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Every Step of the Way.

Extraordinary Professionals. 

Photo courtesy of Fiona Rosenthal, WHS Hi’s Eye
NJ ED...Westfield High School (WHS) was visited on February 18 by New Jersey Commissioner of Education, David Hespe,
second from left, who was accompanied by Assistant Commissioner, Robert Bumpus; Chief Performance Officer, Donald
Mitchell; and Union County Interim Executive County Superintendent, Roger Jinks. They were welcomed by Superinten-
dent of Schools, Margaret Dolan, and other administrators, including WHS Principal, Peter Renwick, far left. In addition
to observing a freshman Humanities class, pictured above, the guests visited a special-education class, the digital learning
center, and Project ’79 – an alternative education program.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
TO THE BRIM...The Rahway River, swollen from last Wednesday night's storm,
begins to creep onto the dock of the Cranford Canoe Club Thursday at the corner
of Springfield and Orange Avenues.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
COMEDY FOR A CAUSE...Event organizer Gary Whyte, with microphone,
addresses the attendees of Saturday’s fibrodysplasia ossificans progressiva
fundraiser comedy night at the Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Mountainside.

Courtesy of Kathy McHugh
READING ALOUD… Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky and Councilwoman Jo
Ann Neylan visit Kathy Dibble’s second-grade class at Franklin Elementary
School for World Read Aloud Day on February 24. The mayor read the story
“Finding Winnie: The True Story of the World’s Most Famous Bear” and
answered the kids’ questions on what it is like to be mayor.  Even the second
graders wanted to know when Trader Joe’s was coming back.
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SP-F Full Day Kindergarten
To Start In September 2016

BY JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — In an addi-
tion to the agenda Thursday night, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education unanimously approved ex-
penditures for staffing and supplies
for full-day kindergarten for the 2016-
2017 school year.

Earlier in the meeting, Business
Administrator Deborah Saridaki de-
livered a presentation on the 2016-
2017 budget. One of the items in the
budget is the addition of 29.5 teach-
ers and aides to staff the program.

The budget needs to be approved
before the launch of the program can
be considered official; however, the
board was noticeably enthusiastic with
this next step in the process towards
implementation of the new full-day
program.

Ms. Saridaki explained that the
board has to approve the budget for
submission to the Union County ex-
ecutive superintendent on Thursday,
March 17. Pending county approval,
the budget will then be sent back to
the board for final approval.

Ms. Saridaki also announced that
state aid numbers have come in. The
district saw a 2.27-percent increase
over last year’s numbers, receiving
$3,014,446. While pleased to see this
increase, Ms. Saridaki put this num-
ber in the broader context of the his-
tory of state aid over the years.

Using 2008-2009 as a base year,
when the district received $4,506,226,
the 2016-2017 state aid is down 33.10
percent. State aid makes up only 3.4
percent of the district’s operating rev-
enue, with the local tax levy constitut-
ing 94.9 percent.

The total proposed operating bud-
get for 2016-2017 is $90,591,655, a
4.54-percent decrease from the cur-

Cranford Committee Advised
On Food Service Concerns

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — While the town-
ship recently had mandated grease
traps as a way to monitor the cleanup
of the used grease by restaurants in
the township, there are still problems
with the traps not being cleaned,
Health Officer Megan Avallone of
the Westfield Regional Health De-
partment said on February 22 when
she gave her health report to the town-

ship committee. Cranford is one of
eight towns covered by the regional
department.

She recommended that the town-
ship committee strengthen its ordi-
nance to require restaurant owners to
hire a private hauler to take away the
grease. Right now owners can choose
to empty the grease traps themselves
and haul it away.

A log is supposed to be kept of
when the traps were cleaned, and by
whom, but, “it’s not happening,” Ms.
Avallone said. The health officer “is
having to go back and back again,”
she said. “Nobody ever has receipts
of the haulers who are to come to take
the grease away,” Ms. Avallone noted.
“They say they cleaned it last week,
and I know it is not true by looking at
it.”

