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Board Members Critical
Of Hiring of New Planner

County Gives Out $1.9 Million
In Grants to Municipalities

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County
freeholders last week gave out checks
to local towns totaling nearly $2 mil-
lion for infrastructure and senior cen-
ter grants.

The infrastructure matching grant
program, now in its third year, totals
$1.5 million and is paid out of pro-
ceeds from the $26-million sale of
Runnells Specialized Hospital that
occurred in December 2014.

This year, 19 of the 21 grants
awarded involve road improvements
as requested at the January freeholder
reorganization meeting by Freeholder
Chairman Bruce Bergen.

Infrastructure grants were given out

as follows: Berkeley Heights,
$50,000; Clark, $50,000; Cranford,
$90,000; Fanwood, $55,000;
Garwood, $55,000; Linden,
$100,000; Mountainside, $50,000;
New Providence, $55,000; Plainfield,
$100,000; Rahway, $65,000; Roselle,
$60,000; Roselle Park, $55,000;
Springfield, $75,000; Summit,
$100,000; Union, $100,000, and
Westfield, $100,000, all for roadway
improvement projects.

Elizabeth received $105,000 for
installation of traffic signals; Hill-
side, $55,000 for roadway and facil-
ity improvement projects;
Kenilworth, $75,000 for rehabilita-
tion of facilities, its housing master
plan and traffic signal study; Scotch

Plains, $90,000 for park facilities and
road improvement projects; and
Winfield, $15,000 for facility im-
provements at the municipal building
and police department.

Freeholder Chris Hudak said the
freeholder infrastructure grant plus
the matching funds from municipali-
ties total $9 million in infrastructure
improvements for the three years of
the program which includes both
county and local town funding.

A total of $430,000 was given out
in Senior Focus grants for improve-
ments to senior centers. The grant
made available awards of up to
$25,000 to each of Union County’s
21 municipalities for capital improve-
ments or equipment purchases to en-
hance their local senior center facili-
ties. Qualifying centers must be owned
by the municipality and used exclu-
sively or primarily as a senior center.

Examples of improvements cov-
ered under the grant include ADA
access improvements, repairs to or
replacement of roofs; plumbing and
electrical upgrades, and site improve-
ments. The grants were given out as
follows: Clark, $25,000 for senior
fitness equipment; Cranford, $18,462
for a bingo system, public address
(PA) system and eight surface pro
computers; Elizabeth, $24,293 for 27
computers; Fanwood, $25,000 for a
new roof, windows, window cover-
ings, PA system, iPad and a micro-
wave; Garwood, $25,000 for roof
repair and PA system; Hillside,
$25,000 for exterior repairs and re-
placement of a handicap ramp;
Kenilworth, $23,400 to retrofit four
doors and replace another two doors;
Linden, $24,000 to update a handi-
cap ramp and for automatic doors;
Mountainside, $25,000 for flooring,
seating, a computer and TV; New
Providence, $15,500 for purchase of
100 chairs, eight club chairs, a PA
system and copier; Plainfield, $25,000

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough
Council has voted in executive ses-
sion to hire a new planning firm,
Phillips, Preiss, Grygiel L.L.C. The
firm will be providing the redevelop-
ment plan for Russo Development
phase two and redevelopment plan-
ning. Harbor Consultants of Cranford
provided the redevelopment plan for
the first phase of the Russo Develop-
ment. Harbor had been hired by the
planning board for the Russo devel-
opment phase one and other major
Garwood planning projects.

The council voted 3-to-2 in favor
of the resolution to hire Grygiel with
one abstention, according to the
council’s minutes available on the
borough’s website.

“[The] Council chose to choose the
planner which used to be in our scope
on all other projects” planning board
member Gene Jannotti said.

“The planning firm is responsible
for overseeing site plan specific is-
sues on density, parking, building
height, street encroachment, archi-
tecture, fencing, walkways, and other
construction or zoning specifics, per-
taining to the Russo Development
sites. This is all before official con-
struction begins,” Planning Board
member William Nierstedt said.

“I voted no and truly believe we
should have continued working with
Harbor Consultants who assisted the
borough in phase one planning. I be-
lieve Michael Mistretta, who works
for Harbor Consultants, is one of the
best in the business. I would have
appreciated to have his expertise in
the process,” Councilman and plan-
ning board liaison Joseph Sarno said.

“The council choosing the planner
selection, essentially, cut the plan-
ning board off at the knees” planning

board member Michael Vena added.
“Unlike the council, the planning

board makes most if not all decisions
in the public’s presence. We do not
use executive sessions to make deci-
sions and not tell the public why we
made the decision. Transparency is
always essential to our work here”
Mr. Nierstedt said.

“An official correspondence with
the council is proper mentioning the
planning board’s dissatisfaction with
the decision for the council to over-
see the planner selection. Always
given the decision was reasoned be-
hind closed doors,” Planning Board
Chairman Stephen Greet stated.

In executive session, the borough
council voted to have the borough
represented by William Northgrave,
McManimon, Scotland, Baumann, in
redevelopment planning. “I believe
adding additional legal services will
probably increase total project costs,”
planning board attorney Donald B.
Frazer Jr. stated.

“A councilwoman made disparag-
ing remarks about our board at [the
May 23] council meeting. The re-
marks pertained to decisions we made
surrounding Russo Development. Our
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
A GRAND CEREMONY…The Grand Marshal of the Westfield Memorial Day Parade, Peter Braun, takes part at
Monday’s Westfield Memorial Day ceremony at the First United Methodist Church on East Broad Street after the parade
had to be cancelled due to rain.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
ALL HANDS ON DECK...Republican U.S. Rep. Leonard Lance  held  a town hall
meeting Tuesday night at Union County College in Cranford. Constituents raising
hands showing they oppose the Hyde Amendment upon the question posed by Mr.
Lance. Mr. Lance favors the Hyde Amendment which  bars the use of federal funds
to pay for abortions except to save the life of the woman.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
WAITING FOR CEREMONY…Members of  the Westfield Rescue Squad gather
at Monday’s Westfield Memorial Day ceremony at the First United Methodist
Church on East Broad Street after the parade had to be cancelled due to rain.
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Paul Lachenaurer for The Westfield Leader
THANK YOU FOR  YOUR SERVICE...These veterans watch Mountainside’s
Memorial Day services on Monday at the borough’sVeterans’ Memorial Plaza.

Primary Races for Governor
To Be Decided Tuesday
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION — Voters will go to the
polls this Tuesday, June 6, to decide
Primary Election races for governor for
the Democratic and Republican Par-
ties. There also is a three-way race for
State Assembly in the 22nd Legislative
District that includes Scotch Plains and
Fanwood and for county sheriff. Both
races are in the Democratic Primary.

The governor’s race includes Demo-
crats, U.S. ambassador to Germany
and ex-Goldman Sachs executive Phil
Murphy, the front runner for the nomi-
nation; former U.S. treasury
undersecretary Jim Johnson, who re-
cently started running TV ads; veteran
state Senator Ray Lesniak of Elizabeth;
Teaneck councilman Mark Zinna;
former firefighter William Brennan, and
state Assemblyman John Wisniewski
of Middlesex County.

Republican candidates are Lieuten-
ant Governor Kim Guadagno; Assem-
blyman Jack Ciattarelli (R-16th) of
Somerset County; businessman Hirsh
Singh; Nutley township commissioner

Steven Rogers, and businessman Jo-
seph Rullo. Ms. Guadagno is said to
have a large lead on the GOP side over
Mr. Ciattarelli, who won the Union
County Republican Party convention a
few months ago.

In the 22nd District Assembly Demo-
cratic Primary race, Paul M. Alirangues
of North Plainfield is challenging As-
sembly incumbents Jerry Green of Plain-
field, the Union County Democratic
Party chairman, and James Kennedy, a
former Rahway mayor. In the sheriff’s
race, the Union County Democratic
Committee’s choice, Peter Corvelli, a
former police officer and current
Kenilworth councilman, is being chal-
lenged by retired sheriff’s captain Gail
Smith Alexander of Plainfield.

Running unopposed in the Primary
are candidates for mayor and town coun-
cil in Westfield; borough council in
Fanwood, Garwood and Mountainside;
township committee in Cranford, and
county freeholder.

The filing deadline for independent
candidates in the General Election, in-
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Lance Fields Healthcare,
Medicaid Questions

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Republican U.S.
Rep. Leonard Lance said Tuesday at
a town hall meeting at Union County
College that New Jersey’s decision to
expand Medicaid under the Afford-
able Care Act, better known as
ObamaCare, was one reason that led
to his decision to vote against Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s recent
healthcare legislation.

“One of the reasons I didn’t vote
for the recent healthcare legislation is
that it would eliminate over time that
program and I do not think it should
be eliminated for states that expanded
Medicaid,” he said to a packed audi-
torium. New Jersey was one of 31
states to expand Medicaid.

“Under the Affordable Care Act we
get 90 percent reimbursement for the
working poor,” Congressman Lance
said, and President Trump’s legisla-
tion would eliminate that over time,
“and I do not think it should be elimi-
nated for states that expanded Medic-
aid.”

When asked by a retired physician
from Summit, Bill Thar, who also is a
member of Physicians for a National
Health Program, if Mr. Lance would
favor modeling Medicare for the
country’s universal healthcare, Mr.
Lance said no. Mr. Thar said studies
have shown that by doing so it would
“save us money, insure everyone in
the country, raise benefits, all at the
same time not costing us a penny
more than we are spending now.”

“If we were to reinvent the wheel
perhaps we use the model
suggested...There was not enough
support in the single payer system...so
I do not favor a single payer system.
I favor building on the system we

have,” Mr. Lance said.
Also, Mr. Lance said he is one of

the Republicans who voted to fund
Planned Parenthood for the rest of the
year.

Mr. Lance does not support fund-
ing abortions with federal dollars. “I
favor the Hyde amendment,” he said,
followed by boos from the crowd. He
asked how many favor the Hyde
Amendment and how many oppose.
The Hyde Amendment bans the use
of federal dollars to fund abortions.

One constituent said she is the sole
minority in the crowd who supports
the Hyde Amendment.

“You said you vote your conscience
but this whole room is your constitu-
ents and we are telling you what our
conscience is…,” Hyde Amendment
opponent Laurie Fettinger said.

Mr. Lance also said he is not in
favor of President Trump’s budget
blueprint.

Michael Collins, a Cranford resi-
dent, asked how Congressman Lance
proposes to balance the budget with-
out making cuts and not raising taxes.

“I am unlikely to support signifi-
cant cuts but that does not mean there
could be a 1- or 2-percent cut. I do
think we have to move toward a bal-
anced budget in this country because
we are $20 trillion in debt and I do not
want our children to inherit an ever-
increasing debt recognizing that we
are not going to be balancing the
budget this year or next year, but I do
hope we can do a better job,” Mr.
Lance said.

Concerning immigration reform, “It
is more likely the Congress will ap-
proach this piece by piece. Of course,
a comprehensive reform would be
better,” Mr. Lance said.
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Confronting the Crisis of
Heroin and Opioid Abuse

By SHANNA C. KELLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — Three hundred
grams of heroin, cutting agents, 200
grams of molly, cocaine, fentanyl, a
hand-gun with hollow point bullets
and an extended magazine were found
at 4 a.m. on May 24 in a house in
Scotch Plains in what was reported to
be a heroin mill by Union County
Prosecutor’s Office Guns, Gangs,
Drugs, and Violent Crimes Task Force
Supervisor Julie Peterman.

This news leads to a greater con-
versation about an even greater ongo-
ing crisis: the heroin and opioid abuse
epidemic.

On May 24, the prosecutor’s office
hosted an awareness forum on con-
fronting this crisis in Fanwood.

According to Ms. Peterman, abus-
ers usually go through a journey from
prescription pills to heroin since pills
do not have the same stigma. So,
someone may start on their prescribed
pills, then move to buying off the
street when their prescription runs
out and eventually turn to heroin,
which is significantly cheaper for their
high.

Likewise, with the journey effect,
Ms. Peterman pointed out that while
not every marijuana user goes to
heroin, it is uncommon to find a heroin
user who did not start with marijuana.

The numerous overdoses then oc-
cur because not only is the FDA not
involved in regulating amounts, but
heroin is being mixed with cutting
agents to sell more of it.

According to Ms. Peterman, cut-
ting agents commonly include boric
acid or roach killer and fentanyl, which
is like heroin, but 50 times stronger
and leads to an increase in overdoses
when combined.

In 2016 and 2017, 54 percent of the
county overdose deaths included fen-
tanyl. This number increased from 19
percent back in 2015.

“Everyone always assumes this is
someone else’s problem. This is our
problem,” Fanwood Police Chief Ri-
chard Trigo said at the forum.

It was found that 88 percent of fatal
overdoses in the county were from
heroin and/or prescription opioids. It
also was projected that there will be
122 overdose deaths in the county
this year based on the deaths so far.

“What I have seen happening na-
tionally is happening in Union County
and we are not immune,” Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr said.

It was noted that this is not just an
issue with young members of the
county. This issue impacts all ages,
and the average age of victims in
Union County is 43.

Furthermore, while people often
associate drug overdoses with pov-
erty, “the statistics in Union County
just simply contradict that,” Ms. Pe-
terman said.

Fifty-eight percent of the Union
County fatal overdoses involved white
victims, 23 percent were black, 17
percent were Hispanic and 2 percent
were other races. These percentages
overall reflect the Union County popu-
lation.

With that being said, the question is
what to do about the heroin and opioid
abuse that has spiked significantly
since 2010.

“The drug problem is not one which
we can arrest our way out of and that
is what we have learned over the
years,” Acting Union County Pros-
ecutor Grace H. Park said.

According to Ms. Park, law en-
forcement is trying to be proactive
about prevention. Law enforcement
officers are now all equipped with
naloxone for opioid overdoses. There
also are options for sentencing alter-
natives, outreach programs and reha-
bilitation for the victims.

They also have partnered with all
three Union County medical centers
— Overlook, Trinitas and Robert
Wood Johnson — to have a licensed
addiction recovery specialist, who is
usually a former addict who has gone
through training, help “coach” the
addicts to get help. The goal with this
is to give options after the victim is
helped by law enforcement.

Union County is additionally of-
fering the Union County Community
Law Enforcement Addiction Recov-
ery (C.L.E.A.R.) as a pilot program
starting today, June 1, with locations
in Westfield and Elizabeth. This pro-
gram allows individuals to turn in
“use” level quantities of drugs with
no criminal charges by walking into
the county police department in
Westfield or the sheriff’s office in
Elizabeth.

In addition, there are the Union
County Project Medicine Drop Boxes
in the municipal police departments
and the Union County public safety
building on North Avenue in Westfield
for people to safely dispose of pre-
scription medicines.

Many parents, students and alum-
nae of the school districts in Union
County are familiar with the D.A.R.E.
program and its efforts to inform
mainly fifth graders, but the question
is, what happens after that?

“D.A.R.E. is a building block; it
just doesn’t end at D.A.R.E.,” Chief
Trigo said at the forum.

Schools in Union County have vari-
ous programs and have required drug
awareness throughout the school year
with more ways to educate and help
students always being worked to-
wards.

Chief Trigo also mentioned that if
anyone ever came to him or one of the
officers, they would not turn them
away, they would take the time to talk
and help in any way.

The county is taking measurable
steps to be proactive and prevent the
crisis from worsening. Currently,
heroin and prescription opioids have
passed car accidents in the number of
deaths, according to Ms. Park.

Ms. Peterman recommends that the
first step to be taken is to purchase
naloxone if you know someone or if
someone in your house has an addic-
tion to opioids. For under $40 and
without a prescription you can pur-
chase naloxone to block the effects of
an opioid if there happens to be an
overdose.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
RECOGNIZED FOR EFFORTS...Cranford Police Chief James Wozniak pre-
sented awards at the May 23 township committee to some of the township’s police
officers and detectives for their work in the line of duty throughout the past year.
Recognized were Officer John Colineri for his work in a burglary from April 2016;
Detective Spencer Durkin, who obtained a full confession from a suspect in a
December burglary; Officer Brian Lopez and Officer Ryan Gerrity, who found a
concealed weapon in a car parked outside a Cranford residence after a report of
verbal abuse by a neighbor; Officer John Rattigan, Officer James Knight and
Detective Timothy O’ Brien, who received awards for their part in a November
arrest for a second-degree robbery, and Officer Daniel Donnerstag for his arrest
of two suspects in May 2016, who had a loaded hand gun, marijuana, and ecstasy
in their motor vehicle.

Parking Lot Expansion
Withdrawn by Church

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Trinity Episcopal
Church, 119 Forest Avenue, has de-
cided to halt its application to expand
a parking lot on the premises due to the
residential neighbors who have voiced
their opposition to the lot. Funds ear-
marked for the project are to be redi-
rected to its facilities and programs at
its day school, TEDS, a state-licensed
facility serving children from 2½ years
through kindergarten.

The Reverend Andy Kruger, Priest-
in-Charge, who joined the church in
February, had made the decision not to
pursue the application further.

“If we do it, we would still be left
with a bad relationship with our neigh-
bors,” Tom Kaercher, a parishioner
and communications director for Trin-
ity, told The Westfield Leader.

“God calls us to love our neigh-
bors,” Father Kruger said in a press
release. “It is very clear that our park-
ing lot expansion, though within our
rights, has greatly upset some of our
neighbors. In light of God’s call, we
have chosen to withdraw our parking
lot application and to use the funds to
enhance and expand the programs at
TEDS, our day school. We have been
very blessed with the generosity of
parishioner Arthur A. Patchett, Ph.D.,
to make this possible,” Father Kruger
continued.

Arthur Patchett, a longtime parish-
ioner, had donated funds to the church
for expanding the off-street parking.
Mr. Patchett, along with Father Kruger,
the Trinity Vestry and TEDS Board,
will meet to discuss where to best
allocate the funds in the day school.
Some areas of consideration are
restrooms and classrooms at the day
school, but a determination has yet to
be made, Mr. Kaercher said. Also, the
total donation made by Mr. Patchett to

be allocated to upgrading the day
school is still being considered, but
could be about $100,000, Mr. Kaercher
said.

Some of the neighbors questioned if
the lot would cause additional flood-
ing due to stormwater runoff from the
increased impervious surface. The en-
gineer hired by the church said flood-
ing from runoff would be lessened by
way of two retention basins that would
be built under the parking lot, Mr.
Kaercher said. “The neighbors didn’t
share in that.”

The church had wanted to expand
the parking lot for parents who would
be bringing and picking up their child
to and from the school, thereby taking
cars off the street that would otherwise
be parked in the residential neighbor-
hood. It also would have created a
safer environment by eliminating the
foot traffic from Hamilton Avenue,
where traffic can be of concern at rush
hour, Mr. Kaercher said.

The hearing with the zoning board
of adjustment began in November
2015, and continued with subsequent
hearings. The May 22 hearing for the
application was cancelled in light of
the church’s announcement.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Planner
hands were tied and this was not some-
thing our board hid from the public.
Previously, this same woman worked
alongside us on this board. This is
before she was a councilwoman,” said
board member Kathy Villaggio, refer-
ring to Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro.

“When the councilwoman
[Cuccaro] made the remarks she did.
I was embarrassed for her and the
council. I am appalled a sitting coun-
cilwoman would conduct herself in
that way. Instead of her writing an
official correspondence or communi-
cating in an effective manner. For all
the projects the board has overseen
that have been loved by residents
once completed. To disparage us is
wrong, especially when she served
on the board herself,” Mr. Vena said.

During the business portion of the
meeting, the board responded with a
unanimous recommendation to not
adopt a new ordinance allowing for
closed fences up to six feet in height
on corner properties. The current or-
dinance disallows chain-link fences,
but allows for various types of fences
at four feet in height.

“Without any reason it appears the
ordinance came about and it seems to
not make sense on why it is be consid-
ered. I thought maybe there was a
backlog of variances pertaining to the
topic. There are none,” Ms. Villaggio
said.

“I find six-foot lattice offenses to
create a bad aesthetic for the neigh-
borhood. As a resident, I find them
offensive. Of course, each case has
reasons where one may make specific
sense for a homeowner, but a town-
wide ordinance. I do not support it,”
Mr. Jannotti said.

“I do not believe the council envi-
sioned what our town would look like
with six-foot high enclosed fences on
all corner properties. The impact
would make many streets filled with
corner properties look like a prison.
Picture streets like Hickory, driving
down them and seeing all these mas-
sive fences,” Mr. Nierstedt added.

The planning board has started to
analyze fees for application, rezon-
ing, and appeals for both residential
and non-residential use. Some may
be increased, but nothing has been
officially voted on the board.

cluding governor and State Legisla-
ture, also is this Tuesday by 4 p.m.

According to the Union County
Board of Elections, as of May 18 there
were 321,752 registered voters in the
county, which includes 145,500 Demo-
crats, 47,879 Republicans and 126,881
unaffiliated voters.

Polls are open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.
For a complete list of candidates ap-
pearing on local ballots, please see
editorial on page 4.
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Grants
for senior fitness equipment, flooring
and sewing machines; Rahway,
$25,000 for a new roof; Roselle,
$25,000 for lavatory upgrades, park-
ing lot lighting, an icemaker and ceil-
ing tiles; Roselle Park, $25,000 for a
new roof; Scotch Plains, $25,000 for
a bocce court, outdoor seating, PA
system, ceiling tiles, chairs, fitness
equipment, signage and tables;
Springfield, $25,000 for fitness equip-
ment, audio visual equipment and
computers; Summit, $25,000 for a
senior lounge, and Union, $25,000
for a senior center roof.

In other business, the board voted
to increase spending for alcohol and
drug treatment beds by $150,000
through the end of the year. New
Hope Integrated Behavioral Health
Care funding was increased $94,560
while Turning Point funding was in-
creased by $55,440.

At the board’s agenda setting meet-
ing that preceded the regular meeting
last Thursday, Human Services De-
partment Head Frank Guzzo said
detox stays average seven days, while
drug rehabilitation stays average 28
days. The state average cost for detox
is $250 per day, Mr. Guzzo said.

“That at New Hope would buy 115
detox beds, the way we break it out,
and 70 detox beds for Turning Point,”
Mr. Guzzo explained.

He said the additional funding will
provide $65,000 to New Hope for
448 rehabilitation days and $41,000
to Turning Point for 283 rehab days.
The additional funding would pro-
vide beds for an additional 27 per-
sons – 17 at New Hope and 10 at
Turning Point.

Mr. Guzzo said “the network needs
to be expanded” for treatment beds

given the launch today, June 1, of the
county prosecutor’s Union County
Community Law Enforcement Ad-
diction Recovery (C.L.E.A.R.) pilot
program.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lance
Mr. Lance suggested a new desig-

nation for those undocumented people
who could remain in the country le-
gally, but not have citizenship.

“I think we should concentrate on
removing those who are here illegally
who have committed crime and I don’t
think we should be concentrating on
the ‘DREAMers,’” Mr. Lance said,
referring to persons brought to the
United States illegally by their par-
ents.

He supports a bill for “DREAMers”
who have served in the military to be
citizens of the United States.

Concealed carry legislation being
moved through the Congress is ask-
ing the law be changed in New Jersey
to recognize concealed carry permits
issued in other states. Mr. Lance said
he is not in support of the legislation.
“The new bill goes too far,” he said. “I
believe in the Second Amendment. I
also believe what is appropriate for a
state in the Rocky Mountain West
may not be appropriate for New Jer-
sey.”

Mr. Lance said he is in favor of the
Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
administering Internet Service Pro-
viders and edge providers, such as
web service or web applications such
as Yahoo!, and not the Federal Com-
munications Commission (FTC) be-
ing the administrator. “I always vote
my conscience and I will continue to
do so,” he said. Mr. Lance said he
favors an open Internet.

Constituent Vicky Letterman re-
buked Mr. Lance’s comment, saying
his website has stated Mr. Lance “fa-
vors striking down net neutrality
rules.” Net neutrality is the principle
that prohibits Internet Service Pro-
viders from providing access to
websites or intentionally slowing
down service.

At the onset of the Town Hall four
protesters were outside holding signs
protesting President Trump, while
inside the auditorium was filled to
capacity with no more members of
the public being allowed to enter.
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Driveway Causes
Planning Bd. Concern

PTA Presidents, Students
Honored by SP-F BOE

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
held a special ceremony this past
Thursday night to honor the PTA presi-
dents, PTA council president,
eCybermission award winners and
the national champion Blue Diamond
Step Squad.

Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Hayes, Ed.D., assured the au-
dience that, “PTAs are cornerstones
in our communities and they pro-
vide amazing programs and oppor-
tunities for the students and fami-

lies they serve.”
PTA presidents Ellen Geissel,

Chrissie Conklin, Lois Feinberg, Deb
Lambert, Jessica George, Kelly
Doran, Regina Gannon, Nicole Virga
and PTA Council President Lisa
Ciarrocca were recognized with cer-
tificates.

Sixth-, seventh- and eighth-grade
students who competed in the e-
Cybermission Challenge along with
teachers Stephanie Barker, Donna
Gomez, Serafina Scalfaro and Suprit
Dharmi were congratulated by the
board.

The e-Cybermission Challenge is a

science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) initiative that
is made available by the Army Educa-
tional Outreach Program (AEOP).

National champion Blue Diamond
Step Team members Amira Aliane,
Taylor Anthony, Braedon Cooke,
Kiara Cruz, Mahlya Dockery, Isabelle
Gilles, Kenyela Horn, Cheyenne
Jones, Aleesah Kearney, Tayonna Lee,
Kimora Minor, Niyah Nathaniel,
Alexi Sellars, Justin Williams, Asia
Wise, Bianca Young and their coach,
Tashira Wheeler, were awarded med-
als for their accomplishments.

After the team performed for the
board and a captivated audience, Mrs.
Wheeler, who has been the Blue Dia-
mond Step Team coach for 11 years,
told the board, “we are more like a
family than a team,” and said the
success of the team is “all student
driven.”

In other board business, the board
approved several ESY Vendor ser-
vices for 2017 in the amount of
$65,600 and renewed several facility
applications for the 2017-2018 school
year.

The board renewed contracts with
Strauss Esmay Associates’ PASS ser-
vices for a cost of $2,495 and with
Effective School Solutions LLC for
professional services at a cost of
$267,000.

The board awarded bids for custo-
dial supplies to Atra Janitorial Supply
Company for $174, to Cooper Elec-
tric Supply Company for $5,892, and
to INDCO Inc. for $17,259.

The board also awarded bids for
electrical supplies to Cooper Electric
Supply Company for $19,568 and to
Monarch Electric Company for
$1,468.

Asbestos abatement will go on this
summer and the board accepted a
contract with Amax for work at Terrill
Middle School and Scotch Plains-

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The planning board
approved three applications and car-
ried two applications at its meeting
last Wednesday night.

Rich and Jackie Colabraro were
granted approval to increase the num-
ber of bathrooms in their single-fam-
ily home from one-and-a-quarter to
two-and-a-half bathrooms. The home
also would have a second-story addi-
tion. It has a pre-existing condition of
the lot being undersized, Zoning Of-
ficer Ray Sullivan said.

Dale Flowers, the former planning
board chairman and a neighbor of the
Colabraros, who spoke in support of
their plan, said, “I think their plan is in
keeping with the master plan.”

“I think it really does fit in. I drove
by your property…I feel you kept the
look of things,” Planning Board Chair-
man Matthew Juckes said.

“They didn’t increase the footprint
of the house so I don’t have an objec-
tion,” planning board member Hans
Ruhlandt said.

An application by Mark Mintz of
15 Madison Avenue was approved,
by an 8-to-1 vote, to expand his drive-
way.

His home is situated on a corner
property and his single-car driveway
is situated on the Willow Avenue side,
Mr. Mintz said.

The driveway is too small to fit
more than one car, and since the home
is near a school, the amount of school
traffic causes his wife to have to park
two blocks away.

Mr. Juckes said, “Having driven
past it tonight it was a sea of cars by
the school.”

The driveway length is 15 feet from
the garage to the curb, Mr. Sullivan
said.

The sole dissenter regarding the

application, planning board member
John Steigerwald, said, “In the long
term we have to have a policy. People
are having three or four cars per
family…before we look like
Brooklyn…eventually we come to
the point where it doesn’t work…If
this planning board wants to stay
above this all then we have to have
some policies.”

Planning Board member Jack
Molenaar said, “Car pollution is go-
ing to start dropping…millennials are
having less cars and we are probably
past the peak.”

“There is not alternative transpor-
tation in Fanwood,” Mr. Steigerwald
said.

Mr. Mintz also came before the
board about a minor subdivision for
property at 15-18 Madison. The ap-
proval by the planning board back in
October 2000  was never perfected
and now the approval has expired, so
Mr. Mintz had to come before the
board to have the minor subdivision
approved again. The board approved
it unanimously.

“I believed I owned this property
for the last 17 years and put an addi-
tion on the house,” Mr. Mintz said.

The application by Verizon for 55
North Avenue and an application for
389 Midway Avenue for a driveway
will be carried to the board’s Wednes-
day, June 28 meeting.

The board also gave its support to
the borough council’s proposal to
amend an ordinance that would
strengthen Fanwood’s stance on oil
pipelines in the borough.

“We have done a resolution and we
are updating our ordinance…it will
be harder to install a pipeline…,”
said Mr. Molenaar, who also is a
borough councilman.

“If that pipeline goes through wa-

County Gives Out $1.9 Million
In Grants to Municipalities

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County free-
holders last week gave out checks to
local towns totaling nearly $2 million
for infrastructure and senior center
grants. Both are matching grant pro-
grams.

The infrastructure matching grant
program, now in its third year, totals
$1.5 million and is paid out of proceeds
from the $26-million sale of Runnells
Specialized Hospital that occurred in
December 2014.

This year, 19 of the 21 grants awarded
involve road improvements as requested
at the January freeholder reorganiza-
tion meeting by Freeholder Chairman
Bruce Bergen.

Infrastructure grants were given out
as follows: Berkeley Heights, $50,000;
Clark, $50,000; Cranford, $90,000;
Fanwood, $55,000; Garwood, $55,000;
Linden, $100,000; Mountainside,
$50,000; New Providence, $55,000;
Plainfield, $100,000; Rahway, $65,000;
Roselle, $60,000; Roselle Park,
$55,000; Springfield, $75,000; Sum-
mit, $100,000; Union, $100,000, and
Westfield, $100,000, all for roadway
improvement projects.

Elizabeth received $105,000 for in-
stallation of traffic signals; Hillside,
$55,000 for roadway and facility im-
provement projects; Kenilworth,
$75,000 for rehabilitation of facilities,
its housing master plan and traffic sig-
nal study; Scotch Plains, $90,000 for
park facilities and road improvement
projects; and Winfield, $15,000 for fa-
cility improvements at the municipal
building and police department.

Freeholder Chris Hudak said the free-
holder infrastructure grant plus the
matching funds from municipalities total
$9 million in infrastructure improve-
ments for the three years of the program
which includes both county and local
town funding.

A total of $430,000 was given out in
Senior Focus grants for improvements
to senior centers. The grant made avail-
able awards of up to $25,000 to each of
Union County’s 21 municipalities for
capital improvements or equipment
purchases to enhance their local senior
center facilities. Qualifying centers must
be owned by the municipality and used
exclusively or primarily as a senior
center.

Examples of improvements covered
under the grant include ADA access
improvements, repairs to or replace-
ment of roofs; plumbing and electrical
upgrades, and site improvements. The
grants were given out as follows: Clark,
$25,000 for senior fitness equipment;
Cranford, $18,462 for a bingo system,
public address (PA) system and eight
surface pro computers; Elizabeth,
$24,293 for 27 computers; Fanwood,
$25,000 for a new roof, windows, win-
dow coverings, PA system, iPad and a
microwave; Garwood, $25,000 for roof
repair and PA system; Hillside, $25,000
for exterior repairs and replacement of
a handicap ramp; Kenilworth, $23,400
to retrofit four doors and replace an-
other two doors; Linden, $24,000 to
update a handicap ramp and for auto-
matic doors; Mountainside, $25,000
for flooring, seating, a computer and
TV; New Providence, $15,500 for pur-

Shanna C. Kelly for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SHOW AND TELL...A display table was set up at the Union County Heroin and
Opioid forum for the audience to see and better understand drug associated items.
See story on Page 10.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MUSIC WITH A MESSAGE… Rose Nova sings patriotic songs at “TheTribute
to Fallen Heroes” concert on Sunday in Scotch Plains. The Full Count Big Band
also played melodies that were made popular by Frank Sinatra, Glenn Miller,
John Philip Sousa, Patsy Cline and Irving Berlin, among others.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A TRIBUTE TO FALLEN HEROES…At the Memorial Day Concert Sunday
night in Scotch Plains, the crowds are bundled for the cool temperatures. The Full
Count Big Band played patriotic songs, among them tunes from World War II.
Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and representa-
tives from the military delivered words of welcome and thankfulness for the
service of the veterans.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SALUTE TO OUR TROOPS…The Full Count Big Band plays patriotic songs during the Memorial Day Concert Sunday
night in Scotch Plains. Among the band’s selections were songs from World War II.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Primary Races for Governor
To Be Decided Tuesday
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — Voters will go to the
polls this Tuesday, June 6, to decide
Primary Election races for governor
for the Democratic and Republican
Parties. There also is a three-way race
for State Assembly in the 22nd Legis-
lative District that includes Scotch
Plains and Fanwood and for county
sheriff. Both races are in the Demo-
cratic Primary.

The governor’s race includes
Democrats, U.S. ambassador to Ger-
many and ex-Goldman Sachs execu-
tive Phil Murphy, the front runner for
the nomination; former U.S. treasury
undersecretary Jim Johnson, who re-
cently started running TV ads; vet-
eran state Senator Ray Lesniak of
Elizabeth; Teaneck councilman Mark
Zinna; former firefighter William
Brennan, and state Assemblyman
John Wisniewski of Middlesex
County.

Republican candidates are Lieu-
tenant Governor Kim Guadagno; As-

semblyman Jack Ciattarelli (R-16th)
of Somerset County; businessman
Hirsh Singh; Nutley township com-
missioner Steven Rogers, and busi-
nessman Joseph Rullo. Ms. Guadagno
is said to have a large lead on the GOP
side over Mr. Ciattarelli, who won the
Union County Republican Party con-
vention a few months ago.

In the 22nd District Assembly
Democratic Primary race, Paul M.
Alirangues of North Plainfield is chal-
lenging Assembly incumbents Jerry
Green of Plainfield, the Union County
Democratic Party chairman, and
James Kennedy, a former Rahway
mayor. In the sheriff’s race, the Union
County Democratic Committee’s
choice, Peter Corvelli, a former po-
lice officer and current Kenilworth
councilman, is being challenged by
retired sheriff’s captain Gail Smith
Alexander of Plainfield.

Running unopposed in the Primary
are candidates for mayor and town
council in Westfield; borough coun-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Confronting the Crisis of
Heroin and Opioid Abuse

By SHANNA C. KELLY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Three hundred
grams of heroin, cutting agents, 200
grams of molly, cocaine, fentanyl, a
hand-gun with hollow point bullets
and an extended magazine were found
at 4 a.m. on May 24 in a house in
Scotch Plains in what was reported to
be a heroin mill by Union County
Prosecutor’s Office Guns, Gangs,
Drugs, and Violent Crimes Task Force
Supervisor Julie Peterman.

This news leads to a greater con-
versation about an even greater ongo-
ing crisis: the heroin and opioid abuse
epidemic.

On May 24, the prosecutor’s office
hosted an awareness forum on con-
fronting this crisis in Fanwood.

According to Ms. Peterman, abus-
ers usually go through a journey from
prescription pills to heroin since pills
do not have the same stigma. So, some-
one may start on their prescribed pills,
then move to buying off the street
when their prescription runs out and
eventually turn to heroin, which is
significantly cheaper for their high.

Likewise, with the journey effect,
Ms. Peterman pointed out that while
not every marijuana user goes to
heroin, it is uncommon to find a heroin
user who did not start with marijuana.

The numerous overdoses then oc-
cur because not only is the FDA not
involved in regulating amounts, but
heroin is being mixed with cutting
agents to sell more of it.

According to Ms. Peterman, cut-
ting agents commonly include boric
acid or roach killer and fentanyl, which
is like heroin, but 50 times stronger
and leads to an increase in overdoses
when combined.

In 2016 and 2017, 54 percent of the
county overdose deaths included fen-
tanyl. This number increased from 19
percent back in 2015.

“Everyone always assumes this is
someone else’s problem. This is our
problem,” Fanwood Police Chief Ri-
chard Trigo said at the forum.

It was found that 88 percent of fatal
overdoses in the county were from
heroin and/or prescription opioids. It
also was projected that there will be
122 overdose deaths in the county this
year based on the deaths so far.

“What I have seen happening nation-
ally is happening in Union County and
we are not immune,” Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr said.

It was noted that this is not just an
issue with young members of the county.
This issue impacts all ages, and the
average age of victims in Union County
is 43.

Furthermore, while people often as-
sociate drug overdoses with poverty,
“the statistics in Union County just
simply contradict that,” Ms. Peterman
said.

Fifty-eight percent of the Union
County fatal overdoses involved white
victims, 23 percent were black, 17 per-
cent were Hispanic and 2 percent were
other races. These percentages overall
reflect the Union County population.

With that being said, the question is
what to do about the heroin and opioid
abuse that has spiked significantly since
2010.

“The drug problem is not one which
we can arrest our way out of and that is
what we have learned over the years,”
Acting Union County Prosecutor Grace
H. Park said.

According to Ms. Park, law enforce-
ment is trying to be proactive about
prevention. Law enforcement officers
are now all equipped with naloxone for
opioid overdoses. There also are op-
tions for sentencing alternatives, out-
reach programs and rehabilitation for
the victims.

They also have partnered with all
three Union County medical centers —

Overlook, Trinitas and Robert Wood
Johnson — to have a licensed addiction
recovery specialist, who is usually a
former addict who has gone through
training, help “coach” the addicts to get
help. The goal with this is to give op-
tions after the victim is helped by law
enforcement.

Union County is additionally offer-
ing the Union County Community Law
Enforcement Addiction Recovery
(C.L.E.A.R.) as a pilot program start-
ing today, June 1, with locations in
Westfield and Elizabeth. This program
allows individuals to turn in “use” level
quantities of drugs with no criminal
charges by walking into the county
police department in Westfield or the
sheriff’s office in Elizabeth.

In addition, there are the Union
County Project Medicine Drop Boxes
in the municipal police departments
and the Union County public safety
building on North Avenue in Westfield
for people to safely dispose of prescrip-
tion medicines.

Many parents, students and alumnae
of the school districts in Union County
are familiar with the D.A.R.E. program
and its efforts to inform mainly fifth
graders, but the question is, what hap-
pens after that?

“D.A.R.E. is a building block; it just
doesn’t end at D.A.R.E.,” Chief Trigo
said at the forum.

Schools in Union County have vari-
ous programs and have required drug
awareness throughout the school year
with more ways to educate and help
students always being worked towards.

Chief Trigo also mentioned that if
anyone ever came to him or one of the
officers, they would not turn them away,
they would take the time to talk and help
in any way.

The county is taking measurable steps
to be proactive and prevent the crisis
from worsening. Currently, heroin and
prescription opioids have passed car
accidents in the number of deaths, ac-
cording to Ms. Park.

Ms. Peterman recommends that the
first step to be taken is to purchase
naloxone if you know someone or if
someone in your house has an addic-
tion to opioids. For under $40 and
without a prescription you can pur-
chase naloxone to block the effects of
an opioid if there happens to be an
overdose.

Shanna C. Kelly for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STOP, LOOK AND LISTEN...The full room at the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office’s Heroin and Opioid forum, held last Wednesday at the Forest Road
Park building in Fanwood, directs their undivided attention toward Fanwood
Police Chief Richard Trigo as he shares information about resources within his
police department.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
STARTLING STATS...The Union County Prosecutor’s Office’s Guns, Gangs,
Drugs, and Violent Crimes Task Force Supervisor, Julie Peterman, shocked the
audience with Union County overdose statistics during a forum on the heroin and
opioid abuse epidemic held May 24 in Fanwood.
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Grants

Fanwood High School at a cost of
$203,800 and VMC for Coles El-
ementary School at a cost of $41,000.
The funds will be withdrawn from the
2016-2017 budget.

The board approved the purchase
of MacBook Air Computers from
Apple through the Hunterdon County
Educational Services Commission for
an amount totaling $61,160.

Upcoming meetings for the board
include the retiree and years of ser-
vice recognition on May 31 (after this
newspaper went to press), student
recognition on Monday, June 5, and
an Open Agenda meeting on Thurs-
day, June 15.

chase of 100 chairs, eight club chairs, a
PA system and copier; Plainfield,
$25,000 for senior fitness equipment,
flooring and sewing machines; Rahway,
$25,000 for a new roof; Roselle,
$25,000 for lavatory upgrades, parking
lot lighting, an icemaker and ceiling
tiles; Roselle Park, $25,000 for a new
roof; Scotch Plains, $25,000 for a bocce
court, outdoor seating, PA system, ceil-
ing tiles, chairs, fitness equipment,
signage and tables; Springfield, $25,000
for fitness equipment, audio visual
equipment and computers; Summit,
$25,000 for a senior lounge, and Union,
$25,000 for a senior center roof.

In other business, the board voted to
increase spending for alcohol and drug
treatment beds by $150,000 through
the end of the year. New Hope Inte-
grated Behavioral Health Care funding
was increased $94,560 while Turning
Point funding was increased by $55,440.

At the board’s agenda setting meet-

ing that preceded the regular meeting
last Thursday, Human Services Depart-
ment Head Frank Guzzo said detox
stays average seven days, while drug
rehabilitation stays average 28 days.
The state average cost for detox is $250
per day, Mr. Guzzo said.

“That at New Hope would buy 115
detox beds, the way we break it out, and
70 detox beds for Turning Point,” Mr.
Guzzo explained.

He said the additional funding will
provide $65,000 to New Hope for 448
rehabilitation days and $41,000 to Turn-
ing Point for 283 rehab days. The addi-
tional funding would provide beds for
an additional 27 persons – 17 at New
Hope and 10 at Turning Point.

Mr. Guzzo said “the network needs to
be expanded” for treatment beds given
the launch today, June 1, of the county
prosecutor’s Union County Community
Law Enforcement Addiction Recovery
(C.L.E.A.R.) pilot program.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Primary
cil in Fanwood, Garwood and Moun-
tainside; township committee in Cran-
ford, and county freeholder.

The filing deadline for independent
candidates in the General Election,
including governor and State Legisla-
ture, also is this Tuesday by 4 p.m.

According to the Union County
Board of Elections, as of May 18
there were 321,752 registered voters
in the county, which includes 145,500
Democrats, 47,879 Republicans and
126,881 unaffiliated voters.

Polls are open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.
For a complete list of candidates ap-
pearing on local ballots, please see
editorial on page 4.

Lance Fields Healthcare,
Medicaid Questions

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Republican U.S.
Rep. Leonard Lance said Tuesday at a
town hall meeting at Union County
College that New Jersey’s decision to
expand Medicaid under the Afford-
able Care Act, better known as
ObamaCare, was one reason that led
to his decision to vote against Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s recent healthcare
legislation.

“One of the reasons I didn’t vote for
the recent healthcare legislation is that
it would eliminate over time that pro-
gram and I do not think it should be
eliminated for states that expanded
Medicaid,” he said to a packed audito-
rium. New Jersey was one of 31 states
to expand Medicaid.

“Under the Affordable Care Act we
get 90 percent reimbursement for the
working poor,” Congressman Lance
said, and President Trump’s legisla-
tion would eliminate that over time,
“and I do not think it should be elimi-
nated for states that expanded Medic-
aid.”

When asked by a retired physician
from Summit, Bill Thar, who also is a
member of Physicians for a National
Health Program, if Mr. Lance would
favor modeling Medicare for the
country’s universal healthcare, Mr.
Lance said no. Mr. Thar said studies
have shown that by doing so it would
“save us money, insure everyone in the
country, raise benefits, all at the same
time not costing us a penny more than
we are spending now.”

“If we were to reinvent the wheel
perhaps we use the model
suggested...There was not enough sup-
port in the single payer system...so I do
not favor a single payer system. I favor
building on the system we have,” Mr.
Lance said.

Also, Mr. Lance said he is one of the
Republicans who voted to fund
Planned Parenthood for the rest of the
year.

Mr. Lance does not support funding
abortions with federal dollars. “I favor
the Hyde amendment,” he said, fol-
lowed by boos from the crowd. He
asked how many favor the Hyde
Amendment and how many oppose.
The Hyde Amendment bans the use of
federal dollars to fund abortions.

One constituent said she is the sole
minority in the crowd who supports
the Hyde Amendment.

“You said you vote your conscience
but this whole room is your constitu-
ents and we are telling you what our
conscience is…,” Hyde Amendment
opponent Laurie Fettinger said.

Mr. Lance also said he is not in favor
of President Trump’s budget blueprint.

Michael Collins, a Cranford resi-
dent, asked how Congressman Lance
proposes to balance the budget with-
out making cuts and not raising taxes.

“I am unlikely to support significant
cuts but that does not mean there could
be a 1- or 2-percent cut. I do think we
have to move toward a balanced bud-
get in this country because we are $20
trillion in debt and I do not want our
children to inherit an ever-increasing
debt recognizing that we are not going
to be balancing the budget this year or
next year, but I do hope we can do a
better job,” Mr. Lance said.

Concerning immigration reform, “It
is more likely the Congress will ap-
proach this piece by piece. Of course,
a comprehensive reform would be
better,” Mr. Lance said.

Mr. Lance suggested a new designa-
tion for those undocumented people
who could remain in the country le-
gally, but not have citizenship.

“I think we should concentrate on
removing those who are here illegally
who have committed crime and I don’t
think we should be concentrating on
the ‘DREAMers,’” Mr. Lance said,
referring to persons brought to the
United States illegally by their par-
ents.

He supports a bill for “DREAMers”
who have served in the military to be
citizens of the United States.

Concealed carry legislation being
moved through the Congress is asking
the law be changed in New Jersey to
recognize concealed carry permits is-
sued in other states. Mr. Lance said he
is not in support of the legislation.
“The new bill goes too far,” he said. “I
believe in the Second Amendment. I
also believe what is appropriate for a
state in the Rocky Mountain West may
not be appropriate for New Jersey.”

Mr. Lance said he is in favor of the
Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
administering Internet Service Pro-
viders and edge providers, such as
web service or web applications such
as Yahoo!, and not the Federal Com-
munications Commission (FTC) be-
ing the administrator. “I always vote
my conscience and I will continue to
do so,” he said. Mr. Lance said he
favors an open Internet.

Constituent Vicky Letterman re-
buked Mr. Lance’s comment, saying
his website has stated Mr. Lance “fa-
vors striking down net neutrality rules.”
Net neutrality is the principle that pro-
hibits Internet Service Providers from
providing access to websites or inten-
tionally slowing down service.

At the onset of the Town Hall four
protesters were outside holding signs
protesting President Trump, while in-
side the auditorium was filled to ca-
pacity with no more members of the
public being allowed to enter.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Driveway
tershed areas...it will affect this whole
state,” said planning board member
Michael Lysicatos, who mentioned
that the Highlands (where the Pil-
grim Pipeline is proposed to run
through) supplies drinking water to
many municipalities in the state. The
Pilgrim Pipeline also proposes to
run through Fanwood along the
PSE&G right-of-way.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe



Page 2  Thursday, June 1, 2017 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Voters Would Have Say On
Re-Appointment of Judges

State Sens. Gerald Cardinale (R-
39th, Cresskill) and Michael Doherty
(R-23rd, Washington) have proposed
a constitutional amendment that
would have voters give a thumbs-up
or thumbs-down every four years on
members of the state’s highest court,
nj.com reported.

Currently, New Jersey’s seven jus-
tices are appointed by the governor
and approved by the state Senate for
an initial term of seven years. If reap-
pointed by the governor and approved
by the Senate, a justice gets tenure
until hitting a mandatory retirement
age of 70, nj.com reported.

Under the senators’ proposal, gov-
ernors would still appoint judges, but
for initial term of four years with their
re-appointment out before the voters.

New Jersey is one of a dozen states
that grants tenure to its Supreme Court
justices, nj.com reported. Seventeen
states have a system similar to the one
proposed by the state senators, in
which a judge is appointed but must
be approved after a term in an uncon-
tested election.

Sen. Cardinale cited “a long his-
tory of horrendous Supreme Court
decisions that have made New Jersey
the most expensive state in the coun-
try for property taxpayers.”

Senators Bill Aims to Improve
Sportsmanship With Sports Events

A resolution sponsored by Senate
Minority Leader Tom Kean Jr. (R-
21st, Westfield) and Senator Diane
Allen (R-7th, Burlington) to ensure
better sportsmanship by players,
coaches and spectators at youth sport-
ing events has been approved by the
Senate Law and Public Safety Com-
mittee.

 “While they can get very competi-
tive, youth sports should still be all
about having fun,” Senator Allen said
in press release on the Senate Repub-
lican webpage. “When people get too
heated it ruins that fun for everyone
else. Sometimes people just need a
reminder about the rules, and hope-
fully, this will help ensure a good time
for all.”

The resolution, SR-81, urges the
state’s school boards and youth sports
team organizations to post conspicu-
ous signs at each sporting events in
order to emphasize to players, par-
ents, coaches and other attendees the
rules and penalties under an athletic
code of conduct.

It also urges them to make a verbal
announcement about the rules prior
to the start of any game to ensure the
code of conduct is followed.

“These games aren’t deciding the
World Series or the Super Bowl,”
Senator Kean said. “It’s important to
remember that they’re all about the

kids. If everyone can be mindful of
that, the players can focus on playing
and giving the spectators something
good to cheer about.”

