement after
passing a resolution Tuesday with
Excel Environment Resources,
Inc. of North Brunswick to pro-
vide Licensed Site Remediation
Professional Services (LSRPS) in
connection with the Birchwood
Avenue property the township
purchased. The contract is not to
exceed $34,330. This contract
would be to perform a site inves-
tigation at 215-235 Birchwood
Avenue as part of the due dili-
gence period of the contract of
sale, Commissioner Andis Kalnins
told The Westfield Leader. The
investigation could begin within
the next couple of weeks, with
lab work results in a few weeks
after the tests, he said.

The township on December 28,
2016 announced it was to engage
in a contract to buy the Birchwood
Avenue property from S. Hekemian
Group for $18 million. The S.
Hekemian Group of Paramus, aka
Cranford Development Associates
(CDA), bought the Birchwood Av-
enue property in October 2008 for
$8 million, and in 2011 won a
builder’s remedy lawsuit against
the township and the subsequent
appeals filed by the township.

The township passed a resolu-
tion in December to apply for the
Hazardous Discharge Site
Remediation Fund to recoup costs
associated with the study.

The committee also passed an
anti-bias resolution. “Cranford
Township is a community that cel-
ebrates a rich and vibrant culture
wherein all residents should feel
supported and accepted by their
neighbors and the community as a
whole regardless of their race,
ethnicity, religion, sexual orienta-
tion, or gender expression,” the
resolution begins. Later it states,
“the township

committee...condemns all hateful
speech and violent action, and
finds such conduct especially per-
nicious when it is motivated by
racial, ethnic, religious, sexual ori-
entation, or gender expression.”
It also “supports and encourages”
public and private sectors to ac-
complish the goals and policies set
forth in the resolution.

The board of education has told
the committee that it is looking
to apply for state funding to add
programs in the schools that
would educate students on these
topics. This comes in response to
a recent basketball game in Do-
ver where hateful words were
said, shaming kids on their
ethnicity and making comments
such as “build a wall.”

Recycling pickup is being
changed in order to have the
entire township’s recycling picked
up on one date, Commissioner
Mary O’Connor announced.
Therefore, this Tuesday the south
side will have its recycling picked
up instead of a week from Tues-
day. The entire schedule is posted
in the Cranford News edition that
was mailed this week.

The signs that are placed on
North Avenue stating “Cranford,
Where Happy People Live” were
erected by the Municipal Alliance
without consent of the township
committee. The signs are to be
removed, Mayor Thomas Hannen,
Jr. said. In past years, the signs
read “In Our Town 21 Means 21.”

Mayor Hannen, Commissioner
O’Connor, former mayor Dan
Aschenbach and other represen-
tatives of the Mayors Council
Rahway River Watershed Flood
Control met with Senators
Leonard Lance, Donald Payne,
Jr. and Bob Menendez last
Wednesday to urge the contin-
ued support of mitigation of the
Rahway River. They also met

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Garwood Council Approves
Police Department Ordinance
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By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Superintendent
of Schools Marilyn Birnbaum ac-
knowledged at Monday night’s
Board of Education Cranford
schools commitment to excel-
lence in academics, arts, and
athletics.

Superintendent Birnbaum
stated that Cranford High School
students Grace Chen and Mallory
Vollbrecht are National Merit
Scholar Finalists. As finalists, both
students are officially recognized
amongst the top students in the
country, she said.

Patriot’s Pen Essay Writing Con-
test, Nora O’Connell and
Cassandra LaMastra, Orange
Avenue School, eighth grade,
won first place and second place,
respectively. The theme was “The
America I Believe In.” Nora and
Cassandra received awards for
VFW District Five. Union County
winning essays were entered in
the VFW Department of New Jer-
sey State Competition. The con-
test received over 5,700 essays.
Nora’s essay received second
place in the state. Superinten-
dent Birnbaum said it was grati-
fying to observe Cranford stu-
dents taking initiative to enter
the competitions, let alone plac-
ing top throughout New Jersey.

