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Andy Skibitsky Looks Back on
15 Years as Mayor, Councilman

Mayor Skibitsky and Council
Recognized for Service to Town

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During the last
council meeting of the year, Mayor
Andy Skibitsky led a procession of
proclamations recognizing four coun-
cilmen —Sam Della Fera, Keith
Loughlin, David Oliveira and Ken-
neth Donnelly — who served their
last meeting as members of the gov-
erning body Monday night. Jo Ann
Neylan then read a proclamation rec-
ognizing Mayor Skibitsky for his 15
years of service to the town, 12 of
which have been as mayor.

The proclamation noted his role in
developing a sustainable financial

plan during the recession, the town
receiving its AAA rating from Stan-
dard & Poors, establishment of the
first quiet zone in the state, improve-
ments to parking and parks and recre-
ation, advocating for one-seat rides,
implementing task forces to address
emerging issues, and settling the
town’s affordable housing, among a
host of other accomplishments.

Ms. Neylan also noted how
Westfield has received many notable
accolades from publications.

To conclude the evening, Mayor
Skibitsky gave his outgoing speech,
which he started by thanking his wife,
Debbie, for her support, and their

children. He thanked the many volun-
teers of the town, the families of the
town council members, his fellow
council members and town employ-
ees.

Town Administrator James Gildea
also was thanked. “A town could not
ask for a more professional, knowl-
edgeable, effective, caring and skilled
administrator. I have often said that
Jim is the best administrator in the
state,” Mayor Skibitsky said.

“What truly defines us as a great
community are the people. The people
who with great pride call Westfield
their home,” Mayor Skibitsky said.
“It has been an absolute honor to
serve this town.”

During public comments, a hand-
ful of residents, colleagues and former
councilmen James Foerst and Ken-
neth MacRitchie voiced their appre-
ciation to the mayor and council for
their service to the town.

Prior to the proclamations, the town
council recognized the Westfield High
School Football Team for another
championship season. The team just
completed its third straight 12-0 sea-
son by beating Bridgewater-Raritan,
20-7, in the North 2 Group 5 champi-
onship game. The team has won 37
straight games.

Devils Football Coach Jim DeSarno
said of his team, “This is a great group
of young men, both on and off the
field. They work very hard in the off
season to get ready for the season and
they put it all out in the field...but also
they are very good in the classroom
and community.”

“Hopefully we can do this again
next year,” Mr. De Sarno said.

In other business, a property re-
valuation letter has been sent to tax-
payers, along with a brochure con-
taining a 10-step list of what to expect
during the process, Mr. Gildea said.
The first public information session
is to be held this coming Monday

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Andy Skibitsky
told The Westfield Leader that he was
thankful to the community for giving
him the opportunity to serve the past
15 years on the governing body —
three as a councilman and the last 12
as mayor.

“It’s just been an incredible time,”
he said during an interview with The
Leader on November 27. “I’ve loved
serving the people of Westfield.”

The mayor thanked his wife of 31
years, Debbie, who he referred to as
his “kitchen cabinet,” as she has given

him advice when he has been faced
with difficult issues, and for allowing
him to devote the time needed to
serve in public office.

The Skibitskys moved to Westfield
in 1997 from Scottsdale, Ariz., where
he served on his
church’s parish
council, was ac-
tive in a local
YMCA pro-
gram, and where
both the
S k i b i t s k y s
taught CCD and
ran church
fundraisers.

The mayor
pointed to his re-
lationship with
his fellow coun-
cil members,
town employees,
as well as the
people he re-
cruited such as
planner Don
Sammet, who
previously held
positions with Montclair and Asbury
Park; Chief Financial Officer Scott
Olsen, who came over from Summit;
Public Works Director Greg O’Neil,
who was previously employed by
Princeton, and newly-hired Town
Clerk Tara Rowley, who was the clerk
in Cranford. He also referred to long-
time Town Administrator Jim Gildea
as “one of the best administrators” in
the state.

He also lauded all the volunteers

who serve the town.
“I’m very proud of the people I put

on boards,” the mayor said. “They
are just like the mayor and council;
they are volunteers, they don’t get
paid, but they do very important work,

whether it’s the
board of adjust-
ment or the plan-
ning board or the
board of health,
the Memorial Li-
brary board or the
rec. commis-
sion...”

He specially
mentioned the
work of Planning
Board Chairman
Vincent Wilt and
Board of Adjust-
ment Chairman
W i l l i a m
Heinbokel, not-
ing that those
boards have
never lost any ap-
peals of their de-
cisions “since

I’ve been mayor.”
“They’ve done a great job on those

quasi judicial boards,” the mayor said.
Among the accomplishments he

pointed to are the establishment of
the town’s “Quiet Zone,” the first in
New Jersey, where horns from freight
trains at the Rahway Avenue railroad
crossing on the south side of town
have been silenced during late-night
and early-morning hours.

Spirit of Giving Brings
Back Christmas Lights

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The holiday spirit
of giving is upon us as NJ Transit has
decided to have a change of heart and
allow the township to hang its lighted
garland on the train trestle in the
downtown without imposing a fee.

“Based on the information we have,
it appears we will be able to put the
lights on the trestle next week, thanks
to Christina Hinke,” Mayor Thomas
Hannen, Jr. told The Westfield Leader
last Wednesday evening.

NJ Transit also will accept the
township’s Joint Insurance Fund’s
wording as is, Mayor Hannen said.

As of Tuesday, Department of Pub-
lic Works (DPW) employees have
hung the Christmas decorations, and
Cranford appears just as festive as it
always has during the December
Christmas season.

During a conversation Assembly-

man Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield)
had with New Jersey Department of
Transportation Commissioner Rich-
ard Hammer, Asm. Bramnick told
The Leader he had discovered that NJ
Transit was supposed to allow mu-
nicipalities to hang holiday lights on
the train trestle without being charged
a fee.

Municipalities that wish to hang
holiday lights on NJ Transit property
are to contact NJ Transit in advance
of installing the lights in order for
arrangements to be made to have an
NJ Transit supervisor on site while
the lights are being hung, Asm.
Bramnick told The Leader.

NJ Transit also had informed
Garwood that three DPW workers
would be required to attend a full-day
seminar regarding installation of the
lights.

Cranford DPW personnel had taken

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES…Westfield School District’s Coordinator of
School/Community Relations, Lorre Korecky, holds one of her grandchildren as
she is surrounded by members of the Westfield School System during her
retirement party last Thursday at Westfield High School. She sported a wooden
apple around her neck the way the high school graduates do at commencement in
June. The red apples, with students’names printed clearly, were given out to
kindergarteners on their first day of school. Ms. Korrecky is retiring after 22 years
with the district.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HOLIDAY SCENE...The menorah and creche in Westfield are blanketed with snow on Saturday. Tuesday night marked the
first night of Hanukkah.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HELPING THOSE IN NEED...Veterans and families march around Tamaques
Park in Westfield during the March A Mile event on a snowy Saturday to raise
money for homeless and in need veterans. The  event was organized by Martin
Wallberg American Legion Post 3 Westfield.

Sarah McGrail for The Westfield Leader
A JOB WELL DONE...The Westfield Board of Education said goodbye to Mark
Friedman, left photo, last week who is leaving the board after six and a half years
and ChrisLanghart, right photo, who is departing after one term of three years.
They are pictured with Board President Gretchan Ohlig.

The official portrait of Mayor Andy
Skibitsky by Dave Rossi.

Hartz Adjourns Application
Until February 21 Meeting

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Hartz Mountain
Industries LLC has adjourned its ap-
plication before the planning board
to rezone 750 Walnut Avenue to
Wednesday, February 21, 2018.

Hartz has proposed to make the
30.5-acre parcel a residential zone
where currently it is zoned for com-
mercial use.

Hartz had presented redevelopment
plans to the township committee for a
multi-building complex containing
905 multi-family units, including low-
and moderate-income housing, pools
and a community room.

“When would be the right time to
ask for an environmental impact
study?” board member Dan
Aschenbach asked. Board Attorney
Mark Rothman said the board could
broach that during the hearing.

Mr. Rothman said Hartz has al-
ready filed its application with the
municipality and it is deemed com-
plete.

Hyatt Hills Gold Complex located
adjacent to 750 Walnut Avenue is a
brownfields site with monitoring wells
on the Hyatt site to monitor the
groundwater. There also are monitor-
ing wells at 750 Walnut Avenue, ac-
cording to Mr. Aschenbach.

Mr. Aschenbach believes an envi-
ronmental impact study should be
done prior to an application being
heard, he told The Westfield Leader.
“But I believe the conclusions of such
a study will help in ruling this issue in
or out,” he said.

During public comment, Arlington
Road resident Rita LaBrutto, also a
former planning board member, said
she had concerns about the transpar-
ency of the planning board. “The Open

Public Meetings Act says your agenda
should specify what you will be vot-
ing on or discussing,” Ms. LaBrutto
said.

The planning board voted on No-
vember 21 to recommend to the town-
ship committee that 215-235
Birchwood Avenue be deemed an area
in need of redevelopment, without
having the item on the agenda, she
said. “It’s a big item for the town,”
Ms. LaBrutto said. “A grave disap-
pointment for anybody who has been
following this since 2008, that the
planning board failed to put it on the
agenda,” she said. “It is really shame-
ful.”

The board had placed on its agenda
posted in the town hall on Monday
that it was to present a study on mak-
ing a portion of North Avenue in the
downtown a redevelopment zone, Ms.
LaBrutto said, but then was later re-
moved. She said the public had not
been given the 10-day notice that the
Act requires.

Mr. Rothman said the board has
proposed to have the study presented
at its next meeting on Wednesday,
December 20. The study will not yet
be made available to the public, Mr.
Rothman said, and it is not yet deter-
mined to be on the December 20
agenda because “it is not yet final.”

“It is something we haven’t even
seen yet,” Board Vice-President
Bobbi Anderson said.

“If a draft is made available as a
draft to the board on December 20, it
should be made available to the pub-
lic,” Ms. LaBrutto told Mr.
Aschenbach.

“I think that is true,” Mr.
Aschenbach responded.

The Downtown Management

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8



Page 8 Thursday, December 14, 2017 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

SCHILLER McMAHONSCHILLER McMAHON 
123 SOUTH AVENUE EAST • WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090 • SCHILLERMCMAHON.COM  •  908.233.4840

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS
FORMER PROSECUTORS

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS
FORMER PROSECUTORS

Call Today!
877.708.1121
FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

YOU HAVE ALWAYS
RELIED ON EACH OTHER...

NOW YOU CAN RELY ON US.
A part of Fellowship Senior Living

One Call to Compassionate Home Care

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

*Valid only at the participating store listed.

One discount per coupon presented. Offer

not valid on previous purchases, gift cards,

optics, bird baths, DSC memberships or

sale items. Offer valid thru 12/24/17.

Coupon Code: 25GL 

one regularly-priced item* 
25% OFF 

2520 US Highway 22 East, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 233-5004 • www.wbu.com/scotchplains

“That took working with state of-
ficials, working with federal offi-
cials, county officials, working with
local officials. That was something
that was so important to people’s
quality of life over there,” Mayor
Skibitsky said.

He also remarked on how town
government “navigated through the
great recession.” “That was a diffi-
cult time and I think we handled it
very well and we did it without
cutting services and were able to
use our surplus wisely and get
through that very difficult time,” he
said. Mayor Skibitsky thanked the
unions for accepting salary in-
creases, given the economy, that
were lower than they were hoping
for.

Mayor Skibitsky cited the
progress made in off-peak one-seat
rides from Westfield to New York
on NJ Transit’s Raritan Valley Line,
which now totals nine inbound and
nine outbound on weekdays start-
ing at 9:16 a.m.

He also noted the efforts of the
town’s first responders and DPW
staff during Hurricane Sandy in
2012. He was invited to speak at a
hurricane preparedness conference
in Georgia on the town’s use of
communications such as Facebook
and Twitter, as well as town-wide
conference calls he made.

On the issue of public safety, he
said traffic improvements were
made near all elementary schools in
town as well as Westfield High
School. Pedestrian safety improve-
ments were made at Quimby and
Elm Streets and Elm and East Broad
Streets, and HAWK lights were in-
stalled at Central Avenue and North
Avenue at Lord & Taylor’s depart-
ment store for extra protection for
pedestrians. Improvements also
were accomplished at designated
“Hot Spots” in town.

In the area of infrastructure,
Mayor Skibitsky said improvements
were enacted to beautify Memorial
Pool and Mindowaskin Pond was
refurbished just in time for next
year’s centennial celebration of the
park.

In addition, during his tenure
Westfield added 120 short-term
parking spaces in the downtown,
reduced parking enforcement hours,
added more free time to park, and
created free express parking spaces.

“I’m downtown all the time, and
you have to have a dynamic parking
system, and I think we do,” he said.

The mayor said he was proud of
changing Westfield’s liquor laws for
restaurants. “Those ordinances I
don’t think were customer-friendly.
I don’t think they were good for the
town.” He said removal of some of
the conditions on granting the li-
censes enabled establishments like
Addams Tavern to come to town
and allowed Ferraro’s restaurant to
expand its catering operation.

“That was not any easy thing to
get through. People were leery about
changing our liquor ordinances, but
it was the right thing to do. I’m
proud of our council for doing it
and it’s been good for our down-
town,” he said.

Mr. Skibitsky also has enjoyed

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Skibitsky Looks Back
accepting speaking engagements in
his capacity as mayor.

He noted that, “Any time I could
I would be where I was invited to. I
think that’s important as a mayor
that you represent the town. I be-
lieve I did that with integrity and
honesty and openness.”

When asked if he would seek elec-
tive office again, he commented,
“That was never my desire,” noting
that he had not planned on going
into public office until he was asked
to run for town council in Ward 3 by
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield).

“But once I got into it and the
more I learned about it...and the
more I grew into the positions, the
more I enjoyed it. But I really don’t
see myself trying to go down to
Trenton or Washington,” he said.

He decided to run for mayor in
2005, believing he “had the skills
and the balanced approach to lead
Westfield.” He was first appointed
to finish the term of Greg
McDermott, who had moved out of
town, before being elected to a four-
year term, the first in town history.
Terms had been two years prior to
the early 2000s, when they were
changed to three and then four years.

He said he has told people run-
ning for office, outside of his mar-
riage, “was probably one of the best
decisions I ever made, it’s been so
rewarding.”

Upon leaving office in January,
the mayor said he and his wife, who
have two adult children, plan to
take an overdue vacation before
deciding how to proceed with stay-
ing involved in the community.

He noted that he has met a few
times with Mayor-elect Shelley
Brindle. “I (have) offered to help
her as much as I can (with the tran-
sition),” he said.

Mayor Skibitsky also said he is
sure the remaining four incumbent
council members will “work well”
with the transition to the new mayor
and four incoming council mem-
bers, to “ensure Westfield stays a
vibrant, wonderful town.”

In closing, the mayor said he has
enjoyed the 15 years serving the
town’s residents. “I can’t believe
how quickly it’s gone by,” he said.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
EXPLOSION...Firefighters and emergency services personnel converge on the
Port Authority of New York and New Jersey bus terminal Monday morning
following a pipe bomb explosion. According to news reports, a 27-year-old
Brooklyn man, Akayed Ullah, was taken into custodity after partially detonating
a device which he was carrying under his jacket.

Accolades Offered for
CHS Student Achievements

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford High
School (CHS) Principal Mark
Cantagallo shined a spotlight on the
many successes of CHS Monday night
at the regular monthly board of educa-
tion meeting.

CHS students stood before the board
and presented a summary of accom-
plishments by students in various areas.
National Advanced Placement (AP)
Scholar Meg Cui told the board, “what
has really allowed me to become a
National Advanced Placement Scholar
is the great programs that we have in
Cranford.”

There are 11 National AP Scholars,
62 AP Scholars with Distinction, 24 AP
Scholars with Honors and 58 AP Schol-
ars in the district.

Pria McNeil, speaking on behalf of
the music program, told the board,
“Through choir there is a lot of commu-
nity and professionalism we are taught,
and time management.”

In January the CHS Concert Choir
presented a solo performance at
Carnegie Hall in New York City. Addi-
tionally, 15 CHS students were accepted
into the New Jersey All-State Cho-
ruses, while 17 students were selected
for the American Choral Directors’
Association All-Eastern Honor Choirs.

Kelly McMahon, representing the
CHS Theatre Department, told the board
that being a part of the Acting Academy
has helped her become comfortable
with public speaking, has exposed her
to different histories and cultures, has
taught her to think on her feet and has
improved her vocabulary.

The CHS theater productions were
recognized with 12 nominations and
two awards at the Montclair Theatre
Night Awards Program in 2017.

Mikos Panagakos, representing the
mathematics department and talking
about being on the Webmaster team,
told the board, “It is a class I think I will
never forget.”

A CHS student from the team re-
ceived Honorable Mention for the sec-
ond straight year for the National Cen-
ter for Women and Informational Tech-
nology Award for Aspirations in Com-
puting.

Additionally, CHS received a grant
from the Cranford Fund for Educa-
tional Excellence to purchase a 3D
printer.

Jeremy Hunt, speaking on behalf of
the business department about the NJ
DECA Program, told the board being a
part of the program helped him find his
passion and determine his major for
college.

Eighty-eight CHS students partici-
pated in the NJ DECA Regional Con-
ference at Kean University and 35 of
those students placed among the top 10
in their respective events. Four of those
students qualified to compete in Cali-
fornia and one student won an instruc-
tional award.

In other board business, the board
accepted the comprehensive financial
annual report for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2017, as submitted by Hodulik
& Morrison P.A. There were no recom-
mendations for the district.

A synopsis of the audit is available
for public viewing and will be submit-
ted to the executive county superinten-
dent of schools. Questions about the
report will be taken at the meeting on
Monday, January 8.

Business Administrator Robert
Carfagno told the board, “we are right
at where the Department of Education
wants you to be.”

Mr. Carfagno went on to explain that
the Department of Education wants
each district to have a 2-percent sur-
plus, which he described as “money
that is not earmarked for anything.”

“Right now we’re at 2.15 percent,”
Mr. Carfagno told the board.

The board of education approved a
fee-based full-day kindergarten pilot
program again this year at an annual
tuition rate of $6,800 for each enrolled
student. The program will consist of
two classes, with a minimum of 20 and
a maximum of 21 students per class, to
be determined by a lottery system.

The board authorized the submis-
sion of an amendment to the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education ACT
(ESEA) combined grant application
for fiscal year 2018. The amended total
is $160,722 and will include an alloca-
tion of $4,104 for the local non-public
schools within the district.

Additionally, the board authorized
the submission of an amendment to the
Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA) of 2004 combined grant
for fiscal year 2018. The amended total
is $868,260 and will include an alloca-
tion of $12,376 for local non-public
schools within the district.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Hartz Adj.
Corporation (DMC) has held strat-
egy meetings, she said, where the
DMC has suggested allowing a
fourth story in the downtown. Ms.
LaBrutto said she is not a propo-
nent of having a fourth story per-
mitted in the downtown in the zon-
ing laws because it can add to traffic
congestion, impact parking avail-
ability and could add children to the
schools.

“I don’t see it as a permitted use
on Springfield Avenue across from
the municipal building. I think it
has its place, such as across from
the railroad,” she said.

“One of the thoughts is to have
additional affordable housing in the
downtown, which makes sense,” Mr.
Aschenbach said.

the seminar some years ago and are
authorized to hang the lights, Cran-
ford Town Administrator Terence
Wall told The Leader.

Calls to Garwood officials were
not returned in time for the press
deadline.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lights
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Westfield Council
night in council chambers. The pre-
sentation will be filmed and aired on
YouTube or TV-36. Information will
be added to the website. Also, the
appraisal company is fielding phone
calls from residents.

The Westfield Fire Department is
to continue an assessment of both its
firehouses, on North Avenue and Cen-
tral Avenue, to “see if they are up to
par,” Mr. Gildea said.

Contracts for a number of unions
were passed for the year 2018, as
agreed upon in earlier multi-year ne-
gotiations. Salaries for each employee
was set for the Superior Officers As-
sociation, CWA Local 1040, CWA
library, Teamsters, and Police Be-
nevolent Association for 2018.

Over $100,000 was canceled in
balances of capital improvement au-
thorizations, Mr. Gildea said.

Mindowaskin Park playground is
expected to be overhauled in antici-
pation of the park’s centennial cel-
ebration happening next summer.
Also, the council amended the capital
budget to reflect the new capital ex-
penditure in the Mindowaskin play-
ground, Mr. Gildea said.

The ordinance establishing funds
of $1,250,000 to pay for improve-
ments to the Mindowaskin Park play-
ground was adopted. Mr. Gildea said

he anticipates grant monies will help
to offset the cost. “To date, we have
$130,000 in grant monies, and expect
to hear about two or three others,” he
said.

The town also is applying for a new
grant, Level the Playing Field, for the
maximum of $15,000, which is a
matching grant. If awarded, the town
would put the money towards the
Mindowaskin Park playground, which
also is being partly funded by a
$50,000 Kids Recreation Trust Fund
grant received from Union County,
Mr. Gildea said.

The Mindowaskin Pond Cleaning
Project ended up with a $33,000 in-
crease, yet still came within the bud-
geted amount, Mr. Gildea said.

Additional business included a
$5,930 Drive Sober or Get Pulled
Over grant received by the town, and
Boulevard road improvements be-
tween Park Drive and Washington
Street was approved.

There was a hearing held for three
Community Development Block
Grants. The Westfield Area YMCA
applied for two and the Westfield
Community Center had applied for
another.

The council also adopted ordi-
nances that are part of the town’s
compliance with its affordable-hous-
ing settlement.

From Saturday, December 16,
through Monday, January 1, the town
will offer free parking in downtown
Westfield, the council announced.

The town council will hold its reor-
ganization meeting Tuesday, January
2, at 6 p.m. The day before, on Janu-
ary 1, the new council members and
mayor will hold a swearing-in cer-
emony outside on the lawn of the
municipal building at 2 p.m.

Council Debates Bond
Ord. for Playground

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough coun-
cil approved on second reading a bond
ordinance Tuesday night authorizing
$160,000 to be set aside to make vari-
ous improvements to the Hartman Park
playground. The ordinance establishes
the borough’s eligibility for a Union
County grant. The borough will have
to pay at least 50 percent of the match-
ing grant. Both Councilman Joseph
Sarno and Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro voted no on the ordinance
approval.

Mr. Sarno and Ms. Cuccaro said
they believe the project could have
been budgeted in a “financially pru-
dent way that would not increase each
resident’s taxes.” The projected tax
increase would be $7 annually per
household, stated Council President
Sara Todisco.

At a previous council meeting, Ms.
Cuccaro stated each resident’s tax li-
ability would increase or current rev-
enue would not fund projects benefit-
ing every community member; one
example given was road repair.

Various members of the community
spoke on the project being a finan-
cially prudent priority or expense.

Planning board member Bill
Nierstedt utilized an imaginary depic-
tion of a “capitalistic society” where
no individual contributed to a commu-
nal good. The depiction was a re-
sponse to Ms. Cuccaro’s statements
against fully renovating the park.

“Let’s stop this wasteful spending
and have every property owner be
responsible for the portion of the road
in front of their property. What illogi-
cal capitalistic thinking,” said Mr.
Nierstedt in depicting a world where
residents only paid for community
items they use.

“I am not against the children. We
could have done it (the park revitaliza-
tion) in two steps,” Ms. Cuccaro re-
sponded.

Ms. Cuccaro stated her 17-year-old
car is maintained by fixing key ele-
ments, not necessarily redoing the en-
tire car each time something breaks.
Mr. Sarno agreed with Ms. Cuccaro’s
17-year-old car analogy. The analogy
suggests there is a precise manner to
keeping up something.

Ms. Todisco said the borough has

put off applying for previous grants
because money was allocated else-
where in prior years. Many towns in-
stall rubber playground floors which
cost “10 times more” than woodchips,
while the borough chose woodchips,
said Ms. Todisco in citing the “prudent
or responsible” measures the council’s
finance committee took when perform-
ing cost-benefit analysis for the project.

“Ms. Cuccaro, I earnestly believe
that you are sick and tired of older
people in town, often living off a fixed
income, getting a raw deal. I agree
with you. We bought into this town to
live in a place that we have pride in. A
revitalized park adds pride,” said resi-
dent Mike Callahan.

Mr. Callahan stated that he agrees
with Mr. Sarno’s and Ms. Cuccaro’s
respect for all residents’ interests and
that he values both council members’
prudence. However, the park is pru-
dent for the borough as a community,
especially for residents who want to
start a family, Mr. Callahan said.

The finance committee created a
capital planning priority schedule for
the fiscal years 2018 to 2022. The
outline includes expected capital item
requests made by borough department
heads. An approximate dollar amount
for each item is listed when possible,
stated Ms. Todisco in her report as
finance committee chairwoman.

“This by no means ties any council
or committee to agreeing to anything,
but provides a framework from which
to build,” Ms. Todisco said.

The council approved an ordinance
adopting the South Avenue II redevel-
opment plan. Both Councilwoman
Cuccaro and Councilman Sarno voted
no on approving the ordinance. The
plan will be reviewed at tonight’s plan-
ning board meeting, which begins at
7:30 p.m.
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Scotch Plains Zoning Bd.
OK’s Five Applications

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zon-
ing board of adjustment last week
approved five applications at its fi-
nal meeting of the year.

Brian Santos was given permis-
sion to construct a shed in the rear
yard of his home at 250 Mountain
Avenue. A variance was required
since the shed would be placed in an
area of the yard that is adjacent to
the front yard of a residence on
Mountain Avenue. Similarly,
Rutland and Jocelyn Paal were given
permission to construct a shed at
the rear of their property at 5 Green-
brier Lane. A variance was needed
because the shed would be adjacent
to the front yard of a neighboring
home that is located at the end of the
Greenbrier Lane cul-de-sac behind
the Paals’ residence.

In other business, the board
granted Donna Sicola a variance to
install a six-foot-high fence along

the front area of her property at
2292 Old Farm Road. Local ordi-
nances state that front-yard fences
can be no higher than four feet.
Azhar Abbas was granted permis-
sion for one year to operate a town-
car limousine and house the vehicle
in the garage of a property he owns
at 211 Willow Avenue. And the zon-
ing board approved an application
by Jennifer Fluharty for the contin-
ued use and certification of the pre-
existing, non-conforming use of a
building at 1740 Front Street as a
two-family dwelling.

The board wrapped up its busi-
ness for the year last Thursday, cap-
ping a year dominated to an extent
by hearings to consider applications
from cellular carriers seeking to
replace their antennas atop the new
PSE&G monopoles along the right-
of-way that parallels Terrill Road.
For the past few years, those carri-
ers had housed their antennas on

Downtown Redevelopment
Hearings Expected In February

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board anticipates holding pub-
lic hearings in February on the first
phase of downtown redevelopment.

At its final meeting of the year on
Monday, Board Vice-Chairwoman
Paulette Coronato said a board sub-
committee met last week with pro-
fessional planner Michael Mistretta
to review the preliminary draft of

the Phase 1 redevelopment report.
That initial phase encompasses the
central business district along Park
Avenue, and Mr. Mistretta has been
analyzing the several dozen proper-
ties in the area to determine which
should be designated as an Area in
Need of Redevelopment. Such a
designation would give the munici-
pal government much greater con-
trol over redevelopment of those
properties.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FIRST NIGHT...Scotch Plains officials and more than 100 residents celebrate the first night of Hanukkah in Scotch Plains
on Tuesday by lighting the menorah on the Alan Augustine Village Green.

Mrs. Coronato said that after its
reorganization meeting on Monday,
January 8, the board will start the
process to prepare for the public
hearings. “This will take a little
time,” she cautioned, noting that
legal notices need to be sent via
certified mail to all interested par-
ties — property owners, renters and
lien-holders — and that the formal
notification needs to be done two
times. Once that process is com-
plete, the board can then start hold-
ing public hearings at its first meet-
ing in February, she predicted.

Another board subcommittee
meeting with Mr. Mistretta is sched-
uled for Wednesday, December 20,
and Mrs. Coronato said that in Janu-
ary, while the notification process
is taking place, the planning board
can discuss the results of next week’s
meeting.

The downtown redevelopment
committee has already unveiled con-
ceptual depictions of what certain
properties might look like as rede-
velopment goes forward. One set of
sketches depicted how redevelop-
ment of the municipal-owned prop-
erties between Bartle Avenue and
Grand Street might look. Those ren-
ditions showed new buildings hous-
ing a mix of retail and residential
apartments along with a new library
and possible community center.

Last month, sketches were un-
veiled that depicted a new building
consisting of 90 rental units atop a
two-level, 160-space parking deck
that would be located where the
municipal lot next to the municipal

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LONG EVENING COMMUTE...Raritan Valley Line commuters were stuck in a
long line waiting for shuttle buses at Newark Penn Station Friday night following
a freight train derailment in Union earlier in the day.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
HOLIDAY TUNES...Councilman Tom Kranz visits with Fanwood’s Bob and
Grace Kruthers at Monday’s Fanwood Seniors Club holiday luncheon at Snuffy’s
Pantagis in Scotch Plains. The club meets weekly through most of the year and
sponsors programs for Fanwood and Scotch Plains seniors, including trips, guest
speakers, fundraisers and other activities.

Andy Skibitsky Looks Back on
15 Years as Mayor, Councilman

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Andy Skibitsky
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that he was thankful to the
community for giving him the op-
portunity to serve the past 15 years
on the governing body — three as a
councilman and the last 12 as mayor.

“It’s just been an incredible time,”
he said during an interview with
The Times on November 27. “I’ve
loved serving the people of
Westfield.”

The mayor thanked his wife of 31
years, Debbie,
who he referred
to as his
“kitchen cabi-
net,” as she has
given him ad-
vice when he
has been faced
with difficult is-
sues, and for al-
lowing him to
devote the time
needed to serve
in public office.

T h e
S k i b i t s k y s
moved to
Westfield in
1997 from
S c o t t s d a l e ,
Ariz., where he
served on his
church’s parish
council, was active in a local YMCA
program, and where both the
Skibitskys taught CCD and ran
church fundraisers.

The mayor pointed to his rela-
tionship with his fellow council

members, town employees, as well
as the people he recruited such as
planner Don Sammet, who previ-
ously held positions with Montclair
and Asbury Park; Chief Financial
Officer Scott Olsen, who came over

from Summit;
Public Works
Director Greg
O’Neil, who was
previously em-
ployed by
Princeton, and
n e w l y - h i r e d
Town Clerk Tara
Rowley, who
was the clerk in
Cranford. He
also referred to
longtime Town
Administrator
Jim Gildea as
“one of the best
administrators”
in the state.

He also
lauded all the
volunteers who
serve the town.

“I’m very proud of the people I
put on boards,” the mayor said.
“They are just like the mayor and
council; they are volunteers, they
don’t get paid, but they do very

The official portrait of Mayor Andy
Skibitsky by Dave Rossi.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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New Recreation Director
Announced for Scotch Plains

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Manager Al Mirabella said that a
new director of parks and recreation
has been hired and will begin his
duties on Monday, January 1.

D.J. Salvante, currently the recre-
ation director in Union Township,
will succeed Matt Mercurio, who
left his position in October.

Saying that Mr. Salvante was
“highly regarded,” Mr. Mirabella
told the township council at its meet-
ing on Tuesday that, “I think he’s
going to be a tremendous asset to the
community.” Mr. Mirabella also
thanked Deputy Recreation Direc-
tor Julie Buonaguro and Acting Di-
rector Margaret Heisey for their ef-
forts over the past two months.

The council approved stipends for
Ms. Buonaguro and Ms. Heisey for
November and December.

In other business, the council ap-
proved an ordinance to create the po-
sition of municipal housing liaison.

This person will be responsible for
administering Scotch Plains’ afford-
able-housing program. The township
is awaiting a final settlement of litiga-
tion with developers that will result in
about 3,000 new housing units being
built in the next eight years, of which
approximately 450 will be deemed as
“affordable housing.”

The council also approved a reso-
lution authorizing a shared-service
agreement with Fanwood for the pro-
vision of certified public works man-
ager services from January 1 through
June 30, 2018. The cost to Scotch
Plains will be $12,000.

Mr. Mirabella also announced that
the fall leaf pickup program will
continue and asked residents to have
their leaves at the curb by Monday.

Earlier in the evening, the council
recognized several outstanding high-
school athletes who excelled in fall
sports including football, soccer and
track and field.

The council will hold its reorganiza-
tion meeting on Tuesday, January 2.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHERE’S THE BUS?...Raritan Valley Line commuters are given updated
information on shuttle buses at Newark Penn Station Friday night following a
freight train derailment in Union earlier in the day.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COUPLE OF THE YEAR...Pamela and Richard Duthie, recognized as Volunteer
Couple of the Year at the 27th Annual Scotch Plains Mayor’s Charity Gala held
on Friday at the Shackamaxon Country Club, talk to emcee David Webb Mangan.
Also honored were the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee House as the
Organization of the Year, Paulette Coronato as Female Volunteer of the Year and
Vincent Losavio as Male Volunteer of the Year. The charity event offered tables
of silent auction items and a night of dancing. The proceeds are earmarked for the
Frazee House for “keeping history alive.”
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Courtesy of Tom Kranz
HOLIDAY TUNES...The Moonglowers from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
play holiday tunes at Monday’s Fanwood Seniors Club holiday luncheon at
Snuffy’s Pantagis in Scotch Plains. The club meets weekly through most of the year
and sponsors programs for Fanwood and Scotch Plains seniors, including trips,
guest speakers, fundraisers and other activities. Fanwood Council members
Kathy Mitchell, Russ Huegel and Tom Kranz attended, along with Police Chief
Richard Trigo. Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WINTER WONDERLAND...It looked like a winter wonderland last Saturday as
the area was blanketed with several inches of snow, most of which melted under
Sunday’s sunny skies.
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Skibitsky
important work, whether it’s the board
of adjustment or the planning board
or the board of health, the Memorial
Library board or the rec. commis-
sion...”

He specially mentioned the work
of Planning Board Chairman Vincent
Wilt and Board of Adjustment Chair-
man William Heinbokel, noting that
those boards have never lost any ap-
peals of their decisions “since I’ve
been mayor.”

“They’ve done a great job on those
quasi judicial boards,” the mayor said.

Among the accomplishments he
pointed to are the establishment of
the town’s “Quiet Zone,” the first in
New Jersey, where horns from freight
trains at the Rahway Avenue railroad
crossing on the south side of town
have been silenced during late-night
and early-morning hours.

“That took working with state offi-
cials, working with federal officials,
county officials, working with local
officials. That was something that
was so important to people’s quality
of life over there,” Mayor Skibitsky
said.

He also remarked on how town
government “navigated through the
great recession.” “That was a diffi-
cult time and I think we handled it
very well and we did it without cut-
ting services and were able to use our
surplus wisely and get through that
very difficult time,” he said. Mayor
Skibitsky thanked the unions for ac-
cepting salary increases, given the
economy, that were lower than they
were hoping for.

Mayor Skibitsky cited the progress
made in off-peak one-seat rides from
Westfield to New York on NJ Transit’s
Raritan Valley Line, which now totals
nine inbound and nine outbound on
weekdays starting at 9:16 a.m.

He also noted the efforts of the
town’s first responders and DPW staff
during Hurricane Sandy in 2012. He
was invited to speak at a hurricane
preparedness conference in Georgia
on the town’s use of communications
such as Facebook and Twitter, as well
as town-wide conference calls he
made.

On the issue of public safety, he
said traffic improvements were made
near all elementary schools in town as
well as Westfield High School. Pe-
destrian safety improvements were
made at Quimby and Elm Streets and
Elm and East Broad Streets, and
HAWK lights were installed at Cen-
tral Avenue and North Avenue at Lord
& Taylor’s department store for extra
protection for pedestrians. Improve-
ments also were accomplished at des-
ignated “Hot Spots” in town.

In the area of infrastructure, Mayor
Skibitsky said improvements were
enacted to beautify Memorial Pool
and Mindowaskin Pond was refur-
bished just in time for next year’s
centennial celebration of the park.

In addition, during his tenure
Westfield added 120 short-term park-
ing spaces in the downtown, reduced
parking enforcement hours, added
more free time to park, and created
free express parking spaces.

“I’m downtown all the time, and
you have to have a dynamic parking
system, and I think we do,” he said.

The mayor said he was proud of
changing Westfield’s liquor laws for
restaurants. “Those ordinances I don’t
think were customer-friendly. I don’t
think they were good for the town.”
He said removal of some of the con-
ditions on granting the licenses en-
abled establishments like Addams
Tavern to come to town and allowed
Ferraro’s restaurant to expand its ca-
tering operation.