Bill Addresses Suspension of
Licenses Due to Student Debt
Legislation to rescind a law that

jeopardizes the careers of profession-
als who have overwhelming student
debt has been advanced by the Senate
Education Committee. The bill was
approved by the Assembly in March.

“If someone earned a license to prac-
tice a profession, their performance
should be the sole factor that affects
their ability to retain that license,” said
Assembly Majority Leader Louis D.
Greenwald (D-6th, Voorhees), one of
the bill’s sponsor. “Using a profes-
sional license as a bargaining chip
when someone cannot pay his or her
student loans is not only wrong but
nonsensical. There is no logic in re-
moving a borrower’s ability to pay
back a loan as a punishment for inabil-
ity to pay in the first place.”

The bill, A-2926, would repeal sec-
tions of state law that allow for the
suspension of licenses issued by the
Division of Consumer Affairs if a
person fails to repay his or her student
loans. The measure also would repeal
a similar provision that allows the
Supreme Court of New Jersey to sus-
pend attorneys’ licenses for failure to
repay student loans.

The Division of Consumer Affairs
in the New Jersey Department of Law
and Public Safety regulates various
professions and occupations in an
effort to protect the public. Such pro-
fessions and occupations include, but
are not limited to: architecture, cos-
metology, dentistry, medicine, nurs-
ing, pharmacy, social work and vet-
erinary medicine.

“For a cosmetologist or a dental
hygienist or a home health aide –
many of whom are low-income
women already struggling to make
ends meet – suspending the license
they need in order to work is like
taking away a lifeline,” said Eliza-
beth Muoio (D-15th, Trenton), a spon-
sor of the bill. “A borrower certainly
has a responsibility to repay the
money, but it’s unjust to use his or her
license as collateral.”

Bramnick: Dems Must
Agree on Funding Plan

Asm. Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield) last week  issued a
statement addressing the school fund-
ing formula: “It is time to stop sending
taxpayer dollars to over-funded towns
and help other communities with more
state dollars. We can only solve the
property tax crisis by addressing the
school funding issue. Legislators
should stay in Trenton until it is done.
Time has run out. Republicans are
ready to  move forward.”

Union County Unveils
Family Courthouse

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and
the Union County Improvement Au-
thority hosted a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony to celebrate the opening of
the new Union County Courthouse
Cherry Street Annex on May 22.
Located at 2 Cherry Street in Eliza-
beth, the new courthouse provides
six courtrooms and facilities that will
serve families throughout Union
County. The event brought together
county officials, judges and legal
professionals from across Union
County.

“As a Judiciary, we are proud of
this courthouse for many reasons,”
said state Superior Court Judge Karen
M. Cassidy, assignment judge for the
Union County Vicinage (Union
County Court). “This is the first time
that litigants are able to come to a
facility that will address their needs
in one location.”

“The new Courthouse is a digni-
fied, modern and functional facility
for the usage of families, the judi-
ciary, our employees, and the com-
munity as a whole,” Union County
Freeholder Chairman Bruce H.
Bergen said. “We are pleased to sup-
port the construction of a permanent
facility that is dedicated to helping
those in need.”

State Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden, who serves as chair-
man of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, stated: “I am pleased to cel-
ebrate the official opening of the
new courthouse that will serve Union
County families. The expansion of
our court facilities was critical to
ensuring that our judiciary is able to
meet the needs of residents, who
expect that our courthouses are
equipped to operate in an effective
and efficient manner. I’m confident
this twenty-first century courthouse
will adequately serve our region well
into the future.”

“The new Courthouse is an out-
standing facility that will provide
the proper setting to improve the
lives of the families and children
who need help and seek justice,”
Assemblyman Jerry Green of
Plainfield (D-22nd, Plainfield)
said.

Elizabeth Mayor J. Christian
Bollwage, whose community is host-
ing the facility, added, “The new
Union County Annex building not
only contributes to the revitalization
of Elizabeth’s downtown area, but

also provides additional services for
our city and county residents. Eliza-
beth is proud to be the county seat and
looks forward to having more re-
sources to support families in need as
well as help those seeking assistance
and legal guidance.”

Union County Acting Prosecutor
Grace H. Park said, “The Courthouse
will also house the newly established
Union County Family Justice Center
(FJC), which is expected to open in
late summer 2017. The FJC will pro-
vide crime victims with legal assis-
tance, crisis counseling, court advo-
cacy, logistical support, and housing
aid. We believe this will positively
transform the way in which domestic
violence receive services in Union
County.”

The ceremony’s honored guest and
keynote speaker was New Jersey
Chief Justice Stuart Rabner.

The new facility serves as an ex-
tension of the current courthouse. It
will provide 78,071 square feet of
new space. The family courthouse
includes four interconnected spatial
and circulation systems, each sepa-
rate and secure, including six court-
rooms and support facilities; judges’
chambers and support staff offices,
prisoner intake, holding and attor-
ney/client conference spaces, and
Sheriff’s Department security con-
trol facilities.

The public enters the courthouse
through an elevated courtyard and
secured lobby, providing direct ac-
cess to court-related administrative
functions and stair/elevators con-
nections to courtroom waiting ar-
eas on the floors above. Other pub-
lic spaces include a cafeteria;
children’s waiting room; attorney
lounge; conference, hearing and
mediation rooms, and several wait-
ing areas. The building is fully ac-
cessible to the handicapped and pro-
vides surface parking including a
separate and secured parking lot for
judges.

“The UCIA is proud to play an
important role in the construction of
our newest courthouse in Union
County, and we greatly appreciate
the support given to this project by
the Board of Chosen Freeholders,”
said UCIA Chairman Anthony
Scutari. “It is a state-of-the-art facil-
ity that will meet the needs of Union
County families and our courts for
many, many years to come,” Mr.
Scutari added.

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEW COURTHOUSE...The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
Union County Improvement Authority hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony to
celebrate the opening of the new Union County Courthouse Cherry Street Annex
on May 22. Located at 2 Cherry Street in Elizabeth, the new courthouse provides
six courtrooms and facilities that will serve families throughout Union County.
The event brought together county officials, judges and legal professionals from
across Union County.
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Two Men Arrested on Drug
Charges In Scotch Plains

Mayors: Budget Cuts Flood
Mitigation Plan Funding

SCOTCH PLAINS — Two town-
ship men were arrested on narcotics
and weapon charges May 24 follow-
ing a month-long police investiga-
tion.

According to a press release from
the Scotch Plains Police Department,
on May 24, at approximately 4 a.m.,
detectives from the Scotch Plains
Police Department, the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office Narcotics Strike
Force, and the Union County Special
Weapons and Tactics Team executed
a search warrant of 518 Forepaugh
Avenue in Scotch Plains. During the
search, detectives located approxi-
mately 14 ounces of heroin with an
approximate street value of $40,000,
over five ounces of cocaine with an
approximate street value of $9,000
and over eight ounces of ecstasy/
MDMA (Molly) with an estimated
street value of $15,000. Also located
during the search was a Glock 10 mm
handgun, an extended round maga-
zine, and hollow point bullets.

 Arrested during the investigation
was Malik A. Canty, 38, of Scotch
Plains. Canty was charged with first-
degree possession of heroin, manu-

facturing and dispensing heroin, main-
taining a manufacturing facility for
heroin, first-degree possession of
cocaine, manufacturing and dispens-
ing cocaine, possession of a controlled
dangerous substance within 1,000 feet
of a school, possession of drug para-
phernalia, possession with intent to
distribute drug paraphernalia, endan-
gering the welfare of a minor, posses-
sion of a firearm while committing a
drug offense, possession of hollow
point bullets, possession of a large
capacity magazine, possession of ec-
stasy/MDMA, manufacturing Ec-
stasy/MDMA, possession of mari-
juana and certain persons not to pos-
sess a firearm.

Canty was transported to headquar-
ters, processed and held in the Union
County jail in Elizabeth. Also arrested
during the investigation was
Rasheedah Canty, 40, also of Scotch
Plains. Rasheedah Canty was charged
with possession of heroin, possession
of marijuana, possession of drug para-
phernalia and endangering the wel-
fare of a minor. Canty was trans-
ported to headquarters, processed and
released on a summons.

REGION — The Mayors Council
Rahway River Watershed Flood Con-
trol has expressed disappointment that
President Trump’s first budget did
not contain the engineering and pre-
construction funding required for the
Rahway River Flood Mitigation plan.
The President’s proposed federal bud-
get goes to the U.S. Congress for
consideration.

The President’s budget proposal
would cut the U.S. Army Corps. of
Engineers construction appropria-
tions for the next fiscal year by almost
40 percent. The mayors council has
requested the region’s elected federal
officials to fight to get the funding
into the federal budget for the fiscal
year that starts in October. The may-
ors also expressed appreciation to
Senators Cory Booker and Robert
Menendez (both D-NJ), Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) and Rep. Donald
Payne, Jr. (D-10th) for their advo-
cacy of getting the Water Resources
Development Act (WRDA) authori-
zation that the Rahway River flood
mitigation project is a federal prior-
ity.

“Over $100 million of damages
were faced by residents along the
Rahway River during Irene. The may-
ors have kept their eye on the ball to
ensure progress and we appreciate
our federal and state representatives
who have been behind us all the way,”
Cranford Mayor Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr. said.

The next step in the U.S. Army
Corps. of Engineers process is ap-
proval of the chief’s report. The fed-
eral WRDA act requires the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers to expe-
dite the process and as soon as the
chief’s report is approved engineer-
ing and pre-construction work can
get started. Funding is required to
get to this step.

The mayors council is urging citi-
zens in the affected communities to

remind federal officials the circum-
stances that flooding brings and that a
regional consensus was reached after
a thorough evaluation of 10 alterna-
tives.

Alternative 4a was selected as hav-
ing the strongest cost-benefit ratio
and includes modification to the Or-
ange Reservoir, adding two, 36-inch
outfall pipes permitting the reservoir
to be drained two days before a major
storm to reduce significantly the wa-
ter elevation downstream during the
major storm event. There will be
downstream channel improvements
through Cranford with one- and one-
half mile of channel deepening with
most of the channel work done in the
river not on land. Also there is ex-
pected to be lifting or acquisition of
numerous properties in the City of
Rahway.

As part of its outreach effort, the
mayors council plans to visit and
brief the successful gubernatorial
candidates to request their support;
establishing citizen avenues to reg-
ister their support and a tweet the
President effort to remind the White
House of the infrastructure plan,
which includes protection of the
integrity of the Orange Reservoir
Dam.

The mayors council includes
mayors of the affected communi-
ties: Maplewood Mayor Victor
DeLuca, Mayor Hannen, Union
Mayor Suzette Cavadas, Rahway
Mayor Sam Steinman, Kenilworth
Mayor Anthony Deluca, Spring-
field Mayor Diane Stampoulos,
and Mil lburn Mayor  Cheryl
Burstein.
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The
Bramnick Personal Injury Law Firm

is a family affair.

Jon
Bramnick

Anne Marie
Bramnick

Brent
Bramnick

We are proud to have 3 Bramnicks representing accident victims.
Jon Bramnick is certified by the Supreme Court of New Jersey as a
civil trial attorney with almost 40 years of trial experience. Brent and
Anne Marie Bramnick are former county prosecutors with years of
trial experience in the Superior Court. All of our experienced trial

attorneys are prepared to meet with you 7 days a week.

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, L.L.C.
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 322-7000
www.bramnicklaw.com

by Mitul P. Patel, PharmD., RPh.

Pharmacy News

246 South Ave., Unit 4 • Fanwood, NJ • 908-680-6936

Please email your questions to:  Mit@FanwoodPharmacy
or visit our website at: www.FanwoodPharmacy.com

TOPICAL CREAMS FOR JOINT PAIN
act directly on the affected areas.
 Although arthritis creams are OTC 
products, you still need to use them 
properly. Follow the package direc-
tions and wash your hands before 
and after you apply the cream. 
Never touch your eyes or mucus 
membranes when you have arthri-
tis cream on your hands. Please 
call or visit for more information. 
We are a full-service pharmacy 
that does compounding and vet-
erinarian compounding on site. As 
a family owned business, we pride 
ourselves in giving our custom-
ers our best service; we offer free 
prescription delivery for maximum 
convenience.
HINT: Topical NSAIDs are most ef-
fective for mild to severe osteoar-
thritis in joints that are close to the 
skin’s surface, such as the hands 
and knees.

  Arthritis sufferers often rely on oral 

-
mation and joint pain. As effective 
as such medications as ibuprofen 
(Motrin, Advil); naproxen (Aleve); 
celecoxib (Celebrex); and aspirin 
may be in these respects, these 
NSAIDs may also increase the risk 
of cardiovascular disorders and 
gastric irritation/bleeding. With 
these potential side effects in 
mind, arthritis sufferers may want 
to try the topical NSAID diclofenac 
(Voltaren, Pennsaid). These topical 
medications may exert as strong 
a pain-relieving effect as oral 
NSAIDs while being safer. Voltaren 
gel 1% has been approved by the 
FDA for treatment of osteoarthritis 
of the knee and hand, while Penn-
said liquid has been approved for 
knee arthritis. These medications

Garwood Rocks!
Sunday From 10-5

GARWOOD — The fourth annual
Garwood Rocks! street fair, hosted
by the Greater Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce (GWACC), will
take place this Sunday, June 4, from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (rain or shine) in
downtown Garwood. Center Street
will be closed to traffic from South
Avenue to Unami Park.

Garwood is revving up to celebrate
spring in style with a car show, an all-
day live stage featuring numerous
bands, entertainment, vendors, festi-
val food and a KidZone. Strolling
entertainment and stilt walkers will
entertain festival goers. Many arti-
sans and craftspeople will be display-
ing paintings, pottery, photography,
handmade jewelry, furniture plus
many other unique items. The
KidZone, with rides and activities
along with a petting zoo and pony
rides, will be operating all day.

Also included will be a car show
featuring over 200 automobiles hosted
by Hot Rod Mike Productions. Be-
ginning at South Avenue live musical
entertainment and a Beer and Wine
garden, sponsored by Lee Frankel of
Garwood’s own The Crossroads, will
be featured.

On the Crossroad stage, The
Valencia School of Music will kick it
off at 10 a.m. followed by the RMC
RockShop Band at 11:30 a.m. Next
up with be the Barry Blues Band at 1
p.m. At 2:30 p.m. the sounds of New
Jersey’s Own Hoi Polloi followed by
The Benjamins at 4 p.m.

The Union County Police Depart-
ment will be distributing free bicycle
helmets on a first-come first-serve
basis to attendees along with litera-
ture on bicycle and child-seat safety.
There will also be a sign-up sheet to
possibly win a free car seat for later
pickup. The Union County Sheriff’s
Office Identification Unit will also be
in attendance, creating free digital
“wanted” posters and with literature
and a sign up process to have finger-
prints and/or photo IDs taken for chil-
dren.

The GWACC booth will be giving
away three pop-up hammocks.

Admission is free to Garwood
Rocks! Please note that pets, skate-
boarding, and roller blading are pro-
hibited in the Garwood Rocks! area.

For further information, please con-
tact the GWACC at (908) 233-3021,
or visit the website www.gwaccnj.com
and look for Street Fairs.

Scotch Plains Man Walks Across
Country With 90 Pounds of Water

By SHANNA C. KELLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Two pairs
of shoes, three days’ supply of food,
two water purifiers, bear mace, a pro-
pane tank and 90 pounds of water:
these are among a few of the items
that James Leitner is traveling with
on his 3,215-mile walk across the
country, a distance symbolic to how
far the average person in Tanzania
walks in a year to get water.

At 11 a.m. on May 17, Mr. Leitner,
a 23-year-old from Scotch Plains and
a 2015 graduate from the University
of Delaware, embarked on the first
mile of his walk from Princeton, N.J.,
to San Francisco, Calif., while pull-
ing a cargo container of 90 pounds of
water attached to a waist harness.

This walk is an opportunity for Mr.
Leitner to raise money for the water
problems in Tanzania through his
GoFundMe donation site as well as to
draw attention to the water insecuri-
ties here in America. Mr. Leitner’s
route across the country was specifi-
cally created based off these water
insecurities.

“My overall goal with the cross-
country trip is just to be able to make
it across country safely and inform
people that are following my story as
well as people that I meet on the
cross-country trip of just how for-
granted we do take water,” Mr. Leitner
said.

Mr. Leitner plans to walk around
20 miles each day, which is about a
marathon a day. He estimates that the
trip will take about six months to
complete with room for extra rest
days, which represents the accumu-
lated time that someone in Tanzania
spends on average walking to get
water each year.

His minimum goal is to raise
$75,000. Donation links can be found
on his site Missioncleanwater.com,
which Mr. Leitner will then donate to
the Philadelphia Serengeti Alliance,
a nonprofit that has as its objective to
build wells and rebuild broken wells
in Tanzania.

According to Stephen Dunne, the
vice-president of the Philadelphia
Serengeti Alliance, the nonprofit started
off as a literacy project since a lot of
their efforts related to girls and women.

“It’s a struggle for them to get an
education because girls typically will
spend essentially half a day carrying
water back and forth,” said John
Gummere, Philadelphia Serengeti
Alliance secretary. “And so they’re
so exhausted they can’t really suc-
ceed in school, and adult women who
do this are really unable to pursue a
business or a career.”

According to Mr. Dunne, Mr. Leitner’s
goal of raising $75,000 will enable the
creation of three new wells and the repair
of 15 wells. Since each well helps 300 to
500 people, 10 to 20 villages, more than
10,000 people will be helped by Mr.
Leitner’s cross-country trip.

Mr. Leitner’s commitment to aid-
ing the water efforts across the globe
was first sparked during a final for his
history class at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. The final re-
quired students to research water,
food, or energy. Mr. Leitner chose to
research water where he learned that
one billion people in the world do not
have access to clean drinking water.

He then started donating to non-
profits and fundraising until his sopho-
more year at the University of Dela-
ware when he decided to start a project
on his own. Mr. Leitner began to meet
with professors about his project and
came in contact with the Philadelphia
Serengeti Alliance. Together Mr.
Leitner and the nonprofit fundraised
as well as created projects where Mr.
Leitner had the opportunity to travel
to Tanzania.

“It really made an emotional im-
pact for me to see it actually directly
affecting the community,” Mr. Leitner
said about his trip to Tanzania.

According to Mr. Dunne, water is
the building block of life and new

water wells can completely transform
a village by providing more economic
opportunities, allowing girls to go to
school, and more.

After college Mr. Leitner moved to
West Virginia for the rock climbing
and outdoors, where he connected
with the running community. He then
created a goal of running a marathon
a month with 45 pounds of water to
symbolize the struggle that people
face to get water in all the weather
conditions in a year. He started his
first marathon in May 2016 and com-
pleted his last one in April 2017.

To train for the marathons, Mr.
Leitner followed a typical marathon
routine with a few adjustments, which
consisted of three shorter runs at a
faster pace during the week, increas-
ing from five miles each week, and
one longer run on the weekend. The
other two weekdays he held the five
gallons of water above his head for as
long as possible and the second week-
end day was a run with the water to
get accustomed to the weight.

This training, as well as his outdoor
trips and rock climbing in West Vir-
ginia, helped him prepare for his trip
across country.

“My main goal was just to get com-
fortable in nature,” Mr. Leitner said.
“As much as it is physical, most of it is
mental, and that’s a big emotional roller
coaster that I’m extremely excited for.”

Additionally, Mr. Leitner prepared
for the trip by looking at all the camp
grounds along the way that he can
stop at. He plans to utilize these camp
grounds as well as his University of
Delaware alumnae community, na-
tional and state forests, public lands
and apps such as “Couchsurfing
Travel App” for places to sleep.

As far as weather conditions go,
Mr. Leitner has rain gear, a Wind-

breaker, a tent for shelter and has
familiarized himself with early onset
signs of tornadoes and extreme
weather so that he can quickly seek
shelter.

According to Mr. Dunne, Mr.

Courtesy of  Beatrice Kimmel
READY TO WALK...James  Leitner, 23,  of Scotch Plains is geared up with his
backpack and has cargo containers of 90 pounds of water for his 3,215-mile walk
across country, a distance symbolic to how far the average person in Tanzania
walks in a year to get water.

Lance Bill to Crack Down
On Junk Drugs Advances

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has secured
passage of his legislation, H.R. 2376,
the Drug Diversion and Counterfeit
Crackdown Act, through the Energy
and Commerce Health Subcommit-
tee as an amendment to the FDA
Reauthorization Act. The legislation
cracks down on counterfeit drugs
entering the United States.

According to the Congressman, many
American patients are buying and us-
ing bogus drugs disguised as reputable
brands and today’s effort will increase
the penalties for counterfeiters.

“Counterfeit drugs are flooding into
the United States and too many Ameri-
cans are falling victim to knock-offs
that have infiltrated the U.S. supply
chain. These counterfeit drugs con-
tain harmful ingredients and incor-

rect or expired active ingredients,”
Mr. Lance said. “Cancer patients think
they are taking the correct chemo-
therapy medicine, but these fraudsters
instead give the unsuspecting patient
50 percent of the real treatment. These
criminals take the risk knowing the
punishment is a minor offense in our
criminal code. That needs to change.
We need to strengthen the system and
protect patients.”

In the United States, for a new drug
to reach the market it must proceed
through a rigorous vetting process
through the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA). Once approved, these
therapies are then marketed in U.S.
Counterfeiters mimic these drugs with
knock-off medications often created
in third-world counties – well outside
the scrutiny of the FDA and involving
a host of poorly produced ingredi-
ents. The Lance bill would close loop-
holes in the law, stiffen penalties for
counterfeiters and discourages this
market from growing.

Summer HoursBegin
At Town Hall

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains has announced
its summer hours took effect May 25
at Town Hall. The summer schedule
is as follows: Monday to Wednes-
day, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Thursday,
8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m., and Friday, 8:30
a.m. to noon.These hours are effec-
tive through Labor Day, September
4.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
905 APARTMENTS...Above is an architectural drawing of the 905 multi-family
housing that is proposed at 750 Walnut Avenue in Cranford by Hartz Mountain
Industries LLC. Hartz is seeking to rezone the commercial space and naming the
30.5-acre parcel an area in need of redevelopment. They are to be heard Wednes-
day, June 7 by the Cranford Planning Board. Hartz is proposing a two-phase build
out of the apartments, that would also include two pools, two clubhouses, parking,
new driveways, and a new traffic light at Walnut and Behnert Place. Market rate
units would be a mix of one- and two-bedroom apartments, and affordable housing
units would be a mix of one-, two- and three-bedroom apartments, with the plan
estimating to add 1,846 people to the population.

WINNING GARDEN...The Garden Club of Westfield congratulates the April
winner of the Garden of the Month. Pictured above, this garden belongs to Arline
Monaco of 415 Colonial Avenue. The spring flowers, many yellow and purple
pansies, with splashes of other spring flowers — azaleas, geraniums, hydrangeas
and barberry bushes in reds and pinks — add pops of color. Mrs. Monaco has
always been a “gardener’s gardener” and changes her display with the seasons.

Aging Services Kiosk
Coming to Area

REGION — Union County residents
seeking information about services for
seniors age 60 and older can attend any of
six Aging Services Kiosk (ASK) events
in April to speak with experienced staff
from the county’s Department of Human
Services, Division on Aging.

The June dates and locations will be:
Thursday, June 15, Westfield Commu-
nity Center, 558 West Broad Street,
Westfield, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.;
Monday, June 19, Mountainside Mu-
nicipal Building, 1385 Route 22 East
Mountainside, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.;
and Wednesday, June 21; Fanwood
Public Library, 5 Forest Road, Fanwood,
10 a.m. to noon.

Leitner’s 12 marathons in 12 months
and his passion for the nonprofit also
gave him the motivation to start the
Kilimanjaro challenge, which is where
a group of 12 people will climb
Tanzania’s Mount Kilimanjaro in
September 2017. The goal is for each
climber to raise $10,000 for 12 new
water wells this fall.
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help
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Letters to
the Editor

Michael Collings and Rich
McCormack for Garwood Council

Please Give Us Your Vote in Westfield
For Mayor and Town Council

I Pinched Myself, I Cannot Remember
When This Happened In The Past

An article in the May 25th edition
of The Westfield Leader, regarding
13+ miles of bike trails proposed for
the Watchung Reservation, made me
stop dead in my tracks, so to speak. I
thought perhaps my brain had gone
numb, such as when we find our-
selves reading and realize that we
haven’t comprehended the printed
messages our eyes have transmitted
to our brains to form words. Dou-
bling back to reread the lines in ques-
tion I realized that a true anomaly had
occurred. Those wild and crazy kids
on the Board of Chosen Freeholders,
it was reported, had actually split
their votes; 5 nays, 3 ayes and one
abstention shooting a resolution down.
I proceeded to pinch myself as I can-
not remember when this actually hap-
pened in the past; usually all nine of
these Democrats vote in tandem with
each other so as not to appear that
there could be any dissension in the
ranks.

Following the issue over the past
few months, a couple of things stood
out as needing additional informa-
tion be made available to not only the
public but the board as well. At a
recent meeting when a vote to alter
the county’s master plan to allow ad-
ditional trails earmarked for biking
numerous persons spoke out both pro
and against the proposal. Those 50 or
so addressing the board included bik-
ing club representatives, mayors of
towns whose resident’s property abut
the trail area and private concerned
citizens.

How the board even got to this
point is mind boggling as this resolu-
tion came at a late point in the pro-

cess. They have been taking their
show on the road to supposedly get
input from the voters, not that they
have paid attention to the desires of
the public before, but public hearings
look good. No ecological study was
done to learn what kind of impact
there would be on the delicate eco
system of the area. No financial pro-
posal was released. And it appears
that there were no safety studies done
so it is not known if an emergency
vehicle could even get into the area
where the newest trails would be cre-
ated in the most rugged area of the
reservation. There are presently trails
designated as “multi-use” for horse-
back riding and hiking, which under
this new plan some would also ac-
commodate mountain bikers. Seems
like things are getting a bit crowded
out there in the wilderness and where
would the deer and bears escape to?

A no vote on this expansion of the
services at the reservation was defi-
nitely in order. Why does the board
purchase tracts of “Open Space” only
to feel compelled to erect something
on the acquisition. And in this case,
why is it necessary to squeeze these
trails onto an already overly devel-
oped nature preserve? Must they al-
ways have some form of a construc-
tion project on the boards geared to-
ward providing entertainment for the
masses? The freeholders have lost
sight that their job is to provide for the
health, safety and welfare of the
people, not give them something to
do on a Sunday afternoon.

Patricia Quattrocchi
GOP Candidate for UC Freeholder

Clark

We have dramatically improved the
condition of our roads during my
time on council, but there is always
more work to be done. I continue to
explore ways to increase the number
of roads paved each year while reduc-
ing costs to our residents, including
sharing paving resources with the
State of New Jersey and Union
County.

Under the leadership of Mayor
Andy Skibitsky, we work with all
levels of government to fund road
improvements in Westfield. We con-
tinue to work with Senator Tom Kean,
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick and
Assemblywoman Nancy Muñoz to
secure grants for road paving. Last
month, Union County announced they
are paving Central Avenue from South

Avenue in Westfield to Barnes &
Noble in Clark.

Councilman Doug Stokes and I
successfully advocated for the pav-
ing of all or parts of several streets in
the Fourth Ward, including First
Street, Shackamaxon, Shadowlawn,
and Summit Court. Work will begin
shortly, and a complete list of road
improvements is available on the
town’s website at westfieldnj.gov.

As I walk our neighborhoods to
earn your vote, I keep a list of road
paving requests. Please contact me at
kloughlin@westfieldnj.gov to report
a pothole, add your street to the pav-
ing list, or contact me on any issue.

Keith Loughlin (R)
Westfield Councilman, Fourth Ward

We are seeking your support as
candidates for council in the Borough
of Garwood. As extremely active
members of our community for the
past several decades, we have been
dismayed with the direction our bor-
ough has taken. Maybe it is because
of our involvement with everything
from Little League to fundraising
events for local charities that mem-
bers of both political parties have
asked us to run for office in the past.
We hope they all understand that we
do these things out of love for
Garwood and desire make sure our
children and grandchildren live in a
place they will always be proud to
call home. As we are rapidly seeing
our small town with a big heart turn
into something other than that slogan,
we decided it was time to step up and
represent the voices that don’t feel
like they are being heard anymore.
Being involved, we see so much good
in the people of Garwood and see so
many possibilities for the future so
ask yourself, are you happy with the
direction that has been taken in recent
months or years?

We aren’t politicians by any stretch
of the imagination, we are blue collar,
family first fathers who genuinely
care about the direction of Garwood.
We will not make promises we can’t
keep, we will not make decisions that
can be detrimental to your wallet, we
will not keep information from you
that may impact your daily lives and
most of all we WILL listen. We will
always listen to what you have to say.
The only promise we will make is that
we will always be open and honest.
With your support we will take great
pride in providing clear and decisive
leadership that does not come at the
cost of taxpayers or the amenities our
families deserve. It’s time to put aside
the infighting and be intellectually
honest with all the taxpayers.
Garwood is our town, and the time
and it is more crucial than ever to
make sure Garwood stays our town.

Please visit our booth at Garwood
Rock on Sunday, June 4, 2017.

About the 2017 Republican candi-
dates for Garwood Borough Council,
Richard McCormack and Michael E.
Collings:

Mr. McCormack has been a resi-
dent of Garwood for 32 years. He has
been married to his wife, Kasie, for
37 years and together raised their
three daughters in Garwood. Richard
works for McCormack Contracting,
a family-run business alongside his
brother, for the past 29 years. His
focus on community collaboration is
displayed through his active partici-
pation in St. Anne’s parish as well as
his long-standing appointment of
trustee to the Monsignor Walsh Coun-
cil 5437 Garwood Knights of Colum-
bus since 2008.

Mr. Collings has lived in Garwood
for 14 years. He is married to Stacey
Sikora, and has three children. He has
worked for PSE&G for 17 years in
customer service, in which 10 of those
years he was a chairman of Local 601
Cranford. Mr. Collings is also the
Grand Knight of the Monsignor Walsh
Council 5437 Garwood Knights of
Columbus.

Michael Collings
Rich McCormack

Candidates for Garwood Council

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

MADID
1. Nervous; fidgety
2. Soiled and wrinkled
3. Wet; moist
4. Covered with filth

POORT
1. An oceanographer
2. A mountain pass
3. A worker in a diamond mine, espe-

cially South Africa
4. Deep feeling of remorse, guilt

HIN
1. With great speed
2. An extra seat on a motorcycle be-

hind the driver’s seat
3. Extreme doubt, disbelief
4. A Hebrew measure of liquids hold-

ing about six quarts
POPLITEAL

1. The part of the leg behind the knee
2. The gland in a frog that enables it to

croak
3. Having a sticky, viscous or gooey

texture
4. Precipitous; extremely steep

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Burking – Murdering persons in

order to sell their bodies for dissection
2. Simagre – A grimace
3. Buccal – Petaining to the cheek or

mouth
4. Blotto – Very drunk; unconscious

because of drinking too much

Russ Graham, DEM,
Seeks Your Vote For

Garwood Council
I was honored to be elected to the

Board of Education back in 2009 and
once again humbly ask for your support
to serve the people of Garwood. I am
excited to run on the Democratic ticket
for a seat on the Garwood Borough
Council to get to work for its residents.
My wife, Julie, and I have lived in
Garwood for over 26 years and are very
proud to call this tight-knit community
home.

Commitment to service is a character
trait I am proud of. I am a United States
Navy Vietnam War combat veteran and
I served for four years, with the last three
and a half years on board the USS Jo-
seph Hewes, a destroyer escort/frigate,
achieving the rank of Yeoman Second
Class before being honorably dis-
charged.

Last year, I retired from a 27-year
career in the HVAC industry as a
manufacturer’s representative and small
business owner. I know the importance
of negotiating deals to achieve the best
value and pledge to do so if so honored
to be elected.

I was recently approached by Council
President Sara Todisco to run for the
seat being vacated by Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli, who has served on the Coun-
cil with distinction for the past nine
years. After a short period of consider-
ation, I decided that the time was right to
accept this invitation to run and once
again serve the residents of Garwood.

Garwood is at a pivotal moment in its
history. Redevelopment is one of the top
topics around town. As taxpayers in the
borough, my wife and I believe that
responsible redevelopment will be an
engine for revenue growth and will re-
verse the image casted by these blighted
sites in our downtown. The additional
revenue (estimated at nearly $700,000
more than paid at the current site) will
enable us to account for the normal
escalation in bills and, hopefully, re-
verse the trend of yearly tax increases.

I am aware of the concerns that have
been expressed regarding the potential
new development of the Casale/Petro
property. I vow to work to ensure the
best possible outcome where the posi-
tives outweigh any negatives. The Plan-
ning Board and the Borough Council
have been carefully shepherding this
process and I will make certain that we
continue to work for the best possible
deal for the Garwood taxpayers.

Additionally, I look forward to laying
out a plan with new ideas to promote
more fiscal responsibility and transpar-
ency in government. I also look forward
to supporting beautification efforts and
honoring our volunteers who devote
much time and experience to our town.

I have known Councilwoman Sara
Todisco for many years, and working
with her on our campaign, I’ve seen
first-hand what a tireless advocate she is
for our borough. Her dedication to
Garwood is unparalleled and I am hon-
ored to be Sara’s running mate. I have
devoted my life to service and hope to
continue this commitment as a Garwood
Councilman.

Russ Graham (D)
Garwood Council Candidate

Primary Voting is June 6

Governor’s Race Is Main Event
In Tuesday’s Primary Election

Celebrate the Season — Summer
Has Much to Offer In Our Towns

“Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer,” sang
Nat King Cole in his feel-good 1963 hit, a celebration of
such carefree, warm-weather pleasures as picnics, the
beach and drive-in movies.

While giving that timeless ode to summer its due, we’d
like to add a few suggestions of our own to those favorite
seasonal rituals by highlighting some of the many options
for fun and learning found right in our own backyards.

Want to send your kids on incredible adventures this
summer that are safe, free, and don’t involve long car trips
or sweltering heat? Get them signed up for the summer
reading programs that are once again being offered at
many local libraries. Children and teens can journey to
any destination they wish — and as far as their imagination
will take them — just by picking up a book. Summer
reading program participants keep a log of their time spent
reading or being read to, and will receive prizes. Multiple
libraries also are featuring additional programs for youth,
such as events celebrating the 20th anniversary of the
release of the debut Harry Potter novel. Our libraries are
holding various summer activities for adults as well.

Like history? Union County will sponsor a reenactment

of the Battle of Short Hills on Saturday and Sunday, June
24 and 25, at Oak Ridge Park in Clark. Staged in conjunc-
tion with the 240th anniversary of the key Revolutionary
War battle, this event will bring to life the American
forces’ fight for independence and the role New Jerseyans
played in it. Leading up to the reenactment will be a
performance the evening before at Oak Ridge Park by the
New Jersey Symphony.

Music, movie and theater enthusiasts can get their fill as
well, through such summer fare as Westfield’s Sweet
Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival; Scotch Plains’ Concerts
on the Green and Friday Night at the Movies series, and
the family-friendly programs traditionally held at
Fanwood’s LaGrande Park. Also available are the Union
County Summer Arts Festival, Shakespeare in the Park
and Family Fun & Flix programs.

Yes, there is something for everyone, and these are just
a sampling of the many activities open to area residents to
explore, experience and enjoy between now and autumn.
We wish everyone a safe, happy and healthy summer, and
encourage people of all ages to take every opportunity to
savor the season in our communities.

Voters will go to the polls this Tuesday, June 6, to decide
Democratic and Republican Party nominees for Gover-
nor, State Legislature, county sheriff and freeholder, as
well as for local town council seats. Outside of governor,
where six Democrats and five Republicans are vying to be
on the November General Election ballot, there are no
Primary challenges except for sheriff and state Assembly
in the 22nd Legislative District.

In the sheriff’s race, the county Democratic Committee’s
choice, former Hillside police officer and Kenilworth
councilman Peter Corvelli, is being challenged by retired
sheriff’s captain Gail Smith Alexander. Marc Krauss is
running for sheriff on the Republican side.

In the Governor’s race, running on the Democratic side
are former U.S. ambassador to Germany and ex-Goldman
Sachs executive Phil Murphy, former U.S. treasury
undersecretary Jim Johnson, state Senator Ray Lesniak,
Teaneck councilman Mark Zinna, former firefighter Wil-
liam Brennan and state Assemblyman John Wisniewski.
Republican candidates are Lieutenant Governor Kim
Guadagno, Assemblyman Jack Ciattarelli, businessman
Hirsh Singh, Nutley township commissioner Steven Rogers
and businessman Joseph Rullo.

Also up this year are the seats of all 120 state lawmakers
divided among 40 legislative districts. There are Primary
races for state Senate in seven districts and Assembly
Primary races in six districts. Locally, Paul M. Alirangues
is challenging Assembly incumbents Jerry Green and
James Kennedy in the Democratic Primary Election in the
22nd Legislative District. The winners will face Republi-
cans Richard Fortunato and John Quattrocchi in the fall.
Senator Nick Scutari (D) will face Joseph Bonilla (R) in
the General Election. In the 21st District, incumbent
Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R) is being challenged by Jill
LaZare (D). On the Assembly side, GOP incumbents Jon
Bramnick and Nancy Muñoz will face Democrats Lacey
Rzeszowski and David Barnett in the General Election.

In Fanwood, while Councilman Russell Huegel and
newcomer Anthony Carter, a member of the borough’s
recreation commission, filed as Democrats for the two
council seats, Brian Walter is the lone Republican to file

a nominating petition. Thus, technically, a write-in candi-
date could win the nomination to run in the fall election for
borough council if, of course, he or she is a registered
Republican.

But while there are no other competitive races, the
Primary winners will officially become candidates in the
council races. There is a General Election Westfield
mayor’s race between three-term Republican incumbent
Andy Skibitsky and Democrat Michelle Brindle and coun-
cil races in all four wards: First Ward, incumbent Sam
Della Fera (R) and Linda Habgood (D); Second Ward,
James Corcoran (R) and Michael Dardia (D); Third Ward,
incumbent David Oliveira (R) and David Contract (D),
and Fourth Ward, incumbent Keith Loughlin (R) and
Dawn Mackey (D).

In Garwood, incumbent Councilwoman Sara Todisco
and former board of education member Russ Graham,
both Democrats, face a challenge from Republicans Rich-
ard McCormack and Michael Collins. There is no munici-
pal election in Scotch Plains this year and in Mountainside,
Republican Council members Keith Turner and Deanna
Andre are unopposed in the General Election. Cranford
incumbent Township Commissioner Patrick Giblin and
newcomer Jean-Albert Maisonneuve, Democrats, face a
November challenge from Republican incumbent Town-
ship Commissioner Andis Kalnins and Richard
Buontempo.

At the county level, incumbent Freeholders Angel
Estrada and Chris Hudak are joined by Hillside Mayor
Angela Garretson on the Democratic ticket. Ms. Garretson
replaces Vernell Wright, who is retiring. They will face
Republicans Patricia Quattrocchi, a former Garwood
mayor, Mark Martini and Peter Lijoi.

Polls are open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. Election ballots
were mailed to all registered voters and also are available
on the county’s website along with information on check-
ing one’s voter registration and poll locations.

As we have said before, allowing all registered voters to
cast ballots rather than forcing registration into the two
major political parties would increase Primary voter turn-
out.
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The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq.,

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, meditation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey, 07016
(908) 272-0200

www.dughihewit.com

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

1992 - 2017 • CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY
 __________________________________________________________

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS & TRUSTS

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

________________

REAL ESTATE

CLOSINGS

_______________

FAMILY LAW

ACCREDITED DIVORCE MEDIATOR

_________________

201 SOUTH AVE.

WESTFIELD

654-8885

Statement on Death of Summit
Police Officer Matthew Tarentino

SUMMIT, NJ – With great sad-
ness, the City of Summit Police De-
partment announces the death of Po-
lice Officer Matthew Tarentino at 6:20
a.m. this morning (May 30) in a multi-
vehicle car crash on Interstate 78 in
Bernards, NJ. Officer Tarentino was
traveling to work in Summit when a
westbound car crossed over the Inter-
state 78 median and struck two east-

bound vehicles. Two others were in-
jured in the accident and transported
to Morristown Hospital. Officer
Tarentino, 29, is survived by his wife
and two children. Additional infor-
mation will be provided by the City of
Summit as it becomes available.

Police Chief Robert Weck
Summit

Inclement Weather Cancelled
Memorial Day Parade But Not Dignity

Once again the Town of Westfield
and the American Legion have hon-
ored its citizens who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for their country. Any
visitor coming into the center of
Westfield will notice a large column
at the intersection of Broad and North
Avenue. This honors the WWI war
dead and is surrounded by other monu-
ments honoring those who died in
subsequent wars.

Westfield does not hold back when
it comes to remembering these fallen
citizens. Inclement weather cancelled
the traditional Memorial Day Parade,
but quick improvisation by the Le-
gion moved the ceremony into the
nearby Methodist Church. It was a
dignified, inspiring ceremony and I
was honored to be a part of it.

Peter Braun
Westfield

Nutshell Primary Election June 6,
General Election Nov. 7, 2017

As of December 31, 2016 there
were 5,836,592 registered voters in
New Jersey including 2,520,657 un-
affiliated; 2,081,625 Democrats and
1,215,93 Republicans. There were a
total of 331,071 registered voters in
Union County including 147,428
Democrats; 134,109 unaffiliated and
48,484 Republicans.

The largest contingent of voters
has 0 elected officials. The NJ Senate
has 40 Senators, who are elected in a
"2-4-4" cycle, representing districts
with average populations of 210,359
(2000 figures). There are 24 Dem
Senators, 16 GOP Senators and zero
(0) Unaffiliated.

The NJ Assembly has 80 members.
Two members are elected from each
of New Jersey's 40 legislative dis-
tricts for a term of two years, each
representing districts with average
populations of 210,359.; 52 are Dems;
28 are GOP; zero (0) Unaffiliated.
Local Officials Terms Up In 2017
State Senate and Assembly (all are up
statewide)
State Senate District 21: No Pri-
mary Election Challenge; Election in
Nov to pit incumbent Thomas Kean,
Jr. (R), Westfield; Jill Lazare (D),
Summit
State Assembly District 21: No Pri-
mary Election Challenge; Election in
Nov to pit incumbents (R) Jon
Bramnick, Westfield and Nancy

Munoz, Summit versus David Barnett
(D), Springfield; Lacey Rzeszowski
(D), Summit
State Senate District 22: No Pri-
mary Election Challenge; Election in
Nov to pit incumbent (D) Nicholas
Scutari versus (R) Joseph Bonilla (R),
Clark
State Assembly District 22: (D) Pri-
mary Election Challenge; Jerry Green,
Plainfield; James Kennedy, Rahway;
Paul Alirangues, North Plainfield;
Election in Nov. to pit best two Dems
from Primary Mr. Green; Mr.
Kennedy or Mr. Alirangues versus
(R) Richard Fortunato, Scotch Plains
and John Quattrocchi, Clark
Union County Freeholders :(3 of 9
seats); Freeholder Candidates (Vote
for 3, each 3 yrs., nine member board)
DEM Angel Estrada, Eliz.; Christo-
pher Hudak, Linden; Angela
Garretson, Hillside; GOP Patricia
Quattrocchi, Clark; P. Mark Martini,
Westfield, Peter Lijoi, Summit
Union County Sheriff: DEM Peter
Corvelli, Kenilworth; DEM Gail
Smith Alexander, Plainfield; GOP
Marc Krauss, Springfield
Westfield Town: incumbent Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky (R) seeks re-elec-
tion challenged by newcomer, may-
oral candidate Michelle Brindle (D)
WF Ward 1 Council incumbent  Sam
Della Fera (R) seeks re-election chal-
lenged by newcomer candidate Linda
Habgood (D)
WF Ward 2 Council newcomer
James Corcoran (R) is challenged by
newcomer Michael Dardia (D)
WF Ward 3 Council incumbent
David Oliveira (R) seeks re-election
challenged by newcomer candidate
David Contract (D)
WF Ward 4 Council incumbent
Keith Loughlin (R) seeks re-election
challenged by newcomer candidate
Dawn Mackey (D)
Mountainside Borough Council (2
of 6 seats up); Deanna Andre (R) and
Keith Turner (R); no D's filed.
Cranford Township Committee (2
of 6 seats up); (D) Patrick Giblin and
Jean-Albert Maisonneuve; (R) Andis
Kalnins and Richard Buontempo.
Fanwood Borough Council (2 of 6
seats up); (D) Russell Huegel and
Anthony Carter; (R) Brian Walter.
Garwood Borough Council (2 of 6
seats up); (D) Sara Todisco and Russ
Graham;  (R) Richard McCormack
and Michael Collings.

School Boards of Educations con-
sume 60-65% of property taxes plus
33% of the state budget; further, pen-
sions are $50 billion unfunded. The
State budget 2017 will be about $35
billion (To be set July 1, 2017).

School Boards candidates file by
July 31; (including Westfield,
Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood).

A Peek at Property Tax Breakdown for 2017

 Tax Levy 2017 %Inc. Inc.Per Avg. Home
Union County  $ 354,769,822 2.75  
Fanwood  $    6,143,966 2.4  $60.00
Garwood  $    6,083,497 2.08  $67.38
Scotch Plains  $  14,935,957 2.02  $35.44
Mountainside  $    8,715,292 1.96  $59.42
Westfield  $  27,662,381 1.77  $37.99
Cranford  $  22,731,187 1.18  $34.00

Where to Find the
Budget, Who’s Who

Union County
Bibi Taylor
Director
http://ucnj.org/finance/budgets/

Westfield
Scott Olsen
Chief Financial Officer
http://www.westfieldnj.gov/budget

Garwood
Sandy Bruns, CFO, CTC
Chief Financial Officer/Tax Col-

lector
http://garwood.org/

Cranford
Lavona Patterson
Chief Financial Officer
https://cranford.com/budget/

Scotch Plains
Lore Majeski
Chief Financial Officer
https://www.scotchplainsnj.gov/

government/budget/

Fanwood
Frederick Tompkins
Chief Financial Officer
http://www.fanwoodnj.org/govern-

ment/budgets-financial-statements/

Mountainside
Jill Goode
Chief Financial Officer
http://www.mountainside-nj.com/

dept/tcf

Union County
The county tax levy, as adopted, is

$354,769,822 million, a 2.75 percent
increase over 2016. Total appropria-
tions is $506,736,340. The county
debt service is $67,593,919 million.

Editor’s Note: (Since the county
adopted its budget, The Leader has
included the actual municipal taxes,
as show in parentheses noted below.)

Westfield
Westfield’s municipal tax levy, as

adopted, for 2017 is $27,662,381,
representing a 1.77-percent increase
over the 2016 tax levy. The average
assessed home of 180,900 will see a
$37.99 increase in taxes this year.

According to a tax breakdown, the
municipal library is $2,548,401 mil-
lion; the local school district is esti-
mated at $100,170,477; the county is
estimated at $41,870,000
($40,132,663 actual); and the county
open space tax is estimated at
$1,130,000, putting the total estimated
amount to be raised by taxes in
Westfield at $ 173,791,016.

The municipal debt service for 2017
is $2.6 million, with total municipal
general appropriations at $45.4 mil-
lion.

The police salaries and wages bud-
get for 2017 is $5,947,00, up 3.4
percent.

For the second year in a row, their
were no recommendations in the au-
dit to make changes to the budget.

Garwood
Garwood’s municipal tax levy, as

introduced, for 2017 is $6,083,497,
representing a 2.08 percent increase
over the 2016 tax levy. The average
assessed home of $102,091 will see a
$67.38 increase in taxes this year.

According to a tax breakdown, the
municipal library is $222,033, the
local school district is estimated at
$8.1 million; the county is $3,543,199
(actual), and the county open space
tax is estimated at $100,000, putting
the total estimated amount to be raised
by taxes in Garwood at about $18
million.

The municipal debt service for 2017
is $332,322, with total municipal gen-
eral appropriations at $7,996,314
million.

The police salaries and wages bud-
get for 2017 is $1,883,000, up 2.3
percent.

Cranford
Cranford’s municipal tax levy, as

adopted, for 2017 is $22,731,187,
representing a 1.18-percent increase
over the 2016 tax levy. The average
assessed home of $182,678 will see a
$34 increase in taxes this year.

According to a tax breakdown, the
municipal library is $1.4 million; the
local school district is $55.5 million;
the county is estimated at $21.4 mil-
lion ($22,058,141 actual), and the
county open space tax is estimated at
$626,763, putting the total estimated
amount to be raised by taxes in
Cranford at $101,598,524.

The municipal debt service for 2017
is $4.8 million, with total municipal
general appropriations at $37.9 mil-
lion. The swimming pool utility bud-
get shows an anticipated revenue of
$1.75 million.

Commissioner Andis Kalnins noted
with the 2017 municipal budget that
there were “significant increases” in
debt service and insurance. He also
observed that the state had made no
requests for changes to the budget.

The police salaries and wages bud-
get for 2017 is $5,888,286, down
from $5,997,286 in 2016.

Scotch Plains
Scotch Plains’ municipal tax levy,

as adopted, for 2017 is $14,935,957,
a 2.02 percent increase over the 2016
tax levy. The average assessed home
of $122,200 will see a $35.44 in-
crease in taxes this year.

According to a tax breakdown, the
municipal library is $1.35 million;
the local school district is $66.1 mil-
lion; the county is estimated at $21.7
million ($21,375,279 actual), and the
county open space tax is estimated at
$606,811, putting the total estimated
amount to be raised by taxes in Scotch
Plains at $104,925,890.

The municipal debt service for 2017
is $2,073,300, with total municipal
general appropriations at $25,409,009
million.

