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Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
NOT “THE LAST TRAIN TO CLARKSVILLE”…A NJ Transit worker waves from his perch inside the cabin as a train
pulls into the Westfield Station on Monday morning. The rail lines ran as usual after negotiations reached a settlement
Saturday, avoiding a strike by rail workers and a disruption in service.

Garwood Board Reveals Date
For Casale-Petro Vote

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – A redevelopment
plan for the largely abandoned
Casale-Petro industrial sites on South
Avenue, which includes a four-story,
315-unit apartment complex, likely
will get a vote later this month at the
next meeting of the planning board,
which will then send its recommen-
dations to the borough council.

For the third time in four months,
but the first since December, the board
spent all or most of its meeting on

March 9 discussing the plan for the
5.3-acre site, which is comprised of
five different properties that include
the Personal Best fitness center, an
office building and a small borough-
owned parcel.

The plan, prepared by Board Engi-
neer Victor Vinegra of Harbor Con-
sultants in conjunction with a plan-
ning board subcommittee, borough
affordable housing consultant Jill
Hartman, Russo Development of
Carlstadt, and others had slight modi-
fications from previous iterations.
However, it remained a high-density
project owing to the state Supreme
Court-mandated affordable-housing
requirements, Mr. Vinegra said.

While previous versions included
as many as 320 units, the latest was
scaled back to 315, with approxi-
mately 10 percent defined as “afford-
able” per state mandate.

The borough has been granted im-
munity from “builder’s remedy” law-
suits until April 1 by a New Jersey
court while it reviews the town’s af-
fordable housing plans, including the
Casale-Petro developments. The
planning board is next scheduled to
meet on Wednesday, March 23. Mr.
Vinegra said the immunity could be
extended.

Other changes had the inclusion of
seven three-bedroom units, all of
which would be designated as af-

fordable, the moving of a commons
area from inside the complex to the
front of eight retail spaces along South
Avenue and a seasonal rooftop din-
ing area.

The plan came replete with floor-
plan schematics and an artist’s con-
ceptual renderings, all prepared by
Russo, which for the first time had a
representative – company General
Counsel Christopher Minks – speak
and answer questions from the board.

While Russo has purchased the
2.86-acre site of the former Petro
Plastics company and is in negotia-
tions for the 2.4-acre Casale Indus-
tries parcels, Mr. Minks stressed that
the drawings were merely concep-
tual and not a site-plan application.

The redevelopment plan is essen-
tially a blueprint or guideline of the
borough’s vision for the property,
which in this case would rezone the
property from industrial to residen-
tial and commercial. A company or
individual would then be sought and
designated to develop the property.

Mr. Minks indicated Russo has de-
signs on the property and attended
the meeting to get a sense of the
board and community sentiments,
which it would consider before sub-
mitting a formal plan.

“We’re looking forward to the op-
portunity to put on the full presenta-

Cranford BOE Budget
Hearing Set for April 25

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Board of Educa-
tion Business Administrator Robert
Carfagno introduced the preliminary
2016-2017 school budget of
$63,254,728 with $53,971,870 to be
raised in taxes at Monday night’s open
work session meeting.

The spending plan represents an in-
crease of $2,009,396 in taxes over last
year’s adopted budget. Total spending
is up $2,839,246. A total of $132,770 is
included for the debt service payment
on total debt of $1,222,365.

The school budget accounts for over
50 percent of local taxes. The local tax
levy funds 88.74 percent of the budget,
with approximately 5.84 percent com-
ing from tuition revenue and another
4.61 percent from state aid.

Mirroring a trend that other school
districts are experiencing, the amount
of state aid is still down when compared
against previous peak figures. While
Cranford will see a $55,762 increase
over last year’s support, the $2,805,190
in state aid is still down $980,325 from
2009-2010 funding levels.

In reference to these state aid num-
bers, board member William Hulse said
he would be willing to put forward a
resolution at the next meeting request-
ing increased aid from the state. Mr.
Hulse further said he would be willing
to meet with legislators to advocate for
the district.

The budget must be submitted to the
county superintendent of schools by
Tuesday, March 22. The county super-
intendent can make changes and send
the budget back to board. The board
can also make changes to the prelimi-
nary budget up until the public hearing
and adoption, which is scheduled for
Monday, April 25.

The preliminary budget would in-
crease school taxes on the average ho-

meowner by $125. The proposed tax
increase is $0.069 per $100 of assessed
value. Mr. Carfagno said this is higher
than last year’s increase of $88, but
lower than the $132 increase in 2014.

The enrollment projections for 2016-
2017 are fairly stable. The district an-
ticipates an increase of approximately
13 students. Funding for staffing levels
will remain the same despite adding
new teachers and aides to support the
new full-day kindergarten pilot pro-
gram. The tuition fees for the program
will pay for those salaries and benefits.

While the full-day kindergarten was
a central focus of November and De-
cember board meetings, with strong
parent attendance in support of the pro-
gram, the board reported some difficul-
ties with the initial enrollment.

The plan was to launch two class-
rooms with 20 students per section.
Anticipating high interest in the full-
day program, the board announced plans
to implement a lottery system for the 40
slots. Interim Superintendent Marilyn
Birnbaum reported that 39 students
initially applied.

The board selected Walnut and
Bloomingdale Avenue Schools as the
locations for the full-day classrooms.
The board was initially concerned that
parents would be upset that some chil-
dren would not be able to attend their
neighborhood school. Parents who at-
tended last year’s board meetings
claimed that driving across town would
not be an issue, however, reporting that
many of them are already driving simi-
lar distances to shuttle their children to
private full-day options.

When the locations of Walnut and
Bloomingdale were announced, how-
ever, 13 families withdrew their appli-
cations, allegedly disappointed that their
children could not attend their neigh-
borhood school. With subsequent new

NJ Transit, Unions Reach
Tentative Settlement

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION — NJ Transit reached a
tentative agreement with 11 unions
on Friday night, averting a transit
strike that would have shut rail ser-
vice into New York City for over
100,000 commuters, including those
riding the Raritan Valley Line.

The agreement still has to be rati-
fied by the 4,200 rank-and-file mem-
bers of the union. The last NJ Transit
strike was in March 1983, and it
lasted 34 days, according to a pub-
lished report.

“It’s good news on many levels,”
Governor Chris Christie said in a
statement of the settlement. “First,
we averted a strike and the damage it
would do to our economy and we
reached an agreement that is longer
than the presidential executive board
recommendation, covering not only
the period since 2011, when the last
contract expired, but now through
the end of 2019.”

“This agreement has come after
long and hard negotiations and com-
promises on both sides,” the gover-
nor said.

President Barack Obama signed an
executive order creating the Presi-
dential Emergency Board last July to
investigate and to make recommen-
dations for settlement of the contract
dispute.

“Thanks to the hard work of our
negotiators and union representa-
tives we were able to reach a fair
and affordable agreement which
benefits all involved — including
the people of the State of New Jer-
sey and all who utilize our system,”
said Dennis Martin, interim NJ Tran-
sit executive director. “On behalf of
the men and women of NJ Transit, I
want to thank our customers for
their patience and understanding as
we prepared for a potential rail stop-
page.”

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) said he was
happy a strike was averted. “I com-
mend both sides for working together
to ensure that NJ Transit remains a
dependable transportation option for
all those who need it in the Garden
State.”

“A rail strike would have caused
gridlock throughout New Jersey, hurt
our economy and made the difficult
lives of those thousands of commut-
ers even harder,” he said.

Details of the settlement were not
disclosed. But in a previous story
nj.com reported that NJ Transit was
seeking a seven-and-a-half-year con-
tract while the unions wanted a six-
year deal. Both sides also had dif-
fered on the percentage of their pay
employees should pay towards health
insurance premiums.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
TEMPORARY CLOSURE…Elm Street in Westfield between North Avenue and
Quimby Street was closed to vehicular traffic on Monday, with dump trucks and
a backhoe occupying the main thoroughfare, so electrical work could be completed
for a new ice cream and chocolate shop on the west side of the street.
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HELPING RESCUE SQUAD...The Two River Community Bank recently pre-
sented a check to the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad (WVRS) to be used
towards the purchase of new digital radios. The new FCC regulations require all
agencies and municipalities to switch over to narrow banding frequencies to limit
congestion. EMS providers are mandated to replace their mobile and portable
radios with applicable equipment, typically digital, that can accommodate the
change. Pictured is WVRS Treasurer Lynn Feldman, accepting a check from
Jeffrey Schneider, vice-president and business development officer of Westfield’s
Two River Community Bank.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
ANOTHER REVIEW...Garwood Planning Board Engineer Victor Vinegra of
Harbor Consultants gestures to one of several schematics and drawings while
explaining to board members the latest modifications to the Casale-Petro redevel-
opment plan at its March 9 meeting.

Westfield BOE Tentatively
Approves $106-Million Budget

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The school board
tentatively approved a $106.1-mil-
lion budget for the 2016-2017 school
year Tuesday night, including a tax
levy of $96.9 million that will trans-
late to a $194 increase to the average
home owner.

It was the third straight meeting of
the board where School Board Ad-
ministrator Dana Sullivan reviewed

the spending blueprint. She said she
was to forward the budget to the
Union County superintendent’s of-
fice for approval before it would re-
turn to the board for a public hearing
and final adoption on Tuesday, April
26.

Ms. Sullivan’s presentation in-
cluded more historical context to ex-
plain the steady increases in taxes, in
particular showing how the state fund-
ing as a percentage of the district’s

budget had dropped from 8.3 percent
in 1991-1992 to approximately 3.8
percent (approximately $4 million)
next year.

“It’s part of the struggle we have
every year,” she said.

Coincidentally, she showed the
district’s enrollment has climbed 31
percent since 1990 to 6,275 students
this current year. Pointing to figures
from 2013, she said Westfield’s per
pupil cost have remained relatively
low for like districts at $13,140, about
$1,000 more than Fanwood-Scotch
Plains ($12,045) yet more than $1,500
less than Berkeley Heights ($14,665).

Ms. Sullivan took considerable
time explaining how the board’s fi-
nance committee chose to reduce the
amount of accumulated budget sur-
plus, or fund balance, that the board
tapped for the revenue side from $1.4
million from 2012-2015 to $1 mil-
lion this current year to $750,000 in
the upcoming budget.

“It just gets harder to sustain as
budgets get tighter,” she said.

The board also heard a state-man-
dated periodic report from Superin-
tendent Margaret Dolan on violence,
vandalism, substance abuse and ha-
rassment, intimidation and bullying
(HIB) incidents.

For the final four months of 2015,
the district experienced two incidents
classified as violence, one of vandal-
ism, four substance abuse and five
HIB involving 14 offenders and eight
victims.

Three involved notifying police and
nine resulted in short-term (fewer
than 10 days) suspension. That was
nearly double the five suspensions of
the same period the previous year.

Of the HIB incidents, two were via
“electronic” communications, three
were verbal and one was “physical”
(major or minor injury).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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The Solution for Working Parents
Enrolling Infants, Toddlers, & Pre-K Programs

Before you commit to a
pool membership for this summer...

visit Shackamaxon Country Club!

Join in the
Celebration!

Come See For Yourself

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, April 23rd

4:00pm - 7:00pm
Tours, music, refreshments & more!

SHACKAMAXON COUNTRY CLUB
100 Tillinghast Turn � Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 � 908.233.1300 � Shackamaxoncc.com

The new swim complex at Shackamaxon Country Club
offers members amenities unlike any other in the area:
• A state-of-the-art resort style facility
• Separate adult area with swim up Tiki Bar, private cabanas, towel service, lockers
• Kiddie pool, children’s activities, swim lessons
• An elite fitness program with personal trainers, aqua fitness and more for

adults & children
• Fine and casual dining in a country club setting
• 18-holes of spectacular golf designed by A.W. Tillinghast 
• Year-round member events
• Business memberships with concierge service, meeting rooms and private

indoor & poolside events
• Limited memberships for individuals, families, and businesses available for 2016

For more information call
908.233.1300 or visit our website at Shackamaxoncc.com.

tion,” said Mr. Minks, who noted that
Russo met with Garwood’s joint de-
velopment committee years ago about
Casale-Petro. “As you can see, we are
big on imagery. We’re big on paper.
We’d like you to really see and feel
and understand what the intended
project is and what the end result can
be.”

At times, the board’s discussion
devolved into details about the types
and construction materials for win-
dows. Planning board member Bill
Nierstedt suggested the plan include
requirements that the board con-
duct its own studies to examine the
impact on the school system as well
as review financial estimates by any
developer.

It was revealed at the council’s
budget meeting on March 10 by
councilman and planning board
member Jim Mathieu that Russo
had sent a $25,000 check to cover
the costs of those studies. It was
noted at the planning board meet-
ing that it is often the case that
towns commission the studies and
then recover the costs from the de-
veloper at a later date.

The receipt of the $25,000 was
confirmed by borough Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Sandy Bruns.

Besides the comments regarding
everything from windows to traffic
to impact studies, other subjects
discussed included a recommenda-
tion by board member Paul
Tarantino that the plan include ad-
ditional parking to entice NJ Tran-
sit to make Garwood a regular, in-
stead of infrequent, stop on the
Raritan Valley Rail Line.

Mr. Tarantino’s phrase that with-
out it, the town “was giving away”
an opportunity drew an immediate
rebuke, albeit muted, from several
members who noted that it was not
the borough’s property. Mr. Vinegra
and Board Vice-Chairwoman Kathy
Villaggio said NJ Transit has indi-

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
PROUD IRISHMAN…Grand Marshal Frank McGovern of Cranford waves to
the crowd while marching in Saturday’s 20th Union County St. Patrick’s Day
Parade on Morris Avenue in Union.

applications, there are currently 31 stu-
dents applying for the program.

If there are fewer than 40 students,
and if the board still decides to run both
classrooms, the tuition-based program
will operate at a loss and need to be
subsidized.

Anticipating high demand for the
pilot, the board had not advertised the
program. Hoping to reach the 40-stu-
dent target, the board now intends to
market the program in the hopes of
picking up enough students to break
even.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Garwood Planning Bd.
cated that an increase in ridership,
not parking, would be needed to
convince the transportation author-
ity to increase train frequency.

Mr. Mathieu went further saying
he had to “apologize” for the senti-
ment implied by Mr. Tarantino and
held by others “that it’s their prop-
erty.” But he also expressed con-
cern for the density of the project
and said the borough might not be
considering it if it were not for “the
COAH (affordable housing) gun
pointed at its head.”

That issue also sparked a height-
ened exchange between former
planning board member and cur-
rent Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
and Board Chairman Steve Greet.

Ms. Cuccaro decried the number
of units and approximate 10-per-
cent increase to the borough’s popu-
lation that the project would create.
In a discussion that went back and
forth several times, Mr. Greet coun-
tered that, like Ms. Cuccaro, he,
too, was a long-time resident who
had raised his children in town.
Without growth, he said, property
taxes will soar and the borough will
disintegrate.

In other matters, the board sent
back a recommendation to the coun-
cil for it to amend the redevelop-
ment plan for the Mews commercial
site across from ShopRite. The owner
of the &Grain restaurant in October
requested and received approval to
construct an outdoor refrigerator.

Mr. Nierstedt explained that Bor-
ough Attorney Bob Renaud said he
considered the approval a variance
and no amendment was needed. But
board members insisted they did not
grant a variance, and Mr. Vinegra
said since the board’s approval al-
lowed something expressly prohib-
ited in the redevelopment plan, the
plan needed to be amended to specify
permission under what circum-
stances.

Four of the five occurred in the
intermediate schools and the other at
the high school.

For a second straight meeting, the
board deferred a decision on a re-
quest by the Westfield Soccer Asso-
ciation to use Kehler Field for prac-
tice with temporary flood lighting.

Board member Chris Langhart said
the facilities committee was still con-
sulting legal counsel with regard to a
letter from Warren attorney Robert
Simon representing the “Kehler
Neighborhood Preservation Associa-
tion.”

The contents of the letter – re-
ceived two weeks ago – have not
been disclosed. At the March 1 meet-
ing, Board President Gretchan Ohlig
said the 11-page letter did not specify
any principals in the organization but
characterized it as “similar to the
lawsuit filed last year,” an apparent
reference to three complaints filed by
stadium area resident Greg Kasko,
who had all his objections dismissed
by a judge in Mountainside.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield BOE Budget
Mr. Kasko, who on February 16

asked the board to reject the request,
addressed the board again Tuesday
night, calling for it to ask for any
organization that uses school facili-
ties to pay a user fee.

He made no reference to the Kehler
association.

Mountainside Seeks Relief
From Flooding, Parking

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Several resi-
dents spoke during the public portion
of Tuesday’s borough council meet-
ing about flooding on their proper-
ties as well as a parking problem
from patrons of a new Route 22 res-
taurant.

Residents of the lower portion of
Deer Park and Cedar Road provided
vivid accounts of having to place
sand bags on their property to try and
contain the damage caused by over-
flowing storm sewers during several
recent storms.

The homeowners described “riv-
ers in their backyards” and detailed
the damage to their basements, patios
and decks. They offered to provide
pictures of the mud and other debris
that have accumulated in their yards

and raised safety concerns regarding
the existence of sink holes and exten-
sive soil erosion. Several of the speak-
ers noted that trees in the area, which
had previously provided some pro-
tection from the storm water runoff,
had been removed to accommodate
the construction of several homes in
the higher elevation areas.

The homeowners expressed their
appreciation and thanks to Borough
Engineer Michael Disko and Ronald
Romark, director of the Department
of Public Works, who have visited
the area several times. Many of the
speakers expressed their anger and
frustration with Union County, which
owns and is responsible for the road,
to respond to their repeated requests
for assistance.

Mr. Disko noted that since the af-
fected properties were located in areas
of very low elevation it was unlikely
the runoff could be drained to the
street, particularly since the current
sewer pipe has a diameter of only 15
inches. Mayor Paul Mirabelli directed
Mr. Disko to conduct a further inves-
tigation to determine what remediation
options might be feasible.

The recently opened Echo Tap Tav-
ern, which is located at 1079 Route 22
East, was the source of several com-
plaints which the mayor and borough
council promised to investigate. Resi-
dents alleged that the restaurant does
not appear to have sufficient onsite
parking and as a result patrons, many
of whom appear to be under the influ-
ence, are parking on local residential
streets. The speakers noted that the
situation would likely continue to de-
teriorate as another restaurant, The
Stage House, is scheduled to open in
the same area later this year at the
former L’Affaire catering hall.

 Council members questioned
whether it was feasible to create addi-
tional no parking areas on local streets
and promised to investigate whether
creating permit parking-only areas
would relieve the congestion. In addi-
tion, the owners of the Echo Tap
Lounge recently installed three large
unshielded flood lights on poles on
the property which have impacted
homeowners in the area. The lights
were not on the plans which were
approved by the board of adjustment,
it was noted. Mayor Mirabelli prom-
ised to investigate the issue and urged
homeowners who observe disruptive
behavior by restaurant patrons to con-
tact police.

The council introduced the proposed
2016 municipal budget which will be
voted on followinng a public hearing
at the Tuesday, April 19 meeting. The
proposed tax levy is $8,547,450, which
is $84,564 more than in 2015. The
average homeowner will likely will
see their tax bill increase by $24.72
per year which is the lowest increase
since 2001.

In other business, the council re-
viewed seven bids for the rehabilita-
tion of the community’s sanitary sew-
ers and voted to award the $62,375
contract to SWERP Corp. of Bristol
Pa.. and unanimously voted in favor
of requiring all current and prospec-
tive employees and volunteers in-
volved in programs offered by the
recreation department to pass a back-
ground check. They also voted to ob-
tain bids to repave all of Wood Valley
Road from Central Avenue to New
Providence Road. A significant por-
tion of the costs of repairing the road
will be covered by a grant from the
New Jersey Department of Transpor-
tation.

Garwood School Tax Up
1.3 Percent In $9-M. Budget

Freeholders OK Salaries of
Two New Dept. Directors

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County Free-
holder board last Thursday introduced an
ordinance to set salaries for the newly
appointed directors of administrative ser-
vices and economic development. The
board also adopted an ordinance that sets
fees for parks and recreation facilities.

Michael Yuska is currently the acting
director of administrative services, re-
placing William Reyes, who has left the
county for another position. Mr. Yuska
had previously been the county’s pur-
chasing agent at $103,521, according to
a 2015 county employee salary list pub-
lished at the Union County Watchdog
website. He took over as department di-
rector from Norman Albert, who has re-
joined the county counsel’s office.

Amy Wagner is the acting director of
economic services. She has been with the
county since 2010 after coming over from
the Township of Berkeley Heights. Most
recently she was the bureau chief of gov-
ernment relations and community out-
reach at a salary of $88,570, according to
the employee salaries list.

Under the ordinance, the director of
administrative services will be paid
$125,334, with the head of economic
development paid $120,341. The public
hearing and final reading will be Thurs-
day, March 31, at 7 p.m.

The second ordinance creates an office
on women, increases golf fees for out-of-
county residents, sets policy and proce-
dures for off-duty law enforcement offic-
ers, and makes language changes regard-
ing the Cornerstone psychiatric unit which
is still operated by the county but is now
separate from Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital, which the county sold in December
of 2014. The unit has been renamed Cor-
nerstone Behavioral Health Hospital of
Union County. Runnells, purchased by
Center Management Group of Flushing,
N.Y., has been renamed Runnells Center
for Rehabilitation and Healthcare.

Michael Wattick of Summit questioned
as to why the county does not stay within
the state’s 2-percent cap for property tax
increases. He said while the Summit
school board’s tax increase is 1.5 per-
cent, the county tax is going up 3 percent.

He said medium adjusted income for
inflation in New Jersey was $78,000 in
1989 and $80,800 in 2014. While sala-
ries have remained flat property taxes
have risen “expeditiously,” Mr. Wattick

said.
Freeholder Chairman Bruce Bergen

said the 2-percent cap is for municipali-
ties not counties. He said the county is
within the guidelines of the two cap laws
imposed on counties. He said the 2016
county budget has not been finalized and
that two budget meetings have been held
with department heads with the final set
for tonight, March 17, at 5:30 p.m., in the
Freeholders Meeting Room in the Union
County Administration Building in Eliza-
beth. The budget is set to be introduced
on Thursday, March 31, with a public
hearing in April.

Freeholder Chris Hudak said he feels
the board “has generally done a very
good job over the past five years,” noting
the county had a “tremendous” budget
deficit which resulted in employee lay-
offs in 2012.

“To specifically say we can’t spend at
a certain level...I don’t think is necessar-
ily good management,” Freeholder Hudak
said.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski said
as a regional government for 21 towns,
the county carries the responsibility “for
some very expensive items” such as the
county jail, courthouse, the soon to open
family courthouse as well as social ser-
vices and maintaining county parks and
roads.

She said the state “does not always”
provide funding for county programs.

In other business, Freeholder Angel
Estrada voted no on two resolutions in-
volving a hire within the county counsel’s
office. The position in question is for an
executive deputy assistant county coun-
sel to fill a vacancy in the office. The
$135,000 position will be filled by
Geoffrey Arlen of Somerset County who,
because he does not live in Union County,
also needed a residency waiver. Mr.
Estrada said he wants minorities such as
“women, blacks, Latinos and Asians” to
“have an opportunity to play a role” in
county government.

He said he hopes his “colleagues” will
“keep that in their perspective for the
future.”

“It is important to make sure that we start
balancing out our responsibilities in terms
of people that we hire,” Mr. Estrada said.

Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh also voted
no on the position controls resolution
which passed by a vote of 5-to-2 with
Freeholders Vernell Wright and Vice-
Chairman Sergio Granados absent.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The board of edu-
cation tentatively approved a $8.98
million budget for the 2016-2017
school year Tuesday night, including
a tax hike of 1.3 percent.

The spending plan must be submit-
ted to the Union County Superinten-
dent of Schools for approval and then
return for a public hearing on Tues-
day, May 3.

The budget for the upcoming year
of $8,975,399, including $518,400
for debt payments, is $326,541 more
than last year, with a total tax levy of
$8.025 million.

School board administrator Eric
Larson laid out the specifics of the
budget, which last year hiked taxes
on the average home valued at
$100,000 by $217.

The board also honored two former
board members and announced the
retirement of three long-time teach-
ers.

The meeting began with board
president Christine Guerriero present-
ing certificates of appreciation to
Barbara Greet and Adele Lewis, both
of whom served on the board from
2003 until December.

Ms. Guerriero said both served in
various capacities over the years. She
also said that both were very helpful
to her when she first served on the

board. She said that Ms. Lewis started
the Educational Foundation of
Garwood (EFG).

The board announced that Lisa
Zatorsky has been chosen as Educa-
tor of the Year and will be recognized
at the EFG’s annual dinner Thursday,
April 21 at the Westwood in Garwood,
board member Tracey Roland said.

The tickets are $40 per person, she
said. She added that Garwood Person
or Persons of the Year will be hon-
ored at the event. She also said that
the deadline submitting an applica-
tion for the EFG’s grant is May 1.

The seventh grade honor students
were honored, although many of them
were competing in the Health Bee
held by the Westfield Area YMCA at
the time of the meeting. By evening’s
end, Lincoln School Principal Mary
Emmons announced that Garwood
had finished third in the competition
and had won the school spirit award.

Schools superintendent Teresa
Quigley announced the pending re-
tirement of three teachers: Therese
Cipelletto, Janine Koch and Diane
Ristau.

“It is a real loss to the district,” she
said. “Each brought something dif-
ferent and they were all wonderful.”

In other business, the voted to ac-
cept a gift of $100 from Bruce Pater-
son for Lincoln School’s Pay It For-
ward Club.
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Scotch Plains Plans Hearing
On Gas Station, C-Store

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Less than a
month after rejecting an application
seeking to build a Wawa convenience
store and gas station on eastbound Route
22, the zoning board of adjustment will
hold a special hearing next Thursday.
March 24, to consider an application to
build a gas station and convenience
store at the corner of North Avenue and
Hetfield Avenue.

Plainfield Gas Realty LLC seeks to
raze the existing gas station — formerly
Lou’s Gulf station and auto repair shop
that has been shut down for the past
several years — and construct a 4,700-
square-foot building whose space will
be divided roughly in half for both retail
use and a convenience store. A gas
station will also be located on the site,
which Plainfield Gas Realty purchased
last November.

The zoning board’s February 29 de-
nial of the Wawa application was based
in part on the board’s hesitation about
allowing a commercial enterprise on a
lot that was partially zoned for residen-
tial use and was located in a neighbor-

hood of single-family residences.
The property to be addressed next

week is bordered by North and Hetfield
Avenues to the north and west as well as
NJ Transit’s Raritan Valley train line to
its south. A string of 13 single-family
homes stretches from the eastern bor-
der of the property, which is situated in
an R-3 residential zone. Directly across
North Avenue is a bank and beyond that
are more single-family residences on
Crestwood Road and Seneca Road.  On
the opposite side of Hetfield Avenue
are a bank, a convenience store and a
gas station across North Avenue.

Plainfield Gas Realty will be seeking
site plan approval at the March 24
hearing along with a number of vari-
ances, including one permitting a com-
mercial enterprise to be situated in the
R-3 zone.  Other variances being sought
relate to front-yard setback require-
ments, parking in proposed lots along
North and Hetfield Avenues and vari-
ous signage requirements for the new
businesses.

Several phone calls to Plainfield Gas
representatives seeking further details
about the application were not returned.
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Brian Trusdell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NOT “THE LAST TRAIN TO CLARKSVILLE”…A NJ Transit worker waves
from his perch inside the cabin as a train pulls into the Westfield Station on
Monday morning. The rail lines ran as usual after negotiations reached a
settlement Saturday, avoiding a strike by rail workers and a disruption in service.

Fred T. Rossi  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT EYED…The Scotch Plains Zoning Board of
Adjustment will hold a hearing next week on an application to develop a gas
station and convenience/retail store on North Avenue.

IN APPRECIATION...Boy Scouts from Den 4 of Pack 98 present a plaque on
March 12 to the Scotch Plains Police Department.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Freeholders Okay Salaries of
Two New Department Directors

NJ Transit, Unions Reach
Tentative Settlement

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — NJ Transit reached a
tentative agreement with 11 unions
on Friday night, averting a transit
strike that would have shut rail ser-
vice into New York City for over
100,000 commuters, including those
riding the Raritan Valley Line.

The agreement still has to be rati-
fied by the 4,200 rank-and-file mem-
bers of the union. The last NJ Transit
strike was in March 1983, and it lasted
34 days, according to a published
report.

“It’s good news on many levels,”
Governor Chris Christie said in a
statement of the settlement. “First,
we averted a strike and the damage it
would do to our economy and we
reached an agreement that is longer
than the presidential executive board
recommendation, covering not only
the period since 2011, when the last
contract expired, but now through the
end of 2019.”

“This agreement has come after
long and hard negotiations and com-
promises on both sides,” the gover-
nor said.

President Barack Obama signed an
executive order creating the Presi-
dential Emergency Board last July to
investigate and to make recommen-
dations for settlement of the contract
dispute.

“Thanks to the hard work of our
negotiators and union representa-
tives we were able to reach a fair
and affordable agreement which
benefits all involved - including the
people of the State of New Jersey
and all who utilize our system,”
said Dennis Martin, interim NJ Tran-
sit executive director. “On behalf of
the men and women of NJ Transit, I
want to thank our customers for
their patience and understanding as
we prepared for a potential rail stop-
page.”

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) said he was
happy a strike was averted. “I com-
mend both sides for working together
to ensure that NJ Transit remains a
dependable transportation option for
all those who need it in the Garden
State.”

“A rail strike would have caused
gridlock throughout New Jersey, hurt
our economy and made the difficult
lives of those thousands of commut-
ers even harder,” he said.

Details of the settlement were not
disclosed. But in a previous story
nj.com reported that NJ Transit was
seeking a seven-and-a-half year con-
tract while the unions wanted a six-
year deal. Both sides had also dif-
fered on the percentage of their pay
employees should pay towards health
insurance premiums.

Fred T. Rossi  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANNUAL BOOK SALE…The Friends of the Scotch Plains Public Library kicked off their annual book sale last weekend
with the children’s book sale, where both patrons and books were in great supply.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder board last Thursday in-
troduced an ordinance to set salaries
for the newly appointed directors of
administrative services and economic
development. The board also adopted
another ordinance that sets fees for
the parks and recreation facilities.

Michael Yuska is currently the act-
ing director of administrative services,
replacing William Reyes who has left
the county for another position. Mr.
Yuska had previously been the
county’s purchasing agent at
$103,521, according to a 2015 county

employee salary list published at the
Union County Watchdog website. He
took over as department director from
Norman Albert, who has rejoined the
county counsel’s office.

Amy Wagner is the acting director
of economic services. She has been
with the county since 2010 after com-
ing over from the Township of Berke-
ley Heights. Most recently she was
the bureau chief of government rela-
tions and community outreach at a
salary of $88,570, according to the
employee salaries list.

Under the ordinance, the director
of administrative services will be
paid $125,334 with the head of eco-

nomic development paid $120,341.
The public hearing and final read-
ing will be Thursday, March 31 at 7
p.m.

The second ordinance creates an
office on women, increases golf fees
for out-of-county residents, sets policy
and procedures for off-duty law en-
forcement officers, and makes lan-
guage changes regarding the Corner-
stone psychiatric unit which is still
operated by the county but is now
separate from Runnells Specialized
Hospital which the county sold in
December of 2014. The unit has been
renamed Cornerstone Behavioral
Health Hospital of Union County.
Runnells, purchased by Center Man-
agement Group of Flushing, N.Y.,
has been renamed Runnells Center
for Rehabilitation and Healthcare.

Michael Wattick of Summit ques-
tioned as to why the county does not
stay within the state’s 2 percent cap
for property tax increases. He said
while the Summit school board’s tax
increase is 1.5 percent, the county tax
is going up 3 percent.

He said medium adjusted income
for inflation in New Jersey was
$78,000 in 1989 and $80,800 in 2014.
While salaries have remained flat
property taxes have risen “expedi-
tiously,” Mr. Wattick said.

Freeholder Chairman Bruce Bergen
said the 2 percent cap is for munici-
palities not counties. He said the
county is within the guidelines of the
two cap laws imposed on counties.
He said the 2016 county budget has
not been finalized and that two bud-
get meetings have been held with
department heads with the final set
for tonight, March 17, at 5:30 p.m. in
the Freeholders Meeting Room in the
Union County Administration Build-
ing in Elizabeth. The budget is set to
be introduced on Thursday, March 31
with a public hearing in April.

Freeholder Chris Hudak said he
feels the board “has generally done a
very good job over the past five years,”
noting the county had a “tremendous”
budget deficit which resulted in em-
ployee layoffs in 2012.

“To specifically say we can’t spend
at a certain level...I don’t think is
necessarily good management,” Free-
holder Hudak said.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski

Garwood Board Sets Date
For Casale-Petro Vote

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – A redevelopment
plan for the largely abandoned Casale-
Petro industrial sites on South Av-
enue, which includes a four-story, 315-
unit apartment complex, likely will
get a vote later this month at the next
meeting of the planning board, which
will then send its recommendations
to the borough council.

For the third time in four months,
but the first since December, the board
spent all or most of its meeting on
March 9 discussing the plan for the
5.3-acre site, which is comprised of
five different properties that include
the Personal Best fitness center, an
office building and a small borough-
owned parcel.

The plan, prepared by Board Engi-
neer Victor Vinegra of Harbor Con-
sultants in conjunction with a plan-
ning board subcommittee, borough
affordable housing consultant Jill
Hartman, Russo Development of

Carlstadt, and others had slight modi-
fications from previous iterations.
However, it remained a high-density
project owing to the state Supreme
Court-mandated affordable-housing
requirements, Mr. Vinegra said.

While previous versions included
as many as 320 units, the latest was
scaled back to 315, with approxi-
mately 10 percent defined as “afford-
able” per state mandate.

The borough has been granted im-
munity from “builder’s remedy” law-
suits until April 1 by a New Jersey
court while it reviews the town’s af-
fordable housing plans, including the
Casale-Petro developments. The plan-
ning board is next scheduled to meet
on Wednesday, March 23. Mr. Vinegra
said the immunity could be extended.

Other changes had the inclusion of
seven three-bedroom units, all of
which would be designated as afford-
able, the moving of a commons area
from inside the complex to the front
of eight retail spaces along South
Avenue and a seasonal rooftop dining
area.

The plan came replete with floor-
plan schematics and an artist’s con-
ceptual renderings, all prepared by
Russo, which for the first time had a
representative – company General
Counsel Christopher Minks – speak
and answer questions from the board.

While Russo has purchased the
2.86-acre site of the former Petro
Plastics company and is in negotia-
tions for the 2.4-acre Casale Indus-
tries parcels, Mr. Minks stressed that
the drawings were merely conceptual
and not a site-plan application.

The redevelopment plan is essen-
tially a blueprint or guideline of the
borough’s vision for the property,
which in this case would rezone the
property from industrial to residen-
tial and commercial. A company or
individual would then be sought and
designated to develop the property.

Mr. Minks indicated Russo has de-
signs on the property and attended the
meeting to get a sense of the board
and community sentiments, which it
would consider before submitting a
formal plan.

“We’re looking forward to the op-
portunity to put on the full presenta-
tion,” said Mr. Minks, who noted that
Russo met with Garwood’s joint de-
velopment committee years ago about
Casale-Petro. “As you can see, we are
big on imagery. We’re big on paper.
We’d like you to really see and feel
and understand what the intended
project is and what the end result can
be.”

At times, the board’s discussion
devolved into details about the types

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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The Solution for Working Parents
Enrolling Infants, Toddlers, & Pre-K Programs

Before you commit to a
pool membership for this summer...

visit Shackamaxon Country Club!

Join in the
Celebration!

Come See For Yourself

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, April 23rd

4:00pm - 7:00pm
Tours, music, refreshments & more!

SHACKAMAXON COUNTRY CLUB
100 Tillinghast Turn � Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 � 908.233.1300 � Shackamaxoncc.com

The new swim complex at Shackamaxon Country Club
offers members amenities unlike any other in the area:
• A state-of-the-art resort style facility
• Separate adult area with swim up Tiki Bar, private cabanas, towel service, lockers
• Kiddie pool, children’s activities, swim lessons
• An elite fitness program with personal trainers, aqua fitness and more for

adults & children
• Fine and casual dining in a country club setting
• 18-holes of spectacular golf designed by A.W. Tillinghast 
• Year-round member events
• Business memberships with concierge service, meeting rooms and private

indoor & poolside events
• Limited memberships for individuals, families, and businesses available for 2016

For more information call
908.233.1300 or visit our website at Shackamaxoncc.com.

said as a regional government for 21
towns, the county carries the respon-
sibility “for some very expensive
items” such as the county jail, court-
house, the soon to open family court-
house as well as social services and
maintaining county parks and roads.

She said the state “does not al-
ways” provide funding for county
programs.

In other business, Freeholder An-
gel Estrada voted no on two resolu-
tions involving a hire within the county
counsel’s office. The position in ques-
tion is for an executive deputy assis-
tant county counsel to fill a vacancy
in the office. The $135,000 position
will be filled by Geoffrey Arlen of
Somerset County who, because he

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
PROUD IRISHMAN…Grand Marshal Frank McGovern of Cranford waves to
the crowd while marching in Saturday’s 20th Union County St. Patrick’s Day
Parade on Morris Avenue in Union.

.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
IRISH TRADITION…County and Province flags of Ireland are displayed
during the 20th Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Morris Avenue in
Union on Saturday.

and construction materials for win-
dows. Planning board member Bill
Nierstedt suggested the plan include
requirements that the board conduct
its own studies to examine the impact
on the school system as well as re-
view financial estimates by any de-
veloper.

It was revealed at the council’s
budget meeting on March 10 by coun-
cilman and planning board member
Jim Mathieu that Russo had sent a
$25,000 check to cover the costs of
those studies. It was noted at the plan-
ning board meeting that it is often the
case that towns commission the stud-
ies and then recover the costs from
the developer at a later date.

The receipt of the $25,000 was
confirmed by borough Chief Finan-
cial Officer Sandy Bruns.

Besides the comments regarding
everything from windows to traffic to
impact studies, other subjects dis-
cussed included a recommendation
by board member Paul Tarantino that
the plan include additional parking to
entice NJ Transit to make Garwood a
regular, instead of infrequent, stop on
the Raritan Valley Rail Line.

Mr. Tarantino’s phrase that without
it, the town “was giving away” an
opportunity drew an immediate re-
buke, albeit muted, from several mem-
bers who noted that it was not the
borough’s property. Mr. Vinegra and
Board Vice-Chairwoman Kathy
Villaggio said NJ Transit has indi-
cated that an increase in ridership, not
parking, would be needed to con-
vince the transportation authority to
increase train frequency.

Mr. Mathieu went further saying he
had to “apologize” for the sentiment
implied by Mr. Tarantino and held by
others “that it’s their property.” But
he also expressed concern for the
density of the project and said the
borough might not be considering it

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Planning Bd.
if it were not for “the COAH (afford-
able housing) gun pointed at its head.”

That issue also sparked a height-
ened exchange between former plan-
ning board member and current Coun-
cilwoman Ileen Cuccaro and Board
Chairman Steve Greet.

Ms. Cuccaro decried the number of
units and approximate 10-percent in-
crease to the borough’s population
that the project would create. In a
discussion that went back and forth
several times, Mr. Greet countered
that, like Ms. Cuccaro, he, too, was a
long-time resident who had raised his
children in town. Without growth, he
said, property taxes will soar and the
borough will disintegrate.

In other matters, the board sent
back a recommendation to the coun-
cil for it to amend the redevelopment
plan for the Mews commercial site
across from ShopRite. The owner of
the &Grain restaurant in October re-
quested and received approval to con-
struct an outdoor refrigerator.

Mr. Nierstedt explained that Bor-
ough Attorney Bob Renaud said he
considered the approval a variance
and no amendment was needed. But
board members insisted they did not
grant a variance, and Mr. Vinegra
said since the board’s approval al-
lowed something expressly prohib-
ited in the redevelopment plan, the
plan needed to be amended to specify
permission under what circumstances.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Freeholders
does not live in Union County, also
needed a residency waiver. Mr.
Estrada said he wants minorities such
as “women, blacks, Latinos and
Asians” to “have an opportunity to
play a role” in county government.

He said he hopes his “colleagues”
will “keep that in their perspective for
the future.”

“It is important to make sure that
we start balancing out our responsi-
bilities in terms of people that we
hire,” Mr. Estrada said.

Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh also
voted no on the position controls reso-
lution which passed by a vote of 5-to-
2 with Freeholders Vernell Wright
and Vice-Chairman Sergio Granados
absent.

Mountainside Seeks Relief
From Flooding, Parking

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Several resi-
dents spoke during the public portion
of Tuesday’s borough council meet-
ing about flooding on their proper-
ties as well as a parking problem
from patrons of a new Route 22 res-
taurant.

Residents of the lower portion of
Deer Park and Cedar Road provided
vivid accounts of having to place
sand bags on their property to try and
contain the damage caused by over-
flowing storm sewers during several
recent storms.

The homeowners described “riv-
ers in their backyards” and detailed
the damage to their basements, patios
and decks. They offered to provide
pictures of the mud and other debris
that have accumulated in their yards
and raised safety concerns regarding
the existence of sink holes and exten-
sive soil erosion. Several of the speak-
ers noted that trees in the area, which
had previously provided some pro-
tection from the storm water runoff,
had been removed to accommodate
the construction of several homes in
the higher elevation areas.

The homeowners expressed their
appreciation and thanks to Borough
Engineer Michael Disko and Ronald
Romark, director of the Department
of Public Works, who have visited
the area several times. Many of the
speakers expressed their anger and
frustration with Union County, which
owns and is responsible for the road,
to respond to their repeated requests
for assistance.