“That was not any easy thing to get
through. People were leery about
changing our liquor ordinances, but it
was the right thing to do. I’m proud of
our council for doing it and it’s been
good for our downtown,” he said.

Mr. Skibitsky also has enjoyed ac-
cepting speaking engagements in his
capacity as mayor.

He noted that, “Any time I could I
would be where I was invited to. I
think that’s important as a mayor that
you represent the town. I believe I did
that with integrity and honesty and
openness.”

When asked if he would seek elec-
tive office again, he commented,
“That was never my desire,” noting
that he had not planned on going into
public office until he was asked to run
for town council in Ward 3 by Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield).

“But once I got into it and the more
I learned about it...and the more I
grew into the positions, the more I
enjoyed it. But I really don’t see my-
self trying to go down to Trenton or
Washington,” he said.

He decided to run for mayor in
2005, believing he “had the skills and
the balanced approach to lead
Westfield.” He was first appointed to
finish the term of Greg McDermott,
who had moved out of town, before
being elected to a four-year term, the
first in town history. Terms had been
two years prior to the early 2000s,
when they were changed to three and
then four years.

He said he has told people running
for office, outside of his marriage,
“was probably one of the best deci-
sions I ever made, it’s been so re-
warding.”

Upon leaving office in January, the
mayor said he and his wife, who have
two adult children, plan to take an
overdue vacation before deciding how
to proceed with staying involved in
the community.

He noted that he has met a few
times with Mayor-elect Shelley
Brindle. “I (have) offered to help her
as much as I can (with the transi-
tion),” he said.

Mayor Skibitsky also said he is
sure the remaining four incumbent
council members will “work well”
with the transition to the new mayor
and four incoming council members,
to “ensure Westfield stays a vibrant,
wonderful town.”

In closing, the mayor said he has
enjoyed the 15 years serving the
town’s residents. “I can’t believe how
quickly it’s gone by,” he said.

Spirit of Giving Brings
Back Christmas Lights

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The holiday spirit
of giving is upon us as NJ Transit has
decided to have a change of heart and
allow the township to hang its lighted
garland on the train trestle in the
downtown without imposing a fee.

“Based on the information we have,
it appears we will be able to put the
lights on the trestle next week, thanks
to Christina Hinke,” Mayor Thomas
Hannen, Jr. told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times last Wednesday
evening.

NJ Transit also will accept the
township’s Joint Insurance Fund’s
wording as is, Mayor Hannen said.

As of Tuesday, Department of Pub-
lic Works (DPW) employees have
hung the Christmas decorations, and
Cranford appears just as festive as it
always has during the December
Christmas season.

During a conversation Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield)
had with New Jersey Department of
Transportation Commissioner Rich-
ard Hammer, Asm. Bramnick told
The Times he had discovered that NJ

Transit was supposed to allow mu-
nicipalities to hang holiday lights on
the train trestle without being charged
a fee.

Municipalities that wish to hang
holiday lights on NJ Transit property
are to contact NJ Transit in advance
of installing the lights in order for
arrangements to be made to have an
NJ Transit supervisor on site while
the lights are being hung, Asm.
Bramnick told The Times.

NJ Transit also had informed
Garwood that three DPW workers
would be required to attend a full-day
seminar regarding installation of the
lights.

Cranford DPW personnel had taken
the seminar some years ago and are
authorized to hang the lights, Cran-
ford Town Administrator Terence
Wall told The Times.

Calls to Garwood officials were
not returned in time for the press
deadline.

Hartz Adjourns Application
Until February 21 Meeting

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Hartz Mountain
Industries LLC has adjourned its
application before the planning
board to rezone 750 Walnut Avenue
to Wednesday, February 21, 2018.

Hartz has proposed to make the
30.5-acre parcel a residential zone
where currently it is zoned for com-
mercial use.

Hartz had presented redevelop-
ment plans to the township commit-
tee for a multi-building complex
containing 905 multi-family units,
including low- and moderate-in-
come housing, pools and a commu-
nity room.

“When would be the right time to
ask for an environmental impact
study?” board member Dan
Aschenbach asked. Board Attorney
Mark Rothman said the board could
broach that during the hearing.

Mr. Rothman said Hartz has already
filed its application with the munici-
pality and it is deemed complete.

Hyatt Hills Gold Complex located
adjacent to 750 Walnut Avenue is a
brownfields site with monitoring
wells on the Hyatt site to monitor
the groundwater. There also are
monitoring wells at 750 Walnut
Avenue, according to Mr.
Aschenbach.

Mr. Aschenbach believes an en-
vironmental impact study should be
done prior to an application being
heard, he told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “But I believe the
conclusions of such a study will
help in ruling this issue in or out,”
he said.

During public comment, Arling-
ton Road resident Rita LaBrutto,
also a former planning board mem-
ber, said she had concerns about the
transparency of the planning board.
“The Open Public Meetings Act says
your agenda should specify what
you will be voting on or discuss-
ing,” Ms. LaBrutto said.

The planning board voted on No-
vember 21 to recommend to the
township committee that 215-235
Birchwood Avenue be deemed an
area in need of redevelopment, with-
out having the item on the agenda,
she said. “It’s a big item for the
town,” Ms. LaBrutto said. “A grave
disappointment for anybody who
has been following this since 2008,
that the planning board failed to put
it on the agenda,” she said. “It is
really shameful.”

The board had placed on its
agenda posted in the town hall on
Monday that it was to present a
study on making a portion of North
Avenue in the downtown a redevel-
opment zone, Ms. LaBrutto said,
but then was later removed. She
said the public had not been given
the 10-day notice that the Act re-
quires.

Mr. Rothman said the board has
proposed to have the study presented
at its next meeting on Wednesday,

December 20. The study will not
yet be made available to the public,
Mr. Rothman said, and it is not yet
determined to be on the December
20 agenda because “it is not yet
final.”

“It is something we haven’t even
seen yet,” Board Vice-President
Bobbi Anderson said.

“If a draft is made available as a
draft to the board on December 20,
it should be made available to the
public,” Ms. LaBrutto told Mr.
Aschenbach.

“I think that is true,” Mr.
Aschenbach responded.

The Downtown Management Cor-
poration (DMC) has held strategy
meetings, she said, where the DMC
has suggested allowing a fourth story
in the downtown. Ms. LaBrutto said
she is not a proponent of having a
fourth story permitted in the down-
town in the zoning laws because it
can add to traffic congestion, im-
pact parking availability and could
add children to the schools.

“I don’t see it as a permitted use
on Springfield Avenue across from
the municipal building. I think it
has its place, such as across from
the railroad,” she said.

“One of the thoughts is to have
additional affordable housing in the
downtown, which makes sense,” Mr.
Aschenbach said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Zoning Bd.
temporary poles while PSE&G un-
dertook a multi-year project to up-
grade and modernize its transmis-
sion towers and power lines.

The zoning board will hold its
reorganization meeting on Thurs-
day, January 4.

building is now situated. Half of the
parking deck would be for apart-
ment tenants and the other half
would be for municipal use. A drive-
way would run between that new
building and town hall and connect
Park Avenue and Senger Place.
Along Senger Place, where the
firehouse now stands, the renditions
showed a row of brownstone-type
homes facing east, with a driveway
and garage under each unit.

The township is still awaiting a
final settlement of litigation with
developers that will result in about
3,000 new housing units — with
about 450 of them deemed “afford-
able” — being built in Scotch Plains
over the next eight years, with
slightly less than half to be located
in and around the downtown busi-
ness district.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Scotch Plains’ Pat DiNizio,
Rock Musician, Dies at 62

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains native and resident Pat DiNizio,
front man and songwriter for The
Smithereens, died on Tuesday night.

“It is with great sadness that we an-
nounce the passing of Pat DiNizio, lead
singer and songwriter of the influential
New Jersey rock band, The Smithereens
— America’s Band,” the band an-
nounced in a Facebook posting early
Wednesday morning. “Pat was looking
forward to getting back on the road and
seeing his many fans and friends.”

Mr. DiNizio said in a Facebook
posting last weekend that he was re-
covering from injuries sustained in a
recent fall and was looking forward
to performing in 2018.

The 62-year-old Mr. DiNizio, a
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, resided on Westfield
Avenue for the past 20 years and was
often seen at township events like the

Memorial Day Parade and the St.
Bartholomew Labor Day Festival. His
Memorial Day weekend concerts in
his backyard drew hundreds of fans
from around the country. He also was
a recent inductee into the high school’s
Hall of Fame.

Mr. DiNizio formed The
Smithereens in 1980 with Jim Babjak,
Mike Mesaros and Dennis Diken,
and together the band enjoyed a string
of hits in the late 1980s and early
1990s. They continued to perform
together, recording new music as well
as albums containing cover versions
of classic Beatles hits.

Mr. DiNizio recorded several solo
albums and also tried his hand at
politics, running an independent cam-
paign for the United States Senate in
2000, and at baseball, as he attempted
to become the oldest rookie in Major
League Baseball in 2007.

No details about funeral arrange-
ments were available at press time.
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Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SAY NO TO TAX PLAN...Several organized groups protested the Republican tax plan last week in front of Congressman
Leonard Lance’s (R-21st, Westfield) office on North Avenue in Westfield. Among the groups protesting were Westfield 20/
20,and NJ 7 Forward. Please see editorial on page 4.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Gov. Christie Makes
Judicial Appointments

The State Senate last week approved
a number of Governor Chris Christie’s
nominations to State Superior Court
after they were advanced by the Sen-
ate Judiciary Comnmittee. Ann Marie
Bramnick of Westfield, the daughter-
in-law of Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield); Edward Cooper
of Scotch Plains, who has a private law
practice in Linden; Scotch Plains resi-
dent Lara DiFabrizio, the municipal
court judge in Hillside, Marc R. Brown
of Cranford, an attorney in Spring-
field, and current Union County Act-
ing Prosecutor Thomas Isenhour of
Middletown were all approved for the
bench.

Non-judicial appointments ap-
proved by the Senate included
Plainfield Mayor Adrian Mapp to the
state’s Local Finance Board and retir-
ing Republican State Sen. Joseph
Kyrillos, Jr. of Monmouth County to
be a member of the Horizon Blue
Cross and Blue Shield, Inc. of New
Jersey Board of Directors.

Other appointees considered were
former Assemblywoman Linda
Stender’s (D-22nd) chief of staff,
Edward T. Oatman,  nominated to be
a member of the Kean University
Board of Trustees and Andrew Baron
of Scotch Plains, an attorney in
Rahway, as an administrative law
judge.  Michael DuHaime of
Westfield, a Republican strategist and
public affairs executive, has been
nominated to be a member the Rutgers
University Board of Trustees.

The Senate Judicial Committee is
chaired by Senator Nick Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden).

Betancourt Named to UCC
Board of Governors

Rafael J. Betancourt of Westfield
was sworn in as member of the Board of
Governors of Union County College at
the December 5 joint meeting of the
Union County College Board of Trust-
ees and Board of Governors, according
to a press release from the college.

Union County College Board of
Trustees Chairman  Victor M. Richel
and Board of Governors Chairwoman
Elizabeth Garcia welcomed Mr.
Betancourt to the meeting and initi-
ated his swearing in.

Mr. Betancourt is an attorney and
partner of the law firm Triarsi,
Betancourt, Wukovits & Dugan, LLC,
in Cranford. Mr. Betancourt’s current
area of practice includes commercial
and residential real estate transactions,
contract matters, commercial negotia-
tions and business acquisitions and sales.

Mr. Betancourt began his career
working as a special agent for the FBI
and then as an assistant prosecutor for
the Union County Prosecutor’s Office.
He has represented various municipal
clients, including Union County,
Roselle, Roselle Park, and Westfield.
In Westfield, he served as a municipal
prosecutor and later as a two-term coun-
cilman and acting mayor.

Mr. Betancourt holds a juris doctor
degree from the University of Puerto
Rico and graduated cum laude from
Tulane University.

He is fluent in Spanish and serves
on many professional associations

including the New Jersey Hispanic
Bar Association, the Puerto Rico Bar
Association, the National Hispanic
Bar Association, and the New York
State Bar Association. He is currently
chairman of the Union County Bar
Association Real Estate Committee.

Lance Statement on
Jerusalem as Capital

Congressman Leonard Lance (R-
7th), chairman of the Republican Is-
rael Caucus, last week issued a state-
ment supporting recognizing Jerusa-
lem as the capital of Israel.

“Today is a historic day in the long-
standing and enduring friendship be-
tween the United States and Israel.
Jerusalem is the eternal capital of the
Jewish State. Our diplomatic efforts
and our embassy should be based in the
true capital of the State of Israel. The
United States is sending a message to
the world and to the Jewish people that
we stand with our great ally...”

In January, Mr. Lance introduced
the Jerusalem Embassy and Recogni-
tion Act that would facilitate the relo-
cation of the United States Embassy
in Israel to Jerusalem. The U.S. House
and U.S. Senate have voted on three
separate occasions to recognize
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.

 DiFrancesco Assistant Paid
Six-Fig. Wage for No Show Job
University Hospital Board Chair-

man Donald DiFrancesco, the former
State Senate president who became
an interim governor 2001, made Jill
Cooperman his assistant. Her salary
at University Hospital rose from
$94,000 to $125,000 as her job title
changed from senior staff attorney to
assistant general counsel and secre-
tary of the hospital's foundation from
January 2014 to April 2016, accord-
ing to a nj.com report. A University
Hospital  whistleblower complaint
called Ms. Cooperman’s employment
"a low-show or a no-show job."

Ms. Cooperman and the hospital’s
board reached "a mutual decision" that
she would leave with a severance pack-
age, according to the report. The hospi-
tal has adopted a resolution barring any
hospital employees from reporting to
board members in the future.

"She was hired following the pro-
cess any state employee would and
she reported to that department," ac-
cording to Mr. DiFrancesco's state-
ment to nj.com. "Ms. Cooperman and
I were friends but had not had a ro-
mantic relationship."

Mapp, City Council Booed
After Vote for Raises

In a 5-2 vote, Plainfield City Coun-
cil members on Monday voted to in-
crease the salary of Mayor Adrian
Mapp by $40,000 to $75,000 and their
own salaries from $10,000 to $15,000.
The raises are the first increases in the
compensation of the mayor and coun-
cil members in nearly two decades,
according to a  mycentraljersey.com
report.

Mayor Mapp, who also earns
$114,456 a year as the full-time chief
financial officer for the City of Or-
ange, was re-elected last month to a
second four-year term.

According to the report, the votes
for the raises were met by booes
from the crowd.

Swearing-In Ceremony On
Jan. 1 on Town Hall Lawn

THANKING WESTFIELD...Incoming Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle and
Town Council members-elect Linda Habgood, Mike Dardia, David Contract and
Dawn Mackey were at the Westfield Train Station bright and early to thank
constituents for their support on Monday morning.

Summit Council Approves
Consolidated Muni. Court

WESTFIELD — Mayor-Elect
Shelley Brindle and Council-Elects
Linda Habgood, Mike Dardia,
David Contract and Dawn Mackey
invite the community to attend their
Swearing-In Ceremony on New
Year’s Day. The event will take place
at 2 p.m. on the Town Hall front
lawn.

“We would like the festivities to
reflect the community focused spirit
of the campaign and there is no better
place than our beautiful Town Hall to
bring the community together,” said
Mayor-Elect Brindle.

 By having the ceremony outdoors,
families of all ages can be accommo-
dated. For those who have difficulty
standing or sitting outside, an interior
viewing room will be available in the
Community Room adjacent to the
front lawn.

Officiating will be Westfield resi-
dent and United States Circuit
Court of Appeals Judge Joseph
Greenaway, Jr. Mary Ruotolo will
serve as master of ceremonies. Live
music will be provided by Westfield
High School’s Jazz Band and the
Pledge of Allegiance will be lead
by local troops from the Girl Scouts
and Boy Scouts of America. Re-
freshments will be served immedi-

ately following the ceremony in
heated tents.

This event is paid for by ‘Brindle
for Westfield Mayor’.

For more information, contact Ben
Nanna, transition team co-chair at
ben@brindleforwestfield.com.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

by Mitul P. Patel, PharmD., RPh.

Pharmacy News

246 South Ave., Unit 4 • Fanwood, NJ • 908-680-6936

Please email your questions to:  Mit@FanwoodPharmacy
or visit our website at: www.FanwoodPharmacy.com

PROTON-PUMP INHIBITOR CAUTION
  Patients with GERD should take 
steps to alleviate triggers: lose 
weight, avoid smoking and al-
cohol, sleep at an include, and 
avoid problem foods like cof-
fee, citrus, and tomato products. 
People taking PPIs for ulcer pro-
phylaxis, with or without GERD 
symptoms, shouldn’t discontinue 
the medication without talking to 
a physician. Suddenly stopping 
could lead to an ulcer that bleeds 
or perforates, potentially caus-
ing further complications. To learn 
more, please call our pharmacy.
HINT: Because the potential dan-
ger of taking proton-pump inhibitors 
(PPIs) may rest with their interac-
tion with other drugs, seniors who 
take multiple medications may want 
to review their list of medications 
with a doctor and/or pharmacist.

  “Proton-pump inhibitors” (PPIs) are 
among the most popular medica-
tions in the United States. Sold un-
der brand names including Nexium, 
Prilosec, Protonix, and Prevacid, 
this group of medications helps re-
lieve heartburn, a symptom of acid 

disease, GERD), by reducing the 
amount of stomach acid produced 
by glands in the lining of the stom-
ach. As effective as these drugs 
may be, research suggests that pro-
longed daily use of these medica-
tions may increase the risk of heart 
attack, fractures, and dementia. 
Because the danger of PPIs is likely 
tied to their excessive use, anyone 
who takes PPIs on a regular basis 
and has done so for more than 18 
months should consult with their doc-
tor about continued use and dosage

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Christmas Carol
Sing-A-Long on Dec. 22.

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
County Manager are inviting the pub-
lic to the annual “Christmas Carol
Sing-a-long Around the Rotunda
Christmas Tree” on Friday, Decem-
ber 22, at 11 a.m.

The event will be held in the ro-
tunda of the Union County Court-
house building, 2 Broad Street, Eliza-
beth, NJ.

Freeholder Chairman Bruce Bergen
is the master of ceremonies. The event
includes caroling, musical entertain-
ment, and a visit from Santa.

Carol Guevarez of Linden do-
nated this year’s Christmas tree, a
40-foot tall blue spruce. She and
her family planted the tree in honor
of her late father who passed away
in 1990.

SUMMIT – The City of Summit
Common Council, at its December 5
meeting, approved the consolidation
of its municipal court as part of a
shared services agreement with New
Providence and Berkeley Heights.
The shared municipal court will be
housed at 360 Elkwood Avenue in
New Providence.

“Reductions in state aid, a broken
school funding formula and waste at
the county level means it is impera-
tive that local municipalities think
creatively about shared services to
help keep our communities afford-
able,” explained Summit Common
Council President Michael McTernan.
“The consolidation of Summit’s mu-
nicipal court with New Providence
and Berkeley Heights will save money
and directly benefit taxpayers by re-
ducing the number of court facilities
and staff size, as well as required
court security measures and adminis-
trative oversight. This is the latest in
a series of shared services imple-
mented by the Common Council over
the last several years.”

The transition will take effect im-
mediately in December 2017 and in-
volve the temporary housing of shared
court services in Summit during three
to four months of renovation work at
the New Providence court facility to
accommodate increased capacity. The
city estimates that the consolidation

of its municipal court through the
shared services agreement will save
the municipality more than $100,000
annually once renovation costs of the
New Providence court facility are
repaid within three years.

“Although the participating munici-
palities will share resources and a
physical location, Summit residents
will still be served by their own court
with its own jurisdiction. While we
recognize that residents using the
court will need to drive a few minutes
farther, the cost savings for all our
taxpayers should compensate for any
inconvenience,” Mr. McTernan said.

The New Jersey Judiciary estimates
that “about one in five New Jersey
municipal courts is currently part of a
joint or shared services arrangement”
with 18 of the state’s 21 counties
having “at least one merged munici-
pal court.”

Hot Tub Approved By Cranford Board
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — At Monday’s
meeting, applicant Marcy and Mark
Kielczynski were approved by the
zoning board of adjustment for a hot
tub installation at 40 Georgia Street.
Ms. Kielczynski applied for the vari-
ance because the hot tub is less than
the required minimum distance to the
principle dwelling. The hot tub will
be installed in their rear yard.

A hot tub in compliance with existing
ordinances should be ten feet from the
dwelling and 15 feet from neighboring
properties. Ms. Kielczynski’s tub will
be one foot from the residence and 15

feet from a neighboring property.
Ms. Kielcynski said the hot tub will

be on an already developed concrete
patio, not increasing open-land (im-
pervious) coverage. The hot tub will
be portable with placing it 10 feet
from the home not possible because
of an already existing pool.

“The yard is already fenced in?”
questioned Zoning Board Chairman
Ronald Marotta.

Ms. Kielczynski confirmed the
property was already fenced.

Zoning board member Chuck
Higgins stated his one concern would
be teenagers may jump off the roof
and injure themselves, but agreed the
situation would not be possible if the
hot tub was covered.

“I think the hearing was fair and
reasonable,” Ms. Kielczynski said.

“The application process to get
approved for relief is a lengthy one.

However, it is reasonable given the
town wants everyone to be safe,”
stated Ms. Kielczynski told to The
Westfield Leader and The Times after
the hearing.
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Dr. Peter M. Kalellis Authors
Book On Aging With Purpose
“Becoming Ageless, Harvest Time

Can Maximize Health, Happiness
and Spiritual Wellness” is Dr. Peter
M. Kalellis’ new book, published by
Crossroad Publishing Company,
N.Y.

Gracefully aging yet ageless, Dr.
Kalellis continues to have an active
life, still in practice of individual
psychotherapy and marriage and
family therapy.

“Becoming Ageless” is his 13th
self-help book, currently in book-
stores or through Amazon. This
book offers thoughtful suggestions
to empower readers to pursue
meaning and purpose in their later
years, facing life’s many chal-
lenges with less fear and no de-
spair.

“Becoming Ageless” should be
read by everyone. Filled with psycho-
spiritual guidance, this book gives
each reader the means of embracing
the beauty and mystery of growing
not older but being less younger.
Soulful writing, poignant stories, and

psycho-spiritual insights are found
within the pages that make life more
rewarding.

“This book is comforting, and
above all, inspirational. Reading
this book, I have been touched and
profoundly changed in my percep-
tions about aging for the better,”
said Dr. Andy McCabe, a Rutgers
professor and author of “The Gifted
One.”

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/bulletin/form

NEW BOOK...Peter Kalellis pens book on aging with meaning and purpose.

The Partners of

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC

congratulate

Anne Marie Bramnick
on her appointment as a

Superior Court Judge

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Family
Investors
Company
265 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Visit us on the Web at www.familyinvestors.com
908-322-1800

Member FINRA & SIPC

CALL TODAY FOR A COPY OF
OUR FREE NEWSLETTER

“FAMILY MATTERS”

May the peace and joy of the

holiday season remain with you

through the coming year.

Merry Christmas and

Happy Hanukkah

from our “Family” to yours.

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

HELPING NEIGHBORS IN NEED...The Deegan Roofing Siding & Gutter Co.
has come to the aid of the family of a Scotch Plains resident and fallen Westfield
firefighter whose home needed a new roof.

Deegan Roofing Co. Assists
Family in Need at Holidays

SCOTCH PLAINS — Last Feb-
ruary, a Scotch Plains resident and
fallen Westfield firefighter left be-
hind not only a wife and kids with-
out a father, but a roof on their
home in need of serious repair.
This heartwarming story began to
take shape when a neighbor of the
family informed Brien Deegan,
owner of Deegan Roofing Siding
& Gutter Co., of the family’s need
of a new roof.

While the family is grieving dur-
ing this difficult time of the year,
and covets its privacy, Mr. Deegan
stated, “As a father myself, my heart
was moved when the neighbor came
into my office to let me know of the
unfortunate situation. I knew right
then we needed to help this family.”

Mr. Deegan immediately offered
the labor to complete this work, as
the neighbor stated all of the sup-
plies were being donated from vari-
ous sources. Unfortunately, those
various sources did not come
through and the family was bur-
dened with this expense.

Upon hearing of this, Mr. Deegan
then got to work by contacting lo-
cal area suppliers, building depart-
ments and town officials to see
what he could put together to help
the family get a safe roof over their
heads. Branch Manager Joseph
Botino of National Building Sup-
ply in Roselle, N.J., got word of
the situation and also jumped right
into action, donating all necessary
building materials.

“Through the generous donation
of National Building Supply and
efforts of GAF Manufacturer, we
intend to get this new roof installa-
tion up before Christmas Eve, just
in time for Santa’s reindeers!” ex-

claimed Mr. Deegan.
Deegan Roofing, Siding and Gut-

ter Company is a local, family-
owned business serving all of New
Jersey since 1989. Offices are lo-
cated in Scotch Plains, Piscataway,
Toms River and Clifton, N.J. For
more information about the com-
pany,  visi t  their  website at
DeeganRoofing.com or feel free to
contact them directly toll-free at
(855) 793-1010 or locally at (908)
322-6405.

Freeholders, Department
Directors to Get Raises
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board introduced an or-
dinance last Thursday to give them-
selves and department heads raises.

The freeholder chairman’s salary
will go from $33,428 to $34,096, the
vice-chairman from $32,366 to
$33,014 and the remaining seven free-
holders from $31,305 to $31,931.

County Manager Al Faella will see
his salary rise from $176,232 to
$179,757, with County Counsel Rob-
ert Barry’s wage increasing from
$165,075 to $171,744.

Other salaries for 2018 are as fol-
lows: Director of Corrections Ron
Charles, from $117,300 to $124,746;
Director of Engineering, Public
Works and Facilities Management
Joseph Graziano, from $136,815 to
$143,632; Finance Director Bibi Tay-
lor, from $137,589 to $145,441;
newly hired Human Services Direc-
tor Debbie Ann Anderson, $130,000,
$20,000 lower than retiring director
Frank Guzzo was paid; Parks and
Recreation Director Ron Zuber, from
$125,865 to $128,382, and Public
Safety Director Andrew Moran, from
$125,636 to $133,249.

The final reading and adoption vote
is scheduled for the board’s Thurs-
day, December 21 meeting.

In other business, the freeholders
introduced an ordinance to guaranty
the payment of the principal of and
interest not exceeding $24 million of
county-guaranteed lease revenue
bonds for the Roselle Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) Early Childhood Learn-
ing Center portion of the Mind and
Body Complex in Roselle. The board
introduced the ordinance by a 6-to-1
vote with Freeholder Angel Estrada
as the sole dissenting vote. Freeholder
Mohamed Jalloh has recused himself
from all discussions and actions with
regard to the project. Vice-Chairman
Sergio Granados was absent.

The ordinance follows a lawsuit
filed by Roselle resident Anthony
Esposito against the Roselle Borough
and Board of Education and the Union
County Improvement Authority
(UCIA). In the lawsuit, Mr. Esposito
claims that the lease between the
Roselle BOE and the borough is “null
and void and the resolutions of both
parties failed to amend the lease,”
according to a press release available
online from his attorney, Michael
Doran. “The lease also violates state
law...which states that any lease in
excess of five years must be approved
by the (New Jersey) commissioner of
education.” In addition, the lawsuit
states that the borough did not have
the authority to sublet the property to
the UCIA, which issued the bonds for
the project.

Roselle Councilwoman-elect
Denise Wilkerson questioned why the

freeholders were rushing to take ac-
tion on the project when Mr.
Esposito’s lawsuit is still pending.
She also cited the national Republi-
can tax plan that, if passed, she said,
“will hurt New Jersey counties the
most,” noting that the property-tax
deduction would be capped at
$10,000. She said a lot of Roselle
families are paying more than that
amount in taxes.

“Moving forward with Mind and
Body (complex) would be tragic for
Roselle,” Ms. Wilkerson said.

Freeholder Estrada said he “still
doesn’t know exactly what the impact
of the taxes are on the residents of
Roselle.”

“I’m still not convinced that the
amount of money that has been shown
as an impact is the correct one,” he
said, adding that, “a lot of informa-
tion has been missing” on the project
“since day one.”

In other business, the board ap-
proved a resolution authorizing an
agreement between the county and
the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation (DOT) to provide the county
with the option to use the Rahway
Valley Railroad Right-of-Way as a
“rail trail.”

The resolution relates to Summit,
which is creating a Summit Park Line
whereby the abandoned railroad prop-
erty is being converted into a linear
park. The park will run from the edge
of downtown Summit, in front of
Overlook Medical Center, along a
1.2-mile path into Briant Park. Coun-
cilman Robert Rubino described the
park as “Summit’s version of the New
York City High Line.”

He said the project is being done
with privately raised funds. Mr.
Rubino said the park line travels from
the border of downtown Summit into
Hidden Valley Park and then into
Briant Park.

“The vision here is one day some-
body could get on a bike or walk from
downtown Summit all the way through
Union County and get on the East Coast
Greenway, but we are just taking baby
steps right now,” Mr. Rubino said.

He said the first phase of the project,
which is in front of Overlook Medical
Center, is nearly complete. He said from
the pathway patients and family mem-
bers can see the New York City skyline.

Per a question from John Bury of
Kenilworth, Freeholder Chairman
Bruce Bergen said no county money
has been spent or requested on the
project to date. He said the resolution
the board passed changes the county’s
agreement with the DOT to make a
rail line a permitted use on the aban-
doned railroad property. Mr. Bergen
said that the railroad property also
crosses into Springfield, Kenilworth,
Union, Roselle Park and Cranford,
but that only Summit has shown inter-
est in a rail trail.

More Gov. News on Pg. 16

Volunteers ‘Step Up’
For Unique Geology in
Union County Parks
COUNTY – The last Saturday Trail

Work Day of 2017 was a success as 26
volunteers stepped out into the cold to
install steps in three newly re-routed
sections of the Orange Trail in Union
County’s Watchung Reservation.

The steps will help visitors get a
close-up view of unique geological
features including an ancient lava flow
and glacial erratics, the non-native
rocks left behind following the re-
treat of the Wisconsin Glacier. The
volunteers also pruned back vegeta-
tion that was encroaching into the
trail bed, and closed down old trail
sections that are no longer in use.

Saturday Trail Work Days take place
on the first Saturday of every month
except January and February. The pro-
gram will resume on March 3.

Any individual or group is wel-
come to join Saturday Trail Work
Days and other volunteer activities in
Union County Parks. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 789-3683 or visit
Adopt-a-Trail/Adopt-a-Park online at
ucnj.org/parks.
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Rep. Leonard Lance Votes Against His
N.J. Constituents’ Tax Interests

For Desirable Westfield Shopping,
Improve Our Parking Enforcement

Lance Ensures N.J. Has The Same Tax
Relief Promised to Other States

I’ll Always Cherish Union County As
The Place Where I Grew Up

Truth in Government,
A Two-Faced Coin!

What is going on in government? It
has become a two-faced coin. One
face states the perils of opioid abuse,
drugs and alcohol. It’s a nationwide
epidemic, yet state after state is legal-
izing the sale of marijuana for recre-
ational use. Even our governor-elect
has made his cornerstone of his office
to legalizing marijuana.

Aren’t they aware that the use of
marijuana, a hallucinogenic, could
lead to other drug addictions? So
what is it, you the elected officials, do
you want healthy, lucent citizens, or
do you want drug-induced morons
working in government, business and
even the military.

Oh, now I get it, this is what you
want, a society that you can mold to
your agenda such as you did in your
crusade against tobacco. You elimi-
nate all advertising of any tobacco
products whatsoever, you produce
vulgar and upsetting commercials
showing smokers with burnt lungs,
missing teeth, etc. Yet I can go to the
corner store and buy a pack of ciga-
rettes for $9 and you get your blood
money, the tax dollar.

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

Constituents of United States Con-
gressman Leonard Lance should be
aware that Representative Lance
voted to proceed with the reconcilia-
tion process for the tax legislation
between the House and the Senate
after telling constituents protesting in
front of his office that he would vote
against the heinous piece of legisla-
tion.

He can rationalize this vote all he
wants, but two Republican represen-
tatives from New Jersey voted against

the reconciliation process acknowl-
edging just how unfairly residents of
our state are being treated, along with
those on Medicare and Medicaid,
anyone who buys health insurance in
the private market, those with cata-
strophic medical expenses, graduate
students and those who have student
loans, and anyone frankly who doesn’t
have a billion dollars and is named
Donald Trump.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

Don’t let the partisan rhetoric fool
you: opposing a conference commit-
tee is waving the white flag and ac-
cepting the elimination of the state
and local tax deduction for New
Jersey’s taxpayers.

A conference committee is the only
opportunity for members of the New
Jersey delegation to broker a com-
promise and keep fighting for Garden
State taxpayers.

To this end, [I] Congressman
Leonard Lance has teamed up with
fellow New Jersey Congressman Josh
Gottheimer and put forth a bipartisan
proposal to the conference commit-

tee, a fiscally responsible compro-
mise that preserves the full SALT
dedication and ensures New Jerseyans
see the same tax relief promised to
other states.

And with the recent announcement
that New Jersey’s Senator Bob
Menendez will be one of seven Demo-
cratic senators that will negotiate the
final version of the tax legislation in
the conference committee, we have
an opportunity of making a bad bill
better for New Jersey.

John Byers
Chief of Staff for

Rep. Leonard Lance (NJ-07)

Like many, I got a parking ticket in
the lot behind Starbucks. Westfield
Parking Enforcement are well-known
for their aggressive enforcement tac-
tics, but today’s incident really takes
the cake.

I pay for two hours with my card
but the paystation is out of receipt
paper. Almost an hour later, I’m back
and there’s that dreaded fine on my
windshield. A call to our municipal
court gets me the number to viola-
tions. To be fair, the town was helpful.

It turns out that the ticket was is-

sued at the exact same time that I
paid; I couldn’t help but chuckle.
They kindly dismissed my ticket, for
which I was thankful. However, the
issue we need to address as a town is
that a person can get a parking ticket
while waiting to make their payment.

If we want Westfield to be a desir-
able town for shopping, we need to
improve our parking enforcement to
prevent these situations from hap-
pening.

Liam Hughes
Westfield

I’m a member of Mensa who used
to have a volunteer teaching job at the
former Woodbridge State School from
1983 through 1986. I was glad to see a
lot of fellow customers at Cranford’s
former Jersey Green Sports Shop,
where I bought shoelaces, gloves and
socks, and where adults with Down
Syndrome held staff positions.

Since I moved from Cranford to
Lakewood in 2014, my chronological
peers encounter young, unsophisti-
cated, cruel, immature people who
joke about hurting people who are
either autistic or mentally retarded,
and who also joke about hurting
humble geniuses like myself and some
of my friends.

Local elders here in South Jersey
reassure us that that’s the attitude in
parts of Ocean County. Thank God for
my roots in Union County, N.J., as a
former Cranford resident and parish-
ioner of St. Anne’s Church in Garwood,

and thank God I still volunteer for NJ
Schnauzer Rescue Network.

Decades ago, I read that develop-
mentally delayed adults tend to be
punctual employees who can be trained
to do work the rest of us people would
find too monotonous. Also, develop-
mentally disabled people tend to be
eager to please. My neighbors and I
are grateful to God that we are not
developmentally disabled, and we
know enough to not look down on
people who are. Some people in Ocean
County are not prejudiced against un-
fortunate people.

I’ll always cherish Union County as
the place where I grew up, developed
values, enjoyed my volunteer teach-
ing and writing jobs, and my paid
librarian positions, and made most of
my friends.

Martha McLoughlin
Lakewood, NJ

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Isochroous – Being of equal color

throughout
2. Transcolate – To strain or filter
3. Thaumaturge – A magician
4. Scintillant – Sparkling; glittering

SCHNORRER
1. A beggar
2. The upper lip or muzzle of a quadru-

ped
3. A rough or coarse cover for a bed
4. A meal table philosopher

HAMIROSTRATE
1. Having a broad nose
2. Having a rounded beak or nose
3. Hook-beaked
4. Having a very long and thin beak

TOPER
1. Artistically suited for show or dis-

play
2. A drunkard
3. Proud; haughty
4. To stumble or stagger

ROUKE
1. To squat
2. Unsubstantial, slight or flimsy
3. To tunnel
4. Reward or merit

What Does Lance’s Vote on
Reconciliation Really Mean?

Communities Coming Together
To Aid Homeless, Disadvantaged

Christmas and Chanukah both celebrate miracles, light
over darkness, and faith handed down from one genera-
tion to the next over the course of millennia. Yet for those
who are homeless, on the brink of homelessness or other-
wise facing an uncertain future, a miracle, or a light, that
will lead them toward a brighter tomorrow may seem very
elusive. Under these circumstances, it can be challenging
for some to keep the faith.