Fanwood
Fanwood’s municipal tax levy, as

introduced, for 2017 is $6,143,966, a
2.4 percent increase over 2016. The
average assessed home of $87,759
will see a $60 increase  in municipal
taxes.

According to a tax breakdown, the
municipal library tax is $392,563; the
local school district is $19.7 million,
and the county tax is $6,164,211 (ac-
tual).

The police salaries and wages bud-
get for 2017 is $1,934,000, up from
$1,875,000 in 2016.

Solid waste management, other

expenses, is up from $90,000 in 2016
to $150,000 in 2017.

Total municipal debt service for
2017 is $1,178,740, with total mu-
nicipal general appropriations at
$10,220,153.

Mountainside
Mountainside’s municipal tax levy,

as introduced, for 2017 is $8,715,292,
a 1.96 percent increase over 2016.
The average assessed home of
$164,877 will see a $59.42 increase
in taxes this year.

According to a tax breakdown, the
municipal library tax is $592,241, the
local school district is estimated at
$16,814,584, the county tax is
$9,343,800 (actual),and the county
open space tax is estimated at
$272,603.

The police salaries and wages bud-
get for 2017 is $2,820,000, down by
$20,000 from 2016.

Total municipal debt service for
2017 is $1,119,213, with total mu-
nicipal general appropriations at
$12,673,661.

Not Included, School Tax (Add 60 to 65% more)

Not included is the
impact of state aid that

varies widely from
town to town.

To get a complete picture of property taxes, expenses must be
balanced with revenue, change in debt and assests plus unfunded
pensions and healthcare. This information should be made readily
available by government - but it is not.

See: www.timesnj.com/forum/garwood/

Thank You For
Caring

I’d like to THANK all of the great
volunteers, members of our Post 3
Legion Family (A.L. S.A.L AUXL),
our friends at the Knights of Colum-
bus, VFW, Westfield and
Mountainside Boy and Girl Scout
Troops, for a job well done in work-
ing together to place 4,548 flags on
our veterans’ graves at Fairview Cem-
etery.

You took the time to pay tribute to
friends, family members and people
you never knew, who have fought in
American wars so we could live in
freedom.

I look forward to you all volunteer-
ing your time and talent next year.

THANKS again for a job well done.
And if you would like to form a team
and join us next year please call me in
March, we can always use the help.

Katherine Wening
Juliann Wening Junio

American Legion Post 3 Westfield

See Archive to 1907
www.goleader.com
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CAMPING WITH HISTORY...Boy Scout Troop No. 73 of Westfield camped at
Allaire State Park in Wall Township the weekend of May 20 to 21. Scouts and
Adult Scouters toured the Historic Village at Allaire, enjoyed a vintage train ride,
toured the locomotive workshop of the New Jersey Museum of Transportation,
and hiked three miles on the Orange Trail. At the Allaire group campsite, Scouts
took part in troop games and an evening campfire. Anyone interested in joining
Troop No. 73 is invited to contact Scoutmaster Seamus Cunningham at
seamusandmichele@gmail.com.

TASC TEENS...These young people are members of the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey’s Teen Action Service Corps (TASC).
Open to youth in grades 9 through 12, the program combines leadership
symposiums, group volunteer experiences and social programming. This year
the teens also learned how to use leadership skills to make a philanthropic
impact on their community.

JCC Allows Teens to Learn
Impact of Philanthropy

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Jew-
ish Community Center (JCC) of
Central New Jersey’s Teen Action
Service Corps (TASC), for students
in grades 9 to 12, is an experiential
learning program that incorporates
intensive leadership symposiums,
group volunteer experiences and
social programming in a fun, year-
long adventure. Currently TASC
includes 59 teens who go to seven
different schools and come from
six towns.

This year TASC INSPIRE was
incorporated into the program.
TASC INSPIRE teaches teens how
to apply their leadership skills in
real-life situations by making a phil-
anthropic impact on their commu-
nity. In this first year of TASC IN-
SPIRE, the teens chose to fundraise
to help support new and innovative
programming at the JCC.

The teens raised funds over the
course of several weeks, with the
money raised matched by a gener-
ous donation from Stacie and Barry
Friedman, longtime JCC members.
Ms. Friedman currently serves on
the JCC Board of Directors. The
teens then heard proposals from all
the different departments within
the JCC, and based on the teens’
five core values — community,
passion, acceptance, risk and re-
sponsibility — they allocated the
funds to those JCC programs they
felt best captured those values.

The funds were divided among
four different programs. They in-
clude “Clips for Flicks,” a film
program which engages senior
adults, is intended to spark lively
conversation and, through old mov-
ies, provide a type of “reminis-
cence therapy” proven to be effec-
tive for memory stimulation for
senior adults. The Brody Family
Early Learning Center, the JCC’s
preschool, will receive money for
its outdoor classroom, which pro-
vides an open-air space for chil-
dren to learn and discover, which
is core to the JCC’s Early Child-
hood philosophy. Funds also will
go to year-round programming for
teens with special needs. The JCC
prides itself on being an inclusive

community center that already has
many special-needs programming
and accommodations in place; this
will help ensure that it can con-
tinue to provide this service. Fi-
nally, there will be funds allocated
to the celebration of Israel’s 70th
birthday coming up in May 2018.

To learn more about TASC and
how to participate in the 2017-
2018 school year, visit jccnj.org or
contact Jordyn Barry, Teen Out-
reach and Engagement director, at
jbarry@jccnj.org or (908) 889-
8800, extension no. 203.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. It is a constituent agency
of the Jewish Federation of Greater
MetroWest NJ, United Way of Greater
Union County and the Westfield United
Fund. Financial assistance is available
for membership and various programs.

Y Golf Classic-Live Auction
To Feature John Elliott

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Y will host the 13th Annual
Golf Classic and Dinner with Live
Auction on Monday, June 19, at
Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield. All proceeds will benefit
the Y’s Annual Support Campaign,
ensuring that no one who lives or
works in Westfield, Cranford,
Garwood or Mountainside and is
suffering a bona fide financial hard-
ship is turned away for the inability
to pay. In 2016, the Y provided
$410,103 in direct financial assis-
tance to 276 individuals, primarily
for child care and summer camp
services.

Participants will have the oppor-
tunity to play Echo Lake’s newly

renovated course. Play format is a
shamble. Prizes will be awarded
for both team performance and in-
dividual games of skill by both
men and women. Lunch will begin
at 11:30 a.m., with the shotgun
start at 1 p.m.

Those who do not play golf are
welcome as well and can enjoy the
remainder of the day’s activities. A
cocktail hour and hors d’oeuvres
will begin at 6 p.m., followed by a
buffet reception and a live auction
facil i tated by WCBS TV
weathercaster John Elliott.

Auction items will  include
Broadway show tickets, sporting
event tickets, foursomes at select
golf courses and many more.

Individuals who have a vacation
home or time share, access to a fine
dining establishment, sporting
event, or airline or concert tickets
are asked to consider donating them
as an auction item.

For more information on the auc-
tion or to play or sponsor, call
Bonnie Cohen at (908) 233-2700,
extension no.  240; e-mail
bcohen@westfieldynj.org or visit
westfieldynj.org/get-involved/
golf-classic-2/.

Library Teen Scene
Available to June 14
SCOTCH PLAINS — Now through

June 14, students in grades 5 to 8 are
invited to the Scotch Plains Public
Library’s Teen Scene to relax, social-
ize and have fun every Monday and
Wednesday from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

Students can complete homework
in the gallery space or head into the
meeting room for games, snacks
and maker activities with friends.
No registration is required and these
events are free.

For more information, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204; e-mail
library@scotlib.org, or stop by the
library Reference Desk. Further in-
formation about other upcoming teen
activities can be found on the website
scotlib.org/teens.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Mountainside Library Lists
Activities During June

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library, located
at 1 Constitution Plaza, has sched-
uled multiple programs for June.

Tuesday Night Movies will kick
off with Lion (2016, PG-13) on
June 6, followed by Arrival (2016,
PG-13) on June 13; Nine Innings
from Ground Zero (2004, Not
Rated) on June 20, and Best Pic-
ture Academy Award winner Moon-
light (2016, R) on June 27. Each
film will begin at 6:30 p.m.

“MakeMeChic Boutique,” the
Friends of the Mountainside Public
Library’s jewelry and accessory
sale, takes place on Friday and Sat-
urday, June 2 and 3, from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. each day, at the library. Pro-
ceeds will benefit the library.

Brown Bag Academy: The Great
Courses will continue on Mondays
in June, at 1:15 p.m., with a new
series that began May 15. Profes-
sor Ford Cochran, geologist and
program director at National Geo-
graphic Expeditions, is presenting
“Wonders of the National Parks.”
Participants are invited to bring
their lunch; coffee, tea and cookies
will be served.

“Medicare Workshop: Basics for
Boomers” will be offered on Mon-
day, June 5, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Neil Berger will answer questions
regarding this complex topic. This
two-hour seminar, explained in
easy-to-understand terms, is de-

signed for those approaching Medi-
care eligibility within the next few
years, or who are a caregiver for,
or the adult child of, someone ap-
proaching Medicare eligibility.
Participants will learn what Medi-
care covers, when to apply, penal-
ties for late enrollment and the vari-
ous options available. Mr. Berger
is not affiliated with a financial
organization, nor is he selling a
service or product.

“The American Revolution: The
New Jersey Connection” will be held
Thursday, June 8, at 7 p.m., presented
by Walter Choroszewski. From the
tea burning at Princeton to the Treaty
of Paris, Mr. Choroszewski will high-
light New Jersey’s preeminent con-
tributions to the Revolution.

The Friday Operas on Film se-
ries, sponsored by the T. Robel
Hill Foundation and presented by
Mena Clemson, will continue on
June 9 at 1 p.m. This month Roberto
Devereux by Gaetano Donizetti will
be shown. Recorded in 1975 at the
Wolf Trap Performing Arts Center
near Washington, D.C., this film
stars Beverly Sills as Elizabeth I
and John Alexander in the title role.
Julius Rudel conducts the Filene
Center Orchestra and the Wolf Trap
Company Chorus.

Additional library events for June
will be announced. To register for
library programs, visit the library
or call (908) 233-0116.

‘Touch a Truck’ Event
On Tap at Library

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library will kick off its
children’s Summer Reading Pro-
gram with a special “Touch a
Truck” event taking place on Sat-
urday, June 17, from 11 a.m. to
noon, in the library’s parking lot.

Attendees will be able to get a
close-up look at various types of
trucks, meet the people who drive
them, and sign up for the Summer
Reading Program.

Touch-a-Truck is open to the pub-
lic; however, the library’s Summer
Reading Program is limited to resi-
dents of Cranford. In the program,
children keep track of the time they
spend reading using logs supplied
by the library. Each week, they stop
by the library to report what they
have read and claim a prize.

The library also will run a series
of educational events for children
and their families throughout the
summer, including a used book sale
that begins on the same day as
Touch a Truck. To view a full cal-
endar of events,  visi t
cranfordlibrary.org. The Cranford
Public Library is located at 224
Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

Library Invites Community
For Stargazing Tonight

FANWOOD — Community mem-
bers are invited to explore the skies
this evening, Thursday, June 1, be-
ginning at 7 p.m., with the Fanwood
Memorial Library’s new telescope.
The library is located at 5 Forest
Road, Fanwood.

A member of Amateur Astrono-
mers, Inc. (AAI) will be on hand to
guide the outdoor viewing and teach
participants how to use the telescope.
The event will kick off the library’s
new Telescope Lending Program —
resident cardholders will be able to
borrow the telescope for up to a week.
A raffle will be held at tonight’s event
to see who gets to take home the
telescope first.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
also will have a telescope to lend its
resident cardholders. The Orion
Starblast Telescopes were donated to
the libraries by the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club and modified by
the AAI to make them easier to use.
The telescope power has not been
modified; according to AAI, depend-
ing on the night, users will be able to
see craters on the moon, the rings of
Saturn, and even tell the difference
between a red and blue star. The tele-
scopes come with a user manual, con-
stellation guide, moon map and
headlamp.

The AAI is a non-profit educa-

tional organization promoting public
awareness of astronomy. AAI wel-
comes visitors every Friday at the
William Miller Sperry Observatory
located on the Cranford campus of
Union County College, 1033 Spring-
field Avenue.

For more information on this pro-
gram or other library programs, visit
fanwoodlibrary.org or call (908) 322-
6400.

SEE THE STARS...Orion Starblast
Telescopes will be available to borrow
through the Fanwood and Scotch Plains
Libraries.

AARP Luncheon To
Take Place Monday

WESTFIELD AREA — Westfield
Area AARP Chapter 4137 reminds
its members that if they plan on at-
tending the chapter’s year-end lun-
cheon on Monday, June 5, to call
Chris Weiss at (908) 322-6198 for
information. The luncheon will take
place at Triestina in Cranford. Regu-
lar meetings of the chapter will re-
sume in September.

Rake and Hoe Club Cares
For Veterans’ Garden

WESTFIELD — Members of the
Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield recently tended to the
Shadowlawn Garden, which is a
Blue Star Veterans Memorial Gar-
den. Several years ago the club in-
stalled a Blue Star Memorial marker
at the garden to honor veterans. The
community is invited to visit the
garden anytime during the year.

The Blue Star symbol, displayed
on flags and banners to honor family
members serving in the military,
gained popularity during World War
II. The Blue Star Memorial program
followed in 1944, when the Garden
Club of New Jersey planted dogwood
trees as a living memorial to the war’s
veterans on a five-mile section of
Route 22 that the state’s legislature
had designated Blue Star Drive.

The next year, the National Coun-
cil of State Garden Clubs agreed to
promote the program in the rest of
the country. In 1947, a metal marker
was designed to identify Blue Star
highways across the nation, which
include the Pennsylvania Turnpike.
In 1951, the program expanded its
mission, from memorializing World
War II veterans to honoring all ser-
vice members.

Memorial and byway markers
have since been added to display

the Blue Star symbol at parks, gar-
dens and veterans’ facilities.

Club members hold several clean-
ups at Shadowlawn during the year.
In the past the club has planted
trees, flowers and bushes. This gar-
den also has a Butterfly Garden
which is maintained by the Rake
and Hoe Juniors. During the year
the club also maintains Community
Gardens at the north side of the
Westfield Train Station, Miller-Cory
House Museum and the Clare
Brownell Wildflower Garden at the
Westfield Historical Society’s
Reeve History and Cultural Re-
source Center. All these gardens are
open to the public.

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club
of Westfield has a diverse member-
ship spanning all ages, interests and
occupations and has approximately
80 members. Rake and Hoe is affili-
ated with the Garden Club of New
Jersey and the National Garden Club
Inc. For more information, call Pat
Wilson at (908) 389-9342 or check
the club’s Facebook page and its
website, rakeandhoe.org. The Rake
and Hoe Junior Garden Club, which
meets once a month, has members
between first and eighth grades. If
interested in joining, call Beth Siano
at (908) 233-4150.

SHADOWLAWN SPRUCE UP...Members of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield show the Shadowlawn Garden, a Blue Star Veterans Memorial Garden,
some love. Pictured, from left to right, are: Richard Pelikan, Adah Levin, Alice
Cowell, Faten Mahran, Barbara Spellmeyer, Joan Barna and Pat Wilson.

Old Guard to Learn About
Comets and Asteroids

Nolan Asch

SUMMIT AREA — Nolan Asch,
futurist, historian and Old Guard
member, will speak to the Summit
Area Old Guard at its Monday, June
5 meeting. Mr. Asch will
discuss “Saving the Hu-
man Race from Comets
and Asteroids – Revis-
ited.”

NASA tracks all Near-
Earth Objects (NEOs)
140 meters (about 460
feet) or larger — which
have the potential to dev-
astate human and other
living populations — that
come within five million
miles of the Earth. There
are somewhere between
25,000 and 26,000 aster-
oids in that category.

Asteroids smaller than that are still
dangerous; they could do significant
damage, such as if they hit a city.
Scientists at NASA say that such large
asteroids have no significant chance
of hitting Earth within the next hun-
dred years. Yet, it has considered pro-

posals as to how such asteroids might
be deflected while still in space. There
also are other credible opinions as to
how a more immediate collision might

occur.
Mr. Asch will amplify his

2013 presentation to elabo-
rate on new discoveries and
theories on the likelihood
of a collision with an NEO,
and expectations for the sur-
vival of humans and other
living species.

All active men age 50-
plus are invited to attend
the Tuesday morning meet-
ings of the Summit Area
Old Guard. Meetings are
held at the New Providence
Municipal Center, located
at 360 Elkwood Avenue,

New Providence. A coffee hour starts
at 9:15 a.m., followed by a 10 a.m.
business meeting. Guest speakers be-
gin their talk at 10:30 a.m.

For more information, call Jim
Hewitt at (908) 233-5507 or log onto
the website summitoldguard.org.

Seniors to Gain Tips On
Cooking Smaller Meals

WESTFIELD — An informational
program on “Cooking Better for One
or Two,” for senior citizens and their
families, will take place on Tuesday,
June 13, at 11:30 a.m. It will be held
at The Senior Resource Center at The
Lavy House, located at 748 East Broad
Street, Westfield.

Kathleen Makiewicz, director of
the Union County Senior Nutrition
Program, will be the presenter. A light
lunch will be served, with dietary
laws observed.

Cooking for oneself, or one other
person, can feel like a challenge after
years of cooking for a family. Making
appetizing and nutritious meals can
become a struggle. In this presenta-
tion, participants will learn how to

make easy and healthy meals for one
or two people.

The Senior Resource Center at The
Lavy House is a joint venture be-
tween the Westfield United Fund and
Temple Emanu-El of Westfield.
Through a grant from the Jewish Com-
munity Foundation of Greater
MetroWest NJ, Jewish Family Ser-
vice of Central New Jersey provides
programming and the services of Li-
censed Clinical Social Worker Naomi
Kreutzer each Tuesday. Programs are
free of charge and open to the entire
community.

Registration is recommended if
planning to attend. To register, e-mail
info@jfscentralnj.com or call (908)
352-8375.

Life-guarding Course Is Set
In Cranford This Month

CRANFORD — A life-guarding
course is being offered at the Cranford
Pool and Fitness Center during the
month of June. Participants must be
at least 16 years old before the last
scheduled class session and be able to
pass a prerequisite skills evaluation.
The fee is $250 for members of the
Cranford Pool and Fitness Center and
$300 for non-members.

The prerequisite skills evalua-
tion includes the following:

Swim 100 yards continuously with
head up (including 50 yards with a
rescue tube).

Swim 200 yards continuously of
breaststroke and freestyle. Swim
goggles may be used.

Tread water for two minutes us-
ing only the legs. Individuals should
place hands under their armpits.

Complete a timed event within
one minute, 40 seconds. Swim
goggles are not allowed.

Starting in the water, swim 20
yards. The swimmer’s face may be
in or out of the water.

Surface dive, feet-first or head-
first, to a depth of seven to 10 feet
to retrieve a 10-pound object.

Return to the surface and swim 20
yards on one’s back to return to the
starting point with both hands hold-
ing the object while keeping one’s
face at or near the surface to be able
to get a breath. Participants should
not swim the distance under water.
Exit the water without using a ladder
or steps.

Class dates are as follows: June 5,
6, 7, 12, 13, 14, 19, 20 and 22. Class
times are 3:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Participants are asked to bring a
swimsuit and towel for the skills
evaluation and for every class.

For additional information or to
sign up, call the Cranford Pool and
Fitness Center at (908) 709-7260.

TEMPLE CELEBRATION...Temple Sha’arey Shalom of Springfield, the con-
gregation of which includes residents of Westfield, Cranford and surrounding
towns, concluded the yearlong celebration of its 60th anniversary with a gala
dinner dance on May 13. More than one hundred people enjoyed hors d’oeuvres,
wine, dinner and dancing to the music of Tree-Oh. Naomi Yablonsky and Goldye
Grossman wrote a skit for the occasion featuring music by Cantor Amy Daniels.
Howard Kiesel, who was the temple’s president more than 50 years ago,
presented the early history of the temple, including a visit by Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. The temple's rabbi at the time, Israel (Sy) Dresner, had worked closely
with Dr. King and arranged for him to speak at the temple. A journal and temple
history also were produced for the evening.
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HAPPY 100TH, LILLIAN...Lillian Olsh, a resident of The Chelsea at Fanwood
since 2015, celebrated her 100th birthday with a party May 19. Originally from
Colonia, she worked for AT&T for more than 35 years. Her family includes more
than 35 nieces, grandnieces and grandnephews. Pictured with her, from left to right,
are her grandnieces, Caitlin Madden and Alyssa Curry; niece, Susan Wilson;
Susan’s husband, Bob Wilson; grandnephew, Chris Curry, and niece, Mary Jean
Madden of Scotch Plains, a preschool teacher at Brunner Elementary School.

Send Birthday Cards
To Mary Lou Hawkins

The family of Mary Lou
(Ellsworth) Hawkins is requesting
a card shower in honor of her 90th
birthday on Wednesday, June 7.

She was born in Gary, Indiana, in
1927. Mary Lou lived in Westfield
from 1959 to 1986. She was an
avid volunteer and very active in
the community, from being a Girl
Scout Leader and active member
of the First United Methodist
Church to participating both on and
off stage in productions at Com-
munity Players, just to name a few.

Please send cards of congratula-
tions to her at: 1800 Riverside Drive,
Apt. 2206, Columbus, Ohio 43212.

Ms. Rajoppi to Discuss Book
On Women Post-Civil War

WESTFIELD — As part of the
Westfield Historical Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon series,
Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi will speak on “Northern
Women in the Aftermath of the
Civil War” on June 7 at noon at
Echo Lake Country Club.

Ms. Rajoppi’s book of the same
title, published by American His-
tory Press, is a sequel to her book
“New Brunswick and the Civil War:
The Brunswick Boys and the Great
Rebellion.” Her latest book fol-
lows the women of the Hamilton
family — the wives and daughters
of the Brunswick Boys — chroni-
cling their challenges and struggles
for survival.

Ms. Rajoppi has been the Union
County Clerk since 1995. A lover
of history, especially New Jersey
history, she has chaired many his-
torical programs over the years in-
cluding the Union County Civil
War Sesquicentennial Committee
Exhibit and the Union County
Courthouse Centennial Committee.

The Cleaners are Back – Westwood Cleaners
Since the terrible 2014 Labor Day

fire, Suho and Sunny, the owners of
Westwood Cleaners, have gone
through tough times. Finally, they have
made a comeback! Westwood Clean-
ers has recently been reopened at the
same location – 1004 South Avenue
West, Westfield. Suho said, “We were
longing for coming back to our busi-
ness. Now we are here and thrilled to
see our customers again.” According
to Suho, the newly opened store is
roomier, contemporary and uses an
eco-friendly organic cleaning method.
On-site tailoring is available by Sunny,

Genealogical Society Guest
To Discuss Newark Library

WESTFIELD — The Genealogi-
cal Society of the West Fields in-
vites members of the public to join
the Newark Public Library’s Tho-
mas Ankner next Thursday, June 8,
for a talk about the library’s exten-
sive collection of genealogy and
local history materials. The meet-
ing will be held at 1 p.m. at the
Westfield Memorial Library, lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street.

The Newark Public Library, New
Jersey’s largest public library, has
been collecting materials related
to New Jersey since the early 20th
century. While the collection fo-
cuses on Newark and Essex County,
there are materials available from
across the state.

Included are: Historic and cur-
rent newspapers; city directories
and phone books; photos; clippings
files; historic maps; archives and

manuscripts; state and local docu-
ments, and other genealogical
records.

Mr. Ankner will include infor-
mation about the Newark Public
Library’s new digital collections
available through the library
website.

A reference librarian in the Charles
F. Cummings New Jersey Informa-
tion Center at the Newark Public
Library, Mr. Ankner also is vice-
president of the History and Preser-
vation section of the New Jersey
Library Association. He addition-
ally is a professional genealogist.

He is a past vice-president of the
New Jersey chapter of the Associa-
tion of Professional Genealogists,
and a past trustee of the Genealogi-
cal Society of New Jersey.

Light refreshments will be served
after the program.

Concert to Celebrate
FBC Sesquicentennial
WESTFIELD — The First Baptist

Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, will culminate its Jubilee
celebration of 150 years of existence
this Sunday, June 4, at 4 p.m., with a
Jubilee Concert.

First Baptist is recognizing 150
years of worship and service in the
community and has celebrated this
milestone in many meaningful ways,
particularly with the commission of a
brand-new piece of music.

Michael Rosin, music director at
the church, composed this new piece
for chorus and organ. The concert will
feature choral music from all eras,
sacred chamber music, instrumental
offerings and the premiere of Mr.
Rosin’s First Baptist Church sesqui-
centennial piece, “Church Covenant.”

The public is invited to attend the
concert and to stay for a special re-
ception afterwards.

She also is a recipient of the
Westfield Historical Society’s
Trustees Award. Ms. Rajoppi serves
as vice-president and trustee of the
Union County Historical Society.

Those wishing to attend the lun-
cheon may make a reservation by
calling Mary at (908) 233-2930 by
noon on Monday, June 5. The lun-
cheon fee is $30 for Westfield His-
torical Society members and $35
for non-members and includes a
three-course meal, coffee/tea and
gratuity. The luncheon fee may be
paid at the door. Westfield Histori-
cal Society memberships also will
be available at the luncheon.

The Echo Lake Country Club is
located at 515 Springfield Avenue,
Westfield. For Echo Lake Country
Club dress code information, visit
echolakecc.org. Those interested in
more information on Westfield His-
torical Society events are invited to
visit the Historical Society’s website,
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org, and
also to like the organization on
Facebook.

Rabbi George Nudell and Dr. Liba Casson Nudell

Congregation Fêtes Nudells
At Retirement Celebration

SCOTCH PLAINS — Congre-
gation Beth Israel recently hon-
ored Rabbi George Nudell on his
retirement as spiritual leader of the
Scotch Plains synagogue for 35
years. Rabbi Nudell and his wife,
Dr. Liba Casson Nudell, were rec-
ognized during the synagogue’s
Friday evening Shabbat service on
May 12 and at a dinner celebration
May 13. The synagogue was filled
to capacity both evenings.

Presentations both nights in-
cluded remarks by current and past
synagogue presidents, plus vari-
ous musical tributes. Rabbi Nudell
was even challenged to play a
“Jeopardy” quiz game about the 19
synagogue presidents he served
with during his tenure. The gala
dessert reception Friday evening
and the dinner Saturday were both
catered by Deli King of Clark.

In gratitude for his service to the
community, Rabbi Nudell received
a Joint Resolution of the New Jer-
sey Senate and General Assembly,
and proclamations from the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and from the mayors and gov-
erning bodies of both Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.

Rabbi Nudell became the rabbi of
Congregation Beth Israel in 1982.
He is a graduate of the College of
Education of the University of Min-
nesota and received a Master’s De-
gree in Rabbinics and rabbinic or-
dination from the Jewish Theologi-
cal Seminary of America in 1982.
He was awarded an honorary doc-
torate from the Seminary in 2007,
in gratitude for his years of reli-
gious leadership in Conservative
Judaism and devotion to the Jewish
people. In 2009 he received the
Keter Torah Rabbinical Leadership
Award, the most prestigious rab-
binical award from the New Jersey
Region of United Synagogue of
Conservative Judaism.

A member of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Ministerial Association
for 35 years, Rabbi Nudell served
as treasurer and president of the

group, helping organize its annual
CROP Hunger Walk as well as in-
terfaith services for Thanksgiving
and Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Re-
membrance Day).

Dr. Casson Nudell also played an
integral role in synagogue life for 35
years. She was a member of Congre-
gation Beth Israel’s Sisterhood and of
the Women’s League for Conservative
Judaism throughout her tenure. She
also led one of the Sisterhood’s most
popular programs, “Ask the
Rebbetzin.” At this year’s annual Sis-
terhood Shabbat service in January,
she was presented with the Ayshet
Chayil (woman of valor) award for her
years of dedication and service to
Congregation Beth Israel’s Sisterhood.

She received her doctorate in
Physical Chemistry from Columbia
University and had a long career in
the field. Her most recent position
was senior applications scientist at
Horiba Jobin Yvon in Edison. She
and Rabbi Nudell have three adult
children, Elazar, Yoav and Talia.

“We have been so fortunate that
Rabbi Nudell has been our spiritual
leader and teacher for 35 years,”
said Steve Wiener, president of Con-
gregation Beth Israel. “It is rare for
a rabbi to spend his entire career at
one synagogue, but it shows how
much our synagogue valued him.”

After residing in Scotch Plains
for 35 years, the couple will retire
in July to Minnesota.

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Parkinson’s Support Group
Schedules June 12 Meeting

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Parkinson Support Group will meet
on Monday, June 12, from 1:30 to 3
p.m., in the Parish House Lounge of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield. Internationally-recognized
genetic researcher Alice Lazzarini,
Ph.D., will be the guest speaker.

Ms. Lazzarini was part of the
Rutgers team that discovered the
first gene mutation causing
Parkinson’s disease, PARK

1,
 located

in the alpha-synuclein gene, more
than 20 years ago. About 12 years
ago, she herself was diagnosed with
Parkinson’s. Her recent book, “Both
Sides Now: a Journey from Re-
searcher to Patient,” describes her
professional and personal journey
with this disease. She has spoken at
many Parkinson’s events, including
the fourth World Parkinson’s Con-
gress in Portland, Ore., last Sep-
tember. Ms. Lazzarini was just re-
cently inducted into the Rutgers Hall
of Distinguished Alumni.

The support group meets on the
second Monday of each month, ex-

cept July and August. All people
with Parkinson’s and/or their
caregivers are welcome to attend.
There is no charge and registration is
not necessary. Light refreshments
will be served. For more informa-
tion, call Christine Treger at (908)
233-0301, extension no. 2.

Blood Drives to Be
Held at Area Sites

AREA — New Jersey Blood Ser-
vices will host community blood
drives at multiple area locations. The
schedule is as follows:

Friday, June 2, 9:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m., at Jonathan Dayton High School,
East Gym, 139 Mountain Avenue,
Springfield.

Saturday, June 3, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
at the Boys and Girls Club of Union
County, 1050 Jeanette Avenue, Union.

Monday, June 5, 12:30 to 6:30 p.m.,
at the Linden Public Library, 31 East
Henry Street, Linden.

Thursday, June 8, 7:45 a.m. to 1:45
p.m., at Cranford High School, 201
West End Place, Cranford.

For an appointment for any of these
dates, call 1-(800) 933-BLOOD.
Walk-ins also will be welcome.

Suho’s wife. To celebrate the reopen-
ing of their store, they are offering a
30-percent discount on dry cleaning
and $1.50 for men’s dress shirts. For
more information, call (908) 232-
1956, Westwood Cleaners,
www.westwoodcleaners.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

WELCOME BACK...Westwood Cleaners has reopened after a 2014 Labor Day
fire forced it to close for more than two years.

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation
Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

ANGELO QUERQUES

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks

Steps
Culture Stone

Water Proofing

Phone: 973-672-7599

Cell: 973-222-7335

Peter DiNizo
Mason & Contractor

*All Mason Work
*Waterproof Basement
*Professional Electrical

Work with Lic.

Fanwood, NJ
Office: 908-889-5771
Cell: 908-456-1258

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

PATIOS - DRIVEWAYS

WALKWAYS

RETAINING SYSTEMS

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS

CUSTOM PLANTINGS

OUTDOOR KITCHENS

LAWN RENOVATIONS

908-757-4550

Guaranteed Work       Westfield, NJ      Over 33 yrs. Exp.

NURSERY/LANDSCAPE

FOUR SEASONS

ED DELLA FERA

     SHUTTERS  *  SHADES  *  BLINDS  *  WOVEN  WOODS 

     * * *  DRAPERY  INSTALLATIONS  * * * 

Serving Westfield for over 30 years 

Phone:  732 503-3316 

Email: Edellafera@Gmail.com 

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

LEADER/TIMES

CLASSIFIED ADS PAY
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
June 12, 2017, in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeals
for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance relief from
requirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.

Joseph & Migdalia Marotte, 7 Mohawk
Trail. Applicants are seeking approval to
construct a new, two-story house, keep the
existing foundation, and add an addition at
the back of the existing house contrary to
Sections 11.08E6, 11.08E7, 12.04E,
12.04F1, 12.04F3, and 11.08E13 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires
a minimum side yard setback of 10 feet.
Proposed is 7.9 feet. Ordinance requires a
minimum rear yard setback of 35 feet.
Proposed is 26.75 feet. Ordinance allows
a maximum floor area ratio of 37%. Pro-
posed is 38.2%. Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum building coverage of 20%. Proposed
is 25.4%. Ordinance allows a maximum
building coverage with a porch of 24%.
Proposed is 26%. Ordinance allows a
maximum continuous wall length of 25
feet. Proposed is 28.3 feet.

Roopa & Subhash Makhija, 910 Dun-
ham Avenue. Applicants are seeking ap-
proval to construct a first & second floor
addition with the addition of a front porch
contrary to Sections 11.06E5, 11.06E7,
and 12.04E of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum front yard
setback of 30.5 feet. Proposed is 24.75
feet. Ordinance requires a minimum rear
yard setback of 35 feet. Proposed is 26.55
feet. Ordinance allows a maximum floor
area ratio of 25%. Proposed is 27.9%.

Michael & Soon Benham, 329 Kimball
Avenue. Applicants are seeking approval
to construct a one-story addition contrary
to Section 11.08E6 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a minimum side
yard setback of 10 feet. Proposed is 6.5
feet.

Diane Spess Nigam, 837 Ramapo
Way. Applicant is seeking approval for a
pool enclosure contrary to Section 13.02D5
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a 6 foot high, solid fence enclo-
sure. Proposed is a 4 foot high, open-style
fence, along the pool perimeter.

Westfield Crossing, LLC., 314 Myrtle
& 321 Grove Street. Applicant is seeking
amended preliminary and final major site
plan approval with variance relief from
Sections 11.19E1, 11.19E6b, 11.19E4,
11.19E9, and 17.03B2 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum
tract area of 2 acres. Proposed is 1.55
acres. Ordinance requires a minimum dis-
tance of 60 feet between buildings (rear-
to-rear). Proposed is18.26 feet. Ordinance
requires a maximum density of eight (8)
dwelling units for each acre of lot or tract
area. Proposed is 10.3 units/acre (previ-
ously approved). Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum of six (6) townhouse units per build-
ing. Proposed are seven (7) units (previ-
ously approved). Ordinance requires park-
ing areas to be located in the rear yard
only. Proposed are two (2) parking spaces
in the street side yard.

Bruno Tedeschi, 738 Mountain Av-
enue. Applicant is seeking approval to
park in the front yard contrary to Section
17.03B1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance prohibits parking in the front yard.
Proposed is front yard parking.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 6/1/17, The Leader Fee: $81.09

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on Mon-
day, June 12, 2017 at 7:30 PM in the Town
of Westfield Municipal Building, Council
Chambers, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, a PUBLIC HEAR-
ING will be held by the Zoning Board of
Adjustment of the Town of Westfield for
amended Preliminary and Final Site Plan
and Variance approvals (Section 11.19E1:
minimum tract area – 2 acres required,
1.55 (67,469 square feet) provided; Sec-
tion 11.19E6b: minimum distance between
buildings – 60 feet required, 18.26 feet
proposed; Section 11.19E4: density, 8 units
per acre maximum, 10.3 units per acre
proposed; Section 11.19E9: townhouse
units per building – 6 units maximum, 7
units proposed; Section 17.03B2: location
of parking areas – rear yard only, 2 parking
spaces proposed in street side yard) and
for such other variances, relief and/or waiv-
ers that may be required upon an analysis
of the plans and testimony at the PUBLIC
HEARING on the Application submitted by
the Applicant/Owner, Westfield Crossing,
LLC, for the properties located at 314 Myrtle
Avenue & 321 Grove Street East, Block
4006, Lots 2 & 3 on the Tax Map of the
Town of Westfield. The properties are lo-
cated in the RA-5B Zone. The Applicant is
proposing amendments to a 2013 approval
to construct 16 townhouse units consisting
of 13 market-rate units and 3 affordable
housing units along with related site im-
provements for the residential develop-
ment.

When the case is called you may appear
either in person or by agent or attorney and
present any objections which you may
have to the granting of this Application.  A
copy of the Application and plans are on
file and available for PUBLIC INSPEC-
TION in the office of the Administrative
Secretary of the Zoning Board, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey, dur-
ing that office’s normal business hours.

HEHL & HEHL, P.C.
Attorneys for the Applicant

1 T - 6/1/17, The Leader Fee: $43.86

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on Mon-
day, June 12, 2017 at 7:30 PM in the Town
of Westfield Municipal Building, Council
Chambers, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, a PUBLIC HEAR-
ING will be held by the Zoning Board of
Adjustment of the Town of Westfield for
variance approvals (Section 12.07K: loca-
tion of open style fencing – permitted be-
tween principal residence and pool, pro-
posed along perimeter of pool area; Sec-
tion 13.02D5: solid, pool enclosure fence,
minimum six feet in height required, open
wrought-iron style fence, four feet in height
proposed) and for such other variances,
relief and/or waivers that may be required
upon an analysis of the plans and testi-
mony at the PUBLIC HEARING on the
Application submitted by the Applicant,
Diane Spess Nigam, for the property lo-
cated at 837 Ramapo Way, Block 605, Lot
5 on the Tax Map of the Town of Westfield.
The property is owned by Abbey Road
Property Trust and located in the RS-24
Zone. The Applicant is proposing to install
a four foot high, wrought-iron, open fence
pool enclosure on the property.

When the case is called you may appear
either in person or by agent or attorney and
present any objections which you may
have to the granting of this Application. A
copy of the Application and plans are on
file and available for PUBLIC INSPEC-
TION in the office of the Administrative
Secretary of the Zoning Board, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey, dur-
ing that office’s normal business hours.

HEHL & HEHL, P.C.
Attorneys for the Applicant

1 T - 6/1/17, The Leader Fee: $37.23

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-06

ORDINANCE OF THE BOR-
OUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY ADOPTING THE
SOUTH AVENUE – TRANSIT
ORIENTED REDEVELOP-
MENT PLAN, PURSUANT TO
THE LOCAL REDEVELOP-
MENT AND HOUSING LAW,
N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 ET SEQ.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
17-06, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, MAY 23, 2017.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 6/1/17, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

NEW JERSEY
PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on May 24, 2017 the
Garwood Planning Board memorialized
the following resolution of their April 17,
2017 decision:

Case #PB17-4, 550 4th Avenue, Block
101 Lot 2, R/A Zone.

Applicant: David & Rose Conceicao.
Granting a Certificate of Non-conformity

for a two-family house.
The resolution is on file and available for

inspection in the office of the Planning
Board located in the Municipal Building
located at 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey.

Adele C. Lewis
Board Secretary

1 T - 6/1/17, The Leader Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on June
12, 2017, at 7:30 pm., Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, First Floor Council
Chambers to hear the application of Victor
Beqaj, for Minor Subdivision approval for
property located at 660 Emil Place, Block
6102, Lot 11, R-3 Zone, to subdivide the
existing Lot 11 into 3 lots and build a new
single family dwelling on each lot. The
application is seeking variances from the
following Zoning Ordinances:

Section 23-3.4A, Para. G, R-3 Zone,
Schedule of Lot, Yard and Building
Regulations, Single Family Dwelling:

Proposed Lot 11.01
Column 3 Lot Area (square feet), Re-

quired: 6,000 square feet. Proposed: 5,798
square feet by plan.

Column 6 Lot Width (feet), Required: 60
feet. Proposed: 57.69 feet by plan.

Proposed Lot 11.02
Column 3 Lot Area (square feet), Re-

quired: 6,000 square feet. Proposed: 5,858
square feet by plan.

Column 6 Lot Width (feet), Required: 60
feet. Proposed: 57.69 feet by plan.

Proposed Lot 11.01
Column 6 Lot Width (feet), Required: 60

feet. Proposed: 57.69 feet by plan.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all other variances deemed to be neces-
sary at the time of the hearing, including
any other waivers, exceptions, interpreta-
tions and other relief necessary to allow
Applicant’s proposed use of the property.

The application, plans and related pa-
pers are on file in the Office of the Planning
Board and are available for inspection
during regular office hours (Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.)

All interested persons may be present
and be heard at said hearing in accor-
dance with the rules of the Planning Board.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 6/1/17, The Times Fee: $42.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on Mon-
day, June 12, 2017 at 7:30 PM in the
Council Chambers, first floor, Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, a Public Hearing will be held
by the Planning Board of the Township of
Scotch Plains for minor subdivision and
variance approvals (Section 23-3.4A: lot
area – 6,000 square feet minimum, 5,798
square feet proposed Lot 11.01, 5,858
square feet proposed Lot 11.02; Section
23-3.4A: lot width – 60 feet minimum, 57.69
feet proposed Lots 11.01 & 11.02, 58.9
feet proposed Lot 11.03; RSIS exception:
road cartway width – 28 feet required, 20
feet proposed) and for such other vari-
ances, waivers or relief that may be re-
quired upon an analysis of the plans and
testimony at the PUBLIC HEARING on the
Application submitted by the Applicant/
Owner, Victor Beqaj, for the property lo-
cated at 660 Emil Place, Block 6102, Lot
11 on the Tax Map of the Township of
Scotch Plains. The property is located in
the R-3 Zone and the Applicant is propos-
ing to demolish the existing structure, sub-
divide the property into 3 new lots and
construct a new single-family home on
each lot.  A new roadway is proposed to
service the new homes.

When the case is called you may appear
either in person or by agent or attorney and
present any objections which you may
have to the granting of this Application. A
copy of the Application and plans are on
file and available for PUBLIC INSPEC-
TION at the Planning Board Office located
in the Municipal Building, 430 Park Av-
enue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076,
during that Office’s normal business hours.

Hehl & Hehl, P.C.
Attorneys for the Applicant

1 T - 6/1/17, The Times Fee: $39.27

– Obituaries –

IN TRIBUTE...At Fairview Cemetery it has become a tradition for members of
American Legion Post 3, the VFW and Knights of Columbus, along with members
of the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, to honor our fallen heroes by placing a flag on
the grave of a veteran. In keeping with this Memorial Day tradition, thousands of
flags can be observed throughout the cemetery, an honor to the men and women
who have made the ultimate sacrifice while serving in the United States military.
The flags will remain in place through July Fourth. The public is invited to visit
Fairview Cemetery, located at 1100 East Broad Street, Westfield, from dawn until
dusk, and to pay tribute to those who remind us that freedom is never free.

Dorothy Hope Schweitzer, 97,
Lived A Long and Happy Life

Dorothy Schweitzer

Dorothy Schweitzer passed away
in her home on Monday, May 22,
2017, at the age of 97 years. Born
in Rahway on Decem-
ber 30, 1919 to Elsie
Camburn Hope and Ole
Mikal Hope, Dorothy
lived in Scotch Plains
for 66 years. While
working as an execu-
tive secretary at Merck
& Co., she met and mar-
ried Albert Schweitzer.

Dorothy was a mem-
ber of the Eastern Star
and the Scotch Plains
Garden Club. One of
Dorothy’s talents was
playing the piano and she often
entertained her family and friends
with her playing well into her 90s.

Predeceasing Dorothy were her
parents, Elsie and Ole; her sister,
Bernice, and her beloved husband,
Albert. Surviving family members

include her daughter, Hope Swarts;
daughter, Doral Cooper, and son-
in-law, Roger Cooper; and grand-

children,  Matthew
Swarts, Erik Swarts and
his wife,  Kimberly
Swarts, Blake Cooper
and his wife, Lindsay
Cooper, and Bergen
Cooper. Dorothy also
was fortunate to have
great-grandchildren,
Jonah, Dylan, Mary
Hope and Liam Swarts.

The Pettit-Davis Fu-
neral Home in Rahway
made the funeral ar-
rangements. A private

service honoring Dorothy’s life was
held on Tuesday, May 30, 2017, at
the Vanderhoven Memorial Chapel
in Colonia. Interment was at the
Hazel Wood Cemetery.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 5/25/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-441
amending (Resolution No. 2016-965)
AWARDED TO: New Hope Integrated

Behavioral Health Care
SERVICES: to provide high priority treat-

ment services/programs to serve medi-
cally indigent persons need of alcohol/
drug abuse services and reside in Union
County

PERIOD:  January 1, 2017 – December
31, 2017

COSTS: in the amount of $94,560.00
and Turning Point in the amount of
$55,440.00 for a total increase not to ex-
ceed $150,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 6/1/17, The Leader Fee: $27.03

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 5/25/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017–443
amending (Resolution No. 2016-260)
AWARDED TO: Plainfield YMCA and

Union County College
SERVICES: for the provision of compre-

hensive year-round youth programs for
out-of-school youth (ages 16-24)

PERIOD: May 31, 2017-June 30, 2017
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 6/1/17, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 5/25/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-431
AWARDED TO: Plinton Curry Funeral

Home, Inc., Westfield, New Jersey, and
Lehrer-Gibilisco Funeral Home,
Rahway, New Jersey

SERVICES: for the purpose of providing
Livery Services

PERIOD: through December 31, 2017
C0STS: in the total amount not to ex-

ceed$150,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 6/1/17, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 5/25/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-446
AWARDED TO: Princeton Insurance

Company, Princeton, New Jersey
SERVICES: for a Medical Malpractice

insurance policy for Cornerstone staff
PERIOD:  July1, 2017 - June 30, 2018
COSTS: in the amount of $13,642.68
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 6/1/17, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 5/25/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017–444
amending (Resolution No. 2016-863)
AWARDED TO: Sexual Assault Nurse

Examiners
SERVICES: to serve as Independent

Contractors as part of the Union County
Sexual Assault Response Team

PERIOD: May 1, 2017-September 30,
2017

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 6/1/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 5/25/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-442
amending (Resolution No. 2017-268)
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICES: to provide services to Union

County residents 60 years of age or older
and/or their caregivers

PERIOD:  January 1, 2017 – December
31, 2017

COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$1,352,284.00 for a new grand total not to
exceed $4,305,158.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 6/1/17, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 5/25/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-449
AWARDED TO: Liberty Mutual Surety
SERVICES: for a Blanket Surety Bond

for Public Officials
PERIOD:  July12, 2017 – June30, 2018
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$2,755.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 6/1/17, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 5/25/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-447
AWARDED TO: Axis Insurance Com-

pany, Chicago, Illinois
SERVICES: for Accident and Health In-

surance for Watchung Stables
PERIOD:  July1, 2017 - June 30, 2018
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$9,500.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 6/1/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

Jacqueline ‘Ginger’ Crosby, 85, Was
Former Longtime Westfield Resident
Jacqueline “Ginger” H. Crosby, 85,

of Whiting, Manchester Township,
N.J., passed away Tuesday, May 30,
2017, at Crestwood Manor Health
Care in Manchester Township.

A longtime resident of Westfield,
N.J., she lived in Ocean Beach II be-
fore moving to Whiting 12 years ago.

Ginger was a secretary of the Town-
ship of Westfield for several years.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Donald “Click” Crosby, in 2010.

Surviving are his four children,
Geoffrey Crosby and his spouse,
Wanda, of Westfield, N.J., D. Gary
Crosby of West Reading, Pa., Michael

Crosby and his spouse, Casey, of Palm
Springs, Calif., and Suzie Crosby of
Elizabeth, N.J.; a brother, Richard
Hogan; six grandchildren and 10
great-grandchildren.

A committal service will be offered
on Monday, June 5, 2017, at 11 a.m., at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield, N.J.

Timothy E. Ryan Home for Funer-
als, 145 St. Catherine Boulevard,
Toms River, is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Condolences may be sent to the
family by visiting
www.ryanfuneralhome.com.

June 1, 2017

Steve Davoren, 47, UCC Professor;
Lifelong Resident of Westfield

Steve Davoren passed away of
natural causes at the age of 47.

A lifelong resident of Westfield,
Steve graduated from Westfield
High School in 1987, earned a
bachelor’s degree in marketing
and master’s degree in psychol-
ogy from Seton Hall University,
and received a Doctorate in Health
Psychology from Clayton College
of Natural Health.

During his career, he worked as a
Market Research Manager, a Sui-
cide Prevention Counselor, a Pro-

fessor of Psychology at Union
County College and, most recently,
as full-time caregiver to his parents.

Steve loved music, movies, cook-
ing, gardening, and sports.

He is survived by his parents,
Michael and Helen, of Westfield,
and his brother, Doug, of New
York City.

Arrangements were by Gray Fu-
neral Home of Westfield.

June 1, 2017

Caregivers to Meet
Monday Evening

WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or
chronically ill loved ones meets on
the first non-holiday Monday of
each month, at 7:30 p.m., in the
parish center of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church on Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield.

The group’s next meeting will be
held on June 5. These are informa-
tion and sharing sessions. For more
information, call Marilyn Ryan at
(908) 232-1214.

Josephine Breen, 89, Was Active In
Church, Enjoyed Music and Travel

Josephine Breen

Josephine Breen (née Falkowski)
of Lower Makefield Township, Pa.,
died on Friday, May 26, 2017, at
Sunrise of Lower
Makefield. She was 89.

Born in Carteret, N.J.,
she graduated from Perth
Amboy (N.J.) High
School. She lived in
many parts of the coun-
try, including Alhambra,
Calif., Seattle, Wash.,
Framingham, Mass., and
several communities in
New Jersey, including
Iselin, Elizabeth,
Westfield and Lake-
wood. She moved to
Pennsylvania in 2009,
first residing at Ann’s Choice in
Warminster. She has resided in Lower
Makefield for the past two years.

As a young woman, Mrs. Breen
worked as a legal secretary until start-
ing a family. Throughout her life she
was a committed caregiver to a num-
ber of her relatives. She enjoyed trav-
eling and music, and was always ac-
tive in her church communities and at
the Four Seasons in Lakewood.