Orange Avenue School Eighth
Grade student Caroline
Anderson’s poem was published
in the February edition of Faces,
New York University Langone
Center’s electronic newsletter.
Maddie Swanson, an Orange Av-
enue School sixth grader, wrote
a short story entitled “The Suit-
case.” The Westfield Women’s
Club Short Story and Poetry Con-
test awarded Maddie with best
story for her age group.

Julia Flimonczuk, a 10th grader
and member of the Youth Or-
chestra of the New Jersey Youth

Symphony, will be performing at
the National Association for Mu-
sic Education Eastern Division
Biennial Conference on Thurs-
day, April 6. Cranford Achieve-
ment Middle School Program, or
CAMP, student Ali Karim won the
Union County Teens Art Contest.
Ali’s self-portrait painting will be
one of six paintings to represent
Union County at the Statehouse
in Trenton.

The Cranford Fund for Educa-
tional Excellence granted ukule-
les into Colleen McDonald’s fifth-
grade general music classes. Su-
perintendent Birnbaum said she
“absolutely loved” the Orange
Avenue School’s drama produc-
tion Les Miserables. the superin-
tendent emphasized how ex-
traordinary the acting and the
on-stage professional awareness
was for students who were
younger; acknowledging the per-
formance as one of the best.

She noted that the Cranford
High School musical The Secret
Garden will be performed on Fri-
day though Saturday, March 3,
4, and 5.

The varsity wrestling team won
the conference, county, and state
sectional tournament. The junior
varsity wrestling team won the
Union County Championship.
Vincent Concina placed second
in the district and third overall at
regions. Christopher Scorese,
Thomas DiGiovanni, and Alex
Esposito placed first in the dis-
trict. Mr. Scorese and Mr. Esposito
placed first overall at regions.
Mr. DiGiovanni finished second
at regions. Anthony Capece
placed second at districts and
finished third at regions. Mr.
McGovern accomplished third
place in Districts and third place
at the regions. Cranford has six
wrestlers competing in Atlantic
City at the upcoming state tour-
nament.

It was noted that the Winter
Track Pole Vault Relay Team cap-
tured the Group Three State Cham-
pionship Title. The two-person
relay team consisted of Trey
Pascual and Mark Lynch. Trey went
on to win an Individual Sectional
Title in the pole vault. Also, the
Cranford Cougars Competition
Cheerleading Team took first-place
at the Impact Cheer Challenge.

Susan Ritter, K-12 supervisor
of language arts and media spe-
cialists, presented an update on
educational strategies and tools
utilized district wide. Superin-
tendent Birnbaum stated their
must be continuity at each grade
level or learning step for an ini-
tiative to be effective. Ms. Ritter
stated such strategies have been
lauded at Princeton University,
are non-typical and have been
highly effective.

Jennifer Hilborn, an 11th grade
teacher, stated new approaches
to teaching Shakespeare, using
performance has been well re-
ceived in the classroom. Ms. Ritter
stated the goal is to immerse the
students into the prose, allowing
them to process the material in a
different way. Superintendent
Birnbaum said unique learning
experiences allow for an equi-
table classroom that pander to
many students strength, further-
ing a shared experience.

Math and Literacy coaches will
be conducting a second parent
workshop on Thursday, March 2
at 7 p.m. at Orange Avenue
School. The class will focus on
comprehension of four math-
ematical strategies. The work-
shop will reinforce parent under-
standing of such mathematical
processes to assist their children’s
at-home understanding of the
material. Other non-typical ini-
tiatives have been the CAMP co-
hort at Lincoln School. Students
have focused on anger manage-

with the Army Corps of Engi-
neers and the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP).
The committee is urging them to
include the project in the Chief’s
Report this year and to expedite
the project.

They also asked the New Jer-
sey DEP to pre-fund investiga-
tive work of the Orange Reser-
voir necessary for the project as
a means to “jumpstart” the work,
Mayor Hannen said.

Today, Cranford representa-
tives are to meet with the Army
Corps in New York City to discuss
questions residents had submit-
ted to the Army Corps.