The committee said it would take
up the matter at its next regular com-
mittee meeting.

Improper food handling also is a
recurring problem with some food
establishments that repeatedly cool
and reheat foods, and do not meet the
requirements for the state, Ms.
Avallone said.

“They don’t have basic knowledge
(of food handling),” Ms. Avallone said.
She asked the committee to consider

instituting a local food handler train-
ing course, “…because it is not man-
datory, nobody goes,” she said. The
Westfield Regional Health Department
offers the course at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, as well as other Union
County locations. “It is basic but it
helps,” Ms. Avallone said.

The restaurant manager chooses
somebody to receive the training. One
person per shift would be required to
attend, and they would be required to
attend every two years. The cost is
$35 per person.

“It seems reasonable,” Business
Administrator Terence Wall said.

Once the training is received, the
restaurant receives a certificate that
would be placed on the wall.

A complaint was called in to the
health department regarding a salon
that was performing permanent cos-
metics illegally, said Ms. Avallone,
who told the owner she cannot facili-
tate that without a license.

“I was glad we were able to stop
that,” she said.

The Westfield Regional Health
Department also is prepared should
the Zika virus reach this area, Ms.
Avallone said. “We have been work-
ing our tails off. Our emergency

rent budget.
In other business, the board ap-

proved payment of a $117,455 fee to
an architect to move forward with
work on partial roof replacements to
School 1, Park Middle School,
McGinn and Coles.

Additionally, the board awarded a
$76,925 contract to C&M Door Con-
trols, Inc. to make upgrades to some
of the interior doors at the schools for
improved security.

The board approved a motion to
accept a 2015-2016 Educational Al-
liance Grant to Park Middle School
for $500 from ExxonMobil. This is
not a grant that the district can apply
for on its own. The owner of Scotch
Plains Exxon on Glenside Avenue
and Route 22 East applied for it on
behalf of Park Middle School. The
money will help support and enhance
programs with emphasis on math-
ematics and science.

The board also approved a proposal
to institute high-school field hockey
on a pay-to-play basis, paving the way
for the sport to make a comeback after
a 25-year hiatus. The team was dis-
banded in the early 1990s due to a lack
of players interested in joining the
team. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Field Hockey Board believes that the
interest and numbers are there now.

There has been a clinic in town for
grades 2 through 5. There also is a
middle-school team run through the
recreation department. The board
hopes these players will create a pipe-
line of girls interested in joining the
high-school team.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School will join other local high
schools including Westfield,
Cranford, Arthur L. Johnson (Clark),
Governor Livingston, and South and

Westfield School Tax to Jump,
Budget Climbs Past $106 Million

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Taxes would in-
crease about $194 per average home
under a “tight” budget presented at
Tuesday’s school board meeting by
district Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan, who acknowledged the
$2.2-million hike in operating ex-
penses would push spending past
$100 million for the first time.

The total budget, including debt
payments, would climb to $106.1
million, but the operating expenses
would increase to $100.6 million,
Ms. Sullivan said. The operating ex-
penses exceed the state-restricted 2-
percent cap, but fall within the limit
when district expenses for health in-

surance are taken into account.
Although the increase in health

insurance costs has been halved this
year through December, to about 5.7
percent due to the decision to self
insure, it still exceeds 2 percent, al-
lowing the district to discount it from
the cap calculation.

The three biggest increases were
for salaries ($881,903), health insur-
ance ($839,687) and special educa-
tion ($363,236), while several other
areas of the budget dropped by a
combined $144,204.

“It’s a tight budget,” Ms. Sullivan
said. “There’s not a lot of flexibility.”

Ms. Sullivan was referring in par-
ticular to the special-education por-
tion, which she said had been in-

creased just under 5 percent.
“We’re probably stretching it a bit,

because tuition costs do go up as
much as 7 percent,” she said.

Board Chairwoman Gretchan
Ohlig renewed her desire to see the
state enact a waiver for special edu-
cation so it would be isolated from
the 2-percent cap restriction.

“We could really benefit from a
waiver,” she said.