Mr. Disko noted that since the af-
fected properties were located in areas
of very low elevation it was unlikely
the runoff could be drained to the
street, particularly since the current
sewer pipe has a diameter of only 15
inches. Mayor Paul Mirabelli directed
Mr. Disko to conduct a further inves-
tigation to determine what remediation
options might be feasible.

The recently opened Echo Tap Tav-
ern, which is located at 1079 Route 22
East, was the source of several com-
plaints which the mayor and borough
council promised to investigate. Resi-

dents alleged that the restaurant does
not appear to have sufficient onsite
parking and as a result patrons, many
of whom appear to be under the influ-
ence, are parking on local residential
streets. The speakers noted that the
situation would likely continue to de-
teriorate as another restaurant, The
Stage House, is scheduled to open in
the same area later this year at the
former L’Affaire catering hall.

 Council members questioned
whether it was feasible to create addi-
tional no parking areas on local streets
and promised to investigate whether
creating permit parking-only areas
would relieve the congestion. In addi-
tion, the owners of the Echo Tap
Lounge recently installed three large
unshielded flood lights on poles on
the property which have impacted
homeowners in the area. The lights
were not on the plans which were
approved by the board of adjustment,
it was noted. Mayor Mirabelli prom-
ised to investigate the issue and urged
homeowners who observe disruptive
behavior by restaurant patrons to con-
tact police.

The council introduced the proposed
2016 municipal budget which will be
voted on followinng a public hearing
at the Tuesday, April 19 meeting. The
proposed tax levy is $8,547,450, which
is $84,564 more than in 2015. The
average homeowner will likely will
see their tax bill increase by $24.72
per year which is the lowest increase
since 2001.

In other business, the council re-
viewed seven bids for the rehabilita-
tion of the community’s sanitary sew-
ers and voted to award the $62,375
contract to SWERP Corp. of Bristol
Pa.. and unanimously voted in favor
of requiring all current and prospec-
tive employees and volunteers in-
volved in programs offered by the
recreation department to pass a back-
ground check. They also voted to ob-
tain bids to repave all of Wood Valley
Road from Central Avenue to New
Providence Road. A significant por-
tion of the costs of repairing the road
will be covered by a grant from the
New Jersey Department of Transpor-
tation.

Garwood School
Tax Up 1.3

Percent, $9 Mil.
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The board of edu-
cation tentatively approved a $8.98
million budget for the 2016-2017
school year Tuesday night, including
a tax hike of 1.3 percent – $51 per
home.

The spending plan must be submit-
ted to the Union County Superinten-
dent of Schools for approval and then
return for a public hearing on Tues-
day, May 3.

The budget for the upcoming year
of $8,975,399, including $518,400
for debt payments, is $326,541 more
than last year, with a total tax levy of
$8.025 million.

School Board Administrator Eric
Larson laid out the specifics of the
budget, which last year hiked taxes
on the average home valued at
$100,000 by $217.

The board also honored two former
board members and announced the
retirement of three long-time teach-
ers.

The meeting began with Board
President Christine Guerriero pre-
senting certificates of appreciation to
Barbara Greet and Adele Lewis, both
of whom served on the board from
2003 until December.

Ms. Guerriero said both served in
various capacities over the years. She
also said that both were very helpful
to her when she first served on the
board. She said that Ms. Lewis started
the Educational Foundation of
Garwood (EFG).

The board announced that Lisa
Zatorsky has been chosen as Educa-
tor of the Year and will be recognized
at the EFG’s annual dinner Thursday,
April 21 at the Westwood in Garwood,
board member Tracey Roland said.

The tickets are $40 per person, she
said. She added that Garwood Person
or Persons of the Year will be hon-
ored at the event. She also said that
the deadline submitting an applica-
tion for the EFG’s grant is May 1.

The seventh grade honor students
were honored, although many of them
were competing in the Health Bee
held by the Westfield Area Y at the
time of the meeting. By evening’s
end, Lincoln School Principal Mary
Emmons announced that Garwood
had finished third in the competition
and had won the school spirit award.

Schools Superintendent Teresa
Quigley announced the pending re-
tirement of three teachers: Therese
Cipelletto, Janine Koch and Diane
Ristau.

“It is a real loss to the district,” she
said. “Each brought something dif-
ferent and they were all wonderful.”

In other business, the board voted
to accept a gift of $100 from Bruce
Paterson for Lincoln School’s Pay It
Forward Club.

Westfield BOE Approves
$106-Million Budget

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The school board ten-
tatively approved a $106.1-million bud-
get for the 2016-2017 school year Tues-
day night, including a tax levy of $96.9
million that will translate to a $194 in-
crease to the average home owner.

It was the third straight meeting of the
board where School Board Administra-
tor Dana Sullivan reviewed the spending
blueprint. She said she was to forward the
budget to the Union County
superintendent’s office for approval be-
fore it would return to the board for a
public hearing and final adoption on Tues-
day, April 26.

Ms. Sullivan’s presentation included
more historical context to explain the
steady increases in taxes, in particular
showing how the state funding as a per-
centage of the district’s budget had
dropped from 8.3 percent in 1991-1992
to approximately 3.8 percent (approxi-
mately $4 million) next year.

“It’s part of the struggle we have every
year,” she said.

Coincidentally, she showed the
district’s enrollment has climbed 31 per-
cent since 1990 to 6,275 students this
current year. Pointing to figures from
2013, she said Westfield’s per pupil cost
have remained relatively low for like
districts at $13,140, about $1,000 more
than Fanwood-Scotch Plains ($12,045)
yet more than $1,500 less than Berkeley
Heights ($14,665).

Ms. Sullivan took considerable time
explaining how the board’s finance com-
mittee chose to reduce the amount of
accumulated budget surplus, or fund bal-
ance, that the board tapped for the rev-
enue side from $1.4 million from 2012-
2015 to $1 million this current year to
$750,000 in the upcoming budget.

“It just gets harder to sustain as bud-
gets get tighter,” she said.

The board also heard a state-mandated

periodic report from Superintendent Mar-
garet Dolan on violence, vandalism, sub-
stance abuse and harassment, intimida-
tion and bullying (HIB) incidents.

For the final four months of 2015, the
district experienced two incidents classi-
fied as violence, one of vandalism, four
substance abuse and five HIB involving
14 offenders and eight victims.

Three involved notifying police and
nine resulted in short-term (fewer than 10
days) suspension. That was nearly double
the five suspensions of the same period
the previous year.

Of the HIB incidents, two were via
“electronic” communications, three were
verbal and one was “physical” (major or
minor injury). Four of the five occurred
in the intermediate schools and the other
at the high school.

For a second straight meeting, the board
deferred a decision on a request by the
Westfield Soccer Association to use
Kehler Field for practice with temporary
flood lighting.

Board member Chris Langhart said the
facilities committee was still consulting
legal counsel with regard to a letter from
Warren attorney Robert Simon repre-
senting the “Kehler Neighborhood Pres-
ervation Association.”

The contents of the letter – received
two weeks ago – have not been disclosed.
At the March 1 meeting, Board President
Gretchan Ohlig said the 11-page letter
did not specify any principals in the orga-
nization but characterized it as “similar to
the lawsuit filed last year,” an apparent
reference to three complaints filed by
stadium area resident Greg Kasko, who
had all his objections dismissed by a
judge in Mountainside.

Mr. Kasko, who on February 16 asked
the board to reject the request, addressed
the board again Tuesday night, calling
for it to ask for any organization that uses
school facilities to pay a user fee.

He made no reference to the Kehler
association.
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MEALS ON WHEELS...Berkeley Heights Rescue Squad Associates Jennifer
Bruckstein, left, and Mary DiPasquale, both of Berkeley Heights, delivered meals
to older adults in Berkeley Heights on March 11. They participated in the Meals
on Wheels America’s “March For Meals” campaign, which is coordinated by
SAGE Eldercare in Summit.  On a daily basis, SAGE volunteers deliver meals and
check in on approximately 120 older residents in parts of Union, Essex, and Morris
Counties.  For more information on the program, call (908) 273-5554 or visit
www.sageeldercare.org.

Prosecutor, Sheriff Seek
Additional Staff in Budget

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders continued their hearings
on the 2016 county budget last Tues-
day by reviewing proposals by the
county prosecutor, sheriff’s office,
election board, surrogate and public
safety department, a department that
includes the county police, weights
and measures, the county health divi-
sion, and medical examiner.

The executive budget of $508 mil-
lion is up $16.2 million over last
year’s adopted spending plan with
total taxes proposed in 2016 of $346.2
million, an increase of $10.8 million
over 2015. The budget is to be intro-
duced on Thursday, March 31 with a
second reading and adoption in April.

Acting County Prosecutor Grace
Park requested 11 new positions as
well as filling 10 vacancies. The new
positions are due to the state’s new
speedy trial and bail system that goes
into effect January of 2017.

As previously reported by this
newspaper, the new system will
change the bail system from one of
monetary bail to the risk individuals
pose if released from custody back
into the community. The criminal jus-
tice system will have 48 hours to
conduct a risk assessment for each
person arrested on a criminal com-
plaint. At that time an assistant pros-
ecutor assigned to the case will either
recommend the person be released
on conditions or that they will be held
in the county jail until trial.

The prosecutor’s budget of $22.4
million, according to the county
manager’s executive budget, is up a
million dollars from last year in sala-
ries and wages. The new positions
include five additional assistant pros-
ecutors, three clerical positions and
three investigative positions costing
$705,000. Filling 10 vacancies will
cost another $990,000. Ms. Park said
she anticipates 1,000 assessment
hearings will be held annually. In
addition, detention hearings will be
held within five days of the assess-
ment at which time the assistant pros-
ecutor will produce evidence as to
why they believe an individual should
be detained until trial. Once detained
the prosecutor must get an indict-
ment within 90 days and, if success-
ful, a trial must start within 180 days.

The prosecutor said currently it
takes an average of three to five years
before a homicide case goes to trial.

She said her office handled 4,500
cases in 2015, 3,500 of which were

for adults, with the rest involving
juveniles. Union County is second in
the state in the number of cases it tried
last year, the prosecutor said.

Sheriff Joe Cryan’s budget request
of nearly $19 million includes 18 new
positions, 10 of which would be at the
new family courthouse that is soon to
open on Cherry Street in Elizabeth.

In terms of the new speedy trial and
bail system, the sheriff said his depart-
ment will need to increase the transfer
of prisoners from municipal jails to the
county correctional facility. Currently,
that is a weekday operation but will
now also include weekends.

Surrogate Jim LaCorte, whose bud-
get is almost $1.1 million, requested
a new part-time public information
officer in addition to filling a vacancy
left by the retirement of deputy surro-
gate Arlene Verniero, who did a lot of
the probate work in the office.

Public Safety Department Director
Andrew Moran noted in his $12.7-
million budget that the medical ex-
aminer completed 226 autopsies last
year and conducted 72 external ex-
aminations. He said the Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) unit aver-
aged 500 calls a month in 2015, a 40
percent increase from 2014.The
county police dispatch unit, which
has a number of contracts with local
towns, handled 110,000 9-1-1 calls
last year, an average of 300 per day.
Mr. Moran’s budget includes four
new dispatchers for additional EMS
contracts, including one currently
being negotiated.The public safety
department budget is up $1.06 mil-
lion from last year.

The Board of Elections budget is
up over $200,000 in this presidential
election year, according to the ex-
ecutive budget. The budget is sepa-
rate from the county clerk’s election
division which has a proposed spend-
ing plan of $1.3 million, up around
$185,000. Dennis Kobitz, the Board
of Elections administrator, said the
Plainfield Board of Education has
opted to move its election back to
April from Election Day in Novem-
ber. He said each of those elections
cost his office between $30,000 and
$40,000.

At tonight’s budget meeting,
which begins at 5:30 p.m. in the
freeholders meeting room of the
administration building in Eliza-
beth, the county counsel’s office,
Department of Economic Develop-
ment and Department of Engineer-
ing, Public Works and Facilities will
be heard.

Garwood Proposed Budget
Eclipses $8 Million

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Residents are fac-
ing a $185 increase per household
in their taxes under a preliminary
budget presented March 10 at a
special meeting of the borough
council. The plan remains under
state-mandated spending limits but
exceeds the Trenton-restricted tax
hike.

Spending would jump to $8.02 mil-
lion from $7.8 million last fiscal year,
borough Chief Financial Officer
Sandy Bruns said following the meet-
ing since no total figures were dis-
closed during the approximate two-
hour session. Another meeting to dis-
cuss the budget was set for this evening
(March 17) before the budget is for-
mally introduced later this month or
in April. Finance Committee Chair-
woman Sara Todisco led the discus-
sion, reading from spreadsheets not
given to the public. Three major items
were debated as areas to be able to
reduce the tax levy and/or eliminate
budget items, including one about
staffing within the Department of
Public Works (DPW).

The DPW budget item surrounded
retaining an eighth laborer. Council
members would not publicly discuss
how or when the DPW increased to
eight men, citing personnel matters
that were the subject of closed execu-
tive sessions. However, DPW worker
Timothy Delgado was dismissed on a
vote of council at its October 13 meet-
ing following an executive session.
Council members and Borough At-
torney Bob Renaud refused to dis-
cuss the reason.

The council authorized the hiring
of Matthew Moore at its reorganiza-
tion meeting on January 4 to replace
Mr. Delgado, returning the DPW to a
staff of seven. However, Mr. Delgado
was subsequently rehired on March
10, Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
confirmed, following an executive
session on March 8 that discussed a
“personnel matter.” Ms. Todisco and
Streets and Roads Committee Chair-
man Lou Petruzzelli explained that
the DPW had a staff of eight, includ-
ing a foreman, as of 2003. At that
time, the borough was required by the
state to hire a certified DPW superin-
tendent, which left it with seven la-
borers, including a foreman, and a
superintendent.

The borough entered into a shared-
services agreement with Fanwood in

July of last year, which resulted in the
dismissal of DPW head Fred Corbitt
and authorized his Fanwood counter-
part, Clint Dicksen, to oversee
Garwood’s department. Proponents
of the deal promoted an approximate
$70,000 cost savings to the borough
per year, according to Ms. Todisco
and Mr. Petruzzelli, who noted that
even with the retention of the eighth
worker would still result in a $28,000
savings. Councilman Jim Mathieu
asked how the DPW had been able to
“muddle through” the past 12 years
with only seven men, and Council-
man Jim Sarno, a member of the
Finance Committee, said he proposed
keeping the full-time staff at seven
with two seasonal workers.

During the public comment por-
tion, 33-year DPW staffer and resi-
dent Glenn Lewis implored the
council to keep the eighth man,
pointing to Mr. Moore seated in the
gallery in front of him. He accused
the council of putting the safety of
the DPW members at risk if they
didn’t and finished with “do the
right thing.” Ms. Bruns estimated
the cost of an eighth DPW worker in
the current budget was approxi-
mately $33,000. Other major items
that were identified as potential
ways to cut the budget and/or re-
duce the tax levy were tapping an
approximate $20,000 account ac-
crued from user fees for the sports
and recreation complex to fund the
playground. That would cover the
approximate $19,000 budget line
item needed to maintain the prop-
erty. Ms. Todisco was wary of using
the entire account, suggesting at
least $5,000 be left over for an emer-
gency. Mr. Sarno countered by sug-
gesting the account be used entirely
in alternating years, an idea that
drew the support of Mayor Charles
Lombardo. Ms. Bruns said she
wanted to confirm the amount be-
fore suggesting its use.

Another budget item that sparked
discussion was $30,000 allocated to
the Planning Board for redevelop-
ment studies, particularly for the
Casale-Petro properties. The 5.3 acres
of largely abandoned and decrepit
factories, offices and other properties
has been the subject of three meetings
by the board in the past four months.
Russo Development of Carlstadt has
submitted conceptual designs for the
property, which include a 315-unit
apartment complex and eight retail
spaces. The money ostensibly would
be used for traffic studies and to re-
view any financial estimates proposed
by a developer.

Mr. Mathieu, a planning board
member, asked if a $25,000 check
from Russo paid to the borough could
be used to cover most of the line item.
Ms. Bruns acknowledged she had
received the money earlier in the day.
Today’s budget meeting will include
discussion of the revenue side while
revisiting the unresolved spending
items.

Borough Man Convicted for
Alluding Police During Chase

Auto Break-Ins On
Rise In Local Towns
REGION — Surrounding towns

are experiencing burglaries to un-
locked vehicles. Residents are re-
minded to always lock their vehicles
and never leave valuables in plain
view within the vehicle.

As always, residents are encour-
aged to contact their police depart-
ment should they observe any suspi-
cious persons or vehicles.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

 

 

 

 

March 20 – Palm Sunday 
Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 53:10-12 
Sermon Title:  The Conquering Christ 
March 25 – Good Friday – 7 p.m. 

Sermon Title:  Why did HE have to die?   
(The Good Friday Question) 

March 27 – Resurrection Sunday 
6:48 a.m. - SONrise Service 

10:30 a.m. 
Scripture Reading – I Corinthians 15:12-20 

Sermon Title:  What if? 
   

170 Elm St., Westfield      908-233-2278 

www.fbcwestfield.org                       

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

Single Size : 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425  • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

HANDY MAN &
CARPENTER SERVICE
No Job Too Big or Small

• Seasoned Construction Professional

• Seniors Friendly Pricing & Service

• Insured

Snow Plowing Also Available

Call Phil: 908-246-9448

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

CMZ CLEANING SERVICES
Let Us Make Your Life Easier

We Clean HOMES • OFFICES

Weekly • Bi-Weekly
Monthly • 1 Time

Call or e-mail today for a free estimate

908-322-4502

Insured/Bonded

cmzclean@yahoo.com

Clerk Unveils App for Teens
To Pre-Register to Vote at 17
COUNTY – Union County Clerk

Joanne Rajoppi has announced that
high school students in Union County
who are 17 can now use the Union
County Votes mobile app to down-
load a form to pre-register to vote.

Ms. Rajoppi also unveiled a new party
declaration button for the app.

The new Are You 17? button is
labeled “17” with a forward arrow to
resemble a Parkway sign. It enables
17-year-olds to determine their eligi-
bility to vote when they turn 18 by
answering questions about their age,
residency, and citizenship. They can
then request a registration form. Once
they return the form they will auto-
matically be registered to vote on
their 18th birthday.

New Jersey State Law allows a per-
son who will be 18 on or before Elec-
tion Day to register to vote before their
18th birthday. The party declaration
button is designed to provide voters
with a convenient way to access a
political party declaration form if they
wish to change or declare their party
affiliation in time to vote during a
Primary Election. Under New Jersey
state law, voters currently affiliated
with a political party must change their
affiliation 55 days before a Primary
Election. Unaffiliated voters may de-
clare their affiliation at any time up to
and including Primary Day. The Union
County Votes app is a free download
for mobile devices. It was introduced
by Ms. Rajoppi in fall 2014 to enable
voters and election watchers to ac-
cess critical information, including
emergency-related polling place
changes and other alerts.

County residents can confirm their
registration and party affiliation status
by using the Am I Registered? button
on the Union County Votes app. For
more information  visit   ucnj.org.county-
clerk or call (908) 527-4787.

COUNTY — A Union County
jury has returned guilty verdicts
against a Mountainside man who
led police on a vehicle pursuit that
ended with an accident approxi-
mately four years ago, acting Union
County Prosecutor Grace H. Park
announced Friday.

Antonio Santos, 37, was con-
victed on charges of second-de-
gree eluding police and fourth-de-
gree possession of a weapon (his
vehicle) following approximately
90 minutes of jury deliberation and
a six-day trial before state Supe-
rior Court Judge Frederic R.
McDaniel. Following the verdict,
Santos also pleaded guilty to a
charge of fourth-degree driving
with a suspended license for a sec-
ond or subsequent DWI convic-
tion.

It was shortly after midnight on
March 3, 2012 when a police of-
ficer attempted to pull over a Range
Rover being driven by Santos in the
area of Summit Road and Charles
Street in Mountainside, according

to Union County Assistant Prosecu-
tor Meghan Tomlinson, who pros-
ecuted the case.

Instead, Santos led Mountainside
and Springfield police patrol units on
a chase that covered approximately
five miles, winding from that
Mountainside intersection up Sum-
mit Road into a residential part of
Springfield, back down Summit Road
onto Route 22, and ultimately just off
the highway, where he lost control of
the vehicle and crashed, Ms.
Tomlinson said. He then was arrested
at the scene and was found to have
been driving on a suspended license.

Santos claimed at trial that he was
pathologically intoxicated on mul-
tiple forms of prescription medica-
tion at the time of the incident, a
defense the jury rejected.

Following Thursday’s verdict,
Santos’s bail was revoked and he was
remanded to Union County jail. He
will face a term of up to 10 years in
state prison upon sentencing, which
is scheduled for Friday, May 6 before
Judge McDaniel.

Kean Cougar Dollars Now Accepted at
 Five Area Restaurants

UNION –– Kean University has an-
nounced that Cougar Dollars has been
approved for off-campus use and will
now be accepted for the first time at five
local restaurants. Cougar Dollars is a
payment plan which gives students an
easier way to purchase food on campus
with a simple swipe of their ID cards.

Four of the five local restaurants
that are now accepting Cougar Dol-
lars are in Union: Applebee’s on
Morris Avenue, BonChon on
Stuyvesant Avenue, Koki Japanese
Restaurant in the Galloping Hill Cen-

ter, Rock ‘n’ Joe at the NJ Transit
Union train station, and Tropicana
Diner on Morris Avenue in Elizabeth.

“The idea of extending Cougar
Dollars to off-campus restaurants
came from our student leaders. This
idea has been in the planning stages
for some time now, and we are happy
and excited that it has finally come to
fruition,” said Kerrin Lyles, director
of the Miron Student Center. “If there
is a positive response to this program,
we may look to add a few more res-
taurants in the future.”
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Sponsored locally by:
Chelsea Senior Living 

Little Hearts, Big World CPR/First Aid Instruction

Firemen and
      The Easter Bunny

Friday, March 18th

6:00 PM-8:00 PM
Italian dinner fundraiser for the

Fanwood Volunteer Fire Company

Donation: $10 adults, $5 children. All you can eat!

Easter Bunny! Easter Eggs! Face Painting!

Live entertainment! See the fire truck! 

RSVP: 908-654-5200. We’ll see you at

295 SOUTH AVENUE • FANWOOD, NJ 07023

CHELSEASENIORLIVING.COM

together for
   a hoppin’ good time!

HEALTH INNOVATION CHAMP... Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) meets with
members of the Healthcare Leadership Council in his Westfield District Office
after they named him Champion of Health Innovation.

Bill Would Require List
Of All Unfunded Mandates

1 9 1 6

100 Tillinghast Turn � Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 � 908.233.1300 � Shackamaxoncc.com
*All prices subject to a 20% service charge and NJ State Tax. Credit card must be provided in order to hold the reservation.

In the event you need to cancel your reservation, please do so within 48 hours of the event in order to avoid incurring a 50% charge.

At any moment, a GREAT moment.®

Easter Brunch
Sunday, March 27th 11am – 2pm

Fun For
The Kids

Visit with the

Easter Bunny &

Easter Egg Hunt!

Please bring your

own basket

Make this Easter a Memorable Experience
at Shackamaxon Country Club

Feast on our fantastic buffet while enjoying live piano music and spectacular views

• Farm Fresh Eggs & Omelettes •Smoked Fish Station •Enticing Entreés
• French Toast Station •Carving Stations •Sensational Desserts

There’s even a children’s buffet just for the little ones

Adults $45* Children 4 - 12 $20*
Children 3 & under are complimentary!

Reservations required
Please Contact Amanda Maloney
amaloney@shackamaxoncc.com

(908) 233.1300 ext. 1220

Plan to Subdivide Church
Property Postponed to April

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – An application
before the zoning board by a devel-
oper to subdivide the Grace Ortho-
dox Presbyterian Church property at
1100 Boulevard was tabled Monday
night and carried over to the Monday,
April 11 meeting.

Developer Michael Mahony is
seeking to subdivide the property into
three lots, maintaining the existing
church on one lot and creating two
new lots for the construction of a new
single-family home on each lot.

According to Board Chairman Wil-
liam Heinbokel, there has been no
parking provision plan submitted by
the applicant which is the reason the
board would not hear the application.
Parishioners currently have to park
on the street.

In other board business, the board
approved several applications. Karim
and Kelley Schultz of 715 Marcellus
Drive were approved to construct a
second-story addition to add a master
bedroom suite with bathroom and
closet. Mr. Schultz said the addition
would sit atop the existing foot print
of the existing home.

Mary Jackson of 708 Austin Street
was approved to construct a two-
story addition. The applicant wishes
to add a family room on the first floor
and a bedroom on the second story.

Peter Brooks of 901 Summit Av-
enue was approved to demolish an
existing garage and add a new garage

which will be attached to the house.
The applicant also wishes to add a
family room and a kitchen to the rear
of the home and a master suite to the
second floor. Since there is an attic
there now, the addition would result
in a third story.

Architect Kenneth Abrams said
there will be an overhang around the
whole house on the second floor. That
floor will contain a master bedroom
suite. The application was approved
on the condition that the attic space
will not be used as living space.

The following applications were
carried to the April 11 meeting be-
cause the plans were incomplete:

Bill Wilkins (WGWI, LLC), 318
Marlboro Street, and Westfield Prime
Properties, LLC, 560 Cumberland
Street. Mr. Wilkins is seeking ap-
proval to demolish the existing struc-
ture and construct a new home and to
retain the existing non-conforming
detached two-car garage. Mean-
while, Westfield Prime Properties is
seeking approval to construct a new
two-family home and detached ga-
rage.

The board granted an extension of
one year to a prior approved applica-
tion to Gretchen and Larry Laguna of
865 Boulevard. Mr. Laguna said they
have not found someone to do the
work yet.

The next meeting of the board will
be Monday, April 11 at 7:30 p.m. at
the municipal building, 425 East
Broad Street.

Munoz Bill On Safe Handling Of
Chemo Drugs OK’d by Committee

TRENTON – Legislation (A-1034)
instructing the Department of Com-
munity Affairs to prepare and annu-
ally Legislation (A-1034) instructing
the Department of Community Af-
fairs to prepare and annually update a
list of all unfunded state and federal
mandates imposed on municipalities
and counties has been released by the
Assembly State and Local Govern-
ment Committee. The bill, sponsored
by Assemblyman Jay Webber (R-26th,
Parsippany), specifies that a cost es-
timate of each mandate must be in-
cluded in the list.

“Too often, local government is
directed to implement a law or regu-
lation that doesn’t make allowances
for how the directive is funded,” Mr.
Webber said. “When there is no re-
quirement for the federal or state gov-
ernments to pay for such ‘free’ man-

dates, there will be more and more of
them. Only those mandates are not
free, because taxpayers wind up pay-
ing for them one way or another.”

“This bill improves transparency,
giving taxpayers access to informa-
tion on the hidden costs of programs
or regulations for which they pay, but
don’t yet know it,” he said.

The National Conference of
State Legislatures reported that
Congress shifted at least $131 bil-
lion in costs to states between 2004
and 2008.

A 2014 study by the Congres-
sional Budget Office reported that
of the 539 bills analyzed, 47 con-
tained intergovernmental man-
dates.

www.goleader.com

SUMMIT — A bill sponsored by
Asw. Nancy F. Muñoz (R-21st, Summit)
to protect healthcare personnel who
handle hazardous chemotherapy drugs
has received Assembly Health and Se-
nior Services Committee approval.

The bill (A-837), the “Hazardous
Drug Safe Handling Act,” would re-
quire the state Department of Labor
and Workforce Development
(DOLWD) to establish rules and regu-
lations for the safe handling of che-
motherapy drugs by health care per-
sonnel in a health care setting or an
animal or veterinary facility. This in-
cludes doctors, nurses, pharmacists,
operating room staff, shipping, receiv-
ing and laundry workers and waste

handlers. “The development and use
of chemotherapy has exploded since it
was first used in the 1940s. Treatment
often consists of a combination of
chemo drugs, which are very potent,”
said Ms. Muñoz, a registered nurse
herself.

“These powerful drugs may expose
workers to a number of serious short-
term and chronic effects. While provid-
ing potentially lifesaving medicine and
comfort to cancer patients is very re-
warding, it can be emotionally stress-
ful. Health care professionals don’t need
the added burden of worrying about
adverse effects from the drugs they are
administering. They deserve a safe work
environment,” Ms. Munoz said.

County Clerk Offers Free
Photos on Passport Day

COUNTY – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi invites county resi-
dents to take advantage of a free pass-
port photo opportunity on Passport
Day, Saturday, April 9, by applying
for a Passport during extended hours
at the county clerk’s office annex in
Westfield, at 300 North Avenue East,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

As a special Passport Day offer, the
county clerk’s normal fee of $10 per
passport photo will be waived for all
applicants, including renewals as well
as new passport applications.

No appointment is necessary but
applicants must arrive by 1:30 p.m.
Ms. Rajoppi also noted that new na-
tional standards for driver’s licenses
are being phased in to enhance safety
at airports and other federal facilities.

New Jersey has an extended deadline
of October 2016 to comply with the
new standards.

Passport Day was established as a
national program by the U.S. Depart-
ment of State in 2008, to help travel-
ers avoid the stress and expense of
last-minute passport issues. Budget
cuts forced an end to the State
Department’s program, but Ms.
Rajoppi has continued to host an an-
nual Passport Day.

For more details about Passport
services, including convenient links
to Passport information from the
State Department, visit ucnj.org/
county-clerk, call the Westfield An-
nex at (908) 654-9859, or call the
main office in Elizabeth at (908)
527-4966.

Zoning Bd. OKs Porches,
Patio, In-Ground Pool
By SCOTT NISLEY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — At their Monday
night meeting, the zoning board ap-
proved construction of five residen-
tial building projects. The proposals
ranged from erecting new front
porches to the addition of a new in-
ground pool.

Orlando Mendes, a resident at 610
Riverside Drive, proposed to build a
new front porch outside his home —
one that would extend four feet out
into his front yard and take up a total
footprint of 295 square feet.

Mr. Mendes explained that while
the new porch was in conflict with
Cranford’s ordinance for a minimum
required front yard setback, he con-
tended that the extra square feet would
not negatively impact the town.

“The new open porch is in keeping
with similar homes in town and the
proud tradition of porches on Victorian
houses in Cranford,” Mr. Mendes said.

The zoning board largely agreed
with Mr. Mendes in terms of the pro-
posed aesthetics, however, they did
take issue with the implications of a
building an impervious structure of
that size on a residential lot.

Zoning Board Secretary Jeffrey Pis-
tol noted the impact of impervious
surfaces larger than 240 square feet,
and their tendency to impede the flow
of rain water into the ground. Accord-
ing to him, Cranford’s Environmental
Commission had requested the board
take that into consideration, when de-
liberating over such proposals.

Board Member Kevin Illing con-
tended that Mr. Mendes’ proposal
was hardly a concern, in that the struc-
ture as a whole — including the new
porch — would still fall below the
maximum number of square feet for
an impervious surface.

Charles Macaluso, a resident at 210
Oak Lane, proposed to expand the
entryway into his home, as well as
add a new set of front steps. In an
effort to keep this entry platform free
from snow during the winter months,
he also requested the addition of a
small roof to cover the area.

“In order to prevent anyone from
being injured, we would like to ex-
pand the entry platform two-and-one-
half feet past the front wall and pro-
vide new stairs and railing, as per the
building codes,” Mr. Macaluso said.

The zoning board agreed with Mr.
Macaluso concerns for safety and al-
lowed him to proceed.

Marlene Buckman, a resident at 24
Colby Lane, proposed to augment her
front entryway as well. She explained

that her foyer area was particularly
narrow and posed a practical problem
when greeting a guest. The added foyer
space, she explained, would also al-
low room for coat closets and create a
more “comfortable” feel. Another part
of Ms. Buckman’s proposal included
extending the front steps outside her
home and adding a special porch with
a roof enclosure.

Kate Friedman and Elio Mayo, resi-
dents at 35 Mansion Terrace, appealed
to the board to allow them to finish
construction of a front-yard patio they
already had begun building. Ms.
Friedman explained that the patio, at
120 square feet, was a project they
had commenced without realizing it
conflicted with the local zoning ordi-
nances. She insisted that the mason
they hired to perform the job had
mislead them.

Aside from the patio not being per-
mitted in the front yard, another prob-
lem was that the addition put Ms. Fried-
man and Mr. Mayo over-budget on the
maximum allowable lot coverage.

The house, which already exceeded
the 40 percent maximum, would in-
crease to 47.9 percent with the addi-
tion of the patio. Ms. Friedman ex-
plained that the house had been built
in 1920, at a time when lot coverage
ordinances didn’t exist. The board
agreed to approve the application,
provided that Ms. Friedman and Mr.
Mayo plant suitable shrubbery around
the porch to conceal it.

Paul Leibrock, a resident at 131
North Lehigh Avenue, proposed the
addition of a new in-ground pool in
the back yard of his quarter-acre lot.
The main concern with his applica-
tion was that the proposed area for the
pool lay in a spot less than the re-
quired distance from the side lot lines.

Mr. Leibrock insisted that the pool
had to occupy the space they had
decided on because of various practi-
cal and safety concerns. He explained
that if the pool were to be within
zoning codes, that it would be either
be too close to the back door of his
house, or too far away.  Mr. Leibrock’s
wife Laura raised concerns with this
very issue. She supported the idea of
building the pool approximately 10
feet from the home.

While the zoning board acknowl-
edged the homeowners’ concerns, they
did raise issue with the idea of the pool
being too close to the property. Some
members, including Vice-Chairman
Robert Bovasso, espoused the idea
that the Leibrock’s four-month old son
might one day try to jump into the pool
from the second-story window.
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

I Received No Apology From
Scotch Plains For Its Error

I would like to describe my nega-
tive experience with the municipal
government of Scotch Plains. On Feb-
ruary 7, 2016, I received a ticket for
$54 for a broken rear brake light on
my car. I promptly mailed out a check
to the violations department of Scotch
Plains; the town deposited my check
on February 16.

I had forgotten about the issue until
I received a letter in the mail remind-
ing me that my fee was unpaid. I
called the violation bureau and was
unable to resolve the issue by phone.

I had to stop by in person to the
municipal court, wherein it was dis-
covered that my violation fee had
been inexplicably deposited into
Scotch Plain’s tax collection depart-

ment instead of the violations bureau.
This is despite the fact that I did
everything correctly – my check was
addressed to the violations bureau
and sent to the requested address listed
on my ticket. Even more perplexing,
I’m not a resident of Scotch Plains
and do not pay taxes to Scotch Plains.

I received no apology from the
town for its error. I am also unhappy
that the clerk could not resolve the
issue over the phone. Clearly, Scotch
Plain’s municipal government needs
better oversight into what its workers
are doing – the accounting unit in the
town may also be in need of supervi-
sion.

Yen Wu
Westfield

Here We Go Again With Turf Fields
And Millions In Expense

First it is the Westfield Board of
Education wanting to install artificial
turf fields and at taxpayer expense.
Now it is the Westfield Recreation
Commission proposing spending be-
tween $2.4 and $2.5 million on artifi-
cial turf fields in Tamaques Park.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann told the Westfield Recre-
ation Commission that he is “com-
fortable” presenting to the Town
Council the turf field proposal of John
Belle, the supervising engineer for
design and construction at Greene
Engineering.

The taxpayers of Westfield should
not be comfortable with yet another
turf field proposal.

The problem with government is
that it spends money it does not make
on projects we do not need!Union .

Another turf field proposal when
billions of people around the world
have played on grass fields and even
on dirt fields for millennia.

Where is the Recreation Commis-
sion when it comes to lowering the
fees at the municipal pool complex,
providing opportunities for adults and
children to visit museums and histori-
cal sights and attend performing arts
concerts, and helping to lower real
estate taxes in town?

Only two of the 30 Major League
Baseball teams do not play on home
stadium grass turf fields. The Toronto
Blue Jays and the Tampa Bay Rays.
This after so many of them tried arti-
ficial turf fields. Note all the fields
have between bases.

Only five of the 20 Major League
Soccer teams do not play on home
stadium grass turf fields. Vancouver
Whitecaps, Seattle Sounders, Orlando
City, New England Revolution, and
Portland Timbers.

If all these teams can play on grass
turf fields so can we in Westfield.

The University of Arkansas Divi-

sion of Agriculture reports that artifi-
cial turf fields are not maintenance
free. And may even cost as much if
not more to maintain than grass turf
fields They require irrigation because
of unacceptably high temperatures
on warm sunny days. They also re-
quire disinfectants, sprays to reduce
static cling and odors, drainage repair
and maintenance, erasure and repaint-
ing of temporary lines, and removal
of organic matter accumulation. Arti-
ficial turf fields must be more fre-
quently replaced and restored than
grass turf fields. There are consider-
able disposal costs. There are manu-
facturer warranty issues.

NBC News reported on February
12, 2016 that the Consumer Product
Safety Commission, the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency, and the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion are jointly studying the safety of
artificial turf.

According to The Centers for Dis-
ease Control, “As the turf ages, lead is
released that could be ingested or
inhaled, and the risk for harmful ex-
posures increases.”

The New Jersey Department of
Health and Senior Services took arti-
ficial turf fiber samples from fields
around the state. It recommends “as a
precaution, until further guidance is
available” the following steps: dust
suppression, aggressive hand and
body washing after playing on the
field, and clothes worn on the field be
taken off inside out and separately
washed. It concluded, “There is need
for a comprehensive and coordinated
approach to evaluating the pubic
health risks and benefits of artificial
turf fields…important gaps in our
knowledge of the nature and magni-
tude of potential exposures and health
risks remain.”

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help

Useful Information:
www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal
Date and Customer ID are

printed on your mailing label.)

Though Beaten in Court, Developer
Returns and Again Seeks Town Homes

In regards to the Hidi property on
4th Avenue in Garwood, again being
targeted for a high-density town home
project by the same developer in the
last two years: Fortunately, four
Garwood residents were able to beat
back the developers fingers from get-
ting into Garwood’s back roads. How-
ever, in the 2014 hearing on allowing
a variance for the developer to put
nine town houses on property that
was previously approved for three
single-family homes, an ominous
“warning” came out of that hearing
from the developer’s professional’s
testimony. This is found in the tran-
scripts of the first planning board
hearing in May 2014. His profes-
sional contended that since this prop-
erty is within 2,000 feet of a train
station, a high-density project is per-
fect for the land.

This puts us on red alert that basi-
cally all of Garwood and even some
of Cranford in proximity of the
Garwood train station is perfect for
high-density projects.

If this high-density project is ap-
proved, it is basically at the farthest
point from the train station. With this
precedence, it would only be a matter

of time that the properties between
his project and the train station could
be filled in with high-density projects
like poisonous mushrooms.

Take a map and draw a 2,000-foot
radius circle around the train station.
Now we should all be afraid.

Procedurally, something is just not
right. This developer again is coming
in front of the planning board with the
exact same poisonous mushroom
plans. This hearing is open to the
public. This impacts Garwood,
Westfield and Cranford.

I am writing to ask that the resi-
dents of the three towns come to the
planning board meeting, to stop this
defilement of a neighborhood. Within
2,000 feet, nearly a half mile, no
neighborhood would be safe from
major high-density projects. The
meeting is March 23, at  7:30 p.m. at
Garwood Borough Hall.

We must all make sure that the
proceedings have integrity and that
the proper questions are asked by the
planning board. We must not let the
first spores of his poisonous mush-
room kill our neighborhoods.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Mayor Welcomes All to
Annual Scotch Plains

Easter Egg Hunt
In Scotch Plains we take pride in

our strong sense of community, and
the public events we provide are the
ties that help bind us together.

With spring just around the corner,
it is time to welcome in the new
season with one of our most popular
community events – the annual Scotch
Plains Easter Egg Hunt.

On behalf of the governing body, I
want to take this opportunity to invite
you and your family to join us in this
wonderful community event where
children and adults can renew old
friendships and start new ones.

This year’s Egg Hunt will take place
Saturday, March 19, starting at 11
a.m. at Augustine Park on the Village
Green (rain date is Sunday, March
20th at 1 p.m.). While 8 years old or
younger children are invited to par-
ticipate in the hunt, there will be fun
activities for everyone, including:

Photos with the Easter Bunny, Jelly
Bean Guessing Contest, Balloon Art,
Tattoos (washable, of course), and
Face Painting.

Please join your friends and neigh-
bors for what is always one of the
highlights of our community calen-
dar of events.

Kevin Glover
Mayor of Scotch Plains

There Will Not Be a Westfield
Easter Egg Hunt This Year

The Westfield Lions regretfully
announce that for the first time since
1936 circumstances preclude the club
from hosting it’s annual Easter Egg
Hunt. The Lions want to thank The
Westfield Leader for their coverage
of the hunt for the last 80 years, with-
out which it couldn’t have occurred.
Life magazine covered the event as
well in 1936.

 We Lions were often approached

by townspeople at the Hunt who would
relate how not only did they and now
their children participate, but that their
parents in the 1940s or 1950s did as
well. The Lions want to thank all the
kids who have participated in the
past, be they a 6-year-old from last
year’s hunt or a now 86-year’s young
egg glommer from the 1936 kick off.

Mike Gordeuk
Westfield Lions Club

U.S., New Jersey Supreme Court
Nominations, Few Similarities

There is a vacancy on the U.S. Supreme Court. There is
a vacancy on the New Jersey Supreme Court.

Republicans who control the U.S. Senate and vote to
confirm or deny a presidential nominee say they won’t
consider anybody President Barack Obama sends to them.