In other business, the commit-
tee is to introduce a budget as
early as March 14, Commissioner
Kalnins said. The committee has
been hearing budget presenta-
tions from township departments
since the beginning of the year.
On Monday, during workshop,
the committee heard the town-
ship administrator’s budget and
discussed the township budget
as a whole.

The largest part of the town-
ship administrator’s budget is for
legal services. Last year,
$449,000 was spent in legal ser-
vices, Township Administrator
Terence Wall said. Three con-
tract labor negotiations will oc-
cur this year as well, he said.
When asked if a large part of that
expense was for services in con-
nection with the Birchwood Av-
enue litigation, Mr. Wall said no.

During the discussion of the
overall budget, Chief Financial
Officer Lavona Paterson said the
surplus is $100,000 over the pre-
vious year, totaling $6.6 million,
and called it “excellent.” In re-
gards to the purchase of
Birchwood, the lost taxes for the
land is $140,000 and were it
operating would be a loss of
$200,000, Tax Assessor Peter
Barnett said.

ment and conflict resolution.
Students discussed anger trig-

gers, identifying cycles related to
violence, and appropriate ways
to express anger at school. Board
member Daniel DeMarco reported
technological progress in his sub-
committee technology report. Mr.
DeMarco suggested the band-
width the schools computers op-
erate on are the equivalent to an
eight-lane highway versus the old
two-lane highway.

It was noted that Gil Rozenshar
has been hired as a physics
teacher and the his employment
is effective Monday, March 6.

Cranford Board of Education Recognizes
Student Academics, Arts, Athletics Achievements

Cranford Begins to
Investigate Birchwood

Conservancy to Host
‘Bouquet in a Basket’
CRANFORD — The Hanson Park

Conservancy invites the commu-
nity to its “Bouquet in a Basket
Floral Workshop” on Wednesday,
April 5, at 7 p.m., at the Cranford
Community Center.

In this “make it and take it”
program, floral designer and
Master Gardener Pamela Newell
will guide participants in making
a spring basket filled with a beau-
tiful assortment of flowers.

All supplies will be provided,
but it is suggested participants
bring a sharp knife. Interested
persons are encouraged to sign
up early online at
hansonparkconservancy.com, as
registration is limited. The cost is
$35 for members of the Hanson
Park Conservancy and $40 for
non-members. Payment is due
at the time of registration and is
non-refundable.

The Cranford Community Cen-
ter is located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue, Cranford. To learn more
about the Hanson Park Conser-
vancy, visit
hansonparkconservancy.com or
like the organization on
Facebook.
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CRANFORD
Tuesday, February 14, Lindsay

Reeseg, 23, of Rahway was ar-
rested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) after a
2014 Hyundai was stopped at
the intersection of Walnut and
Blake Avenues for a lane viola-
tion. Following an investigation
at the scene police determined
that the driver, Reeseg, was driv-
ing while intoxicated. Reeseg was
arrested, processed and released
to a family member pending a
Municipal Court appearance.
Reeseg was issued motor vehicle
summonses for failure to exhibit
documents, delaying traffic, fail-
ure to maintain lane, careless
driving and possession of an open
container of alcohol in a motor
vehicle.

Tuesday, February 14, Frank
R. Evans, 21, of Summit was
arrested on charges of posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia. While
on routine patrol police located a
suspicious occupied 2005 Honda
in the area of Park Drive. Follow-
ing an investigation at the scene
police located marijuana inside
the vehicle. The driver, Evans,
was arrested, processed and re-
leased pending a Municipal Court
appearance. He was issued a
motor vehicle summons for pos-
sessing a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS) inside a motor
vehicle.