It was the second straight meeting
the budget was presented to the board,
which received a preliminary brief-
ing in a separate workshop session on
February 16.

A vote to tentatively adopt the bud-
get is scheduled for the board’s next
meeting on Tuesday, March 15. It
will then go to the county
superintendent’s office for approval
and return to the board for a formal
hearing on Tuesday, April 26, before
final approval.

The board also tabled a request
from the Westfield Soccer Associa-
tion (WSA) to allow it to use Kehler
Stadium with temporary lights. The
move came after Ms. Ohlig revealed
that the board had received a letter
from Warren attorney Robert Simon
representing the “Kehler Neighbor-
hood Preservation Association.”

Ms. Ohlig said the 11-page letter
did not specify any principals in the
organization and was “similar to the
lawsuit filed last year,” an apparent
reference to three complaints filed by
stadium area resident Greg Kasko,
who had all his objections dismissed
by a judge in Mountainside.

Mr. Kasko, who was not present
Tuesday night, read a 10-minute pre-
pared speech at the February 16 meet-
ing opposing the proposal, threaten-
ing to drag the school board into
“court again” if the WSA was “in
violation of any town code.”

Ms. Ohlig said the letter was “too

Mountainside Tax Levy Is
Viewed to Increase 1 Percent

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Finances,
wastewater treatment and repaving
roads, were all discussed at the bor-
ough council’s work session on Tues-
day night.

Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli presented
a preliminary analysis of the pro-
posed budget for 2016. According to
the Mayor, it appears that the munici-
pal tax levy will increase by only 1
percent, an amount which Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Jill Goode noted is
the lowest increase since 2001. Sev-
eral council members commented that
the increase was linked to items which
are outside of the borough’s control
such as pension contributions and
healthcare costs.

The total tax levy will be $8.5
million, a total increase of around
$84,000 over last year or $24.72 per
average household.

Additional expenditures scheduled
for 2016 include upgrading the equip-
ment used by the police department
and the purchase of a new dump
truck for the Department of Public
Works. Ms. Goode’s analysis revealed

a slight decrease in fee generated
revenue and the sale of municipal
assets. The 2016 budget will be intro-
duced at the council’s next public
meeting on Tuesday, March 15, and
there will be a public hearing on the
proposed budget in April.

As part of the budget discussions,
Councilman Keith Turner, who is the
council’s liaison with the police de-
partment, explained that the proposed
budget included the costs associated
with hiring an additional police of-
ficer. Mr. Turner noted that a new hire
would allow the borough to mini-
mize overtime expenditures and man-
age possible retirements. Interested
candidates can obtain an employ-
ment application from the depart-
ment or download if from the
Mountainside Police Department’s
Facebook page.

Council members also received a
report from Borough Engineer
Michael Disko, regarding the ongo-
ing sanitary sewer manhole replace-
ment program. Mr. Disko explained
that the program is required by the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
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WESTFIELD LEADER IN D.C....Congressman Leonard Lance (NJ-07) welcomes Assemblywoman Nancy Muñoz (LD-21)
to Washington, D.C. last week as a guest on his constituent update program “The Seventh District Congressional Report.”
Each month Rep. Lance tapes an update from Washington and invites a guest to join him for a discussion of work being
done on Capitol Hill and other issues of interest to New Jersey. The shows airs on TV 36 in Westfield.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FLORAL ACCOLADES…Union County Sheriff Joe Cryan, standing at left, and
Sen. Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) listen at the fibrodysplasia ossificans
progressiva fundraiser comedy night Saturday at the Our Lady of Lourdes
Church in Mountainside.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
LEGISLATOR APPEARANCE…Pictured from left to right, Councilman James
D’Angelo of Bellmawr, Steven Tettamanti of the New Jersey Historical Society,
Sen. Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield), Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), Asm.
Jamel Holley (D-20th, Roselle) and event organizer Gary Whyte gather for a
group photograph at the fibrodysplasia ossificans progressiva fundraiser com-
edy night held Saturday at the Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Mountainside.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
POLICE CHIEF MAHONEY...Brian Mahoney is sworn in as the new Scotch
Plains chief of police Tuesday night, November 29, 2005, before a packed
audience by Township Clerk Barbara Riepe. Chief Mahoney’s daughters, Brianna
and Kelly, right, assist. Town Attorney Doug Hanson watches in the foreground.