Democrats who control the New Jersey Senate and vote
to confirm or deny a gubernatorial nominee say they won’t
consider anybody Governor Chris Christie sends to them
unless it’s a Democrat.

That’s about as much similarity as you will find in the
two situations. While New Jersey Democrats on the face
of it have added a caveat, the rest of it splits fairly widely.

The SCOTUS situation arose out of the February 13
death of Antonin Scalia, a steadfast, sometimes acerbic,
conservative bulwark on the U.S. Supreme Court.

President Obama has less than a year left on his second
and final term.

The vacancy on the New Jersey Supreme Court has
been with us since 2010, when John Wallace’s seven-year
term expired and Gov. Christie chose not to reappoint the
Democrat nominated by former Governor Jim McGreevey.
The position has actually been filled by Mary Catherine
Cuff, a Democrat, since 2012 when the Chief Justice,
Democrat Stuart Rabner, “temporarily” assigned her.

The position remains technically a vacancy because
Senate President Stephen Sweeney (D-3rd, West Deptford)
has refused to consider any nomination by Gov. Christie
unless he or she is a Democrat – to maintain “partisan
balance and judicial independence,” he says.

With three Republicans, three Democrats (including
Ms. Cuff) and one Independent, Mr. Sweeney claims there
is a 70-year tradition of “partisan balance” on the New
Jersey Supreme Court. Of course, he conveniently ignores
or forgets the other 70-year tradition that the governor gets
his party’s edge on partisanship when nominating justices.

“Partisan balance” is a ridiculous concept coming from
the New Jersey Supreme Court, a cabal which has given us
such egregious rulings as Abbott school district funding
(1981), Mount Laurel housing (1975 and 1983) and the
“Switcheroo” of  Frank Lautenberg for Robert Torricelli
on the U.S. Senate ballot (2002) – to mention just a few.

U.S. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ken-
tucky, a Republican, and others in his party have said with
less than a year to go in President Obama’s last term, the
general public should get a little more direct say – via the
presidential election — in whom to nominate to fill Mr.
Scalia’s seat. Ideological balance clearly is in play there.

Mr. McConnell hasn’t qualified his position by saying
if a conservative justice is nominated his party would
consider him or her. Mr. McConnell also isn’t running for
president.

Mr. Sweeney has justified his position by saying New
Jersey is “not a conservative state.” He clearly feels he can
thumb his nose at anyone who is not liberal. If Mr.
Sweeney becomes the next governor of New Jersey, as he
probably expects to, does he think anybody will believe
him — or care — when he’ll claim to be governor of “all”
the people?

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rubiginose – Rust-colored
2. Threnody – A song of lamentation;

a dirge
3. Cozen – To cheat or defraud
4. Pollan – A white fish found in some

lakes in Ireland

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

LUSK
1. Soreness of the eyes
2. To sail with a quartering wind, or

with a wind about 45 degrees abaft the
beam

3. Lazy; idle
4. Muddy, thick or turbid

TUBERON
1. A wartlike lump or node
2. A shark
3. A potato
4. The pocket gopher

PILIGEROUS
1. Covered with hair
2. Putrid; foul-smelling
3. Shaped like a cap
4. Given to theft or robbery; untrust-

worthy
BRACCATE

1. Having feathers which conceal the
feet and legs

2. Concise; brief; to the point
3. Having the breadth of the cranium

greater than the length, according to the
cephalic index

4. In botany, furnished with branches
in pairs

See more letters on page 5

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Bruce Bergen, chair
bbergen@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

State Should Help Counties Fund
New Speedy Trial, Bail System

The New Jersey courts system is undertaking its biggest
change in decades with implementation of the new speedy
trial and bail system. As we have reported, all those
arrested on as criminal complaint will now have a risk
assessment completed on them within 48 hours. And if
they are detained, the prosecution will have 90 days to
gain an indictment and after that 180 days to go to trial.

“Defendants...would have to be indicted within 90 days
for those who are held in custody pre-trial and within 180
days for those not. The period from indictment to trial
would be six months for those held in custody and 12
months for those who are released,” New Jersey Supreme
Court Chief Justice Stuart Rabner said in March 2014
upon release of a judicial report.

According to a December 2015 report to the state
legislature from the courts, a March 2013 analysis showed
that 39 percent of those persons jailed in New Jersey
county jails were eligible to be released but were still
being held because they did not have the funds to post bail.
Twelve percent (1,547) of that number remained in jail on
bails of $250 or less.

Judges will still be allowed to issue bail, but only as a
“last resort,” according to a August 2014 New York Times
editorial.

“Under these reforms, our justice system will be both
more effective in protecting our communities from danger-
ous, violent repeat-offenders and fairer to those non-violent

offenders who do not deserve to sit in what has become the
equivalent of debtors’ prison because they can’t afford to
post the bail,” Governor Chris Christie said at a 2014 bill
signing ceremony for the legislation that voters approved as
a referendum on the November 2014 ballot.

We believe the new trial and bail system is necessary as
those sitting in a jail because they cannot make a modest
bail should not be locked up while individuals arrested for
more serious crimes should not be allowed to post high
bails and be free to walk out of prison. But, in our view,
counties should receive funding to offset costs occurred to
establish this new system. In his executive budget, Union
County Manager Al Faella said the new law would cost an
extra $1 million this year and $1.8 million in 2017, the
year the law will begin.

The county prosecutor’s office has put in for 11 addi-
tional positions including five more assistant prosecutors
while 15 new positions have been added in the Union
County judicial system. The salaries of judges and their
staff were shifted to the state budget during the Whitman
Administration.

The New Jersey Association of Counties is seeking $21
million in increased court filing fees to offset costs for
added county prosecutor and sheriff department staff to
implement the law. They also want another $1 million per
county — there are 21 counties in New Jersey — for
courtroom facility and security improvements.
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Voice Your Opposition Against the
High-Density Townhouses

A critical issue faces those who live
at the Garwood/Westfield/Cranford
border (Brookside Place/4th Avenue /
Union St.) In the small lot formerly
occupied by the 5 Star Caterer (4th and
Walnut) a developer is seeking permis-
sion to build nine high-density
townhouses. The original Planning
Board approval was for three single-
family homes. The Garwood Planning
Board later then approved an astonish-
ing six variances without reasonable or
sufficient explanation.

This development would have a se-
vere impact on an area already prone to
flooding.

As the Earth Institute of Columbia
University points out – the Urban Heat
Island Effect results from overcrowd-
ing and too much impervious surface –

(parking lots, driveways, etc.) Water
quality, air quality etc., are all impacted,
not to mention our ever- present risk of
flooding, as impervious surfaces do
not allow ground water to be absorbed.
That water will be absorbed into our
basements instead.

Another factor: traffic on that street
is already hazardous and the area is
bordered by two elementary schools.
Traffic will be seriously increased with
the addition of presumably as many as
18 more vehicles.

If you share my concerns, I urge you
to attend the Garwood Planning Board
meeting on Wednesday, March 23 at
7:30 to voice your opinion.

Marianne Kehoe
Garwood

The Westfield Board of Health Reports
On Their March 7 Meeting

Freeholder Hudak Notes
 Consumer Protection Week

In February, 24 retail food estab-
lishments had routine inspections and
five had walk-in inspections due to
complaints. All but two were satis-
factory. One restaurant had its third
conditional satisfactory rating in a
row and was subject to a board hear-
ing, but the owner transferred owner-
ship. That restaurant was re-inspected
and its rating was satisfactory under
the new owner. The former owner
was issued summonses for violating
the sanitary code.

The vast majority of retail food
establishments consistently follow the
town’s sanitary code. However, a few
restaurants occasionally do not and
the board holds the owners respon-
sible to protect the public health.
According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), one
in six Americans get sick by consum-
ing contaminated food or beverages
each year, and the board wants to
minimize that in Westfield.

Five pre-school immunization au-
dits were completed in February. Ini-
tial compliance rates ranged between
86 percent and 100 percent for two
programs. The programs were coun-
seled and re-audited, with compli-
ance rates of 96 percent for one pro-
gram and 100 percent for the others.

Five Westfield residents were di-
agnosed with hepatitis C virus this
year, but infection could have been
present for years. Many people do not
realize they have hepatitis C virus,
which is transmitted by blood and
body fluids, like HIV. The CDC rec-
ommends that all persons aged 40 to
70 years be screened for hepatitis C
virus, in addition to anyone who had
a potential high risk exposure to blood
or blood products, hemodialysis or
has HIV infection (www.cdc.gov/
hepatitis/hcv/index.htm has more in-
formation). The CDC also recom-
mends that everyone between the ages
of 13 and 64 years be tested for HIV
at least once as part of routine health
care. People with certain risk factors

should get tested more often
(www.cdc.gov/hiv/ for more details).

Here to Help (H2H), formerly
known as the Greater Westfield Men-
tal Health Coalition, will sponsor a
free community event, Youth and Teen
Behavior: Typical or Troubled, high-
lighting resources for concerned par-
ents and caregivers. It will be held at
the Westfield Area Y Bauer Branch,
on Tuesday, April 5, from 8:30 to 10
a.m. For more information, please
contact Laura Scanlon, the public
health nursing supervisor, at
(908)789-4070, ext. 4074 or
lscanlon@westfieldnj.gov.

Prescription medication abuse and
diversion continue to be of concern.
Residents can drop off expired and
unwanted medications, including pet
medications, anonymously and at any
time in a drop box located in the
lobby of the Westfield Police Depart-
ment headquarters.

The Westfield Regional Health
Department is sponsoring health
screenings with Overlook Medical
Center at the Overlook Downtown
Center, 357 Springfield Avenue in
Summit. Bone density screening will
be on Mondays, March 21 and April
4, and cholesterol screening will be
on Monday, March 28, from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. for a $10 charge each. Free
blood pressure and diabetes screen-
ings will also be available. For more
information and to register, please
contact the Overlook Community
Health Department at 1-800-247-
9580.

 Information about all of the health
department’s activities is available
on its website www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. The complete minutes of the
March 7 meeting will be posted after
review and approval at our April 4
meeting, which starts at 5:30 p.m. in
the municipal building. The public is
invited to attend.

Lawrence Budnick, MD, MPH
Westfield

Last month, Dunkin’ Donuts was
named in a lawsuit for allegedly over-
charging customers in New Jersey
and New York more than $14 million.

According to the suit, certain loca-
tions charged fees identified as sales
tax for items such as bottled water
and packaged coffee. These items are
not taxable.

The coffee giant operates over 800
locations in New Jersey, dozens of
which are located in Union County.
This unfortunate incident highlights
the importance of National Consumer
Protection Week and the vital work of
the Union County Office of Con-
sumer Affairs in combating merchants
engaging in unlawful, unfair, and de-
ceptive business practices.

The Union County Office of Con-
sumer Affairs is empowered to take
action pursuant to the New Jersey
state and federal laws against busi-
nesses located in Union County, in
accordance with the state’s Consumer
Fraud Act, and other consumer pro-
tection statues and regulations.

The office’s goal is to help protect
consumers’ rights, and they can also
intervene in the instance in which the
rights of many consumers are at stake.
If you believe that a business located
in Union County has violated your
rights and the laws of the Consumer
Fraud Act, filing a complaint with the
office will start the process for help-
ing you to get to the facts of your

concern and attempt to bring resolu-
tion to your complaint.

Many residents may not be aware
of this important service, but should
be. Scam artists and business entities
defraud consumers every day, and it
is your responsibility to be aware of
your rights and resources available to
assist you.

Certified investigators follow up
by answering your questions, check-
ing to see if they have complaints on
file against a retailer you’re doing
business with, and providing infor-
mation regarding your rights as a con-
sumer doing business with retailers in
the County of Union.

Complaints can be filed online at
http://ucnj.org/public-safety/office-
of-consumer-affairs/. The complaint
form will guide you through what
information is needed. The Union
County Office of Consumer Affairs is
located is located at 300 North Av-
enue East at the Froehlich Building in
Westfield, and the phone number is:
(908) 654-9840, fax: (908) 654-3082.

Of course, as we become more
reliant on credit cards and electronic
payments, it’s important to remember
that the best way to make sure you are
not overcharged is to check your re-
ceipt, no matter how small the pur-
chase.

Even when picking up a cup of Joe.
Christopher Hudak

Union County Freeholder

Garwood Can Make the DPW Whole
Again and Still Save Tax Dollars

I strongly encourage the Garwood
mayor and council to restore the labor
force of the Department of Public Works
to eight full-time laborers as it has been
down one man since 2003. This issue
was the subject of debate between a
split Council at the special budget meet-
ing this past Thursday. One may be
surprised to learn it was the two newest
Council members, Joe Sarno and Ileen
Cuccaro, along with GOP Chairman
Jim Mathieu that opposed this despite
running on a misleading “Save the
DPW” platform last November. Fortu-
nately, it appears that Councilmen Lou
Petruzzelli and Mike Martin along with
Councilwoman Sara Todisco support
restoring the Garwood DPW where it
matters most—with the staff that does
the physical labor of snow plowing,
garbage pickup, leaf pickup, mainte-
nance of all borough-owned properties
and so much more.

First, a little history—The Garwood
DPW had eight full-time laborers in
years prior to 2003, when the Council
then decided not to replace a retiring
laborer and instead hired a full-time
superintendent to comply with a state
mandate that all municipalities must
employ a certified public works man-
ager. This left the DPW with seven full-
time men to do the labor as the super-

intendent is strictly an administrative po-
sition. In the meantime, the police depart-
ment was restored back up to 16 sworn
officers in 2014 after being down a man
for about three years. Now it’s long over-
due to do the same for the DPW.

One may wonder why now? The
borough’s infrastructure and develop-
ment has increased substantially in the
last 13 years, namely with The Pointe
and along North and South Avenues.
The workload of the DPW has increased,
yet the DPW was not brought back to
eight laborers. Also, a full-time person
is far better than seasonal help as the
department needs time to train new
staff as more than half will be retiring in
the next few years. Another important
consideration should be that due to the
downsizing of administration last year,
the borough would still be saving at
least $30,000 on the DPW budget this
year with the eight full-time laborers.

The time to restore the DPW labor
force is now! The borough can finally
make the department whole again and
still save tax dollars. This is a win-win.
Please do the right thing and vote to
keep the DPW at eight laborers, instead
of firing the most recent hire that was
just made in January.

Barbara Greet
Garwood

TRIAL LAWYERS

Personal Injury &
 Auto Accidents

Est. 1984

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
Bramnick, Rodriquez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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Why Let The Facts Get In The Way
Of A Good Story?

I was really taken back by the com-
ments that reporter Brian Trusdell as-
signed to my fellow ex-Councilman Steve
Blaufeder. Specifically, that he will only
be vindicated when I am removed from
the Planning Board. Wow! I hadn’t ex-
pected that. Mr. Blaufeder and I both
know that he was entitled to his fence
permit. We both know that I was not the
borough official who failed to issue him
the permit. We both know that Steve did
not appeal the denial of the permit as he
could have. We both know that Steve did
not ask for my assistance when he first
received the denial, and he didn’t contact
me at all for over a year. We also both
know that it was only after he contacted
Mayor Lombardo and me that he finally
got his issues addressed. We also both
know that I was the councilperson who
advanced the ordinance amendment that
allows his fence to be installed in compli-
ance with the code.

I totally understand why Steve is upset
and frustrated. After reviewing the perti-
nent documents, I too was upset. That is
why I acted to advance resolution. I be-

lieve that Steve’s frustration, however, is
misplaced. Two other council members,
a former mayor, and at least five planning
board members supported the previous
code change. Why is his vitriolic directed
solely at me?

I am also disturbed that Mr. Trusdell’s
continued lack of impartiality has af-
fected his ability to fairly and accurately
report local political events. This is clearly
manifested by a pattern of only request-
ing a Republican perspective on any given
story and never following up on the Demo-
cratic side of the story. Garwood and
Westfield Leader subscribers are not prop-
erly served by such biased reporting. Why
would Mr. Trusdell not contact me for my
side of the story even though he always
contacts a Mathieu Republican when
Council members Todisco, Petruzzelli,
or other fellow Democrats make a state-
ment? I don’t know. But, Steve and Brian
are Mathieu Republicans. Why let the
facts get in the way of a good story?

Bill Nierstedt
Former Garwood Councilman

Letters to the Editor

Kean Honored for
Protecting Animals

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) was recently honored for
his work protecting the states animals
and pets by the New Jersey chapter of
The Humane Society of the United
States.

Sen. Kean was presented with the
2015 Humane State Legislator Award
by Kathleen Schatzmann, New Jer-
sey Senior state director for the hu-
mane society.

He was presented the 2015 Hu-
mane Legislator of the Year Award at
the Humane Society’s fifth annual
New Jersey Humane Lobby Day.

“I’ve always believed that how we
treat animals, both individually and
as a state, is a reflection of our
values,”Sen. Kean said. “We can be
compassionate, generous and humane
not just through our personal actions,
but also through the laws with state-
wide impact that we help to advance.”

NJ TRANSIT Offers Extra Bus Service
To New York For St. Patrick’s Day

NEWARK, NJ — NJ TRANSIT
will operate extra bus service to and
from the Port Authority Bus Terminal
(PABT) on Thursday, March 17, to
accommodate customers traveling to
the annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade in
New York City. Trains will operate on
a regular weekday schedule. Hudson-
Bergen Light Rail, Newark Light Rail
and River Line will also operate regu-
lar weekday schedules. For sched-
ules and fares, visit njtransit.com or
call 973-275-5555.

Please note: alcoholic beverages
will not be permitted on any train to
and from New York/Hoboken on
March 17. Beverages of any kind are
prohibited at all times on board buses.

Travel Tips – Ticketing: To speed
your return, purchase round-trip tick-
ets at the start of your trip from bus
operators inbound to New York or at
ticket vending machines where avail-

able. Bus customers departing Port
Authority Bus Terminal are reminded
that tickets must be purchased before
boarding the bus. Allow Extra Travel
Time: Traffic congestion during the
morning period and early to mid-
afternoon hours before and after the
parade may affect bus travel times to
New York City. Customers should
plan accordingly. Plan Ahead: Extra
bus service will operate a few min-
utes ahead of regularly scheduled
trips. Arrive at bus boarding location
10 minutes earlier than departure time.
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Mountainside VFW
Slates Casino Trip

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars (VFW) of
Mountainside will sponsor a trip to
Sands Casino in Bethlehem, Pa., on
Thursday, April 14.

The bus will depart at 10 a.m. from
the Our Lady of Lourdes Roman Catho-
lic Church, located at 300 Central
Avenue, Mountainside, and return at
around 6 p.m. All are welcome, and
participants are reminded to bring their
player card for slot games.

The cost is $30; participants will
receive $20 back and a $5 food cou-
pon. Checks should be made pay-
able to “VFW No. 10136.” For fur-
ther information, call Eve Vitale at
(908) 789-8568.

COLONIAL COOKING...Volunteer Joan Barna demonstrates the cooking of
corn fritters on a griddle in the 18th-century hearth of Mountainside’s historic
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House during the Colonial Dinner event sponsored by
the Mountainside Restoration Committee on February 26. The committee has an
array of other events scheduled for 2016.

Restoration Comm. Lists
Mountainside Events

MOUNTAINSIDE – During its
recent annual reorganization meet-
ing, the all-volunteer Mountainside
Restoration Committee set its tenta-
tive calendar of events for 2016. The
committee’s events are planned and
designed to share the rich heritage of
Mountainside with the community and
to raise funds toward the maintenance
and restoration of the Deacon An-
drew Hetfield House (circa 1760)
and the Levi Cory House (circa 1812),
both located on Constitution Plaza in
Mountainside.

Among the 2016 events was the
Colonial Dinner held at the Hetfield
House on February 26. Sixteen indi-
viduals enjoyed an authentic colonial
five-course dinner. Guests also were
treated to a demonstration of colonial
cooking in the 18th-century hearth
and a dessert-time talk on tea in colo-
nial times.

Other 2016 events include:
April 1 – Newsletter mailing and

fund-raising letter featuring the op-
portunity to vote on the paint color
for the Levi Cory House, which is
being restored. All Mountainside ad-
dresses should receive this mailing.

April 28 to May 1 – Geranium and
Spring Plant Sale.

May 1 – Mountainside Founders’
Festival and Spring Cleaning Swap
Meet.

June 11 – Tour of Mountainside’s

Gardens.
September 15 to 17 – Mum and

Fall Plant Sale.
September 17 – Garage Sale.
October 15 and 16 – “Four Centu-

ries in a Weekend” Open House event.
November 11 – Veterans’ Day Lun-

cheon.
November 12, 19; December 5 to

11 – Holiday Boutique in the Hetfield
House Village Shop.

December 3 – Cookie and Hot Co-
coa Sale at Borough Tree Lighting.

December 10 – Adult Gingerbread
Open House.

December 11 – Family Gingerbread
Open House.

The Mountainside Restoration
Committee is a committee of volun-
teers governed by the Borough of
Mountainside. Its purpose is to re-
store and maintain the Deacon An-
drew Hetfield House and the Levi
Cory House and to collect and save
historic information and items from
destruction. For more information or
to donate funds, call (908) 789-9420
or visit mountainsidehistory.org.

Photography Pioneers to Be
SP-F Historical Soc. Topic

SCOTCH PLAINS — Profes-
sional photographer Gary D.
Saretzky will profile 19th-century
Union County photographers dur-
ing the monthly meeting of the His-
torical Society of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood on Tuesday, March
22, beginning at 8 p.m.

Before 1900, approximately 3,000
photographers were active in New
Jersey. A substantial number worked
in Union County. Mr. Saretzky will
discuss Guillermo Thorn, Alfred S.
Campbell and other Union County
pioneers within the larger context of
New Jersey photography in the 19th
century. Mr. Thorn took many pho-
tographs of Plainfield and Scotch
Plains, and his photographs captured
Victorian New Jersey.

Mr. Saretzky has been the
Monmouth County archivist since
1994. He taught the history of pho-
tography at Mercer County Com-
munity College from 1977 through
2012. Additionally, he has served
as coordinator of the Public His-
tory Internship Program for the
Rutgers University History Depart-
ment since 1994.

Under the auspices of the Hori-
zons Speakers Bureau of the New
Jersey Council for the Humanities,
a state partner of the National En-
dowment for the Humanities, he
lectures around the state on topics
related to the history of photogra-
phy. Mr. Saretzky has published
more than 100 articles and reviews
on the history of photography and

photographic conservation. He is
profiled in the Macmillan Bio-
graphical Encyclopedia of Photo-
graphic Artists and Innovators.

Free and open to everyone, this
meeting will be held at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, located at
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains. Refresh-
ments and fellowship will follow
the program.

‘Thomas Paine’ to Appear
At Annual SAR Dinner

WESTFIELD — The West Fields
Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution will hold its Annual Din-
ner on Wednesday, March 23, at 6
p.m. Open to the public, it will take
place at Echo Lake Country Club,
located at 515 Springfield Avenue,
Westfield.

Attendees will hear about Ameri-
can patriot Thomas Paine as portrayed
by Robert Gleason. The Color Guard
will present the colors, new members
will be received, and several awards
will be presented.

Mr. Gleason will introduce his au-
dience to Thomas Paine, described as
the mouthpiece of the American Revo-
lution. A firebrand who traveled the
world to speak out against injustice,
Paine wrote in “Common Sense” that,
“These are the times that try men’s
souls.” His words inspired a tired and
disheartened Colonial army of 4,500
to continue fighting against a British
army that numbered 30,000. This
radical’s writings also include “The
Rights of Man,” a work urging politi-
cal rights for all men because of their
innate equality, and “The Age of Rea-
son,” a deist manifesto.

The impassioned author champi-
oned the causes of the individual and
of the mind, but his works made their
author little money.

As portrayed by Mr. Gleason, Paine
is outspoken, controversial, articu-
late and committed to social equality.

Mr. Gleason was trained in theater
by performing in more than 60 pro-
ductions at West Chester University.
A member of the Army’s Special Ser-
vices Chorus, he shared his three-
octave vocal talents as a goodwill
ambassador touring the United States
and Germany.

Mr. Gleason has been featured at
the White House Visitor Center, Ford’s

Theatre, the National Archives, the
Library of Congress, the Air and Space
Museum of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion, Constitution Hall, the National
Constitution Center, Independence
Hall, Mask & Wig, elder hostels,
Bartram’s Garden, Betsy Ross’ House,
the General Warren Inn, and the Free-
doms Foundation at Valley Forge. He
has been especially popular at schools,
museums, historic sites and libraries
throughout the United States.

In-depth historical research and
audience interactivity have become
hallmarks of Mr. Gleason’s historical
portrayals.

The cost of the dinner is $50 per
person. Reservations are required.
The dress code at Echo Lake is jacket
and tie for men, cocktail attire for
women. For reservations or more in-
formation, call Chapter President
Warren Fristensky at (908) 654-1731.

PATRIOT...Robert Gleason, pictured,
will portray American patriot Thomas
Paine at the Annual Dinner of the West
Fields Chapter of the Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution on Wednesday, March
23, at Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
BOARD OF EDUCATION

BID ADVERTISEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Westfield Public Schools will accept bids
for Inclined Stair Lift Installation at
McKinley Elementary School (FVHD-
4777D3), 500 First Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090, and Gymnasium Oper-
able Partition Replacement at Westfield
High School (FVHD-4777I1), 550 Dorian
Road, Westfield, New Jersey 07090, to-
gether with all work incidental thereto, in
accordance with the requirements of the
drawings and specifications prepared by
Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie, P.C. (FVHD)
Architects-Planners, www.fvhdpc.com.

BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED AS
FOLLOWS:  SINGLE OVER-
ALL CONTRACT (C008 OR
C009 WITH C047)

Sealed Bids are due by April 12, 2016,
2:30 PM (prevailing time) to the Westfield
Board of Education, attention of Ms. Dana
Sullivan, Business Administrator, Room
101, 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New Jer-
sey 07090, and will be publicly opened
and read immediately thereafter. Any Bid
received after that time shall be rejected.

Bid Documents for the proposed Work
are on file at the office of the Architect,
FVHD, 1515 Lower Ferry Road, Trenton,
New Jersey 08618, and may be inspected
by prospective bidders during regular busi-
ness hours. Any bidder should contact the
Architect’s office at (609) 883-7101 to con-
firm availability of documents. The Bid
Documents may be obtained from the Ar-
chitect upon deposit of $150 (One Hun-
dred Fifty Dollars) for each set, made pay-
able to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie. If
bidder requests documents to be shipped,
they must provide their direct shipping
account number to the Architect and a
separate non-refundable handling fee of
$25 per set payable in advance to Fraytak
Veisz Hopkins Duthie, P.C.  Deposits will
be refunded if the bid documents are re-
turned in whole in good condition, bound in
proper order, unmarked and returned within
ten (10) days after the opening of bids, by
a Bidder submitting a bona fide bid. All
questions must be sent only via mail or
facsimile at (609) 883-2694 with the job
number referenced.

Bid Proposal shall be submitted in du-
plicate (one original and one copy) in a
sealed: (1) addressed to the owner, (2)
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der written on the face of the envelope, and
(3) clearly marked “BID” with the contract
title and/or bid number on the outside of
the envelope and must be accompanied
by a Certified Check, Cashier’s Check or
Bid Bond drawn to the order of the Owner
for not less than ten percent (10%) of the
amount of the bid, but in no case in excess

of $20,000; and must be delivered to the
above place on or before the hour named.
The Board of Education and the Architect
assume no responsibility for bids mailed or
misdirected in delivery.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2-33, the
bidder must be pre-qualified by the New
Jersey Division of Property Management
and Construction (DPMC) prior to the date
that bids are received if the cost of the work
exceeds $20,000. Any bid submitted un-
der the terms of New Jersey statutes not
including a copy of a valid and active Pre-
qualification/Classification Certificate will
be rejected as being non-responsible to
bid requirements.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18:18A-25, each
proposal shall be accompanied by a Con-
sent of Surety from a Surety Company
stating it will provide each bidder with a
separate Performance and Payment
Bonds, each in the amount of 100% of the
contract sum. Also, Surety agrees to fur-
nish Bidder with a Maintenance Bond in
required form. The Consent of Surety shall
be executed by an approved surety com-
pany authorized to do business in the
State of New Jersey and in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 2A-44-143, and 2A:44-144.

Pursuant to “The Public Works Contrac-
tor Registration Act” (P.L. 1999, c238),
Bidders and their subcontractors are re-
quired to be registered with the New Jer-
sey Department of Labor and to possess a
current certificate by said Department indi-
cating compliance with the Act prior to the
time and date that bids are received.

All contractors and subcontractors must
provide a Business Registration Certificate
(BRC) per N.J.S.A. 52:32-44. The BRC
must be on file prior to the bid opening date.

All Contractors and Subcontractors who
bid on the project must be registered pur-
suant to New Jersey State Prevailing Wage
Act, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.27 et seq.

All bidders must comply with the require-
ments Laws Against Discrimination
N.J.S.A. 10:5-1 et seq., Affirmative Action
Regulations, N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. (P.L.
1975, c.127), N.J.S.A. 17:27-1.1 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 6A:7-1.8. An Initial Project
Workforce Report will be required from the
successful bidder (Form AA-201).

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq. “Public School Con-
tracts Law.”

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
60 days after the date set for the opening
thereof. The right is reserved to reject any
or all bids or to waive informality in the
bidding if it is in the interest of the Owner to
do so.

BY ORDER OF THE WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
Dana Sullivan,

Business Administrator
Board Secretary

1 T - 3/17/16, The Leader Fee: $114.24

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
BOARD OF EDUCATION

BID ADVERTISEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Westfield Public Schools will accept bids
for Boiler Replacement at Jefferson El-
ementary School (FVHD-4777B1), 1200
Boulevard, Westfield, NJ 07090, and Re-
placement of Steam Boilers at Wilson
Elementary School (FVHD-4777J1), 301
Linden Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey
07090, together with all work incidental
thereto, in accordance with the require-
ments of the drawings and specifications
prepared by Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie,
P.C. (FVHD) Architects-Planners,
www.fvhdpc.com.

BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED AS
FOLLOWS: SINGLE OVER-
ALL CONTRACT (C032 WITH
C047)

Sealed Bids are due by April 12, 2016,
2:00 PM (prevailing time) to the Westfield
Board of Education, attention of Ms. Dana
Sullivan, Business Administrator, Room
101, 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New Jer-
sey 07090, and will be publicly opened
and read immediately thereafter. Any Bid
received after that time shall be rejected.

Bid Documents for the proposed Work
are on file at the office of the Architect,
FVHD, 1515 Lower Ferry Road, Trenton,
New Jersey 08618, and may be inspected
by prospective bidders during regular busi-
ness hours.  Any bidder should contact the
Architect’s office at (609) 883-7101 to con-
firm availability of documents. The Bid
Documents may be obtained from the Ar-
chitect upon deposit of $150 (One Hun-
dred Fifty Dollars) for each set, made pay-
able to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie. If
bidder requests documents to be shipped,
they must provide their direct shipping
account number to the Architect and a
separate non-refundable handling fee of
$25 per set payable in advance to Fraytak
Veisz Hopkins Duthie, P.C. Deposits will
be refunded if the bid documents are re-
turned in whole in good condition, bound in
proper order, unmarked and returned within
ten (10) days after the opening of bids, by
a Bidder submitting a bona fide bid. All
questions must be sent only via mail or
facsimile at (609) 883-2694 with the job
number referenced.

Bid Proposal shall be submitted in du-
plicate (one original and one copy) in a
sealed:  (1) addressed to the owner, (2)
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der written on the face of the envelope, and
(3) clearly marked “BID” with the contract
title and/or bid number on the outside of
the envelope and must be accompanied
by a Certified Check, Cashier’s Check or
Bid Bond drawn to the order of the Owner
for not less than ten percent (10%) of the
amount of the bid, but in no case in excess
of $20,000; and must be delivered to the
above place on or before the hour named.

The Board of Education and the Architect
assume no responsibility for bids mailed or
misdirected in delivery.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2-33, the
bidder must be pre-qualified by the New
Jersey Division of Property Management
and Construction (DPMC) prior to the date
that bids are received if the cost of the work
exceeds $20,000. Any bid submitted un-
der the terms of New Jersey statutes not
including a copy of a valid and active Pre-
qualification/Classification Certificate will
be rejected as being non-responsible to
bid requirements.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18:18A-25, each
proposal shall be accompanied by a Con-
sent of Surety from a Surety Company
stating it will provide each bidder with a
separate Performance and Payment
Bonds, each in the amount of 100% of the
contract sum. Also, Surety agrees to fur-
nish Bidder with a Maintenance Bond in
required form. The Consent of Surety shall
be executed by an approved surety com-
pany authorized to do business in the
State of New Jersey and in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 2A-44-143, and 2A:44-144
and with the three highest rating catego-
ries of rating companies nationally recog-
nized and listed as per Appendix A (go to
www.nj.gov/dobi/surety.htm).

Pursuant to “The Public Works Contrac-
tor Registration Act” (P.L. 1999, c238),
Bidders and their subcontractors are re-
quired to be registered with the New Jer-
sey Department of Labor and to possess a
current certificate by said Department indi-
cating compliance with the Act prior to the
time and date that bids are received.

All contractors and subcontractors must
provide a Business Registration Certificate
(BRC) per N.J.S.A. 52:32-44. The BRC
must be on file prior to the bid opening date.

All Contractors and Subcontractors who
bid on the project must be registered pur-
suant to New Jersey State Prevailing Wage
Act, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.27 et seq.

All bidders must comply with the require-
ments Laws Against Discrimination
N.J.S.A. 10:5-1 et seq., Affirmative Action
Regulations, N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. (P.L.
1975, c.127), N.J.S.A. 17:27-1.1 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 6A:7-1.8. An Initial Project
Workforce Report will be required from the
successful bidder (Form AA-201).

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq. “Public School Con-
tracts Law.”

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
60 days after the date set for the opening
thereof. The right is reserved to reject any
or all bids or to waive informality in the
bidding if it is in the interest of the Owner to
do so.

BY ORDER OF THE WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
Dana Sullivan,

Business Administrator
Board Secretary

1 T - 3/17/16, The Leader Fee: $117.30

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF HEARING

The Planning Board of Westfield, New
Jersey will meet on Monday, April 4th,
2016 in Council Chambers, Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 pm to hear
and consider an application seeking Pre-
liminary and Final Major Site Plan ap-
proval with variances from the require-
ments of the Westfield Land Use Ordi-
nance for property located at 433-437 North
Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey, Zone Dis-
trict GB-3, Block No. 3201, Lot No. 13 filed
by North 433, LLC, P.O. Box 160, Westfield,
New Jersey. Applicant proposes to reno-
vate an existing vacant automobile sales
and service building and erect an addition
to the building with parking and landscap-
ing. Applicant seeks preliminary and final
major site plan approval for the structure
and seeks variances for pre-existing, non-
conforming zoning conditions and addi-
tional variances from the following sec-
tions of the Land Use Ordinance:

1. Section 10.11.E requires that no light-
ing structure shall exceed a height of fif-
teen (15) feet above normal grade in the
vicinity of the light fixture, where light fix-
tures with a mounting height of eighteen
(18) feet exist. Applicant does not propose
to change this pre-existing, nonconform-
ing condition.

2. Section 11.28.E.1 requires a front
yard setback of the established existing
principal buildings on the same side of the
street provided that in no event shall the
required front yard setback be less than
twenty-five (25) feet. A pre-existing, non-
conforming setback of zero (0) feet cur-
rently exists. Applicant does not propose
to change the current front yard setback.

3. Section 11.28.E.2 requires a mini-
mum side yard setback of five (5) feet or
one-third (1/3) of the building height (cur-
rently 6.9 feet), whichever is greater. The
pre-existing, nonconforming current side
yard setback is five point nine (5.9) feet.
Applicant does not propose to change the
current side yard setback.

4. Section 11.28.E.3 requires a mini-
mum rear yard setback of one (1) foot for
every two (2) feet of building height. In
addition, a rear yard setback of thirty-five
(35) feet is required where a GB-3 zone
abuts a residential use or property. The
pre-existing, nonconforming current rear
yard setback is two point six (2.6) feet.
Applicant does not propose to change the
current rear yard setback.

5. Section 11.28.E.3 requires a buffer
within the minimum rear yard setback when
abutting a residential zone of ten (10) feet
in which plant material and/or a fence shall
be installed as required by the Planning
Board. The pre-existing, nonconforming
current rear yard setback including a buffer
is one point four (1.4) feet. Applicant does
not propose a change to the current rear
yard setback.

6. Section 11.28.E.6 allows for a maxi-
mum of seventy (70) percent of the area of
any lot be covered by physical improve-

ments. The pre-existing, nonconforming
current lot coverage is eighty-nine point
two (89.2) percent. Applicant proposes to
reduce current lot coverage to eighty-six
(86) percent.

7. Section 12.08.C requires retaining
walls not to exceed four (4) feet in height.
Railroad tie retaining walls of four point six
(4.6) to six (6) feet and a concrete retaining
wall of six (6) feet to eight (8) feet are
proposed.

8. Section 12.08.H requires retaining
walls to be setback from the property line
a distance of at least one (1) foot for each
foot of height of retaining wall. A set back
of zero point nine (0.9) feet for a four point
eight (4.8) foot wall, a setback of three (3)
feet for a six (6) foot wall and a setback of
five point five (5.5) feet for an eight (8) foot
wall are proposed.

9. Section 17.03.C.3 requires that park-
ing areas and driveways on any non-resi-
dential property abutting property located
in a residential zone be set back at least
ten (10) feet from the abutting property. A
driveway setback of one point six (1.6) feet
is proposed, and a pre-existing, noncon-
forming parking setback of one point four
(1.4) feet currently exists.

The following variances were granted at
prior hearings of the Planning Board:

1. Section 10.11.E requires that no light-
ing structure shall exceed a height of fif-
teen (15) feet above normal grade in the
vicinity of the light fixture, where light fix-
tures with a mounting height of eighteen
(18) feet exist. Applicant did not propose a
change the pre-existing, nonconforming
condition. GRANTED PB 15-08.

2. Section 17.02.C.5.b requires one (1)
parking space per 200 SF GFA (55 spaces
total). Four-eight (48) parking spaces were
proposed. GRANTED PB 14-11.

3. Section 16.04.E.1.b requires the height
of wall signs not to exceed the height of the
ground floor or twelve (12) feet, whichever
is less. A main entrance wall sign with a
height of thirteen (13) feet six (6) inches
was proposed.  GRANTED PB 14-11.

4. Section 16.04.E.2.b requires the height
of wall signs not to exceed the height of the
ground floor or twelve (12) feet, whichever
is less. A corner lot wall sign with a height
of thirteen (13) feet six (6) inches was
proposed.  GRANTED PB 14-11.

5. Section 16.04.E.2.d requires the ver-
tical dimension of a corner lot sign not to
exceed one and one-half (1 ½) feet. A
corner lot wall sign with a vertical dimen-
sion of two and one-half (2 ½) feet was
proposed.  GRANTED PB 14-11.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
The plans and application are on file in the
Engineer/Planning Office, 959 North Av-
enue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be viewed by the public Monday
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Attorney for the Applicant
THE BEINHAKER LAW FIRM, LLC

33 Bleeker Street, Suite 210
Millburn, New Jersey 07041

(908) 272-2232
1 T - 3/17/16, The Leader Fee: $121.89

PUBLIC NOTICE

Local Church Offers
Breakfast Sunday

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Com-
munity Presbyterian Church will
host its annual Palm Sunday pan-
cake breakfast following its regu-
lar service at 11:30 a.m. this Sun-
day, March 20. Everyone is in-
vited. There is a suggested dona-
tion of $5 per person.

“This is a good way to get to
know us better while enjoying pan-
cakes and sausage and other good-
ies,” said Chris Belden, pastor. “We
normally have up to 100 people
joining us and it’s fun for all.”

The breakfast is not limited to
congregation members but is a
community-wide celebration and a
feature of Palm Sunday.

“Come out and join us, and for
you pancake fans, it is ‘batter up,’”
the pastor quipped. The Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church is located
at 1459 Deer Path, Mountainside.
For more information, call (908)
232-9490.

NAMI Meeting Next Week
To Focus on DBT Benefits

WESTFIELD — The Union
County affiliate of NAMI (National
Alliance on Mental Illness) invites
the public on Tuesday, March 22, to
hear Dr. Essie Larson of Trinitas Re-
gional Medical Center speak about
the benefits and philosophy of DBT
— Dialectical Behavior Therapy.

DBT is a cognitive behavioral
therapy that was originally used to
treat borderline personality disor-
der but has been adapted to treat
other mental illnesses. It has been
found to be effective in treating
psychiatric symptoms, such as de-
pression, self-injuring behaviors,
alcohol and drug addiction, and sui-
cidal thoughts, urges and attempts.
DBT also has been successful in
treating bipolar disorder, PTSD,
anxiety and eating disorders.

This presentation will help edu-
cate attendees on how DBT can
alleviate many of these symptoms.
Some specific techniques will be
introduced that can be used by fam-
ily members/friends to support
someone who struggles with these
issues as well as chronic mood in-
stability and instability in interper-
sonal relationships. In addition,

those who attend will receive infor-
mation to help determine if DBT
treatment may be effective for a
loved one and if the treatment they
currently are receiving is true to the
validated model of DBT.

Dr. Larson received her Ph.D.
from Fordham University’s Clini-
cal Psychology program with a spe-
cialization in neuropsychology. For
the past eight-and-a-half years she
has been coordinating the compre-
hensive Trinitas DBT program, run-
ning skills training groups as well
as supervising psychology interns
and post-doctoral students and other
staff who work in DBT. Dr. Larson
also assisted in the launching of the
first DBT program for the adult
outpatient unit at Trinitas.