She was married to the late Edward

L. Breen, Jr. for 57 years. She is
survived by her son and daughter-in-
law, Dr. David E. Breen and Rever-

end Cynthia E. Skripak
of Yardley, Pa.; her
daughter and son-in-law,
Nancy and Joe Hagle of
Aubrey, Tex.; four
grandchildren, Robert,
Patrick, Stefan and
Ryan; two great-grand-
sons, Grayson and
Aiden, and her sister-in-
law, Elizabeth Ellis of
Canton, Miss.

A Funeral Mass will
be celebrated at 10:30
a.m. today, Thursday,
June 1, at St. Ignatius

Church in Yardley, Pa.
Burial will be at Brigadier General

William C. Doyle Memorial Cemetery
in Arneytown, N.J. Friends and family
may call from 6 to 8 p.m. Wednesday,
May 31, at the FitzGerald-Sommer
Funeral Home, 17 S. Delaware Av-
enue (River Road),Yardley, Pa.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Alzheimer’s Association
(alz.org).

June 1, 2017

Museum Passes Available
To Visit Botanic Garden

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library recently added the
Brooklyn Botanic Garden to its mu-
seum pass program. The Fodor’s
Travel online site describes the
Brooklyn Botanic Garden as “a gem
even among New York’s superla-
tive botanical sites, this verdant
52-acre oasis charms with its array
of ‘gardens within the garden’ —
an idyllic Japanese Hill-and-Pond
garden, a nearly century-old rose
garden, and a Shakespeare garden.”

The library also lends passes to
the Frick Collection, Grounds for
Sculpture, the Guggenheim Mu-
seum, the International Center of
Photography Museum, the Intrepid
Sea, Air & Space Museum, Liberty
Hall Museum at Kean University,
the Montclair Art Museum, the

Morris Museum, the Museum of
the City of New York, the Museum
of the Moving Image, Newark Mu-
seum and the Stickley Museum.

Purchased for the library by the
Friends of the Cranford Public Li-
brary, the passes can be borrowed
by adult Cranford Public Library
card holders and adult members of
the Friends of the Cranford Public
Library with MURAL borrowing
privileges. Passes circulate for two
days and are available on a first-
come, first-served basis. They can-
not be reserved or renewed.

To see if a pass is available, visit
the Cranford Public Library page
at cranfordlibrary.org and search
the library catalog by museum
name. For more information about
the library pass program, visit the
Library page and click on the Mu-
seum Passes tab. Also, if individu-
als present their valid Cranford
Public Library card at Liberty Sci-
ence Center, they will be entitled
to a $3 discount off the price of
admission.

‘Cooking With Herbs’ to Be
Museum’s Season Finale

WESTFIELD — Aromatic, tasty
and healing – herbs were of the ut-
most importance to the colonial
household. They were prized as
medicines, dyes, pesticides, air fresh-
eners, and for numerous other pur-
poses as well.

This Sunday, June 4, from 2 to 4
p.m., the Miller-Cory House Mu-
seum will focus on the culinary use
of herbs in early America. Members
of the Cooking Committee will in-
clude herbs common to the 18th cen-
tury in demonstrating open-hearth
cooking for visitors. Authentic open-
hearth cooking is a special feature of
the museum’s programming.

Volunteers prepare early-Ameri-
can recipes using utensils, techniques
and seasonal ingredients of the time
in the Frazee Building, a separate
structure on the grounds, which, like
the museum, dates to the 18th cen-
tury. Visitors also may view the
kitchen and herb gardens, which in-
clude plantings common to colonial
days. Costumed docents will be avail-

able for tours of the restored, fully
furnished farmhouse, built in 1740.

The Miller-Cory House Museum is
located at 614 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield. Admission is $4 for ages 13
and older; $3 for ages 3 to 12, and free
for those under age 3. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.

“Cooking with Herbs” is the last
program of the spring. The museum
will be closed during the summer
and will reopen in September. Its
volunteers and board members thank
everyone who has visited the Miller-
Cory House Museum over this sea-
son, and look forward to offering
new programs in the fall.

The Miller-Cory House Museum is
listed on both the State and National
Registers of Historic Places and as a
site on the New Jersey Women’s Heri-
tage Trail. For more information, call
(908) 232-1776, e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com, or
visit the museum’s Facebook page
and its website, millercoryhouse.org.
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Honor Roll
Edison Intermediate School - 3rd Marking Period

8th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Zahra Ahmed, Kaitlyn Alliegro,
Dina Attia, Keren Jian Benaojan,
Emily Bergerman, Caroline Bielen,
Elizabeth Bielen, James Birle,
Sebastian Birse, Joseph Brogan,
Claire Campbell, Amanda Cerrachio,
Thomas Chen, Hannah Cherry, Anna
Cioffi, Eli Cohen, Caroline Collins,
Francesca Davenport, Gianna Dente,
Paige Doyle, Kelly Eagan, Emily
Edwards, Grace Endy, Mia Fleming,
Lisset Garcia, Jacqueline Gonzalez,
Spencer Harding, Cooper Harris,
Audrey Heber, Shannon Helfman,
Keri Jean, Emma Jepsen, Julia
Johnson-Milstein, Jeremy Kornfeld,
Erin Kylish,Grace Lanza, Jason Lara-
Rodriguez, Amalie Larsen, Natalie
Lee, Brett Li, Guanyun Liang, Grace
Luo, Douglas Manning, Sean Marner,
Morgan Mason, Owen Mason, Emily
Mautone, Dylan McCann, Elizabeth
Mcguire, Mira Mehta, Marni Moise
Kleinman, Eric Mordkovich, Heloise
Naeveke, Brandon Ng, Jordan Ortiz,
Eric Palia, Natalie Pemberton, Emma
Pietrewicz, Bianca Popa, Anna Qiang,
Alina Romero, Rebecca Ronnen,
Meredith Rosenthal, Isabella Ruiz,
Maxwell Scialabba, Rachel Simpson,
Henry Stewart, Jane Sullivan, Evan
Sun, Sophie Tananbaum, John
Thorburn, Mckenzie Waddell, Aprina
Wang, Julia Weinstein, Amanda
Wendler, Jacob Wendler, Justin Yu,
Caroline Zhao, Kailey Zhao

8th Grade
Honor Roll

Ishak AbdelRahman, Matthew
Ackerman, Julia Anderson, Jack
Arkin, Graham Barton, Anna Bazsa,
Chloe Beaulieu, Julia Becker, Sean
Becker, Lleyton Beinhaker, Jake
Bencivenga, Dylan Berger, Jamie
Beyert, Andrew Brennan, Kelsey
Brillantes, Salvatore Brown, Gerard
Bryson, Victoria Calandra, Alexander
Caramagno, Amya Castellanos, Erica
Cerro, John Ciano, John Claiborne,
Andrew Cohen, Russell Cohen,
Nicholas Corsentino, Bram Cozewith,
Griffin D’Agosta, Rebekkah Dayon,
Jacob Delforte, Olivia Donofrio,
Kaitlyn Duffy, Addison Earnst,
Kathryn Evans, Allison Fernandez,
Diego Ferrero, Giovanni Gallo, Ian
Gannaway, Benjamin Garceau, Ma-
son Garnhart, Lindsay Geschickter,
Alexander Green, Samantha Horvath,
Garrett Jackler, Brandon Jawor,
Nikhil Jonsson, Rohan Jonsson, Tho-
mas Joseph, Zachary Kaplan, Jack
Kelesoglu, Wesley Kennedy, Samuel
Kim, Xenia Kobori, D’aja Koonce,
Max Krueger, Nathan Lechner, Ryan
Leuthold, Andrew Levy, Ryan Love,
Julia Mackey, Tyler Mackey, Gianna
Mangiamele, William McGlynn,
Noah Metz, Lorenzo Mizerek, Aidan
Morrison, Timothy O’Brien, Kerry
O’Gara-Donovan, William Ohlig,
Julia Ossman, Aishik Palit, Reva Patel,
Rohan Patel, Robert Puglisi, Patrick
Reynders, William Ricca, Christo-
pher Rizzi, Brian Sampson, Dilany
Santamaria, Thalia Scantlebury,
Daniel Shakal, Madeline Silva, Kyle
Snyder, Brendan Stiles, Daniel Stir-
rup, Robert Strauss, Emma Sugrue,
Madeleine Sullivan, Louise-Marie
Sur, Anna Tichenor, Daisy Torralba
Osorio, Alexa Tsarsi, Amaya
Wilkerson, Katherine Wistner, Julia
Wojno-Oranski, Ellery Wolf, Breanna
Xavier, Eugene Xiong, Mary
Zadrozny, Andy Zhao, Oscar  Zheng

7th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Justin Anderson, Emma Aronowitz,
Aleksandra Baker, Samantha Bauer,
Peter Bennett, Aden Brooks, Hailey
Bruder, Jordan Cafiero, Kalea
Calugay, Antonio Carrero,

 WHS Names Award
Winning Teachers, Staff

TOP STAFF...Westfield High School awards were presented to (from left to right)
Daniel Devlin (Above and Beyond Award), Kevin Womack (Robert and Linda
Foose Memorial Award for Excellence), Molly Dennis (Distinguished Teacher of
the Year Award), and John Brzozowski (WHS-PTSO Outstanding Teacher of the
Year Award). The Westfield Board of Education will honor the awardees on
Tuesday, June 13, at 7 p.m. in Room 105 in the Administration Building at 302 Elm
Street, Westfield.

SEIZING THE DAY...Five Upper School students from Wardlaw-Hartridge in
Edison received awards for their performance on the National Latin Exam. More
than 140,000 students from all 50 states and 19 countries around the world took
this exam last year. Pictured, from left are: Aubrey Mackay of Edison (Cum
Laude, Latin III), Jason Yin of Scotch Plains (Magna Cum Laude, Prose IV), Julia
Rothar of Metuchen (Magna Cum Laude, Latin II), Gabriel Dizon of Metuchen
(Cum Laude, Latin I) and Anuva Goel of Old Bridge (Magna Cum Laude,
Latin V).

WEA Awards Scholarships
To the Class of 2017

Christopher Cho, Justin Colby, Sean
Crann, Conor Daly, Melissa DiDario,
Kimberly DiFilippo, Chelsea Duan,
Genevieve Duguid, Emily Engel,
Emilia Fowler, Hannah Frankhouser,
Mia Freidberg, James Gefken, Mark
Gialluisi, Alexa Gonzalez, John
Gonzalez, Manuel Gonzalez, Emma
Heinze, Steven Hess, Reagan Hickey,
Rachel Hu, Chloe Jacobson, Anjali
Jain, Melinda Joseph, Shreya Jyotishi,
Michael Klikushin, Sean Koellhoffer,
Trinity Koetje,Casey Laguna, Timo-
thy Lane, Cynthia Li, Sydney
Logozzo, William Maguire, Marga-
ret McCauley, Michael McKenna,
Katherine Miles, Emily Molen, Kayla
O’Brien, Maximilian Owens,
Katherine Palmer, Griffin Pardo,
Katey Peretz, Lindsey Pietrewicz,
Nicole Pilch, Joshua Pinkhasov, Ava
Pravlik, John Price, Lillian Qin, Sofia
Regencia, Anna Rickard, Max
Rokhsar, Karishma Sachdev, Carly
Saunders, Jack Saunders, Nicholas
Schoen, Charlotte Schwartz, Carsen
Sharkey, Noelle Shih, Payton
Silverman, Sophia Spadaro,Benjamin
Spergel, Vijay Sreenivasan, Fiona
Strout, Gillian Strout, Matthew
Swenson, Ashley Talwar, Takekuni
Tanemori, Evan Tompkins, Jake Toth,
Kate Urbinato, Samara Useloff,
Victoria Vaca, Zhana Velkov, Tho-
mas Walsh, Kevin Warren, Alina Xi,
Amy Xiao, Isabella Xiong, Kevin
Yang, Yuchen Yang, Jack Young, Jes-
sica Zdep, Natalie Zelechowski, An-
drew Zhang, Kaiyang Zhu, Sarah
Zong

7th Grade
Honor Roll

Daniela Agne, Olivia Alpizar,
Ikenna Anyaele, Raquel Azevedo,
Jack Barker, Zander Barraza, Mat-
thew Beke, Julia Bernardes, Michael
Bonner,Ava Bracco, Samuel
Broaddus, Amy Broughton, Olivia
Bryan, Mia Bryson, Ellijah Burke,
Sara Cagnassola, Seth Camacho,
Cayla Capistrano, Luca Celentano,
George Claiborne, Charlotte Cohen,
Brooke Colannino, Brynne Conte,
Adam Contract, Isabella Conway,
Emma Coyle, James Csorba, Michael
Cunningham, Patrick Cunningham,
Sean Czarnecki, Samantha Eisman,
Carmen Fiorindo, Patrick Flaherty,
Abigail Flynn, Jenna Foley, Ivan
Fonseca, Ronan Fowler, Celia Frank,
Aaron Friedman, Andrew Galella,
Patrick Gallagher, Riley Gasson,
Amelia Golub, Emily Gordon, Daniel
Guerrero, Colin Guinane, Benjamin
Hacker, Eric Harnisher, Matilda Horn,
Logan Howland, Ashley Hu, Tho-
mas Hughes, Charles Iannuzzi,
Kaitlyn Jackson, Triselle Ellise
Juatco, Jack Kahney, James
Kaprowski, Nathaniel Katz,
Samantha Katz, Jack Kelly,
Maxmilian Kiefer, Isabella Lagatta,
Nya Lee, Adrianna Link, Brinley
Linsky, Sean Logan, Alexa Lourenco,
Brianna Lourenco, Alivia Macaluso,
Matthew Madrigal, Jack Martin, Erin
Mckinney, Parker Miesch, Samantha
Morales, Shirzad Mustafa, Avalon
Nadeau, Emma Naeseth, Joseph Nam,
Madelin O’Connor, Nate Oberstein,
Chloe Oliveira, Kavya Panjwani,
Riley Pantalena, Emma Petrassi,
Madelyn Pinchuk, Christian Prip,
Grace Raber, Whitney Rees, Molly
Reilly, Dylan Richards, Amanda
Rickert, Zachary Roitman, Olivia
Ruhnke, Anthony San Giacomo, Sa-
rah Sandak, Colman Scanlan, Alina
Scantlebury, Theo Shapiro, Ellie
Sherman, Tyler Sontz, Kimberly Su,
Mary Hannah Sutcliffe, Grace
Vasquez, Alexa Villacreses, Amanda
Wallis, Brendan Walsh, Nicole Wang,
Ethan Weinberg, Amanda Werner,
Eden Wilcomes, Patrick Zong

WESTFIELD – Three teachers and
one custodian have been honored by
the Westfield High School commu-
nity with awards of excellence. The
announcement made this year on May
11 by Principal Derrick Nelson,
Ed.D., results from nominations made
by students, staff and parents at the
school.

Molly Dennis, a science teacher at
Westfield High School since 2002, is
the recipient of the Distinguished
Teacher of the Year award, estab-
lished to annually recognize a teacher
who, through both excellence in teach-
ing and a demonstrated commitment
to intellectual pursuits beyond the
classroom, serves as a model and
inspiration to the high school com-
munity to strive towards excellence.
Nominations on her behalf described
her ability to impact her students in
her role as a teacher and also as a
person. She was credited with bring-
ing energy into the classroom, pro-
viding innovative studying tech-
niques, and consistently offering help
to students during her free time.

Daniel Devlin is the recipient of the
Above and Beyond Award, which was
established to recognize a teacher or
counselor who has made a difference
in the life of a struggling child either
socially, emotionally or academically.
A Drama teacher at Westfield High
School since 2006, he was com-
mended by his theater students for
making each one feel special and
cared for, particularly after the trag-
edy the school experienced this year
after the sudden death of a fellow
student. He is considered both a men-

tor and a friend, cultivating a love of
theatre and imparting meaningful
messages to the students he inspires.

John Brzozowski, WHS-PTSO
Outstanding Teacher of the Year, has
been a choral music teacher at
Westfield High School for 11 years
and also serves as the Music Director
for the spring musicals. The PTSO
award annually recognizes a teacher
who is encouraging and motivating,
is a good role model and shows re-
spect for co-workers, students and
parents. Mr. Brzozowski was de-
scribed as a wonderful teacher who
instills confidence, culture and cama-
raderie and gives unconditional sup-
port for his students in and out of the
classroom. He also was commended
for creating the Student Leadership
committee to encourage students in
the choir to become leaders and deci-
sion makers.

Kevin Womack, a custodian at
WHS, was honored with the Robert
and Linda Foose Memorial Award,
named for a former principal and
teacher. Mr. Womack, who is com-
pleting his first year as a dedicated
custodian at Westfield High School,
is recognized for the unwavering sup-
port he provides. He received words
of appreciation by the theater depart-
ment for staying late to enable the
technical crew to complete its work
and for demonstrating ongoing kind-
ness and cooperation.

The awardees will be honored by
the Westfield Board of Education at a
public meeting on Tuesday, June 13,
at 7 p.m. in Room 105 at 302 Elm
Street, Westfield.

WESTFIELD – This year ’s
Westfield Educa-
tion Association
(WEA) scholar-
ships will be
awarded to Sara
Gargiulo and Haley
Kasko. In the fall,
Sara will be attend-
ing the College of
Charleston and
Haley will attend
Villanova.  Schol-

arships are based
on academic
a c h i e v e m e n t ,
school activities,
and community ser-
vice.

The Barry Judd
Memorial Scholar-
ship is given in the
memory of Barry
Judd, who was a

well-respected World Language
Teacher at Westfield High School
from 1974-1992. Mr. Judd’s teach-
ing career embod-
ied a love for learn-
ing and a devotion
to helping others.
The award is
granted to a WEA
member’s son or
daughter who will
be attending college
in the fall.  This
year’s recipient for
the Class of 2017 is
Page Venturino. Her mother, Coral
Venturino, is a fifth grade teacher at
Wilson Elementary School.

The awards were presented to the
students on May 25 at Westfield
High School. Funds for these schol-
arships are raised through the gen-
erous donations of the Westfield
Education Association.

Paige Venturino

Sara Gargiulo

Hayley Kasko

Franklin School Hosts
Community Service Night

WESTFIELD – The Franklin El-
ementary School PTSO hosted their
second annual Community Service
Night on May 8. The night was fun for
all the kids involved and highlighted
the great spirit of giving at Franklin
School

Community Service Night allowed
Franklin students and their parents to
participate in many hands-on com-
munity service projects to benefit lo-
cal non-profits. Over 125 kids and
adults made and delivered 375 plus
lunches for St. Joseph’s Coalition for
the Homeless in Elizabeth, made 175
treat packs for Westfield area police,
firefighters, EMTs and crossing
guards members, colored 45 pages
for children in hospitals for Color a
Smile, braided 150 dog toys for a
local animal shelter, sewed 10 ban-
ners with Urban SewCity and deco-
rated 70 cards for foster kids through
A Birthday Wish, designed 50 cards
for visitors to Imagine, made 50 book-
marks for Bridge of Books, created
80 friendship bracelets to support the
Diabetes Research Foundation and
potted 140 plants to donated to Mo-
bile Meals of Westfield and local
nursing homes. The children also
donated 15 bags of food to donate to
Holy Trinity Food Pantry in Westfield
and 10 bags of baby items for Moms
helping Moms. It was a busy and

productive night for Franklin students!
The second annual event showed

the students and their parents that
giving back to their community is
both fun and important. “It’s a prior-
ity to both Franklin School and the
Franklin School PTSO that we en-
courage  a sense of community and
service to others at our school.  After
the fabulous outpouring of donations
and crafts last year, we were excited
to hold this event again. The purpose
of this night is to show that no one is
to too small to make a difference. The
kids really felt like they were helping
others and they were so excited to
participate”, said Community Service
Night Co-Chair Josephine Stack.

Everyone came together and made
it a great success. “Thanks to gener-
ous donations from our students and
local supermarkets like Stop and
Shop, ShopRite, Vine Ripe Markets,
Urban SewCity, Home Depot of
Garwood, Williams Nursery, Dreyers
Farm, MOReStaging and Design,
Major Mills, AND Design, KBK In-
teriors, Fabric Collection and
Fabricland in North Plainfield, Ella
Allure, The Decorating Store in
Union,and Harvest Quilters the kids
were able to help so many people.  We
hope it becomes a tradition across all
the Westfield schools” said Commu-
nity Service Night Co-Chair Alyson
Twilley. For more information or to
help out with future Community Ser-
vice Nights at Franklin School, please
contact jferrigno228@gmail.com.

Editor’s Note
This time of the year we receive

many graduation and dean’s list
announcements, which we publish
for our subscribers. Due to the
number of announcements there
may be a significant delay as we
work off the large volume over sev-
eral weeks. Thank you for your
patience.

Pinney Honored at
Union College

SCHENECTADY, N.Y. – Danielle
Pinney, of Westfield, was honored at
Union College's annual Prize Day
celebration.

Students were honored for achieve-
ment in academics, research, service
and governance. Pinney, a member of
the Class of 2020, was honored with
the William H. Bloom, M.D. (1945)
and Jonathan R. Bloom (1988) Po-
etry Prize, for the best poem or series
of poems by an undergraduate.

Meredith Parker
Achieves Dean's List
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Meredith

Parker of Scotch Plains, qualified for
the Spring 2017 Dean's List at Belmont
University. Eligibility is based on a
minimum course load of 12 hours and
a quality grade point average of 3.5
with no grade below a C.

Chloe Bryen Awarded the
Dashiell-Thurstone Prize

CHAPLE HILL, N.C. – Chloe
Bryen, a graduating senior in Psy-
chology and Neuroscience at the
University of North Carolina, is the
recipient of the 2017 Dashiell-
Thurstone Prize. The Dashiell-
Thurstone Prize is awarded each
year for the best senior honors the-
sis, as judged by a faculty commit-
tee.

Chloe, working with her mentor
Mark Hollins, won for her outstand-
ing senior honors thesis, titled “Re-
lationships Among Chronic Pain,
Hypervigilance, and Executive
Function.” In her project, Chloe
asked college students to reflect
back on periods of persistent pain
earlier in life and then gave them
tests of perception. Chloe found
evidence that a history of childhood
pain can affect perception in adult-
hood, in subtle ways that will re-
quire further research to unravel.
Discovering this was a significant
achievement, however, Chloe un-

derstands that real success involves
not only individual achievement,
but helping and empowering oth-
ers.

In her research and in her planned
career, Chloe is combining her love
of science with her commitment to
help others. Chloe was honored at the
Psychology and Neuroscience Com-
mencement Ceremony on May 14.

Salituro Wins Awards
At Connecticut College

NEW LONDON, Conn. – Leah
Salituro, class of 2017 at Connecti-
cut College, was awarded the Ameri-
can Chemical Society Connecticut
Valley Section Award, for outstand-
ing work in the field of chemistry
and the ACS Undergraduate Award
in Organic Chemistry, to the senior
student who displays a significant
aptitude for organic chemistry and
who has further interest in the field.
Leah was presented with the award
at the annual Honors and Awards
ceremony at Connecticut College
held on May 1.

Thomas Spera Among
The Citadel's Class of 2017

CHARLESTON, S.C. – Thomas
Spera of Scotch Plains, graduated from
The Citadel, The Military College of
South Carolina, on May 6. Spera earned
a bachelor's degree in Political Science.

Members of The Citadel Class of
2017 were recognized for excellence

in leadership, service and academics
at commencement. The South Caro-
lina Corps of Cadets celebrated the
graduation of over 551 cadets, seven
active duty students and 23 veteran
students. Of those cadets, 129 were
commissioned as officers.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
documents, which sum is non-refundable,
beginning June 12, 2017. Written ques-
tions regarding the bid specifications may
be submitted to the Township Engineer, at
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076 on or before June 20, 2017.

A certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond in the amount of ten percent (10%) of
the bid, but in no case in excess of twenty
thousand dollars ($20,000), must be sub-
mitted with the bid guaranteeing that if a
contract is awarded, the bidder shall ex-
ecute the contract. Bidders must also sub-
mit a Consent of Surety with the bid, wherein
the Surety agrees to furnish a performance
bond if the Bidder is awarded the contract.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and all other appli-
cable statutes, laws or regulations.

Bidders are required to submit a valid
Business Registration Certificate from the
State of New Jersey Department of Trea-
sury, Division of Revenue.

Each bid shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope addressed to the Township Clerk,
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der, upon which shall be designated:

“GLENSIDE AVENUE (SEC. 4) MILL-
ING & TOP COURSE PAVING, CON-
TRACT E2015-2"

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any and all bids under the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2.

By Order of the Township of Scotch
Plains, New Jersey.
Alexander Mirabella,
Municipal Manager

Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk

1 T - 6/1/17, The Times Fee: $66.81

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, at the office of the Township
Clerk, Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076 (Attention: Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk) until 10:00 a.m. on June
28, 2017 prevailing time for “GLENSIDE
AVENUE (SEC. 4) MILLING & TOP
COURSE PAVING, CONTRACT E2015-
2.”

Major items and approximate quantities
for this project are:

Granite Block Curb With 4 inch Reveal –
700 Linear Feet

Beam Guide Rail – 944 Linear Feet
Milling, 2 inch Depth – 6,360 Square

Yards
Hot Mix Asphalt 9.5M64 Surface Course

– 820 Tons
Traffic Striping, Thermoplastic – 3,830

Linear Feet
This project will be partially funded by

the New Jersey Department of Transpor-
tation, Bureau of Local Aid.

At the time and place stated above, such
bids will be publicly opened and read aloud.
No bids shall be received other than at the
time and place herein designated for their
receipt, unless mailed to the Township
Clerk for receipt at the designated time
and place.

Copies of the Bid Documents may be
obtained during regular business hours
from the Township Engineer’s Office upon
payment of $50 for each complete set of

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16
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©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker© and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield

Office: 908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI

Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

     FRANKDISOLDI

FRANKISOLDI @GMAIL.COM

Cell: 908-787-5990

THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

One step closer to your 

DREAM HOME

RINALDI TRIPLES, DOUBLES, SCORES; ROMANO RBI 1B

Hawks Slip Past Blue Devils
In Group Section Softball, 3-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

J. P. Stevens ace Ashley Lombardi
had a proven track record of being a
very difficult pitcher to score runs on
and she proved it by leading the fifth-
seeded Hawks to a 3-1 victory over
the fourth-seeded Westfield Blue
Devils in the quarterfinal round of the

North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tour-
nament in Westfield on May 24.
Lombardi yielded six hits and half of
them came in the fifth inning when the
Blue Devils scored their only run.

“She’s a very good pitcher. She
moved the ball around the plate really
nicely inside, outside, kind of kept us
guessing. That’s tough to make an

adjustment to. She worked ahead in
the count and did a nice job,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Caitlin MacDonald
said.

Blue Devil Danielle Rinaldi, how-
ever, seemed to have Lombardi’s num-
ber as she went with her pitches and
rapped a double down the right field

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

BAKIE WINNING RBI, SZCZECH 2 RBI, ‘OBO’ 2 SB, RUN

Cougars Outlast Ferris, 5-4,
In 10-Inning Baseball Classic

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Frustration in the early innings
caused some concern but the third-
seeded Cranford High School Cou-
gars kept plugging away to take a
two-run lead only to see it fade away
in the seventh that paved the way for
an extra-inning endurance run against
11-seeded Ferris in the quarterfinal
round of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 Tournament at Memorial
Field in Cranford on May 26. After a
missed opportunity in the eighth and
another in the ninth, Ryan Bakie
bounced an RBI single to leftfield,
scoring Matt Perino in the bottom of
the 10th inning to reward the 18-7
Cougars with a 5-4 victory over the
Bulldogs from Jersey City.

The 18-12 Bulldogs advanced to
the quarterfinals with an 8-3 win over
sixth-seeded Rahway and despite be-
ing the 11th seed, had chalked up
several impressive wins over viable
opponents.

“We knew we were in for a dog-
fight. They are well coached and come
to play. We scouted them several times.
He does a nice job, Mr. Hogan, and it
was a good one to get,” Cougar Head
Coach Dennis McCaffery said.

The Cougars totaled eight hits, four
off starter Fernando Zayas and four
off reliever Norvin Bierd. In addition
to his winning single, Bakie doubled,
stole a base and scored once. Brian
Oblachinski stole a pair of bases and
scored the Cougars’ first run and Tyler
Szczech (2-for-4) drilled a key two-
run single. Tom Armstrong singled,
doubled and drew an RBI walk. James
Shriner and Matt Perino both singled
and scored once.

The Bulldogs rapped 11 hits, 10 off
starter Vince Genova, who pitched
seven innings, while walking none
and striking out eight. Kevin Donovan
relieved and pitched three innings of
one-hit ball, while walking two and
striking out four.

“Vince Genova did a nice job. Kevin
Donovan came in and did a nice job.
Ferris played a great game. They
played hard the whole way and we
were fortunate enough to get a run in
that last inning,” Cougar Head Coach
Dennis McCaffery said.

“Successful high school pitchers
usually have a fastball and a curveball
but Donovan has an arsenal of off-
speed pitches he can throw at will. It’s
definitely something good for a young
player like him,” Bakie said.

“I love him. He’s my best friend,”
chuckled Oblachinski. “He gets on
the mound, he throws strikes. People
mostly have to put the ball in play to
get on base. He works fast. He’s got a
great curveball and changeup. He was
successful on the mound and kept us
in the game.”

The first bit of frustration for the
Cougars came in the second inning.
Armstrong tapped a leadoff single,
Szczech walked and Perino laid down

STRAVACH 2ND JAVELIN, BARLIK SP, DISCUS, GRANT HJ

Dwyer, Moncayo, Mozie, Cadet
Win at Section Track & Field

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School seniors Phil
Dwyer and Keren Moncayo each won
an individual event as did Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raider senior Izu
Mozie at the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 track & field Championships
at Ridge High School on May 26-27.
Cranford Cougar junior Josiah Cadet
also won an individual event at the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 meet
in Madison.

With several qualifiers for the
Group championships, the Blue Devil
girls finished fifth in their section
with a total of 35, while Ridge took
top honors with 112 points and the
Raiders placed 11th with 17 points.

The Westfield boys tied Piscataway
for sixth at 29 and the Raiders took
ninth at 26. East Orange was first at
104. The Cougar boys took sixth with
38 points in their section, while the
girls placed seventh with 33 points.

On Day 1, Dwyer surpassed his
previous personal-best (PB) in the
long jump by eight inches when he
soared 22-8 to take first in the event,
just one inch better than Max Michel
of Elizabeth. Blue Devil Sam Bennett
took ninth at 19-8.5.

“It was a great competition. Max
had a great jump and it just gave me a
little more motivation to get out there,”
Dwyer commented.

Looking ahead to the Group 5 meet,
“I’m getting a little bit closer. I guess

my coaches are right. I got a few
jumps left. We will see if we can get to
the record,” Dwyer said.

Day 2 would feature the high jump
and the Blue Devils had a trio of
contestants with Dwyer, Tom Fuccillo
and Dan LaMastra. Dwyer’s PB in
the event is 6-2.

“What we want to do is keep mov-
ing on. We want to get in the top-6 and
we have some guys, who can really do
that. We just got to push through and
get there,” Dwyer said prior to the
high jump competition.

Although the trio failed to qualify
in the top-6, Raider Nigel Nelson
cleared 6-2 and was attempting to
clear 6-4.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCRAMBLING BACK TO THIRD...Hawks runner Amanda Leary dives back to third safely after being caught in a
rundown by Blue Devils Danielle Rinaldi, left, and Julia Romano in the second inning in Westfield on May 23.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWIPING THIRD...Cougar Ryan Bakie steals third base as Bulldog third baseman Kevin Polanco leaps high in the air for
an errant throw by the catcher in the sixth inning. Bakie quickly headed for home and scored the Cougars’ fourth run.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTEMPTING TO CLEAR 6-4...Raider Nigel Nelson attempts to clear 6-4 in the high jump but just misses at the Group
4 sectional track & field meet at Ridge High School on May 27. Nelson placed third with a height of 6-2.
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Cougars Top Red Bank
Story Next Week
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Westfield School Boosters Association Presents 50th Annual
Booster Club Awards to 30 High School Senior Athletes

The entire speech can
be read at goleader.com

Ballyhoo Sports

Hannah Prieto Keren Moncayo Alex Pancini Emily OsterJack MillerHannah Liddy

The Westfield High School Boosters
presented 30 scholarships at the 50th
Annual Boosters Awards Dinner on May
17. A scholarship committee, which con-
sisted of Bret Cummings, Bill Taylor,
Gary Fox, Jeff Bryk, Jason McLane and
John Fietkiewicz evaluated the candi-
dates based on the information received
from the athletes themselves, the Guid-
ance department, and Supervisor of Ath-
letics, Sandy Mamary, who also re-
viewed all the applications.

The Walter L. Clarkson Honorary
Award (WHS girls cross-country [XC],
track coach Jen Buccino presenter) —
Aditya Singh, son of Varsha and Raj
Singh, earned 8 varsity letters (3 XC, 2
winter track, 3 spring track — captain of
all 3). Athletic honors: Most Valuable
Senior Runner (XC and winter track),
first team All-County (UC) & All-Con-
ference (C), second team All Group 4 in
XC.

Academics: National Honor Society,
Symphonic Band, 4.0 GPA. Aditya will
attend Stevenson University and con-
tinue running career.

Alumni Scholarship (funded jointly
by the Boosters and John and Faith
Bennett). Presenter — Bret Cummings,
co-chair of the Scholarship Committee.

Owen Bartok, son of Kristin and
Rick Bartok. Earned 4 varsity letters in
tennis — captain. Honors: Union County
(UC) champion (3rd singles — 2015,
2017, 1st doubles 2016).

Academics: distinguished honor roll,
National Merit Commended Scholar,
National Honor Society, 4.3 GPA, mem-
ber of Model UN and Wall St. Club, Co-
founder of Special Olympics of NJ Ten-
nis Clinic. Owen will attend Tufts Uni-
versity and play tennis.

The Toni Bristol Honorary Award
(presenter — George Kapner varsity
boys tennis coach). Hannah Prieto,
daughter of Shari Cohen and Anthony

Prieto, earned 4
varsity letters in
gymnastics team
and captain. Hon-
ors: UC champion
(bars — sopho-
more), UC cham-
pion (beam and
floor exercises —
senior), currently

representing WHS and N.J. in the Na-
tional H.S. Gymnastics Championship
in Florida.

Hannah is the Co-founder of
Homefirst, an organization that raises
money for the homeless, and she is an
Honor Roll student. Hannah will attend
Rutgers University in New Brunswick
and compete in Gymnastics.

The Gary Kehler Award (presenter
Glen Kehler WHS Hall of Fame mem-
ber). Michael Moriarty, son of Dianne
and Kevin Moriarty, earned (3 varsity
letters in football, 3 in lacrosse — cap-
tain). Honors: outstanding kicker on
two state-championship football teams,
4 WHS kicking records, All-Division,
All Group 5, and All-State recognition.
Picked as one of Central Jersey’s “Top
125 Lacrosse Players to Watch”.

Academics: honor roll student, Model
UN, Optimist Club, a volunteer on the
Presbyterian Church Mission Trips, and
youth lacrosse and soccer coach.

Mike will attend Miami University of
Ohio.

The Jack Martin Spirit Award (pre-
senter Chris Tafelski —WHS boys’ XC
and track coach). Given by the Friends
of Westfield Track in honor of WHS XC
and track coach Jack Martin.

Jake Triarsi, son of Krista and Joe
Triarsi, earned 10 varsity letters (3 XC,

3 winter track, 4 spring track — captain
of all). Honors: XC first and second
team All-UC and first team All-C (jun-
ior & senior); indoor season — third
team All-UC — 1600, and 2016 —
anchor of UC champion 4x1600 relay
team.

Academics: distinguished honor roll,
National Honor Society. Jake will at-
tend the University of Miami and con-
tinue to run track and XC.

The Thom Hornish Achievement
Award (presenter Donna Hornish) given
by the Friends of Westfield Track in
memory of WHS XC and track coach
Thom Hornish.

Cindy Qiang, Jessie Qiang and Chris-
topher Stevenson, earned 10 varsity let-
ters (3 XC, 3 winter track — captain of
both, 4 spring track). Honors: Most Valu-
able Senior Runner (winter), UC and
Conference freshman XC champion;
member of the meet record-setting dis-
tance medley relay team at the UC Re-
lays in 2014.

Academics: distinguished honor roll,
4.4 GPA, National Honor Society, Na-
tional Youth Leadership Forum, officer
or member of the Strive Scholarship
Club, the Women in Science Club, the
Spanish Club, and the Red Cross Club.
Additionally — talented artist and mu-
sician.

Cindy will enter New York
University’s seven-year dental program.

The Peter Houlihan Awards (2 awards
presenter Jason McLane) (Both schol-
arships funded by anonymous Booster
and Boosters Association). Female Re-
cipient — Keren Moncayo, daughter
of Katherine Munoz, earned six varsity
letters (3 winter track — Most Valuable
Senior in field events, 3 spring track —
captain). Honors: First in the javelin at
Cougar Classic and Conference Cham-
pionship (2016); third at the State
Sectionals; and eighth at the Group
Championships’ recorded many top-10
finishes in discus and shot put.

Academics: Future Physicians and
Scientist’s Club, volunteers teacher in
the Cub Scouts’ Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math program. Keren
will attend Union County College to
begin her career in criminal justice.

Male Recipient: Loukas
Carayannopoulos, son of Mary and
Leon Carayannopoulos, earned 4 var-
sity letters in soccer (captain junior and
senior years, voted Most Valuable Se-
nior). Honors: First team All-UC (junior
& senior); and All-State and All-Sec-
tion recognition.

Academics: distinguished honor roll,
4.3 GPA, National Honor Society, Na-
tional Merit Commended Scholar.

Loukas will attend
MIT and play soc-
cer.

The Westfield
Basketball Asso-
ciation Awards –
Male and Female
(presenter Bill
Taylor, WBA
Treasurer of the
WBA) given on

behalf of the WBA. Male Recipient:
Matt LaCorte, son of Sally and Jim
LaCorte, earned three varsity letters in
basketball (captain 2017) and one in
baseball. Honors: All-Conference and
All-Area recognition — basketball; cho-
sen as the male recipient from WHS of
the Union County Scholar Athlete
Award.

Matt will attend Susquehanna Uni-
versity, where he will play basketball.

Female Recipient: Shannon Devitt,
daughter of Peggy and Alan Devitt, (4
varsity letters basketball, 2 field hockey
— captain of both, 1 softball). Honors:
basketball — All-Conference and All-
Area recognition (junior & senior), 3rd
on WHS all-time career rebound list;
field hockey — All-Conference recog-
nition (senior) and recipient of the

Coaches Choice Award.
Academics: distinguished honor roll,

National Honor Society, 4.1 GPA. Ad-
ditionally — first chair tuba player for
the WHS Symphonic Band and Wind
Ensemble, recipient of the Girl Scouts’

Silver and Bronze
Award, and re-
cently, selected as
the WHS recipi-
ent of the
N J S I A A ’ s
Scholar-Athlete
Award.

Shannon will
attend The Col-
lege of New Jer-

sey and play basketball.
The John Byrne Memorial Scholar-

ship (presenter Owen Brand) awarded
to a male or female varsity athlete who
has competed in at least two sports.

Hannah Liddy, daughter of Alesia
and Michael Liddy, earned 10 varsity
letters (4 lacrosse — captain, 4 soccer,
2 basketball). Honors: Allstate Athlete
of the Week, led lacrosse team in goals
and assists (2016) and points (2015), in
soccer — led the team in goals (fresh-
man earning All UC recognition).

Academics: honor roll student, vol-
unteers for the Boys and Girls Club of
Union County; helped with clean-up
from the devastation of Hurricane Sandy;
participated in a volunteer trip to Tanza-
nia, where she taught English to chil-
dren and helped with construction of
desks and other school essentials.
Hannah also volunteers as a youth soc-
cer and lacrosse coach.

Hannah will attend the University of
Denver and play lacrosse.

The Friends and Family of Marge and
Bob Brewster (Presenter Bob Brewster
WHS baseball coach) long-time sup-
porters of the Boosters and the local
football, basketball, and baseball pro-
grams.

Connor Scanlon, son of Anne Marie
Scanlon and the late Kevin Scanlon,
earned two varsity letters in football and
two in baseball. Honors: baseball —
closer, recorded 4th most saves in school
history in 2016, ranked 6th on the all-
time school list prior to this season,
recently was winning pitcher in the
team’s UCT Championship win over
Cranford; football — led team in spe-
cial teams tackles (2016) and integral
part of that state championship team.

Off the field, Connor is a Peer Minis-
ter at St. Helen’s and has participated in
many Church sponsored service trips.
Connor will attend the University of
South Carolina.

Class of 2008 Newman-Olsen Me-
morial Award (Wilt Family to a deserv-
ing varsity football and/or baseball
player with exceptional talent and dem-
onstrated leadership qualities as exem-
plified by Scott Newman and Justin
Olsen during their high school careers.
Presenter — Vince Wilt).

Kyle Dombroski, son of Beth and
Frank Dombroski, earned seven varsity
letters (3 football, 4 lacrosse — cap-
tain). Honors: After last year’s state
championship football season, Kyle
earned 1st team All-Conference, 2nd
team All-Area, and All-State honorable
mention. Lacrosse — Under Armour
All-American, cited as a “Defender to
Watch” in New Jersey.

Kyle will attend the University of
Denver and will play lacrosse.

Westfield Wrestling Foundation
(WWF) Scholarship Award (Presenter
Al Rabinowitz on behalf of the WWF).
Jack Miller, son of Carolyn and Tom
Miller, earned 4 varsity letters in wres-
tling. Honors: captain of the team, All-
Area recognition from The Courier
News, At 195-lbs, was the 2017 UCT
champion, District Champion, Roselle
Park Tournament champion, placed third
in the Regions and fifth in the State
tournament.

Jack is a Transition Leader, a youth
wrestling coach, and a volunteer facili-
tator for Imagine, an organization that
assists children who have experienced
the death of a parent. Jack will attend
the University of Virginia and continue
wrestling.

The Greta Schoenemann Memorial
Scholarship (presenter Greta’s father,
Robert Schoenemann to honor Greta’s
memory). Rafaela Laitamaki, daugh-
ter of Sinikka and Jukka Laitamaki,
earned four varsity letters in soccer —
captain. Honors: 4-year varsity starter,
All-UC and All-State recognition (se-
nior) and All-UC recognition (junior),
received the Lady Blue Devil “All In”
award this year.

Academics: distinguished honor roll,
4.3 GPA, National Honor Society and
the National Spanish Honor Society,
officer of the Youth in Government Club,
the Orchestra Leadership Team, the
Spanish Club, and the Finnish Pen Pal
Club, which she founded, Transition
Leader and a member of the Model UN.

Raffi will attend
New York Univer-
sity this fall.

The Jim Nicoll
S c h o l a r s h i p
Award (presenter
Jim McCutcheon,
a Trustee of the
Friends of
Westfield Track).

Devyn Heinzerling, daughter of
Annie and Glenn Heinzerling, earned 9
varsity letters (XC, winter track, spring
track — captain of each). XC — Devyn
set the school record at Greystone Park
in 2016, All-UC recognition
(junior).Track — part of the school
record-setting distance medley relay
(DMR) team, and winning DMR and
4x800 relay teams at the Blue Devil
Classic this spring.

Academics: honor roll student, peer
minister at her church. Devyn will at-
tend Gettysburg College and will con-
tinue with track and XC.

Westfield Baseball League Award
(presenter Frank Fusaro, past WBA
President). Alex Pansini, son of Suzanne
and Carl Pansini, earned three varsity
letters in baseball, and is a captain.
Honors — A pitcher, received
Underclass All-American recognition
and All-Conference recognition, se-
lected to play in the Garden State Un-
derclassmen Games and the Union
County H.S. All-Star game.

An honor roll student, Alex will at-
tend Marist College and play baseball.

The Girls Softball League of Westfield
Scholarship

We will now present The Girls Soft-
ball League of Westfield Scholarship.
Gary Fox, a GSLW Board Member, will
make the presentation.

This scholarship award is presented
by the Girls Softball League of Westfield
to an athlete who has achieved a high
level of success in softball and who, by
her teamwork, leadership and sports-
manship, exemplifies the type of player
the League strives to develop.

Girls Softball League of Westfield
Scholarship: Danielle Rinaldi, daughter
of Christine and Joe Rinaldi, (4 varsity
letters in softball, 3 in basketball —
captain of both). Honors (selected Most
Valuable Senior — basketball; All-Con-
ference recognition — softball 2016).

Academics: distinguished honor roll,
maintains a 4.2 GPA, PSAT National
Merit Commended Scholar, National
Honor Society, National Spanish Honor
Society, president of the Spanish Club,
Transition Leader, volunteer tutor, and
a youth softball and basketball coach.
Danielle was selected as the female
recipient from WHS of the Union County
Scholar Athlete award.

Danielle will attend Boston College
in the fall.

Ted Connell Scholarships for

Achievement in Swimming (male and
female — presenter Barbara di Trolio
Mannino). Male Recipient: Aedan
Collins, son of Margaret and Sean
Collins, earned four varsity letters in
swimming — captain 2016-17 season.
Honors: (member of school record set-
ting 200 freestyle relay and 200 medley
relay teams, All-UC recognition in mul-
tiple years).

Academics: president of the Math
Club, member of the Eastern Culture
Mandarin Club. Aedan will attend the
University of Massachusetts.

Female Recipient: Emily Oster,
daughter of Peggy and Mike Oster,
earned 7 varsity letters (4 swimming —
captain, 3 lacrosse). Honors: received
the prestigious Bruce Johnson Award
for significant athletic and team-build-
ing contributions as a freshman.

Academics: distinguished honor roll,
maintains a 4.2 GPA, National Honor
Society, recipient of the National Span-
ish Exam Merit Award and the National
Italian Exam Merit Award, Transition
Leader, delegate to the Model UN, pro-
gram coordinator for the Elizabeth Coa-
lition to House the Homeless, Co-Founder
and President of the WHS Children’s
Organ Transplant Association Club.

Emily will attend Villanova Univer-
sity in the Fall.

The Friends of Girl’s Lacrosse Award
(presenter Jeff Bryk, Past Boosters Presi-
dent). Samantha Alfano, daughter of
Sandra and Joseph Alfano, Varsity let-
ters — 4 lacrosse (captain), 1 soccer.
Received recognition on the Under-
Armour All-Star lacrosse team, 2 years.

Academics: honor roll student, Key
Club, Peer Minister at St. Helen’s, vol-
unteer at St. Barnabus Hospital. Last
year, she also participated in a volunteer
service trip to Jamaica. Samantha will
attend Gettysburg College and play la-
crosse.

Deborah Tuohy Memorial Scholar-
ship (presenter Patrick Tuohy boys la-
crosse coach): Owen Prybylski, son of
Mary Jane and Hank Prybylski, (4 var-
sity letters lacrosse — captain, 3 soc-
cer). Lacrosse: Under-Armour All-
American first team and will play in the

Under-Armour
Senior All-Star
game in Baltimore
this summer. Soc-
cer: Team’s offen-
sive player of the
year for the past
two years, All
Group IV recog-
nition.

Owen will attend Villanova Univer-
sity and play lacrosse.

Judith and Bruce McLane Memorial
Awards (Both were staunch supporters
of the Boosters and Westfield Athletics
— presenter Hannah McLane).

Male Recipient: Matt Varano, son
of Michele and Mike Varano, earned 3
varsity letters in football and was a
captain. Despite being injured his se-
nior season, Matt is ranked in the top-25
in career rushing yards and in the top 10
in career yards per carry. He also aver-
aged 150 yards per game in his senior
year prior to his injury.

Academics: National Honor Society,
received both the gold and silver medals
on the National Latin Exam, member of
the Latin Club and the Young Republi-
cans Club, volunteers at Furniture As-
sist and at St. Joseph’s Sandwich Min-
istry.

Matt will attend the College of the
Holy Cross and will play football.

Female Recipient: Lila Hutchins,
daughter of Margaret and John Hutchins,
earned seven varsity letters (4 lacrosse,
3 XC — captain of both). Honors: Most
Valuable Senior (XC), Allstate Athlete
of the Week (lacrosse this spring).

Academics: honor roll student, Na-
tional Honor Society, volunteer youth
lacrosse coach and a youth diving coach.

Lila will attend Bates College and play
lacrosse.

The Athletic Directors Scholarship
(presenter Sandy Mamary, WHS Super-
visor of Athletics) given in honor of, and
in memory of, WHS former Athletic
Directors – Ed Tranchina, Bob Duncan,
John Lay, and Gary Kehler – funded
jointly by the Boosters, Friends of
Westfield Track, and the Westfield PAL.

Brendan Glenn, son of Joan and
Brett Glenn, earned three varsity letters
in ice-hockey — captain junior and se-
nior years. Glenn received both the Gary
Kehler Award for dedication, character,
and integrity, and the James Bungerz
Memorial Award for Sportsmanship.

Academics: honor roll student, Na-
tional Honor Society, National French
Honor Society, National Society of High
School Scholars, member of Gifts of
Gold and the French Club.

Brendan will attend The Ohio State
University in the fall.

Advisor’s Awards: (2 awards presenter
John Colwell, second VP of the Boost-
ers). Female Recipient: Leigh Scarano,
daughter of Lisa and Mark Scarano,
earned three varsity letters in volleyball
and was a captain. Honors: (sophomore
— first team All-Conference, second
team All-UC, junior — second team
All-Conference, senior — first team
All-Conference, second team All-UC,

and won the
Coaches Award.