Tuesday, February 14, Alan
Lopez-Baylon, 31, of Linden and
Nicole Hoffman, 26, of Colonia
were arrested on charges of pos-
session of a CDS (heroin), pos-
session of paraphernalia, pos-
session of a hypodermic syringe
and contempt of court after a
1998 Ford was stopped at the
intersection of Centennial Avenue
and Hayes Street for failure to
utilize a turn signal. Following an
investigation at the scene police
located heroin on both the driver,

Hoffman, and the passenger,
Lopez-Baylon. Hoffman and
Lopez-Baylon were arrested, pro-
cessed and issued a Superior
Court date. Hoffman was issued
motor vehicle summonses for fail-
ing to utilize her turn signal,
failure to exhibit documents and
possessing a controlled danger-
ous substance in a motor ve-
hicle. Lopez-Baylon was turned
over to the Middlesex County
Sheriff’s Department on an out-
standing warrant.

Tuesday, February 14, William
Dubrel, 27, of Deal Island, Md.
was arrested and charged with
DWI after police responded to
Hamilton Avenue on a reported
motor vehicle accident. Follow-
ing an investigation at the scene
police determined that the driver
of a 1996 Ford, Dubrel, was DWI.
Dubrel was processed and re-
leased to a friend pending a Mu-
nicipal Court appearance. Dubrel
was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for careless driving, de-
laying traffic and possessing an
open container of alcohol in a
motor vehicle.

Thursday, February 16, Ken-
neth Mattei, 25, of Elizabeth was
arrested and charged with DWI
after police responded to a mu-
nicipal lot on a report of a suspi-
cious motor vehicle. Police lo-
cated a 2013 Ford, and following
an investigation at the scene,
determined that the driver,
Mattei, was operating the ve-
hicle while intoxicated. Mattei was
arrested, processed and released
to a friend pending a Municipal
Court appearance.

Thursday, February 16, Ahmed
Al Ameri, 19, of Rahway was
arrested on charges of posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia after a
2001 Toyota was stopped at the
intersection of East North and
Elizabeth Avenues for a seatbelt
violation. Following an investi-
gation at the scene police lo-
cated marijuana on a passenger,
Al Ameri. Al Ameri was arrested,
processed and released pending

a Municipal Court appearance. Al
Ameri also was issued a motor
vehicle summons for failure to
wear a seatbelt.

Friday, February 17, Portia
Alston, 24, of Morristown was
arrested on charges of posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia after a
2015 Mitsubishi was stopped at
the intersection of Myrtle Street
and Rod Smith Place for an equip-
ment violation. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene police
located marijuana on the driver,
Alston. Alston was arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a
Municipal Court appearance. Ad-
ditionally, Alston was issued
motor vehicle summonses for
driving with a suspended license,
unclear plates and possession of
a controlled dangerous substance
in a motor vehicle.

Friday, February 17, Laury
Desrosiers, 25, of Linden was
arrested on charges of posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia after a
1998 Honda was stopped at the
intersection of Centennial Avenue
and Raritan Road for making an
illegal turn. Following an investi-
gation at the scene police lo-
cated marijuana on the driver,
Desrosiers. Desrosiers was ar-
rested, processed and released
pending a Municipal Court ap-
pearance. Desrosiers was issued
motor vehicle summonses for
improper turn and possessing a
controlled dangerous substance

in a motor vehicle.
Thursday, February 23, Steven

DeLuke, 24, of Cranford was ar-
rested on charges of possession
of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and posses-
sion of paraphernalia after a 2003
Mitsubishi was stopped at the
intersection of Raritan Road and
Coleman Avenue for multiple
equipment violations. Following
an investigation at the scene
police located marijuana inside
the vehicle. A passenger, DeLuke,
was arrested, processed and re-
leased pending a Municipal Court
appearance. The driver was is-
sued motor vehicle summonses
for driving with his high beams
illuminated and failure to inspect.

Thursday, February 23, Aziz
Smith, 25, of Woodbridge was
arrested and charged with hin-
dering apprehension and con-
tempt of court after a 2010 Ford
was stopped at the intersection
of the Garden State Parkway
Northbound 137 ramp and East
North Avenue for multiple equip-
ment violations. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene, police
determined that a passenger,
Smith, had provided a false name.
Furthermore, it was determined
that Smith had an active warrant
out of Kenilworth. Smith was ar-
rested, processed and released
after posting bail on the
Kenilworth warrant.

