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It’s your Library … make the most of it 

  
Open to WML and MURAL    

cardholders. Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click on the 

Calendar link, or call 
908.789.4090 option 0. It’s your Library … make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

Do you love the Beatles? 

At the Westfield Memorial Library 

This talk by rock historian Vince Bruno focuses on the continu-

ing highlights of the “solo” post-Beatles careers of John, Paul, 

George, and Ringo. Learn how they established themselves as 

solo artists and how they collaborated on solo projects. You’ll 

have fun and learn things you never knew before.  

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Jack Reacher: Never Go Back
Doesn’t Quite Grab You

2 & ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

It is what it is.
I contemplated saving approxi-

mately 805 words by simply having
the above overworked phrase stand
as my review of director Edward
Zwick’s Jack Reacher: Never Go
Back. However, despite its relatively
appropriate description of this ac-
tion-thriller starring Tom Cruise as
the title maverick, fear of a random
audit by the American Film Critics
Oversight Committee induced me to
proceed with the usual study in tor-
tured prose that follows.

In this second film based on the
character developed by novelist Lee
Child, the ex-military police major-
turned-vigilante once again fights for
truth, justice and the American
way...in his very own way. Expect the
usual array of Benedict Arnolds, in-
nocent victims, hidden agendas, lots
of derring-do and, of course, the most
despicable of villains. He just may be
as formidable a juggernaut as our
knight in jeans and ubiquitous t-shirt.

But it’s the further honing of Jack’s
iconoclastic, lone wolf image and
the hope that we might get a peek
into his enigmatic character’s soul
that are the film’s primary allure.
Not that we really want to know.
That might spoil it. For it is a literary
tradition to be entranced by the mys-
terious stranger…someone who must
work from outside our fallible sys-
tem to correct our foibles and wreak
vengeance on our enemies. When, at
the end of his courageous interven-
tion, the hero rides off into the sun-
set, we are actually being rhetorical
when we ask, “Who was that
stranger?”

Still, there is an eloquent diver-
sion from the jaded norm when Jack
Reacher comes into town courtesy
of a hitchhiker’s thumb that symbol-
izes his independence. Hmm, we
fantasize….must be great…no mort-
gage, college loans, lying contrac-
tors or expensive car repairs and, for
the most part, no obligations. That
is, unless a suddenly inserted sub-
plot in your life suggests that some-
where along your shadowy travels
you spawned a child.

While the chief purpose of Mr.
Reacher’s visit to a military base is
to thank a pretty confederate, upon
his arrival it becomes apparent that
things aren’t only rotten in Denmark.
Cobie Smulders’s Major Turner, the
lady pal who helped him on his last
covert foray in the name of righ-
teousness and virtue, has been ar-
rested on the charge of espionage.
Oh, and by the way, notes the fishy
commanding officer who relays that
bad news, a paternity suit has been

filed against Jack.
Congratulations…it’s a girl.

Of course, quicker than you can say
Jack Reacher, our boy seeks out the
result of his alleged assignation some
fifteen years ago. Doing the gumshoe
thing, he follows her until, alas, the
street-smart teenager ducks to the side
of a convenience store and, turning
the tables on him, asks why he’s stalk-
ing her. He comes clean and, courtesy
of the normal amount of script con-
trivances, the possible daughter is
soon inextricably embroiled in the
possible dad’s sleuthing. So it’s Jack,
Major Turner and the upstart against
the unknown cabal.

Naturally, the kid takes to the gam-
bit with alacrity, causing Jack to won-
der if Samantha, astutely played by
Danika Yarosh, mightn’t be a chip off
the old block. He gets all paternal.
Well, as paternal as a hermit righter of
wrongs can be. Ooh, maybe now is
the chance get a look into the inner
sanctums of his psyche. The big ques-
tion looms: Is this child of a dope-
addicted prostitute really his off-
spring? As they drag it out, we have to
ask, “Why don’t they just do a DNA
test?” Then again, it’s not easy stop-
ping off at the lab when the bad guys
are breathing down your neck.

It’s doubly impractical if the chief
heavy is someone as obsessively de-
termined as Patrick Heusinger’s ren-
dering of the type. Identified in the
credits simply as The Hunter, he’s
like the snake that keeps moving even
without its head. Possessing that
single-minded, zombie-like resolve,
surely he’d pursue his nefarious wick-
edness even if he weren’t paid to do
so by those greedy, conspiratorial
powers that be. All of which confirms
the theorem that your hero is only as
great as your evildoer is vile.