Police Chief Brian Mahoney
Wraps Up 30-Year Career

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Brian
Mahoney says he decided to become
a police officer after a career day in
middle school. “The cops came in
and talked about protecting and serv-
ing the community, and I thought to
myself, ‘I could do that’.” He stud-
ied criminal justice in college and
started his career with the Westfield
Police Department in early 1986
before joining the Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department in July 1987.

On Monday, Mr. Mahoney
wrapped up his 30-year law enforce-
ment career — the last 10-plus years
as police chief. Speaking to The
Westfield Leader on his last after-
noon at the helm, he said his biggest
accomplishment as police chief, a
post he assumed in November 2005,
was “being able to expand our ef-
forts at community policing.” He
listed such things as reinstituting bike
patrols, increasing security in the
schools and expanding the K-9 pro-
gram as some of the things “that
would help keep the public safe.” He
also said he was able to “expand our
resources outside” the constraints of
the municipal budget by raising funds
through such organizations as the
Scotch Plains Police Foundation.

As far as his career highlight, Mr.
Mahoney cited his efforts “working
with the youth in our community.”
While he said his first job was “to
chase the bad guys,” he recalled help-
ing to start up the local Police Athletic
League in 1991 and his pride at “watch-
ing it grow from about 40 kids to the
thousands we serve nowadays. That is
really the highlight of my career.”

Mr. Mahoney, retiring at the ripe
old age of 51, said he is looking at
several endeavors for his post-de-
partment life, including some pos-
sible consulting or investigative work.

He also wants to get involved with the
Police Foundation “to help offset what
we need to do to keep the police
department up to date.”

He said the biggest change to the
police department and policing in gen-
eral over the course of his three-de-
cade career has been technology, which
he said had good and bad aspects to it.
He noted that when he began his ca-
reer, “there were no computers. Now it
cost more to put technology into a
police car than it cost to buy the car
itself.” He said a major benefit is that
officers and department leaders are
able to access information so quickly.

But the down side, he said, is the
question of whether “we are losing
sight of communication skills” by
relying so heavily on all the new
technology. Today’s generation, he
believes, “is all about social media
and the Internet,” and he wonders
whether or not police coming up
through the ranks will have the skills
to communicate effectively.

Another challenge going forward,
Mr. Mahoney said, is to “be able to
maintain the levels of service and dedi-
cation and professionalism that the com-
munity expects of the police depart-
ment — without outside interference.”

No successor to Mr. Mahoney has
yet been named, although the town-
ship council has before it a proposal
to create a new position — police
director — to oversee the depart-
ment, a position that would be filled
not by someone within the depart-
ment but by a civilian. Mr. Mahoney
called the idea “absurd” and a “big
mistake,” saying it was “the very in-
terference that law enforcement
should avoid.” He said the depart-
ment presently has “qualified and
dedicated individuals who’ve dedi-
cated many, many years to the depart-
ment and who deserve the opportu-
nity to advance.”

North Plainfield, according to Carla
Kelly, who was at the meeting repre-
senting the field hockey board. “We’re
really one of the only schools in the
area without it,” Ms. Kelly said.

The unanimous vote elicited cheers
from parents and members of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Field Hockey
Board in attendance at the meeting.
The board of education’s approval
means that the group can officially
begin to fundraise as a Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders team.

Cheryl Conklin, who addressed the
board, reported that the group is al-
ready working on a number of
fundraisers. A golf outing to support
the team is being planned for Tues-
day, May 9, at Ash Brook Golf Course.

Scotch Plains Zoning Board Rejects
Wawa Application for Route 22

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment on Monday
wrapped up 10 months of hearings by
unanimously rejecting an application
to build a Wawa convenience store
and gas station on eastbound Route
22.