This holiday season, multiple religious and other orga-
nizations within our local communities are hoping to keep
that faith alive by spearheading activities on behalf of
homeless and otherwise struggling individuals and fami-
lies, and to generate greater awareness of their plight,
particularly as winter looms.

This Friday through Sunday, December 15 to 17, multi-
faith congregations from throughout Union County will
participate in the Second Annual Homeless Sabbath Week-
end, described as a “call to action” in which participating
houses of worship will highlight homelessness with spe-
cial prayers and readings, collections of blankets or other
essentials, as well as through performances or displays.

Homeless Sabbath Weekend will precede the Homeless
Persons’ Memorial Day Vigil taking place one week from
today, December 21, the longest night of the year and the
date on which winter arrives. Beginning at 7 p.m. and
hosted by the First Presbyterian Church of Cranford, this
program will commemorate the lives of homeless people
who died during the past year from not having access to

shelter or other necessities for survival.
Various other entities also have been doing their part to

provide lifelines to the most vulnerable members of our
society. Union County libraries, among them those of
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford, Garwood and
Mountainside, currently are accepting donations of non-
perishable food to stock the Community FoodBank of New
Jersey and local food pantries. Likewise, congregations and
civic groups, students and the area business community have
been collecting goods ranging from winter coats and food
donations to toys to be given as presents to children in need.

Area organizations that perennially remain at the fore-
front of efforts to address homelessness are the Elizabeth
Coalition to House the Homeless, Homefirst, Family Prom-
ise, Community Access Unlimited and Monarch Housing
Associates, which are among the organizers of this year’s
Homeless Sabbath Weekend, as well as Bridges, which
delivers meals, clothing and other necessities to the home-
less in New York City, Newark, Irvington and Summit.

We encourage the residents of all our communities and
beyond to attend the Homeless Sabbath Weekend events
and Vigil (see article on page 6), and to support outreach
initiatives benefiting the homeless and other at-risk persons
year round. By enabling these adults and children to find
shelter and food, clothing and medical care, by preserving
their dignity and sense of community, we have the potential
to bring light and faith back into someone’s life — maybe
even creating a “miracle” of our own.

The battle in Washington over the Republican tax
plan has drawn a lot of protests in New Jersey and
New York, and rightly so, as the plan would either
completely eliminate or cap at $10,000 the state and
local deduction on federal tax returns, among other
major changes.

Protestors in front of Congressman Leonard
Lance’s Westfield office last week accused him of
lying to them by saying he would vote against the
legislation, but then voted in favor of reconciliation.
His office released a statement telling us, in essence,
that the process is needed in order to amend the
legislation to make the final piece of legislation
more favorable for New Jersey. His press secretary,
John Byers, said Mr. Lance is working with Con-
gressman Josh Gottheimer, a freshman Democrat
who defeated eight-term Republican Scott Garrett in
New Jersey’s fifth district in 2016. (Please see Mr.
Lance’s statement on Page 4.)

In checking the House vote to go to conference
committee — a process to iron out differences in
House and Senate bills — we found that of the 12
members of New Jersey’s delegation, only three —
Mr. Lance, Congressman Rodney Frelinghuysen
(R-11th) and Congressman Tom MacArthur (R-3rd)
— voted “yes.” The other two Republicans, Frank
LoBiondo (R-2nd) and Chris Smith (R-4th), voted
“no.” All seven Democrats, including Bonnie Watson-
Coleman (D-12th), voted “no.”

“...Opposing a conference committee is waving
the white flag and accepting the elimination of the
state and local tax deduction for New Jersey’s tax-
payers,” said Mr. Byers in a statement addressing
those who have criticized the Congressman’s vote to
proceed to the reconciliation process.

In opposition to that vote, Congresswoman Watson
Coleman said the two GOP tax bills “are in compe-
tition for the worst option for the American public...
If being in the majority means raising taxes on 82
million Americans, kicking 13 million Americans
off health care and adding $1.7 trillion to the debt as
victory then they should be ashamed.” Congressman
Frank Pallone (D-6th) has said the Republican plan
“will raise taxes on thousands of New Jerseyans,
while vastly expanding the (national) deficit.”

At present, New Jersey — especially Union County
— stands to get hit the hardest if the state and local
deduction is eliminated. The New Jersey Society of
CPAs (NJCPA) has warned that “high-tax states like
New Jersey would feel the bulk of the impact from
this plan.” A poll conducted of its members shows
that more than 70 percent of the 861 certified public
accountants (CPAs) polled in December by the
NJCPA said their individual and family clients in
New Jersey would face increased taxes due to the
Republican tax plans from both the House and the
Senate.

Moody’s Analytics, according to the website
slate.com, has said the GOP plan also would “double
the standard deduction that most Americans claim
on their returns each year, which would drastically
reduce the number of families who bother to itemize.
That would render the tax benefits of owning a
home, such as the mortgage interest deduction, use-
less,” leading to a decline in home values. The House
and Senate bills also cap the property-tax deduction
at $10,000, which will hit New Jersey hard, where
around 30 percent pay more than that amount.

Will the GOP tax plan be another “we have to pass
it to see what’s in it” piece of legislation?

www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date
and Customer ID are printed on

your mailing label.)

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color

Grant Enables Library To
Acquire Databases For Kids
WESTFIELD — With the monies

that the Westfield Memorial Library
recently was awarded through the 2017
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders Library Grant, the Youth Ser-
vices Department was able to pur-
chase two new databases for children:
PebbleGo Biographies and BookFlix.

PebbleGo is an award-winning,
pre-K-3 database for reading and
research. Simple to navigate,
PebbleGo offers key reading sup-
ports such as read-along audio and
word-by-word highlighting.

The Biographies database offers 14
categories of biographies such as Au-
thors and Artists, Scientists, Hispanic
Americans and Supreme Court Jus-
tices. Each entry has an introduction
and timeline, and covers the individual’s
early life, life’s work, later years, con-
tributions and related articles.

BookFlix is an online literacy re-
source that pairs classic video
storybooks from Weston Woods with
related nonfiction from Children’s
Press and other Scholastic imprints.

The fiction/nonfiction pairs are
categorized according to nine themes:
Animals and Nature; Earth and Sky;
Family and Community; People and
Places; Music and Rhyme; ABC’s
and 1’s, 2’s, 3’s; Adventure; Imagina-
tion and Celebration.

Each pair has streaming video, re-
lated non-fiction, educational games,

author profiles and Internet links.
Children can watch a streaming

video of any book, as well as read the
book, with or without a Read Along
option that displays the audio por-
tion of the story, with word-by-word
highlighting.

If there is a Spanish-language ver-
sion of the book, an “Español” icon
appears above the player.

Readers who want to research the
topics further can click “Explore the
Web” to find age-appropriate Web
links related to the pair topic.

Molly Adams, head of Youth Ser-
vices, said, “We are excited to offer
PebbleGo Biographies and BookFlix
and are very grateful to the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers for this grant.”

To access the PebbleGo Biogra-
phies and BookFlix, visit the Westfield
Memorial Library’s website,
wmlnj.org, click on the Kids tab on
the left side column, and select the
desired database from the list of those
provided by the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

For more information on library pro-
grams and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library at 550
East Broad Street for a copy of its
award-winning, quarterly newsletter,
“Take Note.”
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Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

1992 - 2017 • CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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•

•

•

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-006221-17
FILE NO. 23317-17

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
DEBRA HALPERIN, CO-
EXECUTOR OF THE ESTATE
OF ISADORE MOORE;
DEBRA HALPERIN, INDI-
VIDUALLY; JOHN DOE, HUS-
BAND OF DEBRA HALPERIN,
SAID NAME JOHN DOE BE-
ING FICTITIOUS;
FERNWOOD FUNDING, LLC;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Second Amended Complaint filed in a
Civil Action, in which MTAG CUST FIG
CAP INVEST NJ13 is the plaintiff and
DAVID MOORE, CO-EXECUTOR OF THE
ESTATE OF ISADORE MOORE, ET ALS;
are defendants, pending in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division,
UNION County and bearing Docket No. F-
006221-17 within thirty-five (35) days after
December 14, 2017 exclusive of such
date. If you fail to answer or appear in
accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by
Default may be rendered against you for
relief demanded in the Second Amended
Complaint. You shall file your Answer and
Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1.  A certain tax certificate 13-00111,

sold on 6/27/2014, dated 7/2/2014, and
was recorded on 9/5/2014 in Book 13814
at Page 252, made by STACEY L.
CARRON, Collector of Taxes of LINDEN,
and State of New Jersey to MTAG CUST
FIG CAP INVEST NJ13 and subsequently
assigned to plaintiff, MTAG CUST FIG
CAP INVEST NJ13. This covers real es-
tate located in LINDEN, County of UNION,
and State of New Jersey, known as LOT 4
ADTL LOTS: 230, 27/29 BLOCK 91 as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of LINDEN and con-
cerns premises commonly known as 1109
UNION STREET, LINDEN, New Jersey.

YOU, DEBRA HALPERIN, CO-EXECU-
TOR OF THE ESTATE OF ISADORE
MOORE and DEBRA HALPERIN, INDI-
VIDUALLY, are made party defendant to
the above foreclosure action because you
are the owner of a property which is the
subject of the above entitled action.

YOU, JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
DEBRA HALPERIN, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because plaintiff has been unable to deter-
mine whether defendant DEBRA
HALPERIN is married, and if married, the
name of DEBRA HALPERIN’s spouse. If
DEBRA HALPERIN is married, the plaintiff
joins JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF DEBRA
HALPERIN, SAID NAME JOHN DOE BE-
ING FICTITIOUS as a defendant for any
possessory or marital rights you may have.

YOU, FERNWOOD FUNDING, LLC, are
made party defendant to the above fore-
closure action because on April 26, 2006,
Fernwood Funding, LLC, recorded a Tax
Sale Certificate bearing No. 050047 against
Moore, Isadore, for a debt of $1,233.47,
sold on April 7, 2006 for unpaid taxes/utility
charges for the year(s) 2005 recorded in
the UNION County Clerk’s/Register’s Of-
fice in Mortgage Book 11661 at page 753,
dated April 11, 2006. Said lien is subordi-
nate to the Tax Sale Certificate being fore-
closed herewith.
DATED:  December 8, 2017

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $93.33

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

BOND ORDINANCE
STATEMENT AND SUMMARY

SECOND ADVERTISEMENT DATE:
DECEMBER 14, 2017

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Borough Council of
the Borough of Garwood, in the County of
Union, State of New Jersey, on December
12, 2017 and the 20-day period of limita-
tion within which a suit, action or proceed-
ing questioning the validity of such ordi-
nance can be commenced, as provided in
the Local Bond Law, has begun to run from
the date of the first publication of this
statement.  Copies of the full ordinance are
available at no cost and during regular
business hours, at the Clerk’s office for
members of the general public who re-
quest the same.  The summary of the
terms of such bond ordinance follows:

BOND ORDINANCE NO. 17-27

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE UNDER-
TAKING OF VARIOUS IM-
PROVEMENTS TO HARTMAN
PARK PLAYGROUND IN, BY
AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY
OF UNION, NEW JERSEY, TO
APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF
$160,000 TO PAY THE COST
THEREOF, TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT, TO AP-
PROPRIATE A COUNTY
GRANT, TO AUTHORIZE THE
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO
FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIA-
TION AND TO PROVIDE FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF BOND
ANTICIPATION NOTES IN AN-
TICIPATION OF THE ISSU-
ANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s):  Undertaking of various
improvements to Hartman Park Playground
in, by and for the Borough.

Appropriation:  $160,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $100,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated:  $55,000
Section 20 Costs:  $17,000
Useful Life:  15 years

Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Municipal Clerk

Borough of Garwood
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $51.00

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION

Scotch Plains Mayor Thanks All
For Mayor’s Gala Support

I would like to thank all who at-
tended and participated in the Scotch
Plains Mayor’s Gala at Shackamaxon
Country Club this past Friday, De-
cember 8, 2017. In addition to the
over 230 attendees who honored five
great volunteers, the Gala also raised
over $20,000 for the Frazee House
restoration.

A special thanks goes to the 2017
Mayor’s Gala Committee for doing
such a tremendous job. Thank you to
Liz Mangan, chairperson, and her
great and dedicated committee of
Steve Goldberg, Michele Polhamus,
Colleen Gialanella, Pat Kane and Mar-
garet Heisey. The devotion and extra
effort of the committee is what made
the Gala such a great success.

Also, I would like to thank all the
gold, raffle, and table sponsors for
their contributions: Gold Sponsors:
Ashbrook Care and Rehabilitation;
Bramnick Law; Dr. Andrew and
Paulette Coronato; DiFrancesco,
Bateman; Harbor Consultants; Mott
McDonald; Pinnacle Risk Solutions.
Raffle sponsors: Adler’s Jewelry and
David Webb Mangan. Table spon-
sors: Caffrey Tree Service; Checchio
Family; EKA Associates; Flight Line
Financial; Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary; Polhamus Family; Rossi Fu-
neral Home; Sage Point Financial;
and the Scotch Plains Republican
Committee.

A thanks also goes to all the resi-
dents, businesses and organizations
that contributed to the silent auction/

tricky tray: Alice and Marvin Agran,
Ashbrook Golf Course, Ralph
Checchio, Darby Road, Florence
Ravioli, Galloping Hill Golf Course,
Houdini Pizza, John’s Meat Market,
Liz Managan, Masana NYC Portrait,
Scotch Plains Music Center, Michele
and Rich Polhamus, Paulette
Coronato, Rich Duthie, Rise and
Shine, Scotch Plains-Fanwood Mu-
nicipal Alliance, Scotch Plains Rec-
reation Commission, Stage House,
and Guido and Barbara Passucci.

Finally, a very special thank you to
the honorees: Paulette Coronato, Fe-
male Volunteer of the Year; Vincent
Losavio, Male Volunteer of the Year;
Pam and Richard Duthie, Volunteer
Couple of the Year, and Andrew
Calamaras, who as chairman of the
Rotary Frazee House Corporation
accepted the Volunteer Organization
of the Year Award. The countless years
of service and the accomplishments
of our volunteers is documented on
the town website at
www.scotchplainsnj.gov/calendar/
mayor-s-gala-2017/. But it is love of
Scotch Plains and desire to make our
town a better place to live that makes
these volunteers so exceptional.

You can see a catalog of pictures of
the event at our website,
(www.scotchplainsnj.gov/), including
Facebook live (www.facebook.com/
ScotchPlainsTwp/) comments from
the honorees.

Mayor Al Smith
Scotch Plains

Cat-astrophe Avoided With
Jessica The Cat

On December 2 local citizens and res-
cue organizations came together to felici-
tate a felicitous feline rescue.

The cat’s owner had passed away in a
South Avenue apartment and wasn’t dis-
covered for many weeks, though thank-
fully she had put out open cans of food for
her pet .

Initially unaware of the cat’s exist-
ence, the landlord’s attempts to secure
the scared and upset feline proved futile;
the animal eventually escaping outside
when the windows had to be left open to
air out the apartment.

As the deceased had no known rela-
tives or friends to take in the cat, the
landlord contacted his friend, Mike
Gordeuk of Garwood, for assistance.

Gordeuk contacted Jessica Gotthold,
president and founder of The National
Foundation for Animal Rescue (NFFAR),
and requested assistance in rescuing the
forlorn kitty.

Neighbor Donna Schlenker, having
been given a key by the landlord, moni-
tored the apartment in hopes the fugitive
would return at some point.

The cat reappeared the same night,
hiding under the empty apartment’s sofa.
Schlenkler notified Gotthold, who quickly
responded, and subsequently humanely
captured the escapee and gave her subcu-
taneous fluids for dehydration.

Gotthold brought her to the Westfield
Animal Hospital, where the vet staff im-

mediately tended to their newest patient.
The doctors treated the cat for dehy-

dration and a minor upper respiratory
infection, tested and vaccinated her and
have now pronounced the newly named
(in honor of Gotthold) “Jessica” fully
vetted and ready for adoption.

Currently, Jessica is at the Westfield
Animal Hospital awaiting a person or
family with a heart big enough to take her
in.

If you can’t adopt but would be willing
to foster Jessica, Best Friend Dog and
Animal Adoption will pay for her food
and litter costs.

Please contact Best Friend’s Jennifer
Pannullo at (862) 220-9658 or e-mail
jennifer07003@hotmail.com if you are
interested in possibly fostering or adopt-
ing her.

Best Friend Dog and Animal Adop-
tion, Inc. is located in Cranford and is
headed by President Lorraine Jakubowski.
Anyone who wants to help further their
cause can send donations to P.O. Box
335, Cranford, N.J. 07016.

If you are inspired by Jessica Gotthold’s
rescue of Jessica and want to help, please
contact The National Foundation for
Animal Rescue at P.O. Box 565, Saddle
River, N.J.; Phone number (877) 554-
8787. www.nffar.org. Donations are
greatly appreciated.

Mike Gordeuk
Garwood

HO HO HO...Santa came to Fanwood, visiting the Christmas House complete with
snow, on Saturday afternoon. More than 75 children shared their gift lists with
Santa and received a special present from the big guy. Also in attendance was
Fanwood's Mayor Colleen Mahr, as well as former Garwood Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi. The event raises money for the NJ Institute for Disabilities Lakeview
School. Contributions will be accepted through Monday, January 8.

DIGNITARIES LINE UP...A bevy of honored guests pose at the Scotch Plains
Mayor’s Gala at the Shackamaxon Country Club.
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Kids To Get ‘Radio-active’ At
Berkeley Heights Ham Radio

A Ham Radio, on-the-air operating
event for kids will be held on Sunday,
January 7, 2018, at the Berkeley
Heights Community Center, located
at 29 Park Avenue.

NPARC, the Amateur Radio Club
serving the Watchung Hills area, will
set up two operating ham radio stations
for the event. Children of all ages from
Westfield, Berkeley Heights, New
Providence and surrounding commu-
nities are invited to participate, and
make direct radio contacts with other
kids at Ham Stations all over the United
States. In the past there have been con-
tacts made to the eastern United States,
as far west as Oklahoma, Colorado and
California, and to foreign countries such
as Ireland and Australia. This year or-
ganizers expect to make many contacts
with stations around the world.

The radio equipment and antennas
will be supplied by NPARC mem-
bers, and setup will start around noon.
Kids’ operation starts at about 2 p.m.,
and continues until about 5 p.m.

Kids Day is intended to encourage
young people — licensed or not — to
enjoy amateur radio. It gives young-
sters on-the-air experience, so they
may develop an interest in electronic
technology, and in pursuing a ham
radio license in the future. It also is

intended to give hams a chance to
share their stations with local resi-
dents. Even though the kids get a
“kick” by exchanging their names,
towns and their favorite colors with
others, they also get a serious lesson
in world geography.

Kids Day is not really a contest, but
records of all contacts are kept. All
participants receive a colorful certifi-
cate, proving that they did make an
actual contact and speak with another
kid somewhere in the world.

This event occurs twice a year, in
January and in June. It is done in coop-
eration with the Berkeley Heights Rec-
reation Commission and the New Provi-
dence Recreation Department, both of
which support the functions performed
by NPARC. See www.nparc.org or call
Barry Cohen K2JV, (908) 464-1730.

Tips For Parents: Children On Social Media
AREA — With the recent discussion

about bullying, social media safety has
become a prevalent discussion topic
for many parents. Safety is always a
paramount concern and social media
and the Internet make it exceedingly
difficult to protect children.

Mercury Insurance has compiled Es-
sential Tips for parents when allowing
their children on social media.

1. Set Parental Controls and Moni-
tor Internet Usage

While parents need to walk a fine line
between respecting their children’s pri-
vacy and being too nosy, there are many
social media monitoring apps available
to help them observe their children’s
online activities. A few popular parental
monitoring apps include: Net Nanny,
My Mobile Watch Dog and Symantec
Norton Family Premier. Parents can also
use filters to limit Internet use to certain
sites, read chats and block messages.
Another way to keep tabs on Internet
usage is to keep the family computers
and connected devices, like tablets, in
the living room or a common space –
this will make things more public.

2. Set Social Media Age Restrictions
Facebook doesn’t allow children un-

der the age of 13 to create a profile, and

this is a steadfast rule for most other
social media sites as well. However,
children with unrestricted Internet ac-
cess can easily lie about birth dates and
set up accounts.

3. Beware of Catfish
Catfish is a term used for individuals

who assume personas online that do
not represent who they are in real life.
These people could be posing as a real
person or create a completely fictitious
identity. Predators often develop per-
sonas that make it seem like they are
much younger than they actually are in
order to connect with children, so coach
your children to avoid accepting friend
requests from people who they don’t
know personally. Make sure they un-
derstand the dangers of online friend-
ships – because you never know ex-
actly who is on the other side of those
conversations.

4. Address Cyberbullying
Cyberbullying occurs when children

are bullied by their peers on the Internet.
Bullying can have a profound impact
on young people, and it’s important to
actively discourage your kids from en-
gaging in this type of behavior. Let
your kids know that they can confide in
you if they are being bullied online.

908-482-8855
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– Obituaries –
Charles ‘Charlie’ Ebert, 80, Family Man;

Sports Enthusiast With Quick Wit
Charles “Charlie” Francis Ebert,

80, of Zaragoza Place, The Villages,
Fla., passed away early on Saturday
morning, December 2,
2017. Born on August 3,
1937 in Lucerne County,
Pa., to Casmire and
Beatrice Ebert, Charlie
grew up in Winfield Park
of Linden, N.J., and later
moved to Westfield,
N.J., when he married
Margaret (Peg) Wall.

Charlie was a mem-
ber of the United States
Army before getting
married to Peg. He
served honorably, sta-
tioned in Alaska, shoot-
ing remote-controlled rockets in
which the electronics had been fab-
ricated by his mother, Beatrice, in
Linden, N.J.

Later, he worked for Schering-
Plough as an IT and financial profes-
sional for his entire career, 40 years,
until his retirement.

Charlie was an easygoing yet com-
petitive sports enthusiast. He loved
football in high school, coaching
his kids at every sport imaginable,
fishing, boating, golfing and espe-
cially racing everything with his
younger son, Mike. He particularly
loved working in the pits on his
son’s racing team.

Charlie also had a quick wit and the
greatest dry sense of humor. He was
able to make friends for life by mak-

ing you laugh and starting conversa-
tions easily. In any situation, he made
you feel comfortable the first time

you met him. All the
young kids thought he was
so cool because he acted
like a kid himself, so full
of life.

Charlie was a dedicated
husband to Peg for 48
years until her death. At
the age of 72, Charlie
moved down to The Vil-
lages with his new
fiancée, May Lehner.
There, they had the best
eight years of their lives,
playing golf, horseshoes
and any other competi-

tive activities. There, they gathered a
great deal of friends and enjoyed their
company as much as possible.

He was a great father and friend to
his two sons, Mike and Chuck. In
addition, he was the best father-in-
law and grandfather to Chuck’s wife,
Sheila, and their kids, Sean, Kevin
and Ryan. May’s children and grand-
children grew to love and adore
Charlie like their own.

His sister Jennie will miss him when
he visits his other sister, Betty Ann, in
heaven. He will be deeply missed by
all who knew him.

A Memorial Service was held on
Friday, December 8, at the Hiers-
Baxley Funeral Home, 1511 Buenos
Aires Boulevard, The Villages.

December 14, 2017

Charles F. Ebert

Mary L. Watkins, 86, Enjoyed Family,
Friends, Traveling and the Arts

Mary L. Watkins, 86, of Scotch
Plains passed away peacefully on
Thursday, December 7, 2017, at Cen-
ter for Hope Hospice in
Scotch Plains. Born in
Bronx, N.Y., she then
lived in Westfield and
Scotch Plains since 1960.

Mary was known for
her ability to make and
gather friends and fam-
ily to celebrate all of
life’s events. She loved
to travel, taking many
trips in the United States
as well as to Europe.
She loved the beach,
tennis, swimming, bal-
let and supporting the arts. She will
always be remembered for her radi-
ant smile and frequent laughter,
generosity and love for life. She is
already greatly missed by her fam-
ily and friends.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Daniel, in 2008. She is sur-

vived by her daughters, Barbara
Ujcic McIntyre and her husband,
John, Susan Ujcic and her husband,

Jared Snyder, and Karen
Pepper and her husband,
Bob; her three cherished
grandchildren, Jade,
Kelly and Devon; her sis-
ter, Helen Mady, as well
as a niece, nephew, ex-
tended family and friends
who are family.

A private memorial
gathering will be held at
a later time. In honor of
Mary, please consider a
donation to Center for
Hope, 1900 Raritan

Road, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.
Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Funeral Home, 556
Westfield Avenue, Westfield.

We would like to thank Center for
Hope Hospice for providing excel-
lent care for Mary and her family.

December 14, 2017

Mary L. Watkins

F-SP Service League Shop
Has Holiday Merchandise

SCOTCH PLAINS — From stock-
ing stuffers to holiday clothing, the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, located at 1741
East Second Street, Scotch Plains, is
well stocked for Christmas.

The Christmas Boutique is un-
derway with new items for gift-giv-
ing. For children of all ages, there is
still a wide selection of toys and
books. Adults will find their favor-
ite authors and previous bestsellers.
Additionally, the shop has collector
items for gift-giving and bric-a-brac
for “decking the halls.” There also
is a full selection of winter wear,
including women’s faux fur coats,
in excellent condition.

Thrift shop hours are Tuesday
through Friday, 10 a.m. to 2:30
p.m., and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. Free parking is available on
the street and in the rear of the
building; visitors may enter the
parking lot via Willow Avenue. The
shop can be reached during busi-
ness hours at (908) 322-5420.

The thrift shop will be closed
Saturday, December 23, through
Monday, January 1, reopening

Tuesday, January 2, 2018, at 10
a.m., with featured sales of cook-
ware and cookbooks.

The community is invited to
check out the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Service League’s website,
scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com,
or to give the organization a “like”
on Facebook, Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Service League.

College Women Announce
Coloring Book Fundraiser

CRANFORD — The College
Women’s Club of Cranford invites
members of the community to
“Color Cranford” with the purchase
of a new coloring book the club is
offering as a fundraiser for the or-
ganization.

Through the coloring book, pur-
chasers will have an opportunity to
“take a stroll” through the pictur-
esque suburban town of Cranford
nestled on the Rahway River. The
book also will allow users to bring
to life with color the township’s
schools, houses of worship, lush
parks, private residences and the
downtown with its array of interna-
tional restaurants and unique shops.

This coloring book was created
by the members of the College
Women’s Club of Cranford, a non-
profit  501(c)(3) organization
founded in 1932, as a fundraiser
for college scholarships awarded
to graduating high-school seniors
residing in Cranford. All proceeds
will fund scholarships.

In addition to financing scholar-
ships beyond the secondary level,
the club’s mission is to provide
information regarding local, edu-
cational and civic issues to its mem-
bers and the general public.

The coloring book is available
from all College Club members and
also may be purchased at Perrotti’s
Quality Meats, the Cranford Public
Library and Simply. Anyone wish-
ing to purchase a book also may call
Club President Janet Collins at (908)
653-1452. The cost is $10.

Anyone interested in joining the

club and supporting the quest for sec-
ondary education of youth in the com-
munity is invited to attend one of the
club’s general meetings, held from
October through May, or to e-mail
CranfordCollegeClub@gmail.com.
Those preferring to send a donation
to support the organization’s goals
may mail a check made payable to
College Women’s Club of Cranford
to P.O. Box 1677, Cranford, N.J.
07016.

Gloria Bou Kelly, 89, Loving Mother;
Enjoyed Music and Languages

Gloria Bou Kelly

Gloria Margaret Bou Kelly, 89,
passed away peacefully on Thursday,
October 19, 2017. Born October 1,
1928, to Dorothy Brandenburg and
Dr. Alfredo L. Bou, she
grew up in Washington,
D.C., attending Woodrow
Wilson High School.

Gloria spent many
summers in Puerto Rico
visiting her father, who
had remarried. Being on
the island gave Gloria the
opportunity to spend time
with her father, her
brother, Edward, and her
new sister, Tuti. Puerto
Rico sparked Gloria’s
love of its culture, people,
music and language. Gloria eventu-
ally graduated from Middlebury
College as a Spanish major.

While visiting her brother at the
University of Pennsylvania in 1953,
she met her future husband, Dr. Eu-
gene R. Kelly, who predeceased her
on September 19. They had five chil-
dren together, Deborah, Brian, Rob-
ert, Eugene and Christopher, and
raised them in Westfield, N.J. Gloria
encouraged music, language and
travel in her children but above all
encouraged each to fulfill their po-
tential. She loved her 10 grandchil-
dren and was happiest when every-

one gathered after dinner for a family
sing-along. She often said, “a cohe-
sive loving family” was her greatest
achievement.

Gloria found consid-
erable comfort in her
friends from Manhattan
and called them “her sec-
ond family.” Socially in-
tuitive, she engaged
people across genera-
tions and was often the
center of family parties.
Gloria had a jovial spirit
and was adored by all
who knew her. She will
be remembered for her
beauty, warmth, grace,
compassion and quirky

sense of humor. She donated regu-
larly to the JDRF, Southern Poverty
Law Center, and several animal wel-
fare causes.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made to the Juvenile Diabetes Re-
search Foundation-New England
Chapter, 60 Walnut Street, Wellesley
Hills, MA 02481 or http://
www.jdrf.org.

Gloria’s memorial service will be
held on Sunday, January 14, 2018, in
New York City.

For more information, please e-
mail bkelly@cpsi-tech.com.
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Sabbath Weekend and Vigil
To Address Homelessness

UNION COUNTY — A group of
non-profit agencies and interfaith
congregations are encouraging
multi-faith congregations in Union
County to join them for a multi-
faith “call to action.” This event is
the Second Annual Homeless Sab-
bath Weekend, taking place this
Friday through Sunday, December
15 to 17.

HomeFirst, Family Promise of
Union County, Elizabeth Coalition
to House the Homeless, Commu-
nity Access Unlimited, the Union
County Interfaith Coordinating
Council, Gateway YMCA, Mon-
arch Housing Associates and Iris
House are organizing this year’s
Homeless Sabbath Weekend on
behalf of all people who are home-
less in Union County. Twenty-five
congregations from across Union
County participated in last year’s
Sabbath; the goal this year is to
increase participation to 50 con-
gregations.

On the night of January 24, 2017,
475 people, including 55 people
without shelter,  experienced
homelessness in Union County, ac-
cording to NJ Counts, the Point-
In-Time count. The Homeless Sab-
bath Weekend organizers believe
that no one should be homeless for
the holidays or at any time of the
year.

Congregations will collectively
pray for all homeless people and
for the commitment to end
homelessness in local communi-
ties. Participation in the Sabbath
means sharing a prepared prayer or
reading as part of a service, hold-
ing a drive for blankets or other
necessities, performing a short play
or incorporating the theme of
homelessness into a holiday dis-
play or live scene. Registered con-
gregations will receive materials
to help with their participation.

The Homeless Sabbath Weekend
event aligns with the Homeless Per-
sons’ Memorial Day Vigil, hosted
by the First Presbyterian Church,
located at 11 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, on Thursday, December
21, at 7 p.m. This date is the long-
est night of the year and the event
commemorates all homeless people
who died in the past year due to
their lack of shelter or care.

For more information about the
Homeless Sabbath Weekend and to
register one’s congregation for the
event, visit monarchhousing.org/wp-
c o n t e n t / u p l o a d s / S a b b a t h /
SabbathFlyer.pdf.

To learn more about the Decem-
ber 21 Homeless Persons’ Memorial
Day Vigil, visit monarchhousing.org/
wp-content /uploads/Sabbath/
UnionCountyVigil.pdf.

Westfield Among Sites
For Blood Drives

WESTFIELD AREA — The
American Red Cross urges eligible
donors to give blood this month.
Donations decline during December
but the needs of patients remain steady.

A blood drive is scheduled on
Wednesday, December 20, from 2 to
7 p.m., at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

Blood drives also are scheduled at
the following area locations:

Springfield — Raymond Chisholm
Community Center, 100 S. Spring-
field Avenue, Sunday, December 17,
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Summit — American Red Cross,
695 Springfield Avenue, Monday,
December 18, 2 to 7 p.m.

Rahway — Knights of Columbus
Council No. 1146, 80 W. Inman Av-
enue, Friday, December 29, 2 to 7 p.m.

To make an appointment or for more
information, download the American
Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit
redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-RED
CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

John P. Pinto, 83, Had Been
Lifelong Resident of Westfield

John P. Pinto

John P. Pinto, 83, passed away Sat-
urday, December 9, 2017, in Arizona.
Born in Scotch Plains,
he was raised in
Westfield and graduated
from Westfield High
School. He was a life-
long resident of
Westfield until he retired
to Sun Lakes, Ariz.

John was a veteran of
the U.S. Army.

He spent a successful
career in the waste man-
agement industry.

John enjoyed his fam-
ily, his friends, good
food and conversation.
His sense of humor en-
deared him to all.

He is survived by his loving wife of
60 years, Helen Dombro Pinto; his
sons, Peter J. Pinto (Amy Puls) and
John P. Pinto; his daughter, Katherine
P. Werner (Walter); 11 grandchildren

and nine great-grandchildren.
Visitation will be held at the

Dooley Colonial Funeral
Home, 556 Westfield
Avenue, Westfield, N.J.,
on Sunday, December 17,
from 1 to 5 p.m. A Fu-
neral Mass will be held at
the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in
Westfield at 10 a.m. on
Monday, December 18.
Interment will follow at
Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made to
St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital at
www.stjude.org. Memo-

rial ID # 11140760.
For additional information or to

sign the guestbook, visit
www.dooleyfuneralservice.com.
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MUSIC CAN SOOTHE...Music Director and organist of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, Paul Sanner, has issued an invitation to the community to
partake in a special Taize service on Tuesday, December 19, at 6:30 p.m. The
Advent service provides quiet reflection, meditation, prayer and music to give a
respite from the seasonal cacophony.

PCW Invites Community
To Taize Service Dec. 19

WESTFIELD — The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield invites the
community at large to take a break
from the hectic aspect of the holi-
day season and join the congrega-
tion on Tuesday, December 19, at
6:30 p.m., for a 40-minute service
called Taize.

Music Director at the church, Paul
Sanner, explained that the brief ser-
vice of repetitive music, silence and
prayer is offered to help attendees
connect to the spiritual meaning of
the season. The Taize Community, an
ecumenical order founded in France

during the distress of World War II,
emphasizes a strong devotion to peace
and justice through prayer and medi-
tation.

This free, special Advent service
will be held in the second-floor
Chapel of the church at 140 Moun-
tain Avenue, Westfield. There is
ample handicap-accessible parking
and an elevator to the Chapel.

For more information about the
service or the church, call (908) 233-
0301 during business hours, Monday
through Friday, or visit the website at
westfieldpc.org.

Calvary Lutheran Invites
All to Celebrate Christmas

CRANFORD — The Calvary
Lutheran Church invites members
of the community to celebrate the
birth of the Christ child with three
different worship opportunities on
Christmas Eve and worship on
Christmas Day.

Calvary’s Children’s Service will
start at 5 p.m. on Sunday, December
24, Christmas Eve. It features a
simple telling of the birth of Jesus
and the singing of carols. This op-
portunity for worship and fellow-
ship is especially geared towards
families with young children and
usually lasts for 30 to 45 minutes.

The Family Service begins that
evening at 7 p.m. Youth participants
will tell the Christmas Story at this
service, which also includes carols
and Holy Communion. This service
usually lasts for an hour.

The church’s Candlelight Service

starts at 10 p.m. Christmas Eve and
usually lasts for an hour. This service
celebrates the birth of Jesus with cho-
ral and instrumental music, as well as
Holy Communion.

On Monday, December 25, Christ-
mas Day, the community is invited to
join the Calvary congregation for a
service at 9:30 a.m. to welcome Jesus,
who came “to give light to those who
sit in darkness and in the shadow of
death, to guide our feet into the way
of peace.” (Luke 1:79).

Calvary Lutheran Church worships
every Sunday, at 9:30 a.m., in the
sanctuary. All are welcome, no matter
where they are on their faith journey
or in their relationship with God.

Calvary Lutheran Church is located
at 108 Eastman Street, Cranford. For
more information about the congre-
gation, call the office at (908) 276-
2418 or go to calvarycranford.com.

Old Guard to Hear Talk On
Gen. Winfield S. Hancock

Nolan Asch

SUMMIT AREA — Nolan Asch
will speak to his fellow members of
the Summit Area Old Guard at their
Tuesday, December 19 meeting
about “General Winfield Scott
Hancock.”

General Hancock’s
most famous service was
as a corps commander
at the Battle of
Gettysburg July 1 to 3,
1863. The commander
of the Army of the
Potomac sent Hancock
ahead to command the
units on the field.
Hancock was in com-
mand of the “left wing”
of the Army, consisting
of the I, II, III and XI
Corps. He alone was re-
sponsible for the deci-
sion to stand and fight at
Gettysburg.