Because the troika of uninspired
screenwriters couldn’t avail them-
selves of any help from O. Henry, the
story remains fairly typical of its genre,
with a bunch of needless convolu-
tions making it a long way to go for
far too few surprises. Hence, even if
like me you’re not good at figuring
these things out, rest assured you kind
of know where this is going, right
down to the big showdown.

But then, unless this is your first
rodeo, you don’t see this film for its
artistic appeal, but rather for the dare-
devil action and the central figure’s
pluck, both of which are present in
fine fettle. In short, considerably out
of grasp of a more creative screen-
play, “Jack Reacher: Never Go Back”
is what it is… more or less.

***
Jack Reacher: Never Go Back,

rated PG-13, is a Paramount Pictures
release directed by Edward Zwick
and stars Tom Cruise, Cobie Smulders
and Danika Yarosh. Running time:
118 minutes

Food Drive Planned in
Scotch Plains

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Bearded
Barber in Scotch Plains is once again
partnering with Move For Hunger, a
national non-profit organization based
in Asbury Park, to host a Thanksgiv-
ing Food Drive from Monday, No-
vember 7 to Friday, November 18.

Members of the local community
can bring non-perishable, Thanksgiv-
ing-themed food items, such as stuff-
ing, cranberry sauce, gravy, and
canned vegetables, to the barbershop
to help support the effort. University
Van Lines of Rahway, has been gen-
erous enough to provide supplies for
the food drive and has also volun-
teered to deliver the donations to the
Community FoodBank of New Jer-
sey.

WELCOME ABOARD...Clifford H. Parrish, second from right, Crescent Con-
certs’ new Artistic Director, along with board members Drude and Glen Crane,
at left, and Bing D. Bills prepare for the first Crescent Choral Society concert of
the season in Plainfield.
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Pushcart Players and
UCPAC Join Forces

A Journey to Shangri-La: The
Celestial Beauty of Chinese Dance
This winter, the Purple Swans

Dance Troupe brings the magic of
the Silk Road to the Union County
Performing Arts Center. Dressed in
jewel-toned ceremonial gowns, the
Purple Swans will present the an-
cient dance traditions of the minor-
ity tribes of Greater China, whose
expressive art incorporates the dis-
tinctive features of their homes from
the peaks of the Himalayas to the
banks of the Yangtze. Experience
the power of a Mongolian victory
dance, the joyous celebration of a
rice harvest, the mournful rhythms
of desert nomads, and the unique
courting rituals of the southern
plains. Join us on December 4 for
an ethereal and unforgettable jour-
ney to Shangri-La.

Ticket Prices:
$100 (VIP), $50, $35, $25, $10
Online Purchase: Please visit

www.purpleswans.org
Family and friend discount code:
FIVEOFF
Venue:
Union County Performing Arts

Center, 1061 Irving Street, Rahway,
N.J. 07065

Time:
Sunday, December 4, 2016, 7 to 9

p.m.
Parking Info:

1. Street parking is free around the
theater on Sundays

2. Free parking lot: Hamilton Street
Parking Lot, 360 Hamilton Street,
Rahway, N.J. 07065

3. Paid parking lot: Rahway Park-
ing Deck, 1436 Main Street, Rahway,
N.J. 07065

More information can be found on:
www.purpleswans.org
www.ucpac.org
Who we are:
The Purple Swans Corporation is a

non-profit organization that has ac-
tively participated in many artistic,
cultural and community events. On
stage, the performers are passionate
dancers who devote to their crafts; off
stage, they strive to give back to the
community through benefit perfor-
mances and charitable gifts.

Purple Swans is pleased to do-
nate a portion of proceeds from
each performance to breast cancer
research and patient services. We
come together as a family to honor
one of our dancers who are breast
cancer survivors, and to support the
one in eight women in the United
States who will develop breast can-
cer during their lifetime.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

STOCKINGS FOR TROOPS...Nine ladies working with the Home Life Depart-
ment of the Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW) have been very busy recently
filling many, many Christmas stockings to the brim with practical and also fun
items. These stockings will be sent to U.S. Military with the hope of  bringing  a
smile to a soldier's face and as a  way of showing appreciation and thanks for all
the work that our service men and woman do and all the sacrifices that they make
to defend our country. These stockings will join many other stockings as part of
the “Boatsie Boxes” delivery system.  Shown in this photo front row are WCW
members from left: Vivian O’Neil, Juie Nardone, Pat DAngelo, back row from left
are: Diana Peterson, Nancy Hatfield, Jane Walsweer, Ruth Positan, friend to
WCW Marguerite Sahaj and Sally Brown.