A c a d e m i c s :
honor roll student;
transition leader;
Breast Cancer
Awareness Club.
Leigh will attend
the University of
Scranton and play
volleyball.

Male Recipient: Noah Reich, son of
Sylvia and David Reich, earned 4 Var-
sity Letters in tennis. Honors: Captain,
Union County Champion 2nd singles
(freshman and senior) and 3rd singles
(junior), 2nd team All County (fresh-
man), 2nd team All Group 4 at 1st
singles (sophomore) and 1st team All
County (junior).

Academics: distinguished honor roll,
4.4 GPA, National Honor Society, Na-
tional Merit Commended Scholar,
Westfield High School AMA Mathemat-
ics Champion, Founder of the Econom-
ics Challenge and Euro Challenge
Teams, Member of the Fed Challenge
and Science Olympiad Aerodynamics
Teams, Transition Leader and Special
Olympics coach.

Noah will attend Williams College
and play tennis.

The Tri-Sports Achievement Scholar-
ship: (recognizes a student athlete who
achieved three varsity letters in three differ-
ent and distinct sports — presenter Frank
Fusaro) Jeffrey Gagum, son of Debra
Gagum, earned 7 varsity letters (2 basket-
ball, 2 football, 3 spring track). Honors:
basketball — captain, received All-Con-
ference recognition; football — first team
All-Area, first team All-Mid-State 38, cho-
sen to play in the Snapple Bowl.

Jeffrey will attend Kean University
and play football.

The Executive Committee Award:
(presenter John Fuller, Boosters First
VP) Lizzie Brucia, daughter of Judy
and Jim Brucia, earned 5 varsity letters
(4 soccer — captain, 1 basketball). Hon-
ors: soccer — All-UC and All-State
recognition (sophomore); first team All-
UC and All-Conference (junior); first
team All-Conference, All-UC, All-
Group IV, and All-State (senior); also
selected to several first team All-Area
lists, received the Westfield Soccer
Association’s Senior Soccer Award.

Academics: honor roll student, Na-
tional Honor Society, Transition Leader,
Peer Minister at St. Helen’s, volunteer at
the Children’s Specialized Hospital, vol-
unteer youth soccer and basketball coach.

Lizzie will attend the University of
Georgia and play soccer.

The President’s Award (considered the
most prestigious — presenter Paul Friel,
President of Boosters Association)

Owen Kessler, son of Kelly and John
Kessler, three varsity letters in football
— captain. Honors: Most Valuable Se-
nior on defense, first team All-State, All
Group 5, All-Metro, All-Area, and All-
Conference, selected The Courier News
Defensive Player of the Year.

Owen achieved cum laude, magna
cum laude, and summa cum laude status
on the National Latin exam in the ninth,
tenth, and eleventh grades. He is also a
member of the Latin Club, and the Sup-
port the Troops Club.

Owen will attend Georgetown Uni-
versity and play football.

Jake Triarsi Connor ScanlonMatt VaranoDanielle Rinaldi Leigh Scarano

Owen KesslerLizzie Brucia Lila HutchinsAditya Singh Samantha Alfano Kyle Dombrowski Aedan CollinsDevyn HeinzerlingOwen Bartok Shannon DevittBrendan Glenn Jeffrey Gagum
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Loukas
Carayannopoulos

Matt LaCorte
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Millburn Blanks Raiders, 5-0,
In Sectional Quarterfinals

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Connor Lally fired a two-hit gem in
leading Millburn to a 5-0 shutout of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in a North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 quarterfinal
round playoff game played in Millburn
on May 26. Lally, a senior, struck out
three batters and gave up just one
walk and two hits in befuddling the
Raider batters throughout the course
of the game. So commanding was
Lally’s performance that Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (17-10) could not
advance a runner past second base the
entire game.

“I did not have my best stuff in my
previous outing,” said Lally. “I gave
up a lot of walks in that one but today
I had my fastball working and I was
getting it over for strikes early in
counts. That made it easier to work
the hitter with breaking balls and off
speed stuff deeper in counts.”

The Millburn Millers, the top seed
in the bracket, got all the runs they
would need in the bottom of the sec-
ond when they reached Raider starter
Dan Wilkinson for two runs.
Wilkinson issued a pair of walks in
the inning but after getting two outs, it

appeared he would get away un-
scathed. Millburn’s Jared Nemet had
other ideas. Nemet lashed a deep fly
ball over leftfielder Patrick Downey’s
head that scored two runs. Because of
the lack of fences at Millburn it is hard
to say how far Namet’s rocket trav-
eled but it almost certainly would
have been a home run in most parks.

“I wanted a good pitch from him,”
said Namet of the powerful triple. “I
wasn’t going to swing at anything that
was breaking out of the strike zone. I
got a fastball and I knew when I hit it
that I’d gotten all of it.”

Namet would be a thorn in the
Raider sides all game. Namet doubled
home the Millers’ third run of the
game in the fourth inning. Again
Wilkinson was victimized by another
two-out walk that set the stage for
Namet’s RBI.

“We had some bad luck out there
today,” said Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Head Coach Joe Higgins. “But their
pitcher (Lally) was really aggressive.
He was able to throw more than one
pitch for strikes and we just couldn’t
do much with him. We hit the ball a
lot. He didn’t strike out too many
batters. We just couldn’t find any open

areas of grass for balls to drop in.
They are a really good team. They
don’t give you any opportunities with
bad plays in the field either. You have
to make the plays against them and
earn your runs.”

Millburn padded the lead to 5-0 in
the bottom of the fifth. Lally drove a
run home on a fielder’s choice and
Ben Pampush got a run across when
he was hit by a pitch with the bases
loaded.

Really though, it was all about
Lally’s performance on the mound
and the Raiders’ inability to touch
him throughout the game. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood could only muster
two hits on the game and hit into a pair
of 6-4-3 double plays. They went
down 1-2-3 in the top of the seventh to
end the game and their season.

“I get a lot of help from the de-
fense,” said Lally. “Our middle in-
field is the best double play tandem in
the state if you ask me. They were
there again today.”

For the Raiders, Colin McAlindin
came up with the Raiders’ only two
hits of the game. On the mound
Wilkinson was not on top of his game
but he was not bad either, allowing
five earned runs off of five hits, while
striking out four and walking four
other batters. Scotch Plain-Fanwood’s
victories this season usually contained
just enough timely hitting to support a
good dose of strong pitching from
Wilkinson or Timothy Geissel. With
neither element in play against
Millburn, the Raiders did not stand
much of a chance.

“I am really proud of the way these
kids bounced back after the exit from
the Union County Tournament,” said
Higgins. “This is a senior laden group
that never stopped working, never
stopped trying and to their credit,
they really surged in the second half
of the season. It has been a fun group
of players to coach.”

Millburn (22-5) would host
Watchung Hills in a semifinal game
on May 30.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 000 000 0 0
Millburn 020 120 x 5
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McLANE SCORES TWICE, ASLANIAN SCORES 1 GOAL

BrH2O Tops Blue Devils, 9-3,
In Boys Lacrosse Semifinals

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Behind three goals from Sean
McKinney, top-seeded Bridgewater-
Raritan eliminated Westfield, 9-3, in
a North Jersey, Group 4 boys lacrosse
semifinal match played on May 25 in
Bridgewater. It was the fourth straight
year in which these two familiar foes
met in the semifinal or final round
match. The victory was the Panthers’
third straight in the series.

“It is a great rivalry that we have
with Westfield,” said McKinney, a
senior. “It is always going to be physi-

cal. There is always a lot of slashing
and hitting. We felt like we could
move the ball against them though
and we did.”

The Panthers scored early for a 1-0
lead when Nick Attanasio took a feed
from Aiden Christensen and depos-
ited it in the back of the net with 7:44
left in the first quarter. It would be the
only goal of the opening quarter as
both team defenses dominated.

Slowly but surely, the host Panthers
began to gain control of the contest in
the second quarter. A goal by Jalen
Holmes at 10:46 was followed by an

unassisted goal from Mark Bieda at
4:06 to make it 3-0. Bieda swept in
from behind the net to slip one by
Blue Devil goalkeeper Jack
McCauley. Bridgewater held to the 3-
0 advantage heading into the break.

The third quarter began much as
the first half had been played with the
two squads locked in a defensive stale-
mate. That all changed in the final two
minutes as Bridgewater-Raritan’s
Ethan Locker popped free on the right
side and delivered a high overhand
shot that found its way into the back

FRIEL, WAGNER RAP HRS; SCANLON TOSSES SHUTOUT

Blue Devils Rout Piscataway
In NJ Sectional Baseball, 10-0

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield had everything working
in its 10-0 win over Piscataway in the
first round of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group IV baseball playoffs
held on May 24 in Westfield. The
Blue Devils rapped out 13 hits against
the Chiefs, including home runs by
James Friel and Chris Wagner. Mean-
while, starting pitcher Connor Scanlon
was in complete command, striking
out three batters and allowing just
three hits in six innings of shutout ball
to earn the win. Westfield, which en-
tered the tournament as the sixth seed,
earned the right to move on and face

third-seeded Bayonne in the next
round.

“We are starting to play the way we
are capable of playing,” said Westfield
Had Cach Robert Brewster. “It is the
way we felt we could play the entire
season.”

Westfield (17-8) wasted no time in
getting up on the 11th-eeded Chiefs
(13-13). The Blue Devils reached
Piscataway starter Jason Mahmood
for six runs in the bottom of the first
inning. Blue Devil batters sprayed the
ball all over the field against
Mahmood, collecting five singles in
the decisive first frame. Jake Lerie
had a two-run single to get things
started. Friel also had an RBI single in
the inning. Jake Vall-Llobera drove in
a run on a fielder’s choice. Steven
Barden singled up the middle to bring
home another run.

In the bottom of the second, the
Blue Devils went long ball against

Mahmood. After sparkplug Lerie beat
out a slow bouncer to third for an
infield single, Wagner came to the
plate. Wagner then got around on a
pitch and deposited over the right
field fence for a two-run homer that
gave Westfield an 8-0 lead.

“He threw me a fastball on the first
pitch of the at-bat,” said Wagner.
“Then he hung a curveball out over
the plate on the next pitch and I just
got around on it and pulled it.”

After Mahmood retired Kobi Wolf
on a fly ball, it was Friel’s turn to show
his power. Friel got hold of a fastball
and launched it high over the left-
center field fence for a solo home run

that made it 9-0.
“It was a fastball on the outside part

of the plate,” said Friel. “It was flat
and I saw it really good as it came in.
I knew it was gone when I got hold of
it.”

Piscataway was buried in a deep
hole and against Scanlon on this day;
they were not going to dig out of it.
Scanlon had a perfect game going
through three innings only to have it
broken up by Nick Bucci’s infield
single off of his glove to lead off the
fourth inning. The fourth inning would
be the only inning in which Piscataway
got hits.

“I felt like I was hitting the spot
with my fastballs and my curveballs
today,” said Scanlon, a senior. “The
change was working well too. It helped
me get ahead in counts and kept them
off balance.”

Scanlon threw 62 pitches in six
innings of work, a brief and efficient

performance to say the least but not
brief enough to leave him available
for duty in the Blue Devils’ next round
against the Bayonne Bees.

“Once he reached 50 pitches it was
a done deal,” said Brewster. “He
showed the best curveball he’s had all
year today. In the county finals, that
pitch was not there for him.”

The only real suspense came in
whether or not the Blue Devils would
get to the 10-run lead they needed to
end the game early. They got that in
the bottom of the sixth inning when
Wolf delivered the game winning RBI
single into leftfield completing the
10-0 rout.

Lerie singled twice, scored twice
and drove in two runs. Matthew Man-
ning and Matt McIntyre each doubled
for the Blue Devils. Westfield would
send Cory Hiltz to the hill against
Bayonne in the quarter final round.

“Hiltz is a lefty,” said Brewster.
“He has two shutouts for us this year.
He hasn’t pitched in a while for us but
he can get it done.”
Piscataway 000 000 0
Westfield 620 001 10
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Bees Sting Blue Devils
In Section Baseball

The third-seeded Bayonne High
School baseball team scored three
runs in the bottom of the second in-
ning and another two runs in the fifth
to defeated the sixth-seeded Westfield
Blue Devils, 5-2, in the quarterfinals
round of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 Tournament in Bayonne on
May 26.

Bayonne Bee pitcher Alex Medina
in his six innings on the mound, scat-
tered five hits and walked two, while
striking out three. Victor Cruz rapped
an RBI double and scored once for
the 17-9 Blue Devils. Jake Vall-
Llobera had an RBI single and James
Friel scored a run. Jake Lerie, Alex
Pancini and Kobi Wolf each singled.
Pitcher Corey Hiltz yielded 11 hits
and a pair of walks, while striking out
five.

Jim Tyminski blasted a two-run
home run for the 19-10 Bees. Medina
doubled, singled and had an RBI.
Brian Baranak had a two-run double,
Dylan Tyler singled twice and scored
once and Chris Bergalowski doubled
and scored once.
Westfield 000 000 2 2
Bayonne 030 020 x 5

Probitas Verus Honos

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ONE FINAL LAP...The Westfield Blue Devil seniors take a final lap after the North Jersey, Group 4 semifinal game with
the top-seeded Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers on May 25.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OUT OF A JAM...The Raiders come back into bat after pitcher Danny Wilkinson
got out of a jam in the game against top-seeded Millburn.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FLANKED BY POWER...Blue Devil pitcher Connor Scanlon smiles while he is
flanked by James Friel, left, and Chris Wagner, who both whacked home runs.
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Devils of the Year:
LaCorte,Rinaldi

Matt LaCorte

Picking the Devil of the Year would
be a lot easier if this was Jibbibbsville
Tech.

But we’re talking WHS, where there
are numerous all-state selections,
school record-breakers and confer-
ence, county and sectional champi-
ons wandering the halls among the
seniors in the Class of 2017.

For those who missed last week’s
Den, the candidates were:

Male: Aedan Collins, Jeff Gagum,
Owen Kessler, Matt LaCorte, Nick
Maher, Phil Martini, Jack Miller, Griff
Morgan, Mike Moriarty, Owen
Prybylski, Connor Scanlon and Jack
Shirk.

Female: Liz Brucia, Shannon
Devitt, Hannah Liddy, Keren
Moncoya, Taylor Morgan, Danielle
Rinaldi, Christina Seery and Liz
Sottung.

That’s some seriously talented
people, and really, just the 20 seniors
who jumped out at me. There were
many others.

But somebody has to be named the
DOY. And so we give you the 2017
winner(s) – Matt LaCorte and Danielle
Rinaldi.

LaCorte was a smooth operative
and the best player on the boys bas-
ketball team this winter.
Known as “Matty Ice,” he
set school records for 3-point
baskets in a game (7), season
(67) and career (150), fin-
ishing his three-year career
with 745 points, No. 17 all-
time. After taking last spring
off to concentrate on hoops,
he returned to the baseball
team this spring and handled
the all-important shortstop
position for the 2017 Union
County Tournament cham-
pions. He finished with a
team-best .440 batting aver-
age, and had a late-season
14-game hitting streak when
the team was playing its best
ball.

Matt will be playing bas-
ketball at Susquehanna Uni-
versity.

Rinaldi played basketball
and softball and, not coinci-
dentally, both teams way
over-achieved this season.
The basketball team bounced back
from a losing 2016 to post 19 wins,
the second most in school history. She
finished with 387 career points, in-
cluding 210 last winter, third behind
high-energy Molly Ryan and shot-
blocking Shannon Devitt, while lead-
ing the team in floor burns. She also
batted .367, played outstanding third
base (successfully handed 91 of 93
defensive chances) and provided se-

nior leadership for a young, talented
softball team that finished 17-6. Did
we mention she usually had the dirti-
est uniform?

Danielle will be attending the Hon-
ors Program of the Morrissey College
of Arts and Sciences at Boston Col-
lege.

Previous DOY honorees include:
Tommy Bonard (2007), Alexi Kuska
and Erin Miller (2008), Chris

DeLaFuente (2009), Matt Meserole
and Suzanne Lemberg (2010), A.J.
Murray (2011), Brennan Haley and
James O’Rourke (2012), Lexi Borr
(2013), Jack Simcox (2014) and Jack
Curry (2016). There was no selection
in 2015.

600 ON HOLD
This was New Jersey high school

tennis’ version of the Clash of the
Titans.

Last Wednesday at Mercer County
Park, No. 3-ranked WHS took on No.
1 Montgomery in the state Group 4
semifinals. After a spring of Mont-
gomery, No. 2 West Windsor-
Plainsboro South and WHS playing
king of the hill and knocking each
other off, this was the final show-
down.

As the two teams warmed up, play-

ers from other-size schools like Moun-
tain Lakes, Haddonfield, CBA,
Delbarton and New Providence gath-
ered to watch. Later, after their Group
3 semifinal ended, players from
Millburn and Moorestown joined the
army of fans.

“This is the match everybody wants
to see,” one Mountain Lakes player
said.

And while the final score – Mont-
gomery 4, WHS 1 – might not indi-
cate it, the match was evenly played
and at an extremely high level.

The Cougars have two of the state’s
top doubles teams, seeded first and
fourth in the upcoming state Doubles
Tournament. They quickly won sec-
ond dubs, and their first dubs bounced
back from a first-set loss to win a
third-set tiebreaker.

Owen Bartok won by default at No.
3 singles in a match of power (Mont-
gomery) vs. style (Bartok).

So it came down to the big guns at
first and second singles, and
Montgomery’s earned hard-fought
tiebreaker victories over Damien
Ruparel and Noah Reich.

“We gave them everything we had,”
veteran coach George Kapner said,
after WHS was denied what would
have been its 20th state tennis cham-
pionship and finished with a 24-3
record.

Lost in all the excitement and drama
was Kapner’s quest for his 600th vic-
tory. With no more matches, he sits at
599 career W’s and will now have to
wait until the 2018 season.

***
Adam Gerckens was on crutches at

Mercer Park. The first-year assistant
tennis coach tore his Achilles tendon

while playing against members of this
year’s squad during practice.
Gerckens was a co-captain on
Kapner’s 2004 squad, teaming with
Andrew Levy to win the UCT second
doubles title.
WHS FOOTBALL AT RUTGERS

This year’s WHS vs. Elizabeth foot-
ball game will be part of the second
High School Football Showcase event
at Rutgers University’s High Point
Energy Stadium. It will be Saturday,
October 14, at 1 p.m.

WHS, currently riding a 25-game
winning streak, won last year’s con-
test, 13-7, at Williams Field.

The other match-ups were not avail-
able at this time.

Last year’s inaugural event saw
Manalapan beat Piscataway, St.
Peter’s Prep down Lincoln and DePaul
defeat Pope John.

THIS AND THAT
Hannah Liddy concluded her out-

standing four-year lacrosse career with
a 47-goal, 36-assist final season. She
ranks right up there with the school’s
all-timers – Liz Cusick, Courtney
Weisse and Morgan Lang – in career
goals (fourth, 156), career assists (sec-
ond, 94) and career points (fourth,
250). Liddy’s 36 assists this season
were No. 2 all-time, behind Weisse’s
42 in 2013.

Senior Keren Moncayo became
WHS’s first sectional discus cham-
pion since 1983, when Hall of Famer
Noreen Morris captured her second
straight title.

Senior Phil Dwyer gave WHS its
second straight sectional long jump
champion, after Jelani Pierre won in
2016. Before that, you have to go
back to 1993, when Jamal Hester
won. And then it’s back to 1972 and
’73 for Kenny Blackwell’s sectional
long jump victories.

Congratulations to Mike Murray
(’06), whose Metuchen St. Joseph
baseball team won Saturday’s
Middlesex County Tournament with
a 1-0 victory over Monroe. The Fal-
cons (20-9) played CBA on Tuesday
in the South Non-Public B
quarterfinals.

CLASS OF ’18 LOADED
One of these years WHS won’t

have an awesomely talented senior
class. But that’s not going to happen
in 2017-18. Here are 60 of the out-
standing seniors in the Class of 2018
(alphabetically):

Fran Alliegro, Steve Barden, Jor-
dan Barham, Eric and Ryan Bebel,
Mike Birle, Natalie and Nicky Bond,
Stephanie Borr, Robert Brown, Grace
Cash, Jack Cifelli, Emma Conlon,

Colin Daniel, Jake Dayon, Tanner
Devin, Grace Elliott, Shea Elliott,
Alex Fasano, Sarah Fox;

Josie Greenwood, Cory Hiltz, Kyle
Huber, Luke Hunziker, Bridget
Hyland, Emma Jackler, Dylan Jack-
son, Sydney Keenan, Mike Knapp,
Kylinn Kraemer, Tate Kronick, Jake
Lerie, Muriel Maloney, Matt Man-
ning, Jack McCauley, Adam
McDaniel, Melina McDevitt, Pat
McIlroy, Mia Melao, Matt Meusel;

Ken Meyer, Catherine Moriarty,
Mark Natiello, Drew Ortiz, Sydney
Paoletti, Isaiah Reese, Matt
Rittendale, Damien Ruparel, Molly
Ryan, Jordan Sacher, Joe
SanGiacomo, Lauren Sgro, Caroline
Stockwell, Sean Taylor, Jake Vall-
Llobera, Adriana Vergara, Chris
Wagner, Steve Warren, Spencer
Weigand, Jake Wornow.

CELEBRATE STEW
After 48 years in the Westfield

school district as a teacher, coach and
administrator, Stew Carey is retiring.
All former athletes of Mr. Carey
(Edison Jr. High basketball/baseball,
Westfield High jayvee and varsity
basketball) are invited to a gathering
on June 17, hosted by Joe and Tom
Della Badia at Tom’s house on Pros-
pect Street in Westfield. Please spread
the word to your former teammates
and contact Joe (908-377-9477) or
Tom (908-370-9668) for more de-
tails and to RSVP.

IN PASSING
Gregg Allmann passed away Satur-

day at age 69. He was a founding
member, lead vocalist and keyboardist
of the great Allman Brothers Band.
“Eat a Peach” will be played during
today’s walk.

BrH2O Tops Blue Devils in Boys Lax Semi, 9-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

of the net for a 4-0 Panther advantage
with 1:59 left in the quarter.

Sophomore Devon McLane an-
swered quickly for the Blue Devils,
scoring on a feed from Nick Nolan to
get Westfield on the board at the 1:44
mark. Having scored their first goal
of the game, Westfield was in position
to make a move at Bridgewater-
Raritan but instead it was the Pan-
thers that pounced.

Sean McKinney scored his first goal
of the game from in front of the
Westfield net with :31 remaining in
the quarter and extended the

Bridgewater-Raritan lead to 5-1. Sean
McKinney then delivered a crushing
follow-up goal after the Panthers won
the face-off and teammate Mark Bieda
found him with a pass for another
goal and a 6-1 lead with :17 left in the
third quarter.

“They make you pay for mistakes,”
said Westfield Head Coach Patrick
Tuohy. “The two goals they scored
after we got our first goal at the end of

the third period was the key point in
the game and it happened within the
span of a few seconds.”

The Blue Devils looked like they
might fight their way back into the
contest early in the final quarter when
Griffin Aslanian scored with 9:40 to
play to cut the deficit to 6-2. Aslanian
made a superior move to the goal
when he played possum behind the

net with the ball then circled out and
fired a shot that found the back of the
net.

But the Panthers had an answer,
two of them in fact. Sean McKinney
scored his third goal of the game with
a nice assist from Bieda again to make
it 7-2 with 8:48 left. Then Dan
McKinney scored on an over the
shoulder flip with 7:55 remaining to
be played for an 8-2 lead.

The air seemed to come out of the
Blue Devil sails at that point. Attanasio
put the capper on Panther scoring for
the day when he flipped in a falling
sidearm goal with 5:39 left to play for
a 9-2 lead. Westfield’s McLane scored
with 1:30 left in the game to make the
final score 9-3.

For Bridgewater Raritan (17-0) and
ranked second in the state, the victory
over Westfield earns them a shot at a
sectional title against ninth-ranked
Ridgewood in a game that was sched-
uled for May 27. Sean McKinney had
three goals to lead Bridgewater-
Raritan’s offense. Bieda had one goal
and four assists. Attanasio had two
goals, while Locker, Jalen Holmes
and Dan McKinney all scored once
for the Panthers.

McLane had two goals to lead
Westfield, while Aslanian scored
once. McCauley made seven saves in
goal for Westfield, which finished its
season with a 10-7 record.

“I don’t know if this team had the
same kind of balance that some of our
other teams have had,” said Tuohy.
“But we definitely had talent on the
team. We just couldn’t finish off our
opportunities today.”
Westfield 0 0 1 2 3
BrH2O-Raritan 1 2 3 3 9

Danielle Rinaldi

Lady Panthers Defeat
Blue Devil Laxers

The hosting top-seeded
Bridgewater-Raritan High School
girls lacrosse team ended the fourth-
seeded Westfield Blue Devils’ season
with a 16-6 victory in the semifinal
round of the North 2, Group 4 Tour-
nament on May 23. Hannah Liddy led
the 10-8 Blue Devils with three goals
and two assists. Carley Farella had a
goal and an assist, while Natalie Bond
and Sydney Paoletti each netted a
goal. McKenna Edmondson and
Haley Farella each added an assist.

Ally Mastroianni had three goals
and five assists for the Lady Panthers
and Julia Lytle stuffed in five goals.
Hannah Hollingsworth had a pair of
goals and a pair of assists.
Westfield   1 5 6
BeH2O-Raritan 10 6 16

Dan Harcourt Named
GCAA All-Region Team

NORMAN, Okla. – For the sec-
ond year in a row, sophomore Danny
Harcourt (Fanwood/Saint Peter’s
Prep) of the Gettysburg College
men’s golf team has been named to
the Golf Coaches Association of
America (GCAA) Division III PING
All-Mid-Atlantic Region Team.
Harcourt represented one of the 15
players from the Mid-Atlantic Re-
gion. Seven were from Centennial
Conference schools.

Harcourt led the Bullets with his
75.2 scoring average this season,
shooting below 80 in all 20 of his
rounds and breaking 75 on nine occa-
sions. He claimed medalist honors at
three matches, starting with the Penn
State Harrisburg Invitational on Sep-
tember 18-19, when he carded a 4-
under 140 (69-71) to beat out 65
competitors. He also captured the
Hershey Cup April 2-3 with a 146
(73-73) as well as the Ursinus Invita-
tional on April 11 with a 72. Harcourt
also earned runner-up honors in four
additional meets, and his opening-
round 69 at Penn State Harrisburg
tied his career-low.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMING OFF THE FIELD...Blue Devil freshman Colin Freer walks off the field
after the North Jersey, Group 4 semifinal game with the top-seeded Bridgewater-
Raritan Panthers on May 25.

Lady Blue Devils Rap
NH Lions in Lax, 14-5
The fifth-seeded 10-7 Westfield

High School girls lacrosse team
erupted for 10 second-half goals to
defeat the fifth-seeded North
Hunterdon Lions, 14-5, in the
quarterfinal round of the North Jersey
Group 4 Tournament in Westfield on
May 19. An armada of Blue Devils
got into the scoring act, led by Sydney
Paoletti, who netted five goals and an
assist, and Hannah Liddy, who scored
once and contributed four assists.

Olivia Shields scored a goal and
had three assists and Carly Farella
added a goal and an assist. Natalie
Bond, Haley Farella, Kellie Leuthold,
Paige Radice, Parker Yarusi and
McKenna Edmondson each scored
once and Paige Dumont added an
assist. Goalkeeper Carlee Swanson
made eight saves. Lion keeper Pauline
Jaffe made 12 saves. Nicole Perez
netted three goals.
North Hunterdon 3   2 5
Westfield 4 10 14

Raiders Top Mendham,
Fall to Summit Laxers
The fourth-seeded Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School boys lacrosse
team topped fifth-seeded Mendham,
8-5, in the quarterfinal round of the
North 2, Group 3 Tournament in
Scotch Plains on May 22 then fell to
top-seeded Summit, 13-4, in the semi-
finals in Summit on May 24 to finish
its season with an 11-9 record.

Rob Gordon led the Raiders with
three goals against Mendham and
David Walker added three assists and
11 ground balls. Rich Nardon netted
a goal and an assist, while Jack Brady,
Alex Oslislo, Noah Costanzo and
Tyler Malauseena each added a goal.
Goalkeeper Riley Guma made 11
saves, while Mendham keeper Max
Scheidel had 14 saves.

Against the Hilltoppers, Anthony
Porter notched a goal and an assist for
the Raiders, while Brady, Costanzo
and Greg Oross each netted a goal.
Harry Kilkowski notched a pair of
goals and added four assists for Sum-
mit, while Jackson Tyler scored four
goals and Chris Fowler had three
goals.
Mendham 0 1 2 2 5
Sc Pl-Fanwood 2 3 0 3 8

Sc Pl-Fanwood 0 1 1 2 4
Summit 7 4 2 0 13

Hawks Slip Past Blue Devils in Section Softball
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

line in the third inning and slashed a
triple in the same direction in the
fifth. Rinaldi scored the Blue Devils’
only run.

“She was a very good pitcher but
coming into the game Coach Mac had
scouted them and gave us a heads-up
that she was going to be working
inside and outside. I tend to like in-
side pitches but when she came to the
outside, I was expecting it. So I had to
take it that way,” Rinaldi explained.

Genevieve Howell also had suc-
cess against Lombardi with a pair of
singles. Ally Gulla also singled and
Julia Romano drilled an RBI single to
center.

“She was a really great pitcher,
definitely working the outside cor-
ner all game. She moved her spots
and that’s what good pitchers do.
They rattle the batters. Pitchers never
want the batters to know what’s com-
ing and she definitely did that,”

Romano added.
Both teams performed several spec-

tacular plays and the first one came in
the top of the second inning. The 17-
5 Hawks had Amanda Leary, who
doubled, on third and another runner
on first with one out. Julie Siecinski
launched a dangerous liner to left that
was chased down by Lauren
Fernandez as Leary tagged up and
scored. Fernandez then followed up
with another fine snag in left to limit
the Hawks to one run.

In the Westfield second, Howell
led off with a little pop-up that was
dropped by the second baseman. Gulla
lashed a single to right that was mis-
handled. Howell headed towards third
but right fielder Emily Tavaras fired a
perfect strike to third baseman Brianna
Miller for the out, squashing an op-
portunity for the Blue Devils to have
runners in scoring position with no
outs.

In the Hawks’ third, Rinaldi play-
ing third base got her opportunity to
get very dirty by smothering a sizzler
and recovering in time to fire to first
for the put out. Romano at shortstop
made a leaping snag to end the inning.

“Danielle is one of the most ag-
gressive third basemen that I have
met in my entire life,” Romano ex-
pressed. “She will leave it all out on
the field. She never hesitates for a
second. She will give it her all no
matter what. She’s got your back.”

Probably the key defensive play of
the game arrived in the Westfield
third. Rinaldi doubled then Erica
Lawrence blasted a long drive down
the leftfield line but Chloe Ling man-
aged to catch it on the run as she
tumbled into the fence.

“When the ball came off the bat for
Erica, I thought it had a chance to get
out. She’s got a lot of power but it was

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COVERING FIRST BASE...Blue Devil second baseman Ally Gulla covers first on a bunt by Hawks’ runner Emily Tavaras
in the second inning and gets the put out during the state sectional quarterfinal game in Westfield on May 23.
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Dwyer, Moncayo, Mozie, Cadet Win at Sections
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159 Millburn Avenue  |  Millburn, New Jersey 07041  |  www.spectorfoerst.com  |  973.258.9200

Spector Foerst & Associates   |   Offices located in Union and Essex Counties   |   www.spectorfoerst.com   |   908.322.4886JAMES M. FOERST, ESQ.

LAND USE ISSUES? 
We help you navigate  
complex zoning laws.

DEVELOPMENTREAL ESTATE LAND USE

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Cotswolds Cottage Style Tudor is the home of your dreams. Offering 4 bedrooms and 3 1/2baths in
the Franklin School district. All the charm has been maintained yet improved and updated for today's
lifestyle.  Beautifully landscaped property with lots of special sitting areas for relaxing -you will enjoy
the quiet spaces this Spring and Summer. Versatile floor plan offers private suite ideal for ever-changing
needs, out of town guests or work at home professional. Spacious kitchen with stainless steel appliances
and terrific granite counter space as well as breakfast bar plus casual dining area with wet bar and
beverage center.  Gleaming wood floors, original beams and leaded glass windows are just a few of the
interesting architectural details that are sure to delight. Spend you early mornings in the sun room
sipping coffee and enjoying the ever changing view. Enchanting one of a kind home offers much more
than meets the eye. Make this charming sunlit home your happily ever after. Offered at $1,299,999.

Bernadette Houston, CRB

Cell: 908-209-3370
houston460@aol.com

Broker / Salesperson

“Fairytales Can Come True”

460 Hillside Avenue, Westfield
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“He made 6-4 twice this year al-
ready. I told him he had to make 6-2
on his first jump to advance and he
did that. There are small adjustments
I want him to make and he made
them. I think he’s coming in very
confident,” Raider Head Coach Rich
McGriff said.

Nelson did not clear 6-4 but did
place third with his jump to advance
to the Group 4 Championship.

Raider Colin Sullivan finished fifth
in the 1,600 with a time of 4:25.66,
followed by Blue Devil Jacob Triarsi
at 4:27.41. Raider Brandon Garcia
finished 11th at 4:36.02. Raider Izu
Mozie took third in the shot put with
a shove of 50-7.5 and Blue Devil
Costin O’Brien took fifth at 48-2. On
Day 2, Blue Devil Spencer Weigand

finished fourth at 1:56.2 (PB) and
Sullivan placed 10th in the 800 at
1:58.9.

“Colin Sullivan ran a great job to-
day in the 800. He didn’t advance in
that but yesterday in the 1600, he
advanced. Izu Mozie in the shot
moved into the finals with a 48 then
threw a 50 and change. He is throw-
ing the discus today, so we expect him
to throw well,” Coach McGriff said.

Throw well he did! Mozie whipped
the saucer 153-3 to seize first in the
event and O’Brien took eighth at 136-
9. Blue Devil Bennie Buontempo took
10th at 125-9. Blue Devil Cam
McLaughlin took fifth in the 400
hurdles with a PB time of 55.83.
Cooper Brennan, Triarsi, James
McCutcheon and Weigand finished

third in the 4x800 at 8:13.72. Blue
Devil Ian Humphrey at 151-6 and Joe
San Giacomo at 150-9 took 6-7 in the
javelin.

McLaughlin, Dan Audino, Rob
Brown and Dwyer finished third in
the 4x100 at 43.71. Audino, Brown,
McLaughlin and Weigand took sixth
in the 4x400 at 3:23.17. Raider Ben
Fleischer finished sixth in the 3,200
at 9:44.46, while Blue Devils Jon
Givelber at 10:01 and Ben Salerno at
10:14.82 finished 8-13. Raider
Dwight Laylor took 11th in the 200 at
23.25.

For the Group 4 girls, Moncayo
won the discus with a toss of 111-9
and Raider Madeline Weber took
fourth at 103-7. In the 4x800, Blue

Cougars Outlast Ferris in 10-Inning Classic, 5-4
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

a bunt single to load the bases with no
outs. A strikeout was followed by a
double play. The third inning had
Oblachinski on third and Bakie on
second with one out but another
strikeout followed by a grounder back
to the mound kept the score 0-0.

“Getting runs early is definitely
key. If you go up early in most high
school games, you will win. Not scor-
ing runs there definitely came back to

bite us but in the end it didn’t really
matter,” Oblachinski said.

“Coach Mac always talks about
situational hitting. Early in the game
we were not that successful with it but
later in the game, we usually get bet-
ter and we come through when it
really matters,” Bakie said.

“We definitely were a little bit frus-
trated but we stuck with it and kept
getting better,” Szczech added.

The Bulldogs broke into the scor-
ing column in the top of the fifth when
Frank Hernandez singled and Miguel
Valentin launched a two-run homer
over the leftfield fence.

But Oblachinski got his team going
in the Cougar fifth. After reaching
first, Oblachinski quickly stole sec-
ond, his second of the afternoon, and
dashed to third on a wild pitch.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

three feet too short and that leftfielder
made a heck of a play,” Coach
MacDonald expressed.

The Hawks scored twice in the fifth
to take a 3-0 lead. After centerfielder
Jordan Sacher made a smooth catch
of a fading liner for the first out, Ling
and Lombardi each singled, Brianna
Zederbaum slapped an RBI single to

right and Brianna Miller lofted an
RBI sacrifice fly to left.

In the Westfield fifth, Rinaldi
slashed her one-out triple down the
right field line and scored on
Romano’s RBI single to center.

Romano got her opportunity to get
dirty twice in the sixth inning with a
diving grab of a liner and scoop of a

wicked grounder that she converted
to an out.

“I’ve played with Julia for a long
time and there’s nothing better than
playing with someone who you can
have full confidence in, especially
right next to you. Julia is always will-
ing to give 115 percent. She’s never

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMPETING IN THE 800 METERS...Blue Devils Devyn Heinzerling, No. 1, and Jessica Stern, No. 9, competed in the 800
meters during the sectional track & field meet at Ridge High School on May 27.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE FORCE OUT...Cougar shortstop Brian Oblachinski, No. 35, tossed to second baseman Tyler Szczech to get
the force out on Bulldog Fernando Zayas, No. 15, in the seventh inning of the North 2, Group 3 Tournament in Cranford.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCORING THE THIRD RUN...Ashley Lombardi scores the Hawks’ third run in the fifth inning as Blue Devil catcher Erica
Lawrence and pitcher Bridget Hyland, No. 22, cover in Westfield on May 23.
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JP Stevens Hawks Slip Past Westfield Blue Devils, 3-1, in North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Softball
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TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD, CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-04

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD,
CHAPTER 136 LAND DEVELOPMENT

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Abandoned Property Rehabilitation Act (N.J.S.A. 55:19-78
et seq.), the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford has the power to establish
an Abandoned Property List and to establish and adopt specific municipal powers that are
authorized to municipalities under the New Jersey Abandoned Property and Rehabilita-
tion Act, N.J.S.A. 55:19-78 et seq., (the “Act”).

WHEREAS the Township Committee strongly agrees with the Act that abandoned
properties, particularly those in close proximity to occupied residences and businesses,
create a wide range of problems for the communities in which they are located, fostering
criminal activity, creating public health problems and otherwise diminishing the quality of
life for residents and business operators in those areas.

WHEREAS the Township Committee strongly agrees with the Act that abandoned
properties diminish the property values of neighboring properties and have a negative
effect on the quality of life of adjacent property owners, increasing the risk of property
damage through arson and vandalism and discouraging neighborhood stability and
revitalization.

WHEREAS the Township Committee strongly agrees with the Act that, for these
reasons, abandoned properties are presumptively considered to be nuisances, in view of
their negative effects on nearby properties and the residents or users of those properties.

WHEREAS the Township Committee strongly agrees with the Act that it is the
responsibility of property owners to maintain property in sound condition and to prevent
it from becoming a nuisance to others even when that property is not in use; and that the
failure by an owner to comply with legitimate orders to demolish, stabilize or otherwise
repair his or her property leads to the deterioration and loss of the property, or ‘demolition
by neglect,’ and creates a presumption that the owner has abandoned the property.

WHEREAS the Township Committee strongly agrees with the Act that many aban-
doned buildings still have potential value for residential and other uses and such buildings
should be preserved rather than demolished, wherever feasible, particularly buildings
that have historic or architectural value, or contribute to maintaining the character of
neighborhoods or streetscapes, or both, as the case may be.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township
of Cranford, in the County of Union, State of New Jersey, as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 136 of the Land Development Ordinances of the Township of
Cranford shall be amended by the inclusion of a new Article X which shall be entitled
“Abandoned Properties,” which shall read in its entirety as follows:

SECTION 2.

§ 136-91. Definitions.
The following terms, as used in this chapter, shall have the following meanings:
“Abandoned property” means any property that is determined to be abandoned

pursuant to the provisions of Section 136-93.
“Abandoned property list” means a list of properties identified by the public officer,

designated pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:48-2.5, to establish and maintain a list of properties
that contains the tax block and lot number, the name of the owner of record, if known, and
the street address of the lot, pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 55:19-55.

“Interested Party” means any resident of the Township of Cranford, any owner or
operator of a business within the Township, or any organization representing the interests
of residents, business owners or otherwise engaged in furthering the revitalization and
improvement of the neighborhood in which the property is located.

“Lienholder” or “mortgage holder” means any person or entity holding a note, mortgage
or other interest secured by the building or any part thereof.

“Owner” means the holder or holders of title to an abandoned property.
“Property” means any building or structure and the land appurtenant thereto.
“Public officer” shall mean the Building Inspector or other public officer designated by

the mayor of the Township of Cranford, pursuant to section N.J.S.A. 40:48-2.4, or any
officer of the Township qualified to carry out the responsibilities set forth under the
provisions of this chapter and as designated by the mayor.

“Qualified rehabilitation entity” means an entity organized or authorized to do business
under the New Jersey statutes which shall have as one of its purposes the construction
or rehabilitation of residential or non-residential buildings, the provision of affordable
housing, the restoration of abandoned property, the revitalization and improvement of
urban neighborhoods, or similar purpose, and which shall be well qualified by virtue of its
staff, professional consultants, financial resources, and prior activities set forth in this
chapter to carry out the rehabilitation of vacant buildings in urban areas.

§ 136-92. Public Officer Designated
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:48-2.5, the Township of Cranford Building Inspector is hereby

designated and appointed as the public officer to exercise the powers prescribed by this
chapter

§ 136-93. Abandoned property; criteria
Except as provided in Section 136-96, any property that has not been legally occupied

for a period of six months and which meets any one of the following additional criteria may
be deemed to be abandoned property upon a determination by the public officer that:

a. The property is in need of rehabilitation in the reasonable judgment of the public
officer, and no rehabilitation has taken place during that six-month period;

b. Construction was initiated on the property and was discontinued prior to completion,
leaving the building unsuitable for occupancy, and no construction has taken place for at
least six months as of the date of a determination by the public officer pursuant to this
section;

c. At least one installment of property tax remains unpaid and delinquent on that
property in accordance with Chapter 4 of Title 54 of the Revised Statutes as of the date
of a determination by the public officer pursuant to this section; or

d. The property has been determined to be a nuisance by the public officer in
accordance with Section 136-94.

A property which contains both residential and non-residential space may be consid-
ered abandoned pursuant to the criteria set forth in this chapter so long as two-thirds or
more of the total net square footage of the building was previously legally occupied as
residential space and none of the residential space has been legally occupied for at least
six months at the time of the determination of abandonment by the public officer and the
property meets the criteria of either subsection a. or subsection d. of this section.

§ 136-94. Nuisance property; criteria
A property may be determined to be a nuisance if:
a. The property has been found to be unfit for human habitation, occupancy or use

pursuant to Chapter 81 of the Township of Cranford Municipal Code;
b. The condition and vacancy of the property materially increases the risk of fire to the

property and adjacent properties;
c. The property is subject to unauthorized entry leading to potential health and safety

hazards; the owner has failed to take reasonable and necessary measures to secure the
property; or the Township has secured the property in order to prevent such hazards after
the owner has failed to do so;

d. The presence of vermin or the accumulation of debris, uncut vegetation or physical
deterioration of the structure or grounds have created potential health and safety hazards
and the owner has failed to take reasonable and necessary measures to remove the
hazards; or

e. The dilapidated appearance or other condition of the property materially affects the
welfare, including the economic welfare, of the residents of the area in close proximity to
the property, and the owner has failed to take reasonable and necessary measures to
remedy the conditions.

The public officer who determines a property to be a nuisance pursuant to subsections
b. through e. of this section shall follow the notification procedures set forth in N.J.S.A.
40:48-2.3 et seq.

§ 136-95. Abandoned Properties List
a. The public officer shall establish and maintain a list of properties deemed to be

abandoned properties pursuant to this Chapter. All properties listed shall include the tax
block and lot number, the name of the owner of record, if known, and the street address
of the lot, pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 55:19-55.

b. Abandoned Property shall not be included on the Abandoned Property List if
rehabilitation is being performed in a timely manner, as evidenced by building permits
issued and diligent pursuit of rehabilitation work authorized by those permits.

c. The public officer shall establish the abandoned property list or any additions thereto
by publication in the official newspaper of the municipality, which publication shall
constitute public notice and, within 10 days after publication, shall send a notice, by
certified mail, return receipt requested, and by regular mail, to the owner of record of every
property included on the list. The published and mailed notices shall identify property
determined to be abandoned setting forth the owner of record, if known, the tax lot and
block number and street address. The public officer, in consultation with the tax collector,
shall also send out a notice by regular mail to any mortgagee, servicing organization, or
property tax processing organization that receives a duplicate copy of the tax bill pursuant
to subsection d. of N.J.S.A. 54:4-64. When the owner of record is not known for a particular
property and cannot be ascertained by the exercise of reasonable diligence by the tax
collector, notice shall not be mailed but instead shall be posted on the property in the
manner as provided in N.J.S.A. 40:48-2.7. The mailed notice shall indicate the factual
basis for the public officer’s finding that the property is abandoned property as that term
is defined in N.J.S.A. 55:19-54 and the rules and regulations promulgated thereunder,
specifying the information relied upon in making such finding. In all cases a copy of the
mailed or posted notice shall also be filed by the public officer in the office of the Union
County Clerk. This filing shall have the same force and effect as a notice of lis pendens

under N.J.S.2A:15-6. The notice shall be indexed by the name of the property owner as
defendant and the name of the municipality as plaintiff, as though an action had been
commenced by the municipality against the owner.

d. The public officer, within ten days of the establishment of the abandoned property list,
or any additions thereto, shall send by regular mail, facsimile or electronic mail, a copy of
the abandoned property list to the electric and gas utilities serving the municipality.

e. An Owner or Lien Holder may challenge the inclusion of his property on the
Abandoned Property List by appealing that determination to the Public Officer within thirty
(30) days of the Owner’s receipt of the certified notice or forty (40) days from the date upon
which the notice was sent.  An Owner whose identity was not known to the Public Officer
shall have forty (40) days from the date upon which notice was published or posted,
whichever is later, to challenge the inclusion of a property on the Abandoned Property List.
For good cause shown, the public officer shall accept a late filing of an appeal.

f. Within thirty (30) days of receipt of a request for an appeal of the findings contained
in the notice pursuant to subsection e. this section, the public officer shall schedule a
hearing for redetermination of the matter. Any property included on the list shall be
presumed to be Abandoned Property unless the Owner, through the submission of an
affidavit or certification by the property Owner averring that the property is not abandoned
and stating the reasons for such averment, can demonstrate that the property was
erroneously included on the list.  The affidavit or certification shall be accompanied by
supporting documentation, such as but not limited to photographs, and repair invoices,
bills and construction contracts.  The sole ground for appeal shall be that the property in
question is not Abandoned Property as that term is defined in N.J.S.A. 55:19-54.  The
Public Officer shall decide any timely filed appeal within ten (10) days of the hearing on
the appeal and shall promptly, by certified mail, return receipt requested, and by regular
mail, notify the Property Owner of the decision and the reasons therefore.

g. The Property Owner may challenge an adverse determination as the result of an
appeal with the Public Officer pursuant to subsections e. and f. of this section, by
instituting, in accordance with the New Jersey Court Rules, a summary proceeding in the
Superior Court, Law Division, Union County, which action shall be tried de-novo. Such
action shall be instituted within 20 days of the date of the notice of decision mailed by the
Public Officer pursuant to subsection ‘f’ of this section.  The sole ground for appeal shall
be that the Property in question is not Abandoned Property as that term is defined in
N.J.S.A. 55:19-54. The failure to institute an action of appeal on a timely basis shall
constitute a jurisdictional bar to challenging the adverse determination, except that, for
good cause shown, the court may extend the deadline for instituting the action.  The Public
Officer shall promptly remove any property from the Abandoned Property List that has
been determined not to be abandoned on appeal.

h. The Abandoned Property List shall become effective, and the Township shall have
the right to pursue any legal remedy with respect to properties on the Abandoned Property
List at such time as any one Property has been placed on the list in accordance with the
provisions of this section, upon the expiration of the period for appeal with respect to that
Property or upon the denial of an appeal brought by the Property Owner.

§ 136-96. Property not to be placed on the abandoned property list; conditions
a. If an entity other than the Township of Cranford has purchased or taken assignment

from the Township of a tax sale certificate on a property that has not been legally occupied
for a period of six months, that property shall not be placed on the abandoned property
list pursuant to Section 136-93 if: (1) the owner of the certificate has continued to pay all
municipal taxes and liens on the property in the tax year when due; and (2) the owner of
the certificate takes action to initiate foreclosure proceedings within six months after the
property is eligible for foreclosure pursuant to either subsection a. or subsection b. of
N.J.S.A. 54:5-86, as appropriate, and diligently pursues foreclosure proceedings in a
timely fashion thereafter.

b. A property which is used on a seasonal basis shall be deemed to be abandoned only
if the property meets any two of the additional criteria set forth in Section 136-93.

c. A determination that a property is abandoned property under the provisions of this
chapter shall not constitute a finding that the use of the property has been abandoned for
purposes of municipal zoning or land use regulation.

d. Upon the request of a purchaser or assignee of a tax sale certificate seeking to bar
the right of redemption on an abandoned property pursuant to subsection b. of N.J.S.A.
54:5-86, the public officer or the tax collector shall, in a timely fashion, provide the
requester with a certification that the property fulfills the definition of abandoned property
according to the criteria set forth in Sections 136-93 and 136-94.

§ 136-97. Action to transfer possession and control of abandoned property
The Township of Cranford, or its designee, may bring a summary action or otherwise

to transfer possession and control of any abandoned property in need of rehabilitation in
the Superior Court Law Division.