The NAMI meeting will begin at
7:30 p.m. at American Legion Post
No. 3, located at 1003 North Av-
enue, West, Westfield.

Refreshments and educational lit-
erature are provided at NAMI meet-
ings free of charge. All are wel-
come. For more information, call
(908) 233-1628. In the event of
inclement weather, e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Workshop to Look
At Cash Management
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Public Library will host a
SCORE workshop: Cash Manage-
ment For Your Small Business on
Thursday, March 31, at 7 p.m.

Richard Niedz, a retired finance
professor and businessman, will
speak about four critical tools to
help small businesses control cash:
Profit and loss statement; balance
sheet; financial ratios, and cash flow
projection.

This program is free and open to all.
Registration is required and may be
done online at scotlib.org, by calling
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204, or
by e-mail at library@scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Author Simon Lack to Speak
On ‘Wall Street Potholes’

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present
Westfield author Simon Lack on
Wednesday, March 23, at 7 p.m.
Mr. Lack will discuss his book,
“Wall Street Potholes.” The library
is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

“Wall Street Pot-
holes” shares insights
into the money manage-
ment industry, reveal-
ing the shady practices
that benefit the sales-
man far more than the
client. Mr. Lack brings
together a team of ex-
perienced money man-
agers to provide
s t r a i g h t - f r o m - t h e -
source intelligence, and
teaches individuals
how to recognize bad advice and
when it is better to just walk away.

Fol lowing 23 years  wi th
JPMorgan, Mr. Lack founded St.
Advisors, LLC, in 2009. He sat on
JPMorgan’s investment commit-
tee and founded the JPMorgan In-
cubator Funds. Mr. Lack chairs
the Investment Committee for
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison and also chairs the Memo-
rial Endowment Trust Investment
Committee of St. Paul’s Episco-

pal Church in Westfield.
He is the author of “The Hedge

Fund Mirage: The illusion of big
money and why it’s too good to be
true,” published in 2012 to wide-
spread praise from mainstream fi-

nancia l  press ,  and
“Bonds are not forever:
the crisis facing fixed
income investors.”

Mr. Lack is a CFA
Charter holder and vice-
chairman of the New
York Society of Secu-
rity Analysts’ Market In-
tegrity Committee. He
makes regular appear-
ances on cable televi-
sion business shows dis-
cussing hedge funds and
investing.

This program is free
and open to Westfield Memorial
Library and MURAL cardholders.
MURAL cardholders belong to li-
brar ies  that  are  par t  of  the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal
Agreement Libraries. Interested
persons are asked to check the
Westf ie ld  Memoria l  Library
website, wmlnj.org, to see if their
library participates. To register for
the program, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

Simon Lack
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Presbyterian Church Offers
Services For Holy Week

WESTFIELD — The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield (PCW),
located at 140 Mountain Avenue,
has announced its upcoming ser-
vices for Holy Week. All events are
free and open to the public.

At the regularly scheduled Satur-
day 5 p.m. “Come as You Are” ser-
vice on March 19, the Traditional
Service will be held in the Chapel.
On Palm Sunday, March 20, a Tradi-
tional Service at 8 a.m. will be held
in the Chapel and a Traditional Ser-
vice featuring contemporary music
provided by the wired4worship mu-
sicians and youth ensembles will take
place at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary.
Confirmation students will be rec-
ognized during the latter service.

Maundy Thursday will be ob-
served on March 24 with a 7:30
p.m. service presented in the Sanc-
tuary. On Good Friday, March 25,
two services will be offered: a noon
service in the Chapel and the 7:30
p.m. Tenebrae Service featuring

music by the Chancel Choir singing
selections from The Crucifixion by
John Stainer.

Three services will be offered on
Easter Sunday, March 27, including
a Traditional Service at 9 a.m. and
11 a.m. in the Chapel and Sanctu-
ary, respectively. At 9:45 a.m., a
Contemporary Service will be held
in Westminster Hall. A free break-
fast will be served in Assembly Hall
beginning at 9:30 a.m.

The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield describes itself as “a con-
gregation made up of imperfect indi-
viduals who make up the body of the
church.” With a mission statement
of “Invite, Grow and Serve,” PCW
invites the public to attend any of
these services for the opportunity to
get to know the church better.

For more information about the
church, handicap-accessibility or
parking, call the church during busi-
ness hours at (908) 233-0301 or
visit the website at westfieldpc.org.

CAKE AUCTION...The Palm Sunday cake auction, hosted by the First Congre-
gational Church’s middle- and senior-high youth, features a raffle of decorative
homemade cakes to benefit Heifer International, a humanitarian organization
dedicated to ending world hunger. Visitors are welcome to join in the auction
immediately following the 10 a.m. service this Sunday, March 20. First Congre-
gational is located at 125 Elmer Street, Westfield.

First Congregational Invites
All to Celebrate Holy Week
WESTFIELD – The First Con-

gregational Church invites visitors
of all ages to observe Holy Week
with special services beginning on
Palm Sunday, March 20, and con-
tinuing through Easter Sunday on
March 27, in the sanctuary at 125
Elmer Street, Westfield.

The Palm Sunday service will be-
gin with a traditional Palm Proces-
sional. Children are invited to meet
in the Chapel Lounge prior to the 10
a.m. worship service to receive
palms and join in the processional.

The annual cake auction, hosted
by the middle- and senior-high stu-
dents, will be held during the coffee
hour immediately following the ser-
vice. Raffle tickets will be sold for
a chance to win any of the fanciful

homemade cakes, with all proceeds
going to Heifer International, a hu-
manitarian organization dedicated
to ending world hunger.

Maundy Thursday will be com-
memorated on March 24, at 7:30 p.m.,
with a candlelight service recalling
the Last Supper and Jesus’ final hours
through scripture, hymns, reflection
and Communion. A Good Friday ser-
vice of meditation and reflection will
be held on March 25, at 7:30 p.m., in
the church’s Patton Auditorium.

Easter Sunday worship celebrations
will be held on March 27, at 9 and 11
a.m. Both services will feature music
for organ and brass quartet, including
Widor’s “Toccata” and Handel’s
“Hallelujah” chorus with guest solo-
ist, soprano Meredith Hoffmann-
Thomson. A one-room schoolhouse
and infant care will be available at
both services. The Reverend Dr. Mark
Boyea, senior minister, will deliver
the morning’s message.

The First Congregational Church
is a member of the United Church of
Christ. The sanctuary is accessible
via a wheelchair ramp and features a
newly-installed hearing loop for the
hearing-impaired. For more informa-
tion, call the church office at (908)
233-2494 or visit fccofwestfield.org.

Congregation Beth Israel
Plans Purim Celebration

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-
tion Beth Israel will hold a carnival
and family-friendly services in cel-
ebration of the Jewish holiday of
Purim. All events are free and open
to the community.

A family Purim carnival will be held
this Sunday, March 20, from 10:45
a.m. to 12:15 p.m. The Purim carnival
will feature a bouncy house, games,
crafts, food and prizes. Sponsors of
the Purim carnival include Congrega-
tion Beth Israel’s Men’s Club, Sister-
hood and Religious School.

Congregation Beth Israel will con-
tinue its celebration of Purim on
Wednesday, March 23, with two ser-
vices — an earlier one for children and
a later one for adults. Families with
young children are encouraged to at-
tend at 5:30 p.m. for an abbreviated,
kid-friendly reading of the Megillah,
the Book of Esther traditionally read on
Purim. Children and adults are encour-
aged to wear costumes, as is customary
during Purim; there will be a costume
parade at the end of the service.

The Megillah will be read in its
entirety at the adult service, begin-

ning at 7:30 p.m. on March 23. Adults
also are encouraged to dress in cos-
tume. Congregation Beth Israel’s
Men’s Club will perform a Purim
spiel (play) during the adult service.

“Purim is a wonderful opportunity
for families to do fun activities to-
gether. All of the Mitzvot (or com-
mandments) of Purim encourage so-
cializing and doing kind deeds for
others,” said Gail Beckman
Buchbinder, education director of
Congregation Beth Israel.

Congregation Beth Israel is an
egalitarian Conservative synagogue,
serving the religious, cultural, edu-
cational and social needs of
congregants from Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Westfield and surround-
ing towns. It has an active Sister-
hood, Men’s Club and youth group,
plus a wide array of programs, rang-
ing from adult education courses to
social action opportunities.

Congregation Beth Israel is lo-
cated at 18 Shalom Way, Scotch
Plains, at the corner of Martine Av-
enue. For more information, call the
synagogue office at (908) 889-1830.

HOLY WEEK...The Trinity Episcopal Church, located at 19 Forest Avenue,
Cranford, welcomes all to attend Holy Week services at the church beginning this
Sunday, Palm Sunday, March 20, and leading up to the celebration of Easter on
Sunday, March 27. Pictured, a reading of the Passion is held at Trinity.

Trinity Episcopal to Hold
Services For Holy Week

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford, invites everyone
to celebrate Holy Week with the con-
gregation.

“Join us to feel the Grace of God
throughout each day of this excep-
tional week beginning with Jesus’
triumphant entrance into Jerusa-
lem on Palm Sunday, the comfort-
ing reassurance of traditional
Evening Prayer on Monday and
Tuesday, and then witness the light
seemingly begin to fade at the ser-
vice of Tenebrae on Wednesday,”
said the Reverend Stephanie
Shockley.

“Join the disciples gathered for
the last supper on Maundy Thurs-
day, discover what’s ‘good’ about
Good Friday…All culminating with
the joyful celebration of the Resur-
rection of our Lord on Easter Sun-
day,” Mother Stephanie continued.
All are welcome.

The schedule for Holy Week is as
follows: Sunday, March 20, Palm
Sunday — 8 a.m. (Rite I) and 10 a.m.

(Rite II).
Monday, March 21, and Tuesday,

March 22 — Evening Prayer at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, March 23 — The Ser-

vice of Tenebrae at 7 p.m.
Thursday, March 24 — Maundy

Thursday Agape Meal, Holy Eucha-
rist and Vigil — 6:30 p.m.

Friday, March 25 — Stations of
the Cross at 3 p.m. and Good Friday
Liturgy at 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, March 27, Easter Sunday
— 8 a.m. (Rite I) and 10 a.m. (Rite II).
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on March
28, 2016 at 7:30 pm., First Floor Council
Chambers, Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains to hear the Applica-
tion for Thomas Denitzio, for property lo-
cated at 2238 Paff Place, Block 2903, Lot
9 & 10, R-3A Zone who proposes to subdi-
vide the existing Lot and build a new home
on Lot 9. The following variances are re-
quired:

Section 23-3.4A, Para. H, Col. 3 Lot
Area: Minimum Required: 5,000 square
feet. Proposed: 4,295 square feet.

Section 23-3.4A, Para. H, Col. 4 Lot
Width: Minimum Required: Fifty (50) feet.
Proposed: 46.91 feet.

Section 23-3.4A, Para. H, Col. 4a Street
Frontage Width: Minimum Required:
Forty-five (45) feet. Proposed: 43.60 feet.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The plans pertaining to this
application are in the office of the planning
board and available for public inspection
during normal business hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 3/17/16, The Times Fee: $31.62

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on March 30,
2016 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 134 Glenwood Road, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 74 Lot
19,  as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by Salvatore Fazzino.

The applicant requests adding a level on
a split level home which is in violation of:

Section 184-115 E4 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: front
yard setback; Permitted: 30 feet; Present:
25.02 feet; Proposed: 25.02 feet.

Section 184-108F of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: fence line;
Permitted: 0 feet; Present: 5 feet; Pro-
posed: 5 feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Salvatore Fazzino

134 Glenwood Road
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 3/17/16, The Times Fee: $36.72

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-15-
025 to be located in Zone ORC, on the
premises known as: 205/215 North Av-
enue East, Cranford, New Jersey, Block
No. 315, Lot Nos. 1.01 and 6, has been
submitted by: Wardens and Vestry of
Trinity Episcopal Church-Cranford, 205
North Avenue East, Cranford, New Jer-
sey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit:

Section 136-23.6(3)(a): Minimum park-
ing setback from street right-of-way, to-
gether with the following pre-existing con-
ditions:

Section 136-30 (Sch. 1): Minimum rear
yard.

Section 136-30 (Sch. 1): Minimum side
yard.

Section 136-30 (Sch. 1): Minimum side
yard – both sides.

Section 136-30 (Sch. 1): Minimum lot
area.

Section 136-30 (Sch. 1): Minimum lot
width.

Section 136-39: Insufficient parking.
together with such additional relief, vari-

ances, exceptions, or waivers as may be
necessary in order to permit the construc-
tion of an off-street parking area for parish-
ioners.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on Monday, April
11, 2016 at 8:15 p.m. in Room 107 of the
Cranford Township Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jer-
sey. Any person or persons affected by
this application will have an opportunity to
present any objections to the proposed
development.  The Board does, however,
have the right to exclude repetitious testi-
mony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Joseph J. Triarsi, Esq.
Attorney for Applicant

1 T - 3/17/16, The Leader Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS

Be advised that the Westfield Historic
Preservation Commission of the Town of
Westfield (“WHPC”) will meet in the Coun-
cil Chambers of the Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. on the following
Mondays during the period from March
2016 to February 2017 for the purpose of
acting on items that may be before the
Commission:

Monday March 28, 2016
Monday April 25, 2016
Monday May 23, 2016
Monday June 27, 2016
Monday July 25, 2016
Monday August 29, 2016
Monday September 26, 2016
Monday October 31, 2016
Monday November 28, 2016
Monday December 19, 2016
Monday January 30, 2017
Monday February 27, 2017

By: Chair WHPC
1 T - 3/17/16, The Leader Fee: $26.01

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on March
3, 2016, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted the
following Resolutions:

Vincent K. Loughlin, Esq., an attorney
of the State of New Jersey with the Loughlin
Law Firm, 838 East Second Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, appointed Attorney
to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for the
period effective from January 7, 2016 to
December 31, 2016.

Neglia Engineering Associates, 1119
Raritan Road, Clark, New Jersey, ap-
pointed Consulting Engineer to the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment for the period
effective from January 7, 2016 to Decem-
ber 31, 2016.

Mary M. Moody, PP, 191 Stony Brook
Road, Branchburg, New Jersey, ap-
pointed Consulting Planner to the Board
of Adjustment for the period effective from
January 7, 2016 to December 31, 2016.

Shannon Rapant, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 3/17/16, The Times Fee: $25.50

Library Posts Date
For Books & Bagels

CRANFORD — The next ses-
sion of Books & Bagels, the Cran-
ford Public Library’s monthly book
chat program for adults, will take
place on Saturday, April 2, at 10:15
a.m., in the library’s Raddin Room.
The library is located at 224 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford.

The program format is simple.
Participants are asked to bring a
few of their favorite books and tell
the other members of the group what
they like about them. The books can
be new or old, fiction or non-fic-
tion, classic or contemporary.

Sessions last for one hour. There is
no required reading, and participants
will have the opportunity to learn
about books recommended by other
group members. Refreshments will
be served, courtesy of the Friends of
the Cranford Public Library.

Registration is not required. Any-
one with questions about Books &
Bagels is asked to contact program
coordinator Sally Hanford at (908)
709-7272, extension no. 2104, or at
s-hanford@cranfordnj.org. To see
what else is coming up at the li-
brary, go to cranford.com/library/
events.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on March
28, 2016 at 7:30 pm., First Floor Council
Chambers, Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains to hear the Applica-
tion for Jena McCredie, for property lo-
cated at 1450 Terrill Road, Block 14801,
Lot 16.01, R-1 Zone who proposes a modi-
fication to subdivision approval for the six
(6) foot fence which is presently in the front
yard to remain in place. The following
variance is required:

Section 23-2.3(o)-Fences: Maximum
Allowed: Four (4) feet in the front yard.
Proposed: Six (6) feet in the front yard.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The plans pertaining to this
application are in the office of the planning
board and available for public inspection
during normal business hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 3/17/16, The Times Fee: $28.05

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION

Hale Series Board Reveals
Speakers For 2016 Talks

WESTFIELD — The Hale
Speaker Series, operating this year
under a new name, has announced
the lineup for its 2016 schedule, in-
cluding a talk by Rutgers University’s
president, Robert L. Barchi.

Mr. Barchi, a former Westfield
resident, will be the speaker on
Wednesday, November 16, when he
will discuss “Rutgers — Celebrat-
ing 250 Years.”

The series, now in its ninth year,
formerly was known as the Anne and
Lee Hale Speaker Series. Lee Hale,
who was active in many community
organizations, established the series
and originally named it after his
spouse, who died in 2007. When Mr.
Hale died unexpectedly in 2013, the
series was renamed to honor both of
them.

Recently, the Hale Series board
members voted to simplify the name
at the suggestion of Barbara Hale, the
couple’s daughter, who serves on the
board. She explained that her parents
were really into “giving” and that the
speaker series represents their inter-
est in that respect without having to
include their full names in a title.

The Hale Series focuses mainly
on talks by those with some connec-
tion to Westfield. The series will
kick off on Wednesday, April 6,
when Westfield resident Christa
Clarke, the senior curator of Arts of
Global Africa at the Newark Mu-
seum, will talk about “In and Be-
yond the Museum: A Curator’s Life
in the 21st Century.”

Also scheduled as a speaker this
year is longtime Westfield shop
owner Saul Drittel, who will dis-
cuss “Downtown Westfield — A
Time to Remember” on Wednes-
day, May 11. Brian Carovillano, a
Westfield High School graduate and
managing editor of U.S. News for
Associated Press, will discuss “Jour-
nalism in a Changing World” on

Wednesday, September 28.
The talks take place at 7 p.m. at the

Westfield Memorial Library. For the
Barchi speech, however, the venue
will change to the Westfield Area Y’s
Bauer Branch to accommodate an
expected large number of attendees.

Linnea Rhodes is chairwoman of
the Hale Series board, the members
of which also include Mary Orlando,
Barbara Hale, Joel Farley, Sherry
Cronin and Tina Lesher.

The series receives grant monies
from The Anne and Lee Hale Fund
and the Thomas Glasser Founda-
tion and is hosted by the Friends of
the Westfield Memorial Library.
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– Obituaries –Wilma C. Barker, Devoted to Family;
Was Active at Presbyterian Church

Wilma C. Barker

Wilma Catherine Taylor Barker
passed away peacefully on Thurs-
day, March 10, 2016. A memorial
service was held on Saturday,
March 12, at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.

Wilma was born on
August 30, 1933, in
Dundee, Scotland, to
Catherine Smith Tay-
lor and William Tay-
lor.  Wilma was 8
months old when she
and her mother sailed
to the United States to
join her father, who had
earlier emigrated from
Scotland to Kearny,
N.J. Wilma attended
Kearny High School
and graduated in 1951.
She graduated from the Washing-
ton School for Secretaries and
worked for RCA. Throughout her
life, she continued to use her short-
hand when she took notes.

Wilma was employed by Super-
markets General Corporation
(Pathmark) in the advertising de-
partment for more than 25 years,
working until she was 72. During
that time she attended Union
County College and earned her As-
sociates degree in business.

Wilma was a member of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield
since she moved to Westfield in
1968. She served as a Deacon, El-
der, Sunday school teacher and on
the Mission Commission, co-led
the Hospitality Network for the
Homeless, ushered, hosted and
cooked breakfast for FISH guests,
scheduled the overnight hosts for

FISH, organized flower deliveries,
was a member of a Circle group,
was a member of the Fellowship
group and supported the
Parkinson’s group. She also took

great joy in bird-watch-
ing and baking for the
many groups she sup-
ported.

Gram enriched her
grandchildren’s lives by
always being present,
there whenever they
needed her. She attended
their games, concerts,
birthday parties, class
shows, graduations, prom
pictures, confirmations
and was the ultimate
babysitter. She loved them
very much and her

grandkids loved her, too.
Wilma was predeceased by her

brother, Andrew James Taylor, and
her parents. She is survived by her
daughters, Carol Barker and her
husband, Pete Demers, and their
children, Eric, Abby and Grace;
Suzanne Barker Fallo and Bob
Fallo and their children, Robert
and Jack; and Gail Barker Lavalette
and Gordon Lavalette and their
children, Alyssa and Matthew; and
her nephews, Mark (Maureen),
Andrew (Kim) and John (Danielle).

Arrangements were by Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue, Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations can
be made to The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield to support the
mission work that Wilma enjoyed
so much.

March 17, 2016

Annette Buldo, 92, Westfield Resident;
Was Communicant of Holy Trinity

Annette Buldo, 92, of Westfield
peacefully passed surrounded by her
loving family on Thursday, March
10, 2016.

Annette was born in Orange, N.J.
and lived in Westfield. She was a
homemaker. Annette was a commu-
nicant of the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield.

Annette is predeceased by her hus-
band, John. She is survived by her
two sons, Anthony (Pam) and John Jr.
(Judy); her daughter, Theresa Kay
(Alexander); her five grandchildren,
and her 10 great-grandchildren.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Monday, March 14, from the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment was at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Rossi
Funeral Home, 1937 Westfield Av-
enue, Scotch Plains.

Memorial contributions may be
made to St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Mem-
phis, TN 38105, Source Code:
IIQ140788777.
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Giovanni ‘John’ Lepore, Family Man;
Known For Fun and Generous Nature

Giovanni Lepore

Giovanni “John” A. Lepore of
Westfield, formerly of Providence,
R.I. and Tampa, Fla., passed away
peacefully on Thursday, March 10,
surrounded by his loving
family. A Funeral Mass
was celebrated on Tues-
day, March 15, at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield.

He is predeceased by
his parents, Antonio and
Margaret Lepore.

Giovanni is survived by
his beloved wife of 55
years, Carol Ann
(Iacobucci) Lepore; his
daughter, Robin Michelle
Lepore; his son, Gregory
Primo Anthony Lepore,
his daughter-in-law, Amy
Elizabeth Lepore, and their children,
Gianna Elizabeth Lepore and Noah
Gregory Lepore; and by his brothers,
Anthony Louis Lepore and Robert
Joseph Lepore.

Giovanni was born in Providence,
R.I. He was a graduate of Mt. Pleas-
ant High School and the University of
Rhode Island, College of Business
Administration.

In 1962, he was appointed Assis-
tant Clerk of the Rhode Island Supe-
rior Court, and then served as Chief
Clerk of the Criminal Division.

Giovanni joined the Holiday Inn
organization in 1970 and was gradu-
ated from Holiday Inn University,
Memphis, Tenn.

He served as General Manager of
Holiday Inns in Providence, R.I., W.
Lafayette, Ind., and Tampa, Fla. He
was the recipient of the coveted
“Torchbearer Award,” which recog-
nizes the Top Holiday Inn world-
wide. He also managed hotels in St.
Croix, Virgin Islands.

Since moving to New Jersey, he
has served as President and CEO of
Food Concepts Inc., Sierra Food Ser-
vice and Noga Enterprises LLC.

Giovanni coached
Westfield Little League.

He was a member of
the Knights of Columbus-
Hope Council and the
Piscataway Rotary Club.

He was the recipient of
a Certificate of Apprecia-
tion for his generous sup-
port of Calvary Hospital.

He was a communicant
of the Holy Trinity
Church in Westfield.

Giovanni will be re-
membered as a loving,
fun, kind, generous man
of faith who was devoted

to his wife, children and grandchil-
dren, and his extended family and
friends.

Giovanni loved “bringing people to-
gether,” especially when he could cook
for them. He was an avid reader and
loved sports, especially his beloved
New York Yankees and New York Gi-
ants. He attended 26 Super Bowls!

He loved the racetrack, especially
Gulfstream and Saratoga.

He loved the beach, especially
Galilee and Narragansett, R.I. and
Hollywood Beach, Fla.

He was identified by his suits, ties,
cufflinks, lapel pins and Fedoras.

Above all, Giovanni was a giver.
His generous heart out-weighed his
imposing stature.

Donations in John’s memory may
be made to either the Westfield Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad or the Westfield
PBA.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home in Westfield.
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Louise Anderson

Louise Thomson Anderson, 85, Active
In Church, P.E.O. and College Club

Louise Thomson Anderson, 85, of
Scotch Plains died on Thursday,
March 10, 2016, at The Center for
Hope in Scotch Plains.

Born in Elizabeth, she
grew up in Cranford with
her parents, Sanford and
Gertrude Thomson, and
her siblings, Aletta Wil-
son and James Thomson.
She married Sheldon
Scott Anderson on June
21, 1952, and celebrated
60 years together. They
briefly lived in Fanwood
before buying their first
and last home in Scotch
Plains 63 years ago.

Mrs. Anderson was a
graduate of Chatham
College and taught sec-
ond grade briefly before becoming a
full-time homemaker. She was ex-
tremely active in the Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church, where she was a
member for more than 60 years. She
frequently volunteered in the church
office and was active in many Bible
Study groups. Louise was involved as
a member and officer of her P.E.O.
Chapter for more than 50 years. She
also was a leader in the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains College Club for the
same amount of time. Once Louise
joined an organization she stuck with
it for a lifetime.

Louise enjoyed her bridge groups,
Jaycee socials, visiting with her neigh-
bors and supporting her children in

every activity in which they partici-
pated. She spent many summer days
at her family’s retreat on the Long
Island Sound in Madison, Conn.

She was predeceased by
her husband, Sheldon, in
October of 2012. She is
survived by three sons,
Greg (Barb) of Virginia
Beach, Va., Jeff (Gwen) of
Sugarland, Tex. and Rob-
ert (Laura) of Madison,
Conn.; her daughter, Kim
Winans (Chris) of
Sugarland, Tex.; her
brother, Jim (Carol), and
sister, Aletta. She was
blessed with 10 grandchil-
dren, Ryan (Michele),
Robbie, and John (Katie)
Anderson; David and Abby

Anderson; Kyle and Brian Anderson;
Casey (JoAnna), Katelyn and Cale
Winans; and great-grandchildren,
Caitlyn Daniello and Lane Anderson.

A memorial service will be con-
ducted on Saturday, March 19, at 2
p.m., at the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, located at 74 South Martine
Avenue. In lieu of flowers, donations
can be made on Louise’s behalf to the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church.

Arrangements are being provided
by the Memorial Funeral Home in
Fanwood.

For additional information or to
sign the guestbook, visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Robert ‘Bob’ Lowe, Jr., 81, Enjoyed
Family, Barbershop Music, Travel

Robert “Bob” Brown Lowe, Jr., 81,
of West Windsor passed away on Sat-
urday, March 12, 2016, at Lee Memo-
rial Hospital in Fort Myers, Fla.

Born in Sewickley and raised in
Coraopolis, Pa., Mr. Lowe resided in
Westfield, N.J. for many years before
moving to West Windsor, N.J., where
he lived for the last 30 years. He was
a graduate of Ohio Wesleyan Univer-
sity with a degree in business and
enjoyed a long career in investment
banking. He retired in 1998 from
Summit Bank’s Princeton office.

Family meant everything to Bob,
and he especially enjoyed his
grandchildren’s sporting events. He
spent many years at Lake Naomi in
Pennsylvania making lifelong friend-
ships. He shared the gift of music
through his membership in
SPEBQSA, coaching and singing
barbershop music. He was an active
member of the West Windsor Senior
Citizen Center. Later in life he en-
joyed traveling to the National Parks
and watching the undulations of the
stock market with friends in the Se-
nior Center’s Investment Club.

Predeceased by his parents, Robert
Sr. and Grace, he is survived by his
loving wife of 53 years, Frances “Dee”
(Brammer) Lowe; his three sons and
their wives, Robert III and Sheryl,
Brian and Beth and Bruce and Karen;
his grandchildren, Ashley, Ryan,
Collin, Alex, Evan, Daniel and Nathan;
his sisters, Nancy and Barbara, and his
many nieces and nephews.

A Memorial Service will be held on
Saturday, March 19, 2016, at 11:30
a.m., with visitation for family and
friends immediately prior starting at
10 a.m., at the A.S. Cole Funeral
Home, 22 North Main Street,
Cranbury, N.J. 08512.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made in Mr. Lowe’s memory
to The Friends of West Windsor Se-
nior Citizens, P.O. Box 905, West
Windsor, N.J. 08550 or to the Ameri-
can Heart Association, 1 Union Street,
Suite 301, Robbinsville, N.J. 08691
or at www.donatenow.heart.org.

For more information, please visit
saulfuneralhomes.com.
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In Memoriam
Elizabeth (Betty) Laggren

Elizabeth “Betty” Forrester Barton-
Laggren, 94, of Union, N.J. passed
away quietly at her home on Tuesday,
March 8, 2016.

Elizabeth was a member of the Third
Westminster Presbyterian Church in
Elizabeth, N.J., which was also where
she married her lifelong love, Carl
John Laggren, 71 years ago. He will
miss her dearly. She was the loving
mother of two boys, Douglas John
Laggren, who resides in California
with his wife, Ann, and Lawrence
Laggren (deceased). She boasts three
grandchildren, 11 great-grandchildren
and one great-great grandchild.

Elizabeth attended Vail-Deane
Academy in Elizabeth and went on to
earn her teaching degree from Cente-
nary College in New Jersey and
Hunter College in New York City.
Her teaching career spanned decades
back at her beloved Vail-Deane Acad-
emy, where she later became the head-
mistress of the Lower School. Eliza-
beth remained an active board mem-
ber for many years, as well as heading
up the Alumni Association.

Elizabeth and her husband, Carl,
were active in the Union County Boys
and Girls Club and spearheaded the
“Senior Net” program, which intro-
duced people over 50 to computers.
Their lifelong giving and community
service was reflected in the “Most
Outstanding Stewardship Award” pre-
sented to them in 2004. Elizabeth

remained active in her interests well
into her eighties, enjoying social
events with her friends and extended
family members. Her heart and
thoughts were never far from the fam-
ily farm property, established in the
1800s, located in Dryden, N.Y., which
she and her husband shared along
with her brothers, Kenneth Barton
with his wife, Ginny, and Douglas
Barton III (deceased).

Elizabeth had a keen interest and
pride in the family history and worked
diligently to maintain it along with
family traditions.

A service was held on Tuesday,
March 15, at August F. Schmidt Me-
morial Funeral Home, 139 Westfield
Avenue, Elizabeth.

Donations in her memory made to
the Third Westminster Presbyterian
Church, North Avenue and Salem Av-
enue, Elizabeth, N.J. 07208 would be
appreciated.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000698

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-01605-10

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT
SOLELY AS TRUSTEE FOR THE RMAC TRUST,
SERIES 2013-3T

VS.
Defendant: ARETHA C. JOHNSON AND

KEVIN P. JOHNSON, HUSBAND AND WIFE;
SUSSEX COUNTY WELFARE BOARD;
UNIFUND CCR PARTNERS; BERNICE E.
CAMPER; ATLANTIC CO BID SOCIAL SERVS;
NEW CENTURY FINANCIAL SERVICES;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 04/13/2016
Writ of Execution: 07/25/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Sev-
enty-Five Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-
Three and 84/100*** $675,873.84.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union, in the
State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 70
Portland Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

TAX LOT 6, BLOCK 22
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 75 x 104.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Watchung View

Place.
*Taxes - at time of inquiry paid through 4th

quarter 2015.
*Third Party Lien - Tax Sale Certificate #TTL

201501 held by US Bank Cust BV001 Trst & Crdt
in the amount of $12,793.07 plus fees, costs and
interest.

*Water - Private account; verification of same
prohibited without authorization of record prop-
erty owner;

*Sewer - Included in Taxes;
*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and

sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Ninety-Eight Thou-

sand Nine Hundred Twenty-Eight and 53/100***
$698,928.53 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
ROMANO GARUBO & ARGENTIERI COUNSE-
LORS AT LAW LLC
52 NEWTON AVENUE
P.O. BOX 456
WOODBURY, NEW JERSEY 08096
(856) 384-1515
4 T - 03/17, 03/24, 03/31
& 04/07/16 Fee: $208.08

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000631

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-012869-12

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK, N.A.,
VS.
Defendant: JOSEPH COLON, JENNY MENA,

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 04/06/2016
Writ of Execution: 11/24/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Thirty Thousand Nine Hundred Thirty-Three and
43/100*** $430,933.43.

MUNICIPALITY: Scotch Plains
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
STREET & STREET NO: 232 Haven Avenue
TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 705, LOT:

19.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 54.00 feet x 92.50

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Mountain Av-

enue.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any):
US Bank Cust For BV001 Trust holds in the

amount of $503.40 as of 01/12/2015.
SCOTCH PLAINS TOWNSHIP-SEWER AC-

COUNT holds in the amount of $266.13 as of 12/
09/2015.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Fifty-Eight Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Fourteen and 67/100***
$458,814.67 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 03/10, 03/17, 03/24
& 03/31/16 Fee: $173.40

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000381

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-0044796-14

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE OF THE
RESIDENTIAL ASSET SECURITIZATION
TRUST 2006-A4, MORTGAGE PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-D
UNDER THE POOLING AND SERVICING
AGREEMENT DATED MARCH 1,2006

VS.
Defendant: SUSAN M. MACKAY; MR.

MACKAY, HUSBAND OF SUSAN N. MACKAY;
MICHAEL W. MACKAY; MORTGAGE ELEC-
TRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC AS
NOMINEE FOR QUICKEN LOANS INC., ITS
SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS

Sale Date: 03/23/2016
Writ of Execution: 11/20/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Thirty-
Eight Thousand One Hundred Thirty-Four and
27/100*** $638,134.27.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN of
WESTFIELD, County of UNION, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 223 SCOTCH
PLAINS AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07090-4437

BEING KNOWN as LOT 26, BLOCK 2813
FKA 745 on the official Tax Map of the TOWN of
WESTFIELD.

Dimensions: 132.11 FEET X 51.00 FEET X
130.00 FEET X 51.00 FT.

Nearest Cross Street: FIRST STREET
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Eighty-Three

Thousand Five Hundred Eighty-Two and 70/
100*** $683,582.70 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 02/25, 03/03, 03/10
& 03/17/16 Fee: $222.36

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000435

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-036260-10

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATIONS AS TRUSTEE FOR LUMINENT
MORTGAGE TRUST 2007-2

VS.
Defendant: LORENA CHAVEZ
Sale Date: 03/30/16
Writ of Execution: 03/12/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Forty-Two Thousand Five and 45/100***
$542,005.45.

The property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of GARWOOD, County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 320 WILLOW AVENUE,
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027.

Tax Lot No. 20 in Block No. 404
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 40 X 100
Nearest Cross Street: EAST STREET
BEGINNING at a point in the northerly line of

Willow Avenue distant 160.00 feet westerly from
its intersection with westerly line of East Street
and running thence;

PRIOR-LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
TAXES OPEN: $2,965.42
TOTAL AS OF November 18, 2015: $2,965.42
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Sixty-Five Thou-

sand Two Hundred Seven and 49/100***
$565,207.49 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 03/03, 03/10, 03/17
& 03/24/16 Fee: $175.44

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000646

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-003896-13

Plaintiff: GREEN TREE SERVICING LLC
VS.
Defendant: JANICE PAPANDREA; MR.

PAPANDREA, HUSBAND OF JANICE
PAPANDREA; FIRST INDEMINITY OF
AMERICA INSURANCE COMPANY AND ANY
QUOTA SHARE PARTNER, AS INTEREST MAY
APPEAR; UNITES STATES OF AMERICA; JANE
TIBONI ESQ.; AMPER POLITZINER AND
MA1TIA LLP; JANET PAPANDREA; PNC BANK;
SCHENCK PRICE SMITH AND KING LLP;
APRUZZESE MCDERMOTT MAESTRO AND
MURPHY PC; FIDELITY AND DEPOSIT COM-
PANY OF MARYLAND; PATRICK B. ARD;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY; BAYWAY LUMBER;

Sale Date: 04/06/2016
Writ of Execution: 10/26/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred Fifty
Thousand Eight Hundred Twenty-Six and 38/
100*** $550,826.38.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
OF WESTFIELD, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 629 STIRLING
PLACE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

It is known and designated as Block 4002, Lot
14.

The dimensions are approximately 50 feet
wide by 137 feet long.

Nearest cross street: Livingston Street
Prior lien(s): Sewer past due in the amount of

$180.84.
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Sixty-Seven

Thousand Two Hundred Forty-Nine and 05/100***
$567,249.05 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 03/10, 03/17, 03/24
& 03/31/16 Fee: $212.16

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000702

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-052443-14

Plaintiff: GREEN TREE SERVICING LLC
VS.
Defendant: FRANCIS L PICURRO
Sale Date: 04/13/2016
Writ of Execution: 10/20/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Thirty-Two Thousand Seven Hundred Sixty-One
and 85/100*** $432,761.85.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, County of Union
and State of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 522 CICILIA PLACE,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07067

It is known and designated as Block 301, Lot
22 FKA BLOCK 27 LOT 20.

The dimensions are approximately: 50 feet
wide by 125 feet long (irregular).

Nearest cross street: East Second Street.
Prior lien(s): Sewer past due in the amount of

$260.28.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Forty-Five Thou-
sand Five Hundred Twenty-Nine and 45/100***
$445,529.45 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL, FRANKENBERG &
NORGAARD, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 03/17, 03/24, 03/31
& 04/07/16 Fee: $189.72

Melvin G. Wistner, 95, Was Devoted
Missionary Who Honored the Lord

Melvin George Wistner, 95, of
Mountainside, N.J. went home to
be with his Lord and Savior on
Saturday, February 27,
2016. He sought to honor
the Lord in all he did, and
the Lord honored him.

Mel was born Decem-
ber 19, 1920 in Buffalo,
N.Y. to the late Edward
and Wilhemina (Braun)
Wistner. He was born again
at the age of 16 at a Gospel
meeting in Buffalo. Mel
was a graduate of Moody
Theological Seminary in
Chicago, Ill .  He also
earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree at Fairleigh
Dickinson University and
a Master of Science in Education at
Long Island University.

In 1945, Grace Chapel, Ill. and in
1946 Terrill Road Bible Chapel,
Fanwood, N.J., commended Mel to
go forth in full-time service in God’s
work. This special work would con-
tinue for over 65 years. During those
years, he spent two years in Puerto
Rico as a missionary and he spent
10 years with the New York Bible
Society among the people in Span-
ish Harlem in New York.

Additionally, Mel conducted spe-
cial children’s activities including
summer Bible camps, vacation
Bible schools, as well as minister-
ing and teaching God’s word to
churches in the United States,
Mexico, Bermuda and the Baha-

mas.
He is survived by his wife of 41

years, Helen Lewis Wistner; chil-
dren, Janet Gibson, Joan Callender

(Jeffrey Callender),
Rebecca Wistner and
Mark Loizeaux
Wistner (Erin O’Brien
Wistner), and grand-
children, Scott Parker
Callender, Bradford
Lawrence Drew
Gibson, Emily Lewis
Wistner and Katherine
Quinlan Wistner. In-
cluding his parents,
f irst  wife,  Jessie
Loizeaux Wistner, and
son-in-law, Dr.
Lawrence Gibson,

Mel was predeceased by his two
Wistner brothers, Edward and
Lawrence, and sister, Dorothy
Wistner McCoy, and three step-
brothers and two stepsisters of the
Shaw family.

A memorial service was held at
Terrill Road Bible Chapel, 535
Terrill Road, Fanwood, N.J., on
Saturday, March 5, 2016. Burial
was private.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Christian Missions of
Many Lands (CMML), P.O. Box
13, Spring Lake, N.J. 07762, des-
ignated to the Children’s Educa-
tion Fund.

The Carmen F. Spezzi Funeral
Home, 15 Cherry Lane, Parlin, N.J.
is greatly appreciated for assisting
and guiding the family through this
difficult time.

March 17, 2016

Melvin G. Wistner

WNC Seniors Plan
Casino Bus Trip

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Neighborhood Council Seniors will
present a bus trip to Harrah’s Casino
in Chester, Pa. on Saturday, April 23.
The bus will leave at 10 a.m. sharp
from 127 Cacciola Place, Westfield,
and return at 8 p.m. The cost is $40
with a return of $30. For tickets, call
Carol Mercer at (908) 654-1840.
Refreshments will be served.

 Obituaries Continued -- Page 20

Garwood Knights
Slate Blood Drive

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold a blood
drive conducted by Community Blood
Services of New Jersey on Tuesday,
March 29, from 4 to 8 p.m., at The
Columbian Club Building at 37 South
Avenue, Garwood. All donors must
bring identification and weigh at least
110 pounds, and should eat a meal
before donating. Donors over age 75
require a doctor’s note. For medical
questions, call (201) 444-3900. For
appointments, call (201) 251-3703.
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SAVE
$100*
WHEN YOU CALL 
BEFORE 4/15/16*

©2016 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT 
is a registered trademark of the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities 

SPRINGFIELD
973-258-0100

MORRISTOWN
973-292-9500

LIVINGSTON
973-994-2900

BRIDGEWATER
908-725-3900

EDISON
732-906-0900

VERONA
973-785-8700

FOR BETTER GRADES 
AND TEST SCORES
GET HELP NOW!
Make the next report card the best yet! If your child 

is having trouble keeping up in school or you think 

they need to sharpen their study skills, Huntington can 

help your student get on track right now.  Since 1977, 

Huntington has helped students K-12 improve their 

OUR PROGRAM FOR SUCCESS INCLUDES

•Thorough academic evaluations

•Proven programs tailored to each student’s needs

•

TUTORING
Reading - Writing - Math - Study Skills 

Spelling - Vocabulary - Phonics

Algebra - Geometry - Trigonometry 

Pre-Calculus - Calculus - Earth Science 

Biology - Chemistry - Physics

TEST PREP
SAT - PSAT/NMSQT - ACT - State Tests 

Advanced Placement (AP) - SSAT - ISEE 

HSPT - GED - ASVAB - PARCC

Personalized Attention. Proven Results. 