New Jersey Youth Symphony
To Present Fall Concert RAHWAY – Pushcart Players an-

nounces a newly-formed alliance with
Union County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC), presenting performances
throughout the season for family audi-
ences and school groups. In their 43rd
Season of touring theater for young
audiences -- bringing performances to
schools, theaters, production venues,
and community centers throughout the
United States -- Pushcart is establishing
a residency in the beautifully appointed
historic theater in Rahway.

“We’re thrilled to be setting up a
home base in the Garden State,” said
Paul Whelihan, Pushcart’s producing
artistic director. “As a touring com-
pany, we’ve travelled all over the na-
tion (and beyond) to serve young people;
now we’ll be able to perform in a venue
here in New Jersey where entire fami-
lies will enjoy a Pushcart production.
Parents don’t, as a matter of course, get
to see the musicals their children expe-
rience in their schools. Now they can!”

Twice nominated for an Emmy, Push-
cart Players is the recipient of numer-
ous state and private awards for excel-
lence and innovation. Travelling more
than 2 million miles nationally and
abroad -- from the White House to the
little red schoolhouse -- the upcoming
season at Union County Performing
Arts Center (UCPAC) includes five
exceptional musical productions.

On Saturday December 3 at 11 a.m.
Pushcart presents the perennial favor-
ite, “Season of Miracles: A Collection
of Holiday Tales.” This charming mu-
sical offers four heart-warming stories
that celebrate Christmas, Chanukah,
and Kwanzaa: O. Henry’s ‘The Gift of

the Magi;’ an original scene set in Nige-
ria entitled ‘The Kwanzaa Kite;’ a tale
based on the wise men of Chelm folk-
lore called ‘The Chanukah Miracle;’
and E.T.A. Hoffmann’s ‘The Nut-
cracker.’ Every vignette reflects the spirit
of the holidays and the people that
celebrate them.

All Pushcart Players performances
by professional artists (Actors’ Eq-
uity Association) are supported by
study guides, post-performance as-
sessments and other supplemental
materials, and adapt to any location
with innovative scenery, lighting and
sound systems. Family audiences on
Saturdays at UCPAC will be able to
“meet and greet” the cast members of
each show after the performance.
Pushcart has a substantive theater
education program, providing in-
school workshops, direction of stu-
dent productions, and curriculum
development for elementary and
middle schools. Among Pushcart cast
members are experienced teaching
artists, who provide workshops, act-
ing classes and residency programs
to schools, community centers and
summer session programs.

UCPAC is located at 1601 Irving
Street, Rahway, NJ. Single tickets are
$15, with discounts for groups of ten
or more. For single tickets, visit the
UCPAC website or call the box office
at (732) 499-8226. For group sales,
contact Pushcart Players at (973) 857-
1115. For further information on this
or any Pushcart Players program, visit
the website www.pushcartplayers.org
or email information
@pushcartplayers.org.

NEW PROVIDENCE—The New
Jersey Youth Symphony (NJYS) pre-
sents a Fall Concert featuring Youth
Orchestra and Youth Symphony on
Sunday, November 13 at 7 p.m. at
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church
located at 716 Watchung Avenue in
Plainfield. Tickets are $20 for adults
and $15 for students and seniors. Tick-
ets are available at the door or by
calling (908) 771-5544. Youth Orches-
tra, led by Conductor Simon Lipskar,
will open the concert with Beethoven’s
Egmont Overture and Tchaikovsky’s
Swan Lake Suite, among other works
followed by Youth Symphony, led by
Artistic Director and Conductor Jef-
frey Grogan, performing Beethoven’s
Coriolan Overture and Rimsky-
Korsokov’s Scheherazade.

Both Youth Orchestra and Youth
Symphony are advanced, full orches-
tras in the NJYS family of ensembles.
Youth Orchestra is open to students in
grades seven to 12 and Youth Sym-
phony is open to students in grades
nine to 12. Youth Symphony has ap-
peared at New York City’s Carnegie
Hall, the Musikverein in Vienna at the
Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C.
NJYS Youth Orchestra has recently
been selected to perform at the 2017

NAfME Eastern Division Conference
in Atlantic City in April.

The Wharton Institute for the Per-
forming Arts’ mission is to provide the
highest quality performing arts educa-
tion to a wide range of students in a
supportive and inclusive environment,
where striving for personal excellence
inspires and connects those we teach
to the communities we serve.