The board’s decision, at 11:30 p.m.,
was greeted with loud and sustained
applause by the several dozen neigh-
borhood residents who attended all
seven of the hearings that started last
April 30 and included nearly 25 hours
of testimony. Prior to the board’s brief
discussion before its vote on the ap-
plication, 20 residents spoke in oppo-
sition to the proposal, which included
a 5,000-square-foot convenience store
and six fuel-dispensing stations. For
the past 15 or so years, the site has
been home to the Sanguiliano Garden
Center, and a portion of the lot is
zoned for residential use.

Concerns ranged from an increase
in vehicular traffic on Route 22,
Mountain Avenue and Glenside Av-
enue; safety issues related to an op-
eration that would be open 24 hours a
day; the effects on property values;
excessive lighting from the site spill-
ing over onto residential properties;
and a change to the character of what
was described by several residents as
a close-knit neighborhood. Kim
Kraft, a Rolling Knolls Road resi-
dent, concluded the homeowners’ in-
put by telling the board that the pro-
posed development “brings nothing
of value to our community.”

Board members then briefly delib-
erated, with Ken Anderson, a 20-year
veteran, saying that approving a vari-
ance — as Wawa was requesting — to
allow commercial use in a residential
zone was “something we rarely do.”
Board member Christine Thompson
commended Wawa officials for try-
ing to make their proposal “palat-
able,” but still felt it was “too much of
a stretch,” adding that if she owned a
home in the neighborhood, “I’d feel a
little threatened.” Mr. Anderson added
that Wawa’s professional planner, who
had testified in early February, had
not made “a compelling case” for the
development.

Earlier in the four-hour hearing on
Monday, Rolling Knolls Road resi-
dent John Lama testified on behalf of
his neighbors and told of the already-
congested rush-hour traffic conditions
on Mountain Avenue and Route 22,
characterizing them as “difficult at
best.” He also presented a chart of
gasoline stations situated along Route
22, noting that there were already
seven in operation in Scotch Plains,
and five of them included conve-
nience stores. Richard Lapinski, a
Perth Amboy-based professional
planner, testified on behalf of Mr.
Lama and refuted much of what
Wawa’s planner, Paul Grygiel, had
spoken about during his February 4
testimony.

Mr. Lapinski said “no public good”
would be advanced by granting the
variances being sought by Wawa that
would allow it to operate in a residen-
tial zone. He said the need for a gaso-

preparedness…they are better than
ever,” Ms. Avallone said.

“I have been in constant contact
with the state… We have a great rela-
tionship with mosquito control,” she
said. “Mosquito-borne disease is se-
rious.”

“Zika virus disease (Zika) is a dis-
ease caused by Zika virus that is spread
to people primarily through the bite
of an infected Aedes species mos-
quito. The most common symptoms
of Zika are fever, rash, joint pain and
conjunctivitis (red eyes),” according
to cdc.gov. It has been linked to a
serious birth defect of the brain in
babies or unborn fetuses of pregnant
women because the virus is trans-
ferred from mother to child.
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line station and convenience store
had “not been demonstrated.” He said
the proposed store would be larger
in size than most of the houses in the
neighborhood and also said such a
development would contravene the
township’s master plan, which states
that commercial development should
not be encouraged in residential
zones.

After the board’s vote to deny the
application, Joseph Paparo, the attor-
ney for Wawa, told The Westfield
Leader that the company has 45 days
to file an appeal and that a decision
regarding an appeal would be made
in the coming days.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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“SOUPER” BOWL OF CARING...Staff and students at Lincoln School in
Garwood participate in their 10th annual "Souper" Bowl of Caring. The event
utilizes Super Bowl weekend ito mobilize young people to fight hunger and
poverty in their communities. Those who donated at least one item were able to
wear “lounge pants” or plaid/flannel pants to school the day after the Super Bowl.
The Lincoln School community collected donations for their food drive. Standing
next to their collection are members of the Knights of Columbus and Lincoln
School Student Council led by their advisor, Tamara Benc. Donations were sent
to the local food pantry sponsored by the Garwood Knights of Columbus.

voluminous to make a decision in
one business day” and that the board
would proceed after consulting with
its attorney.