1.800.CAN.LEARN
www.HuntingtonHelps.com

GET THE 
BEST REPORT

CARD EVER

Holy Trinity School teachers are embracing mindfulness through a special
faculty-focused yoga program sponsored by the Holy Trinity Blue & Gold
Foundation. Based on a campaign at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center
that focuses on "care for the caregiver" to relieve stress, the Foundation intro-
duced this opportunity to "care for the teacher" in a new and innovative way.
Over six weeks, Mary Roth, a local certified yoga instructor from the Yoga and
Healing Center in Scotch Plains, guided teachers in their practice. For some the
sessions were a new experience, and for others it was an opportunity to enhance
their practice.  "It was THE BEST gift ever! For us, individually and as a staff,
the ripple effect to home and school was awesome,” said third grade teacher Laura
Gribbin. “Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!”  The Blue and Gold Foundation
at Holy Trinity School in Westfield was formed in 2015 in order to support the
school’s endeavors including scholarships, facility improvements, and alumni
based activities. They look forward to celebrating the upcoming 100 year anniver-
sary of the school with the local community. For more information or to get
involved please email: info@blueandgold.org.

Autism Fundraiser Run by
Local Speech-Lang. Spec.

Teacher Receives Fellowship
For History Program

Scotch Plns.-Fanwood DECA
Travel to Cherry Hill Comp.

WESTFIELD – Westfield teacher,
Caitlin Dugan, has been accepted to
the Woodrow Wilson History Quest
Institute in Princeton for the summer
of 2016 under a fellowship program
partnering with the Institute of Play in
New York City.  A sixth grade Social
Studies Teacher at Edison Intermedi-
ate School, she will be trained in the
application of game design principles
to foster inquiry-based learning.  The
fellowship includes an all-expense
paid week-long attendance from July
17-23 in addition to support and net-
working opportunities throughout the

2016-2017 year.
According to the Woodrow Wilson

HistoryQuest Institute, “The program
aims to use the power of games, play,
and digital tools to transform both
teacher practice and student engage-
ment.”  Applicants must be history
teachers in New Jersey.

Upon acceptance to the program,
Ms. Dugan remarked, “I am thrilled
to be a part of such an exciting and
meaningful program that I can intro-
duce into my own classroom.  I am
also so proud to be representing
Westfield while doing so."

AVENEL – Scotch Plains speech-
language specialist,  Doretta
Helfgott, of Park Middle School
will be hosting an event to raise
awareness about bio-individual
wellness. This natural whole-per-
son approach identifies and reverses
the unique underlying root causes
of body/brain imbalances that af-
flict special needs children, specifi-
cally those with autism.

Ms. Helfgott, whose son has au-
tism, searched three years for an-
swers that would correct her son's
complex imbalances to end his suf-

fering, and bring hope and preven-
tion to her students. The Woodbridge
Children’s Charity Fundraiser will
take place from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. on
Sunday, April 24 at the Knights of
Columbus, located at 109 Morrisey
Avenue in Avenel.

All Scotch Plains students and fami-
lies are invited to attend. For more
information and to purchase tickets,
please go to http://
fortheloveofdavid.evenbrite.com or
contact Ms. Helfgott at
fortheloveofdavid22@gmail.com or
call (732) 476-4270.

SCOTCH PLAINS – On February
21 over 60 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) DECA stu-
dents attended the 55th State Career
Development Conference in Cherry
Hill. Students competed over two days
in various business events. Events
bring competitors together to test how
well they can perform in their areas of
Marketing, Hospitality and Tourism,
Finance and Business Management
and Administration.

The following students received
recognition at the Conference: Maggie
DiVirgilio, second place in Hospital-
ity and Tourism Professional Selling;
Max Mazursky, third place in Mar-
keting Management Series; Peter
Yarem, third place in Quick Serve
Restaurant Management; Angie Saleh
and Maggie DiVirgilio, first place in
Public Relations Project; Matt Fox
and Max Ross, third place in Learn
and Earn Project; Niva Patel, first
place in Start-up Business Plan; Noah
Bernstein, second place in Business
Finance Series; Max Mazursky and
David Walker, second place in Cre-
ative Marketing Project; Darya
Ganzha and Rachel Gudowitz, sec-
ond place in International Business
Plan; and Ari Rosenzweig, second
Place in Principles of Finance.

Finalists include: Robbie Viglione
in Quick Service Restuarant; Karl
Wirth, Eliza Kuperschmid and Darya
Ghanza in Full Service Restaurant;
Isha Kamdar in Hotel and Lodging;

Ava Steele in Sports Promotion Plan;
Caitlin Bourke in Marketing Man-
agement; Maddie Sassoon in Apparel
and Accessories Merchandising; Pe-
ter Warren in Retail Merchanding;
Jessica Riporti in Business Innova-
tion Plan; Molly Pritchett in Prin-
ciples of Hospitality; Samantha
Broders in Professional Selling;
Madison Banker in Hospitality Pro-
fessional Selling; Katherine Seeney
and Kate Musso in Marketing Com-
munications; Avery Greenberg in
Principles of Marketing; and Ewan
Jones and Ryan Cleary in Principles
of Finance.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
DECA chapter was also recognized
for raising over $650 for Operation
Shoebox. Twenty-four students will
be representing SPFHS and the state
of New Jersey at the International
Career Development conference in
Nashville, Tennessee in April.

Annual Gifted Resources
Seminar Planned for March
WESTFIELD – Families with chil-

dren in grades K through 12 are in-
vited to attend the annual Gifted Re-
sources Seminar, a free event orga-
nized by the Westfield Gifted Ed PTC
to provide a wide range of informa-
tion and enrichment opportunities to
the community about a variety of
programs designed for children of
different ages and interests.  Admis-
sion criteria for these programs var-
ies.  The event will be held on Wednes-
day, March 30 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. at Edison Intermediate School
located at 800 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield. Admission to Westfield’s
Gifted Program is not a prerequisite
to attend this event.

The keynote speaker this year is
child psychologist Alison Brown. She
will speak on the importance of gifted
education. Ms. Brown is the author of
Bringing up Bright Kids: Friendship
and Social Skills.

Representatives from HEROES,

Stanford Online High School, Rutgers
Summer Scholars Program, Montclair
State Gifted,, New Jersey Associa-
tion for Gifted Children, Summer In-
stitute for the Gifted, Robot Revolu-
tion, John Hopkins CTY and
Westfield Debate will be available to
provide information and materials
about their programs from 6:30-
7:30pm in the hallway outside the
Edison auditorium.

This event is sponsored by the
Westfield Gifted Ed PTC and is open
to parents, teachers and students. The
mission of the Gifted Ed PTC is to
promote and support the intellectual
curiosity of all students in the
Westfield school district. The com-
mittee also provides support to the
students and families that are admit-
ted to and participate in Westfield’s
Gifted Education Program. For more
information, contact Amisha Mehta
amishamody@yahoo.com or Char-
lotte Lee cflee4@verizon.net.

TOP SCORES...Westfield High School has been notified that seven students have
achieved perfect scores in December 2015 on SAT and ACT standardized tests
widely used for college admission criteria, and one additional student in October
2015 on the ACT.  The students who exceled in December include: (front row from
left to right): Amy Liang – SAT Math and Writing; Cindy Qiang – SAT Math and
Writing; Emily Holtzman – ACT English and Science; and Ana Ionescu – ACT
Writing; and (second row) Michael Hauge – SAT Reading and Writing; Owen
Bartok – ACT English; Quinn Clarke-Magrab – ACT Science; and Jasper Baur
– ACT Writing, whose perfect October score was recently reported to WHS.  In
a letter to the students, WHS Principal Peter Renwick wrote, “I would like to
commend you for this outstanding achievement which speaks volumes about your
abilities and your commitment to your education.

A Part of Fellowship 
Senior Living

1-877-395-1715

BIG PLANS
For Your Retirement
BIG PLANS
For Your Retirement

A non-profit community serving people of all faiths 
www.FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

8000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

The Cypress
• Modern kitchen
• Windows for lots of light

• Porches overlooking a beautiful vista
• Two-car Garage

Enjoy a carefree lifestyle with a variety
of leisure, social and educational
opportunities and have peace of

mind knowing that a full
continuum of health services

is on-site if ever needed.

Open House
Saturday

March 19, 2016
10 am - 3 pm

Two plans in one - a spacious floor plan
and a plan in place for your future

Distinguished Honor Roll
Grade 8

Ethan Ament, Ashley Amman,
Christina Arida, Majeed Assadi, Jack
Bowman, Kacey Brennan, Sydney
Butler, Logan Calder, Sofia
Carayannopoulos, Michael Catania,
Alethea Cladis, Lily Condodina,
Gabrielle DeCotiis, Clea Demuynck,
Theresa Deyerle,Matthew Dispenza,
Andrew Echausse, Ava Feldman,
Colin Freer, Grace Friedberg, Geor-
gia Geoghan, Emily Greenzang,
Alexis Hammer, Aaron Hecht, Grace
Hogan, Julia Horne, Salvatore
Imbornone, Samuel Jackman, Abigail
Jarecki, Grace Kane, Madeline Katz,
Marcelina Krowinska, Tia Lemberg,
Spencer Linenberg, Daniel Lu, Chris-
tina Martini, Erin McAndrew, Henry
Meiselman, Michael Moore, Matthew
Morgan, Jason Paden, Stephen Park,
Sandrine Perez, Daniel Petersen,
Sophia Powell, Morgan Rollins, Grif-
fin Rooney, Sintra Rumpeters, Adam
Schwartz, Celeste Scott, Alexandra
Sica, Julia Singer, Sloane Slusher,
Elijah Soh, Madeline Stack, Eliza-
beth Stahl, William Surks, Lillian
Talmont, Max Tennant, Philip Tepper,
Kevin Tierney, John Tilyou, Demi
Tsavekou, David Vaykhanskiy, Ruth
Verga, Etan Zeller Maclean

Honor Roll
Grade 8

Daniel Andrade, Joseph Andrews,
Stamati Angelides, William Arida,
Shannon Baker, Justin Bass, Michael
Bazarsky, Olivia Bergman, Ryan
Billings, Chelsea Birkel, Morgan
Boll, Eva Boyes, Shayan Burns,
Anthony Butera, Elias
Carayannopoulos, Daniel Carminio,
Catherine Cheng, Sarah Ashley
Chicola, Reid Colwell, Charles
Compton, Gillian Constantinou,
David Criscuolo, Liam Culkin, Grace
Dabulas, Beckett Dardia, Thomas
Davis, Jillian DeDomenico, Taylor
Dombalis, Marta Dumancic, James
Encinas, Samuel Ertman, Tate Fallon,
Zachary Fischer, Nicholas Forno,
Michael Fox, Abigail Frontero,
Christopher Giglio, Jonathan
Givelber, Jonathan Grossman,
Natalia  Hanchuk, Erin Harris, Rob-
ert Hinderliter, Daniel Hipschman,
Kathryne Humphrey, Anita
Imbornone, Luke Jayroe, Clare
Jeffery, Lelia Juraschek, Steven
Kane, Benjamin Kaplan, Lily
Kaplan, Emma Karp, Garrett Kelly,
William Kessler, Sara Kirschner,
Abigail Knaul, Mitra Kumarasamy,
Jillian Laconti, Jacqueline LaMastra,
Christopher Larkin, Alexander
Leftheris, Declan LeWarn, Sean
Link, Noah Lipkind, William Log-
gia, Amanda Ludwig, Sofia Martinez,
Katherine Martinson, Alexander
Maurillo, Madelyn McDevitt, John
Mc Donald, Molly Mc Donald, Jasni
McGrail, Talia McRoberts, Brian
Mikovits, Sara Miller, Molly Mineo,
Jack Moore, Thomas Morgan, Will-
iam Mormile, Owen Munz, Dillon
O’Connor, Matthew O’Connor,
Lauren Oligino, Amanda Paden,
Dustin Paden, Cameron Parmelee,
Alexandra Percival, Adam Perez,
Trey Rabinowitz, Megan Raftery,
Jack Riley, Hannah Rinn, Nicholas
Romeo, Benjamin Rosen, Elizabeth
Rosenberg, John Rosenberg,
Michael Rossin, Olivia Roth, Anna
Saber, Sara Saber, Christian Sawina,
Justin Sawina, Regan Schultz,
Jonathan Sherman, Marianne Smith,
Ryan Smith, Tara Sullivan, Anna
Swartz, Trevor Tanella, Allison
Temo, Melissa Triolo, Daniel
Varano, Brianna Weber, Nicholas
Walsweer, Rebecca Whang, Emma
Wojcik, Jake Zrebiec

Distinguished Honor Roll
Grade 7

Isabella Albano, Noah
Autmezguine, Kyle Azzaretto,
Ashleigh Bahadur, Aidan Berman,
Alexandra Blancato, Isabel
Boufarah, Bianca Cammarano, Lily
Ceraso, Laura Channell, Jed Cohen,
Maeve Collins, Benton Cummings,
Andrew Cunningham, Gianna Davis,
Emily Duncan, Olivia Ebel, William
Fischer, Kate Fishman, Olivia Galdi,
Sean Glenn, Katherine Hamilton,
Emma Hanley, Sean Hazard, Eliza-
beth Healy, William Heflin, Eliza-
beth Herz, Samantha Hoffmann, Jes-

Honor Roll
Roosevelt Intermediate School - 2nd Marking Period

sica Isser, Luke Jacobello, Sophie
Kamenetsky, Laurajane Kehler,
Emily Klag, Grace Levy, Eliza Lox,
Caroline Maher, Gabrielle
Manganello, Julia McGann, Finn
McGurn, Kathryn McHugh, Henry
Meacock, Matthew Meixner, Liam
Mooney, Matthew Moran, Kevin
Moriarty, Heather O’Hern, Jillian
Omberg, Angela Panikiewsky, Ryan
Richter, Owen Romano, Samantha
Salz, Thomas Savorgiannakis,
Caroline Schafer, Chloe
Shanebrook-Wein, Justin Shen, Mat-
thew Shinners, John Spellman,
Brianna Stewart, Hailey Stogner,
Braden Stryker, Samantha Surks,
Cassandra Szaro, Naia Tan, Eva
Terry, Jeremy Thompson, Meredith
Valentine, Maya Varkey, Natalia
Vollaro, Lindsay Wang, Sebastian
Wroe, Benjamin Zakharenko

Honor Roll
Grade 7

Brendan Bailey, Nicholas
Barbella, Jack Barsa, Aidan Bertsch,
Ryan Borak, Colin Brancatella,
Emily Braterman, Alexandra
Brennan, Ezra Budashewitz,
Annabella Buontempo, Margaret
Burke, James Bushell, Alyssa
Cafiero, Tess Caherly, James
Calcagno, Ailish Campanile, Isabella
Cano, Alexa Cassiba, Alexander Cha,
Benjamin Colucci, Sally Crandall,
Evan Cronin, Macey Cullen, Aidan
Dailey, Jaclyn Dencker, Adam
Dunaief, Charlotte Dursee, Luke
Engelke, Rileigh Ferguson-Hewson,
William Fiorentino, William Fischer,
Nathaniel Fountain-Jardim, Nicho-
las Gambello, Allison Gambrino,
Kareena Gandhi, Shannon Garguilo,
Andreas Gesser, Giulia Giannetta,
Ryleigh Gildea, Liam Glenn, Steven
Gorelik, Holden Grantz, Grace
Greenwood, Mia Grogan, Isabella
Guggino, Shane Hanna, Casey
Heintz, Allie Hinkel, Megan Hinkel,
Jacob Holtzman, Jordan Horowitz,
Rebecca Horvath, Jackson Jordan,
Meredith Kean, Jonathan Keenan,
Wil Kehler, Jack Kiely, Russell
Kobrin, Alexa Kopolow, Brendan
Kotiga, Dylan Kronick, Daniel
Laide, Meghan Lambert, Madeleine
Learner, Kathryn Leary, Jack
Lehavi, Andrew Leone, Maya
Levitt, John Luerssen, Paige Macry,
Sean Maher, Daniel Matin, Chester
Maz, Robert McIntyre, Lila
McMahill, Zachary Mendelson,
Mason Mesbah, Daniella
Miedrzynski, Matthew Miller, Jes-
sica Moore, Juliette Mueller, Sophia
Nazzaro, Isabel Nolan, Peri
Oberman, Luke Ortolani, John
Paladino, Sara Perlin, Austin
Peterson, Erin Petrie, Thomas Pinto,
Mack Prybylski, Nora Quinn, Jade
Radice, Sarah Rappoport, Aimee
Riley, Michael Riordan, Sophia
Rossetti ,  Eleanor Sanderson,
Alexandra Savin, Joshua Saxon,
Brooke Scheuermann, Juliana
Schuttevaer, Molly Stogner, Mat-
thew Storms, Jack Sumas, Colin
Summers, Victoria Toal, Brandon
Tso, Kayla Turnof, Catherine
Valencia, Barnabas Veres, Alexia
Vieites, Rachel Vinnelrod, Isabella
Wolff, Tyler Wragg, Edward Zucker

W-H Seventh Graders
Study Climate Change
EDISON – In their continued

study of climate change and its many
impacts, seventh graders at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge (W-H) School
in Edison spent part of the week
discussing solutions. Andrea
Barnett's students worked on a
STEM project of building two
model buildings - one with a garden
roof and one with a black tar roof.
The class measured the ambient air
temperatures inside the buildings
and around them.

The students also made a presen-
tation to Angela Iraldi, a represen-
tative from The Stonehouse Group,
the school's energy consulting firm,
about why a green roof should be
considered for the new building.
Ms. Iraldi also shared with the stu-
dents the ways in which The
Stonehouse Group helps W-H with
sustainability and energy efficiency.

Concordia University
Releases Honors List
ANN ARBOR, Mich. – Concordia

University Ann Arbor officials re-
leased the Fall Honors List for the
first semester of the 2015-2016 aca-
demic year.

Among the area students named
to the list is:  Ryan Bjellquist-Led-
ger of Garwood, an Exercise Sci-
ence major.
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404 Harrison Avenue, Westfield New Listing: $749,000
Location, location, location... Move right in to this charming five bedroom colonial in the desirable
Wilson school district. The living room is flanked with a lovely brick mantle and a cozy wood burning
fireplace. The formal dining room, updated kitchen and spacious family room along with a full bathroom
complete the first floor. The upper levels boast five bedrooms and two full bathrooms including a
master suite. The lower level has a finished basement/rec room for additional living space. Sit and
relax on the lovely patio overlooking the beautifully landscaped, serene backyard. Conveniently located
close to schools, downtown and New York City transportation, this is the perfect place to call home!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 20th • 1-4PM

Follow me on Twitter @JeanMarieMorgan to get a Sneak Peek
at our new listings at #209Central...the #1 real estate office!

SPF Raider Swim Boys/Girls
Break Several School Records

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys’ and girls’ swim teams
both had outstanding seasons this year.
The boys’ team is fast becoming a
regular contender for state titles, while
the girls’ team is not far behind and
may be the team to beat next year.
There was plenty of good news for
head coach Jess Hulnik to talk about
coming off of a season overflowing

with individual record-setting perfor-
mances to go along with the team’s
overall success.

“Definitely feel both teams per-
formed very well this season,” said
Raider coach Hulnik. “The boys re-
turned to the state finals for the sec-
ond year in a row, winning another
sectional title in the process. The girls
won their second county title in as
many years and even though they lost
in the sectional final they will still be

a top-5 team when all is said and
done.”

The Raider boys’ team did indeed
make a return appearance in the state
finals. The Raiders defeated
Randolph, 104-66, in the semis be-
fore bowing to Mainland, 99-71, in
the NJSIAA Public B championship
meet. In posting a 14-2-1 overall
record, the Raiders only losses came
at the hands of eventual state champi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SYMPTOM OF SPRING FEVER...Boys lacrosse scrimmages are popping up everywhere. The Blue Devil boys entertained
Northern Highlands in a scrimmage game at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on March 12.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day
To all you Leprechauns

Blue Devils Got Redemption,
Won Public A Swim Crown

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The story of the Westfield High
School boys’ swim season has been
well documented. It is a story of domi-
nance and redemption that helped the
Blue Devils to another undefeated
season on their way to yet another
state title. A year after dropping a
heartbreaker to Cherry Hill East in
the state final, the Blue Devils ap-
peared focused and driven through-
out the recently completed season

with no other goal in mind than to win
back the title they so often own.

Meet after meet the Blue Devils left
the competition in their wake on a
relentless quest to make it back to the
state final. At times it appeared stun-
ningly easy. Westfield was almost
never challenged in dual meets ex-
cept for a close win over Bridgewater-
Raritan (94-76) and a competitive
meet against Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(102-68). The Blue Devils achieved
their goal and then some when they

managed to draw Cherry Hill East
again as their opponent in the Public
A final. Unlike the previous year, there
was little doubt this time around as
Westfield cruised to another champi-
onship.

“Without question the experience
of losing in the finals the prior season
makes the team hungrier for the next
year,” said 10th year Westfield Head
Coach Jeff Knight. “One of the things
that was emphasized all season long

David B. Corbin (December 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOUBLE INDIVIDUAL WINNER...Blue Devil Aedan Collins finished first in the 200-free with a time of 1:44.37 then in
the 100-fly with a time of :53.27 in the meet against Bridgewater-Raritan in Westfield on December 18, 2015.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Finding the Silver Lining;
WAHOF Class of 2016

While the boys basketball season
didn’t end the way we all would’ve
liked, looking at it in retrospect pro-
vides some interesting views.

The 18 wins were the most since
1977. And that number has been bet-
tered only six times in more than 100
years of WHS basketball: 24 in 1959,
23 in 1962, 21 in 1963, 25 in 1972, 24
in 1973 and 19 in 1977.

The three home playoff games are
believed to be a first, since neutral
sites used to be used for sectional
finals.

And seriously, did anybody else see
an 18-win season for a team with two
starters over 6-feet tall, and going up
against a steady diet of Union County
Conference public schools and top-20
catholic schools? Against public
schools the Blue Devils were 16-3;
against parochials they were 2-6.

In the event, years from now, thanks
to the videos on varsityvantage.com,
people who still care about school
sports will be able to watch Owen
Murray and Parker Hess and Matt
LaCorte and Nick Mele and Jelani
Pierre. They will marvel at their pass-

ing and shooting abilities.
Murray obliterated the school record

with 190 assists this winter. The previ-
ous mark of 168 was set by Tommy
Bonard in 2007. Bonard is still the
career assist leader with 437 in four
years, to Murray’s 362 in three. But
Murray passed – literally and figura-
tively – Timmy Goski, Danny Hauck,
Mike Lessner and Dick Myers this
winter. Murray also led the team with
226 rebounds, while usually guarding
the opponent’s tallest player. Mele
was second on the team in assists (89)
and rebounds (110) and led in steals
with 81.

LaCorte and Hess finished 1-2 all-
time in single season 3-pointers, with
67 and 64, respectively. And Hess
ended up No. 1 in career treys with
127, passing brother Keegan’s old
mark of 112. LaCorte will enter his
senior year with 103.

Finally, Hess graduates as the No.
17 all-time with 744 career points, one
spot ahead of assistant coach Jan
Cocozziello’s 719. (Hess’ older broth-
ers Ryan and Keegan are Nos. 10 and
25 with 859 and 622, respectively.)
Murray stands No. 26 with 618. Mele
finished with 494 career points.

Here are the top 30 all-time scorers
in WHS boys basketball history with
graduation year:

1. Bob King (1963) 1329, 2. Bob
Felter (’65) 1094, 3. Mike Venezia

Owen Murray had 190 assists this win-
ter, the most in school history.

(’07) 1079, 4. Russ Bowers (’77) 1002,
5. John Miles (’85) 971, 6. Dan DeSerio
(’02) 951, 7. Kevin Monroe (’77) 925,
8. Tim Goski (’73) 901, 9. Mike
Comandini (’93) 887, 10. Ryan Hess
(’11) 859;

11. Jeff Suto (’91) 857, 12. Chris
Rupp (’84) 834, 13. Tom Scott (’69)
830, 14. Eric Hayes (’05) 791, 15.
Scott Novacek (’73) 777, 16. Sam
Mitchell (’49) 762, 17. Parker Hess
(’16) 744, 18. Jan Cocozziello (’04)
719, 19. Ted Mavraganis (’71) 697,
20. Jay Cook (’02) 682;

21. Jim Masters (’74) 679, 22. Jim
McKeon (’02) 658, 23. Tony DiIorio
(’09) 655, 24. Tom Bonard (’07) 649,
25. Keegan Hess (’13) 622, 26. Owen
Murray (’16) 618, 27. Pat Sabatino
(’10) 612, 28. Harris Mosher (’54)
611, 29. Scott Toresco (’13) 601, 30.
Keith Colicchio (’79) 594.

   *
The girls basketball team finished

9-16, but coach Liz McKeon patched
some unexpected holes and had her
young team playing tough to the end.
Senior Amalia Montes moved into the
all-time top 20 scorers.

Here are the top 30 all-time scorers
in WHS girls basketball history, with
graduation year:

1. Erin Miller (2008) 1,580, 2. Lil
Scott (’15) 1,540, 3. Jackie Knapp
(’15) 1,370, Krissy Jeremiah (’88)
1,169, 5. Liz McKeon (’99) 1,017, 6.
Tara Handza (’09) 873, 7. Diana
Venezia (’10) 839, 8. Nancy Kasko
(’85) 779, 9. Karin Morgan (’80) 777,
Marcie Williams (’90) 730;

11. Jackie Cusimano (’02) 729, 12.
Val Wright (’80) 663, 13. Amy Williams
(’97) 578, 14. Gabby O’Leary (’08)
552, 15. Claudia Carnevale (’90) 533,
16. Kim Kumpf (’90) 473, 17. Olivia
Luzzi (’16) 456, 18. Karen Lauster (’87)
430, 19. Amalia Montes (’16) 400, 20.
Karen Manahan (’01) 389;

21. Chris Diemer (’79) 378, 22.
Casey El Koury (’07) 356, 23. Jen
Stagaard (’88) 344, 24. Ro Fusaro
(’83) 341, 25. Steph Slodyczka (’08)
340, 26. Carolyn Matthews (’01) 337,
27. Maura Clancey (’78) 335, 28. Vicky
Nusse (’98) 333, 29. Noreen Morris
(’83) 332, 30. Katie Ponce (’11) 312.

WAHOF DINNER NOV. 21
The Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame

will induct its 12th class on Monday,
Nov. 21, 2016 at the Westwood.

The committee was formed in 1993.
There have been 156 inductees, in-
cluding 119 athletes, 15 coaches, 18
teams and four contributors.

The dinner ($50 per ticket) is open
to the general public and is a celebra-
tion of Westfield’s athletic past. You
don’t have to know anybody being
inducted. This dinner is all about
Westfield sports, and if you consider
yourself a true Westfield sports fan,
this is a date – the Monday before
Thanksgiving – that should be circled
on your calendar in every even-num-
bered year.

The Class of 2016 will be the largest
to date, with 20 inductees. It includes
members who graduated in the 1930s
(Wellington Ross and Pump Vella)
and as recently as the 2000s (Emily
MacNeil and Michael Murray Jr.).

Here’s an alphabetical look at who
the November inductees.

Michael Baly (1998): a three-sport
(soccer, wrestling, lacrosse) superstar
at WHS, he captained the Harvard
lacrosse team and played on a world
champion US U19 lacrosse team.

Floyd Beane (1942): the iconic
“whistling cop” on Broad Street of the
’60s and ’70s was one of the state’s
finest running backs in the 1940s.

Rudy Brown (1965): the first great
“4-back” of the Gary Kehler era, he
was a perfect combination of speed
and more speed; and he packed a wal-
lop on defense, too.

David Coleman (1962): he was ac-
knowledged as “the best in school
history” by Bob Duncan, the WHS
track coach and athletic director from
1930-63.

Chuck Cosenza (1976): the center-
piece of a great wrestling team, he

produced a 25-2 senior season that
culminated with the state 148-pound
championship.

Kathy Federici (1983): she won
three Union County singles titles (two
on the boys teams and one with the
girls), and also captured the presti-
gious Anne Cummings Cup.

Matt Frawley (1985): since he holds
the school record for both six and 11
dives, he certainly belongs in the dis-
cussion of “best-ever” with the four
current Hall of Fame divers.

Dan Gilday (1984): a football co-
captain, he was WHS’s first all-Ameri-
can in lacrosse, setting the stage for
the great tradition that lives to this day.

Emily MacNeil (2005): was she
better as a four-year soccer starter, or
as a four-year record-breaker, at any

distance from 300 to 1,000 yards, in
track, both indoor and outdoor?

Jack Martin: replacing a legend is
never easy, but he took over the boys
cross-country and track programs from
Walt Clarkson, and created a legacy of
his own.

Michael Murray Jr. (2006): if you
watched him play for four years and it
seemed like he got a hit every other
time up, that’s because he did – a .476
career average.

Ron Nobile (1994): a three-sporter
at WHS, the slugging two-way line-
man continued his football and base-
ball excellence at Middlebury Col-
lege.

Wellington Ross (1935): arguably
the fastest man in school history, he
won back-to-back state championships
at 100 and 220 yards, and nearly tripled
in the broad jump.

Rick Sampson (1978): if anyone
wants to write a book on how to play
middle guard in a 5-2 defense, just
find some videos of Sampson, circa
1976 or ’77.

Rudy Stanzel (1949): the slick-field-
ing shortstop who was the glue behind
WHS’s first sectional champion base-
ball team in 1949.

Americo (Pump) Vella (1937): twice
he scored five touchdowns in a single
game, but probably just as famous for
running his quarter-mile leg at the
Penn Relays without a shoe.

Amy Williams (1997): for four years
Pete Giordano knew who his goalie was
going to be, and that there was a good
chance she’d pitch a shutout that day.

Dick Zimmer: the defensive guru of
the great WHS football teams of the
1960s and ’70s, he also coached a
UCT winner in baseball.

1991-94 golf teams: these teams
won four Union County, three
Watchung Conference and three Dis-
trict 4 titles, and one state champion-
ship.

1986-88 boys tennis teams: these
teams won three Union County, three
sectional and three state Group 4 titles,
and two all-Groups championships.

IN PASSING
Keith Emerson passed away on

March 10 at age 71. He was keyboardist
for Emerson, Lake and Palmer, the
prog-rock giants of the early 1970s.

March 31: WHS baseball, part 1

Emily MacNeil set school and meet
records from 300 to 1,000 meters.

WESTFIELD
WESTCongratulations

to our Top Ten Club for February 2016
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The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!
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Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 
Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 
Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, fitness 
center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus on fun. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083
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GOZDIESKI WON UCT, DISTRICT, QUALIFIED FOR A.C.

Blue Devil Matmen Presented
Young Squad, Finished 8-10

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three strong seniors were expected
to show the way for this year’s
Westfield High School wrestling team
that featured a very young squad of
freshmen and sophomores. After se-
nior Devin Anderson, who had a 21-
11 record last season, received a sea-
son-ending injury at the beginning of
the regular season, then there were
two to lead the youthful Blue Devils,
who finished with a regular-season
record of 8-10.

With the injury to Anderson, who
would have competed at 182-lbs, the
Blue Devils were forced into a situa-
tion of forfeiting two or three weight
classes per match, sometimes even
more. Two forfeits cost dearly in a 37-
33 loss to Hackettstown early in the
season. The Blue Devils lost a 34-33
squeaker to Rahway and a 37-25 set-
back to rival Scotch Plains-Fanwood
in the Annual Pin Cancer match just
before the District 11 Tournament.

Senior two-year co-captain Jarek
Gozdieski experienced his dream of
qualifying for the NJSIAA Tourna-

ment at Atlantic City (AC). Midway
through the season Gozdieski won
the 160-lb crown at the Union County
Tournament (UCT) then he began his
trek to AC with his second District 11
title. He then realized his dream was
going to come true when he knocked
off top-seeded Nick DiFrancesco
(South Plainfield), 1-0, in the Region
3 Tournament semifinal. After plac-
ing second at the regions, he lost his
first two bouts at AC and finished
with a 31-7 record.

“This was no surprise as he showed
steady improvement throughout his
career and fully committed to the
sport. We were able to count on him to
pick up big points in dual meets, but
he meant a lot more than that to the
team. He was a leader by example and
was our vocal leader. He will be tough
to replace, but I think our underclass-
men learned a lot from having him in
the room this year,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Glen Kurz said.

Senior captain Chris Hoerle, who
made a big step forward in improve-
ment last year, made another huge
leap this season to place third in the

UCT at 113-lbs and second in the
district before being defeated in the
Region 3 semifinals. Hoerle finished
with a 27-11 record.

“Chris had the kind of year we
expected from him. He’s another se-
nior who bought into the system and
just got better each year. He’s leaving
our program as a two time district
finalist, a county placer, and he made
an awesome run in the regions. He
can hold his head up high knowing he
left it all on the mat,” Coach Kurz
said.

Junior Jack Miller competed in a
rough and tumble 170-lb class that
featured four closely matched up wres-
tlers — Will Ferdinando (Roselle
Park), SPF Raider Sam Wustefeld
and Cranford Cougar Andrew
Tompkins. Miller had beaten
Wustefeld in the UCT quarterfinals
but was too injured to continue.
Wustefeld finished third, Tompkins
second and Ferdinando first. Later,
Wustefeld edged Tompkins, then
Miller for the district title. Wustefeld
later came back to defeat Ferdinando

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY AND DISTRICT CHAMP...Senior two-time co-captain Jarek Gozdieski, right, won the Union County Tourna-
ment 160-lb title, won his second District 11 title, placed second in Region 3 and qualified for Atlantic City.
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Blue Devils Got Redemption, Won Public A Title
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4 Bedrooms, 3 1/2 Baths
Welcome to 1065 Lamberts Mill Road, a gracious center hall Colonial with the charm of an older home and the
amenities and updates required today. The home was completely updated in 2012 with an open kitchen/
family room complete with center island, breakfast area, pantry, adjoining mudroom, powder room, and 2 car
garage access. The front foyer and rear family room open to the formal living room, complete with a lovely wood
burning fireplace, which enable a good flow to the home.  A stately dining room and a sun-filled office also are
located on the main level. Upstairs there are four large bedrooms and three full baths. The master bedroom
boasts a gas  fireplace, stunning bathroom and large walk-in closet. The laundry room is  upstairs. A recreation
room provides the perfect play space downstairs. Almost a half acre of fenced property provides privacy and
room for the bluestone patio. Located steps to Tamaques Park and Shackamaxon golf course, in a prime
neighborhood of Westfield, this is a beautiful house which will be a wonderful home.  Offered for $965,000.
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was that we wanted to finish the year
with a win. It really was a tribute to
this group of kids. It sounds cliché but
they always had a next man up men-
tality. Depth was a strength for us and
I think that this group was always
confident that anyone on the team
could step up and do the job at any
given meet.”

Along the way Westfield got several
record-breaking performances. Most
notable of which was the effort turned
in by the 200 Medley Relay team that
twice shattered Blue Devil records
which had stood since 1992 in the
event. David Lindros, Steve Warren,
Colin Daniel and Austin Kreusser ini-
tially set the new school standard by
posting a 1:36.15 in the event earlier in
the year. Then they bettered it at the
state finals against Cherry Hill East by
posting a time of 1:35.30.

“The thing that was so impressive
about that was that the record had
stood for so long,” said Knight. “And

then to break it in the finals where it
meant so much made it even better.
They needed that time too because
they only won the event by .01.”

The 200 Free Relay team of Aedan
Collins, Eric Bebel, Ryan Daniel and
Kreusser also turned in a new school
mark at the Meet of Champions.

“Our senior class was key to this
season’s positive results,” said Knight.
“A lot of them came in and were unher-
alded but became difference makers.
Obviously Ryan Daniel was a standout.
He is undecided as to where he will go
to college. Swimmers like Lucas Fan
and Austin Kreusser were guys that
fell into that category.”

Westfield will lose other important
senior contributors like Jack Fico,
Sean Gallagher, Jesse Liu, Walter
Sincox and Blake Taylor to gradua-
tion. But as is always the case, the
Blue Devils are simply reloading.

Westfield will return a class of
swimmers that would be the envy of

any coach around the state. Among
the top performers set to return next
season are Eric Bebel, Ryan Bebel,
Jack Cifelli, Aedan Collins, Stefan
Crigler, Colin Daniel, Teddy
Diamantopolous, Jack Edmondson,
David Lindros, Griff Morgan, Steve
Warren and Nick Youssef. There is
little doubt that they will once again
be a favorite to capture a state title.

“The credit definitely needs to be
spread around. Whether it is the
Westfield “Y”, the community pool
or any of the many swimming pro-
grams that train kids before they reach
us, our swimmers come in well pre-
pared and with high expectations. The
thing about what we do at Westfield is
that we focus on the team mentality,”
Coach Knight said. “Lots of schools
have great individual swimmers but
the key to winning is to approach each
meet as a team and to be willing to do
what is best for the success of the
team.”

MacLELLAND LED WITH 349 PTS, 298 RBS, 74 ASSTS

Lady Cougar Cagers Captured
UCT Championship, Finish 15-9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Vast improvement over the course
of the season led to the first Union
County Tournament (UCT) champi-
onship since 2006 for the Cranford
High School girls basketball team
that began with a 1-3 record and fin-
ished with a 15-9 record. The Lady
Cougar JVees followed suit with a

UCT title of their own.
The name of the game for the Lady

Cougars was numerous assists across
the board, a trio of dangerous 3-point
shooters and the inside attack of se-
nior co-captain Cerys MacLelland,
who produced double/doubles —
double figures in points and rebounds
— in nearly every game.

MacLelland led the team in scoring

with 349 points and all of them, with
the exception of a pair or 3-pointers,
came from within the arc of from the
free throw line. She also led the team
with 298 rebounds and 74 assists,
while making 32 steals and blocking
28 shots. MacLelland plans to con-
tinue her basketball career at
Montclair State University.

Raider Swim Boys/Girls Broke SPFHS Records
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

ons in Mainland and Westfield. They
also forged a tie against another state
power in Bridgewater-Raritan.

No less than five school records
fell this season on the boys’ side.
Chris Bondarowicz set a new school
standard in the 100 Breast (56.53) at
the Union County Tournament that
was also a new county record. Josh
Cohen did likewise in the 500 Free
(4:36.39) and in the 200 Free
(1:42.15). Cohen’s time in the 500
Free also represented a new county
best in the event.

The team of Eric Chang, Chris
Bondarowicz, Nolan Kearns and Nick
Heath set a new mark in the 200
Medley Relay (1:36.19). Not to be
outdone, the 400 Free Relay team of
Michael Rash, Josh Cohen, Alan Shao
and Eric Chang posted a time of
3:15.99, which also set a new school
mark.

The girls were equally impressive
this season. Posting a 12-2 overall
mark, the Raider girls very nearly
captured a sectional title. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood lost a nail biter in the
finals of the NJSIAA North Jersey

Section 2 Public B to Chatham, 88-
82, in a meet that was decided by a
400 Free Relay in which the Raider
girls were edged out by .07. Prior to
that the Raiders had claimed their
second consecutive county crown.

On their way to winning the county
title, the Lady Raiders also set a new
county standard in the 200 Medley
Relay. The team of Erika Frazier,
Rachel Maizes, Staphanie Judge and
Sarah Davis etched their names in the
county record books by posting a
blazing time of 1:46.92 in the event.
The same Raiders relay team would
go on to better that time set a new state
record in the event at The Meet of
Champions. Their winning time of
1:45.36 bettered the former record of
1:45.59, which was set by Westfield
in 2014.

The relay teams were Raider assets
all season long.

“At the Meet of Champions our
girls placed in the top 3 in all three
relays,” said Hulnik. “And our med-
ley relay finished first breaking a state
record.”

The team of Rachel Maizes, Maya

Dunchus, Erika Frazier and Amanda
Banasiak set a new school mark in the
200 Free Relay (1:36.79). Sarah
Davis, Amanda Banasiak, Dee Dee
Maizes and Rachel Maizes did the
same in the 400 Free Relay (3:30.38)

Individually, Sarah Davis, Rachel
Maizes and Stephanie Judge each set
new school records during the course
of the season. Davis posted a time of
(1:52.60) in the 200 Free. Rachel
Maizes set a new standard in the 200
IM (2:08.28). Judge became the new
leader in the 100 Fly (56.57).

Davis, Banasiak and captain Kate
Musso are among 10 graduating se-
niors on the girls’ side of the pool.
However, Hulnik does not expect a
drop off in performance next season.

“Our girls have a strong junior and
sophomore class with a few freshman
sprinkled into the mix,” said Hulnik.
“Rachel Maizes county champ in the
IM and 100 breast, Stephanie Judge
county Champ 100 fly, Backstrokers
Erika Frazier and Sydney Von Oehsen,
IM and Breaststrokers Michalea Valli
and Anna Dunchus, as well as
freestylers DeeDee Maizes, Maya

TWO TIME HOOPS CHAMPS...The Westfield 5th grade girls travel basketball
team won the Jersey Basketball Association championship for the second year in
a row and have gone undefeated in the league for two consecutive years. Pictured,
left to right, are: bottom row; Ciara Dursee, Annie Ryan and Julia Corsentio;
middle row, Paige Gorczyca, Cara Van Allen, Phoebe Costalos, Bridget Sheehan,
Sutton Factor, Caitlin Williams and Lily Dickerson; top row, Manager Clint
Factor and Coaches Greg Dickerson, Billy Ryan and Gary Knapp.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Season Wrap-ups:
*****

Westfield Girls Hoops
Wrap-up – page 18

More Season Wrap-ups
Will appear in our
March 24 Edition

*****

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STUBBORN DEFENSIVELY, STRONG OFFENSIVELY...Cougar senior co-captain Lindsay Pace, No. 13, was very
stubborn defensively and snatched 36 steals. Offensively, she banged 25 3-pointers and finished with 278 points.