On July 2, Hancock’s II Corps
was roughly in the center of the
Union line. Confederate General
Robert E. Lee launched attacks on
both ends of the line. In one famous
case, Hancock ordered a regiment
to advance against a Confederate
brigade four times its size; it suf-
fered 87 percent casualties. While
it was costly to the regiment, the
sacrifice bought time to organize
the defensive line. On July 3,
Hancock continued as commander
at Cemetery Ridge and thus bore
the brunt of Pickett’s Charge.
Hancock was severely wounded, yet
refused evacuation until the battle
was resolved.

Noted for his personal leadership
at the Battle of Gettysburg, the Demo-
crats nominated Hancock for Presi-
dent in 1880. Hancock lost to James

A. Garfield, a Congressman from
Ohio, but only by 39,213 votes.
Hancock took the defeat in stride and
attended Garfield’s inauguration.

All active men age 50-plus are
invited to attend the
Tuesday morning meet-
ings of the Summit Area
Old Guard. Meetings
are held at the New
Providence Municipal
Center, located at 360
Elkwood Avenue, New
Providence. A coffee
hour starts at 9:15 a.m.,
followed by a 10 a.m.
business meeting
brightened by singing
and humor. Guest
speakers begin their talk
at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members
participate in sports,

bridge, hikes, trips, plays, concerts
and other cultural events. For more
information, call Jim Hewitt at (908)
233-5507 or log onto the website
summitoldguard.org.

Photo courtesy of Susan M. Dougherty
REENACTING THE NATIVITY...The Presbyterian Church in Westfield hosted
its annual live nativity and petting zoo December 3 on the front lawn of the church
at 140 Mountain Avenue. Hundreds of guests sang Christmas carols and drank hot
chocolate with church members who recognized the beginning of Advent, the four-
week time of expectant waiting and preparation for the celebration of the birth of
Jesus Christ. For The Presbyterian Church in Westfield’s schedule of Advent and
Christmas Eve services, call the church at (908)  233-0301 during business hours
or visit the website at westfieldpc.org.

Applications Available
For WSL Grants

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Service League (WSL) has an-
nounced that its grant applications
are now available. A non-profit or-
ganization, the WSL assists chari-
table, volunteer, civic and service
organizations of Westfield and sur-
rounding communities through vol-
unteer service and monetary contri-
butions.

Sales in the WSL’s thrift and con-
signment shops during 2017 have led
to donations to community organiza-
tions totaling $59,954. To date, dona-
tions from 1941 to the present is
$2,743,705.20.

Any local organizations inter-
ested in applying for a grant should
complete the WSL grant applica-
tion. All grant recipients must be
501c3. For more information, or
questions about the grant applica-
tion process, e-mail the Westfield
Service League at
WSLDonationApplication@gmail.com.

Wreaths to Adorn
Historic Cemetery

AREA — The First Presbyterian
Church Burial Grounds at 42 Broad
Street in Elizabeth will participate in
the national Wreaths Across America
ceremony this Saturday, December 16,
at noon. Veterans from as early as the
American Revolution will be honored
for the season with donated wreaths.

For more information on participat-
ing in or donating to the Elizabeth
event, call Linda Weaver at (908) 355-
6255 or visit the Wreaths Across
America website, wreaths.fastport.com/
viewLocation.html?page=16612.
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Panelists to Offer Guidelines
On Handling Dual Holidays
CRANFORD — The Sisterhood

of Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim
will offer a presentation on Tuesday,
December 19, on how to manage the
two holidays of Christmas and
Chanukah. It will begin at 8 p.m. and
will be held at the temple.

For their new program, entitled
“Sharing Our Lights,” the Sisterhood
invites the temple community and the
general public to join them for a panel
discussion of women, all on diverse
life journeys, as they discuss their
own approaches to Chanukah and
Christmas within their family unit
and the larger secular environment.

Within the multi-faith world, there
are numerous life scenarios. Among
them are individuals who are a Jew-
by-choice, converted and raising
Jewish children in a Jewish home
with a non-Jewish side of the family;
grandparents whose child is in an
interfaith marriage with grandchil-
dren being raised in two religions; a
Jewish partner married to a non-
Jewish partner raising Jewish chil-
dren, and a grandparent whose Jew-
ish child is raising children in a non-
Jewish environment.

Varying perspectives will include
strategies, concerns and celebrations
that are inclusive and welcoming to
family and friends.

Men and women are welcome. The
panel presentation will be followed
by discussion and a question-and-
answer session. Dairy refreshments
will be served.

Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim is
located at 338 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. There is no charge to attend

and the program is open to the public.
Celebrating 100 years, Temple Beth-

El Mekor Chayim is a conservative,
egalitarian synagogue. It welcomes
singles, couples, families, interfaith
families and anyone exploring Juda-
ism. For more information, contact the
temple administrator at (908) 276-
9231 or office@TBEMC.org.

Ms. Alexa Zepka and Joshua Rockland

Ms. Alexa Zepka to Wed
Joshua Rockland

Ms. Alexa Zepka, of Westfield,
N.J., is engaged to marry Joshua
Rockland, of Morristown, N.J.

Ms. Zepka, 25, is the daughter of
Pamela and Rodger Zepka, of
Westfield. She graduated from
Westfield High School in 2010. Ms.
Zepka earned a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Spanish Language and Litera-
ture, and a Master’s degree in Span-
ish Education and ESL (K-12), from
Rutgers University, New Brunswick.
She is in her third year of teaching
Spanish at Morristown High School.

Mr. Rockland, 33, is the son of

Michael Aaron Rockland and
Patricia Ard, of Morristown. He is
an artist and art teacher at Memo-
rial Junior Middle School in
Hanover, N.J. Mr. Rockland gradu-
ated from Morristown-Beard High
School in 2003 and earned a Bach-
elor of Arts degree from Rutgers
University, Mason Gross School of
the Arts. He also holds a Master’s
degree in Art Education from
Montclair State University.

Ms. Zepka and Mr. Rockland will
be married in June 2018, at The Break-
ers on the Ocean in Spring Lake, N.J.

MR. AND MRS. JOSEPH GERARD KENNY
(She is the former Miss Alexandra Bollman Robertson)

Joseph G. Kenny Marries
Miss Alexandra B. Robertson

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Gerard Kenny
of Westfield have announced the
marriage of their son, Joseph Gerard
Kenny, to the former Miss Alexandra
Bollman Robertson, a daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. William Palmer
Robertson of New Providence.

The couple, who met while stu-
dents at Seton Hall Law School, were
engaged on the beach at Congress
Hall, Cape May, in May 2016. The
wedding was held on September 30,
2017 at St. Teresa of Avila Church in
Summit, with a reception following
at Canoe Brook Country Club in Sum-
mit. The bride was given in marriage

by her father.
The bride is an attorney practicing

trust and estate law with Donnelly
Minter & Kelly in Morristown. She is
a graduate of Kent Place School,
Bucknell University and Seton Hall
Law School.

The groom is an attorney with the
New Jersey Administrative Office
of the Courts and an Adjunct Profes-
sor of Legal Studies at St. John’s
University. He is a graduate of Ora-
tory Prep School, St. John’s Univer-
sity and Seton Hall Law School.

Following a honeymoon in Aruba,
the couple resides in Summit.

Garwood Knights
Holding Toy Drive

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus are conducting
a toy drive through December.

Donations of brand-new, un-
wrapped toys on behalf of St. Joseph
Social Service Center in Elizabeth
can be dropped off from 4 to 6 p.m.
weekdays, and after 1 p.m. on Sun-
days, at the Knights’ Council Hall,
located at 37 South Avenue, Garwood.
Parking is available behind the build-
ing off Willow Avenue (turn at Pet
Supplies Plus). Visitors are asked to
use the side-door entrance.

Monetary donations may be made
payable to: “The Garwood K of C Toy
Drive,” Attention: Keith Gallagher.

The Knights request that no toys
depicting violence, guns, dolls ex-
ploiting women or old stuffed ani-
mals be donated. For more informa-
tion, call the Knights at (908) 789-
9809 after 4 p.m. or Keith Gallagher
at (908) 789-0931.

More information on St. Joseph
Social Service Center is available at
YouTube “Homeless in Elizabeth,”
parts one and two, or by visiting
sjeliz.org.

Fanwood Presb. to Hold
Heifer Market Sunday

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Presbyterian Church will sell shares
of domestic animals through the
Heifer Program this Sunday, De-
cember 17, at 11:30 a.m.

Westminster Hall in the Educa-
tion Building on Marian Avenue
will be transformed into a lively
market for purchasing animals
ranging from bees, chickens and
sheep to a water buffalo.

Heifer International provides

animals to people in impoverished
areas around the world. Recipients
raise the animals to produce honey,
eggs, wool and milk for their use
and for income.

The public is invited to attend
and find a different kind of gift for
giving this holiday season. A greet-
ing card is provided with the pur-
chase.

Additionally, a gift-wrapping ser-
vice will be offered in the Dining
Room of the building. The pro-
ceeds from this service will go to
the Puerto Rico Disaster Relief
Fund. The service also will be avail-
able this Saturday, December 16,
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

For more information about these
and other programs at the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, call the of-
fice at (908) 889-8891, e-mail
admin@fanwoodpc.org or check
the website at fanwoodpc.org.

St. James to Offer
Lessons and Carols

SPRINGFIELD — St. James the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church
invites the community to its Festi-
val of Lessons and Carols this Sun-
day, December 17, at 3 p.m.

Attendees will have an opportu-
nity to listen to the Christmas Story
as woven through the Old and New
Testaments and expressed in
Christmas carols sung by the St.
James parish choirs.

All are welcome to experience
this Christmas spirit-filled hour of
scripture and song. St. James
Church is located at 45 South
Springfield Avenue, Springfield.
For more information, call the par-
ish office at (973) 376-3044.

St. Bart’s to Feature
Concert Saturday

SCOTCH PLAINS — All are in-
vited to attend a Christmas concert
at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Ro-
man Catholic Church this Saturday,
December 16, beginning at 7 p.m.
The church is located at 2032
Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains.

The music ministry of St .
Bartholomew Parish will perform
a blend of familiar carols, contem-
porary songs and surprising ar-
rangements accompanied by a
chamber orchestra and band. The
concert will take place in the
church.

The program will feature the
voices of more than 40 singers from
the Adult, Schola Cantorum and
Children’s Choirs of St .
Bartholomew Parish.

Songs will include “Oh Holy
Night,” “Gesu Bambino,” “When
Mary Sang Her Lullaby” and “Still,
Still, Still,” among many others.
New this year, the audience will be
invited to participate during a sing-
along portion.

The concert is free, but there is a
suggested donation of $10 to help
support the music ministry.

Caregiver Stress to Be Topic
Of Lavy House Program

WESTFIELD — An informational
program entitled “Tips for Managing
Caregiver Stress,” for senior adults
and their families, will take place on
Tuesday, December 19, at 11:30 a.m.,
at The Senior Resource Center at The
Lavy House, located at 748 East Broad
Street, Westfield.

The program will be presented by
Alice Greenberg-Sheedy, a Licensed
Social Worker and Jewish Family
Service Alzheimer’s/Dementia
Caregiver Program manager.

During this session, participants will
learn about caregiver stress, strategies
for managing caregiver stress and ways
to enjoy the rewards of caregiving. A
light lunch will be served and kosher

dietary laws will be observed.
The Senior Resource Center at The

Lavy House is a joint venture between
Jewish Family Service of Central New
Jersey, Temple Emanu-El of Westfield
and The Westfield United Fund. Through
a grant from the Jewish Community
Foundation of Greater MetroWest NJ,
Jewish Family Service of Central New
Jersey provides programming and the
services of Licensed Clinical Social
Worker Naomi Kreutzer each Tuesday.
Programs are free of charge and open to
the entire community.

Registration is recommended if plan-
ning to attend. Interested persons are
asked to e-mail info@jfscentralnj.org
or to call (908) 352-8375.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq.,

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey, 07016
(908) 272-0200

www.dughihewit.com

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY
 __________________________________________________________

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS & TRUSTS

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

________________

REAL ESTATE

CLOSINGS

_______________

FAMILY LAW

ACCREDITED DIVORCE MEDIATOR

_________________

201 SOUTH AVE.

WESTFIELD

654-8885

MLK Association Schedules
Commemoration Service

WESTFIELD — The Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Association of
Westfield will hold its 31st Annual
Interfaith Commemoration Service
on Monday, January 15, 2018. This
service will be hosted by St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, located at 414
East Broad Street, Westfield, where
the Reverend Duncan Johnston is
pastor. The theme for the 2018 pro-
gram year is “Bridging the Divide:
Race in America.”

The Dr. King Association spon-
sors an annual essay contest in the
local elementary and intermediate
schools, in which students will re-
spond to the challenge of this
theme. Contest winners will be rec-
ognized at this service. The com-
memoration program will include
participants from local churches,
mosques and synagogues as well
as other civic organizations.

The service will start at 1 p.m.,
and will be preceded by a police-
escorted march departing the Dr.
King monument on the South Av-
enue circle at 12:30 p.m. The pub-

lic is invited to participate in both
the march and the service.

The keynote speaker for this
event will be Union County Free-
holder Linda Carter, a lifelong resi-
dent of Plainfield. Now in her third
term, she was the first African-
American woman to chair the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Association has been a part of the
Westfield community for 30 years.
The purpose of the association is
to inspire and encourage local com-
munities to seek and adopt the high
ideals espoused by Dr. King – es-
pecially those ideals that promote
respect, fairness and justice for all
people. For further information,
call Donnell Carr at (908) 456-
3931.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

Union County Wrestling Preview
Will Be In December 21 Issue

SRS – RYAN, ELLIOTT, GREENWOOD, SGRO, SHYPOSH

Blue Devils Looking to Take
Next Step Up in Girls Hoops

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Vast improvement from a 9-16
record in 2016 to a 19-6 record and a
strong showing in the Union County
Tournament (UCT) in 2017 turned
the Westfield High School girls bas-
ketball team in the right direction but
this season the Lady Blue Devils are

looking to take another step upward.
“Last year we were very success-

ful. The girls came together and played
like a team. The toughest thing for
other teams to defend was that every-
one, who was on the court, could
score, so they had to focus on all
five,” Blue Devil Head Coach Liz
McKeon said.

That step up could result in a UCT
title. Last year, the Blue Devils, after
losing to them twice during the regu-
lar season, knocked off the second-
seeded New Providence Pioneers, 39-
33, to advance to the UCT champion-
ship game.

“We lost to New Providence twice
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Raider Boys Not Taking Any
Games Lightly in Basketball

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SENIOR BASKETBALL RAIDERS...Pictured, left to right, are: front; Managers Alex Lipshitz, Matt Kipp and Ryan
StaRosa; middle row, Brogan Quigley, Nick Jackson, Tommy Drubulis and Brendan Beriont; back row, Ryan Muench, John
Petris, Jack Brady, Dwight Laylor and Lamont Cruse.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Every game whether it be in the
conference or outside it will be con-
sidered a battle in the eyes of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
basketball Head Coach Steve Siragusa
and his senior-heavy squad this sea-
son. The Raiders are coming off a
banner year with a record of 22-6 and
came oh so close to winning the Union
County Conference Valley Division
crown but fell short to a very strong
Rahway team.

“We finished second in the confer-
ence. That’s something we want to
strive to compete in the conference
and win it this year. We fell a little
short last year and we got to make

some corrections and not take any
single game lightly in our conference
or out of confenerce,” Coach Siragusa
said. “I think bringing it every single
night could be the difference. We can’t
let up.”

The Raiders do return a few three-
year starters in addition to a number
of multi-sport athletes. Presently, al-
though it is not carved in stone, the
starting five are expected to be se-
niors Tommy Drubulis, Jack Brady,
Lamont Cruse, Dwight Laylor and
Ryan Muench. However there are
other seniors in the mix such as Bro-
gan Quigley, Nick Jackson, John Petris
and Brendan Beriont.

Drubulis, not only has demonstrated
fine defensive skills with deceptive

acts of thievery, but also has shown a
slick drive to the basket for lay-ups.

“Tommy Drubulis is a workhorse.
To be honest, my first three years as a
head coach I have been fortunate to
have him since his sophomore year.
He is very coachable. He does every-
thing that we could ask of him and
he’s a great leader on and off the
court,” Coach Siragusa said. “We are
hoping for a really big year from him
and our team.”

A true multi-sport athlete, Brady,
who played defense on the soccer team
and offense on the lacrosse team, has
used those skills well in basketball.

“Jack Brady has also been a three-
year starter for us. Very athletic! He

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL BASKETBALL SENIORS...The Lady Blue Devils are looking to take their next step up. Pictured, left to right,
are: front row; Molly Ryan, Grace Elliott and Josie Greenwood; back row, Lauren Sgro and Whitney Shyposh.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

REESE, DENTE CAPTS; COMPOSTO RETURNS AT 106LBS

Blue Devil Matmen Are Doing
The Right Thing on the Mat

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Doing the right things on the mat is
a very good sign for this year’s
Westfield High School wrestling team
that placed third in the Union County
Tournament (UCT), second in Dis-
trict 15, qualified nine for the Region
4 Tournament, sent three to the
NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City
(AC) and finished with a 14-9 season.
It is especially good since the Blue
Devils achieved that with a strong
core of underclassmen.

“Lot of potential in this room. I
think the kids want to be successful.
They put in an off-season that says
they want to be successful. They just
need to maintain their focus and in-
tensity,” Blue Devil Head Coach Glen
Kurz said.

The Blue Devils can expect ample
leadership from team captains Isaiah
Reese and Matt Dente, along with
senior Sean Dwyer. Dente has zoomed
up to compete at the 195-lb class and
Dwyer is expected to compete at 152-
lbs.

“We don’t have a big senior class
but we have some good kids. Matt
Dente is going to step up. He worked
hard to get his weight up during the
off-season. Sean Dwyer is on the verge
of having that breakout year,” Coach
Kurz said.

Last year, Reese competed at 170-
lbs, placed third in the UCT, second
in the district and finished with a 21-
11 record. This season Reese has
dropped to the 160-lb class.

“Isaiah had a real nice junior year.
He’s really our only senior coming

back with that postseason experience.
He can share a little bit of that with the
team,” Kurz said.

One of a solid group of now sopho-
mores, CJ Composto, who placed third
in the UCT at 113-lbs, dropped to
106-lbs to win the district and region
titles, won two bouts at AC and fin-
ished 35-6. Composto will remain at
106-lbs.

“He had a great off-season. He prob-
ably wrestled close to 100 matches. I
don’t remember seeing him lose to
anybody from New Jersey. His losses
were all out of state. He just got bet-
ter! He got more physical. He got
crisp. He’s poised for a big year,”
Coach Kurz said.

Sophomore Luke Hoerle last year
won the UCT at 106-lbs then placed

David B. Corbin (March 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNING TWO BOUTS AT AC...Blue Devil CJ Composto, front, won two bouts in the 106-lb class at the NJSIAA
Championships at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City on March 5, 2017. Composto will compete at 106-lbs this season.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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Inside linebacker is where a foot-
ball team generally puts its toughest
defenders, guys who are a combina-
tion of a lineman’s size and a d-back’s
speed. Over the past six decades WHS
has had some outstanding guys there,
whether it was in the 5-2-4 that Les
Zorge, Gary Kehler and Dick Zimmer
used, or the 4-4-3 that’s been preva-
lent the last three decades under Ed
Tranchina, Jim Benedict and Jim
DeSarno.

Since 1960, WHS has had a dozen
all-state linebackers: Peter Braun,
Jerry Hendershott, Doug Murphy,
Frank Jackson, Jim Zitch, John Kerr,
Bob McNally, Jim Hoblitzell, Erwyn
Lyght, Matt Daly, A.J. Murray and
Jack Simcox.

And there have been plenty more
inside guys who “coulda/shoulda”
made all-state: Bill Bryant, Earl Vigne,
Leroy Gallman, Pete Harvey, Bill
Dunham, Skip Bode, John Iglar, Fred
Kessler, Chris Drabin, Jim Mozoki,
Steve Kocaj, Jason Yarusi, Todd
Dowling, Matt Andzel, Marc
Dowling, Will Harbaugh, Scott
Newman, Luke Prybylski, Mike
O’Connor and Steve Barmakian.

Both of this year’s inside backers,
Shea Elliott and Drew Ortiz, had all-
state type seasons. As two-year start-
ers the senior duo combined for al-
most 400 tackles the past two seasons
on teams that went 24-0 and won two
state sectional titles. And they did all
that with the pressure of the team’s
current 37-game win streak and three
sectional titles, having also gone 12-
0 during the 2015 season, when Elliott
had 42 tackles and Ortiz two as sopho-
mores.

Elliott had 104 tackles this fall (227
for his career), while Ortiz had 125
this fall (209 for his career), including
69 first-hits.

And in arguably the two biggest
games of the year, Ridge in the play-
off opener and Bridgewater-Raritan
in the playoff final, they came up
huge. Elliott had 15 tackles against
Ridge, while Ortiz had 19, including
12 solos. Then in this year’s champi-
onship game against Bridgewater-
Raritan – the biggest game of their
lives played on the biggest stage
(MetLife Stadium) – Elliott had 12
stops, while Ortiz had 22. Yes, that’s
twenty-freakin’-two tackles!

While the offense carried the load
during the 2015 team’s title run, and
to a lesser extent in 2016, this year’s
title was much more defense-oriented.
The Blue Devils allowed just a single
touchdown in 11 of their 12 games.
Elliott and Ortiz were great, but three-
year starting defensive end Jake Vall-
Llobera is equally deserving of all-
star recognition. He was the lone re-
turnee this year on a line that had
graduated three-year defensive mon-
sters Owen Kessler, Nick Maher and
Jeff Gagum. All ‘Val’ did, as a marked
man, was make 77 tackles, 19 of those

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Elliott, Ortiz Continued
WHS’s ILB Tradition

Linebacker Drew Ortiz had 22 tackles in the state sectional final win over
Bridgewater-Raritan. Here he shows off his tackling technique against an Eliza-
beth runner in 2016.

for losses, with 11 sacks and what
seemed like a gazillion quarterback
hurries; his career numbers are 172
tackles, 35 for losses, and 19.5 sacks.

Vall-Llobera was recently named
the Courier-News’ Defensive Player
of the Year, an honor also earned
recently by WHS’s Matt Daly (2001),
James O’Rourke (2011), Jack Simcox
(2014) and Kessler (2016). Jack Curry
was the Courier’s Offensive Player of
the Year in 2015.

(Note: while WHS’s defense was
well-represented on the Courier-
News’ All-Area team – the first team
Devils included Vall-Llobera, Ortiz,
Steve Barden and Adam McDaniel;

Elliott, Jake Dayon and Rory
McGovern were on second team; and
Joe SanGiacomo was third team – the
offense got nobody. No Jack
McCauley? What about Fran
Alliegro? Jordan Barham? Declan
McCauley? Halfbacks Tim Alliego
(920 yards) and Juandre House (666)
averaged over 5.0 per carry, while
gaining a combined 1,586 yards. There
are a lot of really good teams in the
Courier’s area, but … )

   ***
The casual conversation took place

in the stands prior to the Phillipsburg
scrimmage back in August. One fan
was telling anyone who would listen –
and some who probably wish they
weren’t – that he felt Westfield was
going to have a decent team again this
year, but they still needed to find a
quarterback.

Aspiring QB Hank Shapiro was 14
years, 11 months old at that moment
in time. He hadn’t exactly shined yet.
And while there were some growing
pains along the way, by season’s end
WHS was 12-0 and Shapiro had put
together one of the best statistical
seasons in school history, let alone by
a sophomore. That includes the last
sophomore to start a game at WHS –
Dave Brown, who went on to record-
breaking career at Duke University
and a 10-year career in the NFL with
the Giants and Cardinals.

Shapiro, who wears the same No. 10

that Brown did at WHS, connected on
107 of 189 passes for 1,423 yards this
fall, with 13 touchdown passes and
just four interceptions. For the record,
Brown’s career totals were: 132 of 269
for 1,808 yards and 16 touchdowns.
Phil Martini, who broke all of the
school passing records during the 2015
and 2016 seasons, was 0-for-0 for 0
yards as a sophomore.

With top receivers Emmitt Smith,
Tommy Norris, Colin Freer and Grif-
fin Rooney all coming back, and with
Tim Alliegro (920 rushing yards, 10
touchdowns) to keep the defenses hon-
est, Shapiro figures to only get better.
And he was plenty good this year.

STREAKING
While we remain in the dark as to

how the town of Westfield came up
with Blue Devils as the nickname for
its high school, a better choice, as
things have played out, might have
been the Blue Streaks.

Of course back in the early 1940s,
when the school’s nickname evolved
from the Blue and White or the Elm
Streeters to the Blue Devils, who at that
time could have known the athletic
dynasty that was being built? (It’s also
impossible to imagine something with
‘Devil’ sneaking past the town’s very
conservative pooh-bahs of that era.)

If win streaks were easy, there would
be plenty of them at lots of schools.

But they’ve been a constant at WHS
since 1957, when the boys swim team
really got the ball rolling, starting a
42-year streak of Union County cham-
pionships that ran until 1998. During
that time the swimmers also had 59-
and 45-meet winning streaks. And
after losing their 1957 opener to Co-
lumbia, the mermen didn’t lose to
another public school for 17+ years,
when they lost 86-84 to Cherry Hill
East in 1974.

Through this fall, the five longest
streaks in WHS history are:

5) 61 straight wins by boys tennis,
2007-08;

4) 64 straight wins (also 68-0-1 un-
beaten) by girls swimming, 2010-14;

3) 74 straight wins by girls swim-
ming, 1984-90;

2) 92 straight wins by girls cross-
country, 1994-2003;

1) 97 straight wins by boys cross-
country, a streak that started in 2004
and will still be active when the 2018
season starts next fall.

The football team will enter the
2018 season riding a 37-game win-
ning streak, which broke the old school
mark of 36 set from 1969-73.

The girls soccer team is currently
working on a 41-game unbeaten
streak, having gone 34-0-7 the past
two seasons.

ON THIS DATE
1962: Bob King scored 38 points in

a 92-74 basketball victory over
Plainfield. That tied Dick Myers’ year-
old school record, set against Roselle
Park. Before the school year was out,
King scored 42 against Roselle and
43 vs. Rahway, the top two single-
game totals in school history.

(ALMOST) ON THIS DATE
Dec. 12, 1992: With Phil Simms,

Jeff Hostetler and Kent Graham all
injured, rookie Dave Brown made his
first start at quarterback for the New
York Giants. The 1988 WHS gradu-
ate was injured during the 19-0 loss to
Phoenix and out the rest of the season.

Dec. 15, 1972: Scott Novacek’s
50-foot desperation heave went in the
basket and lifted WHS to a 52-50
victory at Scotch Plains. Bobby Jester
topped the Blue Devils with 14 points.

The Devil’s Den appears on occa-
sion in The Westfield Leader.

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES
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Blue Devil Cager Boys Have
New Faces, Same Challenges

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
basketball team heads into the 2017-
18 hoops season looking to improve
on last year’s 8-15 record. The Blue
Devils will embark on this task with
many new faces but with the same old
challenges shared by other programs
hopeful of advancing in the highly
competitive Union County basketball
landscape.

“The biggest challenge is that we
need to play our best every night,”
said Blue Devil seventh year Head
Coach Daryl Palmieri. “The brutal
schedule that we play does not allow
for letdowns. We’ll need to lean on
our seniors to guide us through. We
know that we must work a little bit
harder and play a little bit harder
every game to counteract some of the
extremely talented teams that we en-
counter each week. We are used to
this kind of competition, so I expect
us to meet the challenges ahead.”

Graduated from last year’s team
are players like Matt LaCorte
(Susquehanna University), Phil Mar-
tini, Jeff Gagum, Tristan Quallis and
Phil Zanfagna. The seniors, who will
be called upon to replace them, in-

clude Adam McDaniel and Mark
Natiello. McDaniel averaged 10.8
points per game (ppg) as a junior and
tallied 21 points in a game against
Roselle Catholic. Natiello averaged
2.6 ppg as a junior.

Other seniors that figure into the
mix are 6’ 4” Chris Wagner (2.4 ppg)
, Dylan Jackson (1.3 rebounds per
game) and Luke Spellman. The Blue
Devils should get talent injection at
the point guard position this season
but they will have to wait a while
before they receive that boost. Junior
Matt Crowley transfers from St. Joe’s
(Metuchen) and Palmieri expects
good things from him.

“Crowley will have to sit out but he
will be a big factor when eligible to
play.”

Junior Sebastian Ferraro saw ac-
tion in eight games last season and
averaged 2.6 ppg. Other juniors,
Michael Kane, Adam Perry and
Tommy McGuire will compete for
time as well. Nicky Murray, Noah
Levy and Matt Leone are also mem-
bers of a very deep junior class.

Sophomore Griffin Rooney, who
scored two touchdowns on 13 recep-
tions for the Blue Devils’ state cham-
pion varsity football team, will also

be on hand.
“Griffin Rooney is talented but

young,” said Palmieri. “He is coming
off of a concussion but hopes to be
ready for the first game.”

Westfield traditionally puts out good,
competitive teams but in the very pow-
erful Union County basketball universe,
the challenge is to get to a level where
they can not only compete with but also
defeat teams like Linden, Roselle Catho-
lic and The Patrick School among oth-
ers when the tournament rolls around
and St. Mary’s of Elizabeth within the
Mountain division. That will be a tall
order as Westfield will oncc again have
to depend on speed, team defense and
solid shooting to counter the size and
talent that the top level teams in Union
County possess.

“Our goal every year is to win the
conference first and foremost,” said
Palmieri. “If we put ourselves in po-
sition to win the conference, that will
set us up nicely for a post season run
and achieving a good seed in both the
county and state tournaments. We also
want to be one of the best public
school teams in Union County every
year. The county is dominated by
some very talented private schools
but we want to be mentioned every
year as one of the highest-ranked pub-
lic school teams in the county.”

The Blue Devils tip off the season
against Linden this Friday, December
15 at 5 p.m. at Union High School.

WHS Boys Hockey Team
Begins Season with 4 Wins

Courtesy of James Finver

GETTING FIRED UP...The Westfield High School ice hockey team gets ready for
action.

In a start that can only be described
as the best-case scenario, the Westfield
High School varsity boys ice hockey
team has come flying out of the gate to
begin their season. An intensive off-
season regimen led by Head Coach
Joe Bertucci and Assist Coach George
Giresi has paid early dividends for the
hard-skating squad.

The Blue Devils are currently un-
defeated in four games with two wins
coming via shutout. The season opener
was a 3-0 victory over league rival
Governor Livingston within the
friendly confines of the newly reno-
vated Warinanco Ice Skating Center
in Roselle. In the feel-good story of
the young campaign junior Anthony
Oliveri netted the team’s first goal of
the season. Oliveri missed the major-
ity of his sophomore year due to in-
jury.

The second tilt of the season was a
road victory at Clary Anderson Arena
in Montclair over another league op-
ponent, Montclair Kimberly Acad-
emy (MKA). The Blue Devils over-
came an early 2-0 deficit, and a rowdy
MKA student section, to win 5-4. The
third game of the season was their
most complete effort with the WHS
team dominating their adjacent town
rival Cranford, 5-0. The most recent
win came, once again at Warinanco,
at the expense of Jackson Memorial
High School, a 6-3 final.

Despite the high expectations for
this senior-laden squad, coach

Bertucci’s only commitment was a
Bill Belichik-like response of, “We
will take it one shift, one period and
one game at a time”.

Giresi added, “Like I tell this group
all the time, here we go boys!”

Senior Matt Rittendale will serve
as the team captain and the alternate
captains are senior Kenneth Meyer
and junior Christopher (CJ) Duffy.
Big contributions are expected from
other seniors on the squad including:
Andrew Milstein, Sean Biglin, Matt
Cetlin, Matt Bromberg, Leo Warsh,
Tanner Devin, Brett Denner and Bryce
Dannevig. Unfortunately, the Blue
Devils will be without slick skating
senior Sean Taylor due to season-
ending surgery.

Grizzled veterans Alex Park, Petey
Buontempo, Timmy Rosa, Zack
Peterson, and John Humiston join
Duffy and Oliveri as the other juniors
on the club. The team’s youth move-
ment includes returning letterman
Trevor Tanella and fellow sopho-
mores Will Gamba, Nick Forno and
Dylan Howard.

Follow the WHS boys varsity ice
hockey team on Twitter
(@westfieldpuck) for an informative
and entertaining take on the season’s
activities. Fans can also visit the team
website (westfieldicehockey.net) to
see the schedule of upcoming games.
Come on out and support the WHS
boys varsity ice hockey team, it’s the
coolest game around!

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-016212-17
FILE NO. 23922-17

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
THE WHITE PALACE, INC.;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which MTAG CUST FOR EMPIRE VII NJ
PO is the plaintiff and THE WHITE PAL-
ACE, INC., ET ALS; are defendants, pend-
ing in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, UNION County and
bearing Docket No. F-016212-17 within
thirty-five (35) days after December 14,
2017 exclusive of such date. If you fail to
answer or appear in accordance with Rule
4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be ren-
dered against you for relief demanded in
the Complaint.  You shall file your Answer
and Proof of Service in duplicate with the
Clerk of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 14-00184,
sold on 6/8/2015, dated 6/18/2015, and
was recorded on 8/20/2015 in Book 13972
at Page 423, made by PAUL M. LESNIAK,
Collector of Taxes of ELIZABETH, and
State of New Jersey to MTAG CUST FOR
EMPIRE VII NJ PO and subsequently as-
signed to plaintiff, MTAG CUST FOR EM-
PIRE VII NJ PO.  This covers real estate
located in ELIZABETH, County of UNION,
and State of New Jersey, known as LOT
421 BLOCK 5 as shown on the Tax As-
sessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
ELIZABETH and concerns premises com-
monly known as 17 ERIE STREET, ELIZA-
BETH, New Jersey.

YOU, THE WHITE PALACE, INC., are
made party defendant to the above fore-
closure action because you are the owner
of a property which is the subject of the
above entitled action.
DATED:  December 8, 2017

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $62.73

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 6th day of
December, 2017, the Planning Board of
the Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following actions:

1. Scheduled Wednesday January 10,
2018 as the Board’s Reorganization meet-
ing.

Ann Steinbach
Board Secretary

1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $12.75

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 4th day of
December, 2017, the Zoning Board of the
Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following actions:

1. Application #ZBA-17-023: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization granting
approval to Conrad and Tricia Brink, Appli-
cants, to permit construction a two-story
rear addition with the following variance: to
exceed maximum allowable lot coverage;
and the following pre-existing conditions:
exceeds the maximum allowable lot cov-
erage on Block: 176, Lot: 12 as designated
on the Township Tax Map, also known as
14 West Holly Street in the R-3 Zone.

2. Application #ZBA-17-019: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization granting
approval to 10-12 Commerce, LLC, Appli-
cant, to permit a change in use to permit
use and occupancy of a day school on the
first and second floor for a private thera-
peutic school in a zone where not permit-
ted on Block: 636, Lot: 3 as designated on
the Township Tax Map, also known as 10-
12 Commerce Drive in the C-1 Zone. No
changes to the property are anticipated
other than interior.

3. Application #ZBA-17-022: Granted
approval to Marc and Melissa Ricci, Appli-
cants, 30 Columbia Avenue, Block: 236
Lot: 12 Zone: R-4, to permit construction to
increase the size of an existing dormer and
to mirror said dormer on opposite side with
the following variances: to exceed maxi-
mum allowable Floor Area (§136-31E.(1)
& (2); and  the following pre-existing con-
ditions: less than the minimum required
front yard setback (§136-30 Attachment 1,
Schedule 1); less than the minimum re-
quired lot area  (§136-30 Attachment 1,
Schedule 1); less than the minimum re-
quired lot width (§136-30 Attachment 1,
Schedule 1); and exceeds the maximum
allowable impervious surface (§136-30
Attachment 1, Schedule 1).

4. Application #ZBA-17-027: Granted
approval to DePala Realty Co., Inc., Appli-
cant, 206 North Avenue West  Block: 176,
Lot: 21 Zone: ORC to permit a waiver from
site plan approval to convert first floor
space from business use to residential use
which is not permitted in the ORC zone (D-
1 variance) with the following pre-existing
conditions: less than the minimum required
lot area; less than the minimum required
lot width; less than the minimum required
front yard setback; less than the minimum
required side setback (§136-30, Attach-
ment 1, Schedule 1).