Upon the court granting possession and control of the property to the Township, the
Township may thereafter commence and maintain those further proceedings for the
conservation, protection or disposal of the property or any part thereof that are required
to rehabilitate the property, necessary to recoup the cost and expenses of rehabilitation
and for the sale of the property.

Failure by the owner, mortgage holder or lien holder to submit plans for rehabilitation
to the Township, or to obtain appropriate construction permits for rehabilitation or, in the
alternative, submit formal applications for funding the cost of rehabilitation to local, state
or federal agencies providing such funding within that six-month period shall be deemed
prima facie evidence that the owner has failed to take any action to further the
rehabilitation of the property.

§ 136-98. Notice of Action to Transfer Possession and Control of Abandoned
Property

a. At least thirty (30) days before filing a complaint pursuant to Section 136-97, the
Township of Cranford shall serve a notice of intention to take possession of an abandoned
property. The notice shall inform the owner and interested parties that the property has
not been legally occupied for six months and of those criteria that led to a determination
of abandonment pursuant to Section 136-93.

The notice shall provide that unless the owner or a party in interest prepares and
submits a rehabilitation plan to the appropriate Township officials, the Township or its
designee will seek to gain possession of the building to rehabilitate the property and the
associated cost shall be a lien against the property, which may be satisfied by the sale of
the property, unless the owner applies to the court for reinstatement of control of the
property.

b. After serving the notice of intent pursuant to subsection a. of this section, the
Township or its designee may enter upon that property after written notice to the owner
by certified mail, return receipt requested, in order to secure, stabilize or repair the
property, or in order to inspect the property for purposes of preparing the plan to be
submitted to the court.

§ 136-99. Exercise of rights to further rehabilitation and reuse of property;
designation of qualified rehabilitation entity

a. The Township of Cranford may exercise its rights under the provisions of this chapter,
and under New Jersey Statutes Title 55, Chapter 19, directly or may designate a qualified
rehabilitation entity to act as its designee for the purpose of exercising its rights where that
designation will further the rehabilitation and reuse of the property consistent with
municipal plans and objectives. This designation shall be made by the mayor of the
Township, who may delegate this authority to the public officer.

b. Regardless of whether the Township exercises its rights directly or designates a
qualified rehabilitation entity pursuant to this section, while in possession of a property
pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, the Township shall maintain, safeguard, and
maintain insurance on the property. Notwithstanding the Township’s possession of the
property, nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to relieve the owner of the property of
any civil or criminal liability or any duty imposed by reason of acts or omissions of the
owner including of any obligation the owner or any other person may have for the payment
of taxes or other municipal liens and charges, or mortgages or liens to any party, whether
those taxes, charges or liens are incurred before or after the granting of possession.

c. Pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 55:19-91, where the Township has designated
a qualified rehabilitation entity to act on its behalf, the qualified rehabilitation entity shall
provide quarterly reports to the Township on its activities and progress toward rehabili-
tation and reuse of the property, and the Township or qualified rehabilitation entity, as the
case may be, shall provide such reports to the court as the court determines to be
necessary.

d. Pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 55:19-91, the Township shall file a notice of
completion with the court, and shall also serve a copy on the owner and any mortgage
holder or lien holder, at such time as the Township has determined that no more than six
months remain to the anticipated date on which rehabilitation will be complete. This notice
shall include an affidavit of the public officer attesting that rehabilitation can realistically
be anticipated to be complete within that time period, and a statement setting forth such
actions as it plans to undertake to ensure that reuse of the property takes place consistent
with the plan.

§ 136-100 Procedure to Gain Title to Property; Authorization to Sell; Proceeds
a. Pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 55:19-96, where the Township of Cranford

seeks to gain title to the property, it shall purchase the property for fair market value on
such terms as the court shall approve, and may place the proceeds of sale in escrow with
the court.

b. The court may authorize the Township to sell the building free and clear of liens,
claims and encumbrances, in which event all such liens, claims and encumbrances shall
be transferred to the proceeds of sale with the same priority as existed prior to resale in
accordance with the provisions of this section, except that municipal liens shall be paid
at settlement. The proceeds of the purchase of the property shall be distributed as set forth
in Section 136-101.

c. The Township may seek approval of the court to sell the property to a third party when
the court finds that such conveyance will further the effective and timely rehabilitation and

reuse of the property.
d. Upon approval by the court the Township shall sell the property on such terms and

at such price as the court shall approve, and may place the proceeds of sale in escrow
with the court. The court may order a distribution of the proceeds of sale after paying court
costs in the order of priority set forth in Section 136-101.

§ 136-101. Distribution of Proceeds
The proceeds paid pursuant to Section 136-100 shall be distributed in the following

order of priority:
a. The costs and expenses of sale;
b. Other governmental liens;
c. Repayment of principal and interest on any borrowing or indebtedness incurred by

the Township of Cranford and granted priority lien status pursuant to Section 136-102.
d. A reasonable development fee to the Township consistent with the standards for

development fees established for rehabilitation programs by the New Jersey Department
of Community Affairs or the New Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency;

e. Other valid liens and security interests, in accordance with their priority; and
f. The owner.

§ 136-102. Public officer; authority to place lien on property; remedies
a. Pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 55:19-98, the public officer, with the approval

of the court, may place a lien on the property to cover any costs of the Township of
Cranford in connection with a proceeding under the provisions of this chapter incurred
prior to the grant by the court of an order of possession under this chapter, which may
include costs incurred to stabilize or secure the property to ensure that it can be
rehabilitated in a cost-effective manner. Any such lien shall be considered a municipal lien
for the purposes of N.J.S.A. 54:5-9 with the rights and status of a municipal lien pursuant
thereto.

b. With the exception of the holding of special tax sales pursuant to Section 136-104 of
this chapter, the remedies available under this chapter shall be available to the Township
with respect to any abandoned property, whether or not the Township has established an
abandoned property list as provided in N.J.S.A. 55:19-55 and whether or not the property
has been included on any such list.

§ 136-103 Recourse of the Township of Cranford against individuals or corpo-
rations

With respect to any lien placed against any real property pursuant to the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 40:48-2.3 or N.J.S.A. 40:48-2.5, or N.J.S.A. 40:48-2.3a, or any receiver’s lien
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 2A:42-114, et al., the Township of Cranford shall have recourse with
respect to the lien against any asset of the owner of the property if an individual, against
any asset of any partner if a partnership, and against any asset of any owner of a ten (10)
percent interest or greater if the owner is any other business organization or entity
recognized pursuant to law.

§ 136-104. Properties eligible for tax sales; requirements of the Township of
Cranford; notice

The Township of Cranford may hold special tax sales with respect to those properties
eligible for tax sale pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:5-19 which are also on an abandoned property
list established by the Township pursuant to section N.J.S.A. 55:19-55. Any such special
tax sale shall be subject to the following provisions:

a. The Township shall establish criteria for eligibility to bid on properties at the sale,
which may include, but shall not be limited to: documentation of the bidder’s ability to
rehabilitate or otherwise reuse the property consistent with municipal plans and regula-
tions; commitments by the bidder to rehabilitate or otherwise reuse the property,
consistent with municipal plans and regulations; commitments by the bidder to take action
to foreclose on the tax lien by a date certain; and such other criteria as the Township may
determine are necessary to ensure that the properties to be sold will be rehabilitated or
otherwise reused in a manner consistent with the public interest;

b. The Township may establish minimum bid requirements for a special tax sale that
may be less than the full amount of the taxes, interest and penalties due, the amount of
such minimum bid to be at the sole discretion of the Township, in order to ensure that the
properties to be sold will be rehabilitated or otherwise reused in a manner consistent with
the public interest;

c. The Township may combine properties into bid packages, and require that bidders
place a single bid on each package, and reject any and all bids on individual properties
that have been included in bid packages;

d. The Township may sell properties subject to provisions that, if the purchaser fails to
carry out any commitment that has been set forth as a condition of sale pursuant to
subsection A of this section or misrepresents any material qualification that has been
established as a condition of eligibility to bid pursuant thereto, then the properties and any
interest thereto acquired by the purchaser shall revert to the Township, and any amount
paid by the purchaser to the Township at the special tax sale shall be forfeited to the
Township;

e. In the event there are two or more qualified bidders for any property or bid package
in a special tax sale, the Township may designate the unsuccessful but qualified bidder
whose bid was closest to the successful bid as an eligible purchaser;

f. In the event that the purchaser of that property or bid package fails to meet any of the
conditions of sale established by the Township pursuant to this section, and their interest
in the property or properties reverts to the Township, the Township may subsequently
designate the entity previously designated as an eligible purchaser as the winning bidder
for the property or properties, and assign the tax sale certificates to that entity on the basis
of that entity’s bid at the special tax sale, subject to the terms and conditions of the special
tax sale;

g. The Township shall provide notice of a special tax sale pursuant to N.J.S.A 54:5-26.
The notice shall include any special terms of sale established by the Township pursuant
to subsection b., c. or d. of this section. Nothing herein shall prohibit the Township from
holding a special tax sale on the same day as a standard or accelerated tax sale.

§ 136-105. Eminent domain proceedings; establishment of fair market value
With respect to any eminent domain proceeding carried out under N.J.S.A. 55:19-56,

the fair market value of the property shall be established on the basis of an analysis which
determines independently:

a. The cost to rehabilitate and reuse the property for such purpose as is appropriate
under existing planning and zoning regulations governing its reuse or to demolish the
existing property and construct a new building on the site, including all costs ancillary to
rehabilitation such as, but not limited to, marketing and legal costs;

b. The realistic market value of the reused property after rehabilitation or new
construction, taking into account the market conditions particular to the neighborhood of
the Township of Cranford in which the property is located; and

c. The extent to which the cost exceeds or does not exceed the market value after
rehabilitation, or demolition and new construction, and the extent to which any “as is” value
of the property prior to rehabilitation can be added to the cost of rehabilitation or demolition
and new construction without the resulting combined cost exceeding the market value as
separately determined. If the appraisal finds that the cost of rehabilitation or demolition
and new construction, as appropriate, exceeds the realistic market value after rehabilita-
tion or demolition and new construction, there shall be a rebuttable presumption in all
proceedings under this subsection that the fair market value of the abandoned property
is zero, and that no compensation is due the owner.

§ 136-106. Removal of property from abandoned property list
If a property, which an entity other than the Township of Cranford has purchased or

taken assignment from the Township of a tax sale certificate, is placed on the abandoned
property list, the property shall be removed from the list if the owner of the certificate pays
all municipal taxes and liens due on the property within thirty (30) days after the property
is placed on the list; provided, however, that if the owner of the certificate fails to initiate
foreclosure proceedings within six months after the property was first placed on the list,
the property shall be restored to the abandoned property list.

§ 136-107. Request for property to be placed on abandoned property list
a. Any interested party may submit in writing a request to the public officer that a property

be included on the abandoned property list prepared pursuant to N.J.S.A. 55:19-55,
specifying the street address and block and lot number of the property to be included, and
the grounds for its inclusion. Within thirty (30) days of receipt of any such request, the
public officer shall provide a written response to the party, either indicating that the
property will be added to the list of abandoned properties or, if not, the reasons for not
adding the property to the list. For the purposes of this section, “interested party” shall
include any resident of the Township of Cranford, any owner or operator of a business
within the Township or any organization representing the interests of residents or
engaged in furthering the revitalization and improvement of the neighborhood in which the
property is located.

b. Any interested party may participate in any redetermination hearing held by the public
officer pursuant to N.J.S.A. 55:19-55. Upon written request by any interested party, the
public officer shall provide the party with at least twenty (20) days’ notice of any such
hearing. The party shall provide the public officer with notice at least ten (10) days before
the hearing of its intention to participate, and the nature of the testimony or other
information that it proposes to submit at the hearing.

SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby
repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall become effective upon final passage and publication
according to law.

NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the foregoing ordinance was finally passed at a
meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on May 23,
2017.

Tara Rowley, Municipal Clerk
1 T - 6/1/17, The Leader Fee: $690.80

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE                     PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE                     PUBLIC NOTICE

afraid to lay her whole body out there
and get dirty for a ball. There’s a lot of
girls who wouldn’t do that. I never
have a doubt when there’s a ball in
between, there’s a chance that she
always does it. She’s relentless and
that’s a great quality to have when
you are an underclassman. She’s go-
ing to do great things,” Rinaldi pre-
dicted.

“Another person, who made a re-
ally good play was Jo[rdan Sacher] in
center. That line drive was right at her
and it was sinking fast. She had a
really good glove angle and found a
way to make that catch,” Coach
MacDonald pointed out.

Through the sixth and seventh in-
nings, Lombardi retired all six Blue
Devils batters, all on fly balls.

“When you get in a state tourna-
ment like this, you are going to face
excellent teams, who you can’t make
any mistakes on. They [Hawks] played
really good defense today, executed
with runners in scoring position more
often than we did and that’s why they
came out the winner,” Coach

MacDonald said.
“They did a very good job of play-

ing the way they needed to play to win
the game. When that means hustling

after a ball that gets by and making a
play, they did just that. We might have
hesitated a little bit on the bases but
they took advantage of that. The
leftfielder made a couple of spectacu-
lar plays on Erica’s ball. You just got
to give them credit, move on and we
weren’t able to come back from that.
That’s why they come out on top
today,” Rinaldi said.

The Blue Devils finished their sea-
son with a 17-6 record, far better than
last year when they had 14 losses.

“This year there was a whole new
level of confidence on the team. We
were all ready to play right from the
beginning. We put a lot of work in, in
the off-season and it really paid off.
Every girl on this team comes here to
play. They want it. Last year there was
a little lack of confidence but this year
we all came out running. We wanted to
do it for our seniors. They all stepped
up this year,” Romano said.

“It’s always hard when that doubt is
in your mind and last year that doubt
was there. This year we were able to
come out confident like Julia said.

GREAT SPORTS…Brennan Wright of Westfield and Allison Haley of Colonia,
seniors at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison, represented their school at
the GMC Sportsmanship Luncheon last week. Coaches Mike Howell of Piscataway,
Jim Howard of North Plainfield, Mike Romeo of Plainfield and Elizabeth Martin
of South Plainfield joined the W-H honorees.

Everybody on this team found a way
to believe that if the ball is coming to
them, they could field it every play,
that they could hit it every single at-
bat. That confidence was the turning

point that catalyzed the change from
a significantly losing team to a very
strong team this year,” Rinaldi said.
JP Stevens 010 020 0 3
Westfield 000 010 0 1

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING A PIECE OF THE BALL...Blue Devil Erica Lawrence fouls off the
ball in the third inning of the game against the JP Stevens Hawks.
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Cougars Outlast Ferris, 5-4,
In 10-Inning Baseball Classic
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-001008-17
FILE NO. 22744-16

NOTICE TO REDEEM

TTLBL, LLC; PLAINTIFF VS.
ROSA ALVARENGA-MEJIA;
JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
ROSA ALVARENGA-MEJIA;
DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS
TRUSTEE FOR LONG BEACH
MORTAGE LOAN TRUST
2006-2; ATCF II NJ LLC; PALI-
SADES COLLECTION LLC;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: ROSA ALVARENGA-MEJIA;
JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF ROSA
ALVARENGA-MEJIA;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on May 25, 2017, the Superior Court
Fixed July 10, 2017 between the hours of
nine o’clock in the forenoon and four o’clock
in the afternoon, prevailing time, at the
office of the Tax Collector of PLAINFIELD,
located at 515 WATCHUNG AVENUE,
PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07060 as the
time and place when and where you may
pay to the plaintiff the amount so found due
for principal and interest on its certificate of
tax sale as follows:

LOT 49 BLOCK 218 on the tax duplicate
of  PLAINFIELD. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 14-0178 is
$36,596.53, together with interest from
May 15, 2017 and costs of $1,235.00.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 6/1/17, The Leader Fee: $52.53

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-07

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF CRANFORD, CHAP-
TER 98 DOGS AND OTHER
ANIMALS.

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.2 requires
that any person who owns, keeps or har-
bors a dog of licensing age shall register
such animal with the municipality within
which he or she resides; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.2 provides
that such licenses may be issued on an
annual or 3-year basis; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.2 sets forth
applicable fees for both annual and 3-year
licenses, plus the additional sum fixed by
state law; and

WHEREAS, the Chapter 98 of the Mu-
nicipal Code of the Township of Cranford
currently requires all domestic dogs and
cats of licensing age to be licensed and
registered annual; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee
of the Township of Cranford has deter-
mined, for purposed of public safety and
convenience, to adopt a 3-year license
scheme for domestic dogs and cats of
licensing age.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Township Committee of the Town-
ship of Cranford, in the County of Union,
State of New Jersey, as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 98 of the Munici-
pal Code of the Township of Cranford,
Article II, Section 98-2 is amended as
follows:

§ 98-2. Annual License and tag; place-
ment of tags on dogs.

Any person who shall own, keep or har-
bor a dog of licensing age in the Township
shall, in the month of January in each year,
apply for and procure from the Chief of
Police or his agent a license and official
metal registration tag for each such dog so
owned, kept or harbored and shall place
upon each such dog a collar or harness
with the registration tag securely fastened
thereto.

SECTION 2.  Chapter 98 of the Munici-
pal Code of the Township of Cranford,
Article II, Section 98-5.A is amended as
follows:

§ 98-5. Fees; exceptions; late charge.
A. Except as otherwise provided in Sub-

section B of this section, the person apply-
ing for the license and registration tag shall
pay to the Township of Cranford a fee of
$18 for one-year licenses for the licensing
of for each spayed or neutered dog, $54 for
three-year licenses of each spayed or neu-
tered dog, and $21 for one-year licenses
for each non-spayed or nonneutered dog,
and $63 for three-year licenses for each
non-spayed or nonneutered dog, plus the
additional sum fixed by state law for the
registration of dog. Said licenses, registra-
tion tags and renewals thereof shall expire
on the last day of January of the respective
year of expirationeach year. There shall
be a late fee charge of $1 per calendar
month for each dog license renewal is-
sued after its expiration January 31 of any
year.

SECTION 3.  Chapter 98 of the Munici-
pal Code of the Township of Cranford,
Article III, Section 98-19 is amended as
follows:

§ 98-19. Licensing requirements.
Each cat must have its license number

displayed. Any person who shall own, keep,
harbor or maintain a cat of licensing age
shall annually apply for and procure from
the Chief of Police or his designated repre-
sentative a license and official metal regis-
tration tag with license number or a regis-
tration sleeve for each cat so owned, kept,
harbored or maintained and shall place
upon such cat a collar or other device with
the license number securely fastened or
displayed. Acceptable methods of display-
ing the license number shall include but
are not limited to breakaway or elastic
collars. License tags are not transferrable.

SECTION 4.  Chapter 98 of the Munici-
pal Code of the Township of Cranford,
Article III, Section 98-22.D. is deleted in its
entirety and replaced as follows:

. . .
D. License fee schedule. A license shall

be issued as follows: for each calendar
year or portion thereof, a payment of $18
for each spayed or neutered cat and $21
for each non-spayed or non-neutered cat.
Said licenses, registration tags and re-
newals thereof shall expire on the last day
of January each year. There shall be a late
fee charge of $1 per calendar month for
each cat license renewal issued after Janu-
ary 31 of any year.

A. The person applying for the license
and registration tag shall pay to the Town-
ship of Cranford a fee of $18 for one-year
licenses for each spayed or neutered cat,
$54 for three-year licenses of each spayed
or neutered cat, $21 for one-year licenses
for each non-spayed or nonneutered cat,
and $63 for three-year licenses for each
non-spayed or nonneutered cat. Said li-
censes, registration tags and renewals
thereof shall expire on the last day of
January of the respective year of expira-
tion. There shall be a late fee charge of $1
per calendar month for each cat license
renewal issued after its expiration.

. . .
SECTION 5. All ordinances or parts of

ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistency.

SECTION 6. Upon final passage and
publication according to law, this ordinance
shall become effective immediately.

NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced
and approved on first reading at a meeting
of the Township Committee of the Town-
ship of Cranford, New Jersey on Tuesday,
May 23, 2017 and will be further consid-
ered for final passage after public hearing
to be held at the Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
on Tuesday, June 27, 2017 at 8:00 PM or
as soon thereafter as this matter can be
reached. All persons interested will be
given the opportunity to be heard concern-
ing such ordinance.

Tara Rowley
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 6/1/17, The Leader Fee: $124.95

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
403 SOUTH AVENUE

GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027

RESOLUTION NO. 17-122

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough
of Garwood has determined that there
exists a need for professional services for
the preparation of a redevelopment plan
for the South Side of South Avenue Rede-
velopment Project Phase II; and

WHEREAS, the said Governing Body
has determined that such services are
professional services as defined in the
Local Public Contracts Law of the State of
New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law requires that a notice stating the na-
ture, duration, services and amount of
each contract awarded as a professional
services contract be printed once in the
official newspaper of the municipality;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Council of the Borough of Garwood:

1. That the Mayor and Borough Clerk be
and are hereby authorized and directed to
execute an agreement with Phillips Grygiel
LLC, Planning and Real Estate Consult-
ants, 33-41 Newark Street, 3rd Floor, Suite
D Hoboken, New Jersey 07030, for the
provision of as stated in paragraph one;
and

2. That said Contractor shall receive
fees not to exceed $8,000.00, as indicated
in the proposal dated May 12, 2017; and

3. That this contract is awarded without
competitive bidding as professional ser-
vices pursuant to the Local Public Con-
tracts Law; and

4. That the Borough Clerk be and is
hereby authorized and directed to main-
tain this resolution and the professional
services contract on file and available for
public inspection in the Office of the Bor-
ough Clerk; and

5. That the Borough Clerk is hereby
authorized and directed to publish a copy
of this notice as required by law.

I, Christina M Ariemma, Municipal Clerk
of the Borough of Garwood hereby attest
that this Resolution was adopted by the
Council of the Borough of Garwood on
May 23, 2017.

CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 06/01/17, The Leader Fee: $47.94

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY FOR NONPAYMENT OF TAXES,
ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS

Public notice is hereby given that I, Colleen M. Huehn, Collector of Taxes of the Borough
of Fanwood, County of Union will sell at public auction on Wednesday, June 21, 2017 in
the Mayor and Council chambers at the Borough Municipal Building, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at 9:00 o’clock in the morning or at such later time and
place to which said sale may be adjourned, all of the several lots and parcels of land
assessed to the respective persons whose names are set opposite each respective
parcel as the owner thereof for the total amount of municipal liens chargeable against said
lands respectively, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-1, et seq. as computed to the 21ST
day of June 2017.

Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of
municipal liens chargeable against each parcel of said land assessed as one parcel,
together with interest and costs to the date of the sale. Said lands will be sold at the lowest
rate of interest bid, not to exceed 18%. Payment for said parcels shall be made prior to
the conclusion of the sale in the form of cash, certified check or money order or other
method previously approved by the Tax Collector or the property will be resold. Properties
for which there are no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the Borough of
Fanwood at an interest rate of 18%.

At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property with
interest and costs.  Payments must be in the form of cash, certified check or money order.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58-10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-:10A-1 et
seq.) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.) In addition, the
municipality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser
who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.

In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the
Tax Collector should be notified immediately.

The lands to be sold are described in accordance with the last tax duplicate as follows:

BLK LOT OWNER NAME PROPERTY LOCATION TOTAL
24 9.01 FELA,DEBRA 167 Pleasant Avenue 13,233.55
26 6.01 ESTATE OF FRANK SHERRIFFO Midway Avenue 111.54
28 5 HERRMANN,JOHN ET ALL 168 Midway Avenue 1,531.84
49 6.01 SCHMIEDE, MARTIN & LIESELOTTE 351 Terrill Road 6,879.27
86 4 MILEWITS, MARTIN M 71 Second Street 2,306.86
102 26 SIG59ED LLC 1 Pandick Court 5,358.50
116 59 CURRY,FRANCES WATSON 11 Roosevelt Avenue 3,271.51
121 1 MINDO, JEFFREY A & CYNTHIA 56 Trenton Avenue 393.64

Colleen M. Huehn
Collector of Taxes

4 T - 5/25, 6/01, 6/8, 6/15/17, The Times Fee: $297.84

CLASSIFIEDSDwyer, Moncayo, Mozie, Cadet
Win at Sectional Track Meets

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Devils Taylor Bechtloff, Sarah
Hacker, Brianna Hatch and Devyn
Heinzerling finished third at 9:44.42
and Raiders Maddy Bord, Sara
Greene, Lizzie Ley and Amanda
Logie took fifth at 9:57.53.

“The girls 4x8 was seeded sixth
but they ran in fifth. Great job in the
anchor leg by Amanda Logie. She
blew them away at the end. Maddy
Weber threw 103 yesterday in the
discus and we are hoping for her to
have a big day in the javelin and the
shot put,” Coach McGriff said.

Weber did take third in the shot
put with a distance of 35-0.75 and

took sixth in the javelin with a toss
of 100-2, while Blue Devil Sam
Stravach took second at 109-10 (PB)
and Moncayo took fourth at 102-3.

Blue Devil Mia Melao finished
fifth in the 1,600 at 5:11.49 and
Sarah Hacker took 11th at 5:21.55.
Hacker at 11:28.41, Melao at
11:43.44 and Bord at 11:47.19
placed 7-8-9 in the 3,200. Raiders
Wilda Francois, Kerri McNeely,
Trinity Hart and Imani Rivers fin-
ished fourth in the 4x100 at 49.52.
Blue Devil Julia Csorba took sixth
in the high jump with a height of 4-
8 and Raider Che Dashiell took sev-
enth at the same height. Csorba took
seventh in the 400 hurdles at
1:06.67.

Blue Devil Leah Norton took
fourth in the pole vault with a clear-
ance of 9-0. Blue Devils Adrianna
Vergara took eighth in the long jump
with a leap of 16-1, Emma Jackler
at 2:18.87 and Heinzerling at
2:24.42 took 8-12 in the 800.
Francois finished eighth in the 100

hurdles at 16.41 but had a prelimi-
nary qualifying time of 15.99.

For the Group 3 boys, Josiah Ca-
det took top honors in the 400
hurdles with a time of 54.55 and he
also took second in the 110-hurdles
at 14.7. Josh Cadet, Josiah Cadet,
Eli Arroyo and Peter Gilligan took
fourth in the 4x100 at 44.17. Both
Cadets, Arroyo and Kyle Ledford
finished third in the 4x400 at
3:26.38. Trey Pascual at 13-0 and
Mark Lynch at 11-6 placed 3-5 in
the pole vault. Addison Chang took
fifth in the triple jump at 42-9.5 and
Josh Cadet finished seventh in the

100 at 11.33.
For the Group 3 girls, Christina

Barlik took second in the discus
with a toss of 107-4 and second in
the shot put at 38-6, while Brianna
Scotti took sixth at 36-1.25. Taylor
Grant cleared 5-2 to placed second
in the high jump and Lindsay
Aschmies took sixth at 4-10.
Aschmies, Bella DeSimone, Grace
DiGiovanni and Julia Kelly finished
fifth in the 4x800 and Hanna Capone
took fourth in the pole vault with a
height of 8-6. Sasha Knapp finished
seventh in the 100 hurdles at 6.12
and eighth in the long jump with a
leap of 16-3.75.

WF 12U Tops Bridgewater
For CJFSL Championship

The Girls Softball League of
Westfield 12U Westfield Blue team
won the Central Jersey Fast Pitch
Softball League championship on
May 23 by defeating top-seeded
Bridgewater, 8-7, in an outstanding
game that was well played by both
teams.

Pitchers Shea Murphy and Maddie
Hach kept the strong-hitting
Bridgewater team at bay. Murphy struck
out the side after Bridgewater loaded
the bases to start the second inning.
Hach slammed the door to relieve
Murphy in the fifth inning and only
allowed one run in the final two innings.

Vanessa Borg, the team batting
average leader, drove in what proved
to be the game winning RBI in the
seventh inning. Allie DiFalco, Sophia
Guerrero, Sophia Narciso, Shen

Rosen, Lily Roth, Murphy and Hach
all contributed to the barrage of hits
against Bridgewater’s ace pitcher.

Westfield played error-free soft-
ball, led by the play of Alexa Mora,
Avery Pierce, Sarah Stavrovich and
Rachel Witzel. Guerrero had an out-
standing game behind the plate, re-
cording three putouts on tag plays at
home, and she pounced on ball in
front of the plate and fired a throw to
first base to record the final out of the
game, stranding the potentially win-
ning runs.

Head Coach Tony Borg said, “We
knew we had to play our best to beat
this strong Bridgewater team. The
girls should be very proud of how
they have developed as team. Most
importantly, they always seem to have
fun when they step on the field.”

“He was all over the plate on his
pitches. I got a great jump on both of
them and beat it out,” Oblachinski
commented.

Shriner and Mike Meola both
walked to load the bases and
Armstrong earned an RBI by being
walked also. Szczech stepped up and
lined a two-run single to center. put-
ting the Cougars up 3-2.

“The first pitch I didn’t really like.
The second I got the changeup a little
high in the zone. I took it and away it
went, straight down the middle,”
Szczech described.

In the sixth inning, Bakie ham-

mered a ground rule double to right,
stole third on the first pitch, which
drew an overthrow by the catcher,
allowing Bakie to skip home for a 4-
2 lead.

“My first at-bat coach Mac didn’t
have the pitches, He had a first pitch
slider that I wasn’t expecting. I
shouldn’t have swung at it but I did
and grounded out to the shortstop but
my second at-bat, coach Mac had the
pitches. He gave me a fastball. I knew
it was coming and I put the ball in
play,” Bakie described with his ground
rule double.

It appeared that the Cougars were
about to wrap up the victory in the
seventh when they had two outs in the
books and a runner on first but
Hernandez dribbled a 25-foot infield
single, Valentin lined an RBI single to
left and Kevin Polanco scribbled a
deep infield RBI single to tie the
score.

Bakie had a chance to end it in the

eighth with two outs and Pat Connelly
on second but he hit a sharp grounder
to short for the third out. Armstrong
bashed a two-out double in the ninth
but the next batter grounded out to
second.

The Cranford 10th began with
Perino reaching first when the short-
stop bobbled the ball and then he
moved to second on Mike McGee’s
sacrifice bunt. Oblachinski grounded
out to the pitcher for the second out
then Bakie did his magic with a hop-
ping RBI single to left.

“Coach Mac had fastball first. I
loaded up early and hit the ball,”

Bakie explained.
The Cougars would host the semi-

finals on May 30 against the Red
Bank Regional Bucs, who won a 15-
inning, 3-2, classic over Middletown
North.

“Anything can happen! We are go-
ing to work hard the next couple of
days in practice and we are going to
get ready for Red Bank,” Oblachinski
said.

“We are going to take it one day at
a time. We are going to focus on
practice on Saturday and be ready for
Red Bank on Tuesday,” Bakie said.

“It’s the team, all of us working
hard, getting on base, getting the runs
in,” Szczech added.
Ferris 000 020 200 0 4
Cranford 000 031 000 1 5

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING OFF AT THE START...Raiders Ian MacPherson, black hat, and Kyle
Estevene, No. 2, take off at the sound of the gun in the 110 hurdles.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUTTING DOWN THE BUNT...Cougar Jim Shriner puts down a sacrifice bunt
in the third inning against the Ferris Bulldogs.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PITCHING A FULL SEVEN INNINGS...Cougar Vince Genova pitched the first
seven innings against the Bulldogs before being relieved by Kevin Donovan.

CJSFL CHAMPIONS...The Westfield 12U Blue Softball Team

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribeProbitas Verus Honos

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $60.

Call (908) 654-6091

PAINTING SERVICES

NJ Rio Construction
Painting/Power Washing
Residential/Commercial

Interior/Exterior
The lowest price and the best

quality service!
No job is too small or big!

Free Estimates!
(201) 214-7707

EXPERT  MATH  TUTOR

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521

SUMMER RENTAL SEASIDE PK

3BR house in beautiful Seaside
Pk. Sleeps 6. 4 Beach Badges,
Outdoor shower, central AC, gas
grill and more. One blk to beach.
House across from marina.
Available June ($1600 per week)
& July 1-8 and July 8-15 ($1975.00
per week).  For more info call

(908) 358-2625

HOMECARE RN - WESTFIELD

Are you a RN looking for a flexible,
part time, meaningful position?
Make your own hours supervising
caregivers in our client homes in
Union County. Join supportive
team doing a job where you will be
appreciated! Email resume to

Griswoldspecialhomecare
@gmail.com

Additional Cranford
News Reported

CRANFORD — Members of the
Cranford Township Committee pro-
vided committee reports and procla-
mations were given at last week’s
meeting.

Registration begins Saturday, June
17, for the children’s summer reading
program at the Cranford Public Li-
brary, Commissions Patrick Giblin
noted. In addition, A public piano
donated by the Lafferty family is to be
unveiled Friday, June 9, at Eastman
Plaza, Mr. Giblin said.

May was proclaimed Preeclamp-
sia Month by the committee. “Fifteen
years ago I almost lost my twin boys
and wife to something I should have
known about, so please be aware,”
Commissioner Andis Kalnins said.

Signs of preeclampsia include swell-
ing of the hands and face, headache,
changes in vision, nausea or vomit-
ing, upper right belly pain, difficulty
breathing, gasping, or panting, among
other signs.

Members of Moms Demand Ac-
tion, Alice Feahey, Jennifer Gilman
and Patti Fico were given a procla-
mation in recognition of National
Gun Violence Awareness Day,
which is Friday, June 2, when
people are encouraged to wear or-
ange to bring awareness to gun
violence.

Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim of
Cranford was recognized with a proc-
lamation in celebration of its 100th
anniversary.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001817

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-029308-16

Plaintiff: THE CIANCIULLI FAMILY, LLC
VS.
Defendant: 383 SOUTH AVE LIMITED LI-

ABILITY COMPANY; BAYBERRY CULINARY
CONSULTANTS, LLC; BRIAN J. WALTER;
MAGYAR BANK

Sale Date: 06/28/2017
Writ of Execution: 03/22/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Thirty-Four Thousand Four Hundred Nine and
10/100*** $434,409.10.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Fanwood, in the County of Union, and
the State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 383 South Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

Tax Lot No. 5, in Block No. 69.
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately) 177 feet

wide by 239 feet long (IRREGULAR).
Nearest Cross Street: Old South Avenue.
Please include the following exceptions in the

sale notice:
A. Tax Sale Certificate #201602, FWDSL &

ASSOCIATES, $47,644.79 (OPEN PLUS IN-
TEREST AND PENALTY AFTER 06/16/16).

B. 2nd qtr. Taxes open, $4,368.68 (OPEN
PLUS INTEREST AND PENALTY AFTER 05/
01/2017).

C. SUBJECT TO ANY UNPAID TAXES, MU-
NICIPAL LIENS OR OTHER CHARGES, AND
ANY SUCH TAXES, CHARGES, LIENS, IN-
SURANCE PREMIUMS OR OTHER AD-
VANCES MADE BY PLAINTIFF PRIOR TO THIS
SALE. ALL INTERESTED PARTIES ARE TO
CONDUCT AND RELY UPON THEIR OWN
INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION TO ASCER-
TAIN WHETHER OR NOT ANY OUTSTAND-
ING INTEREST REMAIN OF RECORD AND/
OR HAVE PRIORITY OVER THE LIEN BEING
FORECLOSED AND, IF SO THE CURRENT
AMOUNT DUE THEREON.

D. SUBJECT TO PRIOR MORTGAGES AND
JUDGMENTS (IF ANY).

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Forty-Nine Thou-
sand Seven Hundred Thirteen and 30/100***
$449,713.30 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.
1455 BROAD STREET
BLOOMFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07003
(973) 473-3000
4 T - 06/01, 06/08, 06/15
& 06/22/17 Fee: $212.16

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001712

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004568-16

Plaintiff: M&T BANK, SUCCESSOR BY
MERGER TO HUSDON CITY SAVINGS BANK

VS.
Defendant: VERONICA H. HONG; SEONG

SAM HONG; THE PROVIDENT BANK
Sale Date: 06/21/2017
Writ of Execution: 03/09/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Thirteen Thousand Two and 39/100***
$513,002.39.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN of
WESTFIELD, County of UNION, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 1231 RAHWAY
AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090-
3637.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 17, BLOCK 5112 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWN of WESTFIELD.

Dimensions: 110.00 Feet X 96.00 Feet X
110.00 Feet X 96.00 Feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Montauk Drive
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Twenty-Five

Thousand Six Hundred Sixteen and 52/100***
$525,616.52 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 05/25, 06/01, 06/08
& 06/15/15 Fee: $195.84

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001626

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-020990-16

Plaintiff: VENTURES TRUST 2013-I-H-R BY
MCM CAPITAL PARTNERS, LLC, ITS
TRUSTEEU.S. BANK TRUST, N.A., AS
TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPA-
TION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: IVONNE BESSIL, MORTGAGE

ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS,
INC., AS NOMINEE FOR EAST COAST MORT-
GAGE CORP AND PARKWAY VILLAGE CON-
DOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, INC.

Sale Date: 06/14/2017
Writ of Execution: 01/31/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Ten Thousand Four Hundred Two and 10/100***
$310,402.10.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Cranford, County of Union, in the
State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 10b
Parkway Village, Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

TAX LOT #1, Block # 332, Qual.: C010B.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: Unknown.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Unknown.
Taxes: Current through 1st Quarter of 2017*
*Plus interest on these figures through date of

payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Nineteen Thou-
sand Three Hundred Seventy-Two and 21/100***
$319,372.21 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN & EISENBERG, PC
1040 NORTH KINGS HIGHWAY
SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 05/18, 05/25, 06/01
& 06/08/17 Fee: $179.52

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001625

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-024842-16

Plaintiff: FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE
ASSOCIATION

VS.
Defendant: PHYUCIA FLAGG, ADMINISTRA-

TRIX OF THE ESTATE OF JUDY P. MONROE
JOHNSON; PHYLICIA FLAGG; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA;
AMOS FINANCIAL LLC; FORD MOTOR CREDIT
LLC; EQUABLE ASCENT FINANCIAL;
CITIBANK, N.A.

Sale Date: 06/14/2017
Writ of Execution: 01/31/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Twenty Thousand Four Hundred Thirty-Three
and 41/100*** $220,433.41.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
OF WESTFIELD, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 311 WINDSOR AV-
ENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

It is known and designated as Block 4004, Lot
18.

The dimensions are approximately 26 feet X
132 feet.

Nearest cross street: Grandview Avenue
Prior lien(s): NONE
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Twenty-Six Thou-

sand Nine Hundred Sixty-Three and 12/100***
$226,963.12 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 05/18, 05/25, 06/01
& 06/08/17 Fee: $195.84

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001528

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-010622-16

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: JOHN HANS LUZAN; BANK OF

AMERICA, N.A.; MAIN STREET ACQUISITION
CORP, ASSIGNEE; CITIBANK, NA; UNIFUND
CCR LLC; BENEFICIAL NEW JERSEY INC

Sale Date: 06/07/2017
Writ of Execution: 03/02/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Twenty-Nine Thousand Five Hundred Eighty-
Five and 25/100*** $429,585.25.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 1248 MAPLE
HILL ROAD, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076-4616.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 7, BLOCK 9602 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions: 110.00 feet X 125.00 feet X 60.00
feet X 78.54 feet X 75.00 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Hill Top Road.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Thirty-Nine

Thousand Eight Hundred Thirty-Four and 65/
100*** $439,834.65 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 05/11, 05/18, 05/25
& 06/01/17 Fee: $199.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001515

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-009888-16

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: DARREN WHITEHALL, WENDY

PICKTHALL
Sale Date: 06/07/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/10/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million Six
Hundred Eighteen Thousand Three Hundred
Ninety-Four and 68/100*** $1,618,394.68.

MUNICIPALITY: Westfield.
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
STREET & STREET NO: 139 North Euclid

Avenue.
TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 2403, LOT:

21.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 285.27 feet x 82.88

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: 474.82 feet from

East Broad Street.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): All unpaid

municipal taxes, assessments and liens; Any set
of facts which an accurate survey would dis-
close; Any restrictions or covenants on record
which run with the land; Rights of the United
States of America, if any; Any Condominium lien
priority, if any; Any outstanding PUD or
Homeowner’s Associations dues or fees, if any;
Any occupants or persons in possession of the
property, if any; Additional municipal charges,
liens, taxes or tax sale certificates and insur-
ance, if any.

WESTFIELD TOWN-TAXES-QTR2 2017
holds a claim for taxes due and/or other munici-
pal utilities such as water and/or sewer in the
amount of $4,548.36 as of 03/03/2017.

WESTFIELD TOWNSHIP-SEWER ACCT #
3152 holds a claim for taxes due and/or other
municipal utilities such as water and/or sewer in
the amount of $335.00 as of 03/03/2017.

Total Upset:  ***One Million Six Hundred Sixty-
Four Thousand Six Hundred Seventeen and 91/
100*** $1,664,617.91 together with lawful inter-
est and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN LLC
728 MARINE HIGHWAY
SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 05/11, 05/18, 05/25
& 06/01/17 Fee: $206.04

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001501

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008535-15

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A. SUC-
CESSOR BY MERGER TO WACHOVIA BANK,
N.A.

VS.
Defendant: COLEMAN F RODGERS, INEZ

RODGERS, AND NYB AND FMC FCU
Sale Date: 06/07/2017
Writ of Execution: 01/17/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Fifty-Eight Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty-Three
and 96/100*** $358,953.96.

Commonly known as address: 200 South
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

Municipality: Borough of Fanwood.
Lot and Block: Lot 7, Block 108.
Approximate dimensions: 75.00 x 118.00 Feet.
Nearest cross street: King Street.
To the best of this firm’s knowledge, the prop-

erty is not an affordable unit subject to the Fair
Housing Act.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Seventy Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Forty-Seven and 19/100***
$370,847.19 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
BUCKLEY MADOLE, P.C.
99 WOOD AVENUE SOUTH SUITE 803
ISELIN, NEW JERSEY 08830
(732) 902-5399
4 T - 05/11, 05/18, 05/25
& 06/01/17 Fee: $159.12

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001621

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-64178-09

Plaintiff: VENTURES TRUST 2013-I-H-R BY
MCM CAPITAL PARTNERS, LLC, ITS TRUSTEE

VS.
Defendant: RAE MARIE MITROW; AND MAT-

THEW M1TROW JP MORGAN CHASE BANK,
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

Sale Date: 06/14/2017
Writ of Execution: 01/22/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Million Six
Hundred Twenty-Two Thousand Five Hundred
Sixty-Five and 31/100*** $2,622,565.31.

All that certain land and premises situated in
the Town of Westfield, County of Union, State of
New Jersey, being more particularly described
as follows:

Lot: 32; Block: 201 on the Tax Map of the Town
of Westfield.

Nearest Cross Street: Prospect Street.
Approximate Dimensions: 520 feet x 115 feet

x 520 feet x 115 feet.
Being more commonly known as: 112

Brightwood Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey
07090.

Pursuant to municipal tax search dated Octo-
ber 24, 2016:

Subject to: 2016 4th quarter taxes due 11/10/
2016, $6,816.14 and 2017 1st quarter taxes due
2/10/2017, $6,681.46.

Total Upset:  ***Two Million Seven Hundred
Thirty-One Thousand Four Hundred Eighty-Three
and 48/100*** $2,731,483.48 together with law-
ful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
HILL WALLACK LLP
21 ROSZEL ROAD
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 08540
(609) 924-0808
4 T - 05/18, 05/25, 06/01
& 06/08/17 Fee: $177.48

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001662

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-016981-16

Plaintiff: MTGLQ INVESTORS, LP
VS.
Defendant: DAVID SCHERZER AND TARA

SCHERZRE, H/W
Sale Date: 06/21/2017
Writ of Execution: 01/12/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty-One Thousand Five Hundred Three and 15/
100*** $551,503.15.

The property to be sold is located in Township
of Scotch Plains in the County of Union, and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 183 Mountainview Av-
enue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Tax Lot No. 3, Block 3901.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 50 feet

wide by 100 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Mountain Avenue
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Sixty-Six Thou-

sand Nine Hundred Thirty-Five and 65/100***
$566,935.65 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 406
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
4 T - 05/25, 06/01, 06/08
& 06/15/15 Fee: $155.04

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001739

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-037911-15

Plaintiff: WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND
SOCIETY, FSB, D/B/A CHRISTIANA TRUST,
NOT INDIVIDUALLY BUT AS TRUSTEE FOR
PRETIUM MORTGAGE ACQUISITION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: JODI A. FRANKEL A/K/A JODI A.

STEWART; MICHAEL MADSEN; BANK OF
AMERICA, N.A.

Sale Date: 06/28/2017
Writ of Execution: 03/17/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty-Three Thousand Two Hundred Thirty-
Five and 76/100*** $383,235.76.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 2093 WEST
BROAD STREET, SCOTCH PLAINS TOWN-
SHIP, NEW JERSEY 07076-4751.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 44, BLOCK 9701 011
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions: 179.99 Feet X 10.37 Feet X 18.00
Feet X 192.92 Feet X 76.39 Feet.

Nearest Cross Street: White Oak Road.
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Ninety-Seven

Thousand One Hundred Eighty-Six and 37/100***
$397,186.37 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 06/01, 06/08, 06/15
& 06/22/17 Fee: $206.04

WESTFIELD
Thursday, May 11, Ibraheem Steen,

25, of East Orange was arrested on an
outstanding criminal warrant from
Irvington, for $365, pursuant to a re-
sponse to a Municipal Court proceeding.
Steen was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and turned over to the
Irvington Police Department in lieu of
posted bail.

Saturday, May 13, James J. Williams,
31, of Elizabeth was arrested on an out-
standing traffic warrant from Harrison
subsequent to a motor vehicle stop at East
North Avenue and Saint Paul Street. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting $250
bail.

Monday, May 15, Latoya Kelly, 30, of
North Plainfield was arrested on out-
standing traffic warrants from Watchung,
for $500, and Long Hill Township, for
$200, subsequent to a motor vehicle stop
at Lawrence Avenue and Sinclair Place.
Kelly was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released after
posting the full bail.

Tuesday, May 16, Cresencio Vera-
Luna, 36, of Plainfield was arrested on
three outstanding traffic warrants from
Cranford, for $1,796; Scotch Plains, for
$700, and Fanwood, for $269, totaling
$2,765, pursuant to a motor vehicle stop
in the area of the 600 block of North
Avenue West. Vera-Luna was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released after posting the requisite bail on
all three warrants.

Wednesday, May 17, Maria E. Acosta-
Matos, 38, of North Brunswick was ar-
rested on a traffic warrant from Hillside
for $1,000 (no 10-percent cash option)
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop in the
area of North Avenue near Charles Street.
She was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released after post-
ing full bail.

Wednesday, May 17, Jarrett Jahvion,
34, of Orange was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of Central Av-
enue near Sussex Street. Jahvion was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released with a complaint-
summons.

Wednesday, May 17, Lateef Wise, 27,
of Newark was arrested on a criminal
warrant from Westfield for $554 at the
Essex County jail. He was transported to

police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released after posting full bail.

Thursday, May 18, Westfield police
detectives arrested Ling Chen, 53, of
Westfield subsequent to a Detective Bu-
reau investigation in the area of the 200
block of Lenox Avenue and charged her
with one count of prostitution and one
count of promoting prostitution. Chen
was processed and released on a com-
plaint-summons.

Thursday, May 18, Cristy Fay, 31, of
Clark was arrested on charges of posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia and posses-
sion of a legend drug without a prescrip-
tion and on a Clark traffic warrant for
$800 pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Starlite Court. She
was transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released
with a complaint-summons. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance by the
Clark Municipal Court.

Friday, May 19, Ryan Blesi, 26, of
Springfield was arrested on an Elmwood
Park traffic warrant for $100 (no 10-
percent cash option) pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of Springfield
Avenue and Cardinal Drive. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released on his own
recognizance.

Friday, May 19, Peter Tevis, 51, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on two out-
standing traffic warrants from Westfield,
in the amounts of $64 and $57, pursuant
to turning himself in at police headquar-
ters. He was processed and released after
posting the full bail amount.

Saturday, May 20, David Torres, 18,
of Kenilworth was arrested and charged
with driving under the influence pursuant
to a motor vehicle accident investigation
in the area of Central Avenue near Myrtle
Avenue. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released to a responsible adult.

Sunday, May 21, John T. Shell, 22, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
pursuant to a motor vehicle accident in-
vestigation in the area of Lamberts Mill
Road near Nancy Way. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released to a respon-
sible adult.

Sunday, May 21, Joshua R. Goldmark,
32, of Westfield was arrested at Carleton
Road and Ross Place, subsequent to the
investigation of what was described as a

suspicious motor vehicle, on charges of
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and released
on a summons.

Tuesday, May 23, Richard S. Hingle,
50, of Elizabeth was arrested on out-
standing criminal warrants from Cranford,
for $500, and Plainfield, for $255, pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop on the 400
block of West South Avenue. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and turned over to the Cranford
Police Department.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Sunday, May 14, Keeya N. Boone, 27,

of Linden was arrested on an outstanding
warrant out of Linden during a motor
vehicle stop. Boone was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Monday, May 15, Adam F. Bergo, 27,
of Jersey City was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Scotch Plains.
Bergo was arrested by the New Jersey
State Police and transported to the Scotch
Plains Police Department. He was pro-
cessed and transferred to the Union
County jail.

Tuesday, May 16, Quame Dobbs, 27,
of Newark was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant out of Newark during a motor
vehicle stop. Dobbs was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Wednesday, May 17, the owner of a
house located on the 1600 block of
Mohawk Lane reported a burglary. Some-
one forcibly entered the home, which is
under construction, through the garage
door and removed several items. The
incident currently is under investigation.