Page 14  Thursday, March 17, 2016 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

BRINGING HOME THE GOLD...Local boys from NJ Youth Devils Bantam B
hockey team from South Mountain Arena bring home the gold for taking first in
the North NJYHL Conference. Next stop will be districts. Pictured, left to right,
are: goalies Ryan Lamberta (Scotch Plains) and Danny Lynes; front row, Will
Schneider, Andrew Walsh, William Fischer and Justin Hornstein (both from
Westfield) and Ben Pupko; back row, Jack Stein, Thomas Pelliccio, Paul Spiska,
Hugh Zanelli, Head Coach Paul Boesgaard, James Cummings, Michael Bonomo,
Minseo Yang, Matthew Womelsdorf (Cranford), Harrison Grange, Ryan Potechin,
Kyle Remo (Fanwood), Kieran Hollander (Cranford), Asst. Matthew Pupko and
Asst. Coach George Schneider.

JBA CHAMPS...The Westfield 6th grade girls travel basketball team capped off
a great season by winning the Jersey Basketball Association Championship game
on March 12 against North Plainfield. Pictured are team members: Kalea
Calugay, Avery Hoeft, Chloe Kreusser, Katie Palmer, Phoebe Chadowitz, Sara
Kaplan, Ava Pravlik, Gillian Strout, Avery Longstreet, Grace Klag, Trinity
Koetje, Chelsea Little, and coaches Tim Klag, Jeff Pravlik and Chad Hoeft.

WF ‘Y’ Devilfish Compete
At NJ YMCA 13+ States

The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish
Swim Team competed in the 13-and-
Over NJ YMCA State Swimming
Championships held at Franklin and
Marshall College in Lancaster, Pa. on
March 10-13. The Devilfish were
powered by the 15-18 boys who at-
tained nine new “Y” National Quali-
fying Times.

Eric Bebel and Austin Kreusser
achieved their first qualifying times
in the 100-breast and 50-free, respec-
tively. Additional qualifying swims
were achieved by Ryan Bebel (100-
breast), Aedan Collins (100-back),

Colin Daniel (100-breast, 200-fly),
Ryan Daniel (200IM, 100-fly) and
Griff Morgan (100-fly).

Ryan Daniel led the Devilfish boys
in overall points placing fifth (200-
breast), 9th (100-breast), 12th (100-
fly) and 13th (200IM). 15-year-old
Ryan Bebel finished fourth (200IM)
and sixth (200-breast). Steven War-
ren placed fifth in the 100-breast,
resetting his own WY Team Record
with a time of 58.53.

The 15-18 boys set three new
Westfield “Y” relay records: The
400-free relay (E. Bebel, Morgan,
Collins, R. Daniel) came in fourth
with a 3:12.28 breaking a 28-year-
old record. The 200-medley team
of Collins, Warren, R. Daniel and
Morgan placed fifth with a 1:35.93
and the boys 400-medley relay team
of Collins, Warren, C. Daniel and
R. Daniel placed sixth also setting

a new WY team record with a
3:32.98.

For the girls, Caroline Basil (15-
18) finished second (100-back), fifth
(200-back) and 13th (200-fly).

OTHER TOP-16 SWIMS:
13-14 girls: Julia McGann 14th

(200-back); 200-free relay ninth
(Emilia McCormack, Julia McGann,
Keeley Thompson, Tori Sandull);
200-medley relay ninth (McGann,
Alyssa Corvelli, Abigael McKinney,
Sandull)

15-18 girls: 200-medley relay 10th
(Emma Reilly, Gwyn Devin, Caroline

Basil, Emma Conlon); 400-free relay
11th (Conlon, Muriel Maloney,
Audrey Picut, Devin); 400-medley
relay 13th (Basil, Picut, Maddie
Reynolds, Conlon)

15-18 boys: Aedan Collins seventh
(100-free), ninth (100-back) 15th
(200-fly); Colin Daniel 12th (200-
fly), 15th (100-breast); Griff Morgan
15th (100-fly), 16th (100-free); Steven
Warren ninth (200-breast); 200-free
relay fifth (R. Daniel, Kreusser, Mor-
gan, Collins)

The Devilfish will send a team of
11 swimmers to the YMCA Short
Course Nationals in Greensboro,
N.C. on April 4-8. For more infor-
mation regarding the Westfield Area
“Y” Devilfish Swim Team, please
contact Brian Guidera, Director of
Competitive Aquatics and Head
Coach, (908) 233-2700 x263 or
bguidera@westfieldynj.org.

SENIOR DEVILFISH...The Westfield “Y” Devilfish State Team at Senior Recog-
nition Ceremony. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Lucas Fan, Maddie
Reynolds, Audrey Picut and Gwyn Devin; back row, Austin Kreusser, Ryan
Daniel, Caroline Basil and Emily McGann.

NJ REALTORS®  
Circle of Excellence Sales Award, 

Gold - 2015

DON VILLANE
Weichert President's Club,  
Sales Club, Marketed Club

FRANCES M.  
BRADLEY

Weichert Executive's Club,  
Sales Club, Marketed Club

CAROL A.  
DIGRACI

Weichert Executive's Club,  
Sales Club, Marketed Club

PALOMA  
REIS

Weichert Ambassador's Club,  
Sales Club, Marketed Club

JACQUELINE  
WALDMAN

Weichert Executive's Club,  
Sales Club, Marketed Club

NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence Sales Award, Silver - 2015

Weichert®

IT’S OUR PLEASURE TO HONOR ALL OF THESE AWARD WINNERS.

2015
AWARD

WINNERS

MARIA DIMOPOULOS
Weichert Executive's Club,  
Sales Club, Marketed Club

TARA FLOYD 
DEMIZIO

Weichert Executive's Club,  
Sales Club, Marketed Club

ANA DE 
FIGUEIREDO

Weichert Executive's Club,  
Sales Club, Marketed Club

PHYLLIS R. BROWN
Weichert Executive's Club,  
Sales Club, Marketed Club

NADINE S. ALLEN
Weichert Executive's Club,  
Sales Club, Marketed Club

SUSAN DEVANEY
Weichert Executive's Club,  
Sales Club, Marketed Club

SHERIE A. 
GIAMPOLO-WOODY
Weichert Executive's Club,  
Sales Club, Marketed Club

PETER LISCIOTTO
Weichert Executive's Club,  
Sales Club, Marketed Club

TRESSA A. MALONE
Weichert Executive's Club,  
Sales Club, Marketed Club

NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence Sales Award, Bronze - 2015

UCC Women Cagers Head
To National Competition

CRANFORD –Union County
College’s women’s basketball team is
heading back to the National Junior
College Athletic Association National
Tournament from March 15 to 19.
This past weekend, the UCC women’s
basketball team competed in the
NJCAA Women’s Basketball District
N and O Championship Tournament.
The Lady Owls defeated Monroe
College, 64-51, to qualify and to par-
ticipate in the national championship.

By beating Monroe, the Lady Owls
advanced to the Championship game
of the District N and O Tournament
vs. Dean College. Union County Col-
lege led the entire game until the final
1:30 seconds. Union ended up losing
the championship to Dean, 55-53.
The Lady Owls will represent District

O at the National Tournament.
The Lady Owls will head to Johnson

County Community College in Over-
land Park, Kansas for the NJCAA
Division II Women’s Basketball Na-
tional Championship. They are 15th
seed and were to play against Illinois
Central on March 15.

To qualify to participate in the Dis-
trict N and O Championship, the Lady
Owls first won the Region XIX Cham-
pionship. Head Coach Cheryl Bell
was named the Region XIX Coach of
the Year.

For more information on the Union
County College Women’s Basketball
team, visit www.unionowls.com. For
more information on the NJCAA Na-
tional Tournament, visit
www.njcaa.org.

REGION HOOPS CHAMPS...Union’s Lady Owls when they won the Region XIX
Championship.

WESTFIELD 5A CAGERS...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; TJ Halloran,
Coby Linsky, Theo Sica, Cam Gilman, Pete Meixner, Henry Bloom and Noah
Fischer; standing, Trey Brown, Drew Damesek, John Veres, Seth Seiden and
Ryan Waldman with Coaches Dave Brown and Bill Bloom.

The Westfield Boys 5A basketball
team beat Roselle in thrilling fashion
to win the Jersey Basketball League
Championship last Sunday. This is
the second championship in as many
years for the team. Westfield rallied
from four points down with less than
one minute to play.

John Veres hit two critical free
throws down the stretch and Ryan
Waldman made a key lay-up with 17
seconds to go to tie the game. On the
next Roselle possession Noah
Fischer drew a charging foul on

Roselle giving Westfield the ball
with less than 15 seconds. On the
final possession Theo Sica grabbed
a rebound and made the put back as
time expired for Westfield to win
the game.

The team was led by the outstand-
ing guard play of Peter Meixner, Henry
Bloom, TJ Halloran, Coby Linsky,
Cam Gilman, Drew Damesek and at
the aforementioned Sica and
Waldman. The inside was anchored
by Trey Brown, Seth Seiden, Veres
and Fischer.

Westfield 5A Cagers Win JBL Crown
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Lady Cougar Cagers Captured UCT Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

SHACKAMAXON COUNTRY CLUB
100 Tillinghast Turn � Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 � 908.233.1300 � Shackamaxoncc.com

Celebrating 100 years of
Tillinghast golf, incredible dining

and exciting social activities
for adults & kids.

At any moment... a GREAT moment.
Since 1916, Shackamaxon Country Club members have
experienced a lifetime of treasured moments.

We invite you to experience yours. Challenge yourself on
our magnificent course designed by legendary architect
A.W. Tillinghast. Savor fine and casual dining prepared
and served in a contemporary setting. Enjoy the amenities
of the area’s most unique state-of-the-art swim complex.

A limited number of memberships remain available. For
more information call 908.233.1300 or visit our website
at Shackamaxoncc.com.

Don't
miss out.

A limited number
of memberships
remain available.

Call today.

This Is Westfield  2016
Reserve your Ad space today • 908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com • Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

Our 44th Annual Edition is coming ... a MUST for businesses in the region

Welcome home to Lantern Hill.

Life is bright with possibilities at Lantern Hill, a vibrant retirement 
community opening this summer in New Providence, New Jersey.

 •  Dwell in comfort with a variety of stylish fl oor plans.

 •  Stay active with a vast off ering of resort-style amenities.

 •  Enjoy the ease of life without house maintenance and repairs.

 •  Feel secure knowing that specialized care is available on-site.

Th ere’s never been a better time to learn more. 
Call 1-800-795-8283 for your free brochure.

New Providence

LanternHillCommunity.com
11331958

Senior co-captain Lindsay Pace was
one of the trio of outside shooters,
who forced opposing defenders to
stay on their toes. Pace banged 25 3-
pointers and finished with 278 points.
But she could also dish it out with 51
assists, while grabbing 70 rebounds
and snatching 36 steals. Pace is ex-
pected to continue at St. Mary’s (NY).

Sophomore Cam Wichelns led the
trio of three-bangers with 37 big ones
and finished with 282 points. She was
the chief thief with 57 steals and did
her part with 42 assists, 15 blocks and
81 rebounds. Freshman Lauren
Williamson, a very stubborn defender,
swished in 27 3-pointers and totaled
207 points. Willaimson also had 36
assists, 36 steals and 44 rebounds.

Senior Bela Speer, who finished
with 108 points, 35 assists and 12

steals, became a defensive nightmare
to opposing players by blocking an
amazing 77 shots, while grabbing 147
rebounds.

In their time off the bench, Julia
Schork contributed 50 rebounds, 33
points, 28 blocked shots, 14 assists
and 14 steals, and Katarina Polyviou
contributed 32 points, 25 rebounds,
nine assists and six steals.

“I am so happy and proud of my
girls this year, both JV and Varsity.
They worked so hard each and every-
day and stayed focus on winning one
quarter at a time,” Cougar Head Coach
Jackie Dyer said.

In the UCT championship game,
Wichelns and Williamson were a ter-
ror to the Roselle Catholic Lions with
23 points, including four 3-pointers,
and 18 points, including five 3-point-

ers. MacLelland had a double/double
with 17 points and 11 rebounds, while
Pace, who had seven points, dished
out five assists.

Just a few days before, the Cougars
toppled the second-seeded New Provi-
dence Pioneers, who had beaten them
twice during the regular season, 50-
39 in the UCT semifinal round.
MacLelland sank 17 points and
grabbed 18 rebounds, while Pace
scored 15 points.

“We went into the Roselle Catholic
final game acting and believing as if it
were the first time we were playing
them. We didn’t want to be too confi-
dent and take ourselves out of the
game,” Coach Dyer said. “The girls
played tough, together and had fun.
This was one of my favorite teams to
coach.”

Raider Swim Boys/Girls Broke SPFHS Records
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Dunchus, Meagan Small, Rachel
DiFabrizio, Hannah Davis, Olivia
Barcia and Caroline Warren will no
doubt lead the way for the girls team
next season.”

For the boys, a handful of key
performers graduate, including
Nolan Kearns, Kevin Fleck, Matt
Auda and Mark Mital, all move on.
But the Raiders are equally well
stocked for the future.

“Chris Bondarowicz county
champ 200 Im, 100 Breast, County
Champ 200 free and 500 free Josh
Cohen, as well as freestylers Nick

Heath, Michael Rash, Brian Kenny,
backstrokers Eric Chang and Tyler
Daniskas, and butterflyer Alan Shao
will lead the way for the boys,” said
Hulnik. “We will greatly miss all of
my seniors. They have been here for
four years and have helped set the
bar pretty high. Our captains Kate
Musso, Sarah Davis, Amanda
Banasiak, Matt Auda, and Mark
Mital have all done a wonderful job
leading our team and setting a great
example for our younger swim-
mers.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood has
moved into the upper echelon of
county and state swimming pro-
grams in recent years. Often over-
shadowed by Westfield in the county,

particularly on the boys side, the
Raiders no longer have to take a
back seat to anyone. The move from
being a good program to a perennial
threat for a state title is one which
has its roots within the entire com-
munity.

“Its our wonderful swimming
community,” said Hulnik. “From the
early swim lessons, to summer
swimming, to year round competi-
tive swimming, we are surrounded
by incredible programs with tal-
ented teaching and coaching staffs.
Most of the swimmers coming into
this program are familiar with all
four strokes, know how to train, and
truly understand what being a part
of a team is all about.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DANGEROUS ANY WAY YOU LOOK AT IT...Cougar senior co-captain Cerys MacLelland, No. 33, led the team in scoring
with 349 points. She also led the team with 298 rebounds and 74 assists, while making 32 steals and blocking 28 shots.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING HOME SAFELY DURING SPRING FEVER...Blue Devil Travis Brunson adroitly avoids the tag from the
Belleville catcher during a scrimmage game at Bob Brewster, Sr. Memorial Field in Westfield on March 12.

Probitas Verus Honos
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ColdwellBankerHomes.com
Westfield - East Office 
209 Central Avenue • (908) 233-5555

 Platinum: $20 Million & 30 Units Minimum or 125 Units
 Gold: $12 Million & 25 Units Minimum or 90 Units
 Silver: $6.5 Million & 20 Units Minimum or 70 Units
  Bronze:  $2.5 Million & 15 Units Minimum or 30 Units
 ★:  Distinguished Sales Club (achiever for 10+ years)

Facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield Twitter.com/@Westfield_NJ

© 2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the 
Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. 

We proudly recognize the commitment of the Coldwell Banker affiliated sales associates who achieved membership in the NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence Sales Award® for 2015.

Elizabeth Bataille

PLATINUM

Jayne Bernstein

PLATINUM

Best Bestof the
Recognizing

NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®

Mortgage Advisor:

Mike Stepek
(908) 361-4972

michael.stepek@mortgagefamily.com

The

Susan Checchio

PLATINUM

Kimberley Haley

PLATINUM

Frank D. Isoldi

PLATINUM

Maryalice Ryan

PLATINUM

Gloria Kupka-Kraft

BRONZE

Susan Gallagher Brown

BRONZE

Eileen Burlinson

BRONZE

Elias Christodoulakis

BRONZE

Tamatha “Tammie” Costello

BRONZE

Elizabeth Kroncke

BRONZE

Debbie Labrutto

BRONZE

Javier Matallana ★

BRONZE

Eileen Passananti

BRONZE

Alan Rasmussen

BRONZE

Kathryn Shea

BRONZE

Tracy Zawacki

BRONZE

Faith Maricic

GOLD

Ellen Murphy

GOLD

Mary McEnerney

GOLD

Gina Suriano Barber

GOLD

Jean Marie Morgan

SILVER

Jill Horowitz Rome

SILVER

Shari Holtzman

SILVER

Barbara “Bobbee” Mulvee

SILVER

Bettyann “Betty” Lynch

SILVER

Lisa Stafford

SILVER

John C. Wiley

SILVER
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Blue Devil Matmen Had Young Squad, Finish 8-10
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

 

Come and see Westfield money manager and author

Simon Lack, CFA

Discuss his new book

He’ll tell you how hidden fees are often buried in investment 

products, why complexity confuses, and how to manage your 

financial relationships to get what you want.Westfield Library, 

Wednesday March 23rd, 7pm
©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal

Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555 x 113

Jean Marie Morgan
Sales Associate, International President's Elite
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2015
Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

Direct Line: 908-279-4441
Email: jmmorgan4@gmail.com

126 N. Euclid Ave in Westfield • $999,000

255 Welch Way in Westfield • $619,900 1608 Boynton Anenue in Westfield • $1,049,000

217 Scotland Street in Westfield •  $820,000

for third place at the regions to earn a
trip to AC. Miller, who placed second
in the district, finished with a 28-5
record.

“Jack battled through injury. You
know you’re going to get six strong
minutes from him every time he steps
on the mat. He’s a physical wrestler
and his technique is starting to im-
prove. He’d beaten a number of kids
who were wrestling in AC, so I’m sure
that will leave him hungry for next
year,” Coach Kurz commented.

Junior Phil Ricca had a fine start to
his season at 220-lbs with a champi-
onship at the Roselle Park Tourna-
ment in late December. Ricca fin-
ished second in the UCT and second
in the district but came up one win shy
of qualifying for AC. Ricca finished
with a 28-8 record.

“Phil surpassed our expectations by
reaching the district and county finals,
and coming two points away from
qualifying for the states. Like Jack, his
coming up just a little short should
serve as great motivation heading into
the off-season,” Coach Kurz said.

Junior Zach Rabinowitz placed sec-
ond in the district at 106-lbs and fin-
ished with a 20-13 record.

“Zach really turned it up after the
county tournament and did his best

wrestling in February. By reaching
the top-6 in the region, he’s got him-
self some nice seeding criteria and set
himself up to have a great senior year,”
Coach Kurz said.

Sophomore Isaiah Reese broke into
the lineup at 152-lbs and finished 12-
13.

“Isaiah had a great sophomore year
and eliminated a lot of the mistakes
that he made as a freshman. He’s the
most athletic kid we have and he
always believes he should win,” Coach
Kurz said.

Junior Al Dente competed at 145-
lbs. Sophomore Matt Dente finished
9-11 at 132-lbs and sophomore Matt
Jones finished 8-17 at 126-lbs. Seniors
Ryan Bass and Doug Smith also saw
time at 152-lbs and senior Ben Kwok
received bouts at 145-lbs. Sophomore
Russ Weber competed at 182-lbs.

“We had a number of kids who
were put in positions that they might
not have been ready for, but they
worked hard and showed improve-
ment. Kids like Matt Jones, Matt
Dente, and Russ Weber all took some
lumps this year, but they’re resilient
kids and I know the experience they’ve
gained this year will serve them well
in the future. A lot of next year’s
success will depend on how those

guys progress in the off-season,”
Coach Kurz said.

Freshman Emmett Smith had sev-
eral shining moments, placed third in
the district at 120-lbs and finished 19-
15. Freshman Tim Miller demon-
strated that his strongest point was
top control at 138-lbs.

“Emmett and Miller both made the
jump from middle school to high
school well. Emmett showed glimpses
of what he’s capable of when he’s
confident. I would expect him to come
in with more confidence next year
and to make a deeper run in the re-
gions. Tim is awesome to watch. I
can’t remember anyone in our room
wrestling with more intensity. He’s
lost matches where you look at his
opponents and they look just defeated.
He’s improved defensively on his feet
and on bottom. I know he’s going to
make a big jump next year,” Coach
Kurz said.

“This year’s team was faced with a
lot of challenges and worked hard to
overcome them. We had a mix of
proven veterans and some newcom-
ers who had high expectations placed
on them. I thought we improved as the
season went on and had a strong fin-
ish to set us up for next year,” Coach
Kurz said.

DEVITT 240 PTs, 175 RBs, 47 BLKs; RYAN 232 PTs, 42 3’S

Lady Blue Devils Finish 9-16,
Return Four Starters in B-Ball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Underclassmen got the opportunity
to play in the starting lineup from the
onset due to graduation of two super
seniors and an injury to senior co-
captain Olivia Luzzi before the sea-
son started, but this year’s Westfield
High School girls basketball team
that finished 9-16 put opposing teams
to the test and gave them a run for
their money. The leadership of re-
turning starters, senior co-captain
Amalia Montes and junior Shannon
Devitt, along with Luzzi from the
sidelines, was crucial to the team’s
development.

“We had three seniors
graduate and one of our se-
nior captains (Olivia Luzzi)
sidelines with injury and
therefore, had a young team.
We had two starters return-
ing: Amalia Montes and Sh-
annon Devitt.” Blue Devil
Head Coach Liz McKeon
said.

Devitt proved to be an as-
set in every aspect of the game
but her effectiveness under
the board was her specialty.
She led the team with 175
rebounds and provoked much
distress with 47 blocked shots,
while adding 43 steals. Of-
fensively, Devitt’s driving to
the basket ability earned her a
team-leading 240 points. She
also dished out 17 assists.

Montes’ presence under-
neath the board also paid divi-
dends offensively and defen-
sively. Montes sank 207
points and added 18 assists.
She grabbed 160 rebounds,
blocked 26 shots and had 31
steals.

Sophomore Molly Ryan
forced opponents to spread
their defenses because she was
deadly from beyond the arc.
Ryan was second on the team
with 232 points and nailed a team-
leading 42 3-pointers. She also was
quite handy with a team-leading 65
steals and 53 assists. Ryan also pulled
69 rebounds and made eight blocks.

Junior Danielle Rinaldi, who fin-
ished with 104 points, was also hot
from the outside with 21 3-pointers.
She also made 31 steals, had 30 as-
sists and grabbed 52 rebounds. Sopho-

more Grace Elliott put in 143 points,
including nine 3-pointers, had 49
steals, 19 assists and 37 rebounds.

Coming off the bench, senior Maria
Nemeth contributed 16 points, 12 re-
bounds, 12 steals and four assists.
Junior Maria Melao had 45 points, 28
rebounds, 16 steals and eight assists,
while Jenna Iorio had 41 points, 28
rebounds, 25 steals and 23 assists.

“The good part about the season, is
that we had different people step up
throughout the year, so it was hard for
teams to prepare for us. Amalia was
the most consistent averaging eight
points and 6.5 rebounds a game, Sh-
annon was the most improved aver-

aging just under 10 points a game and
seven rebounds a game, Molly Ryan
was the rookie stepping up, averaging
just under 10 points a game,” Coach
McKeon said.

The Lady Blue Devils had several
down to the wire games this season,
three particularly that stand out. The
first was a triple overtime doozie won
by West Morris Central on January

21. A week later the Blue Devils,
trailing by 16 points at the half,
whizzed back to tie the New Provi-
dence Pioneers in regulation only to
lose in overtime. The third against the
Cranford Cougars, the eventual Union
County Tournament champions, was
a stinger. The Blue Devils had them
on the ropes with a 43-38 lead after
three quarters but the Cougars roared
back to steal the victory.

“Our record is no indication of how
successful this team was. We were in
every single game, having multiple
overtime games, including one triple
overtime game,” Coach McKeon said.
“They gave the [number] 1 team in

our county a run for their money dur-
ing counties and did the same to the
[number] 2 seed and eventual sec-
tional champion in our section. These
girls fought hard and never gave up. I
couldn’t be more proud. The future
looks bright.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DOING ONE OF HIS FAVORITE TAKEDOWNS...Junior Blue Devil Jack Miller, facing, gets a double-leg takedown on
Eden Germain in the 170-lb District 11 quarterfinal round and later pins him in 4:35. Miller placed second to qualify for the
Region 3 Tournament and eventually finished with a 28-5 record.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOUGH UNDER THE BOARDS...Junior Shannon Devitt, No. 21, led the team with 175
rebounds and 47 blocked shots. Devitt also earned a team-leading 240 points.

Probitas Verus Honos
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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/10/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2016-232
AWARDED TO: American Theatre

Group, Rahway, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the provision of pro-

gramming services related to
DRAMAFEST DAY

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$16,875.00

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/17/16, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/10/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2016-230
AWARDED TO: Genova Burns, LLC

of Newark, New Jersey
SERVICES: as special counsel for po-

tential litigation relative to a personnel
matter

COSTS: fin an amount not to exceed
$10,000.00

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/17/16, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/10/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-229
AWARDED TO: Weber Dowd Law, of

Woodland Park, New Jersey
SERVICES: to represent Sgt. Hector

Ospina in the matter entitled Wanda Minch
v. UC Department of Corrections, et als.

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$10,000.00

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/17/16, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/10/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2016-213
AWARDED TO: Neglia Engineering

Associates, of Clark, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide construction ad-

ministration and inspection services for
the Meisel Pond Restoration Project

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$37,502.00

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/17/16, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/10/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2016-215
AWARDED TO: CME Associates, of

Parlin, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide design, construc-

tion administration, and inspection ser-
vices for the Watchung  Reservation Sen-
sory Trail Project

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$107,650.00

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/17/16, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/10/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2016-214
AWARDED TO: Maser Consulting, PA

of Red Bank, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide design, construc-

tion management and inspection services
for the Stream Stabilization-Route 22 Park
Project, Township of Scotch Plains

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$82,925.00

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/17/16, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/10/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2016-225
AWARDED TO: Hartford Fire Insur-

ance Company, Harford, CT
SERVICES: to renew the Public Official

Bond for Alfred Faella
PERIOD: April 1, 2016-March31, 2017
COSTS: in the amount of $274.00
James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 03/17/16, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/10/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

  RESOLUTION NO: 2016-221
AWARDED TO: Intersection,

Secaucus, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing

design and advertising space for October
and November 2016 on NJ Transit train
stations in preparation for the 2016 Presi-
dential Campaign

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$8,955.88.

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/17/16, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/10/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2016-217
AWARDED TO: Netta Architects of

Mountainside, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide design, construc-

tion administration, and inspection ser-
vices for the Rahway Park Pool Improve-
ment Project, City of Rahway

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$114,800.00

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/17/16, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/10/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2016-228
AWARDED TO: Palumbo, Renaud &

Appolonio of Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: to represent Corrections

Officer Christopher Cocchia in the matter
entitled Wanda Minch v. UC Department of
Corrections, et als.

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$10,000.00

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/17/16, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/10/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2016-216
AWARDED TO: Suburban Consult-

ing Engineers, Inc., New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide design, construc-

tion administration, and inspection ser-
vices for the Mattano Skate Park Project,
City of Elizabeth

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$38,515.00

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/17/16, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/10/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2016-218
AWARDED TO: T & M Associates, of

Middletown, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide design, construc-

tion administration, and inspection ser-
vices for the Green Brook Conceptual
Design Project

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$7,900.00

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/17/16, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/10/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-191
AWARDED TO: LCA Engineering of

Union, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide Design, Construc-

tion Administration and Inspection Ser-
vices for a Emergency Generator for the
Police Academy Building located in Scotch
Plains New Jersey

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$68,120.00

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/17/16, The Leader Fee: $21.93
PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 03/10/16

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2016-189
amending (Resolution No. 2014-728)
AWARDED TO: Maser Consulting,

P.A., of Red Bank, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide Construction In-

spection and Administration Services
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$62,825.00 for a new contract amount not
to exceed $119,425.00

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/17/16, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/10/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2016-188
amending (Resolution No. 2015-606)
AWARDED TO: T & M Associates, of

Middletown, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide additional envi-

ronmental services associated with the
Venneri Complex located in Westfield, New
Jersey

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$17,500.00 for a new contract amount not
to exceed $131,760.00

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/17/16, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/10/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2016-192
AWARDED TO: T & M Associates, of

Middletown, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide On-Call Energy

Consultant Services for the County of
Union, New Jersey

PERIOD: March 1, 2016-February 27,
2017

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$15,000.00

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/17/16, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/10/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-204
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing

services to Union County years of age or
older/or caregiver

PERIOD: January 1, 2016-December
31, 2016

COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$1,103,727. For a grand total not to ex-
ceed $2,718,339

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/17/16, The Leader Fee: $22.95
PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 03/10/16

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2016-205
amending (Resolution No. 2016-56)
AWARDED TO: PROCEED, Inc.
SERVICES: to provide the NJ Division

of Family Development Intensive Case
Management Program Prevention services
for Union County residents

PERIOD: January 1, 2016-June30, 2016
COSTS: for the amount not to exceed

$805,425.00
James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 03/17/16, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/10/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2016-209
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies

Jewish Family Service $149,412.00
Sage Eldercare Inc $81,398.00
Inpatient Care Services $16,476.00
The Gateway Family/YMCA-WISE

$45,000.00
JFK Adult Medical Day Program

$20,000.00
Meals on Wheels Inc $8,000.00
Alzheimer’s Assn NJ Chapter Caregiver
Conference $6,980.00

SERVICES: to provide Respite Care
services to unpaid caregivers of Union
County senior and disabled residents

PERIOD: January 1, 2016-December
31, 2016

COSTS: for the total amount not to ex-
ceed $327,266.00

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/17/16, The Leader Fee: $30.09
PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 03/10/16

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2016-208
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies

Jewish Family Service $60,000.00
Sage Eldercare Inc $20,000.00
Community Access Unlimited$20,000.00

SERVICES: to provide Home Care and
Nursing services to Union County resi-
dents

PERIOD: January 1, 2016-December
31, 2016

COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-
ceed $100,000.00

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/17/16, The Leader Fee: $24.48

CLASSIFIEDS

PART-TIME POSITION

Westfield Memorial Library
Library Page - 14 hrs/wk, $8.38
per hour. 18 yrs or older. For addi-
tional info & to apply please visit
www.wmlnj.org/helpwanted.asp

No phone calls. EOE

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE

Newly renovated office in heart
of downtown Westfield.

Conference room, kitchen, foyer
included. $800.00 per month.

Call (908) 812-5485 Mike

VOLVO S80 2006 2.5T

4 Door Sedan, good condition,
pearl ice white, leather, front
wheel, power moonroof, rear
beepers, heat front seats/mirror,
garage kept, runs very well, safe,
93,000 miles, 1 owner $7100.00.

(917) 273-1630

BOOKKEEPER- FULL CHARGE

Union County distributor seeks Full
Charge Bookkeeper with the
following responsibilities:
Maintains QuickBooks general
ledger, prepare & deposit checks,
process sales invoices, process
accounts payable, manage and
record bi-weekly Paychex payroll,
prepare monthly bank
reconciliations, maintain employee
benefits, monitor bank line of credit
and wire transfers, process
SIMPLE plan withholdings.
Qualifications: minimum 5 years
as full charge bookkeeper with
QuickBooks, proficient with MS
excel and word, ability to plan and
organize, respect for
confidentiality, high attention to
detail. International experience
(wire transfers, customs, import/
export) a plus.

Please email resume to:
Job164234@gmail.com

ELDERLY CARE

Experienced, kind aide will care for
elderly. Shopping, housekeeping,
etc. Valid DL, own trans-
portation. Exceptional references

(973) 727-3578

Expert Calculus/Precalc Tutor

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521.

ASIAN ANTIQUES WANTED

All Other Antiques Welcome.
High Prices Paid for Asian Antiques
North Plainfield Antique Gallery
1006 RT22 E. North Plainfield, NJ
Ask for Joseph (973) 641-8053

HOUSE CLEANING

Portuguese Cleaning Ladies
Sandra and Christina

Honesty, Excellent References,
Lots of  Experience.

Home or Office.
(908) 966-2423

HOME HEALTH AIDE

Certified Aide seeks position to
care for sick or elderly during the
night or days. Good References.
(973) 763-1438 or (201) 407-1903

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/10/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2016-190
amending (Resolution No. 2015-792)
AWARDED TO: Matrix New World

Engineer of Florham Park, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide Phase II Storm

water Illicit Connection Investigation Ser-
vices

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$9,500.00 for a new contract amount not to
exceed $72,000.00

James E. Pellettiere,RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/17/16, The Leader Fee: $21.93

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work.
Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices. Free Estimates
100% Guaranteed. References
Available. (908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

WESTFIELD
Saturday, March 5, Alexander

Abreu-Rodriguez, 37, of Newark
turned himself in at police headquar-
ters on two traffic warrants, one from
Westfield and the other from
Dunellen, each with bail of $500. He
was processed and released after
posting the requisite bail.

Saturday, March 5, a resident of
the 300 block of Prospect Street re-
ported being the victim of theft. The
victim stated that between February
27 and March 4, an unknown sus-
pect stole a garden statue from his
lawn. The approximate value of the
stolen statue is $50.

Sunday, March 6, Jyquil Bailey,
22, of Plainfield was arrested pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue near Livingston Street. Ac-
cording to police, an investigation
revealed Bailey to be in possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS), identified by police as less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. Upon further investigation it
was discovered that Bailey had an
outstanding criminal warrant from
Plainfield, with bail of $500, and an
outstanding traffic warrant from East
Orange, with bail of $145. Bailey
was processed and turned over to the
Plainfield Police Department.

Monday, March 7, Taylin M.
Gibson, 18, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana subsequent to an investi-
gation on the 1500 block of Lam-
berts Mill Road. Gibson was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released with a summons.

Tuesday, March 8, Francis
Lindlaw, 56, of Westfield turned him-
self in at police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield traffic war-
rant in the amount of $90. Lindlaw

was processed and released after
posting bail.

Friday, March 11, a resident of the
200 block of Springfield Avenue re-
ported that an unknown suspect is
alleged to have stolen approximately
$49,200 from her home.

Friday, March 11, Ronald F.
Murano, 68, of Livingston was ar-
rested on charges of driving while
intoxicated (DWI), possession of a
CDS, identified by police as less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana, and
possession of drug paraphernalia. The
arrest was pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop in the area of East Broad Street
and Davis Court. Murano was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released with a summons
to a responsible adult.

Friday, March 11, Mark Phillips,
49, of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with DWI pursuant to a mo-
tor vehicle accident investigation on
the 1100 block of Lawrence Avenue.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released to a responsible adult.

Saturday, March 12, Harry Cohen,
55, of Newark was arrested at the
Middlesex County jail on Westfield
warrants totaling $2,211 in bail. He
also had a warrant from Roselle in
the amount of $476. Cohen was
turned over to the Union County jail
in lieu of bail with a court date.

Saturday, March 12, Dominic
Destefanis, 31, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with DWI pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop on the
200 block of East North Avenue. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released to a
responsible adult.

FANWOOD
Wednesday, March 9, Christopher

Six, 37, of Staten Island, N.Y. was

arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Dunellen following a motor
vehicle stop. Six was processed,
posted bail and released.

Wednesday, March 9, the PSE&G
meter box belonging to the Forest
Road Park building was reported to
be the target of criminal mischief.

Sunday, March 13, James Kelley,
24, of Jersey City was arrested and
charged with possession of suspected
marijuana. Police made a motor ve-
hicle stop at Terrill Road and La
Grande Avenue, and while speaking
with the driver detected a strong
odor of suspected marijuana coming
from the inside of the vehicle. Police
located the suspected marijuana and
the driver was placed under arrest.
Kelley was released pending his court
appearance.

Sunday, March 13, Ramon Sanchez,
55, of Piscataway was arrested on an
active warrant out of South Plainfield
following a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and turned over to South
Plainfield police.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Friday, March 11, Danny Reyes,

46, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant following a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Raritan Road.
Reyes had an active warrant out of
Springfield Municipal Court. He was
transported to police headquarters
for processing.

Friday, March 11, a Country Club
Lane resident reported a theft from a
motor vehicle. The resident stated
that sometime during the overnight
hours someone had entered the un-
locked vehicle and stolen a laptop
computer. The vehicle was parked in
the parking lot in front of the apart-
ment at the time of the incident.

Saturday, March 12, Marron
Pickett, 31, of Newark was arrested

on outstanding warrants following a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22 East.
Pickett had several active warrants
from the Essex County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and Westhampton Township.
Pickett was transported to police
headquarters for processing.

Saturday, March 12, Yves Romain,
37, of Newark was arrested on an
outstanding East Orange warrant fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Dia-
mond Hill Road. Romain was trans-
ported to police headquarters for pro-
cessing and released after posting bail.

Sunday, March 13, Maria Crecca,
38, of Roselle Park was arrested on
an outstanding warrant following a
motor vehicle stop on Portland Av-
enue. Crecca had an active warrant
out of Union Municipal Court. She
was transported to police headquar-
ters for processing and released af-
ter posting bail.

Sunday, March 13, Joshua
Quinteros, 19, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of suspected marijuana pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop on Cushing Road
in which Quinteros was a passenger.
Following a police investigation into
the odor of burnt marijuana, Quinteros
was arrested and transported to po-
lice headquarters for processing.

Sunday, March 13, Wayne White,
47, of Newark was arrested on an
outstanding warrant following a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Route 22 East.
White, who had an active warrant
out of Ewing Municipal Court, was
transported to police headquarters
for processing.

WINTER ALL-STARS…Karl Miran, athletic director at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison, announced an impressive list of W-H winter athletes who were
named to All-Division and All-Prep teams. Pictured, from left: Basketball players
Lacey Gress (Linden), Garrett Racz (East Windsor) and Scott Hargrove (Fanwood),
and swimmers Brooke Sutton (Westfield), Abe Golding (North Plainfield), Max
Needle (Scotch Plains), Cameron Cabrera (Carteret) and Noah Toney (West
Orange). Hargrove made the All-Prep team, while the others were named to GMC
All-Division teams. In addition, swim coach Jaclyn Santamaria was named GMC
White Coach of the Year.

Earth Day Cleanup
On Tap In Fanwood

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Clean
Communities Committee has an-
nounced that Saturday, April 23, will
be the date of the borough’s annual
community cleanup. This year marks
the 27th year of the Earth Day cleanup.

Volunteers will assemble at 8:30
a.m. at the south-side train station
parking area and will be assigned to
clean a specific area. Adults and chil-
dren are invited to become “pick-up
partners” and clean litter from the
borough’s parks and public areas. The
work should be completed before 11
a.m. Earth Day T-shirts, work gloves
and litter bags will be furnished to all
participants.

Public Works Director Clint
Dicksen chairs the committee and is
joined by Bob McCarthy, Margaret
Chowdhury, Linda Talcott and Dean
Talcott. The committee is working in
conjunction with the Fanwood De-
partment of Public Works.

Volunteers are asked to notify the
Fanwood Department of Public Works
in advance by calling (908) 322-7404.
Walk-ins also will be welcome.

MOUNTAINSIDE
Sunday, March 13, Miguel Chach-

Calia, 20, of Plainfield was arrested
on the property of a theater on Route
22 East and charged with driving with
a suspended license. According to
police, the suspect allegedly was drag
racing on Route 22 East and was
involved in a three-car motor vehicle
accident that resulted in individuals
being injured.

Monday, March 14, George Ro-
man, 45, of Elizabeth was arrested on
outstanding warrants from
Mountainside during a prisoner
pickup at the Essex County Correc-
tional Facility in Newark. Roman also
was found to be a fugitive of the law
from the State of Florida with full
extradition.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. PBA-15-
00010 to be located in Zone ORC on the
premises known as 27 South Avenue,
West, Cranford, New Jersey (Block 473,
Lot 9), has been submitted by RCL Prop-
erties, LLC of 216 North Avenue East,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit:

The construction of a two-story commer-
cial building containing approximately
3,435 square feet, a portion of which is to
be used for the medical office of the appli-
cant. The following variances and waivers
are required:

Variances:
136-23.7(3)(a): distance from the park-

ing area to the rear of the property.
137-33 L(1)(a): size of the buffer.
136-39 (A): number of parking spaces

required.
Waivers:
136-33 L(2)(a): parking area extends

beyond the front set back.
136-21 D(5): elevations for a distance

100 feet beyond tract.
136-23.7(3)(a): property parking lot within

10 feet.
136-23.7(3)(a)(1): size of parking stall,
136-23.7(12)(a): loading zone,
136-23.7(13)(a): bicycle rack.
136-33.6(1)(a): 5 foot landscape buffer.
136-33.6(2)(a): parking in front yard.
136-33.6(2)(h): lighting within 5 feet of

residential zone.
together with such additional relief, vari-

ances, exceptions, or waivers as may be
necessary in order to permit the construc-
tion of this building.

The Planning Board will conduct a pub-
lic hearing on this matter on the following
Wednesday, April 6, 2016 at 8:00 p.m. in
Room 107 of the Cranford Township Mu-
nicipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey. Any person or per-
sons affected by this application will have
an opportunity to present any objections to
the proposed development.  The Board
does, however, have the right to exclude
repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Joseph J. Triarsi, Esq.
Attorney for Applicant

1 T - 3/17/19, The Leader Fee: $57.63

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on March 30,
2016 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 106 South Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 79 Lot 3,
as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by 106 South Ave, LLC.