Jeffrey Pistol
Board Secretary

1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $55.08

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2211-1250

BOND ORDINANCE
STATEMENT AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield, in the County of Union,
State of New Jersey, on December 11,
2017, and the 20-day period of limitation
within which a suit, action or proceeding
questioning the validity of such ordinance
can be commenced, as provided in the
Local Bond Law, has begun to run from the
date of the first publication of this state-
ment.  Copies of the full ordinance are
available, at no cost and during regular
business hours, at the Clerk’s office for
members of the general public who re-
quest the same.  The summary of the
terms of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE RE-
PLACEMENT OF THE PLAY-
GROUND AT MINDOWASKIN
PARK IN, BY AND FOR THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, IN
THE COUNTY OF UNION,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO
APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF
$1,250,000 TO PAY THE COST
THEREOF, TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT, TO AU-
THORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH
APPROPRIATION AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE ISSU-
ANCE OF BOND ANTICIPA-
TION NOTES IN ANTICIPA-
TION OF THE ISSUANCE OF
SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s):  Replacement of the play-
ground at Mindowaskin Park with a handi-
capped-accessible playground with a
safety surface and various amenities in, by
and for the Town.

Appropriation:  $1,250,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $1,190,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: $-0-
Section 20 Costs:  $15,000
Useful Life: 15 years

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

Town of Westfield
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $51.00

David B. Corbin (February 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIBBLING AROUND AN INDIAN...Blue Devil Adam McDaniel, No. 10, tries to dribble around a Rahway Indian
defender in the UCT second round game at Westfield (February 2017). McDaniel is one of the returning starters this season.
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BUDNIK, BENCIVENGA, HALPIN, SMITH LOOK STRONG

Cougars Present New Faces,
Not Strangers to Wrestling Mat

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

New faces may be stepping on the
mat at the varsity level for this year’s
Cranford Cougars but these faces are
no strangers to the wrestling mat ex-
periences. Competing at the JV level
behind a very talented senior class
that qualified five for the NJSIAA
Tournament in Atlantic City a number
of Cougars have been waiting in the
wings and now it will be their turn.

“I think a lot of people think we will
probably fall off but the kids who are
stepping into the new open spots have
been training with those guys for years.
No one is new to the way we train.
Even the freshmen coming up came
through our program in PAL, so I
think these kids are hungry to show
that it is their time,” Cougar Head
Coach Pat Gorman said.

Five of those graduating seniors
also completed their wrestling careers
with 100 or more victories in what
could be said was a banner season
that earned them a North 2, Group 3

championship and a 21-1 record, ty-
ing a CHS record for most wins, so
the new faces on the mat have some-
thing to shoot for.

“We had a great year out of camp.
These kids really stepped up and they
started wrestling bigger. No one is in
the spotlight right now. There’s no
superstars. It’s just a team full of kids
who are hungry for the same thing.
They want to get out there and keep
this Cranford tradition alive,” Coach
Gorman said.

The most seasoned veteran is four-
year varsity man, Dylan Budink, who
placed fifth at the Bethlehem Catho-
lic Classic, third in the Union County
Tournament (UCT), second in the
district and finished 23-13 at 195-lbs.
He will compete at the same weight.

“He had a good year last year. I
think he can take it further. He’s had
that body size so long, he’s got to be
used to it by now. He wants to do
football in college. His heart is in
football but he comes in here every
day and works hard with the coaches.

I’m looking at him being one of our
leaders on the mat, off the mat. He’s
been there four years. He’s been on
the team when we were battling for a
section title. He’s been down that
road,” Coach Gorman pointed out.

Junior AJ Bencivenga, who placed
third in the UCT at 145-lbs last year,
was used at various spots for the sake
of the team. Now he has grown into a
weight class he can call his own and it
will be at 145-lbs.

“AJ has never wrestled at a weight
where he should have been because
of the kids that were around him. He’s
that guy who is a team player who
went out and wrestled two weight
classes above every year and battled
for us. Now this year he’s at a weight
where he feels comfortable. I expect
him to be battling for a spot on the
podium at AC,” Coach Gorman said.

Another individual, junior Matt
Doran, was also a team player last
year. He is expected to compete at
160-lbs.

David B. Corbin (February 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNCANNY ABILITY TO DRAW FOULS...Blue Devil Grace Elliott, No. 15, had an uncanny ability to draw fouls and make
the free throws. Elliott also was very effective with her defensive stingyness.

Blue Devils Looking to Take Step Up in Hoops
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

during the season then we were able
to take them out in the semifinals of
the county tournament mainly thanks
to Grace Elliott’s amazing defense
against all-county player Katie
Kinum,” Coach McKeon pointed out.

The Blue Devils then faced their
nemesis, The Patrick School, for the
UCT title and lost, 51-41.

“We are looking to capitalize off
last year. We only had six losses,
which isn’t the most important thing.
We only lost to three teams, so we
really are gunning for The Patrick
School. That has been our Achilles
Heel unfortunately the past couple of
years. The’ve knocked us out of the
counties every year. They are a brand
new team this year that we have to
adjust to. I have no idea what to
expect. All their girls last year were
seniors. We have no other expecta-
tions other than to go back to the
county championship but it’s going to
be tough. We play in the toughest
conference in Union County,” Coach
McKeon noted.

Elliott, a senior, aside from being
very solid on defense, demonstrated
her driving to the basket skills and
drawing fouls. Last year, Elliott sank
63 of her 163 points from the free
throw line. She also had 63 steals, 42
assists and 62 rebounds.

“Grace is known as being a soccer

player and it was a pleasure to watch
her play. She is a competitor. She is
one of the best all-around athletes
I’ve ever seen. She works hard every
day. She’s a great leader. She leads by
example,” Coach McKeon stated.

The magician, senior Molly Ryan,
set a team record with 112 acts of
thievery, breaking Lil Scott’s mark of
102 set in 2014. Offensively, she is a
very dangerous outside threat, hav-
ing led the team with 39 3-pointers.

“She’s committed to Tufts Univer-
sity, so she will be playing along side
her cousin Jackie [Knapp]. She’s an
offensive threat and she’s a defensive
threat. She’s a menace on defense and
she’s a threat from NBA range when
it comes to the three-point line. And
she’s got basketball IQ,” Coach
McKeon said.

Senior Lauren Sgro will fill in the
center spot vacated by Shannon
Devitt, who had been very effective
under the boards offensively and de-
fensively. Junior Sam Stravach, along
with Sgro should be quite effective
under the boards.

“Losing Shannon is a big loss but I
really believe that Lauren and
Stravach, who have the experience,
are going to do a fine job filling in.
They have some big shoes to fill but
they will rise to the occasion,” Coach
McKeon said.

Junior guard Lily Maz stepped up
well down the stretch last year and
figures to be a leader.

“She did a great job of stepping into
the starting role last year when we
needed her to. She has a great court
awareness and overall sense of the
game. She’s going to be a great leader
on the floor,” Coach McKeon said.

This season the Blue Devils will
enjoy the luxury of team depth and a
wealth of multi-sport athletes.

“We have more depth than we had
last year. We have a bigger team. We
got some sophomores and a freshman
coming off the bench and some jun-
iors. We’ve got Faith Dobosiewicz,
Caroline Dwyer and a freshman
Emma Pietrewicz is a three-sport ath-
lete. We have options,” Coach
McKeon expressed.

The Blue Devils host Roselle
Catholic in their season opener this
Saturday, December 16, at 1 p.m.

“We open up with Roselle Catho-
lic. They are always a tough team.
They are well coached. All the teams
in our conference are very well
coached. Cranford is going to be a
better team than they were last year.
They won the counties for JVs. Union
is always tough. New Providence is
always tough. These are all the teams
that we have to play twice a year,”
Coach McKeon said.

David B. Corbin (February 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FOUR-YEAR VARSITY WRESTLER...Cougar senior Dylan Budnik, right, a four-year varsity wrestler, will compete at
the 195-lb class this season. Budnik took fifth at the Bethlehem Catholic Classic, second in the district and finished 23-13.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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Raiders Return Experienced
Veteran Core in Girls Hoops

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team fails to
improve their fortunes this season, it
will not be for lack of experience.
Third year Raider Head Coach Ryan
McKenna will go to war with a core
group of players that have logged
plenty of time on the court. Now the
only question is whether that experi-
ence can translate into team chemis-

try and more wins.
“We will have five seniors and one

junior returning,” said McKenna.
“Everyone that returns started at one
time or another last season. Nya
Downing and Brianna O’Brien are
back for their senior seasons as four-
year varsity players. Kaysia Minor,
Isabella Corsaro and Abbe-Gayle
Burton are back for their senior sea-
sons, as well, and Stefanie DeVizio is
back for her junior season.”

Last year the Raiders finished 4-17
overall. Summer Shepherd has gradu-
ated but for the most part, the players
who struggled to win together last
season return a year older and a year
wiser.

Downing figures to be the key player
once again this season. At different
points during her three seasons as a
varsity player, Downing has shown
an ability to dominate as an inside
scorer and rebounder. But her junior
season was cut short due to injury as
she played in just eight games and
averaged 8.9 points per game.

O’Brien returns for her fourth sea-
son of varsity play after averaging a
career-best 10.2 points per game last
year. O’Brien can play either guard
spot and is a good long-range shooter.

She scored 17 points in a Union
County First Round win over David
Brearley last season.

Kaysia Minor (2.7 ppg last year),
Isabella Corsaro (21 steals) and Abbe
Gayle-Burton (6.1 ppg) all figure to
see increased minutes this season.
Stefanie DeVizio played in 13 games
as a sophomore and averaged 6.7
points per game.

Corrine Lyght is a freshman who
starred for the varsity girls’ soccer
team this season. She figures promi-
nently into the Raider floor rotation
this year.

“I’m excited to see Stefanie in her
third year on varsity and Corrine Lyght
will be playing quite extensively. I’m
excited to see how well she adjusts to
playing varsity competition. Brenna
McNamara and Amy Magrino are
juniors who will compete for roles in
the rotation this year as well,”
McKenna said.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood figures to
be in the mix against UCC Mountain
Division contenders like Governor
Livingston, Rahway, Summit and
Johnson. Advancing in the Union
County Tournament will depend on
how quickly this veteran group comes
together.

“Our strength is our team chemis-
try and our depth,” said McKenna. “I
think we can play with a lot of high
energy, substitute a lot during the
game and not miss much of a beat.
We need our seniors to make up the
bulk of our scoring and lead the team
through a challenging Union County
schedule.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood kicks off
the season at Governor Livingston
this Friday, December 15, at 7 p.m.

David B. Corbin (February 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING FOUR-YEAR VARSITY...Raider senior point guard Brianna O’Brien, No. 2, returns for her fourth year at
varsity. O’Brien came through by averaging 10.2 points per game, including 17 against David Brearley in the Union County
Tournament first round playoff game last year.

Cougars Cager Boys Will Play
With an Entirely New Lineup

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If people do not recognize the play-
ers comprising the 2017-2018
Cranford High School boys basket-
ball starting lineup, they will not be
alone. That is because the Cougars
will take to the floor looking to re-
place all five graduated starters from
last season’s 10-15 squad. Standout
talents like Ryan Bakie, Brian
Oblachinski and Chris Librera are
among eight players, who have gone
on to college. Their departures repre-
sent not only a loss of talent but also
a world of experience leaves with
them.

Twelve-year veteran head coach
Ryan Huber knows he will face chal-
lenges with an almost entirely new
rotation of players heading into the
season in the very tough Union County
basketball scene. Huber is realistic
but also optimistic about this group of
inexperienced though not necessarily
young Cougars.

“I’d say we are inexperienced, not
young. We have a lot of seniors on this

team, they just haven’t gotten a lot of
playing time. A lot of these kids have
played other varsity sports here at the
school. That has always been a trade-
mark of our teams. The three-sport
athlete is a dying breed nowadays but
here at Cranford there are still a lot of
examples of kids, who move from
one sport right into the next. So re-
gardless of the level of basketball
experience we know we are getting
good athletes.”

Frequently, this has presented chal-
lenges as well. In recent years, Huber
has begun every season with a slew of
players nursing injuries from the pre-
vious football or soccer seasons often
making them unavailable to start the
basketball campaign on time. This

year is no different. The Cougars will
be without several players who are
expected to play key roles in the rota-
tion at the start of the season, while
they recover from injuries suffered in
Fall sports.

Elijah Arroyo heads up that list.
Arroyo suffered a scary looking ankle
injury in the football team’s playoff
loss at Parsippany Hills. He will not
be ready to start the season this week
but he could return before too long.

“Elijah is still recovering from the
injury,” said Huber. “It looked worse
at the time than it turned out to be but
he is still a ways off from being able to
play. We are hoping he can come back
sometime in January.”

Also missing is junior Kevin
Donovan, who is nursing a shoulder
injury incurred during the soccer sea-
son. Brandon Hanlon is out with an
ankle injury suffered during AAU
basketball and Hunter Goff also hurt
his ankle on the first day of basketball
practice.

It may sound daunting but dealing
with early season injuries is nothing

new for Huber. Perhaps no area team
is better equipped than the Cougars
for navigating such obstacles.

“We’ve been hit hard by the injury
bug, again but we teach our players to
compete regardless of the situation.
That is the mentality. The early sea-
son experience that some players will
get in the rotation can help you later in
the season.”

Senior guard Colin Budries is one
returnee that Huber will be relying on
to lead this inexperienced and banged
up Cougar squad through the early
part of the season. Budries averaged
4.4 points per game, while playing in
18 games last season. Fellow senior
Matt Fonseca also returns and offers
some experience. Fonseca played in
15 games as a junior and averaged 3.9
ppg. Fonseca can drain the three-
point shot as evidenced by his 17
triples last season. Forward Jack
Carroll also returns though his par-

ticipation was limited last season.
Anthony Araujo, Anders Myhre,

Cole Blazek, DeAndre Fieldhouse and
Jeremy Hunt will all be in the picture
fighting for playing time in the
backcourt. The frontcourt will fea-
ture players like Carroll and Brian
Waldner. Ian Scott, Jeremy Ruka, Matt
Medeiros, Kevin Easse and Nick
Moore are looking to sort out their
roles in the rotation.

No matter how Huber sorts out the
starting five unit and the overall rota-
tion, one thing is certain. The Cou-
gars once again will be at a height and
size disadvantage when they go up
against some of the more powerful
teams in Union County.

“This may be the smallest team
we’ve ever had since I’ve been here,”
says Huber. “We’ve got a few kids
who may be in the 6’2” to 6’3” range
like Ian Scott, and Matt Medeiros but
we don’t have any real big, low post
type players this season. All of our
kids can run and a lot of them can
shoot the ball well. We will be a streak
shooting team that hustles up and

down the court.”
In other words, expect more run-

and-gun, high-scoring offense from
the Cougars this year.

“We don’t back down from any-
body,” said Huber. “We don’t go out
looking to travel across the state just
to find teams that we can beat. We
play the teams that are good here in
the county and we look to play good
teams from outside our area too. You
have to be realistic but you also want
your competitive nature to take over
as well when you play these teams.
You have to approach it that way.
Anything can happen.”

David B. Corbin (January 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING TO OFFER SOME EXPERIENCE...Senior Matt Fonseca, No. 3, returns to offer some experience to the
Cougar squad that will feature an entirely new varsity starting lineup this season.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004692

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-010358-17

Plaintiff: CITIBANK N.A.
VS.
Defendant: JOHN A. WALKER AKA JOHN

ALFRED WALKER, HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES,
AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND
HIS/HER, THEIR, OR ANY OF THEIR SUC-
CESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTREST,
DEBRA A. WALKER, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS
CO- EXECUTRIX OF THE ESTATE OF JOHN A.
WALKER AKA JOHN ALFRED WALKER,
PATRICIA LYNNSTAIB AKA PATRICIA L.STAIB,
INDIVIDUALLY AND AS CO- EXECUTRIX OF
THE, ESTATE OF JOHN A. WALKER AKA JOHN
ALFRED WALKER, STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ST. CLARES
HOSPITAL, NEW CENTURY FINANCIAL SER-
VICES INC.

Sale Date: 01//10/2018
Writ of Execution: 10/04/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Thousand One Hundred Three and 42/100***
$500,103.42.

MUNICIPALITY: Scotch Plains Township.
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
STREET & STREET NO: 1 Overlook Way.
TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 14301, LOT:

5.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 2194 Square Feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Raritan Road.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): All unpaid

municipal taxes, assessments and liens; Any set
of facts which an accurate survey would dis-
close; Any restrictions or covenants on record
which run with the land; Rights of the United
States of America, if any; Any Condominium lien
priority, if any; Any outstanding PUD or
Homeowner’s Associations dues or fees, if any;
Any occupants or persons in possession of the
property, if any; Additional municipal charges,
liens, taxes or tax sale certificates and insur-
ance, if any.

Scotch Plains Township - Taxes- Qtr #3 & #4-
2017 holds a claim for taxes due and/or other
municipal utilities such as water and/or sewer in
the amount of $9,667.24 plus penalty as of 09/
20/2017.

Scotch Plains Township - Sewer Acct holds a
claim for taxes due and/or other municipal utili-
ties such as water and/or sewer in the amount of
$175.00 plus penalty as of 09/20/2017.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Twelve Thou-
sand Twenty-One and 35/100*** $512,021.35
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN LLC
728 MARINE HWY
SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 12/14, 12/21, 12/28/17
& 01/04/18 Fee: $228.48

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004693

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004886-17

Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON
F/K/A THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE CERTIFICATE
HOLDERS ALTERNATIVE LOAN TRUST 2007-
9T1, MORTGAGE PASS- THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2007-9T1

VS.
Defendant: WILLIAM R. BLESSING A/K/A

WILLIAM R. BLESSING III, JESSICA L. BLESS-
ING AND OVERLOOK HOSPITAL

Sale Date: 01//10/2018
Writ of Execution: 10/04/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Ten Thousand Eight Hundred Eighty-Nine and
10/100*** $710,889.10.

All that certain land and premises situate, lying
and being in the Town of Westfield, County of
Union, and State of New Jersey:

Street: 821 North Avenue West, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090.

Nearest Cross Street: Osborne Avenue.
Tax Lot and Block No: Lot: 20, Block: 2604.
Dimensions (approximately): 50 x 193.
Prior Mortgage/Liens Not Extinguished By The

Sale Are: 1. Delinquent taxes and/or tax liens.
As the above description does not constitute a

full legal description, said full legal description is
annexed to that certain deed recorded in the
Office of the Clerk of Union County in Deed Book
5356, Page 960, et seq., New Jersey, and the
Writ of Execution on file with the Sheriff of Union
County.

*The sale is subject to unpaid taxes and as-
sessments, tax, water, and sewer liens, and
other municipal assessments, if any the amount
due can be obtained from the local taxing author-
ity pursuant to NJSA 46:8b-21 this sale maybe
also subject to limited lien priority of any condo-
minium/homeowner association liens which may
exist any set of fact which an accurate survey
would disclose; any restrictions or covenants on
record which run with the land; rights of the
United States of America, if any, any occupants
or persons in possession of the property, if any
additional municipal charges, liens, taxes or tax
sale certificates and insurance, if any.

**A deposit of 20% of the bid price in certified
funds is required at the time of sale. The Sheriff
has the right to adjourn this sale without further
notice by publication.

Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Twenty-Six
Thousand Seven Hundred Ninety-Two and 21/
100*** $726,792.21 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MATTLEMAN, WEINROTH & MILLER, P.C.
401 ROUTE 70 EAST
SUITE 100
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(856) 429-5507
4 T - 12/14, 12/21, 12/28/17
& 01/04/18 Fee: $232.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004695

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-002428-15

Plaintiff: BANK OF AMERICA N.A.
VS.
Defendant: ANDREW K. DOE; ISMC K. DOE,

SR.; MRS. ANDREW K. DOE, HIS WIFE; MRS.
ISAAC K. DOE SR., HIS WIFE

Sale Date: 01//10/2018
Writ of Execution: 05/11/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Thirty Thousand Four Hundred Thirty-Four and
40/100*** $330,434.40.

MUNICIPALITY: Township of Scotch Plains.
COUNTY AND STATE: County of Union, State

of New Jersey.
STREET AND STREET NUMBER: 1768 Front

Street.
TAX LOT AND BLOCK NUMBERS: Lot: 15;

Block: 1102.
DIMENSIONS: 50 x 123.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Sycamore Av-

enue.
For a house or other property (not condo-

minium)
Being known and designated as Lots 1 and 2

in Block 2 on a map entitled map of Grand View
Scotch Plains Township New Jersey which Map
was filed in the Union County Clerks office on
April 1, 1918 as Map no. 183A.

Pursuant to a tax search of 07/06/2017; Sewer
acct #: 07/01/2017 - 12/31/2017 $129.06 open;
sewer charges are based on prior water con-
sumption; Liens 2015 3rd party lien sewer; amt:
$567.29 + subsequent taxes + interest; cert. #:
1621; sold on: 10/25/2016; sold to: Violet Potter;
must call prior to settlement for redemption fig-
ures.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Forty-Eight
Thousand Nine Hundred Seventy-Nine and 76/
100*** $348,979.76 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRENKEL LAMBERT WEISS WEISMAN &
GORDON, LLP
80 MAIN STREET
SUITE 460
WEST ORANGE NEW JERSEY 07052
(973) 325-8800
4 T - 12/14, 12/21, 12/28/17
& 01/04/18 Fee: $197.88

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004751

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-026963-12

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK TRUST, N.A., AS
TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPA-
TION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: DENNIS ZYDALIS; MRS. DEN-

NIS ZYDALIS, HIS WIFE; VIRGINIA STONELEY-
ZYDAUS; DOROTHY L. WRIGHT; CAPITAL
ONE BANK USA NA; ADVANTAGE ASSETS II
INC

Sale Date: 01//10/2018
Writ of Execution: 10/20/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Forty-Seven Thousand Ninety-Five and 99/100***
$847,095.99.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 2343 BELVE-
DERE DRIVE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JER-
SEY 07076-1926.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 31, BLOCK 3603 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions: 60.00 Feet X 155.00 Feet X 60.00
Feet X 155.00 Feet.

Nearest Cross Street: HENRY STREET.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Sixty-Eight
Thousand Seven Hundred Ten and 92/100***
$868,710.92 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 12/14, 12/21, 12/28/17
& 01/04/18 Fee: $208.08

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004774

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-027652-16

Plaintiff: CIT BANK, N.A
VS.
Defendant: GAYLE A MACDOWELL; UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 01//10/2018
Writ of Execution: 08/23/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty-Nine Thousand Five Hundred Thirty-
Seven and 07/100*** $389,537.07.

MUNICIPALITY: Township of Scotch Plains.
COUNTY AND STATE: County of Union, State

of New Jersey.
STREET AND STREET NUMBER: 1808

Chapel Road.
TAX LOT AND BLOCK NUMBERS: Lot: 5;

Block: 12501.
DIMENSIONS: 000.313 AC.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Raritan Road.
For a house or other properly (not condo-

minium)
Beginning at a point in the southwesterly side

lie of Chapel Road, said point being distant
southeasterly ninety-nine feet and three hun-
dredths of a foot (99.03) measure along said side
line from the point where the same is intersected
by the southeasterly side line of Raritan Road, if
said side lines are produced to an intersection,
as said streets are laid out and delineated on a
certain map entitled, “Revised and Amended
Map of Fairfield”, which map was filed in the
Union County Register’s Office on October 22nd,
1951 as Map No. 355-F, said beginning point
being also in the division line between lots num-
ber 5 and 6, in Blok 312-A on said map.

Pursuant to a tax search of 10/12/2017; 2016
Taxes $11,142.26 billed; $8,124.01 open plus
penalty; Homestead benefit credit reduced taxes
by: $945.68; 2017 QTR1 $3,021.99 open plus
penalty, due date 02/01/2017; 2017 QTR2
$2,076.30 billed; $2,076.30 open plus penalty;
Homestead benefit credit reduced taxes by:
$945.68, due date 05/01/2017; 2017 QTR3
$3,140.64 open plus penalty, due date 08/01/
2017; 2017 QTR4 $3,140.64 open, due date 11/
01/2017; 2018 QTR1 $3,081.32 open, due date
02/01/2018; 2018 QTR2 $3,081.31 open, due
date 05/01/2018; Sewer acct: Sewer charges
are based on prior water consumption.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred One Thousand
Four Hundred Eighty and 45/100*** $401,480.45
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRENKEL LAMBERT WEISS WEISMAN &
GORDON, LLP
80 MAIN STREET
SUITE 460
WEST ORANGE NEW JERSEY 07052
(973) 325-8800
4 T - 12/14, 12/21, 12/28/17
& 01/04/18 Fee: $226.44

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004605

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-001077-15

Plaintiff: WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND
SOCIETY, FSB, D/B/A CHRISTIANA TRUST,
NOT INDIVIDUALLY BUT AS TRUSTEE FOR
PRETIUM MORTGAGE ACQUISITION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: JAMES M. HUGHES AND

ROSEMARIE V. HUGHES, HUSBAND AND
WIFE; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; STATE
OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 01/03/2018
Writ of Execution: 09/22/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Seventy-Nine Thousand Seven Hundred Six and
47/100*** $579,706.47.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 240 MASSACHUSETTS
STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax LOT I BLOCK 5713
Dimensions of Lot: 98 feet wide by 109 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: GRANDVIEW AVENUE.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Ninety-Four
Thousand Six Hundred Seventy-Four and 55/
100*** $594,674.55 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 12/07, 12/14, 12/21
& 12/28/17 Fee: $189.72

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004663

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-038203-15

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION

VS.
Defendant: JOSEPH F. STIVALA, CHRIS ANN

STIVALA
Sale Date: 01/03/2018
Writ of Execution: 05/05/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Sixty-Three Thousand Eight Hundred Six and
81/100*** $363,806.81.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 122 MYRTLE AVENUE,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax LOT 5 BLOCK 4008.
Dimensions of Lot: 31 feet wide by 175 AV feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: CENTRAL AVENUE.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Eighty-Six
Thousand Seven Hundred Forty-One and 34/
100*** $386,741.34 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 12/07, 12/14, 12/21
& 12/28/17 Fee: $179.52

CORRECTION:
On page 12 of last week’s news-

paper, the caption under the photo
of the Westfield High School girls
cross-country team competing in
the Nike Regionals at Wappingers
Falls, NY mistakenly had the name
of Caroline Stocking in place of
Caroline Collins.
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DRIVEWAYS
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CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS
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Blue Devil Matmen Doing Right Thing on Mat
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

third in the district at 113-lbs and fifth
in the region to finish 31-8. He is
expected to compete at 113-lbs, along
with freshman Jake Bencivenga.

“Luke had an outstanding fresh-
man year. He probably doesn’t con-
sider it that way because he was not in
Atlantic City. One thing goes his way,
he’s in Atlantic City. He’s going to
follow it up with a really good sopho-
more year,” Coach Kurz said.

Sophomores Quinn Gimblette
(113-lbs), Jeremy Silber (126-lbs) and
Luke Scanlon (138-lbs) are expected
to have an impact. Under the radar
Gimblette proved his worth in the
second round of the sectional tourna-
ment when he recorded a 17-0 tech
fall over his Watchung Hills oppo-
nent. Last year Silber placed third in
the district.

“That sophomore class, we expect
them to take the next step. Silber,
Scanlon! They are going to be the core
of our team going forward the next
couple of years,” Coach Kurz said.

Junior Aidan Schaefer will com-
pete at 126-lbs and junior Theo Dardia
will be at 132-lbs. Junior Emmett
Smith will occupy the 145-lb slot and
junior Jordan Simpson, who was third
in the district last year at 145-lbs, will
wrestle at 152/160.

Junior Tim Miller (second in dis-
trict at 160-lbs) stepped up to 170-
lbs, senior Russ Weber will compete
at 182-lbs and junior Brendon Loder
is expected to compete at 195-lbs.

“We have to fine tune some things
as the year goes on. They need to
make sure they are living their lives
the right way. We are doing all the
right things on the mat, we got to
make sure we are doing the right
things off the mat. If we can do that
and we can find a spot in the lineup
for our best 13 or 14 kids, and some

kids are willing to go up or down
[weight classes], we are going to be a
very good team,” Coach Kurz em-
phasized.

The Blue Devils will also benefit
from the influx of multi-sport athletes
from the Group 5 Championship foot-
ball team — Weber, Smith, Reese,
Dwyer, Simpson and Miller, Silber
(soccer) and Dardia (lacrosse).

“We actually had the football play-
ers talk to the other kids on the team
the other day about what enabled that
team to win. Hopefully we can take
some of that mindset and mentality
from the success they had and bring it
in here and apply it to wrestling,”
Coach Kurz said.

The Blue Devils will open their sea-
son at the Delaware Valley Tournament
on Saturday, December 16, at 9 a.m.

gives us a lot of different versatility.
He could be a guard at times, he could
be a power forward, he plays great
defense and he’s just a great overall
team player,” Coach Siragusa ex-
pressed. “He’s a great competitor.”

Another three-year varsity player,
Cruse is as smooth on the court as his
name.

“Lamont is a great guard. He’s very
athletic. We are expecting another
big year out of him. Especially bring-
ing on a defensive end, we are trying
to run in transition with him,” Coach
Siragusa said.

Another “hands on” multi-sport ath-
lete, Laylor can provide the power
and agility underneath the boards.

“Dwight will have to be the work-
horse down low for us this year. Tre-
mendous athlete! Great football and

track player! We are hoping for him
to give a great presence down low in
the paint for us both offensively and
especially on the defensive end,”
Coach Siragusa said.

Adding game-sense and shooting
savvy will be Muench.

“Ryan is a smart guard or forward
who could really help our offense with
his shooting ability. He can make good
decisions with the passing and has a
good overall knowledge of the game,”
said Coach Siragusa, who added, “That
group of five seniors have been play-
ing together for many years now. We
are hoping for them to continue to gel
and play together as a unit and give
everything they have on the floor ev-
ery game because it’s their last season.
They got to go out the right way.”

This season the Raiders can expect

Raider Cagers Not Taking Any Games Lightly
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

fierce competition within their Valley
Division which also consists of
Cranford, Governor Livingston, Hill-
side, Roselle, Rahway and Summit.

“Our conference is going to be very
challenging this year. Rahway has a
lot of players back and are going to be
very tough. Summit is going to be a
good basketball team this year and we
better be prepared for them in our first
confenence game. We lost to Roselle
the last two years, so that’s a team that
we really have to prepare for and
bring our best game. There’s going to
be no easy task for us. We got to be
ready every game in our conference,
Give our ‘A’ game and come out on
top,” Coach Siragusa emphasized.

The Raiders will open their season
at Colonia this Friday, December 15,
at 7 p.m.

Cougars’ New Faces Are Not Strangers on Mat
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

“We stuck him in a lot, Unfortu-
nately sometimes you got to put those
guys in a spot where they are going up
against a bigger guy, stronger guy or
someone whose got a little more tal-
ent and they go out there and battle for

the team. This year he’s going to be in
a spot on his own and he should be
competing this year,” said Coach
Gorman. “I look for those guys to
spend a little more time in the lime-
light this year.”

Junior Conor Halpin, who will be
at 138-lbs, placed fourth in the UCT,
second in the district and finished 22-
16 at 126-lbs.

“Halpin’s been scrappy. He has the
potential to be the next 100 winner.
It’s kind of unassuming because of all
those other guys who were around as
he was coming up. This is his junior
year. He’s put the time in every year.
He could be down at AC scrapping
for a spot,” Coach Gorman expressed.

Another athlete, who bounced
around the classes for the sake of the
team is Dean Smith, who will now
compete at 132-lbs.

“The new guy to the lineup is Dean
Smith, who we used in the past and
he’s come up with big wins when
we’ve thrown him out there. He put in
a lot of time in the offseason. Dean,
Halpin, AJ! I am expecting big things
from those guys right in a row,” Coach
Gorman said.

Sophomore Pat Kalnins, who
wrestled 106-lbs, has moved up to 113-
lbs and freshman Jimmy Gluck is ex-
pected to fill the 106-lb slot. Senior
Jake Quinn will be at 120-lbs and senior
Albert DeChillo, along with freshman
Luke DiGiovanni, will be at 126-lbs.
Sophomore Evan Kanterman has
zoomed to the 152-lb slot. Juniors Zach
Blevins and Dan Swanson will vie for

the 170-lb slot and sophomore Justin
Alpaugh-McLain will be at 182-lbs.

The upper three weights consist of
three rugged football standouts, which
includes Budnik at 195-lbs, and jun-
iors Rob Schork (220-lbs) and Matt

Savino (285-lbs)
“We have more younger kids that

we’ve had in the past. We do have a
lot of juniors but the room itself is

pretty young. Most people may think
it’s over but it’s exciting. It’s kind of
like a rebirth. Now we have all these
new faces in here. Now let’s see if
they get to that next level,” chal-
lenged Coach Gorman.

The Cougars will open their season
at the Garden State Classic at Franklin
High School in Somerset this Satur-
day, December 16, at 10 p.m.

David B. Corbin (February 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATHLETE WITH MANY TALENTS...Raider Tommy Drubulis, No. 4, drives through some Rams en route to the basket.
Drubulis during a UCT first round game against Oratory Prep in Scotch Plains (February 2017). Drubulis, who has the ability
to score from underneath the basket as well as from 3-point range, is also very stubborn defensively.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-30

ORDINANCE OF THE BOR-
OUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY ADOPTING THE
SOUTH AVENUE II REDEVEL-
OPMENT PLAN, PURSUANT
TO THE LOCAL REDEVEL-
OPMENT AND HOUSING
LAW, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 ET
SEQ.

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood, in
the County of Union, New Jersey (the
“Borough”), a public body corporate and
politic of the State of New Jersey, is autho-
rized pursuant to the Local Redevelop-
ment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-
1 et seq. (the “Redevelopment Law”), to
determine whether certain parcels of land
within the Borough constitute an area in
need of rehabilitation and/or an area in
need of redevelopment; and

WHEREAS, on June 10, 2014, the Bor-
ough Council (the “Borough Council”)
adopted Resolution No. 14-220 authoriz-
ing the Planning Board of the Borough (the
“Planning Board”) to investigate whether
the area commonly known on the Borough
tax maps as Block 401, Lots 1-5 and Block
403, Lots 1-6 and 19-22 (the “Property”)
met certain criteria under the Redevelop-
ment Law as an “area in need of redevel-
opment”; and

WHEREAS, on May 27, 2015, the Plan-
ning Board recommended to the Borough
Council that the Property met certain crite-
ria under the Redevelopment Law as an
“area in need of redevelopment”; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution 15-274, the
Borough Council designated the Property
as an “area in need of redevelopment” in
accordance with the Redevelopment Law
(the “Redevelopment Area”) and directed
the Planning Board to prepare a redevel-
opment plan for the Redevelopment Area;
and

WHEREAS, the Planning Board held a
public hearing on December 14, 2017, to
review and comment on the proposed re-
development plan entitled “South Avenue
Area II Redevelopment Plan,” as it specifi-
cally pertains to Block 403, Lots 1-6 and
19-22 on the tax maps of the Borough (the
“Redevelopment Plan”), and at its meet-
ing held on November 8, 2017, the Plan-
ning Board resolved to transmit the Rede-
velopment Plan to the Borough Council

with a recommendation that the Redevel-
opment Plan be adopted; and

WHEREAS, upon review of the Plan-
ning Board’s recommendation of the Re-
development Plan, the Borough Council
has determined to adopt the Redevelop-
ment Plan (in the form attached hereto as
Exhibit A), to ensure the success of rede-
velopment within the Redevelopment Area,
as it specifically pertains to Block 403, Lots
1-6 and 19-22 on the tax maps of the
Borough, in conformity with the Borough’s
redevelopment objectives.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, New Jersey
that:

Section 1. The aforementioned recitals
are incorporated herein as though fully set
forth at length.

Section 2. The Borough Council hereby
refers the Redevelopment Plan to the Plan-
ning Board for review and recommenda-
tion pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7.

Section 3. Contingent upon the receipt
of the Planning Board’s recommendations,
the Borough Council hereby adopts the
Redevelopment Plan pursuant to the terms
of N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7 of the Redevelop-
ment Law.

Section 4. A copy of this Ordinance and
the Redevelopment Plan shall be avail-
able for public inspection at the office of the
Borough Clerk during regular business
hours.