Wednesday, May 17, Amanda M.
Manfredi, 35, of Springfield was arrested
and charged with possession of prescrip-
tion legend drugs, possession of mari-
juana and possession of drug parapherna-
lia. Manfredi was arrested during the
course of a motor vehicle stop. She was
transported to police headquarters and
processed.

Thursday, May 18, a resident of the
1200 block of Sunnyfield Lane reported
a burglary. The resident awoke and found
a suspect inside her home, who then fled
the scene. Patrol units as well as a K-9
officer responded and searched the area,
with negative results. The detective bu-
reau currently has this case under active
investigation.

Thursday, May 18, Samirah T. Grant,

29, of New Brunswick was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of New
Brunswick during the course of a motor
vehicle stop. Grant was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Friday, May 19, the manager at a Route
22 gas station reported a robbery. Patrol
units responded to the site on a reported
robbery in progress. A black male report-
edly entered the store armed with a rifle
and demanded cash, while a second sus-
pect armed with a handgun robbed the
outside attendant and then entered the
station. Both suspects fled the scene on
foot. The incident currently is under ac-
tive investigation.

Friday, May 19, Khaire Arrington, 19,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with burglary and criminal mischief. The
arrest was the result of an eight-month
investigation conducted by police.
Arrington currently is lodged in the Union
County jail.

Monday, May 22, the management at a
Westfield Avenue liquor store reported a
shoplifting incident. A black male report-
edly entered the store, placed a bottle of
liquor valued at $40 under his jacket and
left without paying. The incident cur-
rently is under investigation.

Tuesday, May 23, a resident from the
Country Club apartment complex reported
her 2005 white Acura RSX stolen some-
time overnight. The vehicle was located
by the West Orange Police Department
several days later. The incident currently
is under investigation.

Wednesday, May 24, a resident of
Watchung reported the theft of his wallet
from a Park Avenue convenience store.
The victim had left his wallet on the
counter after making a purchase. The
incident currently is under investigation.

Wednesday, May 24, Germaine C.
Brown, 40, of Newark was arrested and
charged with hindering apprehension
during a motor vehicle stop. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and turned over to the Middlesex
County Sheriff’s Department on an out-
standing warrant for non-payment of child
support.

Wednesday, May 24, a resident re-
ported the theft of his son’s red BMX
Redline bicycle, valued at $300, from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
during the school day.

Thursday, May 25, a resident of Moun-
tain Avenue reported an incident of fraud.
The victim stated that she was contacted
by several financial institutions that stated

someone who resides in California had
opened several cards in her name. The
incident currently is under investigation.

Thursday, May 25, the manager at a
Westfield Avenue convenience store re-
ported a shoplifting incident in which a
black male entered the store and stole
several items before fleeing the premises.
The incident currently is under investiga-
tion.

Thursday, May 25, a Route 22 busi-
ness reported the theft of one of its trucks.
The vehicle was rented and never re-
turned. It has been entered as stolen. The
incident currently is under investigation.

Thursday, May 25, a resident of the
1200 block of Donamy Glen reported
being the victim of fraud. The victim
stated that someone attempted to open
several different bank accounts in their
name. The incident currently is under
investigation.

Thursday, May 25, Lamar S. Waller,
23, of Edison was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of South Bound
Brook during a motor vehicle stop. He
was transported to police headquarters
and processed.

Saturday, May 27, an attempted bur-
glary was reported at a residence on the
1500 block of Cooper Road. Patrol offic-
ers responded to a house alarm at 2 a.m.
and determined someone had tried to
enter the rear sliding glass door of the
home. Officers as well as the K-9 unit
checked the area but were unable to lo-
cate the suspect. The incident currently is
under investigation.

Saturday, May 27, Charles J. August-
ine, 63, of Cranford was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI), careless driving and leaving the
scene of a motor vehicle accident. Augus-
tine was arrested following an accident on
North Avenue. He was transported to
Robert Wood Johnson Trauma Center for
injuries sustained in the accident.

Monday, May 29, Kamani T.
Addison, 41, of Jersey City was ar-
rested and charged with DWI, DWI
with minors in the vehicle and reckless
driving. Addison was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop. The children in the
vehicle, all under the age of 11, were
turned over to their mother. Addison
was transported to police headquarters
and processed.

CRANFORD
Wednesday, May 17, Danielle

Urbanowicz, 29, of Parlin was arrested
on charges of possession of a CDS (heroin)
and possession of paraphernalia after a
2012 Jeep was stopped at the intersection
of East North Avenue and the Garden
State Parkway Southbound ramp for a
cell phone violation. Following an inves-
tigation at the scene, police located heroin
in the possession of the driver,
Urbanowicz. She was arrested, processed
and released pending a Superior Court
appearance. Additionally, Urbanowicz
was issued motor vehicle summonses for
driving while utilizing a cellular device
and possessing a CDS in a motor vehicle.

Wednesday, May 17, Carmine Ciano,
20, and Dominick Ciano, 19, both of
Kenilworth, were arrested on charges
of possession of a CDS (heroin) and
possession of paraphernalia after a 2007
Dodge was stopped at the intersection
of Centennial Avenue and Hayes Street
for a signal violation. Following an
investigation at the scene, police lo-
cated heroin inside the vehicle. Both
the driver, Carmine, and the passenger,
Dominick, were arrested, processed and
released pending a Superior Court ap-
pearance. Carmine was issued motor
vehicle summonses for failure to utilize
his turn signal and possessing a CDS in
a motor vehicle.

Friday, May 19, Patrick Cross, 36, of
Rahway was arrested on charges of pos-
session of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and possession of parapherna-
lia after a 2016 Yamaha was stopped at
the intersection of Centennial Avenue
and Hayes Street for an illegal turn. Fol-
lowing an investigation at the scene, po-
lice located marijuana on Cross. He was
arrested, processed and released pending
a Municipal Court appearance. Addition-
ally, Cross was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for improper turn, unclear li-
cense plates and possession of a CDS in

a motor vehicle.
Saturday, May 20, Christopher

Graves, 35, of Irvington was arrested on
charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia after a 2000
Mitsubishi was stopped at the intersec-
tion of Cayuga Road and Centennial
Avenue for an equipment violation. Fol-
lowing an investigation at the scene,
police located marijuana on a passenger,
Graves. Graves was arrested, processed
and released pending a Municipal Court
appearance. The driver was issued mo-
tor vehicle summonses for failure to
maintain lamps and driving with a sus-
pended license.

Sunday, May 21, Dajahn Daniels, 24,
of Plainfield was arrested on charges of
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of para-
phernalia after a 2004 Hyundai was
stopped at the intersection of East South
and East Lincoln Avenues for a seatbelt
violation. Following an investigation at
the scene police located marijuana on
Daniels. Daniels was arrested, processed
and released pending a Municipal Court
appearance. Additionally, Daniels was
issued motor vehicle summonses for fail-
ure to wear a seatbelt and possession of a
CDS in a motor vehicle.

Monday, May 22, Adnan Nikovic,
18, and Cruz Soto, 20, both of Roselle
Park, and Brian Aranguren, 24, of Jer-
sey City were arrested on charges of
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession
of paraphernalia after a 1999 Dodge
was stopped at the intersection of East
North Avenue and the Garden State
Parkway 137 ramp for multiple equip-
ment violations. Following an investi-
gation at the scene, police located
marijuana in the vehicle. The driver,
Soto, and passengers, Aranguren and
Nikovic, were arrested, processed and
released pending a Municipal Court
appearance. Soto was issued motor
vehicle summonses for having a
cracked windshield, failing to main-
tain lamps and possessing a CDS in a
motor vehicle.

Sunday, May 21, Sterlin J. Smith,
19, of Jersey City, Derrick Lee, Jr., 19,
of Jersey City and a 16-year-old juve-
nile were arrested and charged with
weapons and narcotics possession fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop after po-
lice observed a 2015 Chevrolet speed-
ing through the parking lot of a Jack-
son Drive establishment. While con-
ducting an investigation at the scene,
police located a loaded 9 millimeter
handgun and marijuana inside the ve-
hicle. The occupants of the vehicle
were placed under arrest and trans-
ported to the Cranford Police Depart-
ment. Smith was charged with posses-
sion of a handgun, possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of paraphernalia. Lee
and the juvenile were charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession
of paraphernalia. Smith was processed
and released on a summons following
a Judiciary review. Lee was processed
and released on a summons. Both are
scheduled to appear in Union County
Superior Court. The juvenile was re-
leased to a guardian pending an ap-
pearance in Union County Family
Court.

FANWOOD
Wednesday, May 17, Carlos Arevalo,

60, of Plainfield was arrested on an active
warrant out of Berkeley Heights follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at Midway Av-
enue and Ridge Way. He was processed,
posted bail and released.

Tuesday, May 23, sometime between
May 4 and May 23 an unknown person
committed criminal mischief at the
Fanwood Nature Center.

Saturday, May 27, Jason Green, 32, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on an active
warrant out of the Union County Sheriff’s
Office after a motor vehicle stop at South
and Martine Avenues. Green was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union
County Sheriff’s Office.

Sunday, May 28, Zachary Hertz, 25, of
Kenilworth was arrested on an active
warrant out of Union Township after a
motor vehicle stop at North and Farley
Avenues. He was processed posted bail
and released.
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POETS WHO KNOW IT...Union County Freeholder Chairman Bruce H. Bergen,
left, and Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski right, present resolutions to the 4th
grade winners of the 2017 Union County Arbor Day Poetry Contest. Bianca
Barreto, second from left, from St. Bartholomew Academy in Scotch Plains, won
first place, Phillip Snair, center, from School One in Scotch Plains, won second
place and Anna Maliakal, from Holy Trinity in Westfield, won third place. The
contest was open to students from fourth thought eighth grade from schools
throughout Union County. The winners were selected by a group of volunteer
judges. This event is sponsored by the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
in cooperation with the Union County Shade Tree Advisory Board.

GIRLS LEARN...More than $2,600 in donations was collected at Roosevelt
Intermediate School (RIS) during a spaghetti dinner held on April 28 in the
school’s cafeteria.  Approximately 150 guests attended in support of the RIS
chapter of Girls Learn International’s (GLI) partner charity, Challenging Heights
– an organization in Ghana that is dedicated to ending forced labor and child
trafficking. The RIS cafeteria was transformed into an Italian café, where people
came to socialize, listen to music and dine. The event featured Roosevelt’s own Jazz
Band and the Jazz Ensemble from Westfield High School. Pictured here, GLI
members and dinner volunteers in sixth, seventh and eighth grades gather
following the event along with advisers Andrea Poppiti, Dominick Ceccio and
Karen Lust.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

NJIO Offers Summer
Instrument Programs

 Alien: Covenant
All’s Lousy that Ends Lousy

½ of a popcorn

NEW PROVIDENCE – Summer
programs at New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra (NJIO)
begin on Tuesday, June 8 with the
first of two Chamber Music Work-
shops. These workshops provide the
perfect opportunity for music stu-
dents of all ages and abilities to ex-
plore the artistry of chamber music
while gaining confidence and skills
as a musician. Led by NJIO’s Artis-
tic Director Warren Cohen, this pro-
gram offers professional chamber
coaching in a non-competitive at-
mosphere.

Chamber Music Workshops are
open to string, woodwind, brass and
piano players. Individual musicians
and established groups are welcome
to participate in the workshop.

NJIO offers the Summer String Stu-
dio on  Thursday evenings in August.

This studio prepares string musicians
in school, youth or community or-
chestras for the upcoming season with
instruction in bowing, rhythmic in-
tegrity, sight reading, intonation, and
score reading.  It is also great for
those who want to improve their mu-
sicianship.

New this year, NJIO’s summer pro-
gramming will also include a Flute
Choir. The group has all levels of
musicianship.

Programs are scheduled on Thurs-
days from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at 570
Central Avenue, New Providence.

Please register online for Chamber
Music Workshops at http://njio.org/
join/chamber and for Summer String
Studio at http://njio.org/join/
stringstudio/.  Contact Mary Beth
Sweet at info@njio.org or (908) 603-
7691 for more information.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Director Ridley Scott’s Alien: Cov-
enant, the sixth in the franchise with
no relief in sight, has spawned a hor-
ror in and of itself. We now might
press for escape to another planet not
because good old Earth can no longer
sustain human life, but because we
simply don’t want to live in a society
that normalizes the mean-spiritedness
epitomized by such so-called enter-
tainment. This gratuitous study in ugly
presentiments provides us with a test
of our tolerance, challenging us to
rightfully recognize its deplorably
regressive degeneracy as a First
Amendment right.

Like the similarly hostile, outer
space gambit, Life (2017), this tale of
a colonizing ship, circa 2104, is pes-
simistic to a fault. For while the mis-
sion goes awry in standard fashion
and we begin to handicap which of
the crew members are expendable
and which favorites will weather the
cataclysm, the filmmaker has no in-
tention of following the usual format.
Instead, he has planned a heinous
surprise. But while we can counte-
nance the variation on a theme if for
no better reason than artistic expres-
sion, we must ask, to what purpose all
this pessimism?

If the raison d’etre for such a bleak
vision was to stir the optimist in our
national psyche into a resisting ac-
tion, I might understand it. But that’s
the pie-in-the-sky, former Hippie in
me looking to see the bright side of
something that is resolutely dark. It
appears that rather than providing
amusement or education, the increas-
ing number of similarly ill-natured
movies are designed to supply our
lockstep types with some sort of near
cultish affirmation of just how dark
the future appears to them. You think
maybe the Russians have also infil-
trated our films?

But for those who couldn’t care
less about where goeth our civiliza-
tion, or what some old dude who
writes film criticism thinks of his
popular culture, note that strewn
throughout its nihilism, Alien: Cov-
enant delivers that promised violence.
So fear not, bloodthirsty brethren
bemoaning the crackdown on cock-
fighting and the exit of bear-baiting
from among our well-attended na-
tional pastimes. Finding loopholes in
our moral code via the artificial and
synthetic means made possible by
celluloid and its digital heirs, such
indecencies have found new expres-
sion.

While horror is in the eye of the
beholder, this permutation of the
genre is not mere slice-and-dice a la
Jason, good old classic Frankenstein,
or the handheld mayhem of the
postmodern, “Blair Witch”
mishegoss. Frightening as those may
have been to generations of the
‘scare-me, scare-me’ crowd, there
has always been a tacit agreement

between film and viewer. You might
be catapulted from your seat, forced
to hide under it, or just close your
eyes. But afterwards, your senses re-
stored, you could look forward to
rainbows, puppies and butter pecan
ice cream cones.

With this determinedly
coldblooded variety, there is no such
understanding…only that you will be
fed shovel after shovel of
unredeeming bad news about the hu-
man condition. All that’s missing is
that welcoming sign Dante felt ap-
propriate to hang at the gates of Hell:
“Abandon All Hope Ye Who Enter
Here.” Which stirs me to suggest that
if indeed there is such a place, forcing
sinners to watch Alien: Covenant over
and over again might be an apt pun-
ishment for whatever evil they perpe-
trated in life, such as making movies
like this.

My preamble of disgruntlement
completed, tradition and good form
nevertheless require that I discuss the
plot. But I do so begrudgingly, mostly
for fear that it might unintentionally
whet an innocent cinema appetite or
two. Granted, the peek into the future
of space exploration is enticing. And
for a while the foray to distant galax-
ies, replete with smart techno-jargon
and gads of neat, spaceship gizmos
lighting the way to a great destiny,
satisfies expectations. But then the
boom drops. The nefariousness in-
vades and you see this for the sci-fi
fool’s gold it is.

Not one but two examples of artifi-
cial intelligence doing a Brave New
World version of dueling banjos
amidst a typical cast of human adven-
turers illustrate the different sorts of
brainpower that might be possessed
by the android set. The ‘to be or not to
be?’ nub at the core of their ultimate,
life and death (or, discontinuance, to
be more exact) struggle turns into a
whirling, lazy Susan of metaphors
feigning to reflect the nature of hu-
manity. But that’s just an excuse for
those signature, pterodactyl–looking
monsters to pop out of people’s stom-
achs and sicken yours.

Searching for a way to reconcile
the bad taste all this revulsion left in
my mouth, I thought about my big
sister Ann, who has always advo-
cated turning lemons into lemonade.
And I came up with this: Got any
worst enemies? Tell them how much
you enjoyed this film. And in the
event you have no such foes but sure
wish you did, recommending Alien:
Covenant should create them in
droves.

***
 Alien: Covenant, rated R, is a

Twentieth Century Fox release di-
rected by Ridley Scott and stars
Michael Fassbender, Katherine
Waterston and Billy Crudup. Run-
ning time: 122 minutes.

Summit Art Festival
Rescheduled for Sept. 17

SUMMIT – The Summit Down-
town Art Festival, co-organized by
the Visual Art Center of NJ and
Summit Downtown, Inc. (SDI), is
being rescheduled for Sunday, Sep-
tember 17, pending approval from
the Summit Common Council.

Originally slated for May 21, the
Art Festival will now be combined
with the 21st Annual Classic Car

Show, organized by the Summit Po-
lice Athletic League (P.A.L.). Over
100 classic and vintage cars will
line Union Place, Bank Street, and
Beechwood Road.

A variety of artists ranging from
photographers and painters to sculp-
tors and jewelry makers will be dis-
playing and selling their work in a
juried art show.

Auditions Set for Summer
Hispanic Theatre Festival

CRANFORD – CDC Theatre in
Cranford, New Jersey’s oldest con-
tinuously producing community the-
atre, is planning a new, summer Fes-
tival de Teatro Hispanico/ Hispanic
Theatre Festival. To celebrate the
beauty of the Spanish language, in
comedy and drama, the Festival will
present an evening of  one act plays
entirely in Spanish and span two week-
ends, July 28  to 29 and August 4 to 5.

The plays will explore the richness
of the Hispanic experience as reflected
in plays that mirror the pride, drama
and comedy of the human experi-
ence. Ana y las Langostas (Ana and
the Locusts), by Argentine playwright
Alicia Dolonsky, a coming of age
story of a young, teenage girl in a
world of turmoil, where the mysteries
of what is outside her walls inter-
mingle with the mysteries within. The

playwright will be directing the pro-
duction in this, its theatrical debut in
the United States. Bony y Kim (Bony
and Kim) is written by Carlos Canales.
A young couple takes to robbing fast
food places and finds themselves
media darlings. The comedy casts
doubt on their “heroes against the
machine” status, while making fun of
the society that gives them celebrity
status.

The festival is seeking actors of all
ages and levels of experience, men
and women. While Spanish speaking
is a must, fluency is not. Auditions
will be held at CDC Theatre, 78
Winans Avenue, Cranford on Sun-
day, June 11 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. and
sides will be provided; monologues
are not necessary. For more informa-
tion visit www.cdctheatre.org or con-
tact redmount@comcast.net.

Registration Open for
Summer Theater Workshops

UNION – After more than 10 years
in Cranford, The Theater Project is
replicating its popular young people’s
summer theater program to Union
Township. Both programs will run
from late June to early August and
culminate in a weekend of perfor-
mances of The Wizard of Oz for
friends, family and the community.
Along the way, students eight to 18
will act, sing, build confidence in
themselves, make friends and have a
wonderful time.

Both programs run Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday until per-
formance week.

Theater Project Jr. in Cranford is
an evening program at La Jardin Acad-
emy, 57 Myrtle Street, and Theater
Project Jr. Camp in Union is an after-

noon program at Connecticut Farms
School, Stuyvesant Avenue.

 Theater Project Jr. has been serv-
ing students and families in Union,
Essex and Middlesex counties for
over 10 years.

Sign-up deadline for both the Union
and Cranford programs is Friday, June
9.

Details and registration are avail-
able at www.TheTheaterProject.org.
For more information, call director
Mary Iannelli (732) 261-0096 or visit
the website.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

W-H Students Inducted
Into Language Hon. Soc.

Phi Kappa Phi
Inductees Told

UNION – The following local resi-
dents recently were initiated at Kean
Unversity into the Honor Society of
Phi Kappa Phi, the nation's oldest and
most selective all-discipline collegiate
honor society.

Thomas Buccine Jr. of Cranford,
Julie Hutchinson of Westfield, Krista
Baldowski of Cranford, Marianne
Jennings of Mountainside and Sharon
Yutz of Scotch Plains.

These residents are among approxi-
mately 30,000 students, faculty, pro-
fessional staff and alumni to be initi-
ated into Phi Kappa Phi each year.
Membership is by invitation only and
requires nomination and approval by
a chapter.

Sara Hayes Named to
Honor Societies

READING, Penn. – Sara Hayes of
Scotch Plains, was named a member
of the Alpha Phi Sigma honor society
and a member of the St Thomas More
Local CJ Honor Society. Sara is study-
ing Criminal Justice at Alvernia Uni-
versity, and is a gradaute of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

St. Thomas More is the local honor
society of the criminal justice depart-
ment. New members must be crimi-
nal justice majors, must be active
members of the Criminal Justice As-
sociation, must have attained junior
status academically at time of appli-
cation, must have completed 15 cred-
its in criminal justice at Alvernia at
the time of application, must have a
3.2 grade point average in their major
and a 3.2 overall grade point average
at the time of application, must attend
the banquet in all years of eligibility,
must attend Honors Convocation, and
must demonstrate knowledge of the
life of Saint Thomas More as a model
and patron for criminal justice ma-
jors.

Alpha Phi Sigma is the Criminal
Justice National Honor Society at
Alvernia University. Its purpose is to
promote critical thinking, rigorous
scholarship and lifelong learning to
keep abreast of the advances in scien-
tific research, to elevate the ethical
standards of the criminal justice pro-
fession and to sustain in the public
mind the benefit and necessity of edu-
cation and professional training. Al-

pha Phi Sigma has recognized
Alvernia University as the Gamma
Nu Chapter. The nationally recog-
nized chapter strives for the commit-
ment to lifelong learning.

EDISON – The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison held its annual World
Language Honor Societies induction
ceremony on May 18.

Twenty-one Upper School students
were inducted into three honor societ-
ies - Chinese, Latin and Spanish. Jamie
Segraves, World Language Depart-
ment chair, delivered the welcome,
which was followed by the introduc-
tion to the honor societies, candle cer-
emony and honor society oaths.

This year’s honorees include:
Chinese – CJ Stueck of Scotch

Plains and Edward Zhang of Scotch
Plains.

Latin – Sarah Hoffman of Cranford
and Kelly Lawrence of Scotch Plains.

All inductees received certificates
and graduating seniors were presented
with honor cords. Parents, faculty
and staff members and friends en-
joyed an international buffet after the
ceremony.
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Westfield Art Association Hosts
95-Year Anniversary Night

Westfield Historical Society Offers
An Afternoon of Music and Dance

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – “It’s going to be
quite a celebratory night,” said
Michael Endy, the president of the
Westfield Art Association concern-
ing the upcoming event that is open
to the public. The 95th Year anniver-
sary of the association will be cel-
ebrated on Friday, June 9 from 5 to 8
p.m. at Masker’s Barn in the De-
serted Village. The Barn is a beauti-
fully restored Union County event
space in the Watchung Reservation.

 “The gorgeous Masker’s Barn in
Deserted Village has been com-
pletely renovated. It houses confer-
ences, receptions and marriages,” he
explained. “We were so pleased when
we could book our event there.”

The night will feature one work
only of each art association member
who wishes to display. The works
will be on sale and the proceeds will

go directly to the artists themselves.
Libations, hot and cold hors
d’oeuvres and desserts will encour-
age a cocktail atmosphere. “This is
an opportunity for people who might
not spend an entire day in an art
museum, but would like a night of
culture to see the talent of our local
artists. A harpist will play quietly in
the background. We decided we
wanted to make sure people could
enjoy conversation with each other
and not have to shout over a band,”
Mr. Endy said in a phone interview
with The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

The cost of the evening is $25 per
adult. Tickets may be bought online
at westfieldartassociation.org or at
the Juxtapose Gallery, South Avenue
Arts.

A brief part of the evening will be
an introduction to the work of
Roberto de la Selva, a lesser known
sculptor. On a Visa to America, he

lived in the Deserted Village and
painted murals. “We can’t help but
share our art work and soon to be
restored murals of Mr. de la Selva,”
Mr. Endy explained.

Memberships to the Westfield Art
Association are $45 per adult, $35
for senior citizens and $15 for stu-
dents. “Ours is a newly-structured
and growing organization that is
available to all folks who are inter-
ested in sharing their love of art,” he
said. Mr. Endy, the president of the
organization for the last three years,
is expecting a great night of light
food, culture and conversation.

 Since 1922, the Westfield Art As-
sociation, a 501(c)(3) non-profit,
completely volunteer organization,
has provided art education and public
exhibitions. It continues today to ac-
tively encourage its many members
in the pursuit of individual artistic
goals and growth by presenting all
mediums and all experience levels.

GREASED LIGHTNIN’...The CDC Young Artist Program will be performing Grease on Friday, June 9 at 8 p.m. and
Saturday, June 10 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. at the CDC Theatre in Cranford. Tickets can be purchased at www.cdctheatre.org.
Pictured above the cast rehearses Greased Lightnin’.

WESTFIELD – The public is in-
vited to join the Westfield Historical
Society and their guests for a fun-filled
afternoon of music and dance on the
front lawn of the Reeve House on
Saturday, June 10 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Al and Efrat from the local band
The Fine Line will be returning at
popular request to perform from their
extensive repertoire of popular songs.
Fine Line regularly performs on Sat-
urday evenings at 16 Prospect in

downtown Westfield.
 In addition to the live music, in-

structors from the Westfield Ballroom
(formerly the Fred Astaire dance stu-
dio) and the Westfield Y Dance Acad-
emy adult tap class, together with
some adult dance students, will be
dancing on the large outdoor dance
floor. The audience will also be in-
vited to try out various steps, guided
by teachers and advanced students.

Admission is $5 for adults and free

for  kids under 5.  Admission includes
complimentary light refreshments and
baked goods will be on sale.

There is no rain-date so please call
the Westfield Historical Society for
inclement weather information at
(908) 654-1794.

For more information on the
Westfield Historical Society and the
Reeve House, which is located at 314
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

Fanwood Arts Council to Host
Book Launch for Nancy Lubarsky
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Arts

Council and the Carriage House Po-
etry Series will host a book launch,
reception and poetry reading for Cran-
ford resident Nancy Lubarsky and her
recently published book, The Only

Proof, on Saturday, June 17 from 3
p.m. to 5 p.m. The reception and read-
ing will take place at the Patricia Kuran
Arts Center adjacent to Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall (GPS use 75 North Martine
Ave., Fanwood). The event is free and

open to the public.
The Only Proof, published this

month by Kelsay Books (a division of
Aldrich Press), is Ms. Lubarsky’s sec-
ond collection of poems. She has been
an educator for over 35 years in vari-
ous roles as teacher, curriculum super-
visor, principal, adjunct professor, and
currently school superintendent in
Mountainside. She holds a Doctorate
in English Education from Rutgers
University.

According to Carriage House Poetry
Series founding director, Adele Kenny,
“The Only Proof is a deeply focused
collection filled with skillfully crafted
language and rich imagery.”

All are invited to attend this free
event. Refreshments will be served.
Copies of The Only Proof will be
available for purchase.

6 Bedrooms  •  5 Full & 2 Half Baths  •  .6 mile to Downtown Westfield

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Cell: 908-347-3483
www.NJTopHomes.com

Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue

908 233-5555

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate

LUXURIOUS NEW CONSTRUCTION BY BUONTEMPO HOMES

Buontempo Homes introduces two spectacular 5,000 square foot homes with impeccable details throughout. These magnificent residences are located on the Northside of Westfield, just .6 mile walking distance to Downtown
Westfield. Both homes feature 4 meticulously finished floors with 6 bedrooms, 5 full baths, along with 2 half baths. Upon arrival, you will proceed up the paver walkway to the custom front door. The welcoming and impressive two story
foyer is your first taste of the high end home. The first floor boasts a living room, dining room, kitchen, large family room with a gas fireplace, and a bedroom suite with a full bath. There is also an additional powder room along with a
mudroom and custom storage. The kitchen is equipped with state of the art stainless steel appliances, quartz counters, and custom wood cabinetry from Medallion. Moreover, all the bathrooms feature high end furniture style vanities.
There are also soaring 10 foot coffered ceilings with a decorative molding package. Let’s proceed up the elegant staircase to the second floor. The master suite satisfies even the highest standards. It features a huge 19’ by 16’ bedroom
with a coffered ceiling, fireplace, and his and her custom closets. The master bathroom includes a 6 foot Jacuzzi tub and a separate frameless glass shower stall, double sink vanities, and quartz counters. There are 3 additional bedrooms
on the second floor. 2 of the bedrooms share a Jack and Jill bathroom. The 3rd bedroom is a beautiful princess suite with a walk-in closet. It also includes a bath with a shower stall. On top of all this, the second floor has a laundry room
with an utility sink. The third level features a large bedroom/recreational room with 2 custom closets and a full bath. Wait…there’s more! The lower level with plush carpeting features a large recreational area and media room with a
half bath. Both homes also offer a backyard with a paver patio, rear and side yard fencing, and front and rear blue stone porches. If it’s ultimate comfort and accommodation you seek these are the homes for you! Offered at $1,495,000.

121 Benson Place, Westfield 123 Benson Place, Westfield
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Frustration in the early innings
caused some concern but the
third-seeded Cranford High
School Cougars kept plugging
away to take a two-run lead only
to see it fade away in the sev-
enth that paved the way for an
extra-inning endurance run
against 11-seeded Ferris in the
quarterfinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tour-
nament at Memorial Field in
Cranford on May 26. After a
missed opportunity in the eighth

and another in the ninth, Ryan
Bakie bounced an RBI single to
leftfield, scoring Matt Perino in
the bottom of the 10th inning to
reward the 18-7 Cougars with a
5-4 victory over the Bulldogs
from Jersey City.

The 18-12 Bulldogs advanced
to the quarterfinals with an 8-3
win over sixth-seeded Rahway
and despite being the 11th seed,
had chalked up several impres-
sive wins over viable opponents.

“We knew we were in for a
dogfight. They are well coached
and come to play. We scouted

them several times. He does a
nice job, Mr. Hogan, and it was a
good one to get,” Cougar Head
Coach Dennis McCaffery said.

The Cougars totaled eight hits,
four off starter Fernando Zayas
and four off reliever Norvin Bierd.
In addition to his winning single,
Bakie doubled, stole a base and
scored once. Brian Oblachinski
stole a pair of bases and scored
the Cougars’ first run and Tyler
Szczech (2-for-4) drilled a key
two-run single. Tom Armstrong
singled, doubled and drew an
RBI walk. James Shriner and Matt
Perino both singled and scored
once.

The Bulldogs rapped 11 hits,
10 off starter Vince Genova, who
pitched seven innings, while

walking none and striking out
eight. Kevin Donovan relieved
and pitched three innings of one-
hit ball, while walking two and
striking out four.

“Vince Genova did a nice job.
Kevin Donovan came in and did a
nice job. Ferris played a great
game. They played hard the

whole way and we were fortu-
nate enough to get a run in that
last inning,” Cougar Head Coach
Dennis McCaffery said.

“Successful high school pitch-
ers usually have a fastball and a
curveball but Donovan has an
arsenal of off-speed pitches he
can throw at will. It’s definitely
something good for a young
player like him,” Bakie said.

“I love him. He’s my best friend,”
chuckled Oblachinski. “He gets
on the mound, he throws strikes.
People mostly have to put the
ball in play to get on base. He
works fast. He’s got a great
curveball and changeup. He was
successful on the mound and
kept us in the game.”

The first bit of frustration for
the Cougars came in the second
inning. Armstrong tapped a lead-

BAKIE WHACKS WINNING RBI 1B, SZCZECH 2 RBI; OBLACHINSKI 2 STOLEN BASES, RUN

Cougars Outlast Ferris, 5-4, in 10-Inning Baseball Classic

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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off single, Szczech walked and
Perino laid down a bunt single to
load the bases with no outs. A
strikeout was followed by a

double play. The third inning had
Oblachinski on third and Bakie
on second with one out but an-
other strikeout followed by a

grounder back to the mound kept
the score 0-0.

“Getting runs early is definitely
key. If you go up early in most

high school games, you will win.
Not scoring runs there definitely
came back to bite us but in the
end it didn’t really matter,”

Oblachinski said.
“Coach Mac always talks about

situational hitting. Early in the
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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game we were not that success-
ful with it but later in the game,
we usually get better and we
come through when it really
matters,” Bakie said.

“We definitely were a little bit
frustrated but we stuck with it
and kept getting better,” Szczech
added.

The Bulldogs broke into the
scoring column in the top of the
fifth when Frank Hernandez
singled and Miguel Valentin
launched a two-run homer over
the leftfield fence.

But Oblachinski got his team
going in the Cougar fifth. After
reaching first, Oblachinski quickly
stole second, his second of the
afternoon, and dashed to third
on a wild pitch.

“He was all over the plate on his
pitches. I got a great jump on
both of them and beat it out,”
Oblachinski commented.

Shriner and Mike Meola both
walked to load the bases and
Armstrong earned an RBI by
being walked also. Szczech
stepped up and lined a two-run
single to center. putting the

Cougars up 3-2.
“The first pitch I didn’t really

like. The second I got the
changeup a little high in the zone.
I took it and away it went, straight
down the middle,” Szczech de-
scribed.

In the sixth inning, Bakie ham-
mered a ground rule double to
right, stole third on the first pitch,
which drew an overthrow by the
catcher, allowing Bakie to skip
home for a 4-2 lead.

“My first at-bat coach Mac didn’t
have the pitches, He had a first
pitch slider that I wasn’t expect-
ing. I shouldn’t have swung at it
but I did and grounded out to the
shortstop but my second at-bat
coach Mac had the pitches. He
gave me a fastball. I knew it was
coming and I put the ball in play,”
Bakie described with his ground
rule double.

It appeared that the Cougars
were about to wrap up the vic-
tory in the seventh when they

had two outs in the books and a
runner on first but Hernandez
dribbled a 25-foot infield single,
Valentin lined an RBI single to
left and Kevin Polanco scribbled
a deep infield RBI single to tie the
score.

Bakie had a chance to end it in

the eighth with two outs and with
Pat Connelly on second but he hit
a sharp grounder to short for the
third out. Armstrong bashed a
two-out double in the ninth but
the next batter grounded out to
second.

The Cranford 10th began with

Perino reaching first when the
shortstop bobbled the ball and
moved to second on Mike McGee’s
sacrifice bunt. Oblachinski
grounded out to the pitcher for
the second out then Bakie did his
magic with a hopping RBI single
to left.

“Coach Mac had fastball first. I
loaded up early and hit the ball,”
Bakie explained.

The Cougars would host the
semifinals on May 30 against the
Red Bank Regional Bucs, who
won a 15-inning, 3-2, classic over
Middletown North.

“Anything can happen! We are
going to work hard the next
couple of days in practice and we
are going to get ready for Red
Bank,” Oblachinski said.

“We are going to take it one day
at a time. We are going to focus
on practice on Saturday and be
ready for Red Bank on Tuesday,”
Bakie said.

“It’s the team, all of us working
hard, getting on base, getting
the runs in,” Szczech added.
Ferris 000 020 200 0 4
Cranford 000 031 000 1 5

Probitas Verus Honos

more photos next page
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Cougars Outlast Ferris Bulldogs, 5-4, in 10-inning Classic North 2, Section Quarterfinal



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-5  Thursday, June 1, 2017

goleader.com/ballyhoo

JPS Hawks Slip Past Blue Devils, 3-1, in North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Softball

more photos next page
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Dwyer, Moncayo, Mozie, Cadet Win Events in Section Track & Field Championships
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Boosters Scholarship
Speech – May 17, 2017

John Fietkiewicz
Scholarship Speech – Introduc-

tion
Distinguished guests, coaches,

senior athletes, fellow Boosters,
parents and friends — Good
evening. Tonight, it is my privi-
lege to present the Booster “Stu-
dent-Athlete” awards – a tradi-
tion that began in 1968, when
only one scholarship was
awarded. This year 30 scholar-
ships will be presented.

These student athlete scholar-
ship awards are being presented
in honor of, and in memory of,
coaches, athletes, and Boosters
and on behalf of local sports or-
ganizations.

Some scholarships are funded
by the Boosters Association it-
self. Others have been funded in
whole or in part by The Friends of
Westfield Track, John Bennett,
The family of Toni Bristol, The
family of Greta Schoenemann,
The friends and family of Marge
and Bob Brewster, The John Byrne
family, The Westfield Baseball
League, The Girls Softball League
of Westfield, The Westfield

Basketball Association, The
Westfield PAL, The Westfield
Wrestling Foundation, The
Friends of Girls Lacrosse, The
family of Deborah Tuohy, The
Lessner family, The Tresnan fam-
ily, The Wilt Family, The family of
Judith and Bruce McLane, The
Westfield High School Class of
1964, and an anonymous donor
who has provided funding to-
ward the scholarships in honor of
Peter Houlihan.

Earlier this year, Westfield
Booster Scholarship applications
were delivered to the high school
athletic office, which made them
available to every senior athlete
at Westfield High School.

A scholarship committee, which
consisted of Bret Cummings, Bill
Taylor, Gary Fox, Jeff Bryk, Ja-
son McLane, and myself, evalu-
ated the candidates based on the
information received from the
athletes themselves, the Guid-
ance department, and Supervi-
sor of Athletics, Sandy Mamary,
who also reviewed all the appli-
cations.

The selection criteria consisted
of: athletic achievement, scho-
lastic performance, and leader-

ship qualities, with achievement
given the most emphasis. Finan-
cial need was not a consider-
ation, although we hope that the
funds will be of assistance to the
recipients as they begin their
college careers.

On behalf of the entire commit-
tee, I would like to thank the
Westfield Boosters Association,
the Westfield High School
coaches, the High School guid-
ance counselors, and the High
School athletic department, es-
pecially Erin Mone, for all of their
help in the selection process.

I would also like to thank Joe
DeRosa, who coordinated the
production of the plaques that
the honorees will receive to com-
memorate their awards, and Joe
Barmakian, the Chairman of the
Dinner Committee who coordi-
nated everything else here to-
night.

It was not an easy task to choose
the winners from such a large
and deserving group of student
athletes, but we tried to do our
best in selecting these excep-
tional scholar athletes.

As I announce the scholarships,
I ask that the presenter or pre-

senters come forward and stand
to my right. As I announce the
scholarship winner, I ask the stu-
dent – athlete to come forward
to receive the award from the
presenter. I also ask the recipi-
ent and the presenter to remain
at the front of the room as I share
the highlights of the student’s
accomplishments that earned
them the award. Parents, feel
free to take a picture at this time
if you would like.

The Walter L. Clarkson Honor-
ary Award: The first award will be
the Walter L. Clarkson Honorary
Award, and it will be presented
by Jen Buccino, the coach of the
Westfield High School girls’ cross-
country and track teams.

The Walter L. Clarkson Honor-
ary award is presented by the
Friends of Westfield Track to
honor the memory of Walt
Clarkson, the renowned coach of
Westfield cross country and track
teams, and it is given each year
to a member of one of Westfield
High School’s cross country or
track teams.

This year’s winner of The Walter
L. Clarkson Honorary Award is
Aditya Singh. Aditya is the son

of Varsha and Raj Singh. Aditya
earned 8 varsity letters – 3 in
cross country, 2 in winter track,
and 3 in spring track.

He was a captain of the cross-
country team, the winter track
team, and the spring track team.
He was the Most Valuable Senior
Runner on the cross-country
team and the winter track team.
After the 2016 cross-country sea-
son, he was also named first
team All-County, first team All-
Conference, and second team All
Group 4.

Aditya is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, a member
of the Symphonic Band, and he
maintains a 4.0 GPA. Aditya will
attend Stevenson University,
where he will continue his out-
standing running career.

Congratulations Aditya.
Alumni Scholarship: The next

award, the Alumni Scholarship,
is funded jointly by the Westfield
School Boosters Association and
John and Faith Bennett. John is a
former president of the Westfield
Boosters, and the Bennett daugh-
ters Claire (2008), Julie (2006),
and Ali (2003) graduated from

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Samantha Alfano Owen BartokAditya Singh Lizzie Brucia Loukas Carayannopoulos

Westfield School Boosters Association Presents 50th Annual
Booster Club Awards to 30 High School Senior Athletes
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Westfield High School, where
they participated in varsity ath-
letics. Tonight, the award will be
presented by Bret Cummings,
co-chair of the Scholarship Com-
mittee, on behalf of the Bennett
family.

This year’s winner of the Alumni
Scholarship is Owen Bartok.
Owen is the son of Kristin and
Rick Bartok. Owen earned 4 var-
sity letters in tennis, and he is a
captain of the team this year.
Owen was the Union County
champion at third singles in 2015
and 2017, and the Union County
champion at first doubles in 2016.

Off the tennis court, Owen is a
distinguished honor roll student,
a National Merit Commended
Scholar, and a member of the
National Honor Society who main-
tains a 4.3 GPA. He is also a
member of the Model UN and the
Wall St. Club, and the Co-founder
of the Special Olympics of NJ
Tennis Clinic.

Owen will attend Tufts Univer-
sity, where he will play tennis.

Congratulations Owen.
The Toni Bristol Honorary

Award: The Toni Bristol Honor-
ary Award will be presented by
George Kapner, the varsity coach
of the boys tennis team. This
award is given to honor Toni
Bristol, a long time volunteer
coach in lacrosse, girl’s soccer,
and girl’s basketball at Westfield
High School.

This year’s winner of the Toni
Bristol Honorary Award is

Hannah Prieto, who unfortu-
nately cannot be here tonight.
Laurie McCormack, one of
Hannah’s coaches, will accept the
award on her behalf. Hannah is
the daughter of Shari Cohen and
Anthony Prieto. Hannah earned
4 varsity letters as a member of
the gymnastics team, and she
was a captain of the team.

Hannah was the County cham-
pion on the bars in her sopho-
more year; the County cham-
pion on the beam and in the floor
exercises in her senior year; and
she is currently representing
Westfield High School and New
Jersey in the National High School
Gymnastics Championship in
Florida.

Hannah is the Co-founder of
Homefirst, an organization that
raises money for the homeless,
and she is an Honor Roll student.
Hannah will attend Rutgers Uni-
versity in New Brunswick, and
she will compete on the Gymnas-
tics team.

Congratulations Hannah.
The Gary Kehler Award: The

next award is the Gary Kehler
Award, which will be presented
by Coach Kehler’s son Glen, a
Westfield High School Hall of
Fame member. This award is
given by the Westfield Boosters
in memory of Gary Kehler,
Westfield High School’s “Hall of
Fame” former Athletic Director,
football coach, wrestling coach,
and golf coach.

This year’s winner of the Gary

Kehler Award is Michael
Moriarty. Mike is the son of
Dianne and Kevin Moriarty. Mike
earned three varsity letters in
football and three in lacrosse. He
is also a captain of the lacrosse
team.

Mike was an outstanding kicker
on two state-championship foot-
ball teams. He set four Westfield
High School kicking records, and
he has received All-Division, All
Group 5, and All State recogni-
tion for his efforts. Michael was
picked as one of Central Jersey’s
“Top 125 Lacrosse Players to
Watch” this year, but a knee
injury has kept him off the field.
Nevertheless, he has continued
to help lead the team by assist-
ing the coaching staff whenever
and however he is needed.

Mike is an honor roll student, a
member of the Model UN and the
Optimist Club, a volunteer on the
Presbyterian Church Mission
Trips, and a youth lacrosse and
soccer coach.

Mike will attend Miami Univer-
sity of Ohio in the fall.

Congratulations Mike.
The Jack Martin Spirit Award:

The next award is the Jack Martin
Spirit Award, and the award will
be presented by Chris Tafelski,
the coach of the Westfield High
School boys’ cross-country and
track teams.

This scholarship is given by the
Friends of Westfield Track in
honor of legendary Westfield High
School cross-country and track

coach Jack Martin, who began
his service as a Westfield coach
in 1972. The award is given to a
male runner who exemplifies the
spirit, commitment, and achieve-
ment evidenced by Jack Martin’s
long and distinguished service to
the Boys Cross-Country, Winter
Track, and Spring Track pro-
grams.

The winner of the Jack Martin
Spirit Award is Jake Triarsi. Jake
is the son of Krista and Joe Triarsi.
Jake earned 10 varsity letters –
three in cross-country, three in
winter track, and four in spring
track. He was also a captain of
the cross-country, winter track,
and spring track teams.

In cross-country, Jake received
first and second team All-Coun-
try recognition as a junior and a
senior, and he was first team All-
Conference in both of those years
as well. After the indoor season
this year, he was third team All-
County in the 1600, and last
spring, he was the anchor of the
County champion 4 x 1600 relay
team.

Jake is a distinguished honor
roll student and a member of the
National Honor Society. Jake will
attend the University of Miami,
where he will continue to run
track and cross-country.

Congratulations Jake.
The Thom Hornish Achievement

Award: The next award is the
Thom Hornish Achievement
Award, and it will be presented
by Donna Hornish. This award is

given by the Friends of Westfield
Track in memory of legendary
Westfield High School cross-
country and track coach Thom
Hornish, who began his service
as a Westfield coach in 1973. The
award is given to a female runner
who exemplifies the spirit, com-
mitment, sense of community
and team, and achievement as
evidenced by Thom Hornish’s
long and distinguished service to
the Girls’ Cross-Country, Winter
Track, and Spring Track pro-
grams.

The winner of the Thom Hornish
Achievement Award is Cindy
Qiang. Cindy is the daughter of
Jessie Qiang and Christopher
Stevenson. Cindy earned 10 var-
sity letters – 3 in cross-country,
3 in winter track, and 4 in spring
track. She was a captain of the
winter track team and a captain
of the cross-country team. Cindy
was the Most Valuable Senior
Runner on the winter team; she
was the County and Conference
freshman cross-country cham-
pion; and she was a member of
the meet record-setting distance
medley relay team at the Union
County Relays in 2014.

Cindy is a distinguished honor
roll student who maintains a 4.4
GPA. She is a member of the
National Honor Society and the
National Youth Leadership Fo-
rum. She is also an officer or
member of the Strive Scholar-
ship Club, the Women in Science

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Club, the Spanish Club, and the
Red Cross Club. And she is a
talented artist and musician who
has garnered several accolades
for her work.

This fall, Cindy will enter New
York University’s seven-year den-
tal program.

Congratulations Cindy.
The Peter Houlihan Awards: The

next two awards are the Peter
Houlihan Memorial Awards. These
awards will be presented by Ja-
son McLane, whose father Bruce
was a close friend of Mr. Houlihan.

These two scholarships are
funded by an anonymous
Westfield Booster, as well as by
the Westfield School Boosters
Association itself. They are given
to a male and female student
athlete to honor the late Peter
Houlihan, a past member of the
Boosters and a “tireless worker
on behalf of the youth of
Westfield.” Peter was especially
active in promoting soccer
through his work with the
Westfield Soccer Association.

Houlihan Award – Female Re-
cipient: This year’s female re-
cipient of the Peter Houlihan
Memorial Award is Keren
Moncayo. Keren is the daughter
of Katherine Munoz. Keren earned
six varsity letters – 3 each in
winter track and spring track.

Keren is a captain of the spring
track team, and was the Most
Valuable Senior for the field
events in the winter season.
Throughout her career, Keren

has consistently placed high in
all the throwing events, particu-
larly the javelin. For example,
she placed first in the javelin at
last year’s Cougar Classic and
Conference Championship; third
at the State Sectionals; and
eighth at the Group Champion-
ships. She has also recorded
many top 10 finishes in the dis-
cus and the shot put.

Keren is a member of the Fu-
ture Physicians and Scientist’s
Club, and she volunteers her time
as a teacher in the Cub Scouts’
Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, and Math program. Keren
will attend Union County College
to begin her career in criminal
justice.

Congratulations Keren.
Houlihan Award – Male Recipi-

ent: The male recipient of this
year’s Peter Houlihan Memorial
award is Loukas
Careyannopoulos. Loukas is the
son of Mary and Leon
Careyannopoulos.

Loukas earned 4 varsity letters
in soccer; he was a captain of the
soccer team in both his junior
and senior years; and he was
voted the team’s Most Valuable
Senior. Loukas was first team
All-County in both his junior and
senior years; and he has re-
ceived All-State and All-Section
recognition as well.

Loukas is a distinguished honor
roll student who maintains a 4.3
GPA. He is a member of the
National Honor Society, and he is

a National Merit Commended
Scholar. Loukas will attend MIT,
where he will play soccer.

Congratulations Loukas.
The Westfield Basketball Asso-

ciation Awards – Male and Fe-
male: The Westfield Basketball
Association Awards will be pre-
sented by Bill Taylor, the Trea-
surer of the WBA. These awards
are given on behalf of the
Westfield Basketball Association
to male and female varsity bas-
ketball players who have dem-
onstrated good sportsmanship
and leadership on the basketball
court.

WBA Award – Male Recipient:
The male recipient of the WBA
award is Matt LaCorte. Matt is
the son of Sally and Jim LaCorte.
Matt earned three varsity letters
in basketball and one in baseball.
Matt was a captain of the basket-
ball team this year, and he has
received All-Conference and All-
Area recognition for his play on
the court.

And recently, Matt was chosen
as the male recipient from
Westfield High School of the Union
County Scholar Athlete Award.
Matt will attend Susquehanna
University, where he will play
basketball.

Congratulations Matt.
WBA Award – Female Recipi-

ent: The female recipient of the
WBA Award is Shannon Devitt.
Shannon is the daughter of Peggy
and Alan Devitt. Shannon earned
four varsity letters in basketball,

two in field hockey, and one in
softball. She was also the cap-
tain of both the basketball team
and the field hockey team.

In basketball, Shannon earned
All-Conference and All-Area rec-
ognition after each of her junior
and senior seasons, and she is
third on the high school’s all-
time career rebound list.