Wharton is New Jersey’s largest in-
dependent non-profit community per-
forming arts center serving over 1,400
students through a range of classes
and ensembles including the 14 en-
sembles of the New Jersey Youth Sym-
phony which serve 500 students in
grades three to 12. Beginning with
Early Childhood music classes for in-
fants and toddlers, WIPA offers pri-
vate lessons, group classes and en-
sembles for all ages and all abilities.

Wharton Institute for the Perform-
ing Arts (WIPA) is located in Berkeley
Heights, New Providence and Pater-
son, and reaches students from 13
counties. All of WIPA’s extraordinary
faculty members and conductors hold
degrees in their teaching specialty and
have been vetted and trained to enable
our students to achieve their personal
best.

Plainfield Musical Club
Benefit Concert

PLAINFIELD – The Plainfield
Musical Club will present a benefit
concert to augment its scholarship
fund Sunday, November 13 at 4 p.m.
at the First University Society of
Plainfield, 724 Park Avenue,
Plainfield.

The program will feature music for
piano, piano four hands, flute and
piano and guitar and piano. Included
will be works by Chopin, Liszt,
Brahms, Rachmaninoff, Henri
Detuilleux, and various jazz compos-
ers.

 Each year the Musical Club awards
scholarships to talented high school
seniors who plan to pursue a career in
some aspect of music. Awards are
based on auditions.

Tickets are $15 ( $10 for seniors
and $5 for students under 12 years)
and may be purchased at the door.

Scotch Plains: 06/24/16
Jeanne Crofton to Paul D. and Genevieve

Isolda, 2059 Hill Top Road, $390,000.
John Bruno to James and Alexandra

Bruno, 1287 White Oak Road, $450,000.
Harpreet Nijjar to Brian and Sarah

Murphy, 2160 Seward Drive, $590,000.
Robert D. and Susan S. Kaminoff to

Bank of America National Assoc., 2003
Dogwood Drive, $478,773.

Estate of William J. Kick, Jr. to Todd
Ellner LLC, 1568 Radley Road, $350,000.

Edward and Tracey McColly to Joshua
E. and Dara Sesser, 1 Morgan Way,
$680,000.

Judy Harel to George P. and Joyce
Bizink, 27 Maddaket Village, $399,000.

Estate of Evelynn Hollander to Samia
Khammar, 34 Eastham Village, $335,000.

Trinidad and Ricardo E. Rodriguez to
Jonathan and Robyn Pecarsky, 10
Scotchwood Glen, $887,000.

Francis W. Holton to Younus Rakla,
1170 Donamy Glen, $640,000.

Needle-Point Homes LLC to Gregg and
Marla Kleinbaum, 1210 Donamy Glen,
$1,275,000.

Asanka N. and Amina S. Gunaratne to
Jordan Kaplan and Brooke Luxenberg, 26
Autumn Drive, $700,000.

Daniel A. and Dina M. Leyden to Sima

Desai, 30 Winchester Drive, $875,000.
Surendra M. and Usha Batra to Jagdish

Subramony and Manreet Bhatti, 5 Wright
Street, $775,000.

Fanwood: 07/02/16
Sidney J. and Patricia A. Casperseen to

Guy and Marianna Milinazzo, 46 Madi-
son Avenue, $625,000.

Gary Joseph and Connie Pinkowski to
Scott M. and Laura M. Lanigan, 95 Madi-
son Avenue, $549,000.

Fox & Fox Development LLC to David
P. and Beth L. Feldman, 45 Estelle Lane,
$730,000.

Jennifer Dietrich to Paul A. Di Monte,
317 Westfield Road, $439,000.

Fausto R. and Kathryn E. Serrano to
Jerald M. and Debra Boyle, 127 Russell
Road, $653,000.

Steve and Janet A. Geoghgan to John C.
and Laura Otchy, 151 Westfield Road,
$460,000.

Brian Collins and Whitney E. Davis to
Cynthia Antonucci and George Stamos,
15 North Avenue, $567,000.

Ronald I. and Dawn M. John to
Raymond and Elizabeth Valcich, 79 Helen
Street, $445,000.

Jonathan R. and Michelle L. Cobos to
Daniel Riordan and Lauren Kessler, 134
Belvidere Avenue, $467,500.

Matthew and Ashley Ulman to Michael
and Joyce Brands, 62 Beech Avenue,
$500,000.

Recent Home Sales