Section 5. This Ordinance shall take
effect in accordance with all applicable
laws.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 17-30, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 12th DAY OF DECEMBER 2017,
and that Ordinance No. 17-30, will be taken
up for further consideration for final pas-
sage at the meeting of said Borough Coun-
cil to be held in the Council Chambers of
the Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey, on the 26th DAY
OF DECEMBER 2017, at 7:15 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
heard, at which time and place all persons
who may be interested therein will be given
an opportunity to be heard concerning the
same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $100.47

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT

FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

CONTRACTOR: Lemay Erickson
Willcox Architects, PC, 11250 Roger
Bacon Drive, Suite 16, Reston, Virginia
20190

NATURE OF SERVICES: Engaged to
provide professional services in connec-
tion with assessment of Westfield Fire
Headquarters Station No. 2

AMOUNT: Initial Phase Not to exceed
$29,500

Second Phase: Not to exceed $11,000

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Tara Rowley
Town Clerk

1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

2018 MEETINGS

In accordance with Chapter 231, Public
Law 1975, State of New Jersey, the public
is hereby notified of the following schedule
of regular meetings of the Planning Board
of the Township of Cranford, County of
Union, for the year 2018. Workshop por-
tion of the meeting will be held at 7:30 P.M.
in Room 108 with the public meeting com-
mencing at 8:00 P.M. in Room 107.

January 10 - Re-Org Meeting
24 July 18

February 7 August 1
21 15

March 7 September 5
21 19

April 4 October 3
18 17

May 2 November 7
16 28

June 6 December 5
20 19

Kathleen Murray, Chairman
1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $26.52

David B. Corbin (February 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMPETING AT 160-LBS THIS YEAR...Blue Devil senior Isaiah Reese, front, competed at 170-lbs last year, placed third
in the Union County Tournament, second in the district and finished 21-11. Reese will compete at 160-lbs this season.

David B. Corbin (February 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FINALLY IN A WEIGHT CLASS HE CAN CALL HIS OWN...Cougar AJ Bencivenga, left, always wrestled up one or two
weight classes last year for his team but this season he will compete at 145-lbs.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/7/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1002
AWARDED TO: Development Direc-

tions, LLC
SERVICE: to provide The Administra-

tion of the Union County Housing Assis-
tance Payments Program

PERIOD: January 1, 2018- December
31, 2018

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$350,000.

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/7/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-997
amending (Resolution No. 2017-601)
AWARDED TO: Westfield Veterinary

Group
SERVICES: to provide on-call veteri-

nary services, exams, vaccines and spe-
cialized meals for the Sheriff’s K-9 Unit

COSTS: to increase by $3,000.00 for a
new amount not to exceed $28,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/7/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-993
AWARDED TO: Alliance Program

Plan
SERVICE: provides a comprehensive

overview of the alcohol/drug abuse
PERIOD: July1, 2018-June 30, 2019
COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-

ceed: $536,201.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/7/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-994
AWARDED TO: Union County Youth

Services Commission
SERVICE TO: to provide program ser-

vices based on the Juvenile Justice Com-
mission Points of Continuum: Prevention,
Diversion, Detention Disposition and Re-
entry

PERIOD: January1, 2018-December 31,
2018

COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-
ceed: $511,656.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/7/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-983
AWARDED TO: United Way of Greater

Union County, Homefirst Inc.
SERVICE: both agreed to provide ser-

vices
PERIOD: January 1, 2018-December

31, 2018
COSTS: in the sum not to exceed:

$250,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/7/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-991
amending (Resolution No. 2017-668)
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICE: to provide services to Union

County residents 60 years of age or older
and/or their caregiver as a means to pre-
vent premature institutionalization and for
afford the elderly

PERIOD: January 1, 2017- December
31, 2017

COSTS: in the amount of $12,668.00 for
a new grand total not to exceed
$5,085,838.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $25.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/7/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-985
amending (Resolution No. 2017-512)
AWARDED TO: YMCA
SERVICE: to provide emergency shel-

ter, motel/hotel nights, rent/mortgage as-
sistance, utility assistance, food assistance,
and case management services to help
prevent homelessness

PERIOD: July1, 2017- December 31,
2017

COSTS: in the amount of: $30,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/7/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2017-964
AWARDED TO: CME Associates of

Monmouth Junction, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide Design, Con-

struction Administration and Inspection
Services for the Replacement of Dill Av-
enue Minor Bridge, City of Linden

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$147,909.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/7/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-965
AWARDED TO: Neglia Engineering

Associates, Clark, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide Engineering,

Construction Administration and Inspec-
tion Services for the Replacement of the
Oakland Place Minor Bridge, City of Sum-
mit

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$168,598.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/7/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-966
AWARDED TO: Remington & Vernick

Engineers, of Secaucus, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide Engineering

Design, Construction Administration and
Inspection Services for the Replacement
of Caldwell Place Minor Bridge, Township
of Springfield, New Jersey

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$169,502.14.

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/7/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-971
amending (Resolution No. 2016-894)
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICES: establishing County funds

for indigent burial costs
PERIOD: January 1, 2017-December31,

2017
COSTS: an additional appropriation in

the amount $10,000.00 for a new total
amount not to exceed $70,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/7/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-981
amending (Resolution No. 2017-576)
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies

Bridgeway Rehabilitation Services
$27,022.00

Central Jersey Legal Services$6,000.00
Elizabeth Coalition to House the Home-
less $126,627.00
Family Promise $71,043.00
PROCEED $69,207.00
The Salvation Army (Elizabeth)

$32,443.00
The Gateway Family YMCA $34,006.00
Urban League of Union County

$11,334.00
YMCA of the Plainfield Area $55,000.00
YWCA of Eastern Union County

$11,125.00
SERVICE: allowed by US Department

of Housing & Urban Development
PERIOD: December15, 2017-June 30,

2018
COSTS: in the amount of $102,437.00

for a new total of $443,807.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $34.17

Fanwood-Scotch Plains 30+
Men’s Basketball Results:

Run It Back 54, Game Over 53:
Game Over got off to a 9-0 start
before Run it Back finally woke up.
Game Over’s Gavin Ford led all scor-
ers with 32 points, but it was not quite
enough as the Greg and Gregg
(Josephsen and Carder) show teamed
up for 38 points. RIB! rookie Mark
Van Ostenbridge added 8 points and 7
rebounds. G.O. player Clay Torres
had a double-double with 10 points
and 14 boards. The game came down
to a pressure packed 1-and-1 with 4
seconds left for Carder, who sunk‘em
both. Torres’ 30-footer at the buzzer
was only inches off.

Throwbacks 52, Team 8 37: Jason
Shann led all scorers with 20 points,
and perennial All-Star Jamal Berry
registered 15 tallies, propeling the
Throwbacks to a “W” against Team 8.
The Throwbacks put the clamps down
in the final 10 minutes, allowing only
4 points. For Team 8, Omar Glover
and Captain Blake Sonnek-Schmelz
had 12 points each, and Chris Burke
snared 10 off the glass.

Triples ‘n Dimes 71, Droppin’
Dimes 69: TND stormed out to a 13-
0 margin, and built as much as a 18-
point advantage, but had to hold on as
a layup at the buzzer by D.D. failed to

drop. TND’s Big Dog, Doug Barker,
barked loudly with 27 points and 13
rebounds, while frontcourt mates
Stephen Murray (13 and 9) and Troy
Sims (12 and 10) were huge as well.
Reigning MVP Rich Cobbinah dis-
played his Christmas generosity with
14 points and 14 assists. Sharpshooter
Eljay Aguillo (27 points) had 7 treys,
and Chris Vandenbrande and Chris
Mattina hit 3 each from downtown to
spearhead D.D.’s comeback. Vets
Brian Ciemneicki (14 points, 9 dimes)
and Steve Lee (10 points, 11 caroms)
did their thing in defeat.

Talkin’ ‘Bout Practice 43, Basket
Brawlers 32: In a defensive struggle,
Talkin’ dominated the first half, lead-
ing 29-13 at the break. Joe DeGennaro
topped TBP with 13 points and 6
rebounds, and cagy veteran Eric
Halpin contributed 11 points. For
B.B., Chris Beaudry (13 and 6) did all
he could to keep the Brawlers in the
game.

FSPY 30+ STANDINGS:
TEAM W L
Talkin’ Bout Practice 2 0
Throwbacks 2 0
Run It Back! 2 0
Game Over 1 1
Triples ‘n Dimes 1 1
Basket Brawlers 0 2
Droppin Dimes 0 2
Team 8 0 2

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2091

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE LAND USE ORDINANCE
OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union as follows:

SECTION I. Section IV of General Ordi-
nance No. 2066 is hereby amended to
read as follows:

This ordinance shall take effect after
passage and publication, as soon as, and
in the manner permitted by law.

SECTION II. All existing ordinances or
parts of ordinances in conflict or inconsis-
tent with this ordinance are hereby re-
pealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION III. This ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication, as
soon as, and in the manner permitted by
law.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally adopted
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
December 11, 2017.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

BOARD OF EDUCATION

The Reorganization Meeting of the
Mountainside Board of Education will be
held on Tuesday, January 2, 2018, at 7:00
p.m., at the Deerfield School Media Cen-
ter, located at 302 Central Avenue,
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092.
1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $9.69

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment meeting of the
Township of Scotch Plains held on De-
cember 7, 2017, the Board memorialized
the following Resolution:

New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC
(AT&T), Judy Lane, Block 11603, Lot 16,
was approved to install twelve (12) tele-
communications antennas on an existing
transmission tower, construct an equip-
ment shelter at the base of the tower, as
well as place ancillary equipment at ground
level.

A copy of said Resolution has been filed
in the office of the Board and/or the office
of the municipal clerk and is available for
public inspection during regular business
hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 12/14/17, The Times Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS

(IN COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN
PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT – CHAPTER

231) *CHANGE TO REGULARLY
SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education changed the Regular Public
Meeting to Tuesday, January 30, 2018,
which was originally scheduled for Thurs-
day, January 25. Meeting will take place in
the Administration Building, Evergreen
Avenue & Cedar Street, Scotch Plains.

1 T - 12/14/17, The Times Fee: $14.79

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 6th day of
December, 2017 the Planning Board of
the Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following action:

1. Carried Application # PBA-17-
00004: Hartz Mountain Industries, Appli-
cant, 750 Walnut Avenue, Block: 541, Lot:
2, C-3 Zone, Applicant is seeking to re-
zone the subject property to eliminate the
office and warehousing uses in favor of
multi-family residential use (136-13) to
February 21, 2018.

Ann Steinbach
Board Secretary

1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-26

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
ARTICLE VIIIA (OTHER OF-
FICES AND POSITIONS) IN
CHAPTER 5 (ADMINISTRA-
TION) OF THE CODE OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
TO CREATE THE POSITION
OF PROPERTY MAINTE-
NANCE OFFICER AND TO
PRESCRIBE THE DUTIES
THEREOF.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
17-26, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2017.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL
PERSON-TO-PERSON

TRANSFER OF RETAIL LICENSE

Take notice that application has been
made to the Borough Council of the Bor-
ough of Fanwood, Borough Hall, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey
07023 for a person to person transfer to
Suny Desai, the Limited Retail Distribution
License #2005-43-002-002, heretofore is-
sued to The Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea
Company, Inc.

The person who will hold an interest in
this license is: Mr. Suny Desai, 14 Even-
tide Court, Morris Plains, New Jersey
07950.

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to: Eleanor McGovern,
Borough Administrator/Clerk, Borough of
Fanwood, Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

SUNY DESAI
c/o Vinay Mavinkurve, Esq.

MAVINKURVE & PATEL LLC
555 US Highway 1 South, Suite 100

Iselin, New Jersey 08830
2 T - 12/7/17
& 12/14/17, The Times Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF MEETINGS OF THE
CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF

APPEALS OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

(IN COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN
PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT,
CHAPTER 231, P.L. 1975)

NOTICE is hereby given by the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains of the following 2018
schedule of meetings of the Construction
Board of Appeals to be held in the Mu-
nicipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey on the first Wednes-
day of each month, at 7:30 p.m., unless
otherwise indicated*.

Wednesday, January 10th * – 8:00 a.m.
February 7th

March 7th

April 4th

May 2nd

June 6th

July 11th *
August 1st

September 5th

October 3rd

November 7th

December 5th

The above schedule allows the option of
calling a special meeting when necessary.
1 T - 12/14/17, The Times Fee: $29.07

Westfield: 11/06/17
Kevin and Julie Willard to Purvi

Dhansukh Tailor and Shashi Irani
Kara, 2 Kirkstone Circle, $1,187,500.

John G. Sully to Kevin and Corey
Zippler, 919 Mountainview Circle,
$890,000.

Jason A. and Karen L. Slusher to
Peter J. and Sara A. Goldberg, 463
Edgewood Avenue, $651,000.

Jeffrey A. and Sasha P. Nisbet to
Robert P. and Shari L. Vacchiano,
414 Birch Place, $750,000.

Ross S. and Jennifer B. Katz to
Barrie Carmel, 354 Dudley Avenue,
West, $767,000.

Recent Home Sales
For more info see:

http://clerk.ucnj.org/UCPA/DocIndex

Charles Pijanowski to Kevin and
Julie Willard, 597 Highland Avenue,
$2,000,000.

Estate Of Joseph P. Dzuback to OA
Homes LLC, 324 Dudley Avenue,
East, $625,000.

Edward and Patti Gallagher to
Michael S. and Jessica M. Hooper,
764 Belvidere Avenue, $620,000.

Jay Klausner to Majesty Homes,
LLC, 208 Sunset Avenue, $665,000.

Timothy and Teresa Scarpelli to
Michelle Toto, 100 Woodland Av-

enue, $540,000.
Steven and Sherrie Natko to David

Dorman and Danielle Fried, 884
Winyah Avenue, $980,000.

Michael and Doreen Valente to
Warner H. Siebert and Kathryn Anne
Bair, 635 Lawnside Place,
$1,175,000.

Thomas W. and Patricia C. Layton
to Elizabeth D. and Jonathan J.
Palmer, 860 Shadowlawn Drive,
$950,000.

Evans Real Estate Partnership to
361 South Avenue East, LLC, 361
South Avenue, East, $2,000,000.

Sarah and Jesse Tomlinson to
Deyvid Green and Jennifer Rossini,
810 Harding Street, $655,810.

Scott and Mara J. Zilberberg to
Michael and Alexis Altberg, 231
Benson Place, $1,365,000.

John K. and Rosa H. Kim to Scott
Zucker and Stephanie Mishler, 932
Harding Street, $955,500.

Helock Builders, Llc to Christoher
Tam and Hue Nguyen, 9 Sandra
Circle, $1,330,000.

William F. Clark to 346 SAE LLC,
346 South Avenue, East, $350,000.

Jean Pernell to Nickardo O. Brown,
265 Windsor Avenue, $250,000.

Susan Hopper to Richard and
Myriam Geocos, 692 Westfield Av-
enue, $590,000.

Myron D. and Evelyn H. Waxberg
to Mark F. Soriero, 19 Genesee Trail,
$669,000.

Premier Design Custome Homes,
LLC to Alon Y. and Jessica Mass, 5
Village Circle, $1,152,000.

Guangtao Li and Lin Wang to
Rossini H. and Katia E. Amarante, 38
Sandy Hill Road, $679,000.

Westfield: 11/27/17
Matthew and Rae Mitrow to Will-

iam and Natalia Goldman, 112
Brightwood Avenue, $1,150,000.

Estate Of Edith Wyatt to Joseph
and Sheraine Arbitsman, 942
Sedgewick Court, $300,000.

Mary Ann Campbell Anthony to
John H. Flood, IV and Allison Lee

Flood, 745 Highland Avenue,
$1,700,000.

Donald F. and Sandra Wolf to J.
Gabriel Properties, 632 Embree Cres-
cent, $710,000.

Nancy Bristol, Trust to Timothy
and Chistine Booher, 200 Dudley
Avenue, East, $999,900.

Joseph M. and Ann M. Quirk to
739 Crescent Pkwy LLC, 739 Cres-
cent Parkway, $480,000.

Estate Of Marion D. Wetzel and
Dorothy Wetzel to Daniel J. and Ste-
fanie E. Whelan, 25 Hawthorn Drive,
$989,000.

Serge Pepin to Doyle J. and Diane
Hunsinger, 260 Walnut Street,
$445,000.

Thomas F. and Li-Er Fradella to
Dietmar Dresp, 110 Nelson Place,
$1,230,000.

The Donald Weill Family Trust to
Doreen Digiacomo, 111 Prospect
Street, $2,100,000.

Margaet Mcdowell to Paul T. and
Jeanette H. Kilcullen, 723 North Av-
enue, West, $385,000.

Randy N. and Linda H. Piesco to
William and Aerin Yost, 722 Drake
Place, $605,000.

Estate Of Annette Buldo to Jessica
Mackta and Brian B. Smith, 748 W.
Broad Street, $386,000.

Tony Hwang and Anchalee
Bunthana Wong to Geraint A. and
Kathryn A. Phillips, 515 Trinity Place,
$337,500.

Matthew M. Johnson and Eden M.
Ramaizel to Juan Gabriel Manzo, 515
Trinity Place, $465,000.

Charles A. and Catherine F. Harris
to Stewart and Julie Franklin
Scharnberg, 626 Hillcrest Avenue,
$659,000.

Estate Of Claire Purcell (Ham) to
Fox and Foxx Development, LLC,
529 Fairmont Avenue, $570,000.

Blake and Kristen Sonnek-Schmelz
to Benjamin G. and Lauren C. Lewin,
738 Castleman Drive, $830,000.

John J. and Mary Jo Juelis to Joe
Rizzo, Jr, 811 Fairacres Avenue,
$485,000.

Michael D. and Emily M. Thomp-
son to Jared Blumegold and Julie
Gralla, 766 Fairacres Avenue,
$780,000.

Valerie Skrelja and Cesar Mauras
to Brian J. Moriarty and Alexa J.
Mcdonald, 738 Marcellus Drive,
$660,000.

Daniel T. and Susan Callaghan to
Ao Wu, 709 Carleton Road, $532,500.

EWG Construction, LLC to Daniel
J. and Gabrielle Grinkevich, 408
Grove Street, West, $949,555.

1020 Ripley LLC to Serge Shapiro,
1014 Ripley Avenue, $420,000.

Mark and Monica Barrow to Dbdm,
LLC, 325 Roger Avenue, $500,000.

Robert and Marguerite Moran to
Matthew C. Renz and Elizabeth A.
Lafferty, 129 Belmar Terrace,
$490,000.

WGWL, LLC to Matthew and
Franca Borthwick, 318 Marlboro
Street, $925,000.

Stephen J. and Kathryn S. Crowley
to Jian Chen and Han Wang, 9 Sum-
mit Court, $470,000.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/7/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-982
AWARDED TO: HEARTH Emergency

Solutions
SERVICE: allowed by US Department

of Housing & Urban Development
PERIOD: December15, 2017-June 30,

2018
COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-

ceed: $54,377.84
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/7/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1003
amending (Resolution No. 2016-979)
AWARDED TO: Weiner Law Group,

LLP of Parsippany, New Jersey
SERVICES: in the matter entitled Kevin

Buckley and Ryan Wilson v. UC, et als.
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$10,000.00 for a sum not to exceed
$90,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/7/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-973
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICE: to provide shelter night stays

for TANF,GA and/or Emergency Assis-
tance

PERIOD: January 1, 2018- December
31, 2018

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $20.40

Probitas Verus Honos

Lance, Gottheimer Propose
Fix on Local Tax Deductions
WASHINGTON – Ahead of the

House and Senate Conference, Demo-
cratic Rep. Josh Gottheimer (D-5th)
and Republican Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th), two members of the Problem
Solvers Caucus, unveiled a biparti-
san fix to save the state and local tax
deduction, cut taxes for New Jersey
families and businesses, and reduce
the deficit.

The bipartisan plan includes a fix
to the senate tax hike plan, as passed
earlier this month, by preserving the
state and local tax deduction, saving
the mortgage interest deduction, and
reducing the deficit impact by more
than $100 billion, based on estimates
from the bipartisan Joint Committee
on Taxation (JCT).

According to the members press
release, the plan would retain the same
basic rate structure as the Senate bill,
including doubling the standard de-
duction, lowering rates for individu-
als and reducing the top tax bracket.
The bill would also protect seniors
and students by retaining the medical
expense and student loan interest de-
ductions.

Specifically, the bill would: save
the state and local tax deduction, pre-
serve the mortgage interest deduc-
tion, cut taxes for individuals, cut the
corporate tax rate to 20 percent and
create a 23 percent deduction for small
businesses and pass through busi-
nesses, including professional ser-
vices such as doctors, lawyers, and
accountants, consistent with the Sen-
ate bill. Also, they said their plan
would reduce the federal deficit my
more than $100 billion.

The plan would also retain deduc-
tions and exemptions including medi-
cal expense, student loan interest and
private activity bonds and retain cur-
rent amortization for capital invest-

ment. It would also encourage chari-
table donations and deployment by
closing the “Private Foundation Loop-
hole,” double the estate tax exemp-
tion, protect family businesses and
farms, close new loopholes and spe-
cial interest handouts.

“New Jersey families need a tax
cut, but what we’ve seen so far in
Congress is a tax hike bill paid for on
our backs in the Garden State. Con-
gressman Lance and I came together
to offer an alternative for the confer-
ence committee: a commonsense, bi-
partisan tax cut plan that’s good for
New Jersey families and businesses
of all sizes and that saves the state and
local tax deduction. I urge our col-
leagues in conference this week to
consider our plan that would actually
cut taxes, save the SALT deduction,
and reduce the deficit. This plan de-
livers tax cuts and stops moocher
states from gutting New Jersey’s
economy.” Mr. Gottheimer said.

 “Tax reform should benefit all
Americans and not pick winner states
over loser states. New Jersey is al-
ready one of the highest taxed states
in the nation, sending a dispropor-
tionate amount of funds to Washing-
ton. Enough is enough. We are pre-
senting the conference committee with
ideas for a fiscally responsible com-
promise that ensures New Jerseyans
see the same tax relief promised to
other states,” Mr. Lance said.

Vet ID Cards Available
COUNTY – Union County Clerk

Joanne Rajoppi reminds eligible mili-
tary veterans that her office provides
free veterans discharge identification
cards that can be used to obtain dis-
counts at participating restaurants and
other businesses. The County Clerk’s
ID card, proving honorable discharge
documents were duly recorded in the
County Clerk’s office, enables veterans
to show proof of honorable discharge
in a convenient, wallet-sized form.

Veterans can call (908) 659-7403
for information on obtaining a free
military honorable discharge identi-
fication card through the Union
County Clerk.

For quick links to additional services
and programs of interest to veterans in
Union County visit ucnj.org/uc-hero.
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Honor Roll
Terrill Middle School - 1st Marking Period

Grade 8
High Honor Roll

 Andrew Abrantes, Mary Adekunle,
Aditya Aggarwal, Alice Bachman,
Janet Bai, Ryan Beauregard, Kai
Bobrow, Julia Bonhote, Meagan
Bourke, Marin Brace, Aislinn Brooks,
Avery Burman, Anthony Cerino,
Joshua Chan, Ava Chin, Victoria
Cirillo, Sofia Ciullo, Amelia Collins,
Griffin Coolidge, Gabriella Crona,
Jack Devine, Brandon DiDario,
Samantha Edelman, Isabel Elimu,
Amanda Filipski, Ivana Fontora,
Alessandro Frias, Audrey Gabbai,
Joshua Gabbai, Alexa Gingold, Alyssa
Glickstein, Alina Gonzalez, Catherine
Grandmaison, Corey He, Aidan
Heifetz, Amanda Hill, Hannah Huang,
Matthew Hui, Riya Kishen, Viktoria
Kozak, Matthew Levine, Noah Levy,
Zachary Levy, Annette Liang, Olivia
Linderman, Lauren Magrino, Rachel
Manette, Julian Martin, Caitlin
Maughan, Eamonn McGovern, Ava
McKenzie, Gabriel Melville, Maxi-
mus Mercurio, Fatima Mirza, Aidan
Mooney, Aislinn Mooney, Gavin
Morrobel, Kayla Morrow, Rory
Moser, Ayden Mullins, Isaiah
Nathaniel, Aditya Phatak, Elle
Priesing, Elina Puri, Jessica Rojek,
Benjamin Root, Sydney Sadler, Anna
Saltzman, Meghan Schirm, Joshua
Seewald, Isabela Segarra, Evan Sena,
Sophie Shapiro, Anna Sicoli, Emily
Sicoli, Keeran Sivaneri, Victoria
Solsky, Diana Stinkova, Rebecca
Strug, Brenna Sullivan, Isaac Tu,
Yasmin Ulerio, Lucas Vega, Skyler
Wadleigh, Julianna Warren, Jamie
Weinberg, Eliyah Wong, Vivian
Worley, Julia Yick, Andrew Yu,
Victor Zhang

Grade 8
Honor Roll

Bridget Abbott, Dana Ascolesi,
Vincent Augello, Michael Banic,
Chase Bermingham, Brooke
Boissonneault, Luke Brencsons, John
Burke, Ariel Burman, Ruby
Calabrese, Nathaniel Calefati, Carter
Chin, Colin Clarke, Sebastian Clarke,
Camille Cooke, Sofia Corsaro,
Bridget Ennis, Kerry Ericksen, Nicho-
las Evangelista, Isaac Feinberg, Evan
Fitzgerald, Lauren Fitzgerald, Sophia
Gallahue, Patricia Gillen, Lindsey
Goldberg, Christopher Groom, Tho-
mas Haverlock, Jodi Hayes, Megan
Hillyer, Mark Huby, Lily Hughes,
Jacob Jablon, Julia John, Amir
Johnson, Jacob Kanterman, Joseph
Kaplan, Ethan Kelly, Adam Kiell,
Andrew Kipp, Dylan Klein, Jenna
Lee, Robert Lerner, Sophia Lerner,
Noa Levine, Alexander Lo, Ellora
Majumdar, Emi Makimura, Alexa
Martorano, Tierney McAuliffe, Bran-
don Melnitsky, Allison Miller,
Michael Minniti, Jake Monroy, Ava
Musano, Shyana Nanshah, Abdulaye-
Albert Ndiaye, Vanessa Ossy, Sydney
Phillips, Matthew Power, Gabriella
Pugliese, Grace Regan, Jonathan
Rembish, Peri Roper, Miranda Rossi,
Samuel Rouder, Morgan Ryan, Noah
Sadler, Ethan Scariati,

Giancarlo Schifano, Jake Scrudato,
Tyler Sinetar, Jessica Steinberg, James
Sullivan, Giovanni Sullivan-Massa,
Morgan Switsky, Eleni
Theocharopoulou, Miles Varner,
Samantha Walden, Amy Walejewsky,
Megan Walsh, Zachary Winigrad,
Thomas Wright, Naiomi Ziekert

Grade 7
High Honor Roll

Emma Alchus, Alana Beardsley,
Chloe Burfeindt, Joseph Catalano,
Brody Chin, Nishaan Desai, Kate Eng,
Neve Ferreira, Emily Filipski, Ethan
Filler, Weston Fischer, Jessica
Gallagher, Andrew Giuliani, Bridget
Hernandez, Avery Higinbotham, Dara
Hsu, Joy Huang, Meredith Kenoff,
Alexis Kern, Rebecca Kessler, Mor-
gan Kinard, Michael Levin, Anthony
Malta, Ryan Matulonis, Sophie
Meinke, Giulianna Milano, Salma
Mohammed, Elizabeth Moose, Mat-
thew Nervi, Aaron Perrotta, Haley
Richardson, Abbie Sapira, Nicholas
Schmidt, Niyati Shah, Gabrielle
Smulewitz, Sean Stuart, Chelsey Tang,
Matthew Teevan, Rylee Tighe, Shaan
Trehan, Kelsey Tse, Natasha Vega,
Haley Warren, Reginald Williams

Grade 7
Honor Roll

Benjamin Abrams, Olivia Aiere,
Samuel Anger, Caitlin Applebee, Di-
ego Arcila, Jack Barnett, Elizabeth
Bedatsky, Eric Botney, Kyle Brainard,
Matthew Castucci, Alec Choi, Ryan
Cichocki, Benjamin Cohn, Victoria
Daszyk, Bridget Davis, Isabella
DeCrosta, Meredith DeFouw, Sofia
Di Iorio, Raymond Dickscheid, Se-
ton Dill, Stefini Drivas, Mia Erath,
Darius Evans, Marco Facao, Emmet
Feeney, Sara Feeney, Lindsay
Fefferman, Dylan Fei, David Feliu,
Stephen Folkart, Bradley Frank,
Sophie Gannon, Tessa Going, Bartosz
Gorski, Charlotte Gumpel, Diego
Gutierrez, Julia Hamilton, Evan
Hanvey, Owen Higinbotham, Aniket
Iyer, Ethan Jaffe, Jacob Jones, Maya
Khan, Samantha Klausner, Alisa
Lamastra, Catherine Lavin, Samuel
Leibowitz, Miranda Lemansky, Tian
Liao, Ava Losardo, Amanda Magee,
Kyle Minall, Lauren Mirenda,
Stephanie Muenzen, Calum Murray,
Ava Mustacciuolo, Emma Noriega,
Alexis O’Brien, Diego Otero, Sophia
Paleski, Sarah Paul, Kathryn Power,
Brigitte Priel, Reese Priel, Parker
Raham, Nathaniel Rayan, Matthew
Reynolds, Jordana Romero-Jimenez,
Bridget Ryan, Nikita Sahasrabudhe,
Nicholas Sanchez, Finn Sautner,
Arnav Saxena, Nicolas Sbordi, Jion
Shim, Abigail Skibinsky, Madeleine
Smith, Anna Soifer, Sarah Sorkin,
Luke Talty, Ryan Van Ostenbridge,
Patrick Watt, Danielle Wester, Will-
iam Wheatley, Kelvin Williams, Elijah
Wu, Bennet Xia, Thomas Yick,
Jeremy Zimmerman

Grade 6
High Honor Roll

Cameron Bloodgood, James
Blundo, Saidy Bober, Carys Browne,
Sripriya Challa, Emily Colasanti,

Mackenzie Crimmins, Graeme
Daniskas, Katherine Echols, Aidan
Fairweather, Aidan Franciscus, Eden
Gabbai, Katherine Guo, Jane
Harrison, Ashley Hoberman, Lily
Jayinski, Joshua Jenkelowitz, Rachel
Lacerda, Isabel LaHuta, Ava Lerner,
Katelyn Lester, Layne Levine, Ava
Levy, Rachel Levy, Rachel Lipsky,
Ahana Majumdar, Thomas
Marcassoli, Kelly Marques, Kieran
McElroy Barker, Julian Meinke,
Lindsey Midrano, Matthew
Mihansky, Kourtney Most, Ethan
Murray, Diti Nainwal, Diya Nainwal,
Shreya Nara, Benjamin Nathan, Pari
Patel, Ryan Pierson, Jayant Rai,
Gabriella Rijo, Daivya Sadhvani,
Sarah Sicoli, Catherine Skwirut,
Rebecca Sohmer, Jonathan Soler,
Ashley Steer, Emma Szabo, Emersyn
Teicher, Julia Tiedemann, Anthony
Virone, Jack Wall, Owen Wasik,
Daniel Wong

Grade 6
Honor Roll

Jude Albert, Brianna Alvarez, Mat-
thew Arnold, Nathan Arnold, Riley
Atkins, Olivia Augello, Camila
Barreto, Nyla Bartholomew, Spen-
cer Bauman, Madeline Beauregard,
Laura Benko, Hayley Blacker, Aliette
Boroff, Sean Bradley, Ella Burgio,
Isabella Campanile, Aaron
Casterlow, Sophia Catalano, Arsh
Atif Chaudhary, Julianna
Compierchio, Sara Coniglio, David
Cooper, Alexander Crona, Jason
DelCore, Jake DeRienzo, Nikhil
Desai, Jeffery Dietrich, Quinn
Donahue, Michael Donofrio, Evan
Doyle, Luke Doyle, Ryan Enayati,
Joseph Entin, Emily Ericksen, Javier
Esteban, Bianca Evans, Benjamin
Fei, Kayla Fiore, Katherine
Fitzgerald, Lauren Fleckenstein,
Evan Gauthier, Ava Goldberg, Mia
Gonyou, Charly Griffin, Aubrey
Gulbin, Julia Jaramillo, Ninad
Kashikar, Keira Kelly, Ella
Kleinbaum, Eli Krantz, Artemis Levy
Collins, Shaina Li, Benjamin Liang,
Chloe Liddy-LaPadura, Jonathan
Linderman, Sanaa Mahajan, Maya
Marcassoli, Colin McAuliffe, Hanna
McCann, Michael Mendes, Jack
Merkel, Louis Messano, Charlotte
Middleton, Tyler Mundorff, Jack
Nolan, Kelly O’Donnell, Haley
Oliver, Hope Olivito, John Paino,
Saverio Paradiso, Emily Park, Lauren
Peeney, Lily Peskin, Kaitlyn Phillips,
Eliana Rafal, Jaden Reynolds, Noah
Ricca, Joelle Russo, Sean Saggio,
Alexander Salameh, Alyssa Sapienza,
Amelia Savarese, Kelsey Scott,
Ashley Sekiya, Levi Selvage, Molli
Semel, Billie Rose Sherratt, Gabriel
Silver, Hannah Solomon, Leah
Stevens, Dhruv Thakare, Veronica
Thompson, Jake Timchak, Drew Van
Ostenbridge, Anthony Veglia, Ryan
Volpone, Gia Ziekert

DOING FOR OTHERS...Members of Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s High School
Salsa Club ran a successful drive and collected from both students and staff
personal hygiene products and non-perishable food for the victims of Hurricane
Maria in Puerto Rico.  As a result, 23 boxes were filled with toothpaste,
toothbrushes, dental floss, soaps, shampoo, hand sanitizers, Kleenex, towels,
washcloths, socks, deodorant, baby wipes, diapers, Band-Aids and first aid items,
as well as non-perishable foods. Salsa Club officers Shane Hernandez and Michael
Dieu are pictured with the boxes.

Woman’s Club Contest
Open to Young Writers

WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club
of Westfield Announces Its Youth
Poetry and Short Story contest. The
Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW)
invites all aspiring student poets and
authors from kindergarten through
high school to enter its 2018 Youth
Poetry and Short Story Contest.

Poetry entries may be any style
with a minimum length of eight lines
and a maximum of thirty lines. Short
stories are limited to 2,000 words.
Entries must be typewritten, double
spaced, with a minimum of one inch
margins, on one side of an eight by 10
inch paper.

A student may enter one short story
and/or poem.

The author’s name, address, email
address, if available, telephone num-
ber, student’s  grade and school, title
of piece must be entered in the top
right hand corner of each page.

All entries are judged on content,
organization and form.  Decision of
the judges is final.  Please submit
material in duplicate to Woman’s Club
of Westfield, 314 Orenda Circle,
Westfield, N.J. 07090 post marked
before Monday, January 29, 2018.
Writing must be the original, unpub-
lished  work of the author, written
during the last year.

Authors must be amateurs with
earnings from writings not to exceed
$500. annually. Writers may want to
keep a copy of their work as entries
cannot be returned.

Hallie Traiman Volunteers
For Comm. Service Wknd.

ASKING THE EXPERTS...Nathan DeBole, third grader at Franklin Elementary
School in Westfield, poses a weather-related question to NASA Scientist Kristen
Weaver via videoconferencing in the school’s auditorium.  The face-to-face
addition to the curriculum “solidified what the students have learned so far,”
according to teacher Tara Romano.

ALBANY, N.Y. – Hallie Traiman of
Scotch Plains joined more than 500
new Living-Learning Community stu-
dents who spent one of their first week-

ends at UAlbany volunteering on-cam-
pus and in the City of Albany through
opportunities provided by the Living-
Learning Community Connections
weekend.

On September 16 about 250 stu-
dents volunteered to support Albany
Medical Center, The Capital City Res-
cue Mission, CHIME (an after school
music program), and the Red Book-
shelf Project. Students also wrote let-
ters to active military members.

Another 250 students volunteered
on September 17, at various locations
in the local community. This included
working with the Central Avenue Busi-
ness Improvement District to refur-
bish the city's hanging planters and
recycle compostable materials for St.
Anne Institute's gardening program,
volunteering on various projects in
Albany's South End, and supporting
the Pine Hills Neighborhood's "Meet,
Munch, and More" community event.

Franklin Third Graders
Connect with NASA Scientist

Jakub Inducted Into
Alpha Chi Honor Soc.
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. – Gabrielle

Jakub was among the 41 newest mem-
bers inducted into the University of
the Sciences Pennsylvania Kappa
Chapter of the Alpha Chi National
Honor Society at a special ceremony
held on November 14.

Gabrielle is a master of occupa-
tional therapy student from Westfield.

During the ceremony inductees
were introduced by their faculty ad-
visers or department chairs who high-
lighted each student's accomplish-
ments. At USciences, Alpha Chi is
open to the top 10 percent of juniors
and seniors in all majors except phar-
macy, who are eligible for Rho Chi;
and psychology/health psychology,
who are eligible for Psi Chi.