The applicant requests A Continued
Certfication of Non-Conforming Use which
is in violation of:

Section 184-115A1 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Contin-
ued Certificate of Non-Conforming Use;
Permitted: Single-Family; Present: 2 Fam-
ily; Proposed: 2 Family.

Section 184-115E1 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Area
Required; Permitted: 7500 square feet;
Present: 4159.9 square feet; Proposed:
4159.9 square feet.

Section 184-163E of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Drive-
way Offset; Permitted: 3 feet; Present: 0
feet; Proposed: 0 feet.

Section 184-115E2 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Lot Width;
Permitted: 75 feet; Present: 40 feet; Pro-
posed: 40 feet.

Section 184-115E4 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Front Yard
Setback; Permitted: 30 feet; Present: 18.5
feet; Proposed: 18.5 feet.

Section 184-115E5 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Side Yard
Setback; Permitted: 8 feet; Present: 4.1
feet; Proposed: 4.1 feet.

Section 184-115E9 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Improve-
ment Coverage. Permitted: 35%. Present:
66.37%. Proposed: 66.37%.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
106 South Ave,LLC

973 New Durham Road
Edison, New Jersey, 08817

Attorney for Applicant:
Peter A. Vignuolo
1100 Centennial Avenue, Ste 203
Piscataway, New Jersey 08854
1 T - 3/17/16, The Times Fee: $57.63

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 3/29/16, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Traffic Signal Relamping North-2016 at Various Locations including Counties
of Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Hunterdon, Middlesex, Morris, Passaic, Somerset,

Sussex, Union and Warren; 100% State; DP No: 16407
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.

127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and

Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,

Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor, Division of Wage and hour Compliance at the time of bid.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 3/10/16, 3/17/16 and 3/24/16, The Leader Fee: $165.24

Marc Berger

Marc Berger to Play Music
Of Great American Frontier

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present Marc
Berger, who sings the music of the
Great American Frontier, this Satur-
day, March 19, at 2 p.m.
The library is located at
550 East Broad Street.

Mr. Berger’s life has
been about pursuing twin
passions: creating and re-
cording his American
roots songs, and explor-
ing remote areas of the
desert and mountain West.
After signing his first pub-
lishing contract while in
law school, he fronted
rock bands and performed
regularly in New York
City clubs like CBGB,
Wetlands, and the Knit-
ting Factory.

All through this period, he would
find ways to get into the West. On one
of these trips, he became intrigued by
the cover of “The Big It,” a book of
short stories by A. B. Guthrie. It got
him thinking about using his travels
to create a set of songs in the cultural
tradition of writers like Guthrie and
visual artists like John Ford and
Frederick Remington.

He and co-producer Mike Ricciardi
now present “Ride,” 10 cinematic
recordings reflecting his connection

to the American West and exploring
the value of its myths to contempo-
rary culture.

Mr. Berger has performed at
Austin’s South by
Southwest Music Fes-
tival and the Kerrville
Folk Festival and has
opened shows for Bob
Dylan and other na-
tional acts. His song
“The Last One” was a
staple of Richie Ha-
vens’ concerts for
years, and has been
quoted in The New
York Times and fea-
tured on the CBS
Evening News.

The program is free
and open to Westfield

Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. MURAL cardholders
belong to libraries that are part of the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal Agree-
ment Libraries. Interested persons are
asked to check the Westfield Memo-
rial Library website, wmlnj.org, to see
if their library participates. To register
for the program, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, option 0.

The library will be closed Friday,
March 25, for Good Friday, and Sun-
day, March 27, for Easter.

MIGHTY MOMS...It is time to gear up for the annual Miles With Moms 5k, one-
miler and kids fun run, taking place on Sunday, April 24, at Oak Ridge Park in
Clark. Interested persons are encouraged to register at racemine.com by Sunday,
April 3, for reduced registration fees and a free T-shirt. For more details, visit
cnj.mom-mentum.org/5k/index.html.

Mothers’ Center Announces
Benefit 5K on April 24

CLARK — Registration is now
open for the fifth annual 5k
fundraiser, NJ Miles with Moms 5k,
benefiting the Mothers’ Center of
Central New Jersey (MCCNJ), a non-
profit organization that seeks to sup-
port mothers through motherhood.

This family event will be held on
Sunday, April 24, at Oak Ridge Park
in Clark, and will feature a disc
jockey, raffle and children’s activi-
ties. The fun will kick off at 9 a.m.
with the one-miler, followed by the
5k at 9:30 a.m. and kids’ fun run at
10:30 a.m.

Participants who register online at
racemine.com before Sunday, April
3, will receive a free T-shirt and
discounted registration fees. Pre-reg-
istration fees are: $20 for adults and
teens, and $10 for children ages 12
and under. After April 3, the fees are
$25 and $12, and on the day of the
event, registration increases to $30
and $15, respectively. The kids’ fun

run, for ages 6 and under, is free.
Registration fees are non-refundable;
discounts are available for two or
more registrants who sign up at the
same time.

The 5k will be chip-timed and
awards will be given to the regis-
tered top finisher in the following
five categories: Top Male Adult/Teen
overall, Top Female Adult/Teen over-
all, Top 5K Child, Top Adult push-
ing a child, and Top MCCNJ Mem-
ber/Alumni. A participation award
will be given to all registered partici-
pants of the fun run.

Established in 1978, MCCNJ is a
local chapter of the national organi-
zation Mom-Mentum, formerly the
National Association of Mothers’
Centers. The group offers many op-
portunities for local mothers to con-
nect through daytime and evening
activities for moms and children.

For more details, visit
njmileswithmoms.org.

Library Friends Offer
Met Subscription Series

WESTFIELD — The Friends of
the Westfield Memorial Library are
again sponsoring a Wednesday sub-
scription series to the Metropolitan
Opera at Lincoln Center in New
York. Registration for the 2016-
2017 season is now open. Through
this program, participants have an
opportunity to experience Lincoln
Center for as little as $25 a night
plus bus fare.

Transportation is by charter bus
from Westfield to Lincoln Center.
There are several openings avail-
able and new participants are in-
vited to join. The Met Opera dead-
line for holding the current sub-
scription seating is Monday, March
28, 2016. After this date the Met
will assign best remaining seats on
a first-come, first-served basis.

The upcoming 2016-2017 season
will have eight evening perfor-
mances. They are as follows: Octo-
ber 12 — L’Italiana in Algeri; No-
vember 2 — Guillaume Tell; De-
cember 7 — Manon Lescaut; Janu-
ary 11 — La Boheme; February 8 —
Il Barbiere di Siviglia; March 1 —
La Traviata; March 15 — Romeo et
Juliette, and April 26 — Don
Giovanni.

For all operas the bus will leave
from Westfield at 5 p.m., except for
November 2, which will be at 4 p.m.
The cost is approximately $30 per
performance pending number of par-
ticipants. Ticket prices range from
$198 (Family Circle) to over $2,000
(Orchestra) per series. One subscrip-
tion series may be shared by two or
more persons. Alternatively, a sub-
scriber can change one or more op-
eras to other ones on the list to enjoy
them together with a friend or spouse.

If a participant cannot attend an
opera, the ticket may be exchanged
through the Met subscription office
or sold to someone else. The opera
group maintains a “Standby List” of
people who have expressed an in-
terest in buying tickets for indi-
vidual operas. Those interested in
participating as a subscriber or a
standby and who would like more
information are asked to contact
Ulf Dolling at (908) 654-5737 or
uhdoll@aol.com.

Program to Address
Caregiver Stress

SUMMIT – Alzheimer’s New Jer-
sey will present a program entitled
“Coping with Caregiver Stress” on
Tuesday, March 22, from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. It will take place at SAGE
Eldercare, located at 290 Broad Street,
Summit.

Caring for a person with
Alzheimer’s disease or a related de-
mentia can become an overwhelming
experience. Oftentimes, caregivers
neglect their own well-being because
they are spending so much time with
the duties of day-to-day care giving.

This program will examine the
symptoms of caregiver stress and of-
fer strategies for caregivers towards
becoming healthier and setting real-
istic expectations for themselves and
the person they care for.

“Caring for someone with
Alzheimer’s disease is both physi-
cally and mentally demanding. It is
very important to learn the best ways
to cope with this stress,” noted
Stephanie Kresch, director of com-
munity relations at SAGE Eldercare.

Alzheimer’s New Jersey seeks to
improve the lives of individuals, fami-
lies and communities affected by
Alzheimer’s disease and related de-
mentia disorders. It develops programs
and partnerships that provide increased
awareness, access to services, educa-
tion, information and training.

To register for “Coping with
Caregiver Stress,” which is free
and open to the public, call (908)
598-5548  or  e -mai l
education@sageeldercare.org.

Garwood Seniors
To See Uncle Floyd

GARWOOD — The Garwood Se-
niors Club will host a trip to The
Brownstone on Thursday, March 24.
Uncle Floyd Vivino will present
“Bona La Festa De San Giuseppe,” a
celebration of Italian culture, accom-
panied by the voices of legendary
soprano Mary Mancini and renowned
tenor Rinaldo Toglia.

The bus will leave the Garwood
Firehouse, located at 415 South Av-
enue, at 10 a.m. and will return at
approximately 5 p.m. The cost of the
trip is $50 for Garwood residents and
$55 for non-residents. The price in-
cludes a family-style menu and two
complimentary drinks.

For reservations or further infor-
mation, call Walter at (908) 789-1067.
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Old Guard to Hear About
Private Equity Investment

SUMMIT AREA — Nick Dovidio,
board chairman and director of a dozen
corporations, will speak at the Tues-
day, March 22 meeting of the Summit
Area Old Guard. He will talk about
“Investment Trends in Private Equity.”

Mr. Dovidio will open up the world
of Private Equity Investment often
unavailable to the ordinary investor.
For more than 25 years, Mr. Dovidio
has been counseling financial institu-
tions on this unique form of invest-
ment. He will describe the different
forms of private equity investment,
like buyouts, or “venture capital” or
real estate.

He will discuss the way private
equity firms interact with their insti-
tutional investors. Recently, strong
investment returns have produced
more investable capital, but they also
have increased what individuals have
to pay for new acquisitions.

Mr. Dovidio will explain how these
things happen and where private eq-
uity markets are headed.

All active men age 50-plus are in-
vited to attend the Tuesday morning
meetings of the Summit Area Old

Guard. Meetings are held at the New
Providence Municipal Center, located
at 360 Elkwood Avenue, New Provi-
dence. A coffee hour starts at 9:15
a.m., followed by a 10 a.m. business
meeting brightened by singing and
humor. Guest speakers begin their
talk at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate in
sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays, con-
certs and other cultural events. For
more information, call Jim Hewitt at
(908) 233-5507 or log onto the
website summitoldguard.org.

Frederick A. Jardine, Sr., 86, Executive;
Enjoyed Boating and Bird-Watching

Frederick A. Jardine, Sr., 86, of
Red Bank died at Riverview Medical
Center in Red Bank on Saturday,
March 12, 2016.

He was born in Kearny, N.J. He
moved to Schenectady, N.Y. in 1945
and Westfield, N.J. in 1966.

Mr. Jardine served in the United States
Navy from 1948 to 1949 and received
an Honorable Discharge. He worked in
the printing industry for 50 years. He
was with Bench, Inc. of Schenectady,
and vice-president of sales with Niagara
Systems of Buffalo. He became fund-
raising marketing manager at Webcraft
Technologies, Inc. of North Brunswick
and retired in 1999.

He married Dorothy Kathan of
Little Silver in 1999 and moved to
Shrewsbury in 2004.

Mr. Jardine enjoyed boating and
wildlife, especially bird-watching. He
and his wife spent summers at their
vacation home on the Great Sacandaga
Lake in the Adirondack Mountains.

Mr. Jardine was predeceased by his
first wife, Susan Chequer of
Schenectady, who died in 1998. He is
survived by his wife, Dorothy
(Kathan); his son, Frederick A.
Jardine, Jr., and his wife, Susanna
(Sullivan), of Hightstown; grandson,
Cooper, of Irvine, Calif.; stepdaugh-
ter, Sandra Blakelock of Little Silver,
and stepsons, Donald Blakelock of
West Hartford, Conn. and David
Blakelock of Needham, Mass.

Visitation will be today, Thursday,
March 17, from 4 to 7 p.m., at the
Thompson Memorial Home, 310
Broad Street, Red Bank. A funeral
service will be held tomorrow, Friday,
March 18, at 11 a.m., at the Presbyte-
rian Church at Shrewsbury, 351 Sy-
camore Avenue, Shrewsbury. Inter-
ment will follow at the Church Cem-
etery.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a
memorial donation to the American
Heart Association, P.O. Box 417005,
Boston, MA 02241-7005.

March 17, 2016

William F. O’Brien, 72, Bond Trader;
Had Served In U.S. Army Reserves

William F. O’Brien, 72, of Scotch
Plains passed away on Monday,
March 14, 2016, at Beth Israel Medi-
cal Center in Newark, surrounded by
his family.

William was raised in Weymouth,
Mass. and graduated from Providence
College with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Political Science. After serv-
ing in the U.S. Army Reserves in
Picatinny Arsenal, he had been em-
ployed as a bond trader for many
years with Chase Bank and retired
from Chapdelaine & Co.

He is survived by his daughters,
Darraugh Valli (Peter) and Sandra
Karyczak (Keith); his beloved grand-
children, Micaela, Sean, Brendan and
Kyle; his sisters, Nancy Kavanaugh

and Susan Bugden, and many friends.
The funeral will be from Memorial

Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue,
Fanwood, tomorrow, Friday, March
18, at 9 a.m., followed by a 10 a.m.
Funeral Mass at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield. Inter-
ment will follow at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield. Visitation will be
today, Thursday, March 17, from 4 to
8 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Union Catholic High
School, 1600 Martine Avenue, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076 or online at
unioncatholic.org. For additional in-
formation or to sign the guestbook,
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

March 17, 2016

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-024989-15
FILE NO. 12240-10.RA

NOTICE TO REDEEM

PROPEL FINANCIAL 1, LLC;
PLAINTIFF VS. LUCIUS
HAMMOND, SR, HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND
HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; LUCIUS HAMMOND,
JR.; KARL HAMMOND; TRINA
HAMMOND, WIFE OF KARL
HAMMOND; LARRY
HAMMOND; KEASHIA
HAMMOND; MARTIMAN
OYANGO, HUSBAND OF
KEASHIA HAMMOND; LTD
ACQUISITIONS LLC;
UNIFUND CCR PARTNERS;
NEUROSURGICAL ASSOC.
AT PARK AVENUE; HOSPI-
TAL & DOCTORS SERVICE
BUREAU; ESSEX NEURO-
LOGICAL ASSOCIATES;
MONMOUTH OCEAN COL-
LECTION SERVICE; STATE
OF NEW JERSEY;
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: LUCIUS HAMMOND, SR, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; KEASHIA HAMMOND; JOHN DOE,
HUSBAND OF KEASHIA HAMMOND,
SAID NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTI-
TIOUS; LTD ACQUISITIONS LLC;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on March 11, 2016, the Superior
Court Fixed April 25, 2016 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
PLAINFIELD, located at 515 WATCHUNG
AVENUE, PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07060 as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 10 BLOCK 122 on the tax duplicate
of PLAINFIELD. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 08-032 is
$89,419.97, together with interest from
February 29, 2016 and costs of $2,080.00.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 3/17/16, The Leader Fee: $69.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF DECISION

On March 7, 2016, the Planning Board of
the Town of Westfield adopted a Resolu-
tion granting site plan and variance ap-
provals to the Applicant, 354 East South
Avenue, LLC, for the properties located at
352 & 354 South Avenue East, Block 4003,
Lots 7 & 8 on the Tax Map of the Town of
Westfield. The approval will permit the
construction of a new mixed-use building
with first floor office/retail space and apart-
ment units on the upper floors. A shared
parking area between Lots 7 & 8 is also
proposed. A copy of the Resolution is on
file and available for public inspection in
the office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey, dur-
ing that Office’s normal business hours.

HEHL & HEHL, P.C,
Attorneys for the Applicant

1 T - 3/17/16, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on March 30,
2016 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 1040 Hetfield Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 77 Lot
27.0101,  as shown on the Fanwood Tax
Map, owned by Richard Hoffman.

The applicant requests Bulk variances
which is in violation of:

Section 184-134 B2 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: 184-
134 B2; Permitted: 1 foot; Present: 2 feet;
Proposed: 2 feet.

Section 184-134 B1 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: 184-
134 B1; Permitted: Rear yard shed;
Present: Rear yard shed; Proposed: Front/
side yard shed.

Section 184-108 C of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: 184-108
C; Permitted: 4 feet; Present: 0; Proposed:
6 feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Richard Hoffman

1040 Hetfield Avenue
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

1 T - 3/17/16, The Times Fee: $40.29

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-035082-15
FILE NO. 20825-15

NOTICE TO REDEEM

PRO CAP II, LLC BY ITS CUS-
TODIAN US BANK; PLAIN-
TIFF VS. ALBERT COFIELD;
ESTHER M. COFIELD, HIS
WIFE; HUDSON UNITED
BANK N/K/A TD BANK, NA;
CITY CONSUMER SERVICES,
INC; MIDLAND FUNDING
LLC; DEFENDANT(S)

TO: CITY CONSUMER SERVICES,
INC;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on March 10, 2016, the Superior
Court Fixed April 25, 2016 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
ELIZABETH, located at 50 WINFIELD
SCOTT PLAZA, ELIZABETH, NEW JER-
SEY 07201 as the time and place when
and where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 197 BLOCK 3 on the tax duplicate
of ELIZABETH. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 12-00078 is
$27,021.73, together with interest from
February 29, 2016 and costs of $1,280.00.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 3/17/16, The Leader Fee: $49.98

King Association
Names Panelists

WESTFIELD — The Dr. Martin
Luther King Association of Westfield,
now in its 30th year, has announced
the panelists for the first of a series of
discussions to be held with the goal of
fostering greater understanding within
the community.

The Association’s “Community
Discussion on Race” will take place
on Monday, April 4, at 7:30 p.m., in
the Westfield High School audito-
rium. Westfield High School is lo-
cated at 550 Dorian Road. A panel of
representative community leaders
and members will address questions
about race relations as they impact
the local community.

Members of the panel will include
the Reverend Ronald Allen, pastor
of the Pilgrim Baptist Church;
Tamecka Dixon, a Westfield resi-
dent and local business owner; Dr.
Brenda Jemal, former president of
CAAP-Concerned African-Ameri-
can Parents; Gretchan Ohlig, presi-
dent of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation; Peter Renwick, principal of
Westfield High School; Rabbi Dou-
glas Sagal, senior rabbi of Temple
Emanu-El, and Westfield Police
Chief David Wayman.

Following the discussion there will
be an opportunity for questions from
the public. For more information,
contact Elisa Sananman at
elisa6tadpoles@comcast.net.
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Owen Brand 
Mortgage Loan Officer 

Phone: 908.285.6292 
Email: owen.brand@capitalone.com 
NMLS# 222999

Looking for a home, or considering refinancing?
Choosing a loan just got easier!
Call me to find out how we can work together.

© 2016 Capital One. Capital One is a federally registered service mark. All rights reserved. Refinancing to pay off existing debt may extend  
the term of the debt, possibly resulting in higher overall costs when compared with your current situation. Products and services offered by  
Capital One, N.A., NMLS ID 453156, Equal Housing Lender. JB36436 01/16

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

50th Annual 

Westfield Rotary Breakfast 
with the Bands

Enjoy:

Local Musicians,

A Leisurely Breakfast &

a MASSIVE 50/50 raffle

 

Saturday, March 19 2016
8 am - Noon

Westfield High School

Admission: $10 
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Zootopia
It’s a Jungle out There

2 & ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

 With Zootopia a gaggle of doubt-
lessly well-intentioned writers and di-
rectors fail to snare the brass ring of
kiddie flick making, the award accorded
to those movies that prove entertaining
to children and adults alike. Granted,
it’s a beautifully animated, satiric par-
able ostensibly meant to be Brittany
and Tyler’s introduction to civics. But
while intelligent, responsible and hyper-
packed with political correctness, the
satisfaction it engenders in Grandma
won’t necessarily be matched by the
joyful enchantment we’d hope to see on
Junior’s face.

Nope… by the time today’s hip kid
hits the Bijou he is pretty aware of
what ails and threatens civilization,
from racial inequality and gender dis-
crimination to poverty and the oppor-
tunistic politicians who feed on our
fears. Hence, when Judy Hopps, a
young rabbit with dreams of being a
policewoman in the big title city,
comes face to face with the bigotry
that would dash her dreams.

Instead, the young audience I saw
Zootopia with politely sympathized
with the bright-eyed and literally
bushytailed protagonist, anxious for
her happiness, but leaving the more
subtle double entendres, plays on
words and elusive allusions for the
accompanying oldsters to appreci-
ate. The train ride Judy takes from
rural Bunnyburrow to her much an-
ticipated great expectations is delight-
ful.

Otherwise, expect all the usual ste-
reotypes, lighter examples more or less
of the creatures that made Orwell’s
Animal Farm such a distinguished meta-
phor for human behavior. Judy, voiced
by Ginnifer Goodwin, is mercilessly
pummeled by oafish Gideon Grey (Phil
Johnston), the bully we know is des-
tined to become a nothing. His cruelty
is part of the reason Judy decides to
dedicate herself to truth, justice and the
animal way.

These are, after all, progressive times
following the big enlightenment. We
learn that once upon a time the animal
kingdom was divided into predators
and prey. But now, the proverbial lion
lies at peace with the lamb, or at least
that’s how the law has been written. But
as the story develops and we follow
Judy through her trials and tribulations.
Though Judy fully earns her way on to
the Zootopia police force, she is ac-
corded token status: ‘humph, a prey,
and a women at that.’

Thus, when assigned parking duty at
her first day’s mustering, she is under-
standably miffed. She wanted to catch
crooks. But when she complains to
Police Chief Bongo (Idris Elba), a gruff
water buffalo, he condescendingly tells
her to prove her worth by writing 100
tickets before noon. But the bonus
comes when, in the course of her duties,
she can’t help but spot some rather
suspicious activity.

Enters stage left Nick Wilde, your
traditional sly fox with an ice pop recy-
cling scam, vocalized by Jason
Bateman. A tad larcenous and amus-
ingly street smart, on first blush he is

our intrepid gal’s antithesis. However,
among the many life lessons Ms. Hopps
learns in her trial by fire is the resistance
to profile one’s fellow animal. Getting
to know each other and finding they
share common enemies in society’s
hypocrisy and intolerance, the fox and
the rabbit agree they smell a rat. To
quote Rick in Casablanca (1942),
“...this is the beginning of a beautiful
friendship.”

Working to right all the wrongs in
Zootopia, the symbiotic duo valorously
ferrets through a web of deceit and
corruption almost as intricate as the
immorality Jack Nicholson’s Jake Gittes
uncovers in Chinatown (1974).

No moral maxim goes unturned. All
of which makes us wish that the current
menagerie of presidential candidates,
especially those on the bad side of the
aisle, would take a lesson or two from
the theoretically lesser animals in
Zootopia.

***
Zootopia, rated PG, is a Walt Disney

Studios release directed by Byron
Howard, Rich Moore and Jared Bush
and stars the voices of Ginnifer
Goodwin, Jason Bateman and Idris
Alba. Running time: 108 minutes.

GET A GOLDEN TICKET...Get a golden ticket to see this year's Edison
Intermediate School (EIS) Theater Guild's spring musical production of Willy
Wonka and the Chocolate Factory.  The last of Willy Wonka's five coveted golden
tickets to tour his factory falls into the hands of a sweet but very poor boy, Charlie
Buckett. He and his Grandpa Joe then get a tour of the strangest chocolate factory
in the world. The owner, Willy Wonka, leads the five young winners on a thrilling
and often dangerous tour of his factory.  Come see some of EIS' talented actors,
singers, and dancers, including Elisa Saint-Denis, Ana Fowler, Lindsay Sherman,
Sean Marner, and many more bring this classic tale to life.  Shows dates are Friday,
March 18 and Saturday, March 19 at 7:30 p.m. with a special five dollar
performance today at 4 p.m.  Tickets are eight dollars pre-sale and $10 dollars at
the door.

Young Artists’ Work on
Display at Westfield Library
WESTFIELD – MarySue

Veerkamp Schwab, local artist and
art teacher, will be hosting an art
show featuring her students' work
from February 20 through Thursday,
March 31 at the Westfield Memorial
Library.

Ms. Veerkamp Schwab teaches pri-
vate and semi-private lessons. Her
students range in age from kindergar-
ten to adult. Her students are encour-
aged to work in a range of media,
drawing, painting, pastels, collage,
sculpture and more. The students learn
from real life observation, the sub-

jects range from field trips to the
ocean, portraits, studio still life, ani-
mals and graphic design projects.

The following students have con-
tributed artwork to this exhibit: Nick
Corsentino, Olivia Jennings,
Stephanie Jung, Madeline Learner,
Charlotte Schwartz, and Julia Yick.

For more informaiton call (908)
313-7233 or visit
marysueschwab.com.

The Westfield Memorial Library is
located at 550 East Broad Street,
Westfield. The work is on display on
the first floor gallery wall.

6th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Kaitlyn Acevedo, Joseph Baldwin,
Thomas Baylock, Joseph Berry,
Moumit Bhattacharjee, Mourik
Bhattacharjee, Stephanie Brown,
Camila Cabrera, Kelly Chesky, Ben-
jamin Cohen, Isabella Cukrow, Kaelin
Cunningham, Ashley DeFrancesco,
Jake DeGaetano, Eve Delaney, Brenna
DeProspero, Julia DeVizio, Francesca
DiLollo, Robert Dobies, Terence
Downey, Riley Dwyer, Lindsay
Edelman, Alexa Fazio, Joshua Friedson,
Emily Friscia, Charles Garrett, Katelyn
Gaulin, Evan Gomillion, Thomas
Granville, Natalie Green, Lauren Hahn,
Zachary Harmer, Gisele Herb, Chloe
Howell, Benjamin Huefner, Julia Jack-
son, Quinn Jackson, Benjamin Jiras,
Nina Johnson, Sherin Kachroo, Maeve
Kahora, Zoe Kekelis, Grace Kennedy,
Alyona Kladova, Taylor Klein, Ethan
Koseoglu, Richa Kulkarni, Richard Lee,
Jackson Lubalin, Marlaina Martucci,
Gianna Mavilla, Connor McCreesh,
Kaitlyn Mohabir, Nirayka Monga,
Christopher Moniz, Jazlyn Navarro,
Christian Normant, Alessia Novello,
Sophia Novello, Nkem Okorie, Eliza-
beth Parvin, Charlotte Pollack, Erika
Powell, Grace Rehrer, Conor Reilly,
Jackson Riedell, Aidan Robertson, Jake
Schunke, Benjamin Seidenberg,
Nayana Sharma, Amelia Sherman,
Marisa Singh, Benedetto Skirde, Natalie
Skolar, Alexander Smith, Joshua
Sokolsky, Anna Szczuka, Aidan
Trenery, Jason Trivisonno, Morgan
Tsin, Emily Walsh, Alyssa Warbeck,
Stella Whitefield, Dorothy Wilson,
Kerrin Wojcik, Emily Wyrwa, Emily
Yang, Katarina Zikas

6th Grade
Honor Roll

Robert Alber, Ryan Au, Rachel
Barattucci, Matthew Bender, Ava
Berry, Aiden Birnbaum, Jordynn
Blackwell, Benjamin Briel, Ciro
Casimiro, Ryan Chaillet Grande, Zoe
Chrisostomides, Luka Culjak, Lila
Dasi, Jonathan Dickstein, Isabella
DiLollo, Lily Dimon, Dylan
Donaldson, Jack Eckstine, Liam
Ferguson, Jeffrey Fezza, Olivia
Fleischer, Patrick Galvin, Alicia Goff,
David Green, Michael Hagopian,
Emily Hayeck, Connor Hoffman,
Stefanos Ioannidis, Connor Jablonski,
Ava Jacobsen, Madeline Joe,
Briajohnae Jones, Brendan Karyczak,
Francesca Kastanos, Megan Kaulfers,
Yatharth Kaushik, Cecelia Kelly, Ryan
Koehler, Oliver Kruczkowski, Erica
Lee, Nicolo Licata, Rica Briana Lopez,
Melanie Lowell, Kaitlyn Lusk, Zachary
Mawby, Wilbur May, Marin
McAlindin, Madalyn McEvoy, Joseph
Monaco, Kenneth Nelson, Ihor
Nikolin, Therese Nitro, Emma Nitti,
Olivia Ong, Giacomo Pares, Sara
Pham, Andrew Provini, Maggie Rich-
ter, Gianna Riefler, Kayleigh
Robinson, Tucker Rose, Julia Rosen,
Kaylee Ross, Samantha Ruane, Aidan
Ruiz, Emilia Saccento, Thomas
Savoca, Andrew Seith, Aditya Sharma,
Dante Silva, Connor Spellman, Max
Sponheimer, Russ-Emmanuel Sta
Rosa, Zachary Stagaard, John Stellakis,
Erick Tamayo-Caruzo, Jason
Tannenbaum, Aaron Tsvayberg,
Nicholas Turner, John Vangeli,
Johnathan Vu, Richard Watt, Julia
Zambrio, Anthony Zhang, David
Zhurbinsky

7th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Kristen Adams, Adam Ali, Kyra
Antonello, Ethan Berkman, Abigail
Binaday, Benjamin Brenner, Lauren
Brenner, Erika Bretz, Marissa Bur-
ton, Sydney Byers, Gabriel
Carrascoso, Luke Checchio, Emma
Chichester, Haley Cino, Abigail
Conklin, John Michael Cristobal,
Vincent Cucci, Eric Cunningham,
Diego Da Motta, Rhythm Desai, Amit
Deshpande, Jonathan Dionisio, David
Farin ,Alexander Fazzino, Lenore
Ferguson, Daniel Ferrone, Owen
Ferrone, Jacob Fleischer, Dennis
Gannon ,Seth Jahnke, Sean Kennedy,
Hannah Kriney, Sean Lage, Sophia
Lama, Rebecca Lancaster, Maura
Leahy, Jolie Lubalin, William Mauer,
Kali McKinney, Natalie Mikula,
Brendan Mullany, Sabrina Ngu,
Jayden Nyamiaka, Ethan Pawelec,
Max Perone, Cory Phillips, Faith
Price, Hana Ramjohn, David Riedell,
Hadley Rose, Amanda Rossi, Chloe
Rousseau, Nicolas Ruggiero, Dillon
Ryan, William Schetelich, Daniel
Sicinski, Margaret Smith, Sukriti
Srinivasa, Nicholas Tittanegro, Ben-
jamin Tucker, Alexa Vierschilling,
Andrew  Villardi, Quinn Williamson,

Honor Roll
Park Middle School - 2nd Marking Period

Zackery Wong, Justin Zimmerman
7th Grade
Honor Roll

Grace Abdy, Elizabeth Acevedo,
Thomas Agueros, Mia Aponte, Kotey
Ashie, Kayla Avila, Lydia Baik, Anjila
Banks, Lindsey Bartley, Zachary
Billotto, Hunter Birch, Dylan Bordman,
Brandon Bowles, Nicole Britt, Olivia
Calcaterra, Anthony Cammarano,
Hunter Cardenas, Kaelie Chung, Chris-
topher Ciccarello, Devin Cooke,
Meredith Czurlanis, Shannon Downey,
Matthew Drubulis, Ryan Duthie, Camila
Estrada, Melissa Falk, Colin Fanning,
Mary Fazzino, Besnik Ferizi, Olivia
Fiore, Claire Fisher, Olivia Fletcher,
Monica Forman, Joseph Gale, Joshua
Garcia, Jade Glassman, Chloe Hahn,
Nicholas Hale, Paul Harris, Ava Hausle,
Elisa Herstatt, Ryen Hoover, Brendan
Huszcza, Victor Johnson, Ian Joshua,
Shruti Khandelwal, Paul Koizumi,
Shelby Kumpf, Megan Lahetta, Elisa
Laurenzano, Cynthia Liang, Dallas
Lorenzetti, Jordan Lowe, Alexa Mach,
Lucas Mackey, Amanda Mayer, Lauren
McGovern, Jordan McQuoid, Jason
Mongiovi, Hadley Moran, Jack Morel,
Sabrina Negley, Holly Nelson, Brendan
Ong, Kaitlyn Otero, Kayla Paprocki,
Maximilian Pelosi, Roman Perrelli,
Emma Philip, Ryan Price, Lucien
Prophete, Ralph Ramos, Dean Rash,
Kaitlyn Reilly, Sarai Reuben, Brian
Roessle, Emma Route, Gianna Salgado,
Anthony Samaniego, Erica Schindler,
Simone Schomberg, Jessica Schramm,
Kyle Sellinger, Alessandra Serio,
Sydney Sprechman, Madison-Anne
StaRosa, Nicholas Susino, Justin Tran,
Jamie Valian, Abraham Valverde, Ca-
dence Weiss, David Wernsing, Morgan
Whitney, Hayden Widder, Taylor
Winslow

8th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Gabrielle Aloe, Jaedan Blechinger-
Slocum, Nicole Brozak, Francis Gabriel
Buison, Summer Carver, Sofia
Casimiro, Alexa Chan, Katherine
Chouinard, Ryan Ciarrocca, Nicole
DeFrancesco, Michaela Genty, Abigail
Germinder, Jada Gomillion, Emily
Granville, Christina Gubernat, Himanee
Hendre, Olivia Hobbs, Ashleigh
Lancaster, Hannah Lancaster, Michael
Laumbach, Elizabeth Ley, Joseph Li,
Valeria Macchini, Aleezah
Madraswalla, Raion Magallanes, Kyle
Marquardt, Sandeep Mukherjee, Aadith
Narayan, Esteban Quinones, Sara  Rata
,Aryan Ravishankar, Melissa Rosahl,
Alexia Ross, Megan Sheehy, Carly
Spellman, Madison Toll, Kaelah
Wiggins, Maia Zaborowski

8th Grade
Honor Roll

Sandra Abdelmalak, Katina
Ackerman, Nicholas Alber, Amira
Aliane, Kaitlyn Amato, Taylor Anthony,
Eden Austin, Marissa Bamrick, Michael
Besante, Julianna Blanco, Jacob
Bottomly, Alexandra Boylan, Lucas
Carinhas, Catherine Carter, Lea Cerini,
Julie Ciccarino, Justin Clark, Garret
Clausen, Jordan Clement, Guadalupe
Coahuilas, Robert Dencker, Michael
DiFrancesco, Julianna Domiciano,
Christopher Downey, Kayleigh
Downey, Colin Dwyer, Jessica Eggert,
Sean Fanning, Isabella Fiore, Nicho-
las Giamella, Kayla Giuffi, Thomas
Glastal, Emily Grill, Ryan Gumpel,
Akhil Gundra, Jake Hahn, Savannah
Hall, Emma Hastrup, Sarah Horn,
Patrick Howard, Christos Ioannidis,
Brigit Jacob, Emelyne Johns, Chey-
enne Jones, Malcolm Kahora, Nicole
Kenny, Gabrielle Khan, Lauren
Kieltyka, Miriam Kother, Ryan
Lamberta, Jessica Lancaster, Erin Lay,
Charles Levine, Antonio Lomonte, Joy
Lytch, Aidan Maloney, James
Maloney, Christopher McArdle, Rob-
ert Mebes, Kimora Minor, Shane
Murphy, Tejas Nimkar, Kayla Nitti,
Cassidy Novello, Emma O’Brien, John
O’Connor, Amanda Palhares, Alyssa
Pankiewitz, Philleshia Pershay-
Spearman, Christina Pham, Erin Polak,
Grace Ponterio, Christian Ramalho,
Isabella Richardson, Dana Ricketts,
Kyle Rigney, Patrick Ritter, William
Robertson, Cassie Robinson, Felipe
Rodrigues, Sean Rogers, Lucas Route,
Irina Ruzina, Noah Samms, Carolina
Samuelian, Samantha Samuelian,
Frederick Saunders, Julianna Scarcella,
David Schulman, Aaron Seidenberg,
Oliver Sherry, Skylar Stagaard,
Gabrielle Stratton, Mia Striegel, Maya
Sutterlin, Elora Tamburri, Emma
Thumann, Ethan Tsvayberg, Devin
Warbeck, Ryan Ward, Kaylah Webb,
Brian Weideli, Grace White, Chloe
Yang, Keri Yang, Samantha Yip, Julia
Yu, Olivia Zambrio

LIFE IS A CABARET...Pingry’s Drama and Music Departments presented
Kander and Ebb’s Cabaret in February. Pictured from left to right are: first row,
Mary Kovacs , Lydia Gargano  (Westfield), Hannah Guglin, Rashida Mohammed,
Kristine Fu, Alessia Zanobini, Ally Lima  (Summit), Dorothea Miller, Kat
Deliargyris, and Isabel DeVito. Second row, Saxon Scott, Katherine Trejo, Hanna
Davis (Summit), Sidney Shannon, Abigail Berger, Thomas Campbell, Lucas
Vazquez, Nick Grimaldi  (Scotch Plains), Andrew Cowen, Justin Wang , Erin
Dugan (Westfield), Olivia Sartorius (Summit), Jazmin Palmer, Katharine Matthias,
Connor Beard, Jason Bisgay (Fanwood), Rajeev Doraswamy, Jackson Lubke,
Lauryn Rodney, Udochi Emeghara, Allie Matthias, and Tracy Cooper. Stairs left,
going up, Megan Pan, Kayla Thau, and Meghan Salamon. Stairs right, going up,
Ursula Dedekind, Jessie McLaughlin, Aidan Zola, TanTan Wang, and Calvary
Dominique. Top row, Taylor Dupree, Sonali Mehta, Isabella Zanobini, Taraja
Arnold, Raena LeBourne, Danielle LeGrand, Hannah Benton, Caroline Terens
(Scotch Plains), EmmaClaire Marvin (Summit), Brian Grimaldi (Scotch Plains),
Liz Cooper, Jackson Artis, Sara Donovan (Summit), Alison Verdesca, and Jewell
Strickland.

Town Book Store to Host
Fiction Author Tisha Bender
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store will be hosting a Meet the Au-
thor event for former Westfield resi-
dent, Tisha Bender on Saturday,
March 19 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Her novel, P.U.N.C.H.,  is about
the complacent Maximillian
Dreyfuss, head of a recently formed
online university, who was pleased
with the name “P.U.N.C.H.” – an
acronym for “Posting University Net-
work Courses Here” – thought up by
Letty from the Religious Studies De-

partment, with whom he’d been en-
joying a brief affair. “Punch” also
refers to the alcohol served in the
campus P.U.N.C.H parties, as well as
the emotional and sometimes physi-
cal blows Maximillian delivers to
those around him.

Ms. Bender, who was born in En-
gland now lives in Summit.

Meet Ms. Bender at The Town Book
Store located at 270 East Broad Street
in Westfield (corner of East Broad
and Elmer Streets).

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

Fiddler
Hodel and her love interest Perchik

(Garret Forrestral) project themselves
into the scenario for the future. Unfor-
tunately the revelry is short-lived when
members of the Russian military come
in to break up the festivities and fore-
shadow pogroms that will later force
the community to leave their homes.

The third sister, Chava, gathering
courage from her sisters’ breaking tra-
dition and not using a matchmaker, asks
for permission of Tevye to allow her to
marry Fyedka, a Russian. Here is where
the father can’t go allow her to marry
outside of the Jewish faith and declares
her dead to the family.

Again the seesaw of emotions pre-
vail. “The Rumor,” utilizes most of the
townspeople in a playful nod to the old
telephone game where one person
passes on a piece of juicy gossip that is
misconstrued or misheard and given to
the next individual. Like a Swiss time-
piece, precise movements of the en-
semble make the number gel.

Smaller but noteworthy roles are
played by Noah Wohlsen as Lazar Wolf,
Simeon Granada as the Rabbi and James
Lynch as Fyedka. And the silent per-
former, the Fiddler, is Catherine
Hoffman who actually plays the instru-
ment.

Music directors Nick DeGregorio
and Mark Baron have encouraged the
students to make the solos their own.
The orchestra, under conductor/pro-
ducer/technical director Lynn C. Berry
is especially energetic.

Although the show opened on Broad-
way in the 1960s, its message is still
relevant. As the people process and
leave their home, one can’t help but see
history repeating itself in the world
today.
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1156 Woolley Avenue, Union                          $327,500. 
This expanded Cape has an idyllic interior boasting a family room 
with wood-burning stove, amazing updated kitchen, formal dining 
room with corner cabinets, living room, sunny bedrooms and a fin-
ished basement. There’s a fenced yard with deck for all to enjoy. 

850 Wallberg Avenue, Westfield           $1,249,000.               
This new construction Colonial by Monarch Homes is in the heart of 
Westfield's distinguished Wychwood neighborhood. Designer details 
include coffered ceilings, custom moldings exquisite open-concept 
kitchen , five & a half baths, 2nd floor laundry and finished basement.  

1439 Graymill Drive, Scotch Plains             $785,000. 
Truly a home for all seasons, this Parkwood located residence brings 
together the best of interior & exterior living. Spacious, sun lit rooms, 
including a family room & den on the first floor are complemented by 
a resort-like backyard with in-ground pool, hot tub and paver patio.  

303 Edgar Avenue, Cranford                                           $332,500.      
This adorable Colonial is surprisingly spacious with a living room, 
formal dining room, family room with fireplace and updated kitchen 
with granite counters filling the first floor. Sunny bedrooms, an expan-
sive deck and fenced yard enhance the allure of this lovely abode.  