Thursday, February 23, Patrick
Cherego, 51, of Toms River was
arrested on charges of posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia after
police were dispatched to the
area of Mohawk Park on a report
of a suspicious motor vehicle.
While en route to that location
police observed a motor vehicle
matching the description go past.
Police conducted a motor vehicle
stop of a 2010 Chevy at the
intersection of West Lincoln and
Burnside Avenues. Following an
investigation at the scene, police
located marijuana on the driver,
Cherego. Cherego was arrested,
processed and released pending

a Municipal Court appearance.
Friday, February 24, Derrick

Giles, 26, of East Orange was
arrested on charges of posses-
sion of prescription medication
and possession of parapherna-
lia. During a routine patrol of the
Centennial Avenue Pool Complex,
police located an occupied 2000
Mercury. Following an investiga-
tion at the scene police located a
quantity of prescription medica-
tions on a passenger, Giles. Giles
was arrested, processed and re-
leased pending a Superior Court
appearance.

Sunday, February 26, Didier
Zuniga, 35, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested for contempt of court and
on charges of possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of para-
phernalia after a 1994 Toyota
was stopped at the intersection
of East North Avenue and Car-
penter Place for a seatbelt viola-
tion. Following an investigation
at the scene police determined
that a passenger, Zuniga, had an
active warrant for his arrest.
Zuniga was arrested on the ac-
tive warrant, and prior to trans-
port police located marijuana on
Zuniga. Zuniga was processed
and issued a summons to appear
in Municipal Court.

Sunday, February 26, Adriano
Romano, 27, of Newark was ar-
rested on charges of hindering
apprehension, aggravated as-
sault, resisting arrest, disorderly
conduct and contempt of court
after police responded to the area
of Riverside Drive on a report of
a suspicious motor vehicle. Fol-
lowing an investigation at the
scene police determined that the
driver, Romano, had an active
warrant out of Newark. As offic-
ers were attempting to place
Romano under arrest, Romano
began to resist arrest and spit on
multiple officers. Romano was
eventually handcuffed, processed
and released pending a court
appearance.
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Cranford Library Friends
To Celebrate ‘Star Trek’

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library will
present “A Celebration of Star
Trek — The Original Series” on
Tuesday, March 7, at 7:30 p.m.
It will take place at the Cranford
Community Center, located at
220 Walnut Avenue.

“Star Trek” celebrated its 50th
anniversary in 2016, and its
popularity — as well as that of

the many movies and television
series based on the original —
continues to this day. Paul Cirillo
of AstronomyNJ.com will take a
look back to 1966 and share
some of the highlights of the
show, talk about the cast, and
reveal some interesting facts,
including the impact “Star Trek”
has had on scientists and explor-
ers of today. Additionally, there
will be some trivia questions for
die-hard fans. Following the pre-
sentation, there will be an open
discussion period for all to share
their “Star Trek” memories, ex-
periences and memorabilia.

Mr. Cirillo is a board member of
the New Jersey Astronomical As-
sociation, which operates the
largest public observatory in New
Jersey. He also is the founder of
Somerset County’s 4-H Space
and Astronomy Club and its leader
for 10 years. He has a Bachelor of
Science degree from Rutgers
University and is an outreach
“Ambassador” for NASA’s Jet Pro-
pulsion Laboratory.

Admission to the program is
free and all are welcome. To see
other upcoming programs, visit
the Cranford Public Library Web
page at cranfordlibrary.org and
click on the calendar tab.

Romeo and Juliet Comes to
UCPAC With a Twist

RAHWAY – The first three week-
ends in March bring William
Shakespeare's famous classic
Romeo and Juliet to the Union
County Performing Arts Center's
Hamilton Stage. However, the
show may be a little different
than audiences remember. The
setting will be 1995 New Or-
leans, Louisiana, and the
Montagues and Capulets will be
transformed into the Bacchus and
Comus Krewes of Mardi Gras.