Novack Inducted into
College Honors Prog.
WORCESTER, Mass. – The As-

sumption College Honors Program in-
ducted 60 new members from the Class
of 2021, including Tressa Novack, of
Scotch Plains, on October 29, before an
audience of administrators, faculty, and
families.

The Assumption's Honors Program
offers a demanding, intensive curricu-
lum designed to foster academic en-
gagement inside and outside the class-
room. Whether students major in the
liberal arts, business, or professional
studies such as education or human
services and rehabilitation studies, the
Honors Program enables students to
explore their capabilities with peers
who are similarly motivated.

Students apply to the Honors Pro-
gram when they apply to the College as
a high school senior. (Those students
who demonstrate academic excellence
during their first semester at Assump-
tion are also welcome to apply.) The
College then reviews a number of crite-
ria: standardized test scores; class rank;
engagement inside and outside the class-
room; demonstrated passion for learn-
ing; and grade point average (GPA).
Students must maintain a GPA of 3.25
in Honors courses, and a minimum
cumulative GPA of 3.25.

WESTFIELD – Third graders at
Franklin Elementary School con-
nected via cyberspace with NASA
Scientist Kristen Weaver recently to
ask questions prompted by their class-
room activities. Through
videoconferencing in the Franklin
auditorium, students spoke face-to-
face in real time with Weaver who is
with the National Aeronautics Space
Administration’s Goddard Space
Flight Center in Maryland.  The five
Franklin third grade classes selected
two questions each for the scientist,
who first presented them with infor-
mation and visuals including satellite
maps and imagery.

Matthew Fisher asked, “What can
trees tell us about climate change?”
Weaver responded that regarding the

life of a tree, climate is an important
factor. Depending on if the tree is
growing in New Jersey or in sub-
tropical temperatures in Florida, for
example, will make a difference.

Weaver displayed NASA satellites
on the screen, explaining their pur-
pose.  One student observed, “I liked
learning how waves formed.  One of
the satellites showed the mountains
and why the oceans are colder or
hotter.”

Tara Romano, third grade teacher
at Franklin School who helped orga-
nize the videoconference, explained,
“I contacted NASA this summer and
was successful in setting up this great
addition to our new science curricu-
lum.  This experience has solidified
what the students have learned so
far.”

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

357 South Ave, East · Westfield, NJ 
908-233-6030 · westfieldanimal.com 

Happy Holidays from your friends at 

Westfield Animal Hospital! 

Open 7 Days A Week! 
Mon-Fri 8a-8p, Sa 8a-3p & Su 9a-1p 

 $10 Off Your Next 

Office Visit* 
*For existing hospital clients only.   

One coupon per client. Cannot  

be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 1/31/2018 

FREE Exam for  

New Clients* 
*For new clients only. One coupon 

per client. Cannot be combined with 

any other offer.  

Expires 1/31/2018 

Come see why we are different! 
"...Westfield Animal Hospital is a totally different 

atmosphere...So many times taking your animal to 

the vet is like going to a business. Here, it's truly 

about the animals and their humans. They're 

reasonably priced, offer boarding and day care, and 

really take the time needed to make sure both your 

pet and you thoroughly understand, and are okay 

with the course of action...Really a different 

attitude from anything I've ever seen in any 

Veterinarian practice...Thank you Westfield Animal 

Hospital." —S. Knight 
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2090

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE LAND USE ORDINANCE
OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD TO ADDRESS
THE REQUIREMENTS OF
THE FAIR HOUSING ACT
REGARDING COMPLIANCE
WITH THE TOWN’S AFFORD-
ABLE HOUSING OBLIGA-
TIONS”

 WHEREAS, in accordance with In the
Matter of the Adoption of N.J.A.C. 5:96
& 5:97 by the New Jersey Council on
Affordable Housing, 221 N.J. 1 (2015)
(“Mount Laurel IV”), the Town of Westfield
filed an action for declaratory judgment
titled In re Town of Westfield Compli-
ance with Third Round Mount Laurel
Affordable Housing Obligations, Docket
No. UNN-L-2391-15, (the “DJ Action”)
requesting that the court declare that
Westfield has complied with its Third Round
constitutional obligation to provide a real-
istic opportunity for the development of
housing that is affordable to low- and mod-
erate-income families and individuals; and

WHEREAS, the DJ Action was settled
and the settlement was reviewed and ap-
proved by the court after a Fairness Hear-
ing, which approval is memorialized in an
amended order entered by the court on
October 30, 2017 and filed by the court on
November 1, 2017 (the “Settlement Ap-
proval Order”); and

WHEREAS, in order to implement the
Settlement Approval Order, the Code of
the Town of Westfield must be amended to
add a mandatory Town-wide affordable
housing set aside ordinance; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT THERE-
FORE ORDAINED by the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield, in the County of
Union and the State of New Jersey, as
follows:

SECTION I. The Land Use Ordinance,
Article 23, Section 23.13 is hereby
amended to read in its entirety as follows:

§23.13 Mandatory Affordable Hous-
ing Set-Aside Requirement

A. Multi-family residential development,
single-family attached residential devel-
opment, two-family attached residential
development, including the residential
portion of a mixed-use project, to be devel-
oped at six (6) or more dwelling units per
acre and yielding five (5) or more units that
become permissible through a zoning
amendment, or use or density variance
granted by the Town’s Board of Adjust-
ment, or adoption of a Redevelopment
Plan for an area in need of redevelopment
or area in need of rehabilitation, shall pro-
vide an affordable housing set-aside of
fifteen percent (15%) if the affordable units
are to be offered for rent and twenty per-
cent (20%) if the affordable units are to be
offered for sale.

B. This affordable housing set-aside re-
quirement shall not create any entitlement
to a special dispensation or approval for a
property owner or applicant for a zoning
amendment, variance, or adoption of a
Redevelopment Plan.

C. Where a developer demolishes exist-
ing dwelling units and builds new dwelling

units on the same site, the provisions of
this section shall apply only if the net in-
crease in the number of dwelling units is
five (5) or more units.

D. All variance, subdivision, and site
plan approvals of qualifying residential
developments shall be conditioned upon
compliance with the provisions of this sec-
tion.

E. No subdivision shall be permitted or
approved so as to avoid compliance with
this requirement.

F. All affordable units created pursuant
to this section must comply with all appli-
cable regulations of the affordable hous-
ing regulations of Article 23 of the Land
Use Ordinance and the New Jersey Uni-
form Housing Affordability Controls
(UHAC), N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.1 et.seq. and
COAH regulations N.J.A.C. 5:93-1 et.seq.,
with the exception that in lieu of 10 percent
of affordable units in rental projects being
required to be at 35 percent of median
income, 13 percent of affordable units in
such projects shall be required to be at 30
percent of median income.

G. When calculating the set-aside re-
quirement for a particular site, if the impo-
sition of the required set-aside require-
ment results in a fractional unit, the re-
quirement shall be rounded to the next
whole number. For example, in the case of
a fifteen (15)-unit multifamily rental devel-
opment, a total of three (3) affordable units
would be required (15 units x 15 percent
set-aside requirement= 2.25 affordable
units required, which is rounded to 3 af-
fordable units required).

H. This affordable housing set-aside shall
not apply:

1. To any sites or specific zones and/or
overlay zones identified in the Town’s
Housing Element and Fair Share Plan
adopted in accordance with the settlement
approved by the court in the amended
order entered by the court on October 30,
2017 and filed by the court on November 1,
2017 (the “Settlement Approval Order”),
and/or to any sites or specific zones and/or
overlay zones identified in the Settlement
Approval Order.

2. To any developments containing four
(4) or fewer dwelling units.

SECTION II. The Land Use Ordinance,
Article 23, Section 23.14, is hereby de-
leted.

SECTION III.  All existing ordinances or
parts of ordinances in conflict or inconsis-
tent with any part of this ordinance are
hereby repealed to the extent that they are
in such conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION IV.  In the event that any
section, provision or part of provision of
this ordinance shall be held to be unen-
forceable or invalid by any court, such
holding shall not affect the validity of this
ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof,
other than the part so held unenforceable
or invalid.

SECTION V.  This ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication in the
manner provided by law.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally adopted
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
December 11, 2017.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $130.05

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-29

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
§ 106-94 (CENTRAL BUSI-
NESS DISTRICT) IN ARTICLE
XIII (ZONE REGULATIONS) IN
CHAPTER 106 (LAND USE)
OF THE CODE OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF GARWOOD TO
PROVIDE FOR AN AFFORD-
ABLE HOUSING SET-ASIDE
IN THE CENTRAL BUSINESS
DISTRICT.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and
Council of the Borough of Garwood:

SECTION 1. § 106-94 (Central Busi-
ness District) in Article XIII (Zone Regula-
tions) in Chapter 106 (Land Use) of the
Code of the Borough of Garwood is hereby
amended to read as follows:

§ 106-94. Central Business District - CB
Zone.

A. Purpose. This zone is designed to be
the central retail shopping or trade area of
the Borough. In order to create an active,
mixed use area, professional offices, as
well as apartment units will be permitted
on upper floors of structures. It is the intent
of the standards of this zone to encourage
design that will promote pedestrian activity
and safety as well as a solid core of busi-
ness uses.

B. Permitted uses. The Borough has
utilized the Standard Industrial Code (SIC)
to develop categories of uses which are
permitted in the CB Zone. All uses within
these categories are permitted unless spe-
cifically excluded. A copy of this manual is
available in the Construction Office for
review. These uses are only permitted
when located inside permitted structures.

(1) Retail trade uses when located on
the first or ground floor of a structure as
follows: Major Group 52, building materi-
als, hardware, garden supply, and mobile
home dealers, only the following industry
numbers - 5231 (paint, glass and wallpa-
per stores), 5251 (hardware stores); Major
Group 53, general merchandise stores;
Major Group 54, food stores, provided that
the maximum area does not exceed 4,000
square feet; Major Group 56, apparel and
accessory stores; Major Group 57, furni-
ture, home furnishings and equipment
stores; Major Group 59, miscellaneous
retail excluding 5931 (used merchandise
stores), 596 (non-store retailers) and 598
(fuel oil and ice dealers) and including in
industry number 5999 (miscellaneous re-
tail stores, not elsewhere classified) only
those establishments specifically listed
excluding the sale of fireworks; and in
Major Group 72, personal services, only
the following industry numbers - 7221 (pho-
tographic studios, portraits), 7231 (beauty
shops), 7241 (barber shops), 7251 (shoe
repair shops, shoe shine parlors, and hat
cleaning shops), 7841 (video tape rental
only).

(2) Professional offices, as defined in §
106-4 of this chapter when located on
upper floors of a structure.

(3) Apartment units as defined in § 106-

4 of this chapter, when located above the
first floor, provided that a minimum of fif-
teen (15%) percent of the apartments shall
be set aside for occupancy by, and shall be
deed-restricted as to their affordability to
qualified low, very low and moderate in-
come households in accordance with all
requirements of the Borough’s adopted
Affordable Housing Ordinance, Chapter
106, Article XIV of the Borough Code.1

(4) Child care centers.
(Footnotes)
1 Additional material indicated by under-

lining.
C. Required bulk conditions:
(1) Lot area: 2,000 square feet mini-

mum.
(2) Yards:
(a) Front. No front yard setback is re-

quired.
(b) Rear. Where the rear property zone

is adjacent to a residential zone, a rear
yard of not less than one foot for every two
feet of height of the principal structure is
required. Where the rear property line is
not adjacent to a residential zone, a rear
yard of five feet is required.

(c) Side. No side yard will be required
unless the side property line is adjacent to
a residential zone, where a minimum side
yard of five feet, which is to be heavily
landscaped, is required.

(3) Lot depth: 100 feet minimum.
(4) Lot width: 20 feet minimum.
(5) Height: 40 feet maximum.
(6) Open space: none.
(7) Building coverage. The minimum lot

coverage of the principal structure shall be
60% of the total lot area.

SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistency.

SECTION 3. If any portion of this ordi-
nance shall be determined to be invalid,
such determination shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of said
ordinance.

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take
effect upon final passage and publication
in accordance with law and upon filing with
the Union County Planning Board.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 17-29, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 12th DAY OF DECEMBER 2017,
and that Ordinance No. 17-29, will be taken
up for further consideration for final pas-
sage at the meeting of said Borough Coun-
cil to be held in the Council Chambers of
the Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey, on the 26th DAY
OF DECEMBER 2017, at 7:15 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
heard, at which time and place all persons
who may be interested therein will be given
an opportunity to be heard concerning the
same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $122.91

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-28

AN ORDINANCE FIXING SALARIES AND WAGES FOR CERTAIN OFFI-
CIALS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the County
of Union, State of New Jersey as follows:

SECTION 1. The following named officials and employees of the Borough of Garwood
shall be entitled to an annual salary or wages hereinafter set forth opposite each
respective classification:

SALARY RANGE
POSITION MINIMUM MAXIMUM
Municipal Housing Liaison – Part time 2,000 5,000
Property Maintenance Officer – Part time 17.00 per hour 22.00 per hour

SECTION 2. The salaries and wages provided for in Section 1 hereof shall be payable
bi-weekly unless otherwise ordered by resolution of the Mayor and Council.

SECTION 3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith shall be and
they are hereby repealed.

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take effect at the time and in the manner prescribed
by law.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance No. 17-28, was introduced and passed on first
reading at a meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the County
of Union, State of New Jersey, held on the 12th, DAY OF DECEMBER 2017, and that
Ordinance No. 17-28, will be taken up for further consideration for final passage at the
meeting of said Borough Council to be held in the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey, on the 26th, DAY OF DECEMBER
2017, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as said matter can be heard, at which time and
place all persons who may be interested therein will be given an opportunity to be heard
concerning the same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $62.22

Photo courtesy of Lynn Redmile
MEMORABLE MUSIC...The Florian Schantz Jazz Combo led a concert in
November at Crossroads in Garwood, featuring music of World War I. The
audience was treated to a hit parade of early Dixieland, military music and
other standards of the era. The concert benefited the Miller-Cory House
Museum of Westfield, and was made possible in part by a HEART (History,
Education, Arts Reaching Thousands) Grant from the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

WESTFIELD
Wednesday, November 29, police

received three reports on the evening
of November 29 regarding motor
vehicles having been damaged
through acts of criminal mischief. In
each case, one or more unknown sus-
pects damaged the victim’s vehicle
while it was parked in the area of
Barchester Way and Lawrence Av-
enue. Two of the victims live in
Westfield while the third is a resident
of Mountainside.

Wednesday, November 29,
Alexander Caiola, Jr., 51, of Spring-
field was arrested on an outstanding
traffic warrant from Westfield, with
$500 bail. He was picked up at the
Elizabeth Police Department and
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
held awaiting court.

Thursday, November 30, Jenny
Camarillo, 28, of Somerset was ar-
rested on seven outstanding traffic
warrants from Westfield pursuant to a
stop in the municipal lot between Elm
and Prospect Streets. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
she was processed and released after
posting $419 bail.

Friday, December 1, a victim from
the 400 block of Topping Hill Road
reported being the victim of an act of
fraud. According to the police report,
one or more unknown suspects
charged $5,200 to the victim.

Friday, December 1, a resident of
Barchester Way reported being the
victim of an act of fraud. According
to the police report, one or more
unknown suspects charged $150 to
the victim’s credit card.

Sunday, December 3, Sophia
Powell, 30, of Belleville was arrested
on an outstanding traffic warrant from
East Orange, with $153 bail, and a
traffic warrant from Newark, with
$250 bail, pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop at Nottingham Place and
Shackamaxon Drive. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail
to East Orange and being released on
her own recognizance by Newark.

Monday, December 4, Donnell
Dotson, 37, of Roselle was arrested on

the 700 block of Prospect Street on
traffic warrants from Elizabeth with
bail amounts of $150, $398 and $250.
It also was revealed that Dotson had
two traffic warrants from Newark, each
with a bail amount of $150. The total
amount of bail on the warrants was
$1,098. Dotson was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
turned over to the Elizabeth Police
Department in lieu of bail.

Monday, December 4, Tanquir
Walker, 29, of Bloomfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding confirmed
traffic warrant from East Orange with
$1,000 bail pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop at West Broad Street and
Marion Avenue. Walker was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and turned over to
East Orange authorities.

Monday, December 4, a resident of
Scotch Plains Avenue reported being
the victim of a bicycle theft. The
victim stated that he left his Schwinn,
black in color and valued at $200, at
the south-side train station between
7:30 a.m. and 6:15 p.m. Upon return-
ing, the victim noticed that the lock
was still intact but the bicycle was
gone. There was no suspect informa-
tion at the time of the report.

Monday, December 4, Victor Ojibe,
29, of Newark was arrested and
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS)/marijuana pursuant
to a motor vehicle stop on Central
Avenue near Sycamore Street. Ojibe
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released with a
summons.

Tuesday, December 5, a resident of
the 200 block of Prospect Street re-
ported being the victim of criminal
mischief. One or more unknown sus-
pects broke a window on the victim’s
residence.

Tuesday, December 5, a resident of
North Plainfield reported being the
victim of criminal mischief. The
victim’s motor vehicle was damaged
while parked on Ferris Place.

Tuesday, December 5, Jonathan
Nieves, 29, of Perth Amboy was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of CDS (marijuana) under 50 grams
and possession of drug paraphernalia
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at
West North Avenue and Clark Street.
He was processed and released with a
summons.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, December 5, a resident of

the 400 block of Stout Avenue re-
ported an incident of criminal mis-
chief. The victim stated that someone
egged his 2014 BMW sometime over-
night, causing damage to the paint.
The incident is under investigation.

Tuesday, December 5, Michael
Mandes, 21, of South Plainfield and
Jamina Morris, 20, of Edison were
arrested during a motor vehicle stop
and charged with possession of mari-
juana. Both were transported to po-
lice headquarters and processed.

Thursday, December 7, a Scotch

Plains resident reported the theft of
his wallet from a locker at a facility
located on Martine Avenue. The inci-
dent is under investigation.

Friday, December 8, Desiree C.
Young, 28, of Edison was arrested on
outstanding warrants out of Scotch
Plains, South Plainfield, Old Bridge,
Newark and Jersey City during a
motor vehicle stop. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters and
processed.

Sunday, December 10, Christopher
T. Richards, 23, of South Plainfield
was arrested on an outstanding war-
rant out of Scotch Plains during a
motor vehicle stop. He was trans-
ported to headquarters and processed.

Monday, December 11, Babatunde
A. Dahunsi, 25, of Hillside was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out
of Scotch Plains. He was transported
to police headquarters and processed.

Monday, December 11, Marcus
A. Rivera, 24, of Mountainside was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Scotch Plains. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters and
processed.

FANWOOD
Friday, December 1, Suzanne

Tomassini, 50, of North Arlington
was arrested on an active warrant out
of Berkeley Heights after a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Shady Lane for a motor vehicle viola-
tion. Tomassini was processed, posted
bail and released.

Friday, December 1, Peter
Hessemer, 20, of Westfield was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of
Westfield after a motor vehicle stop
at South Avenue and Crossway Place
for a motor vehicle violation.
Hessemer was processed, posted bail
and released.

Monday, December 4, a resident of
the 200 block of North Martine Av-
enue reported that his motor vehicle
was the target of criminal mischief.
The vehicle was parked in the drive-
way at the time.

Wardlaw-Hartridge Athletes
Named to All-Conference

Ten athletes from The
Wardlaw+Hartridge School in
Edison earned post-season acco-
lades from conference and state
coaches after the fall season.

Girls’ soccer captain Mia Reyes
of South Plainfield led the way
with selection to the All-GMC Blue,
All-Conference and All-Prep B
teams. Bella Wysocki of Rahway
also made the All-GMC Blue and
All-Prep B teams. Other girls se-
lected were Antonella Doglio of
Carteret (All-GMC Blue, Prep B
honorable mention) and Olivia
Tobey of Scotch Plains (Prep B
honorable mention).

Boys’ soccer player Andre Souza
of Rahway was named to the All-
GMC Blue team and the All-Prep

B second team. Teammate Gunhvir
Singh of Carteret also made the
All-Prep B second team.

Tennis players Sydney Kuo of
Edison and Brittney Wilson of
North Plainfield earned placement
on the All-GMC White team, while
volleyball players Sydney Johnson
of Somerset (All-GMC Blue) and
Audrey Vu of Colonia (All Prep B
honorable mention) also received
recognition. The volleyball team
also received the GMC Blue Divi-
sion Sportsmanship Award.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on December 11, 2017, for
the following applications decided upon at
the meeting held on November 13, 2017.

John & Mary Oppel, 533 Edgar Road.
Applicants sought approval for an addi-
tion/alteration contrary to Sections 11.09E6
and 11.09E8 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a side yard setback of 8.8 feet where
the Ordinance requires a minimum side
yard setback of 10 feet; to allow a building
height of 3 stories where the Ordinance
allows a maximum building height of 2 1/2
stories; to allow a building height of 34 feet
where the Ordinance allows a maximum
building height of 32 feet. Application ap-
proved with conditions.

Arthur Gawkowski, 536 West Broad
Street. Applicant sought approval to ex-
tend an existing mud room contrary to
Section 11.12E6 and 11.12E14 of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow a side yard set-
back of 4.4 feet where the  Ordinance
requires a minimum side yard setback of
10 feet; to allow no garage where the
Ordinance requires a minimum one-car
garage. Application approved with condi-
tions.

David & Rosa Conceicao, 727 Fourth
Avenue. Applicants sought approval to
construct a 2½ story addition, and to per-
mit a pre-existing, non-conforming, two-
family home contrary to Sections 11.07E6,
11.07E8, 11.07E12, 11.07E13, 19.02,
19.03A&B of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a right side yard setback of 2.5 feet
and a left side yard setback of 4.25 feet
where the Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback of 10 feet; to a building
height of 33.3 feet where the Ordinance
allows a maximum building height of 32
feet; to allow an eave height of 22.33 feet
where the Ordinance allows a maximum
eave height of 22 feet; to allow a continu-
ous wall length of 60 and 53 feet where the
Ordinance allows a maximum continuous
wall length of 25 feet; to allow an existing,
two-family dwelling where the Ordinance
allows a single family residential use. Ap-
plication approved with conditions.

Jason & Tara Monteforte, 726 Carleton
Avenue. Applicants sought approval to
construct a deck contrary to Section

13.02C1 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a deck in the side yard where the
Ordinance requires a deck to be located in
the rear yard. Application approved with
conditions.

Andrew & Jennifer Fecowycz, 500
Highland Avenue. Applicants sought ap-
proval to construct an outdoor kitchen and
fireplace contrary to Section 12.04F of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a building
coverage of 21.24% where the Ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage of
20%. Application approved with conditions.

Jason Christiansen, 586 Rahway
Avenue. Applicant sought approval to
construct a two-story addition contrary to
Section 11.08E5 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance to allow a front yard setback of 36.5
feet where the Ordinance requires a mini-
mum front yard setback of 40 feet. Applica-
tion approved with conditions.

Zachary & Ashley Ostrowski, 501 Top-
ping Hill Road (510 Kimball Turn). Appli-
cants sought approval to construct a one-
story addition contrary to Section 11.08E7,
12.04F1, and 12.04F3 of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a rear yard setback of
13.5 feet & 33.5 feet where the Ordinance
requires a minimum rear yard setback of 35
feet; to allow a building coverage of 23.3%
where the Ordinance allows a maximum
building coverage of 20%; to allow a build-
ing coverage with a porch of 25% where the
ordinance allows a maximum building cov-
erage with a porch of 24%. Application
approved with conditions.

Billy & Karen Perialis, 1539 Rahway
Avenue. Applicants sought approval to
construct a new dwelling using a portion of
the existing dwelling that is non-conform-
ing, a two-story addition, and a new two-
car garage contrary to Section 11.07E6 of
the Land Use Ordinance to allow a side
yard setback of 5.2 feet where the Ordi-
nance requires a minimum side yard set-
back of 10 feet. Application approved with
conditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 12/14/17, The Leader Fee: $96.90

PUBLIC NOTICE

Y Men Seek Volunteers
To Assist at Tree Lot

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Y Men’s Club Christmas Tree
Sale is well underway, with a wide
selection of trees, wreaths and rop-
ing available, and is in need of
volunteers to help at the lot. Ac-
cording to the club, this is an ideal
project for youth groups and oth-
ers looking to help out in the com-
munity.

The Christmas Tree Sale is tak-
ing place through Saturday, De-
cember 23, at the Elm Street Ath-
letic Field in Westfield. Sale hours
are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturdays and
Sundays and 5 to 9 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

In addition, the Y Men’s Club is
always seeking new members who
share values of respect, responsi-
bility, volunteerism and youth de-
velopment. The club functions as a
service organization and raises
money for charitable causes. It
strives to give back to the local
community and supports organiza-
tions that share its values.

For more information, stop by the
tree lot and speak to any member of the
club, visit westfieldynj.org/get-in-
volved/community-partners/ys-mens-
club/ or check out the club on Facebook
at “Westfield Area Y’s Men’s Club
Christmas Tree Sale.”

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRONG POLICE PRESENCE...Police and other emergency services were on
the scene outside the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey Bus Terminal
following a pipe bomb explosion during the busy morning commute on Monday.
According to news reports, Akayed Ullah, a 27-year-old Bangladeshi man, faces
a number of federal and state terrorism charges after he allegedly detonated the
device after being inspired by ISIS.

Why Do NJ HS Grads
Attend Col. Out Of State

TRENTON — The Senate Higher
Education Committee has approved
legislation , S-2993, by Senate Mi-
nority Leader Tom Kean (R-21st,
Westfield) to study why so many New
Jersey high school graduates choose
to attend college in other states.

An analysis by The Washington
Post of data from the National Center
for Education Statistics shows New
Jersey’s export of 31,510 graduates
in 2008 was the most in the nation.
That’s nearly double the loss of the
next highest state, Texas, of 17,716
students.

LEADER/TIMES

CLASSIFIED ADS

BRING RESULTS
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Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
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Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

The Man Who Invented Christmas
The Dickens, You Say

2 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Once upon a time, a woman at a
party who learned I was a film critic
crossed the crowded room and asked,
“From whence do you get your in-
spiration?” So O.K., she didn’t re-
ally say ‘whence.’ But anyway, I was
a bit flummoxed and, making it as
clear as I could, answered, “Well, I
see the movie that I intend to re-
view.” That said, I belatedly thank
her for the entrée to my review of
The Man Who Invented Christmas,
director Bharat Nalluri’s long-
winded treatise on the alleged tor-
ment Charles Dickens suffered try-
ing to conjure inspiration for “A
Christmas Carol.”

While Mr. Nalluri’s mini biopic/
fantasy may or may not be based on
fact, I know that, personally, I don’t
particularly enjoy watching a fellow
tradesman, especially one I hold in
such high esteem, anguishing so des-
perately. But even being a bit less
subjective, it behooves noting that
the screenplay by Susan Coyne, based
on the book by Les Standiford, froths
with the clichés generally paraded
out when the subject concerns the
agony and ecstasy of artistic creation.

You know the drill. The artist,
perhaps Schumann or Shubert, or
any of those olden day longhairs, is
stuck for a melody. So, to tempo-
rarily escape the rigors of being a
musical genius, he and his sweetie
take a carriage ride into the country.
Happily, and most serendipitously,
only a little way into the pastoral
retreat our composer hears a bird in
a tree issue a stirring trill. “That’s
it!” he exclaims… the basis of his
next symphony…the one that’ll make
him financially independent. Now
he and Ilsa can be wed. I only hope
he invites the bird to the wedding.

Mr. Nalluri’s take on the creative
process amps up that dramatic plati-
tude to the degree that nary a line of
A Christmas Carol seems to have
originated from good old Charlie
himself, but rather, from the story
within a story that wraps itself around
the plot like ivy around a tree. In the
fall of 1843, hard put to write a
literary hit after three commercial
failures, Mr. Dickens frets. He’s ac-
customed to a rather privileged
lifestyle, has a gaggle of kids to feed,
and yet hasn’t the heart to ask his
wife to economize. Has the muse
forsaken him? Shh. Don’t say
“writer’s block.”

But not to worry. I need a movie to
review this week, and Charles
Dickens, played by Dan Stevens,
must continue pursuing one of the
finest literary careers in history. Thus,
no sooner than you can say Tiny
Tim, the celebrated scribe rolls up
his sleeves and adjusts his brain to

allow any and every possible cir-
cumstance and entity around him to
serve as the root and origin of the
book that will foreseeably right his
belletristic ship. Never mind that he
has no working title, let alone a sub-
ject.

Once that old miser who he over-
hears ranting about decreasing the
surplus population becomes his
Scrooge (Christopher Plummer), ev-
erything else follows. Soon, he imag-
ines the entire dramatis personae of
what will become The Man Who
Invented Christmas making them-
selves at home in his study, each
lobbying for a proper part in his
creation. It gets quite homey, their
intrusive but well-meaning counsel
not too unlike the support Marion
and George Kirby tendered Cosmo
Topper.

It’s kind of cute for a while, the
hyperactive author dashing back and
forth from the realities of his house-
hold to the phantoms and spirits sug-
gesting their ideas for the novel that
he has promised his publisher will be
ready for print just before Christ-
mas. We muse, ‘Oh, so that’s where
that character came from. And here’s
how he got that idea.’ On and on it
goes ad nauseam until the billions of
mental pixels coalesce into a leather
bound copy of A Christmas Carol,
the epiphanic tale essentially mir-
roring the moral lessons Dickens
learns along with Ebenezer.

I don’t think I’d like a bunch of
apparitions rummaging around in my
writing cave, offering their two cents,
not that I couldn’t use the help.
Shamefully, my own notion of how
the creative process works is fraught
with far more supernatural illusions,
which egotistically attribute artistic
talent to some spiritual gift over
which the writer has little say.
Whereas in this film, the fantasy is
that creativity can be engineered,
albeit cobbled together by imagi-
nary souls. Fact is, if anyone could
unearth the secret of imagination,
they’d be knocking out those best
sellers like sausages.

 Granted, director Nalluri’s film
does a decent enough job of estab-
lishing time and place, replete with
the usual atmospheric images of Vic-
torian England, good, bad and ter-
rible. But by parsing and dissecting
A Christmas Carol according to
which specter inspired what, The
Man Who Invented Christmas inad-
vertently implies that Mr. Dickens
had his book ghostwritten.

***
The Man Who Invented Christmas,

rated PG, is a Bleecker Street Media
release directed by Bharat Nalluri
and stars Dan Stevens, Christopher
Plummer and Jonathan Pryce. Run-
ning time: 104 minutes.

Christmas Tree
Removal Offered by
WHS Music Students
WESTFIELD – The yearly Janu-

ary collection by the Westfield High
School (WHS) Band and Choir stu-
dents was oversubscribed last year
and they were forced to close reser-
vations before the deadline.

For just $15, the music students
will remove your tree from the
curbside outside your home on Sat-
urday, January 6 (rain/snowdate Sat-
urday, January 13) and take it to the
Westfield Conservation Center.

To make a reservation, email
whsxmas@gmail.com. Reservations
will not be accepted after Sunday,
December 31 and may have to close
earlier if too many requests are made.

Trees should be placed at the
curbside at the front of your home by
9 a.m. on Saturday, January 6 with
cash or a check (made out to WHS
Music) for $15 attached to the tree or
placed in your mailbox.

This fundraiser supports over 400
Westfield music students in reach-
ing their musical goals throughout
the school year by providing fund-
ing for equipment, clinicians and
performance trips.

Should you have questions regard-
ing this event, contact WHS Band
Director Chris Vitale at (908) 789-
4500, ext. no. 4551.

Crescent Concerts to Present
Yuletide by Candlelight

KIDS CARE CLUB...The School One PTA SOS Committee, along with the Kids
Care Club, hosted a Thanksgiving Food Drive.  With the support of the School One
families and staff, the collection was a huge success. A total of 662 food items were
collected and organized for delivery to the Salvation Army of East Orange. The
students are proud to serve the needs of the surrounding communities and spread
kindness to others.

Open Auditions for
Annie, Jr. in January

STEP UP...Union County Freeholders Christopher Hudak, Linda Carter and
Alexander Mirabella congratulate the recipients of the Susan Hudak Leadership
Award at the 5th annual Union County Student Training and Enrichment
Program (UC STEP) Summit at Kean University in Union. UC STEP is a day-long
summit that invites high school sophomores and juniors from throughout Union
County to participate in hands-on activities focused on leadership, personal
growth, and civic engagement. More than 200 students from 22 high schools in
Union County broke into 11 groups to attend breakout sessions focused on
personal growth and leadership while collaborating with others to work through
the day’s activities. One student from each group received the Susan Hudak
Leadership Award. The recipients include: Thomas Gilmartin from Cranford
High School, Jose Calixto from Cranford High School and Virendra Ghate from
U.C.V.T.S. For more information about UC STEP visit www.ucnj.org/uc-step.

ELIZABETH – The CAU Com-
munity Players will be holding open
auditions for their 2018 production
of Annie, Jr. on Tuesday, January 16,
from 6 to 8 p.m., Thursday, January
18, from 6 to 8 p.m., and Saturday,
January 20, from 10 a.m. to noon,
with callbacks from 1 to 3 p.m. All
auditions will take place in the audi-
torium of Community Access Unlim-
ited (CAU) at 80 West Grand Street in
Elizabeth.

CAU Community Players is a
troupe of actors both with and with-
out developmental disabilities.
Formed in 2012, the troupe allows
CAU members to engage in the plea-
sures of acting, singing and dancing
with people from the wider commu-
nity and to be judged for their talents
rather than disabilities. The produc-
tions also allow individuals without
disabilities to interact with those with
disabilities and build bonds.

CAU is a statewide nonprofit pro-
viding support programs and services
to adults with disabilities as well as
youth served under the Department
of Children and Families (DCF) to
enable them to live independently in
the community, providing supports in
areas including housing, vocational
skills and life-skills training, educa-
tion, advocacy and recreation.

The CAU Community Players
stages a three-day production each
year that draws hundreds. This year
the troupe will be staging Annie, Jr.
based on the comic strip and adapted
from the Tony Award-winning Best
Musical. With equal measures of
pluck and positivity, little orphan

Annie charms everyone's hearts de-
spite a next-to-nothing start in 1930s
New York City.

Annie is determined to find the
parents who abandoned her years ago
on the doorstep of an orphanage run
by the cruel Miss Hannigan. She even-
tually foils Miss Hannigan's evil
machinations and finds a new home
and family in billionaire Daddy
Warbucks and a lovable dog named
Sandy.

Each year the CAU Community
Players select a play that is represen-
tative of the agency's message of in-
clusion, acceptance and believing in
oneself, as well as everyone's worth
regardless of disability. They also
select a play that allows for a large
cast, as no one is turned away from
performing.

"The main song, 'The Sun Will
Come out Tomorrow,' shows that
Annie has the optimism that even if
things don't look good, she'll make it
work," said Marguerite Modero, the
troupe's director. "Our members have
the same tenacity and optimism to
keep trying until they work things
out. And to me CAU is like Daddy
Warbucks, taking care of our mem-
bers to make sure their lives are bet-
tered."

Auditions are open to all members
of the public, including youths and
adults, as well as all members of
Community Access Unlimited. No
registration is required. For more in-
formation about the CAU Commu-
nity Players, visit www.caunj.org and
click on Recreation/CAU Commu-
nity Players.

PLAINFIELD – Crescent Con-
certs presents the 46th annual “Yule-
tide by Candlelight” concert on Sat-
urday, December 16 at 5 p.m. in the
historic Crescent Avenue Presbyte-
rian Church in Plainfield.  This free
concert of anthems and carols is a
holiday gift to the community fea-
turing the renowned Crescent Sing-
ers. Making her debut with the Cres-
cent Singers is conductor Deborah
S. King, who is also the artistic
director of Crescent Concerts and
the Crescent Choral Society. The
singers will be accompanied by
noted pianist and organist, Eric
Olsen.

The theme of this year’s concert

is “A Rose in Winter” with music by
Britten, Rutter, and a host of other
composers known for their Christ-
mas anthems. A special highlight
and tradition of this annual candlelit
concert is audience participation in
singing several of the beloved
Christmas carols of the season.

General admission is free and no
tickets are required. Crescent Av-
enue Presbyterian Church is located
on Watchung Avenue at East Sev-
enth Street in Plainfield. Ample free,
secure parking is available. For
more information, call (908) 756-
2468 or visit
www.crescentconcerts.org for this
concert and upcoming events.

Kean Students Connect
Design to Social Change

UNION –  Robert Busch School of
Design students in Kean University’s
Michael Graves College learned what
it takes to be a successful designer from
one of the best in the business – Geoff
Baldwin, senior design director for in-
ternational design and consulting firm
IDEO.org. Mr. Baldwin conducted his
Design it All workshop, sharing his
experiences as a designer, offering in-
ternship and career advice, and ex-
plaining how design can help bring
about social change.