9 Far Hills Road, Springfield           $1,149,000. 
Situated  near the top of the hill, this Center Hall Colonial has a superb 
interior featuring custom built-ins, high ceilings, French doors, a first 
floor bedroom with bath and a marvelous master suite with luxurious 
bath. The rec room & in-home theater complement this palatial home.  

290 Forest Avenue South, Millburn          $2,295,000.      
Almost all the amenities & details you’ve dreamed of are present in 
this magnificent recently constructed Colonial.. Highlights include 
box beam ceilings, grand entryways, gleaming hardwood floors, gour-
met kitchen, superb bedroom suites and a 2nd floor laundry room.  

Westfield High’s Production of
Into the Woods Amazes Audiences

Courtesy of Archer Digital
INTO THE WOODS...The cast of Westfield High School’s production of Into the Woods amazed audiences last weekend.
Pictured from left are: Jack Ritter (Jack), Madeleine Rosenthal (Cinderella), Emma Stern (Red Riding Hood), Jesse
Zimmermann (the Baker’s Wife), Tony Peer (the Baker).

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Wistfully articu-
lated words “I wish…” are expressed
by many of the characters in James
Lapine and Stephen Sondheim’s fan-
tasy musical Into the Woods that was
presented to appreciative audiences
in the Westfield High School (WHS)
auditorium last weekend. Although
fairy tales usually end with “happily
ever after,” this one ends with the
poignant, sobering yet hopeful note
that despite catastrophes and tragedy,
“No one is alone.” Through it all,
audience members left the audito-
rium in astonishment at the Broad-
way caliber of the production.

Roy Chambers’ sets – simulta-
neously functional and visually in-
triguing - place the audience, at first,
in three separate houses that, when
turned, become enormous tree trunks
in the woods. Draping of tinted gauze
translates as Spanish moss, and tex-
tured leaves of sepia hues. The light-
ing (professionally designed by Sharp
Edge Design) suggests mystery but
no real dank, dark danger lurks there
- yet.

The show is based on familiar
Grimm’s Fairy Tales that are inter-
twined in a story line that places Little
Red Riding Hood, Cinderella, Jack in
the Beanstalk, Rapunzel, two princes
and a host of other recognizable char-
acters together in the woods.

Jack (Jack Ritter) wishes for a cow
that will give milk, his mother (Maggie
Bergin) wishes for a son with some
brains, Cinderella (Madeline
Rosenthal) wishes to go to the King’s
Festival and a childless baker (Tony
Peer) and his wife (Jesse Zimmerman)
wish for a child. Rapunzel (Kimmi
Zimmermann) secretly wishes to get
out of a high tower her mother the
Witch has sequestered her.

The narrator (nattily attired Julian
Mazzola) guides the audience through
the night first introducing us to the
baker and his wife who find out the
reason they are childless: a wicked
witch (the amazing Madeline

Hudelson) who lives next door cursed
them. In order to break the spell of
barrenness, they have to travel through
the woods to look for various items
that will cause the curse to be re-
versed.

Little Red Riding Hood (adorable
Emma Stern) comes to the door of
their hut asking for bread for her
granny. The little gal, decked out in
the requisite red cape, skips off to
the woods munching on croissants
and Danish to see granny (Amanda
DePinto) but is confronted by the
wolf (Frank Guerriero) who has his
own devious plans. In the hilarious
“Hello, Little Girl,” Mr. Guerriero
practically salivates through the full
face mask he wears as he sings there’s
“no way to describe what you feel
when you’re talking to your meal!”
Mr. Guerriero doubles as
Cinderella’s Prince and gets a laugh
from his exaggerated entrance every
time he and Rapunzel’s Prince
(Jonathan Saminski) literally jump
into a scene. Undoubtedly, choreog-
rapher/costumer Samantha Simpson
has left her mark also on a number of
other scenes where the actors move
into each other’s arms with quick,
deft steps.

Simultaneously, Cinderella
(Madeleine Rosenthal) is at home
watching her vain step-sisters (Lauren
Triarsi and Abbie Painter) and step-
mother (Abigail Connolly) get ready
for the King’s festival. She sneaks off
to the woods to cry at her mother’s
grave and pray for a miracle. Her
invisible mother (velvet voiced
Sydney Stewart) grants her daughter’s
wish and down from the sky falls a
blue sparkly gown. No glass slip-
per… it is gold, the perfect item
needed by the baker and his wife.

The scavenger hunt proves fruitful
and with all wishes granted, the “hap-
pily ever after tag can be put on this
tale by the end of the first act. First
time attendees of Into the Woods
might be tempted to think that it’s a
one - act show and start to pack up to
go home. But wait. There’s more.In
Act II, when Jack’s beanstalk brings

them a visit from an angry female
Giant (the reverberated scary voice
of Catie Barry), the consequences of
their actions come back to bite them
where they sit. The community has to
forge together to save themselves,
but like in reality, painful sacrifices
are made along the way.

Sondheim is difficult music with
syncopation, tight harmonies, mul-
tiple layers and levels being sung
simultaneously, so it takes talent and
rehearsal to do this show let alone do
it well. Director Daniel Devlin and
music director/conductor John
Brzozowski bet that their students
had the raw talent, perseverance and
training to tackle such a show. They
hit the jackpot with this production.
Of the 26 members in the pit orches-
tra, only five are professionals who
augment the student musicians. Mu-
sic director Brzozowski has that or-
chestra firmly in sync concerning
tempo and volume nuances.

The voices are spectacular: not
just pretty voices or voices with
great range. We’re talking about
singing that is emotional, tender yet
passionate from actors who immerse
themselves in the characters and
vulnerably expose their hearts.
These are not just great singers who
act, but triple threats who can move
effortlessly, affect a physical being
other than a teenager (Cinderella’s
Prince and Jack especially) and
bring the audience to a quiet hush
with their blockbuster performances
(specifically the Witch, Cinderella,
the Baker’s Wife and the Baker,
Jack’s mother, Rapunzel and the
Princes).

When the community of characters
running from a vengeful giant have to
learn to rely on each other, the show
becomes much more than a spinoff on
a bunch of fairy tales. The characters
learn, as perhaps have the actors in
this production that a Herculean task
is made lighter by teamwork; and just
as Little Red said in her song, “I
Know Things Now,” they, and we,
learn that “No One is Alone” and can
face anything.

Fiddler Celebrates Life at
Cranford High School

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD- Fiddler on the Roof
by Sholom Aleichem, Joseph Stein,
Sheldon Harnick and Jerry Bock, was a
wise choice for the Cranford High
School’s (CHS) 2016 musical. Artistic
director/ choreographer Michelle
Massa and producer/conductor Lynn
C. Berry showcased Cranford’s best
talent in the Broadway blockbuster from
decades ago. Last weekend, audiences
were treated to a professionally pre-
sented show with outstanding teen
voices, unique sets, and lively dancing.
The show itself is a celebration of life,
“Tradition” and the perseverance of
people.

The pivotal role on which the entire
story rests is with Tevye, a traditional
Jew living in 1905 just before the Rus-
sian revolution. He speaks to God ask-
ing for favors and telling him of his
troubles. Dylan Randazzo, a senior at
CHS, uses his impressive vocal talent
and acting gifts to deliver a believable,
mature character with depth and breadth.
His “If I were a Rich Man” humorously

spotlights a man who, resignedly, feels
the pinch of poverty.

That mood is changed in “Sabbath
Prayer” sung around a table with Tevye’s
family. Members of his community,
spaced on various levels upstage, are
back-lit with blood red lights silhouett-
ing them. A clever set design by Ms.
Berry and lighting design of Mark Reilly
are used to their fullest. In the tableau,
it’s as if the small family is supported by
their neighbors, friends and even spirits
of their ancestors in this ancient tradi-
tion.

Tevye is married to an outspoken
woman named Golde (the versatile
Kelsey Kilpatrick). The couple has five
girls who won’t be married unless they
are fixed up by the town’s professional
matchmaker Yente (the hilarious Sarah
Parlapiano). But this becomes the first
generation in Tevye’s lineage to ques-
tion that tradition and his older girls
start to think for themselves. In the song
“Matchmaker,” Tzeitel (Natalie
Patsrof), Hodel (Maggie Manhardt) and
Chava (Lauren Costa) deliver an exu-
berant plea to the unseen matchmaker
to make them a “perfect match.”

The show is a visual, vibrant one with
solid dancing by many in the ensemble.
The dancing is featured in the opening
number, at the pub, at the wedding and
in Tevye’s flashback dream of his little
girl. Ms. Massey’s choreographic ex-
pertise, eye for detail and expectation
for perfection is especially evident in
the bottle dance where the specialty
dancers leap, twirl and execute those
spectacular knee-straining moves.

One of the highlights of the first act is
“The Dream” set by a fog machine and
punctuated by frenzied movement.
Fruma – Sarah (Haley Baranowski)
and Grandma Tzeitel (Cristina
Marcotrigiano) get to shine in those
character roles while the strong en-
semble partakes in the mayhem. The
necessary ghostly costumes (Maria
Dugan) and make-up design by the
director complete the number.

The audience is taken on a roller
coaster ride of emotions in “Sunrise,
Sunset” where Tevye sings wistfully to
his wife, “I don’t remember growing
older, when did they?” As Tzeitel and
Motel (Tyler McMahon) get married,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21
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l'ennemi du journaliste

MacLELLAND LED WITH 349 PTS, 298 RBS, 74 ASSTS; PACE SANK 278 POINTS, 25 3-POINTERS

Lady Cougar Cagers Captured UCT Championship, Finish 15-9
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Vast improvement over the
course of the season led to the
first Union County Tournament
(UCT) championship since 2006
for the Cranford High School girls
basketball team that began with
a 1-3 record and finished with a
15-9 record. The Lady Cougar
JVees followed suit with a UCT
title of their own.

The name of the game for the
Lady Cougars was numerous as-
sists across the board, a trio of
dangerous 3-point shooters and

the inside attack of senior co-
captain Cerys MacLelland, who
produced double/doubles —
double figures in points and re-
bounds — in nearly every game.

MacLelland led the team in scor-
ing with 349 points and all of
them, with the exception of a pair
of 3-pointers, came from within
the arc or from the free throw
line. She also led the team with
298 rebounds and 74 assists, while
making 32 steals and blocking 28
shots. MacLelland plans to con-
tinue her basketball career at
Montclair State University.

Senior co-captain Lindsay Pace

was one of the trio of outside
shooters, who forced opposing
defenders to stay on their toes.
Pace banged 25 3-pointers and
finished with 278 points. But she
could also dish it out with 51
assists, while grabbing 70 re-
bounds and snatching 36 steals.
Pace is expected to continue at
St. Mary’s (NY).

Sophomore Cam Wichelns led
the trio of three-bangers with 37
big ones and finished with 282
points. She was the chief thief
with 57 steals and did her part
with 42 assists, 15 blocks and 81
rebounds. Freshman Lauren
Williamson, a very stubborn de-
fender, swished in 27 3-pointers
and totaled 207 points.
Willaimson also had 36 assists,
36 steals and 44 rebounds.

Senior Bela Speer, who finished
with 108 points, 35 assists and
12 steals, became a defensive
nightmare to opposing players
by blocking an amazing 77 shots,
while grabbing 147 rebounds.

In their time off the bench, Julia
Schork contributed 50 rebounds,
33 points, 28 blocked shots, 14
assists and 14 steals, and
Katarina Polyviou contributed 32
points, 25 rebounds, nine assists
and six steals.

“I am so happy and proud of my
girls this year, both JV and Varsity.
They worked so hard each and
everyday and stayed focus on win-
ning one quarter at a time,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Jackie Dyer said.

In the UCT championship game,
Wichelns and Williamson were a
terror to the Roselle Catholic Li-
ons with 23 points, including four
3-pointers, and 18 points, in-

cluding five 3-pointers.
MacLelland had a double/double
with 17 points and 11 rebounds,
while Pace, who had seven points,
dished out five assists.

Just a few days before, the
Cougars toppled the second-
seeded New Providence Pioneers,
who had beaten them twice dur-
ing the regular season, 50-39 in
the UCT semifinal round.
MacLelland sank 17 points and
grabbed 18 rebounds, while Pace
scored 15 points.

“We went into the Roselle
Catholic final game acting and
believing as if it were the first
time we were playing them. We
didn’t want to be too confident
and take ourselves out of the
game,” Coach Dyer said. “The
girls played tough, together and
had fun. This was one of my
favorite teams to coach.”

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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Garwood Board Reveals Date
For Casale-Petro Vote

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – A redevelopment
plan for the largely abandoned
Casale-Petro industrial sites on
South Avenue, which includes a
four-story, 315-unit apartment
complex, likely will get a vote
later this month at the next meet-
ing of the planning board, which
will then send its recommenda-
tions to the borough council.

For the third time in four
months, but the first since De-
cember, the board spent all or
most of its meeting on March 9
discussing the plan for the 5.3-
acre site, which is comprised of
five different properties that in-
clude the Personal Best fitness
center, an office building and a
small borough-owned parcel.

The plan, prepared by Board
Engineer Victor Vinegra of Har-
bor Consultants in conjunction
with a planning board subcom-
mittee, borough affordable hous-
ing consultant Jill Hartman, Russo
Development of Carlstadt, and
others had slight modifications
from previous iterations. How-
ever, it remained a high-density
project owing to the state Su-
preme Court-mandated afford-
able-housing requirements, Mr.
Vinegra said.

While previous versions in-
cluded as many as 320 units, the
latest was scaled back to 315,
with approximately 10 percent
defined as “affordable” per state
mandate.

The borough has been granted
immunity from “builder’s rem-
edy” lawsuits until April 1 by a

New Jersey court while it reviews
the town’s affordable housing
plans, including the Casale-Petro
developments. The planning
board is next scheduled to meet
on Wednesday, March 23. Mr.
Vinegra said the immunity could
be extended.

Other changes had the inclu-
sion of seven three-bedroom
units, all of which would be des-
ignated as affordable, the mov-
ing of a commons area from in-
side the complex to the front of
eight retail spaces along South
Avenue and a seasonal rooftop
dining area.

The plan came replete with
floor-plan schematics and an
artist’s conceptual renderings, all
prepared by Russo, which for the
first time had a representative –
company General Counsel Chris-
topher Minks – speak and an-
swer questions from the board.

While Russo has purchased the
2.86-acre site of the former Petro
Plastics company and is in nego-
tiations for the 2.4-acre Casale
Industries parcels, Mr. Minks
stressed that the drawings were
merely conceptual and not a site-
plan application.

The redevelopment plan is es-
sentially a blueprint or guideline
of the borough’s vision for the
property, which in this case would
rezone the property from indus-
trial to residential and commer-
cial. A company or individual
would then be sought and desig-
nated to develop the property.

Mr. Minks indicated Russo has
designs on the property and at-
tended the meeting to get a sense
of the board and community sen-
timents, which it would consider
before submitting a formal plan.

“We’re looking forward to the
opportunity to put on the full

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
ANOTHER REVIEW...Garwood Planning Board Engineer Victor Vinegra of
Harbor Consultants gestures to one of several schematics and drawings while
explaining to board members the latest modifications to the Casale-Petro
redevelopment plan at its March 9 meeting.

Cranford BOE Budget
Hearing Set for April 25

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Board of Educa-
tion Business Administrator Rob-
ert Carfagno introduced the pre-
liminary 2016-2017 school bud-
get of $63,254,728 with
$53,971,870 to be raised in taxes
at Monday night’s open work ses-
sion meeting.

The spending plan represents
an increase of $2,009,396 in
taxes over last year’s adopted
budget. Total spending is up
$2,839,246. A total of $132,770
is included for the debt service
payment on total debt of
$1,222,365.

The school budget accounts for
over 50 percent of local taxes.
The local tax levy funds 88.74
percent of the budget, with ap-
proximately 5.84 percent com-
ing from tuition revenue and an-
other 4.61 percent from state
aid.

Mirroring a trend that other
school districts are experienc-
ing, the amount of state aid is
still down when compared against
previous peak figures. While
Cranford will see a $55,762 in-
crease over last year’s support,
the $2,805,190 in state aid is still
down $980,325 from 2009-2010
funding levels.

In reference to these state aid
numbers, board member Will-
iam Hulse said he would be will-
ing to put forward a resolution at

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
PROUD IRISHMAN…Grand Marshal Frank McGovern of Cranford waves to
the crowd while marching in Saturday’s 20th Union County St. Patrick’s Day
Parade on Morris Avenue in Union.
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presentation,” said Mr. Minks,
who noted that Russo met with
Garwood’s joint development
committee years ago about
Casale-Petro. “As you can see,
we are big on imagery. We’re big
on paper. We’d like you to really
see and feel and understand what
the intended project is and what
the end result can be.”

At times, the board’s discus-
sion devolved into details about
the types and construction ma-
terials for windows. Planning
board member Bill Nierstedt sug-
gested the plan include require-
ments that the board conduct its
own studies to examine the im-
pact on the school system as well
as review financial estimates by
any developer.

It was revealed at the council’s
budget meeting on March 10 by
councilman and planning board
member Jim Mathieu that Russo
had sent a $25,000 check to
cover the costs of those studies.
It was noted at the planning board

meeting that it is often the case
that towns commission the stud-
ies and then recover the costs
from the developer at a later
date.

The receipt of the $25,000 was
confirmed by borough Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Sandy Bruns.

Besides the comments regard-
ing everything from windows to
traffic to impact studies, other
subjects discussed included a rec-
ommendation by board member
Paul Tarantino that the plan in-
clude additional parking to en-
tice NJ Transit to make Garwood
a regular, instead of infrequent,
stop on the Raritan Valley Rail
Line.

Mr. Tarantino’s phrase that
without it, the town “was giving
away” an opportunity drew an
immediate rebuke, albeit muted,
from several members who noted
that it was not the borough’s
property. Mr. Vinegra and Board
Vice-Chairwoman Kathy Villaggio
said NJ Transit has indicated that

an increase in ridership, not park-
ing, would be needed to con-
vince the transportation author-
ity to increase train frequency.

Mr. Mathieu went further say-
ing he had to “apologize” for the
sentiment implied by Mr.
Tarantino and held by others “that
it’s their property.” But he also
expressed concern for the den-
sity of the project and said the
borough might not be consider-
ing it if it were not for “the COAH
(affordable housing) gun pointed
at its head.”

That issue also sparked a
heightened exchange between
former planning board member
and current Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro and Board Chairman
Steve Greet.

Ms. Cuccaro decried the num-
ber of units and approximate 10-
percent increase to the borough’s
population that the project would
create. In a discussion that went
back and forth several times, Mr.
Greet countered that, like Ms.
Cuccaro, he, too, was a long-
time resident who had raised his
children in town. Without growth,
he said, property taxes will soar
and the borough will disintegrate.

In other matters, the board
sent back a recommendation to
the council for it to amend the
redevelopment plan for the Mews
commercial site across from
ShopRite. The owner of the
&Grain restaurant in October re-
quested and received approval
to construct an outdoor refrig-
erator.

Mr. Nierstedt explained that
Borough Attorney Bob Renaud
said he considered the approval
a variance and no amendment
was needed. But board members
insisted they did not grant a vari-
ance, and Mr. Vinegra said since
the board’s approval allowed
something expressly prohibited
in the redevelopment plan, the
plan needed to be amended to
specify permission under what
circumstances.

the next meeting requesting in-
creased aid from the state. Mr.
Hulse further said he would be
willing to meet with legislators to
advocate for the district.

The budget must be submitted
to the county superintendent of
schools by Tuesday, March 22.
The county superintendent can
make changes and send the bud-
get back to board. The board can
also make changes to the pre-
liminary budget up until the pub-
lic hearing and adoption, which is
scheduled for Monday, April 25.

The preliminary budget would
increase school taxes on the av-
erage homeowner by $125. The
proposed tax increase is $0.069
per $100 of assessed value. Mr.
Carfagno said this is higher than
last year’s increase of $88, but
lower than the $132 increase in
2014.

The enrollment projections for
2016-2017 are fairly stable. The
district anticipates an increase of
approximately 13 students.
Funding for staffing levels will
remain the same despite adding
new teachers and aides to sup-
port the new full-day kindergar-
ten pilot program. The tuition
fees for the program will pay for
those salaries and benefits.

While the full-day kindergarten
was a central focus of November
and December board meetings,
with strong parent attendance in
support of the program, the board

reported some difficulties with
the initial enrollment.

The plan was to launch two
classrooms with 20 students per
section. Anticipating high inter-
est in the full-day program, the
board announced plans to imple-
ment a lottery system for the
40 slots. Interim Superinten-
dent Marilyn Birnbaum reported
that 39 students initially ap-
plied.

The board selected Walnut and
Bloomingdale Avenue Schools as
the locations for the full-day
classrooms. The board was ini-
tially concerned that parents
would be upset that some chil-
dren would not be able to attend
their neighborhood school. Par-
ents who attended last year’s
board meetings claimed that driv-
ing across town would not be an
issue, however, reporting that
many of them are already driv-
ing similar distances to shuttle
their children to private full-day
options.

When the locations of Walnut
and Bloomingdale were an-
nounced, however, 13 families
withdrew their applications, al-
legedly disappointed that their
children could not attend their
neighborhood school. With sub-
sequent new applications, there
are currently 31 students apply-
ing for the program.

If there are fewer than 40 stu-
dents, and if the board still de-
cides to run both classrooms, the
tuition-based program will oper-
ate at a loss and need to be
subsidized.

Anticipating high demand for
the pilot, the board had not ad-
vertised the program. Hoping to
reach the 40-student target, the
board now intends to market the
program in the hopes of picking
up enough students to break
even.

Zoning Bd. OKs Porches,
Patio, In-Ground Pool
By SCOTT NISLEY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — At their Monday
night meeting, the zoning board
approved construction of five
residential building projects. The
proposals ranged from erecting
new front porches to the addition
of a new in-ground pool.

Orlando Mendes, a resident at
610 Riverside Drive, proposed to
build a new front porch outside
his home — one that would ex-
tend four feet out into his front
yard and take up a total footprint
of 295 square feet.

Mr. Mendes explained that while
the new porch was in conflict
with Cranford’s ordinance for a
minimum required front yard

setback, he contended that the
extra square feet would not nega-
tively impact the town.

“The new open porch is in keep-
ing with similar homes in town
and the proud tradition of porches
on Victorian houses in Cranford,”
Mr. Mendes said.

The zoning board largely agreed
with Mr. Mendes in terms of the
proposed aesthetics, however,
they did take issue with the im-
plications of a building an imper-
vious structure of that size on a
residential lot.

Zoning Board Secretary Jeffrey
Pistol noted the impact of imper-
vious surfaces larger than 240
square feet, and their tendency
to impede the flow of rain water
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into the ground. According to
him, Cranford’s Environmental
Commission had requested the
board take that into consider-
ation, when deliberating over
such proposals.

Board Member Kevin Illing con-
tended that Mr. Mendes’ pro-
posal was hardly a concern, in
that the structure as a whole —
including the new porch — would
still fall below the maximum num-
ber of square feet for an impervi-
ous surface.

Charles Macaluso, a resident at
210 Oak Lane, proposed to ex-
pand the entryway into his home,
as well as add a new set of front
steps. In an effort to keep this
entry platform free from snow
during the winter months, he
also requested the addition of a
small roof to cover the area.

“In order to prevent anyone
from being injured, we would like
to expand the entry platform two-
and-one-half feet past the front
wall and provide new stairs and
railing, as per the building codes,”
Mr. Macaluso said.

The zoning board agreed with
Mr. Macaluso concerns for safety
and allowed him to proceed.

Marlene Buckman, a resident
at 24 Colby Lane, proposed to
augment her front entryway as
well. She explained that her foyer
area was particularly narrow and
posed a practical problem when
greeting a guest. The added foyer
space, she explained, would also
allow room for coat closets and
create a more “comfortable” feel.
Another part of Ms. Buckman’s
proposal included extending the
front steps outside her home and
adding a special porch with a roof
enclosure.

Kate Friedman and Elio Mayo,
residents at 35 Mansion Terrace,
appealed to the board to allow
them to finish construction of a
front-yard patio they already had
begun building. Ms. Friedman
explained that the patio, at 120

square feet, was a project they
had commenced without realiz-
ing it conflicted with the local
zoning ordinances. She insisted
that the mason they hired to
perform the job had mislead
them.

Aside from the patio not being
permitted in the front yard, an-
other problem was that the addi-
tion put Ms. Friedman and Mr.
Mayo over-budget on the maxi-
mum allowable lot coverage.

The house, which already ex-
ceeded the 40 percent maximum,
would increase to 47.9 percent
with the addition of the patio.
Ms. Friedman explained that the
house had been built in 1920, at
a time when lot coverage ordi-
nances didn’t exist. The board
agreed to approve the applica-
tion, provided that Ms. Friedman
and Mr. Mayo plant suitable
shrubbery around the porch to
conceal it.

Paul Leibrock, a resident at 131
North Lehigh Avenue, proposed
the addition of a new in-ground
pool in the back yard of his quar-

ter-acre lot. The main concern
with his application was that the
proposed area for the pool lay in
a spot less than the required
distance from the side lot lines.

Mr. Leibrock insisted that the
pool had to occupy the space
they had decided on because of
various practical and safety con-
cerns. He explained that if the
pool were to be within zoning
codes, that it would be either be
too close to the back door of his
house, or too far away.  Mr.
Leibrock’s wife Laura raised con-
cerns with this very issue. She
supported the idea of building
the pool approximately 10 feet
from the home.

While the zoning board ac-
knowledged the homeowners’
concerns, they did raise issue
with the idea of the pool being
too close to the property. Some
members, including Vice-Chair-
man Robert Bovasso, espoused
the idea that the Leibrock’s four-
month old son might one day try
to jump into the pool from the
second-story window.

Garwood School Tax Up
1.3 Percent In $9-M. Budget

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The board of edu-
cation tentatively approved a
$8.98 million budget for the
2016-2017 school year Tuesday
night, including a tax hike of 1.3
percent.

The spending plan must be sub-
mitted to the Union County Su-
perintendent of Schools for ap-
proval and then return for a pub-
lic hearing on Tuesday, May 3.

The budget for the upcoming
year of $8,975,399, including
$518,400 for debt payments, is
$326,541 more than last year,
with a total tax levy of $8.025
million.

School board administrator Eric
Larson laid out the specifics of
the budget, which last year hiked
taxes on the average home val-
ued at $100,000 by $217.

The board also honored two
former board members and an-
nounced the retirement of three
long-time teachers.

The meeting began with board
president Christine Guerriero pre-

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Residents are fac-
ing a $185 increase per house-
hold in their taxes under a pre-
liminary budget presented March
10 at a special meeting of the
borough council. The plan re-
mains under state-mandated
spending limits but exceeds the
Trenton-restricted tax hike.

Spending would jump to $8.02
million from $7.8 million last fis-
cal year, borough Chief Financial
Officer Sandy Bruns said follow-
ing the meeting since no total
figures were disclosed during the
approximate two-hour session.
Another meeting to discuss the
budget was set for this evening
(March 17) before the budget is
formally introduced later this
month or in April. Finance Com-
mittee Chairwoman Sara Todisco
led the discussion, reading from
spreadsheets not given to the
public. Three major items were
debated as areas to be able to
reduce the tax levy and/or elimi-
nate budget items, including one
about staffing within the Depart-
ment of Public Works (DPW).

The DPW budget item sur-
rounded retaining an eighth la-
borer. Council members would
not publicly discuss how or when
the DPW increased to eight men,
citing personnel matters that
were the subject of closed ex-
ecutive sessions. However, DPW
worker Timothy Delgado was dis-
missed on a vote of council at its
October 13 meeting following an
executive session. Council mem-
bers and Borough Attorney Bob
Renaud refused to discuss the
reason.

The council authorized the hir-
ing of Matthew Moore at its reor-
ganization meeting on January 4
to replace Mr. Delgado, return-
ing the DPW to a staff of seven.

However, Mr. Delgado was sub-
sequently rehired on March 10,
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
confirmed, following an execu-
tive session on March 8 that dis-
cussed a “personnel matter.” Ms.
Todisco and Streets and Roads
Committee Chairman Lou
Petruzzelli explained that the
DPW had a staff of eight, includ-
ing a foreman, as of 2003. At that
time, the borough was required
by the state to hire a certified
DPW superintendent, which left
it with seven laborers, including
a foreman, and a superinten-
dent.

The borough entered into a
shared-services agreement with
Fanwood in July of last year,
which resulted in the dismissal of
DPW head Fred Corbitt and au-
thorized his Fanwood counter-
part, Clint Dicksen, to oversee
Garwood’s department. Propo-
nents of the deal promoted an
approximate $70,000 cost sav-
ings to the borough per year,
according to Ms. Todisco and Mr.
Petruzzelli, who noted that even
with the retention of the eighth
worker would still result in a
$28,000 savings. Councilman Jim
Mathieu asked how the DPW had
been able to “muddle through”
the past 12 years with only seven
men, and Councilman Jim Sarno,
a member of the Finance Com-
mittee, said he proposed keep-
ing the full-time staff at seven
with two seasonal workers.

During the public comment por-
tion, 33-year DPW staffer and
resident Glenn Lewis implored
the council to keep the eighth
man, pointing to Mr. Moore
seated in the gallery in front of
him. He accused the council of
putting the safety of the DPW
members at risk if they didn’t
and finished with “do the right
thing.” Ms. Bruns estimated the

Garwood Proposed Budget
Eclipses $8 Million
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Zoning Bd. OKs Porches, Patio, In-Ground Pool

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
Probitas Verus Honos
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Voice Your Opposition Against the
High-Density Townhouses

A critical issue faces those who
live at the Garwood/Westfield/
Cranford border (Brookside
Place/4th Avenue /Union St.) In
the small lot formerly occupied
by the 5 Star Caterer (4th and
Walnut) a developer is seeking
permission to build nine high-
density townhouses. The origi-
nal Planning Board approval was
for three single- family homes.
The Garwood Planning Board later
then approved an astonishing six
variances without reasonable or
sufficient explanation.

This development would have
a severe impact on an area al-
ready prone to flooding.

As the Earth Institute of Co-
lumbia University points out –
the Urban Heat Island Effect re-
sults from overcrowding and too
much impervious surface – (park-

ing lots, driveways, etc.) Water
quality, air quality etc., are all
impacted, not to mention our
ever- present risk of flooding, as
impervious surfaces do not allow
ground water to be absorbed.
That water will be absorbed into
our basements instead.

Another factor: traffic on that
street is already hazardous and
the area is bordered by two el-
ementary schools. Traffic will be
seriously increased with the ad-
dition of presumably as many as
18 more vehicles.

If you share my concerns, I
urge you to attend the Garwood
Planning Board meeting on
Wednesday, March 23 at 7:30 to
voice your opinion.

Marianne Kehoe
Garwood

Garwood Can Make the DPW Whole
Again and Still Save Tax Dollars

I strongly encourage the
Garwood mayor and council to
restore the labor force of the De-
partment of Public Works to eight
full-time laborers as it has been
down one man since 2003. This
issue was the subject of debate
between a split Council at the
special budget meeting this past
Thursday. One may be surprised
to learn it was the two newest
Council members, Joe Sarno and
Ileen Cuccaro, along with GOP
Chairman Jim Mathieu that op-
posed this despite running on a
misleading “Save the DPW” plat-
form last November. Fortunately,
it appears that Councilmen Lou
Petruzzelli and Mike Martin along
with Councilwoman Sara Todisco
support restoring the Garwood
DPW where it matters most—with

the staff that does the physical
labor of snow plowing, garbage
pickup, leaf pickup, maintenance
of all borough-owned properties
and so much more.

First, a little history—The
Garwood DPW had eight full-time
laborers in years prior to 2003,
when the Council then decided not
to replace a retiring laborer and
instead hired a full-time superin-
tendent to comply with a state
mandate that all municipalities
must employ a certified public
works manager. This left the DPW
with seven full-time men to do the
labor as the superintendent is
strictly an administrative position.
In the meantime, the police de-
partment was restored back up to
16 sworn officers in 2014 after

Local Letters to the Editor

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

senting certificates of apprecia-
tion to Barbara Greet and Adele
Lewis, both of whom served on
the board from 2003 until De-
cember.

Ms. Guerriero said both served
in various capacities over the
years. She also said that both
were very helpful to her when
she first served on the board.
She said that Ms. Lewis started
the Educational Foundation of
Garwood (EFG).

The board announced that Lisa
Zatorsky has been chosen as
Educator of the Year and will be
recognized at the EFG’s annual
dinner Thursday, April 21 at the
Westwood in Garwood, board
member Tracey Roland said.

The tickets are $40 per person,
she said. She added that Garwood
Person or Persons of the Year will
be honored at the event. She
also said that the deadline sub-
mitting an application for the
EFG’s grant is May 1.

The seventh grade honor stu-
dents were honored, although
many of them were competing in
the Health Bee held by the
Westfield Area YMCA at the time
of the meeting. By evening’s end,
Lincoln School Principal Mary
Emmons announced that
Garwood had finished third in the
competition and had won the
school spirit award.

Schools superintendent Teresa
Quigley announced the pending
retirement of three teachers:
Therese Cipelletto, Janine Koch
and Diane Ristau.

“It is a real loss to the district,”
she said. “Each brought some-
thing different and they were all
wonderful.”

In other business, the voted to
accept a gift of $100 from Bruce
Paterson for Lincoln School’s Pay
It Forward Club.

cost of an eighth DPW worker in
the current budget was approxi-
mately $33,000. Other major
items that were identified as po-
tential ways to cut the budget
and/or reduce the tax levy were
tapping an approximate $20,000
account accrued from user fees
for the sports and recreation com-
plex to fund the playground. That
would cover the approximate
$19,000 budget line item needed
to maintain the property. Ms.
Todisco was wary of using the
entire account, suggesting at
least $5,000 be left over for an
emergency. Mr. Sarno countered
by suggesting the account be
used entirely in alternating years,
an idea that drew the support of
Mayor Charles Lombardo. Ms.
Bruns said she wanted to confirm
the amount before suggesting
its use.

Another budget item that
sparked discussion was $30,000

p

allocated to the Planning Board
for redevelopment studies, par-
ticularly for the Casale-Petro
properties. The 5.3 acres of
largely abandoned and decrepit
factories, offices and other prop-
erties has been the subject of
three meetings by the board in
the past four months. Russo De-
velopment of Carlstadt has sub-
mitted conceptual designs for the
property, which include a 315-
unit apartment complex and eight
retail spaces. The money osten-
sibly would be used for traffic
studies and to review any finan-
cial estimates proposed by a de-
veloper.

Mr. Mathieu, a planning board
member, asked if a $25,000
check from Russo paid to the
borough could be used to cover
most of the line item. Ms. Bruns
acknowledged she had received
the money earlier in the day.
Today’s budget meeting will in-
clude discussion of the revenue
side while revisiting the unre-
solved spending items.

GW Budget Eclipses 8 Million

Garwood Seniors
To See Uncle Floyd

GARWOOD — The Garwood Se-
niors Club will host a trip to The
Brownstone on Thursday, March
24. Uncle Floyd Vivino will present
“Bona La Festa De San Giuseppe,”
a celebration of Italian culture,
accompanied by the voices of
legendary soprano Mary Mancini
and renowned tenor Rinaldo
Toglia.

The bus will leave the Garwood
Firehouse, located at 415 South
Avenue, at 10 a.m. and will re-
turn at approximately 5 p.m. The
cost of the trip is $50 for Garwood
residents and $55 for non-resi-
dents. The price includes a fam-
ily-style menu and two compli-
mentary drinks.

For reservations or further in-
formation, call Walter at (908)
789-1067.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Garwood School Tax
Rises 1.3 Percent

Probitas Verus Honos

Concordia University
Releases Honors List
ANN ARBOR, Mich. –

Concordia University Ann Arbor
officials released the Fall Hon-
ors List for the first semester of
the 2015-2016 academic year.

Among the area students
named to the list is:  Ryan
Bjellquist-Ledger of Garwood,
an Exercise Science major.
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Why Let The Facts Get In The Way
Of A Good Story?

I was really taken back by the
comments that reporter Brian
Trusdell assigned to my fellow
ex-Councilman Steve Blaufeder.
Specifically, that he will only be
vindicated when I am removed
from the Planning Board. Wow! I
hadn’t expected that. Mr.
Blaufeder and I both know that
he was entitled to his fence per-
mit. We both know that I was not
the borough official who failed to
issue him the permit. We both
know that Steve did not appeal
the denial of the permit as he
could have. We both know that
Steve did not ask for my assis-
tance when he first received the
denial, and he didn’t contact me
at all for over a year. We also
both know that it was only after
he contacted Mayor Lombardo
and me that he finally got his
issues addressed. We also both
know that I was the councilperson
who advanced the ordinance
amendment that allows his fence
to be installed in compliance with
the code.

I totally understand why Steve
is upset and frustrated. After re-
viewing the pertinent documents,
I too was upset. That is why I

acted to advance resolution. I
believe that Steve’s frustration,
however, is misplaced. Two other
council members, a former
mayor, and at least five planning
board members supported the
previous code change. Why is his
vitriolic directed solely at me?

I am also disturbed that Mr.
Trusdell’s continued lack of im-
partiality has affected his ability
to fairly and accurately report
local political events. This is
clearly manifested by a pattern
of only requesting a Republican
perspective on any given story
and never following up on the
Democratic side of the story.
Garwood and Westfield Leader
subscribers are not properly
served by such biased reporting.
Why would Mr. Trusdell not con-
tact me for my side of the story
even though he always contacts
a Mathieu Republican when Coun-
cil members Todisco, Petruzzelli,
or other fellow Democrats make
a statement? I don’t know. But,
Steve and Brian are Mathieu Re-
publicans. Why let the facts get
in the way of a good story?

Bill Nierstedt
Former Garwood Councilman

being down a man for about three
years. Now it’s long overdue to do
the same for the DPW.

One may wonder why now?
The borough’s infrastructure and
development has increased sub-
stantially in the last 13 years,
namely with The Pointe and along
North and South Avenues. The
workload of the DPW has in-
creased, yet the DPW was not
brought back to eight laborers.
Also, a full-time person is far
better than seasonal help as the
department needs time to train
new staff as more than half will
be retiring in the next few years.
Another important consideration

should be that due to the
downsizing of administration last
year, the borough would still be
saving at least $30,000 on the
DPW budget this year with the
eight full-time laborers.

The time to restore the DPW
labor force is now! The borough
can finally make the department
whole again and still save tax
dollars. This is a win-win. Please
do the right thing and vote to keep
the DPW at eight laborers, instead
of firing the most recent hire that
was just made in January.

Barbara Greet
Garwood

Local Letters to Editor – Continued

Trinity Episcopal to Hold
Services For Holy Week

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford, invites
everyone to celebrate Holy Week
with the congregation.

“Join us to feel the Grace of
God throughout each day of this
exceptional week beginning with
Jesus’ triumphant entrance into
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, the
comforting reassurance of tra-
ditional Evening Prayer on Mon-
day and Tuesday, and then wit-
ness the light seemingly begin
to fade at the service of
Tenebrae on Wednesday,” said
the Reverend Stephanie
Shockley.

“Join the disciples gathered for
the last supper on Maundy Thurs-
day, discover what’s ‘good’ about
Good Friday…All culminating with

the joyful celebration of the Res-
urrection of our Lord on Easter
Sunday,” Mother Stephanie con-
tinued. All are welcome.

The schedule for Holy Week is
as follows: Sunday, March 20,
Palm Sunday — 8 a.m. (Rite I)
and 10 a.m. (Rite II).

Monday, March 21, and Tues-
day, March 22 — Evening Prayer
at 7 p.m.

Wednesday, March 23 — The
Service of Tenebrae at 7 p.m.

Thursday, March 24 — Maundy
Thursday Agape Meal, Holy Eu-
charist and Vigil — 6:30 p.m.

Friday, March 25 — Stations of
the Cross at 3 p.m. and Good
Friday Liturgy at 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, March 27, Easter Sun-
day — 8 a.m. (Rite I) and 10 a.m.
(Rite II).

HOLY WEEK...The Trinity Episcopal Church, located at 19 Forest Avenue,
Cranford, welcomes all to attend Holy Week services at the church beginning this
Sunday, Palm Sunday, March 20, and leading up to the celebration of Easter on
Sunday, March 27. Pictured, a reading of the Passion is held at Trinity.

Library Posts Date
For Books & Bagels

CRANFORD — The next session
of Books & Bagels, the Cranford
Public Library’s monthly book
chat program for adults, will
take place on Saturday, April 2,
at 10:15 a.m., in the library’s
Raddin Room. The library is lo-
cated at 224 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford.
The program format is simple.
Participants are asked to bring
a few of their favorite books and
tell the other members of the
group what they like about
them. The books can be new or
old, fiction or non-fiction, clas-
sic or contemporary.
Sessions last for one hour. There
is no required reading, and par-
ticipants will have the opportu-
nity to learn about books rec-
ommended by other group mem-
bers. Refreshments will be
served, courtesy of the Friends
of the Cranford Public Library.
Registration is not required.
Anyone with questions about
Books & Bagels is asked to con-
tact program coordinator Sally
Hanford at (908) 709-7272,
extension no. 2104, or at s-
hanford@cranfordnj.org. To see
what else is coming up at the
library, go to cranford.com/li-
brary/events.

Garwood Knights
Slate Blood Drive

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold a
blood drive conducted by Com-
munity Blood Services of New
Jersey on Tuesday, March 29,
from 4 to 8 p.m., at The
Columbian Club Building at 37
South Avenue, Garwood. All do-
nors must bring identification and
weigh at least 110 pounds, and
should eat a meal before donat-
ing. Donors over age 75 require
a doctor’s note. For medical ques-
tions, call (201) 444-3900. For
appointments, call (201) 251-
3703.
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