The Mistick Krewe of Comus was
first formed in 1857, and it is
considered the first New Orleans
krewe that originated the modern
day definition. Krewes are organi-
zations, with varying qualifications
for membership, that create pa-
rade floats, elaborate costumes
and high-class events for Mardi
Gras. The Krewe of Comus takes
its name from the Greek god of
festivity and chaos, and its pri-
mary purpose at its inception was
to transform very violent and un-
ruly Mardi Gras celebrations into
something more sophisticated and
revered. From that time onward,
countless other krewes were cre-
ated, including the Bacchus Krewe.
The Bacchus Krewe was formed
over a century after the Comus
Krewe in 1968, and its primary
objective was to once again shake
up Mardi Gras celebrations by
breaking with tradition. Their al-
most irreverent choice of Greek
god, Bacchus, god of wine, re-
flected this purpose; Bacchus is
the father of Comus. The Bacchus

Krewe proceeded to hold Sunday
night parades, ask celebrities to
act as the "king" in the parades
and have that king throw out his
own favors without the aid of at-
tendants. In addition, their floats
were a cut above in terms of size
and elaborate dressings. The
Bacchus defied the old ways in
favor of the new. It's these two
very different, opposing krewes,
one representing tradition, the
other representing change, that
will be portrayed in the classic
roles of both Romeo's and Juliet's
famous families. The year of 1995
takes on a particular significance,
in that in 1991, the Mistick Krewe
of Comus stopped parading alto-
gether. When pressed to disclose
the list of their members in favor
of preventing discrimination, the
old krewe refused due to their
oaths to secrecy.

For a complete list of showings
visit ucpac.org. Tickets are $15
and can be purchased online at
ucpac.org, over the phone by
calling (732) 499-8226 or in per-
son at the box office. A $10
student/senior price is available
by phone or in person only. Box
office hours are Tuesday through
Saturday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., with
extended hours on Thursdays,
11 a.m. to 8 p.m.. The Union
County Performing Arts Center's
Hamilton Stage is located in
downtown Rahway at 360
Hamilton Street and is easily ac-
cessible to major roads and pub-
lic transportation.

Local Letter to
the Editor

Trump Doesn’t Even
Understand U.S. Policies
President Trump (I can’t be-

lieve I have to put those two
words together), and his sup-
porters have to begin to accept
some responsibility for the ac-
tions that their beliefs have cre-
ated.

Trump says he wants to stop
immigrants from coming to
America, and his action results in
the creation of an unconstitu-
tional executive order, legal resi-
dents being stranded overseas,
and with children born in the
United States being separated
from their parents. He says he
wants to build a wall across our
Mexican border that Mexico pays
for; now he contemplates tariffs
on goods brought into our coun-
try which will result in Americans
paying higher prices for autos
and so many products that cross
our borders. He says he wants to
bring back coal jobs (seriously
does ANY American mother want
to send her son down into the
coal mines again?); and Con-
gressional Republicans advance
that by relaxing regulations to
allow coal mines to release coal
tailings into streams. How does
polluting our drinking water help
Americans? The coal industry is
dying not because of environ-
mental regulations, but because
natural gas and oil, and yes even
solar energy sources are simply
less expensive. Will conserva-
tive Republicans – who say they
believe in the free market – pro-
pose subsidies to support a dy-
ing, environmentally disastrous
industry?

Trump calls the press – so im-
portant to a democracy that they
are part of the FIRST Amend-
ment to the Constitution – ‘the
enemy’ and now proposes to re-
strict what press services can
attend his news conferences.
Thomas Jefferson said that if it

were for him to decide whether
we should have a government
without newspapers or newspa-
pers without a government, he
would not hesitate to choose the
latter. I agree. Does anybody
else see the despotic direction in
which we are headed? I urge
everyone to write letters, con-
tact their elected representatives,
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or go to a protest and make your
voices heard – President Trump
not only doesn’t support your
policies, he doesn’t even under-
stand or support the policies of
the United States of America.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Knights to Present
St. Patty’s Dinner

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold a
St. Patty’s Dinner with enter-
tainment on Sunday, March 19,
from 1 to 5 p.m., at their Coun-
cil Hall. The hall is located at 37
South Avenue, Garwood.