As an industrial designer, Mr.
Baldwin has worked in a variety of
mediums, including physical products,
digital services and advertising. At
IDEO.org, he guides teams and sup-
ports designers focused on the overlap
between design and social change.

“Our goal as a company is to eradi-
cate poverty,” said Mr. Baldwin. “To do
that you have to design things that can

help change people’s lives.”
Mr. Baldwin presented a series of

guiding principles to the class with
examples of how each manifested into
his professional collaborations with
Code and Theory, Samsung, Kounkuey
Design Initiative, Otter Net and Ford.

“Start with context before content,”
he told the students, something Mr.
Baldwin says he applied in his work in
Kenya with Konkuey Design Initiative.
Together with officials in Nairobi, Mr.
Baldwin and his team used flood data to
design and reimagine the waterways in
the communities surrounding Nairobi
to build flood resilience.

Welcoming presenters like Mr.
Baldwin, who are passionate about
change and the meaning of design, is an
example of the effort Michael Graves
College at Kean University has made to
make architectural and design educa-
tion meaningful to a wider audience.

Wardlaw+Hartridge Student
Enjoys All-State Choir

SCOTCH PLAINS – The third time
proved to be the charm for
Wardlaw+Hartridge senior CJ Stueck.

Having twice qualified for the re-
gional choir, the Scotch Plains resi-
dent was determined to
take it one step higher and
earn selection to the
NJMEA All-State Choir
and perform with the state’s
finest singers. Mission ac-
complished.

CJ recently performed
with the All-State Choir at
two venues – the Atlantic
City Convention Center
and New Jersey Perform-
ing Arts Center.

“It was really cool,” said
CJ, who was among 45 singers in the
Tenor II section. “It was great stand-
ing next to these people who are striv-
ing to be music professionals.

“I really wanted to make All-State
to see if it was a different vibe. Of
course, it’s a higher level and I wanted
to see what it’s like,” he said.

The All-State Choir held a summer
rehearsal and met a few
times in the fall before the
performances. CJ gained
confidence in his ability to
perform at this level after a
few rehearsals and contin-
ued work with his W+H
music teacher, Sharon
Byrne. He especially en-
joyed singing Baba Yetu, a
Swahili adaptation of the
Lord’s Prayer.

“What makes this
achievement really special

is that I continued to work hard to
reach it. It finally paid off and I got a
spot,” CJ said. “I’m always going to
put in the work to be a better singer and
a better actor, but I don’t know where
it’s going to take me at this point.”

CJ Stueck

SALSA Club Conducts
Thanksgiving Drive

SCOTCH PLAINS – For more than
33 years, El Centro Hispano-
Americano, has supported local
Latino families in need. Since 2010,
both Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Spanish Club (SALSA) and
the Spanish Honor Society students
have helped support their holiday ef-
forts. Under the advisory of Ms.
Verlangieri and Ms. Davidzon, re-
spectively, students participated once
again this year in El Centro’s Thanks-
giving Drive.

“I want to extend my sincere grati-
tude to you and your students for food
contributions to make our Thanks-
giving Drive a success; with your
generous donations and others, we
were able to give out 80 turkeys and
fixings to families that otherwise

would not have a Thanksgiving din-
ner,” Executive Director Silvia
Hernandez said.

“On behalf of those 80 families, I
want to thank you for helping us make
a difference and for your continued
support for those who are feeling the
pain of poverty and misfortune,” Ms.
Hernandez continued.

Members of both the SALSA and the
Spanish Honor Society will participate,
again this year, in their popular annual
end of the year party that El Centro
organizes for families in need and will
help collect toys for the children.

SPFHS’s Spanish Honor Society
members also work with El Centro’s
ESL initiative where students volun-
teer on a weekly basis as teacher
assistants.
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The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Nationwide

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Now is the time to experience Lantern Hill for yourself.  

Call 1-800-795-8283 to request your free brochure.
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Celebrate the New Year! 
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Puttin' On the 

Ritz
Puttin' On the 

Ritz
~WITH~ ~& BROADWAY STARS!~
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102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

HOLIDAY SALE

M T W Thurs & F: 10am to 7:30pm

Saturday: 10am to 5:30pm • Sunday: 11am to 4pm

December 1st thru 24th

Holiday Hours:

 30% Off

CDC Shines With Holiday
Classic A Christmas Carol

Celebrate  The New Year Family-
Style With NJFO, Broadway Soloists

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The Cranford Dra-
matic Club (CDC) performs an ex-
cellent production of A Christmas
Carol The Musical. Zachary Love as
Ebeneezer Scrooge and Geovanna
Ayala as Tiny Tim, were particularly
impressive, but the entire cast makes
the performance a production of the
highest expectations.

One night when Scrooge falls asleep
he is visited by three ghosts. Ghost of
Christmas Past, Ghost of Christmas
Present, and Ghost of Christmas Fu-
ture all help scrooge realize the “true
meaning of living.”

Mr. Love embodied the scrooge
character to its fullest. Important to
note, stage direction incorporates
many characters in a short-time pe-
riod or within one night (Scrooge
time). Many songs were incorporated

creating an enormous range-of-emo-
tions and often one emotion would
counter the other on a dime-drop. The
quick emotional transitions are a hard
feat for a performer to execute with
realism while accounting for all the
performance activity.

The audience was taken along on
Scrooge’s emotional roller coaster as
he relived his horrible childhood, saw
his misdoings and greed, and came to
realizations in nostalgia.

Mr. Love executed all his lines with
a convincing display for each emo-
tion. Transferring fear into anger, con-
fusion to vulnerability, while going
from anger to a realization. Mr. Love
did not even miss a face squint not
aligning with what the character
should be feeling.

 James W. Baker, as Jacob Marley,
the first to visit Mr. Scrooge, pro-
vided wonderful comedic relief for

accounting for what would be impos-
sible to display on stage. For instance
Mr. Marley, after scaring Mr. Scrooge,
had to disappear into a fog and fade
away with an echoing voice. Mr.
Marley slowly disappearing was done
in a way that made the audience laugh,
yet was not cheesy.

Constant chorus both alleviated
Scrooge’s highest stress moments and
added to them. The supporting cast
switching into many different cos-
tumes, dance movements, songs, and
characters added a beautiful and enter-
taining chaos. Never once would an
attendee wonder when intermission
was or what the runtime may be. Credit
should be given to a well-rounded and
committed supporting cast.

Ms. Ayala, playing Tiny Tim, may
have stole the show. The seven-year-
old impressed crossing a gender-bar-
rier by playing a male role. Doing so
to the point there would be no ques-
tion because she acted so well. Ms.
Ayala is surely on her way to Broad-
way productions.

Ms. Ayala “innocence” transposes
Scrooge’s greed perfectly. The timid
portrayal even in Ms. Ayala’s expres-
sions throughout bolstered her char-
acters development and impact. Enor-
mous credit goes to this young per-
former outshining so many perform-
ers with years more experience.

Her final line “God bless us all” got
resounding applause from the audience
who gave a louder and louder applause
for each performer regardless of plot
relevance. An indicator the perfor-
mances were sold out for a reason.

The show continues tonight, Thurs-
day, December 14, at 7:30 p.m.; Fri-
day, December 15 at 7:30 p.m. and
Saturday, December 16 at 1:30 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m.

Washington School Show
Set for Jan. Performance

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, De-
cember 31, at 7 p.m., under the baton
of Maestro David Wroe, New Jersey
Festival Orchestra will again present
one of New Jersey’s most popular
New Year’s Eve musical celebrations.
This year’s performance, “Puttin’on
the Ritz,” promises a superb review
of American stage, screen and televi-
sion musicals that will be appreciated
by young and not-so-young alike.

The concert is the  'perfect storm' of
celebratory, popular music and great
stars from the Broadway stage in a
casual yet accessible venue. With
special discount tickets for kids un-
der 18, a 7 p.m. start, and a conve-
nient Westfield High School location
with ample parking, the concert is a
perfect beginning to New Year’s Eve
revels for the entire family.

“The line-up of this year’s program

reads like a Who's Who of the best of
American musical theater,” said Mae-
stro Wroe. “It’s a chance for adults to
reminisce to songs they all know, for
kids to learn more about and enjoy
some of the most exciting characters
to grace the stage and screen, and for
us all to revel in the genius of
America’s finest composers.”

This year’s performance features
guest vocalists direct from the Broad-
way stage and beyond: sopranos
Marissa McGowan (Broadway A
Little Night Music, Les Mis, Bonnie
and Clyde) and Hannah Shankman
(Broadway Les Mis, Wicked), tenors
Michael Mendez (Broadway
Chaplin), and Adam Monley (Broad-
way Les Mis).

“The fun of this program comes
from the interaction of our guest art-
ists and orchestra as well as the great
repertoire. It’s music that calls for
dramatic interpretation, drawing co-
medic, heart breaking, passionate, and
exhilarating performances from all,”
continued Maestro Wroe.

The New Year’s Eve celebration,
eagerly anticipated by much of cen-
tral New Jersey, has been made pos-
sible through the generous sponsor-
ship of The New Jersey State Council
on the Arts and The Westfield Foun-
dation.

Tickets are $42, $56 and $70, with
a special discount price of only $15
for kids under 18, and may be pur-
chased on line
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or by
calling the NJFO box office at (908)
232-9400.

WESTFIELD – The Washington
School Show is returning this Janu-
ary. Not only is the show written by a
parent, it’s also directed, choreo-
graphed, produced and performed
solely by parents, with the exception
of the ever-popular teachers’ dance
number. This family-friendly musi-
cal is the PTO’s largest fundraiser
each year, raising funds for resources
in the classrooms, teacher grants,
school enhancements and additional
programs to enrich the educational
environment for the school’s 300 plus
students.

In this year’s show; Superstorm Daisy
has hit Westfield, destroying all the
gaga pits and damaging downtown. In
an effort to rebuild, the community has
modeled a fundraiser after the success-
ful Washington School Show: The Show
of Shows. Believing “people will come”
from all over New Jersey to see The

Show of Shows, the community seeks
to raise the funds needed to rebuild
downtown, and of course, the gaga pits.
But with a tremendous script from au-
thors Muck and Mire, director Phillipe
O’Leary conspires with his sinister
agents, Laura and Brian, to steal the
rights to the script. With plans to sell the
script to the highest bidder, Phillipe
dreams of finally “making it big” on
Broadway before a change of heart sets
him straight. But when Phillipe tries to
get Muck and Mire’s script back, he
discovers that it may be too late. Phillipe
is without hope for solving his dilemma,
until an unexpected hero appears.

But is it too late?
Performances are Saturday, Janu-

ary 13 at 1:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. at
Westfield High School, 550 Dorian
Road, Westfield.  Tickets are $13.50
and can be purchased from https://
wes.booktix.com/

A CHRISTMAS CLASSIC...A Carol Christmas continues tonight, Thursday, December 14, at 7:30 p.m.; Friday, December
15 at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday, December 16 at 1:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. at The Cranford Dramatic Club, 78 Winans Avenue,
Cranford.



Choose Well to Live Well
Choose Well To Live Well Empowering Conversations for Seniors

Join us for inspiring conversations about how the choices you make today will determine  
how well you live in the future.

Wednesdays - Jan 3, 10, 17 & 24  |  1–2:30 p.m.
Mosaico - 1072 US 22 Mountainside, NJ 07092

Wednesday, January 3  
Stay at Home or Move to Senior Living-What is Best for You? 
Presenter: Lucille H. Deutsch, CALA, CMC
Learn about the benefits and challenges of living at home as you age and your needs change verses a move  
to a senior living community. We will explore evidence and examples from leaders in senior living.

Wednesday, January 10
Getting Prepared for the Conversation with Your Know-It-All Relatives
Presenter: Lucille H. Deutsch, CALA, CMC
Yikes! I thought the days of tough talks with my kids were over. Get prepared for “The Conversation”  
with your adult children. Learn all the questions to ask before the kids or other helpful relatives want to  
get involved. 

Wednesday, January 17
Preparing and Organizing the Most Important Documents of Your Life
Presenter: Lucille H. Deutsch, CALA, CMC
What are the four most important documents everyone must prepare and when will you need to  
produce them?

Wednesday, January 24
Financing the Next Chapter? Home Care or Senior Living
Presenter: Eric Goldberg, Certified Elder Law Attorney
This is an opportunity to ask an elder law attorney questions about how to close the gap in financing your 
choices of living at home or moving into a senior living community. We will explore various funding sources 
and how you can protect your resources.

Appetizers and refreshments will be provided.
To RSVP, please call 908-760-0599 or email mariaowens@arborcompany.com.

ArborMountainside.com
 908-760-0599
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

New faces may be stepping on
the mat at the varsity level for
this year’s Cranford Cougars but
these faces are no strangers to
the wrestling mat experiences.
Competing at the JV level behind
a very talented senior class that
qualified five for the NJSIAA Tour-
nament in Atlantic City a number
of Cougars have been waiting in
the wings and now it will be their
turn.

“I think a lot of people think we
will probably fall off but the kids
who are stepping into the new
open spots have been training
with those guys for years. No one
is new to the way we train. Even
the freshmen coming up came
through our program in PAL, so I
think these kids are hungry to
show that it is their time,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Pat Gorman said.

Five of those graduating se-
niors also completed their wres-
tling careers with 100 or more
victories in what could be said
was a banner season that earned
them a North 2, Group 3 champi-
onship and a 21-1 record, tying a
CHS record for most wins, so the
new faces on the mat have some-
thing to shoot for.

“We had a great year out of
camp. These kids really stepped
up and they started wrestling
bigger. No one is in the spotlight
right now. There’s no superstars.
It’s just a team full of kids who
are hungry for the same thing.
They want to get out there and
keep this Cranford tradition
alive,” Coach Gorman said.

The most seasoned veteran is
four-year varsity man, Dylan
Budink, who placed fifth at the
Bethlehem Catholic Classic, third
in the Union County Tournament
(UCT), second in the district and
finished 23-13 at 195-lbs. He will

compete at the same weight.
“He had a good year last year.

I think he can take it further. He’s
had that body size so long, he’s
got to be used to it by now. He
wants to do football in college.
His heart is in football but he
comes in here every day and

works hard with the coaches. I’m
looking at him being one of our
leaders on the mat, off the mat.
He’s been there four years. He’s
been on the team when we were
battling for a section title. He’s
been down that road,” Coach

Gorman pointed out.
Junior AJ Bencivenga, who

placed third in the UCT at 145-lbs
last year, was used at various
spots for the sake of the team.
Now he has grown into a weight
class he can call his own and it
will be at 145-lbs.

“AJ has never wrestled at a
weight where he should have
been because of the kids that
were around him. He’s that guy
who is a team player who went

out and wrestled two weight
classes above every year and
battled for us. Now this year he’s
at a weight where he feels com-
fortable. I expect him to be bat-
tling for a spot on the podium at
AC,” Coach Gorman said.

Another indi-
vidual, junior
Matt Doran,
was also a
team player
last year. He is
expected to
compete at
160-lbs.

“We stuck
him in a lot,
Unfortunately
s o m e t i m e s
you got to put
those guys in
a spot where
they are going
up against a
bigger guy,
stronger guy
or someone
whose got a
little more tal-
ent and they
go out there
and battle for
the team. This
year he’s go-
ing to be in a
spot on his

own and he should be competing
this year,” said Coach Gorman.
“I look for those guys to spend a
little more time in the limelight
this year.”

Junior Conor Halpin, who will
be at 138-lbs, placed fourth in
the UCT, second in the district
and finished 22-16 at 126-lbs.

“Halpin’s been scrappy. He has
the potential to be the next 100
winner. It’s kind of unassuming
because of all those other guys
who were around as he was com-
ing up. This is his junior year.

He’s put the time in every year.
He could be down at AC scrap-
ping for a spot,” Coach Gorman
expressed.

Another athlete, who bounced
around the classes for the sake
of the team is Dean Smith, who
will now compete at 132-lbs.

“The new guy to the lineup is
Dean Smith, who we used in the
past and he’s come up with big
wins when we’ve thrown him out
there. He put in a lot of time in
the offseason. Dean, Halpin, AJ!
I am expecting big things from
those guys right in a row,” Coach
Gorman said.

Sophomore Pat Kalnins, who
wrestled 106-lbs, has moved up
to 113-lbs and freshman Jimmy
Gluck is expected to fill the 106-lb
slot. Senior Jake Quinn will be at
120-lbs and senior Albert DeChillo,
along with freshman Luke
DiGiovanni, will be at 126-lbs.
Sophomore Evan Kanterman has
zoomed to the 152-lb slot. Juniors
Zach Blevins and Dan Swanson
will vie for the 170-lb slot and
sophomore Justin Alpaugh-McLain
will be at 182-lbs.

The upper three weights con-
sist of three rugged football
standouts, which includes Budnik
at 195-lbs, and juniors Rob
Schork (220-lbs) and Matt Savino
(285-lbs)

“We have more younger kids
that we’ve had in the past. We do
have a lot of juniors but the room
itself is pretty young. Most people
may think it’s over but it’s excit-
ing. It’s kind of like a rebirth.
Now we have all these new faces
in here. Now let’s see if they get
to that next level,” challenged
Coach Gorman.

The Cougars will open their sea-
son at the Garden State Classic
at Franklin High School in
Somerset this Saturday, Decem-
ber 16, at 10 p.m.

DYLAN BUDNIK, A.J.  BENCIVENGA, CONOR HALPIN, DEAN SMITH ARE LOOKING STRONG

Cougars Present New Faces, Not Strangers to Wrestling Mat

David B. Corbin (February 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FOUR-YEAR VARSITY...Cougar Dylan Budnik, right, a four-year varsity wrestler, will compete at
the 195-lb class this season. Budnik took second in the district and finished 23-13.

Story also on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Hartz Mountain
Industries LLC has adjourned its
application before the planning
board to rezone 750 Walnut Av-
enue to Wednesday, February
21, 2018.

Hartz has proposed to make
the 30.5-acre parcel a residen-
tial zone where currently it is
zoned for commercial use.

Hartz had presented redevel-
opment plans to the township
committee for a multi-building

complex containing 905 multi-
family units, including low- and
moderate-income housing, pools
and a community room.

“When would be the right time
to ask for an environmental im-
pact study?” board member Dan
Aschenbach asked. Board Attor-
ney Mark Rothman said the board
could broach that during the hear-
ing.

Mr. Rothman said Hartz has
already filed its application with
the municipality and it is deemed
complete.

Hyatt Hills Gold Complex lo-
cated adjacent to 750 Walnut
Avenue is a brownfields site with
monitoring wells on the Hyatt
site to monitor the groundwater.
There also are monitoring wells
at 750 Walnut Avenue, accord-
ing to Mr. Aschenbach.

Mr. Aschenbach believes an en-
vironmental impact study should
be done prior to an application
being heard, he told The Westfield
Leader. “But I believe the con-
clusions of such a study will help
in ruling this issue in or out,” he
said.

During public comment, Arling-
ton Road resident Rita LaBrutto,
also a former planning board
member, said she had concerns
about the transparency of the
planning board. “The Open Pub-
lic Meetings Act says your agenda
should specify what you will be
voting on or discussing,” Ms.
LaBrutto said.

The planning board voted on
November 21 to recommend to
the township committee that
215-235 Birchwood Avenue be
deemed an area in need of rede-
velopment, without having the
item on the agenda, she said.
“It’s a big item for the town,” Ms.
LaBrutto said. “A grave disap-
pointment for anybody who has
been following this since 2008,
that the planning board failed to
put it on the agenda,” she said.
“It is really shameful.”

The board had placed on its
agenda posted in the town hall
on Monday that it was to present
a study on making a portion of
North Avenue in the downtown a
redevelopment zone, Ms.
LaBrutto said, but then was later
removed. She said the public
had not been given the 10-day
notice that the Act requires.

Mr. Rothman said the board
has proposed to have the study

Spirit of Giving Brings
Back Christmas Lights

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The holiday spirit
of giving is upon us as NJ Transit
has decided to have a change of
heart and allow the township to
hang its lighted garland on the
train trestle in the downtown
without imposing a fee.

“Based on the information we
have, it appears we will be able
to put the lights on the trestle
next week, thanks to Christina
Hinke,” Mayor Thomas Hannen,
Jr. told The Westfield Leader last
Wednesday evening.

NJ Transit also will accept the
township’s Joint Insurance Fund’s
wording as is, Mayor Hannen said.

As of Tuesday, Department of
Public Works (DPW) employees
have hung the Christmas deco-
rations, and Cranford appears
just as festive as it always has
during the December Christmas
season.

During a conversation Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) had with New Jersey
Department of Transportation

Commissioner Richard Hammer,
Asm. Bramnick told The Leader
he had discovered that NJ Tran-
sit was supposed to allow mu-
nicipalities to hang holiday lights
on the train trestle without being
charged a fee.

Municipalities that wish to hang
holiday lights on NJ Transit prop-
erty are to contact NJ Transit in
advance of installing the lights in
order for arrangements to be
made to have an NJ Transit su-
pervisor on site while the lights
are being hung, Asm. Bramnick
told The Leader.

NJ Transit also had informed
Garwood that three DPW work-
ers would be required to attend a
full-day seminar regarding in-
stallation of the lights.

Cranford DPW personnel had
taken the seminar some years
ago and are authorized to hang
the lights, Cranford Town Ad-
ministrator Terence Wall told The
Leader.

Calls to Garwood officials were
not returned in time for the press
deadline.

Council Debates Bond
Ord. for Playground

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough
council approved on second read-
ing a bond ordinance Tuesday
night authorizing $160,000 to be
set aside to make various im-
provements to the Hartman Park
playground. The ordinance es-
tablishes the borough’s eligibil-
ity for a Union County grant. The
borough will have to pay at least
50 percent of the matching grant.
Both Councilman Joseph Sarno
and Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
voted no on the ordinance ap-
proval.

Mr. Sarno and Ms. Cuccaro said
they believe the project could
have been budgeted in a “finan-
cially prudent way that would not
increase each resident’s taxes.”
The projected tax increase would
be $7 annually per household,
stated Council President Sara
Todisco.

At a previous council meeting,
Ms. Cuccaro stated each
resident’s tax liability would in-
crease or current revenue would
not fund projects benefiting ev-
ery community member; one
example given was road repair.

Various members of the com-
munity spoke on the project be-
ing a financially prudent priority
or expense.

Planning board member Bill
Nierstedt utilized an imaginary
depiction of a “capitalistic soci-
ety” where no individual contrib-
uted to a communal good. The
depiction was a response to Ms.
Cuccaro’s statements against
fully renovating the park.

“Let’s stop this wasteful spend-
ing and have every property
owner be responsible for the por-
tion of the road in front of their
property. What illogical capital-
istic thinking,” said Mr. Nierstedt
in depicting a world where resi-
dents only paid for community

items they use.
“I am not against the children.

We could have done it (the park
revitalization) in two steps,” Ms.
Cuccaro responded.

Ms. Cuccaro stated her 17-year-
old car is maintained by fixing
key elements, not necessarily
redoing the entire car each time
something breaks. Mr. Sarno
agreed with Ms. Cuccaro’s 17-
year-old car analogy. The anal-
ogy suggests there is a precise
manner to keeping up something.

Ms. Todisco said the borough
has put off applying for previous
grants because money was allo-
cated elsewhere in prior years.
Many towns install rubber play-
ground floors which cost “10
times more” than woodchips,
while the borough chose
woodchips, said Ms. Todisco in
citing the “prudent or respon-
sible” measures the council’s fi-
nance committee took when per-
forming cost-benefit analysis for
the project.

“Ms. Cuccaro, I earnestly be-
lieve that you are sick and tired
of older people in town, often
living off a fixed income, getting
a raw deal. I agree with you. We
bought into this town to live in a
place that we have pride in. A
revitalized park adds pride,” said
resident Mike Callahan.

Mr. Callahan stated that he
agrees with Mr. Sarno’s and Ms.
Cuccaro’s respect for all resi-
dents’ interests and that he val-
ues both council members’ pru-
dence. However, the park is pru-
dent for the borough as a com-
munity, especially for residents
who want to start a family, Mr.
Callahan said.

The finance committee created
a capital planning priority sched-
ule for the fiscal years 2018 to
2022. The outline includes ex-
pected capital item requests

Hartz Mountain Adjourns Application
Until February 21, 2018 Meeting

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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presented at its next meeting on
Wednesday, December 20. The
study will not yet be made avail-
able to the public, Mr. Rothman
said, and it is not yet determined
to be on the December 20 agenda
because “it is not yet final.”

“It is something we haven’t
even seen yet,” Board Vice-Presi-
dent Bobbi Anderson said.

“If a draft is made available as
a draft to the board on December
20, it should be made available
to the public,” Ms. LaBrutto told
Mr. Aschenbach.

“I think that is true,” Mr.
Aschenbach responded.

The Downtown Management
Corporation (DMC) has held strat-
egy meetings, she said, where
the DMC has suggested allowing
a fourth story in the downtown.
Ms. LaBrutto said she is not a
proponent of having a fourth story
permitted in the downtown in the
zoning laws because it can add to

traffic congestion, impact park-
ing availability and could add
children to the schools.

“I don’t see it as a permitted
use on Springfield Avenue across
from the municipal building. I
think it has its place, such as
across from the railroad,” she
said.

“One of the thoughts is to have
additional affordable housing in
the downtown, which makes
sense,” Mr. Aschenbach said.

made by borough department
heads. An approximate dollar
amount for each item is listed
when possible, stated Ms. Todisco
in her report as finance commit-
tee chairwoman.

“This by no means ties any
council or committee to agreeing
to anything, but provides a frame-
work from which to build,” Ms.
Todisco said.

The council approved an ordi-
nance adopting the South Av-
enue II redevelopment plan. Both
Councilwoman Cuccaro and
Councilman Sarno voted no on
approving the ordinance. The
plan will be reviewed at tonight’s
planning board meeting, which
begins at 7:30 p.m.

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford High
School (CHS) Principal Mark
Cantagallo shined a spotlight on
the many successes of CHS Mon-
day night at the regular monthly
board of education meeting.

CHS students stood before the
board and presented a summary
of accomplishments by students
in various areas. National Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) Scholar
Meg Cui told the board, “what
has really allowed me to become
a National Advanced Placement
Scholar is the great programs
that we have in Cranford.”

There are 11 National AP Schol-
ars, 62 AP Scholars with Distinc-
tion, 24 AP Scholars with Honors
and 58 AP Scholars in the dis-
trict.

Pria McNeil, speaking on behalf
of the music program, told the
board, “Through choir there is a
lot of community and profes-
sionalism we are taught, and time
management.”

In January the CHS Concert
Choir presented a solo perfor-
mance at Carnegie Hall in New
York City. Additionally, 15 CHS
students were accepted into the
New Jersey All-State Choruses,
while 17 students were selected
for the American Choral Direc-
tors’ Association All-Eastern
Honor Choirs.

Kelly McMahon, representing
the CHS Theatre Department,
told the board that being a part
of the Acting Academy has helped
her become comfortable with
public speaking, has exposed her
to different histories and cul-
tures, has taught her to think on
her feet and has improved her
vocabulary.

The CHS theater productions
were recognized with 12 nomi-
nations and two awards at the

Montclair Theatre Night Awards
Program in 2017.

Mikos Panagakos, represent-
ing the mathematics department
and talking about being on the
Webmaster team, told the board,
“It is a class I think I will never
forget.”

A CHS student from the team
received Honorable Mention for
the second straight year for the
National Center for Women and
Informational Technology Award
for Aspirations in Computing.

Additionally, CHS received a
grant from the Cranford Fund for
Educational Excellence to pur-
chase a 3D printer.

Jeremy Hunt, speaking on be-
half of the business department
about the NJ DECA Program, told
the board being a part of the
program helped him find his pas-
sion and determine his major for
college.

Eighty-eight CHS students par-
ticipated in the NJ DECA Re-
gional Conference at Kean Uni-
versity and 35 of those students
placed among the top 10 in their
respective events. Four of those
students qualified to compete in
California and one student won
an instructional award.

In other board business, the
board accepted the comprehen-
sive financial annual report for
the fiscal year ending June 30,
2017, as submitted by Hodulik &
Morrison P.A. There were no rec-
ommendations for the district.

A synopsis of the audit is avail-
able for public viewing and will
be submitted to the executive
county superintendent of schools.
Questions about the report will
be taken at the meeting on Mon-
day, January 8.

Business Administrator Robert
Carfagno told the board, “we are
right at where the Department of
Education wants you to be.”

Legal Newspaper for Union CountyLegal Newspaper for Union CountyLegal Newspaper for Union CountyLegal Newspaper for Union CountyLegal Newspaper for Union County, Cranfor, Cranfor, Cranfor, Cranfor, Cranforddddd

Council Debates Bond

Hartz Mt. Adjourns Application Accolades Offered for CHS Achievements
Mr. Carfagno went on to ex-

plain that the Department of Edu-
cation wants each district to have
a 2-percent surplus, which he
described as “money that is not
earmarked for anything.”

“Right now we’re at 2.15 per-
cent,” Mr. Carfagno told the
board.

The board of education ap-
proved a fee-based full-day kin-
dergarten pilot program again
this year at an annual tuition rate
of $6,800 for each enrolled stu-
dent. The program will consist of
two classes, with a minimum of
20 and a maximum of 21 stu-
dents per class, to be deter-
mined by a lottery system.

The board authorized the sub-
mission of an amendment to the
Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation ACT (ESEA) combined grant
application for fiscal year 2018.
The amended total is $160,722
and will include an allocation of
$4,104 for the local non-public
schools within the district.

Additionally, the board autho-
rized the submission of an amend-
ment to the Individuals with Dis-
abilities Education Act (IDEA) of
2004 combined grant for fiscal
year 2018. The amended total is
$868,260 and will include an allo-
cation of $12,376 for local non-
public schools within the district.

Garwood Knights
Holding Toy Drive

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus are con-
ducting a toy drive through De-
cember.

Donations of brand-new, un-
wrapped toys on behalf of St.
Joseph Social Service Center in
Elizabeth can be dropped off from
4 to 6 p.m. weekdays, and after
1 p.m. on Sundays, at the Knights’
Council Hall, located at 37 South
Avenue, Garwood. Parking is
available behind the building off
Willow Avenue (turn at Pet Sup-
plies Plus). Visitors are asked to
use the side-door entrance.

Monetary donations may be
made payable to: “The Garwood
K of C Toy Drive,” Attention:
Keith Gallagher.

The Knights request that no
toys depicting violence, guns,
dolls exploiting women or old
stuffed animals be donated. For
more information, call the Knights
at (908) 789-9809 after 4 p.m.
or Keith Gallagher at (908) 789-
0931.

More information on St. Joseph
Social Service Center is available
at YouTube “Homeless in Eliza-
beth,” parts one and two, or by
visiting sjeliz.org.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — At Monday’s
meeting, applicant Marcy and
Mark Kielczynski were approved
by the zoning board of adjust-
ment for a hot tub installation
at 40 Georgia Street. Ms.
Kielczynski applied for the vari-
ance because the hot tub is less
than the required minimum dis-
tance to the principle dwelling.
The hot tub will be installed in
their rear yard.

A hot tub in compliance with
existing ordinances should be
ten feet from the dwelling and
15 feet from neighboring prop-

erties. Ms. Kielczynski’s tub will
be one foot from the residence
and 15 feet from a neighboring
property.

Ms. Kielcynski said the hot tub
will be on an already developed
concrete patio, not increasing
open-land (impervious) cover-
age. The hot tub will be por-
table with placing it 10 feet
from the home not possible
because of an already existing
pool.

“The yard is already fenced
in?” questioned Zoning Board
Chairman Ronald Marotta.

Ms. Kielczynski confirmed the
property was already fenced.

Zoning board member Chuck
Higgins stated his one concern
would be teenagers may jump
off the roof and injure them-
selves, but agreed the situation
would not be possible if the hot
tub was covered.

“I think the hearing was fair
and reasonable,” Ms. Kielczynski
said.

“The application process to get
approved for relief is a lengthy
one. However, it is reasonable
given the town wants everyone
to be safe,” stated Ms.
Kielczynski told to The Westfield
Leader and The Times after the
hearing.

Panelists to Offer Guidelines
On Handling Dual Holidays
CRANFORD — The Sisterhood

of Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim
will offer a presentation on Tues-
day, December 19, on how to
manage the two holidays of
Christmas and Chanukah. It will
begin at 8 p.m. and will be held at
the temple.

For their new program, entitled
“Sharing Our Lights,” the Sister-
hood invites the temple commu-
nity and the general public to
join them for a panel discussion
of women, all on diverse life jour-
neys, as they discuss their own
approaches to Chanukah and
Christmas within their family unit
and the larger secular environ-
ment.

Within the multi-faith world,
there are numerous life sce-
narios. Among them are indi-
viduals who are a Jew-by-choice,
converted and raising Jewish
children in a Jewish home with a
non-Jewish side of the family;
grandparents whose child is in
an interfaith marriage with
grandchildren being raised in two
religions; a Jewish partner mar-

ried to a non-Jewish partner rais-
ing Jewish children, and a grand-
parent whose Jewish child is rais-
ing children in a non-Jewish en-
vironment.

Varying perspectives will in-
clude strategies, concerns and
celebrations that are inclusive
and welcoming to family and
friends.

Men and women are welcome.
The panel presentation will be
followed by discussion and a
question-and-answer session.
Dairy refreshments will be
served.

Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim
is located at 338 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. There is no charge to
attend and the program is open
to the public.

Celebrating 100 years, Temple
Beth-El Mekor Chayim is a con-
servative, egalitarian synagogue.
It welcomes singles, couples,
families, interfaith families and
anyone exploring Judaism. For
more information, contact the
temple administrator at (908)
276-9231 or office@TBEMC.org.

Calvary Lutheran Invites
All to Celebrate Christmas

CRANFORD — The Calvary
Lutheran Church invites mem-
bers of the community to cel-
ebrate the birth of the Christ
child with three different worship
opportunities on Christmas Eve
and worship on Christmas Day.

Calvary’s Children’s Service will
start at 5 p.m. on Sunday, De-
cember 24, Christmas Eve. It
features a simple telling of the
birth of Jesus and the singing of
carols. This opportunity for wor-
ship and fellowship is especially
geared towards families with
young children and usually lasts
for 30 to 45 minutes.

The Family Service begins that
evening at 7 p.m. Youth partici-
pants will tell the Christmas Story
at this service, which also includes
carols and Holy Communion. This
service usually lasts for an hour.

The church’s Candlelight Ser-
vice starts at 10 p.m. Christmas
Eve and usually lasts for an hour.
This service celebrates the birth
of Jesus with choral and instru-
mental music, as well as Holy
Communion.

On Monday, December 25,
Christmas Day, the community
is invited to join the Calvary con-
gregation for a service at 9:30
a.m. to welcome Jesus, who came
“to give light to those who sit in
darkness and in the shadow of
death, to guide our feet into the
way of peace.” (Luke 1:79).

Calvary Lutheran Church wor-
ships every Sunday, at 9:30 a.m.,
in the sanctuary. All are wel-
come, no matter where they are
on their faith journey or in their
relationship with God.

Calvary Lutheran Church is lo-
cated at 108 Eastman Street,
Cranford. For more information
about the congregation, call the
office at (908) 276-2418 or go to
calvarycranford.com.

CRANFORD — The College
Women’s Club of Cranford in-
vites members of the community
to “Color Cranford” with the pur-
chase of a new coloring book the
club is offering as a fundraiser for
the organization.

Through the coloring book, pur-
chasers will have an opportunity
to “take a stroll” through the
picturesque suburban town of
Cranford nestled on the Rahway
River. The book also will allow
users to bring to life with color
the township’s schools, houses
of worship, lush parks, private
residences and the downtown
with its array of international
restaurants and unique shops.

This coloring book was created
by the members of the College
Women’s Club of Cranford, a non-
profit 501(c)(3) organization
founded in 1932, as a fundraiser
for college scholarships awarded
to graduating high-school seniors
residing in Cranford. All proceeds
will fund scholarships.

In addition to financing schol-

arships beyond the secondary
level, the club’s mission is to
provide information regarding
local, educational and civic is-
sues to its members and the
general public.

The coloring book is available
from all College Club members
and also may be purchased at
Perrotti’s Quality Meats, the
Cranford Public Library and Sim-
ply. Anyone wishing to purchase
a book also may call Club Presi-
dent Janet Collins at (908) 653-
1452. The cost is $10.

Anyone interested in joining the
club and supporting the quest for
secondary education of youth in
the community is invited to at-
tend one of the club’s general
meetings, held from October
through May, or to e-mail
CranfordCollegeClub@gmail.com.
Those preferring to send a dona-
tion to support the organization’s
goals may mail a check made
payable to College Women’s Club
of Cranford to P.O. Box 1677,
Cranford, N.J. 07016.
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