In field hockey, Shannon re-
ceived All-Conference recogni-
tion after her senior season, and
she was the recipient of the
Coaches Choice Award.

Shannon is a distinguished
honor roll student and a member
of the National Honor Society,
who maintains a 4.1 GPA. She is
the first chair tuba player for the
High School’s Symphonic Band
and the High School’s Wind En-
semble.

Shannon was the recipient of
the Girl Scouts’ Silver and Bronze
Award, and recently, Shannon
was selected as the Westfield

High School recipient of the
NJSIAA’s Scholar-Athlete Award.

Shannon will attend The Col-
lege of New Jersey, where she
will play basketball.

Congratulations Shannon.
The John Byrne Memorial Schol-

arship: The next award is the
John Byrne Memorial Scholar-
ship Award. It will be presented
by Owen Brand, a friend of Mr.
Byrne and his family.

This scholarship is presented
by the Byrne family in memory of
John Byrne, a former varsity ath-
lete at Westfield High School in
the late 1970s, to a male or
female varsity athlete who has
competed in at least two sports.
The recipient must have exhib-
ited leadership, determination,
hustle, academic achievement,
and school and community in-
volvement.

This year’s winner is Hannah
Liddy. Hannah is the daughter of
Alesia and Michael Liddy. Hannah
earned 10 varsity letters – four in
lacrosse, four in soccer, and two
in basketball. She is also a cap-
tain of the lacrosse team this
season.

An Allstate Athlete of the Week,
Hannah led the lacrosse team in
goals and assists last season and
in points the year before. A four-
year varsity starter on the soccer
team, Hannah led the team in
goals as a freshman and earned
All County recognition as a re-
sult.
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Hannah is an honor roll stu-
dent. She volunteers for the Boys
and Girls Club of Union County;
she helped with the clean-up from
the devastation of Hurricane
Sandy; and she participated in a
volunteer trip to Tanzania, where
she taught English to children
and helped with construction of
desks and other school essen-
tials. Hannah also volunteers as
a youth soccer and lacrosse
coach.

This fall, Hannah will attend the
University of Denver, and she
will play lacrosse there.

Congratulations Hannah.
The Friends and Family of Marge

and Bob Brewster: The next
scholarship is the Friends and
Family of Marge and Bob Brewster
Scholarship. Presenting the
award will be Bob Brewster, the
varsity baseball coach at
Westfield High School.

The Brewster scholarship is
given in honor of long-time
Westfield residents Marge and
the late Bob Brewster, Sr., by
their family and friends. The par-
ents of four former Westfield High
School athletes, the Brewsters
have been long-time supporters
of the Boosters and the local
football, basketball, and base-
ball programs.

This year’s winner of the
Brewster scholarship is Connor
Scanlon. Connor is the son of
Anne Marie Scanlon and the late
Kevin Scanlon.  Connor earned
two varsity letters in football and

two in baseball.
A closer on the baseball team,

Connor recorded the fourth most
saves in school history in 2016,
and he ranked sixth on the all-
time school list prior to the start
of the spring season this year.
And last week, Connor was the
winning pitcher in the team’s
County Championship win over
Cranford. In football, Connor led
the team in special teams tackles
in 2016 and was an integral part
of that state championship team.

Off the field, Connor is a Peer
Minister at St. Helen’s and has
participated in many Church
sponsored service trips. Connor
will attend the University of South
Carolina in the fall.

Congratulations Connor.
Class of 2008 Newman-Olsen

Memorial Award: The Class of
2008 Newman-Olsen Memorial
Award is given by the Wilt Family
to a deserving varsity football
and/or baseball player with ex-
ceptional talent and demon-
strated leadership qualities as
exemplified by Scott Newman
and Justin Olsen during their high
school careers. Vince Wilt will
present the award.

The winner of the Class of 2008
Newman-Olsen Memorial Award
is Kyle Dombroski. Kyle is the
son of Beth and Frank Dombroski.
Kyle earned seven varsity letters
– three in football and four in
lacrosse. He was also a captain of
the lacrosse team this year.

After last year’s state champi-

onship football season, Kyle
earned first team All-Conference
honors, second team All-Area
honors, and an All-State honor-
able mention. After last spring’s
lacrosse season, Kyle was hon-
ored as an Under Armour All-
American, and earlier this year,
he was cited as a “Defender to
Watch” in New Jersey.

Kyle will attend the University
of Denver, and he will play la-
crosse there.

Congratulations Kyle.
Westfield Wrestling Foundation

Scholarship Award: The Westfield
Wrestling Foundation Scholarship
Award is given on behalf of the
Westfield Wrestling Foundation
to a varsity wrestler who has
demonstrated outstanding wres-
tling ability as well as leadership
and sportsmanship both on and
off the mat. Al Rabinowitz will
present the award on behalf of
the Westfield Wrestling Founda-
tion.

The winner of the Westfield
Wrestling Foundation Scholarship
Award is Jack Miller. Jack is the
son of Carolyn and Tom Miller.
Jack earned 4 varsity letters in
wrestling. He was also a captain
of the team and received All-
Area recognition from The Cou-
rier News. Wrestling in the 195
pound weight class, Jack was the
2017 County champion, the Dis-
trict Champion, and the Roselle
Park Tournament champion. He
also placed third in the Regions
and fifth in the State tourna-

ment.
Jack is a Transition Leader, a

youth wrestling coach, and a
volunteer facilitator for Imagine,
an organization that assists chil-
dren who have experienced the
death of a parent. Jack will at-
tend the University of Virginia,
and he will continue his wrestling
career there.

Congratulations Jack.
The Greta Schoenemann Me-

morial Scholarship: The next
award is the Greta Schoenemann
Memorial Scholarship, and it will
be presented by Greta’s father,
Robert Schoenemann. To honor
Greta’s memory, the Boosters,
her family, and her friends, have
established a scholarship in her
name to be awarded to a senior
girl soccer player about whom it
can be said – “she was a great
teammate.”

This year’s winner of the Greta
Schoenemann Memorial Schol-
arship is Rafaela Laitamaki.
Raffi is the daughter of Sinikka
and Jukka Laitamaki. Raffi earned
four varsity letters in soccer, and
she was a captain of the team
this year. A four-year varsity
starter, Raffi received All-County
and All- State recognition in her
senior year and All-County rec-
ognition in her junior year. She
also received the Lady Blue Devil
“All In” award this year.

Raffi is a distinguished honor
roll student who maintains a 4.3
GPA. She is a member of the
National Honor Society and the

National Spanish Honor Society.
Raffi is an officer of the Youth in
Government Club, the Orchestra
Leadership Team, the Spanish
Club, and the Finnish Pen Pal
Club, which she founded. She is
also a Transition Leader and a
member of the Model UN.

Raffi will attend New York Uni-
versity this fall.

Congratulations Raffi.
The Jim Nicoll Scholarship

Award: Jim McCutcheon, a
Trustee of the Friends of Westfield
Track, will present the next award
– the Jim Nicoll Scholarship
Award.

This scholarship honors Mr. Jim
Nicoll, who has served as the
Financial Secretary of the Friends
of Westfield Track for many years.
This award recognizes the com-
mitment made by a student ath-
lete to the Cross Country and/or
Track and Field programs both
as a competitor and as a volun-
teer to the Friends of Westfield
Track and the Westfield commu-
nity.

This year’s winner is Devyn
Heinzerling. Devyn is the
daughter of Annie and Glenn
Heinzerling. Devyn earned 9 var-
sity letters in cross country, win-
ter track, and spring track. She
also was a Captain of each of
those three teams.

In cross country, Devyn set the
school record at Greystone Park
in 2016, and she earned All-
County recognition as a junior.
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On the track, Devyn was part of
the school record-setting dis-
tance medley relay team, as well
as both the distance medley and
4 x 800 relay teams that took
first at the Blue Devil Classic
earlier this spring.

Off the track, Devyn is an honor
roll student and a peer minister
at her church. Devyn will attend
Gettysburg College, where she
will continue to run track and
cross-country.

Congratulations Devyn.
The Westfield Baseball League

Award: The Westfield Baseball
League Award will be presented
by Frank Fusaro, a past Presi-
dent of the Westfield Baseball
League. The Westfield Baseball
League award recognizes a se-
nior student athlete who plays
baseball at the High School and
demonstrates his leadership and
sportsmanship in representing
his town and school.

This year’s winner is Alex
Pansini. Alex is the son of
Suzanne and Carl Pansini. Alex
earned three varsity letters in
baseball, and he is a captain of
the team this season. A pitcher,
Alex has received Underclass All-
American recognition and All-
Conference recognition. He also
has been selected to play in the
Garden State Underclassmen
Games and the Union County
High School All-Star game.

An honor roll student, Alex will
attend Marist College, where he
will play baseball.

Congratulations Alex.
The Girls Softball League of

Westfield Scholarship: We will
now present The Girls Softball
League of Westfield Scholarship.
Gary Fox, a GSLW Board Mem-
ber, will make the presentation.

This scholarship award is pre-
sented by the Girls Softball
League of Westfield to an athlete
who has achieved a high level of
success in softball and who, by
her teamwork, leadership and
sportsmanship, exemplifies the
type of player the League strives
to develop.

The winner of the Girls Softball
League of Westfield Scholarship
is Danielle Rinaldi. Danielle is
the daughter of Christine and Joe
Rinaldi. Danielle earned four var-
sity letters in softball and three
in basketball. She was a captain
of both teams; she was selected
as the Most Valuable Senior on
the basketball team; and she
received All-Conference recog-
nition in softball last season.

Off the field, Danielle is a dis-
tinguished honor roll student who
maintains a 4.2 GPA. She is a
PSAT National Merit Commended
Scholar, a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, and a mem-
ber of the National Spanish Honor
Society. Danielle is also the presi-
dent of the Spanish Club, a Tran-
sition Leader, a volunteer tutor,
and a youth softball and basket-
ball coach.

Recently, Danielle was selected
as the female recipient from

Westfield High School of the Union
County Scholar Athlete award.

Danielle will attend Boston Col-
lege in the fall.

Congratulations Danielle.
Ted Connell Scholarships for

Achievement in Swimming: The
next two scholarships are the
Ted Connell Scholarships for
Achievement in Swimming.

These scholarships are given
by the Westfield High Class of
1964 (with additional generous
support from the Connell family)
in memory of Ted Connell, a val-
ued member of the class of 1964
and co-captain of the 1964 swim
team with a dual-meet win streak
of 36 and both the State and
Eastern Championships. Ted ex-
emplified high athletic achieve-
ment, steadfast determination
and quiet leadership among his
peers. Ted supported athletic
excellence at WHS throughout
his life. This award is presented
to two swimmers (one female
and one male) who have served
their swim teams and WHS in the
spirit of Ted’s example.

Tonight, we have with us Bar-
bara di Trolio Mannino, a mem-
ber of the Class of ’64 and a
friend of Mr. Connell.

Connell Scholarship – Male Re-
cipient: This male recipient of
the Connell Scholarship is Aedan
Collins. Aedan is the son of Mar-
garet and Sean Collins.

Aedan earned four varsity let-
ters in swimming. He was also a
captain of the team last season.

Aedan was an outstanding
sprinter who placed highly in
many important meets, and he
was a member of school record
setting teams in the 200 freestyle
relay and the 200 medley relay.
As a result of those efforts, he
earned All County recognition in
multiple years.

Out of the pool, Aedan is the
president of the Math Club and a
member of the Eastern Culture
Mandarin Club. Aedan will attend
the University of Massachusetts.

Congratulations Aedan.
Connell Scholarship – Female

Recipient: The female recipient
of the Connell Scholarship is
Emily Oster. Emily is the daugh-
ter of Peggy and Mike Oster.
Emily earned 7 varsity letters –
four in swimming and three in
lacrosse. A captain of the swim-
ming team this year, Emily re-
ceived the prestigious Bruce
Johnson Award for significant
athletic and team building con-
tributions as a freshman.

Emily is a distinguished honor
roll student who maintains a 4.2
GPA. She is a member of the
National Honor Society and a
recipient of the National Spanish
Exam Merit Award and the Na-
tional Italian Exam Merit Award.
She is also a Transition Leader; a
delegate to the Model UN; a pro-
gram coordinator for the Eliza-
beth Coalition to House the
Homeless; and the Co-Founder
and President of the Westfield
High School Children’s Organ

Transplant Association Club.
Emily will attend Villanova Uni-

versity in the Fall.
Congratulations Emily.
The Friends of Girl’s Lacrosse

Award: The Friends of Girl’s La-
crosse Award will be presented
by Jeff Bryk, the Past President
of the Boosters. This award rec-
ognizes a female student athlete
who plays lacrosse and who pro-
motes the sport of lacrosse
through her leadership, sports-
manship, and scholarship.

The winner of the Friends of
Girl’s Lacrosse Award is
Samantha Alfano. Unfortu-
nately, Samantha could not be
here tonight. Her father will ac-
cept the award on her behalf.
Samantha is the daughter of
Sandra and Joseph Alfano.
Samantha earned four varsity
letters in lacrosse and one in
soccer. She is a captain of the
lacrosse team this season. And
after each of the past two sea-
sons, she received recognition
on the Under-Armour All-Star
lacrosse team.

Off the field, Samantha is an
honor roll student. She is a mem-
ber of the Key Club; a Peer Min-
ister at St. Helen’s; and a volun-
teer at St. Barnabus Hospital.
Last year, she also participated
in a volunteer service trip to Ja-
maica.

Samantha will attend
Gettysburg College, where she
will play lacrosse.
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Congratulations Samantha.
The Deborah Tuohy Memorial

Scholarship: The Deborah Tuohy
Memorial Scholarship is the next
scholarship to be awarded. It will
be presented by Patrick Tuohy,
Deborah’s son, who is the varsity
lacrosse coach at Westfield High
School.

This award is given in memory
of Deborah Tuohy by her hus-
band and three sons, two of whom
are former Westfield High School
athletes. Mrs. Tuohy was a long-
time supporter of Westfield foot-
ball, lacrosse, and baseball. This
award is given to a male lacrosse
athlete who demonstrates lead-
ership, enthusiasm, initiative,
integrity, and unselfishness on
and off the lacrosse field.

The winner of the Deborah
Tuohy Memorial Scholarship is
Owen Prybylski. Owen is the
son of Mary Jane and Hank
Prybylski. Owen earned four var-
sity letters in lacrosse, and three
in soccer. He is also a captain of
the lacrosse team.

An integral part of Westfield
High School’s county and state
championship lacrosse teams,
Owen was named to the Under-
Armour All-American first team
and will play in the Under-Armour
Senior All-Star game in Balti-
more this summer. In soccer,
Owen was the team’s offensive
player of the year for the past
two years and received All Group
IV recognition as a result.

Owen will attend Villanova Uni-
versity, where he will play la-
crosse.

Congratulations Owen.
Judith and Bruce McLane Me-

morial Awards – Male and Fe-
male: The next awards – the
Judith and Bruce McLane Memo-
rial Awards – will be presented
by Hannah McLane,
granddaugher of Judy and Bruce.

The Judith and Bruce McLane
Memorial Awards are given in
memory and honor of Judy
McLane and Bruce McLane. Judy
and Bruce, a long-time Booster,
were the parents of four boys
who played sports in Westfield.
Both were staunch supporters of
the Westfield Boosters and
Westfield Athletics. Their son
Jason is a current member of the
Boosters, and they have several
grandchildren playing sports in
Westfield. These awards recog-
nize a male athlete and a female
athlete who demonstrate lead-
ership and integrity both on the
field and in the classroom.

McLane Awards – Male Recipi-
ent: The male recipient of the
McLane Award is Matt Varano.
Matt is the son of Michele and
Mike Varano. Matt earned 3 var-
sity letters in football. He was
also a captain of the football
team. Even though his senior
football season was cut short
due to an injury, Matt is ranked in
the top 25 in career rushing yards
and in the top 10 in career yards

per carry for Westfield High
School. He also averaged 150
yards per game in his senior year
prior to his injury.

Matt is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, and he re-
ceived both the gold and silver
medals on the National Latin
Exam. He is a member of the
Latin Club and the Young Repub-
licans Club, and he volunteers at
Furniture Assist and at St.
Joseph’s Sandwich Ministry.

Matt will attend the College of
the Holy Cross, where, his reha-
bilitation permitting, he will play
football.

Congratulations Matt.
McLane Award – Female Re-

cipient: The female recipient of
the McLane Award is Lila
Hutchins. Lila is the daughter of
Margaret and John Hutchins. Lila
earned seven varsity letters –
four in lacrosse and three in cross-
country. Lila was a captain of
both the cross-country team and
the lacrosse team. She was the
Most Valuable Senior on the
cross-country team. And she was
an Allstate Athlete of the Week
for her lacrosse play this spring.

Lila is an honor roll student, a
member of the National Honor
Society, and she volunteers as a
youth lacrosse coach and a youth
diving coach. Lila will attend Bates
College, and she will play la-
crosse there.

Congratulations Lila.
The Athletic Directors Scholar-

ship: The next award will be pre-
sented by Sandy Mamary,
Westfield’s Supervisor of Athlet-
ics. The Athletic Directors Schol-
arship is given in honor of, and in
memory of, Westfield High
School’s former Athletic Direc-
tors – Ed Tranchina, Bob Duncan,
John Lay, and Gary Kehler – and
it is funded jointly by the Westfield
Boosters, The Friends of Westfield
Track, and the Westfield PAL.
This scholarship recognizes a
Westfield High School athlete who
competed hard, was dedicated
to his team and teammates, and
was a leader on and off the field.

The winner of the Athletic Di-
rectors Scholarship is Brendan
Glenn. Brendan is the son of
Joan and Brett Glenn. Brendan
earned three varsity letters in
ice-hockey. He was a captain of
the ice-hockey team in both his
junior and senior years. And he
received both the Gary Kehler
Award for dedication, character,
and integrity, and the James
Bungerz Memorial Award for
Sportsmanship.

Brendan is a honor roll student
who is a member of the National
Honor Society, the National
French Honor Society, and the
National Society of High School
Scholars. He also was a member
of Gifts of Gold and the French
Club. Brendan will attend The
Ohio State University in the fall.

Congratulations Brendan.
Advisor’s Awards: The next two

awards are the Advisors’ Schol-
arships. These awards will be
presented by John Colwell, the
second Vice President of the
Boosters. These scholarships are
given by the Westfield Boosters
in honor of all former Boosters –
our Advisors. These Advisors’
Scholarships recognize a male
and a female student athlete who
participated as a senior in sports
for which a sponsoring organiza-
tion does not sponsor a scholar-
ship. The recipients are varsity
athletes who have demonstrated
commitment to their teams and
teammates, in the classroom and
within the community.

Advisor’s Award – Female Re-
cipient: This year’s female re-
cipient of the Advisor’s Award is
Leigh Scarano. Leigh is the
daughter of Lisa and Mark
Scarano. Leigh earned three var-
sity letters in volleyball, and she
was a captain of the team. As a
sophomore, Leigh was first team
All-Conference and second team
All-County. As a junior, she was
second team All-Conference. As
a senior, she was first team All-
Conference, second team All-
County, and she won the Coaches
Award.

Leigh is an honor roll student;
a transition leader; and a mem-
ber of the Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Club. Leigh will attend the
University of Scranton, where she
will play volleyball.
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Congratulations Leigh.
Advisor’s Award – Male Recipi-

ent: The male recipient of this
year’s Advisor’s award is Noah
Reich, son of Sylvia and David
Reich, earned 4 Varsity Letters in
tennis. Honors: Captain, Union
County Champion 2nd singles
(freshman and senior) and 3rd
singles (junior), 2nd team All
County (freshman), 2nd team All
Group 4 at 1st singles (sopho-
more) and 1st team All County
(junior).

Academics: distinguished honor
roll, 4.4 GPA, National Honor
Society, National Merit Com-
mended Scholar, Westfield High
School AMA Mathematics Cham-
pion, Founder of the Economics
Challenge and Euro Challenge
Teams, Member of the Fed Chal-
lenge and Science Olympiad
Aerodynamics Teams, Transition
Leader and Special Olympics
coach.

Noah will attend Williams Col-
lege, and he will play tennis there.

Congratulations Noah.
The Tri-Sports Achievement

Scholarship: The Tri-Sports
Achievement Scholarship is spon-
sored by the Lessner and Tresnan
Families, who have been sup-
porters of, and participants in,
Westfield athletics for many
years. This scholarship recog-
nizes a student athlete who has
demonstrated outstanding ath-
letic abilities as evidenced by
achieving three varsity letters in
three different and distinct sports
during senior year.

The award will be presented by
Frank Fusaro on behalf of the
Lessner and Tresnan families.
The winner of the Tri-Sports
Achievement Scholarship is Jef-
frey Gagum. Jeffrey is the son
of Debra Gagum. Jeffrey earned
7 varsity letters – 2 in basketball,
2 in football, and 3 in spring

track.
In basketball, Jeffrey was a

captain of the team, and he re-
ceived All-Conference recogni-
tion. In football, Jeffrey was first
team All-Area and first team All-
Mid-State 38. He was also cho-
sen to play in the Snapple Bowl.

Jeffrey will attend Kean Univer-
sity, where he will play football.

Congratulations Jeffrey.
The Executive Committee

Award: The Executive Commit-
tee Award will be presented by
John Fuller, the First Vice-Presi-
dent of the Westfield Boosters.
The Executive Committee Award
is given on behalf of the 52 active
Boosters, and it is given to a
student athlete whose hard work,
dedication, and leadership are
indicative of what high school
athletics represent.

This year’s winner is Lizzie
Brucia. Lizzie is the daughter of
Judy and Jim Brucia. Lizzie earned

5 varsity letters – four in soccer
and one in basketball as a sopho-
more. She was also a captain of
the soccer team.

Lizzie’s soccer honors are too
numerous to capture fully here.
For example, as a sophomore,
she received All-County and All-
State recognition. As a junior,
she was first team All-County
and All-Conference. As a senior,
she was first team All-Confer-

ence, All-County, All-Group IV,
and All-State. She also was se-
lected to several first team All-
Area lists, and she received the
Westfield Soccer Association’s
Senior Soccer Award.

Lizzie is an honor roll student
and a member of the National
Honor Society. She is a Transi-
tion Leader, a Peer Minister at St.
Helen’s, a volunteer at the
Children’s Specialized Hospital,
and a volunteer youth soccer and
basketball coach.

Lizzie will attend the University
of Georgia, where she will play
soccer.

Congratulations Lizzie.
The President’s Award: The

President’s Award is considered
our most prestigious. It will be
presented by Paul Friel, the Presi-
dent of the Westfield School
Boosters Association. The
President’s Award is presented
in the name of the Booster Ex-
ecutive Committee President to
an outstanding senior athlete who
exemplifies leadership, charac-
ter, good sportsmanship, and the
spirit of Westfield athletics.

This year’s winner is Owen
Kessler. Owen is the son of Kelly
and John Kessler. Owen earned
three varsity letters in football.
He was a captain of the team and
its Most Valuable Senior on de-
fense. Owen garnered numerous
other accolades and awards last
season. For example, he was
first team All-State, first team All
Group 5, first team All-Metro,
first team All-Area, and first team
All-Conference. To top it off, he
was selected as The Courier News
Defensive Player of the Year.

Owen achieved cum laude,
magna cum laude, and summa
cum laude status on the National
Latin exam in the ninth, tenth,
and eleventh grades. He is also a
member of the Latin Club, and
the Support the Troops Club.

Owen will attend Georgetown
University, where he will play
football.

Congratulations Owen.
CONCLUSION:

That concludes the presenta-
tion of the student athlete schol-
arship awards.

On behalf of all the Boosters, I
would like to offer special thanks
to all the presenters and those
who contributed to these schol-
arships.

And of course, I would like to
extend my congratulations to the
recipients of these awards and
their parents. It was a pleasure
to honor these outstanding young
people.

Finally, to all the seniors, I wish
you great success in college and
in all your future endeavors.

But, I would like you to con-
sider one final thing as you leave
here tonight and as you are about
to leave high school. This dinner
was given in your honor, and you
all have received recognition in
some form, whether by a senior
recognition plaque, a scholar-
ship award, or a picture plaque.
You received these awards as a
result of the generosity and good
works of current and former
Westfield High School athletes,
coaches, and Boosters. After fin-
ishing your education and em-
barking on your careers, please
consider giving something back
to Westfield High School athlet-
ics in the form of your time, your
talents, or your resources. For as
the years go by, it will likely be up
to you to continue the tradition
of this dinner and these awards
to ensure that future genera-
tions of student-athletes can be
honored like you were here to-
night.

Thank you and have a safe trip
home.

Westfield High School Boosters Association Presents its 50th Annual
Booster Club Awards to 30 High School Senior Student Athletes
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Owen Kessler, No. 64, after winning the North Jersey Group 5 Championship
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Board Members Critical
Of Hiring of New Planner

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough
Council has voted in executive
session to hire a new planning
firm, Phillips, Preiss, Grygiel
L.L.C. The firm will be providing
the redevelopment plan for Russo
Development phase two and re-
development planning. Harbor
Consultants of Cranford provided
the redevelopment plan for the
first phase of the Russo Develop-
ment. Harbor had been hired by

the planning board for the Russo
development phase one and
other major Garwood planning
projects.

The council voted 3-to-2 in fa-
vor of the resolution to hire
Grygiel with one abstention, ac-
cording to the council’s minutes
available on the borough’s
website.

“[The] Council chose to choose
the planner which used to be in
our scope on all other projects”
planning board member Gene

Jannotti said.
“The planning firm is respon-

sible for overseeing site plan spe-
cific issues on density, parking,
building height, street encroach-
ment, architecture, fencing, walk-
ways, and other construction or
zoning specifics, pertaining to the
Russo Development sites. This is
all before official construction be-
gins,” Planning Board member
William Nierstedt said.

“I voted no and truly believe we
should have continued working
with Harbor Consultants who
assisted the borough in phase
one planning. I believe Michael
Mistretta, who works for Harbor
Consultants, is one of the best in
the business. I would have ap-
preciated to have his expertise in
the process,” Councilman and
planning board liaison Joseph
Sarno said.

“The council choosing the plan-
ner selection, essentially, cut the
planning board off at the knees”
planning board member Michael
Vena added.

“Unlike the council, the plan-
ning board makes most if not all
decisions in the public’s pres-
ence. We do not use executive
sessions to make decisions and
not tell the public why we made
the decision. Transparency is al-
ways essential to our work here”
Mr. Nierstedt said.

“An official correspondence with
the council is proper mentioning
the planning board’s dissatisfac-
tion with the decision for the
council to oversee the planner
selection. Always given the deci-
sion was reasoned behind closed
doors,” Planning Board Chairman
Stephen Greet stated.

In executive session, the bor-
ough council voted to have the
borough represented by William

Lance Fields Healthcare,
Medicaid Questions

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Republican U.S.
Rep. Leonard Lance said Tues-
day at a town hall meeting at
Union County College that New
Jersey’s decision to expand Med-
icaid under the Affordable Care
Act, better known as ObamaCare,
was one reason that led to his
decision to vote against Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s recent
healthcare legislation.

“One of the reasons I didn’t
vote for the recent healthcare
legislation is that it would elimi-
nate over time that program and
I do not think it should be elimi-
nated for states that expanded
Medicaid,” he said to a packed
auditorium. New Jersey was one
of 31 states to expand Medicaid.

“Under the Affordable Care Act
we get 90 percent reimburse-
ment for the working poor,” Con-
gressman Lance said, and Presi-
dent Trump’s legislation would
eliminate that over time, “and I
do not think it should be elimi-
nated for states that expanded
Medicaid.”

When asked by a retired physi-
cian from Summit, Bill Thar, who
also is a member of Physicians
for a National Health Program, if
Mr. Lance would favor modeling
Medicare for the country’s uni-
versal healthcare, Mr. Lance said
no. Mr. Thar said studies have
shown that by doing so it would
“save us money, insure every-
one in the country, raise ben-
efits, all at the same time not

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
ALL HANDS ON DECK...Republican U.S. Rep. Leonard Lance  held  a town
hall meeting Tuesday night at Union County College in Cranford. Constituents
raising hands showing they oppose the Hyde Amendment upon the question
posed by Mr. Lance. Mr. Lance favors the Hyde Amendment which  bars the use
of federal funds to pay for abortions except to save the life of the woman.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
RECOGNIZED FOR EFFORTS...Cranford Police Chief James Wozniak pre-
sented awards at the May 23 township committee to some of the township’s police
officers and detectives for their work in the line of duty throughout the past year.
Recognized were Officer John Colineri for his work in a burglary from April
2016; Detective Spencer Durkin, who obtained a full confession from a suspect
in a December burglary; Officer Brian Lopez and Officer Ryan Gerrity, who
found a concealed weapon in a car parked outside a Cranford residence after a
report of verbal abuse by a neighbor; Officer John Rattigan, Officer James
Knight and Detective Timothy O’ Brien, who received awards for their part in
a November arrest for a second-degree robbery, and Officer Daniel Donnerstag
for his arrest of two suspects in May 2016, who had a loaded hand gun,
marijuana, and ecstasy in their motor vehicle. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGECONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Northgrave, McManimon, Scot-
land, Baumann, in redevelop-
ment planning. “I believe adding
additional legal services will prob-
ably increase total project costs,”
planning board attorney Donald
B. Frazer Jr. stated.

“A councilwoman made dispar-
aging remarks about our board
at [the May 23] council meeting.
The remarks pertained to deci-
sions we made surrounding Russo
Development. Our hands were

costing us a penny more than we
are spending now.”

“If we were to reinvent the
wheel perhaps we use the model
suggested...There was not
enough support in the single
payer system...so I do not favor
a single payer system. I favor
building on the system we have,”
Mr. Lance said.

Also, Mr. Lance said he is one of
the Republicans who voted to
fund Planned Parenthood for the
rest of the year.

Mr. Lance does not support
funding abortions with federal
dollars. “I favor the Hyde amend-
ment,” he said, followed by boos
from the crowd. He asked how

many favor the Hyde Amend-
ment and how many oppose. The
Hyde Amendment bans the use
of federal dollars to fund abor-
tions.

One constituent said she is the
sole minority in the crowd who
supports the Hyde Amendment.

“You said you vote your con-
science but this whole room is
your constituents and we are
telling you what our conscience
is…,” Hyde Amendment oppo-
nent Laurie Fettinger said.

Mr. Lance also said he is not in
favor of President Trump’s bud-
get blueprint.

Michael Collins, a Cranford resi-
dent, asked how Congressman
Lance proposes to balance the
budget without making cuts and
not raising taxes.

“I am unlikely to support sig-
nificant cuts but that does not
mean there could be a 1- or 2-
percent cut. I do think we have to
move toward a balanced budget
in this country because we are
$20 trillion in debt and I do not
want our children to inherit an
ever-increasing debt recogniz-
ing that we are not going to be
balancing the budget this year or
next year, but I do hope we can
do a better job,” Mr. Lance said.

Concerning immigration re-
form, “It is more likely the Con-
gress will approach this piece by
piece. Of course, a comprehen-
sive reform would be better,” Mr.
Lance said.

tied and this was not something
our board hid from the public.
Previously, this same woman
worked alongside us on this
board. This is before she was a
councilwoman,” said board mem-
ber Kathy Villaggio, referring to
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro.

“When the councilwoman
[Cuccaro] made the remarks she
did. I was embarrassed for her
and the council. I am appalled a
sitting councilwoman would con-

duct herself in that way. Instead
of her writing an official corre-
spondence or communicating in
an effective manner. For all the
projects the board has overseen
that have been loved by resi-
dents once completed. To dis-
parage us is wrong, especially
when she served on the board
herself,” Mr. Vena said.

During the business portion of
the meeting, the board re-
sponded with a unanimous rec-
ommendation to not adopt a new
ordinance allowing for closed
fences up to six feet in height on
corner properties. The current
ordinance disallows chain-link
fences, but allows for various
types of fences at four feet in
height.

“Without any reason it appears
the ordinance came about and it
seems to not make sense on why
it is be considered. I thought
maybe there was a backlog of
variances pertaining to the topic.
There are none,” Ms. Villaggio
said.

“I find six-foot lattice offenses
to create a bad aesthetic for the
neighborhood. As a resident, I
find them offensive. Of course,
each case has reasons where
one may make specific sense for
a homeowner, but a town-wide
ordinance. I do not support it,”
Mr. Jannotti said.

“I do not believe the council
envisioned what our town would
look like with six-foot high en-
closed fences on all corner prop-
erties. The impact would make
many streets filled with corner
properties look like a prison. Pic-
ture streets like Hickory, driving
down them and seeing all these
massive fences,” Mr. Nierstedt
added.

The planning board has started
to analyze fees for application,
rezoning, and appeals for both
residential and non-residential
use. Some may be increased,
but nothing has been officially
voted on the board.

Lance Field Healthcare QuestionBoard Members Critical of Hiring New Planner

GARWOOD — The fourth an-
nual Garwood Rocks! street fair,
hosted by the Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce
(GWACC), will take place this
Sunday, June 4, from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. (rain or shine) in down-
town Garwood. Center Street will
be closed to traffic from South
Avenue to Unami Park.

Garwood is revving up to cel-
ebrate spring in style with a car
show, an all-day live stage fea-
turing numerous bands, enter-
tainment, vendors, festival food
and a KidZone. Strolling enter-
tainment and stilt walkers will
entertain festival goers. Many
artisans and craftspeople will be
displaying paintings, pottery,
photography, handmade jewelry,
furniture plus many other unique
items. The KidZone, with rides
and activities along with a pet-
ting zoo and pony rides, will be
operating all day.

Also included will be a car show
featuring over 200 automobiles
hosted by Hot Rod Mike Produc-
tions. Beginning at South Av-
enue live musical entertainment
and a Beer and Wine garden,
sponsored by Lee Frankel of
Garwood’s own The Crossroads,
will be featured.

On the Crossroad stage, The

Valencia School of Music will kick
it off at 10 a.m. followed by the
RMC RockShop Band at 11:30
a.m. Next up with be the Barry
Blues Band at 1 p.m. At 2:30
p.m. the sounds of New Jersey’s
Own Hoi Polloi followed by The
Benjamins at 4 p.m.

The Union County Police De-
partment will be distributing free
bicycle helmets on a first-come
first-serve basis to attendees
along with literature on bicycle
and child-seat safety. There will
also be a sign-up sheet to possi-
bly win a free car seat for later
pickup. The Union County
Sheriff’s Office Identification Unit
will also be in attendance, creat-
ing free digital “wanted” posters
and with literature and a sign up
process to have fingerprints and/
or photo IDs taken for children.

The GWACC booth will be giv-
ing away three pop-up ham-
mocks.

Admission is free to Garwood
Rocks! Please note that pets,
skateboarding, and roller blading
are prohibited in the Garwood
Rocks! area.

For further information, please
contact the GWACC at (908) 233-
3021, or visit the website
www.gwaccnj.com and look for
Street Fairs.

4th Annual Garwood Rocks!
Begins Sunday From 10-5
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‘Touch a Truck’ Event
On Tap at Library

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library will kick off its
children’s Summer Reading Pro-
gram with a special “Touch a
Truck” event taking place on Sat-
urday, June 17, from 11 a.m. to
noon, in the library’s parking lot.

Attendees will be able to get a
close-up look at various types of
trucks, meet the people who drive
them, and sign up for the Sum-
mer Reading Program.

Touch-a-Truck is open to the
public; however, the library’s
Summer Reading Program is lim-
ited to residents of Cranford. In
the program, children keep track
of the time they spend reading
using logs supplied by the li-
brary. Each week, they stop by
the library to report what they
have read and claim a prize.

The library also will run a series
of educational events for chil-
dren and their families through-
out the summer, including a used
book sale that begins on the
same day as Touch a Truck. To
view a full calendar of events,
visit cranfordlibrary.org. The
Cranford Public Library is located
at 224 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.
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Local Letters to the Editor
Michael Collings and Rich

McCormack for Garwood Council
We are seeking your support as

candidates for council in the Bor-
ough of Garwood. As extremely
active members of our commu-
nity for the past several decades,
we have been dismayed with the
direction our borough has taken.
Maybe it is because of our in-
volvement with everything from
Little League to fundraising
events for local charities that
members of both political parties
have asked us to run for office in
the past. We hope they all under-
stand that we do these things out
of love for Garwood and desire
make sure our children and
grandchildren live in a place they
will always be proud to call home.
As we are rapidly seeing our
small town with a big heart turn
into something other than that
slogan, we decided it was time to
step up and represent the voices
that don’t feel like they are being
heard anymore. Being involved,
we see so much good in the
people of Garwood and see so
many possibilities for the future
so ask yourself, are you happy
with the direction that has been
taken in recent months or years?

We aren’t politicians by any
stretch of the imagination, we
are blue collar, family first fa-
thers who genuinely care about
the direction of Garwood. We will
not make promises we can’t keep,
we will not make decisions that
can be detrimental to your wal-
let, we will not keep information
from you that may impact your
daily lives and most of all we
WILL listen. We will always listen
to what you have to say. The only
promise we will make is that we
will always be open and honest.
With your support we will take
great pride in providing clear and
decisive leadership that does not

come at the cost of taxpayers or
the amenities our families de-
serve. It’s time to put aside the
infighting and be intellectually
honest with all the taxpayers.
Garwood is our town, and the
time and it is more crucial than
ever to make sure Garwood stays
our town. Please visit our booth
at Garwood Rock on Sunday, June
4, 2017.

About the 2017 Republican can-
didates for Garwood Borough
Council, Richard McCormack and
Michael E. Collings:

Mr. McCormack has been a resi-
dent of Garwood for 32 years. He
has been married to his wife,
Kasie, for 37 years and together
raised their three daughters in
Garwood. Richard works for
McCormack Contracting, a fam-
ily-run business alongside his
brother, for the past 29 years.
His focus on community collabo-
ration is displayed through his
active participation in St. Anne’s
parish as well as his long-stand-
ing appointment of trustee to the
Monsignor Walsh Council 5437
Garwood Knights of Columbus
since 2008.

Mr. Collings has lived in
Garwood for 14 years. He is
married to Stacey Sikora, and
has three children. He has worked
for PSE&G for 17 years in cus-
tomer service, in which 10 of
those years he was a chairman of
Local 601 Cranford. Mr. Collings
is also the Grand Knight of the
Monsignor Walsh Council 5437
Garwood Knights of Columbus.

Michael Collings
Rich McCormack

Candidates for Garwood Council

Russ Graham, DEM,
Seeks Your Vote For

Garwood Council
I was honored to be elected to

the Board of Education back in
2009 and once again humbly ask
for your support to serve the
people of Garwood. I am excited
to run on the Democratic ticket
for a seat on the Garwood Bor-
ough Council to get to work for
its residents. My wife, Julie, and
I have lived in Garwood for over
26 years and are very proud to
call this tight-knit community
home.

Commitment to service is a
character trait I am proud of. I
am a United States Navy Viet-
nam War combat veteran and I
served for four years, with the
last three and a half years on
board the USS Joseph Hewes, a
destroyer escort/frigate, achiev-
ing the rank of Yeoman Second
Class before being honorably dis-
charged.

Last year, I retired from a 27-
year career in the HVAC industry
as a manufacturer’s representa-
tive and small business owner. I
know the importance of negoti-
ating deals to achieve the best
value and pledge to do so if so
honored to be elected.

I was recently approached by
Council President Sara Todisco
to run for the seat being vacated
by Councilman Lou Petruzzelli,
who has served on the Council
with distinction for the past nine
years. After a short period of
consideration, I decided that the
time was right to accept this
invitation to run and once again
serve the residents of Garwood.

Garwood is at a pivotal mo-
ment in its history. Redevelop-
ment is one of the top topics
around town. As taxpayers in the
borough, my wife and I believe
that responsible redevelopment
will be an engine for revenue
growth and will reverse the im-
age casted by these blighted sites
in our downtown. The additional
revenue (estimated at nearly

$700,000 more than paid at the
current site) will enable us to
account for the normal escala-
tion in bills and, hopefully, re-
verse the trend of yearly tax
increases.

I am aware of the concerns that
have been expressed regarding
the potential new development
of the Casale/Petro property. I
vow to work to ensure the best
possible outcome where the posi-
tives outweigh any negatives.
The Planning Board and the Bor-
ough Council have been carefully
shepherding this process and I
will make certain that we con-
tinue to work for the best pos-
sible deal for the Garwood tax-
payers.

Additionally, I look forward to
laying out a plan with new ideas
to promote more fiscal responsi-
bility and transparency in gov-

Life-guarding Course Is Set
In Cranford This Month

CRANFORD — A life-guarding
course is being offered at the
Cranford Pool and Fitness Center
during the month of June. Par-
ticipants must be at least 16
years old before the last sched-
uled class session and be able to
pass a prerequisite skills evalua-
tion. The fee is $250 for mem-
bers of the Cranford Pool and
Fitness Center and $300 for non-
members.

The prerequisite skills evalua-
tion includes the following:

Swim 100 yards continuously
with head up (including 50 yards
with a rescue tube).

Swim 200 yards continuously
of breaststroke and freestyle.
Swim goggles may be used.

Tread water for two minutes
using only the legs. Individuals
should place hands under their
armpits.

Complete a timed event within
one minute, 40 seconds. Swim
goggles are not allowed.

Starting in the water, swim 20

yards. The swimmer’s face may
be in or out of the water.

Surface dive, feet-first or head-
first, to a depth of seven to 10
feet to retrieve a 10-pound ob-
ject.

Return to the surface and swim
20 yards on one’s back to return
to the starting point with both
hands holding the object while
keeping one’s face at or near the
surface to be able to get a breath.
Participants should not swim the
distance under water. Exit the
water without using a ladder or
steps.

Class dates are as follows: June
5, 6, 7, 12, 13, 14, 19, 20 and 22.
Class times are 3:30 to 6:30
p.m.

Participants are asked to bring
a swimsuit and towel for the
skills evaluation and for every
class.

For additional information or to
sign up, call the Cranford Pool
and Fitness Center at (908) 709-
7260.

ernment. I also look forward to
supporting beautification efforts
and honoring our volunteers who
devote much time and experi-
ence to our town.

I have known Councilwoman
Sara Todisco for many years,
and working with her on our cam-
paign, I’ve seen first-hand what
a tireless advocate she is for our
borough. Her dedication to
Garwood is unparalleled and I
am honored to be Sara’s running
mate. I have devoted my life to
service and hope to continue this
commitment as a Garwood Coun-
cilman.

Russ Graham (D)
Garwood Council Candidate

Probitas Verus Honos

Probitas Verus Honos
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CRANFORD
Wednesday, May 17, Danielle

Urbanowicz, 29, of Parlin was
arrested on charges of posses-
sion of a CDS (heroin) and pos-
session of paraphernalia after a
2012 Jeep was stopped at the
intersection of East North Av-
enue and the Garden State Park-
way Southbound ramp for a cell
phone violation. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene, police
located heroin in the possession
of the driver, Urbanowicz. She
was arrested, processed and re-
leased pending a Superior Court
appearance. Additionally,
Urbanowicz was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for driving while
utilizing a cellular device and pos-
sessing a CDS in a motor vehicle.

Wednesday, May 17, Carmine
Ciano, 20, and Dominick Ciano,
19, both of Kenilworth, were ar-
rested on charges of possession
of a CDS (heroin) and possession
of paraphernalia after a 2007
Dodge was stopped at the inter-
section of Centennial Avenue and
Hayes Street for a signal viola-
tion. Following an investigation
at the scene, police located heroin
inside the vehicle. Both the driver,
Carmine, and the passenger,
Dominick, were arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a
Superior Court appearance. Car-

mine was issued motor vehicle
summonses for failure to utilize
his turn signal and possessing a
CDS in a motor vehicle.

Friday, May 19, Patrick Cross,
36, of Rahway was arrested on
charges of possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of paraphernalia
after a 2016 Yamaha was stopped
at the intersection of Centennial
Avenue and Hayes Street for an
illegal turn. Following an investi-
gation at the scene, police lo-
cated marijuana on Cross. He
was arrested, processed and re-
leased pending a Municipal Court
appearance. Additionally, Cross
was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for improper turn, un-
clear license plates and posses-
sion of a CDS in a motor vehicle.

Saturday, May 20, Christopher
Graves, 35, of Irvington was ar-
rested on charges of possession
of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and posses-
sion of paraphernalia after a 2000
Mitsubishi was stopped at the
intersection of Cayuga Road and
Centennial Avenue for an equip-
ment violation. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene, police
located marijuana on a passen-
ger, Graves. Graves was ar-
rested, processed and released
pending a Municipal Court ap-
pearance. The driver was issued
motor vehicle summonses for
failure to maintain lamps and
driving with a suspended license.

Sunday, May 21, Dajahn
Daniels, 24, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on charges of possession
of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and posses-
sion of paraphernalia after a 2004
Hyundai was stopped at the in-
tersection of East South and East
Lincoln Avenues for a seatbelt
violation. Following an investi-
gation at the scene police lo-
cated marijuana on Daniels.
Daniels was arrested, processed
and released pending a Munici-
pal Court appearance. Addition-
ally, Daniels was issued motor
vehicle summonses for failure to
wear a seatbelt and possession
of a CDS in a motor vehicle.

Monday, May 22, Adnan
Nikovic, 18, and Cruz Soto, 20,
both of Roselle Park, and Brian
Aranguren, 24, of Jersey City
were arrested on charges of pos-
session of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia after a
1999 Dodge was stopped at the
intersection of East North Av-
enue and the Garden State Park-
way 137 ramp for multiple equip-
ment violations. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene, police
located marijuana in the vehicle.
The driver, Soto, and passen-
gers, Aranguren and Nikovic,
were arrested, processed and
released pending a Municipal
Court appearance. Soto was is-
sued motor vehicle summonses
for having a cracked windshield,
failing to maintain lamps and
possessing a CDS in a motor
vehicle.

Sunday, May 21, Sterlin J.
Smith, 19, of Jersey City, Derrick
Lee, Jr., 19, of Jersey City and a
16-year-old juvenile were ar-
rested and charged with weap-
ons and narcotics possession fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop after
police observed a 2015 Chevrolet
speeding through the parking lot
of a Jackson Drive establishment.
While conducting an investiga-
tion at the scene, police located
a loaded 9 millimeter handgun
and marijuana inside the vehicle.
The occupants of the vehicle were
placed under arrest and trans-
ported to the Cranford Police De-
partment. Smith was charged
with possession of a handgun,
possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia. Lee and
the juvenile were charged with
possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia. Smith
was processed and released on a
summons following a Judiciary
review. Lee was processed and
released on a summons. Both
are scheduled to appear in Union
County Superior Court. The ju-
venile was released to a guard-
ian pending an appearance in
Union County Family Court.

Auditions Set for Summer
Hispanic Theatre Festival

CRANFORD – CDC Theatre in
Cranford, New Jersey’s oldest
continuously producing commu-
nity theatre, is planning a new,
summer Festival de Teatro
Hispanico/ Hispanic Theatre Fes-
tival. To celebrate the beauty of
the Spanish language, in com-
edy and drama, the Festival will
present an evening of  one act
plays entirely in Spanish and span
two weekends, July 28  to 29 and
August 4 to 5.

The plays will explore the rich-
ness of the Hispanic experience
as reflected in plays that mirror
the pride, drama and comedy of
the human experience. Ana y las
Langostas (Ana and the Locusts),
by Argentine playwright Alicia
Dolonsky, a coming of age story
of a young, teenage girl in a
world of turmoil, where the mys-
teries of what is outside her walls
intermingle with the mysteries

within. The playwright will be
directing the production in this,
its theatrical debut in the United
States. Bony y Kim (Bony and
Kim) is written by Carlos Canales.
A young couple takes to robbing
fast food places and finds them-
selves media darlings. The com-
edy casts doubt on their “heroes
against the machine” status,
while making fun of the society
that gives them celebrity status.

The festival is seeking actors of
all ages and levels of experience,
men and women. While Spanish
speaking is a must, fluency is
not. Auditions will be held at CDC
Theatre, 78 Winans Avenue,
Cranford on Sunday, June 11
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. and sides
will be provided; monologues are
not necessary. For more infor-
mation visit www.cdctheatre.org
or contact
redmount@comcast.net.

Museum Passes Available
To Visit Botanic Garden

Liberty Hall Museum at Kean
University, the Montclair Art Mu-
seum, the Morris Museum, the
Museum of the City of New York,
the Museum of the Moving Im-
age, Newark Museum and the
Stickley Museum.

Purchased for the library by the
Friends of the Cranford Public
Library, the passes can be bor-
rowed by adult Cranford Public
Library card holders and adult
members of the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library with MU-
RAL borrowing privileges. Passes
circulate for two days and are
available on a first-come, first-
served basis. They cannot be
reserved or renewed.

To see if a pass is available,

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library recently added the
Brooklyn Botanic Garden to its
museum pass program. The
Fodor’s Travel online site de-
scribes the Brooklyn Botanic
Garden as “a gem even among
New York’s superlative botanical
sites, this verdant 52-acre oasis
charms with its array of ‘gardens
within the garden’ — an idyllic
Japanese Hill-and-Pond garden,
a nearly century-old rose gar-
den, and a Shakespeare gar-
den.”

The library also lends passes to
the Frick Collection, Grounds for
Sculpture, the Guggenheim Mu-
seum, the International Center
of Photography Museum, the In-
trepid Sea, Air & Space Museum, CONTINUED ON NEXT COLUMN

visit the Cranford Public Library
page at cranfordlibrary.org and
search the library catalog by
museum name. For more infor-
mation about the library pass
program, visit the Library page
and click on the Museum Passes
tab. Also, if individuals present
their valid Cranford Public Li-
brary card at Liberty Science
Center, they will be entitled to a
$3 discount off the price of ad-
mission.

Museum Passes
Continued