Catered by T & L, the dinner
will include corned beef, cab-
bage, potatoes, bread, salad,
dessert, soda and coffee. There
also will be Irish music, step
dancers, a tricky tray and
raffles. All donations will sup-
port local charities.

Tickets are $25 for adults and
$10 for children ages 7 to 12.
Children under age 6 may at-
tend for free. Chicken fingers
dinners will be available for
children. A cash bar with drink
specials will be featured.

Tickets can be purchased
weekdays, from 4 to 6 p.m., at
the Columbian Club of Garwood
Building, 37 South Avenue,
Garwood (opposite the former
PathMark). Parking is available
behind the building, off Willow
Avenue; turn at Marty Shoes.

For ticket information, call
(908) 789-9809 weekdays from
4 to 6 p.m., and for additional
information, call Mike at (908)
721-7218. Advance ticket pur-
chase is strongly recom-
mended.
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Michael D. Celock, 64, Worked In Law
Enforcement, Advised President Clinton
Michael D. Celock, 64, of

Cranford, N.J., passed away un-
expectedly and peacefully in his
sleep at home on Sunday, Febru-
ary 26, 2017. Born February 12,
1953 to Mary and John Celock in
Johnson City, N.Y., he grew up in
Binghamton, N.Y.,
was a graduate of
John Jay College of
Criminal Justice in
New York and had
lived in Cranford
since 1983. He was
the managing direc-
tor of the Omega
Strategic Consulting
Group, a manage-
ment consulting firm
he founded over
three decades ago.

Prior to establish-
ing his company, he
had worked in state
and federal law en-
forcement. He was chief investi-
gator for the New York State
Commission on Judicial Conduct,
where his work was credited with
helping make the commission
permanent in the 1970s. He also
was a special agent with the New
York State Commission of Inves-
tigation, where he was the
commission’s representative to
several federal task forces. He
concluded his law enforcement
career as a criminal investigator
with the U.S. Attorney’s Office in
the Southern District of New York.

In the 1990s, he worked in the
public sector on the develop-
ment of the International Crime
Control Strategy of 1998 as a
special advisor to the President
on international corruption is-
sues and was named by Presi-
dent Clinton as a U.S. represen-
tative to the OCED and Global
Forum on Fighting Corruption,
Safeguarding Integrity and Se-
curity Officials. He was also a

consultant to the U.S. Depart-
ment of State Bureau of Narcot-
ics and Law Enforcement and the
Central Intelligence Agency’s Of-
fice of Transnational Issues.

Michael was a member of the
Association of Former Intelli-

gence Officers
(AFIO). With his wife,
he was a co-chair of
the Niagara Univer-
sity Parents’ Fund in
2002-2003.

Michael was a de-
voted and loving hus-
band and father to
his wife, Kathi (Helen
Katherine), and son,
John Robert.

He is survived by
his wife, Kathi, of
Cranford; his son,
John, of Cranford; his
brother, John D.
Celock, and partner,

Mark Jeffries, of Dayton, Ohio;
sister-in-law, Anna Derevjanik of
Brooklyn, N.Y.; cousins, Marilynn
and Jack Sinchak of Fairfield,
Conn. and family, Trina and
Randall Smolen of Sierra Vista,
Ariz. and family, and Sue Adams
of Sierra Vista, Ariz. and family.

Calling hours for the wake will
be Friday, March 3, from 2 to 5
p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m., at Gray
Memorial Funeral Home in
Cranford. Prayers will be held at
Gray on Saturday, March 4, at
8:30 a.m., followed by a Mass of
Christian Burial at 9:30 a.m. at
St. Michael Roman Catholic
Church in Cranford. Burial will be
at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield. Please go to
www.grayfuneralhomes.com to
view Michael’s Life Tribute.
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Michael D. Celock

Elaine Kastner, 92, Was Beloved
Wife, Mother and Grandmother

Elaine Kastner

Elaine (Miles) Kastner, 92,
passed away Sunday, February
19, 2017. She was a longtime
resident of Cranford, where she
raised five loving chil-
dren.

As a young woman,
Elaine enjoyed a ca-
reer in musical the-
atre and was a fea-
tured singer and
dancer in many off-
Broadway, local stage
and USO perfor-
mances. She suc-
cessfully auditioned
for and was offered a
role with the world-
famous Rockettes.
Unfortunately, due to
many family commit-
ments, she was un-
able to accept their
offer.

Elaine was proud of her Irish
Catholic heritage, and as an only
child, was surrounded by her
mother, grandmother and many
beloved aunts and uncles who
helped to raise her after her fa-
ther died when she was only 3.
As a result, her Tulip Street home
was always the center of cel-
ebration throughout the year for
immediate and extended family,
friends and neighbors. This was

especially true during the holi-
days, where many traveled near
and far to enjoy her legendary
home-cooked meals. All were

welcome, fed and nur-
tured at Elaine’s table.

Mrs. Kastner also
managed to have a
career and was a long-
time employee of
Valcor Engineering in
Springfield.

Surviving are five
children, Drew
(Maureen) of
Mendham, N.J., Kevin
(Nancy) of New
Smyrna Beach, Fla.,
Susan Brown (Jim) of
Maplewood, N.J.,
Brian (Traci) of
Westfield, N.J., and
Alan (Eileen) of

Bridgewater, N.J., and twelve
grandchildren. Elaine was pre-
deceased by her beloved hus-
band, William (Bill), in 2004.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated on Saturday, Febru-
ary 25, at Saint Anne’s Church in
Garwood. Interment was at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the
Dooley Funeral Home, 218 North
Avenue West, Cranford.
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GARWOOD – Registration for
kindergarten for September 2017
will take place Tuesday, March 7
to Tuesday, March 14 from 9
a.m. to 11 a.m. and from 1 p.m.
to 3 p.m.

To expedite registration, forms
may be obtained from the
Garwood Schools website at
www.garwoodschools.org. Chil-
dren turning five by October 1,

2017 may be registered for kin-
dergarten.

The following documents are
required for student registration:
An original and a copy of the
child’s birth certificate and cur-
rent immunization records.

The following are required proofs
which may be used to establish
residency and/or domicile in
Garwood: Mortgage, lease or

rental agreement with Garwood
address; and two or more of the
following: utility bill in your name
with a Garwood address, credit
card bill in your name at a Garwood
address, voter registration card
in your name with a Garwood
address, driver’s license in your
name with a Garwood address,
vehicle registration in your name
with a Garwood address, bank
account in your name with a
Garwood address, Federal or State
Income Tax Returns indicating
domicile in Garwood or child cus-
tody order placing the child with a
Garwood resident.

Residents will not be asked for
any information or documents
protected from disclosure by law,
or pertaining to criteria that are
not legitimate bases for deter-
mining eligibility to attend school.

If the child is living in a resi-
dency where there is no estab-
lished rental agreement, i.e., liv-
ing with a relative or under an
oral lease, the most recent tax
bill and notarized letter of domi-
cile from the person whose name
appears on the tax bill; or a
notarized statement from your
landlord indicating his/her name,
address and telephone number
and affirming that you live at the
Garwood address on a month-
to-month basis under an oral
lease must be provided.

The Garwood Board of Educa-
tion reserves the right to make a
bona fide request for additional
and/or alternative documenta-
tion of residency on a case by
case basis.

Proof of immunizaiton must also
be provided under State law.
State law will not permit any
child to be admitted to a public
school unless immunizations
have been completed and docu-
mented by an M.D., D.O., or
Nurse Practitioner, specifically in-
dicating a day, month and year
administered.

Garwood Announces Kindergarten
Registration for September 2017
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