The WSA had asked for use of the
field on Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday nights, from 7:15 p.m. to
9:30 p.m., with three temporary lights
powered by stand-alone generators
from March 1 to April 30.

Additionally, the board heard from
Paul Pineiro, assistant superintendent
for curriculum, instruction and pro-
grams, about the district’s technol-
ogy plan, a presentation that included
a video that stopped about three-quar-
ters of the way through.

Aided by master technology teach-
ers Jeanine Gottko and Adam Pizzi,
Mr. Pineiro explained the progress
on efforts begun in 2012 to provide
“reliable and robust” WiFi access
throughout the district and work yet
to be done.

He and Ms. Gottko, who concen-
trates on the elementary and middle
schools, noted their anticipation of
infrastructure upgrades planned for
this summer with district-wide WiFi
scheduled to be completed for the
2017-2018 school year.

Mr. Pizzi noted that the high school,
where he is focused, has already be-
gun phase one of a bring your own
device (BYOD) program, which has
allowed students to bring their mo-
bile phones to school and connect
with the district servers.

Other devices will be permitted as
the program progresses, he said.

Other actions by the board included
approving a one-time, one-year ex-
emption from the $2,580 fee for use
of school facilities so the Westfield
Adult School can possibly merge or
partner with the Madison Adult
School to resume classes next year.

Westfield Adult School Vice-Presi-
dent Randy Rosenfeld told the board
the exemption was needed so it can
appeal to Madison, which may take
over the administration of the pro-
grams, while two Westfield members
sit on its board of directors.

The Westfield Adult School sus-
pended its operations this year due to
funding problems.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS Council
(RVSA) of which Mountainside is a
member. The RVSA provides waste-
water treatment services to 10 towns
in Union County and charges each
community an assessment which is
determined by the amount of “flow
rights” each town uses.

To control cost of water treatment,
Mountainside conducts preventive
maintenance including the manhole
replacement program which includes
using video cameras to inspect the
lines, the installation of guards to
prevent rainwater from mixing with
sewage, and leak repairs.

In addition, council members dis-
cussed obtaining bids to repave all of
Wood Valley Road from Central Av-
enue to New Providence Road. A
significant portion of the costs of
repairing the road will be covered by
a grant from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation. Mayor
Mirabelli noted that the Wood Valley
Road is used to transport many of the
community’s school children and
urged Mr. Disko to attempt to have
the project finished prior to the start
of the school year.

In other business, the council unani-
mously voted to retain the members of
the pool management staff and ap-
proved raffle applications from Our
Lady of Lourdes Church, Children’s
Specialized Hospital, the
Mountainside Education Foundation,
and the Mountainside Restoration
Committee. Council members also
agreed to conduct a public hearing at
the Tuesday, March 15 meeting on an
ordinance to require background
checks for all current and prospective
employees and volunteers involved in
programs offered by the recreation
department. The meeting will begin at
7:30 p.m. in Borough Hall.
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PANCAKES BY THE POUND…Attendees eat flapjacks by the plateful Sunday morning at the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad's seventh annual pancake breakfast.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JAZZ IT UP...Trombonist Scott O'Brien solos as part of the South Plainfield
High School jazz ensemble’s performance at the sixth annual Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Jazz Festival Friday night at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.  Jazz
ensembles from seven high schools took part in the event.

Jonathan R. Parker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RAIDERS FIELD HOCKEY...Cheryl Conklin addresses the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education last Thursday night about the creation of a pay-to-
play field hockey team. The board approved the field hockey proposal after a 25-
year hiatus.

Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
POLICE CHIEF MAHONEY...Brian Mahoney is sworn in as the new Scotch
Plains chief of police Tuesday night, November 29, 2005, before a packed
audience by Township Clerk Barbara Riepe. Chief Mahoney’s daughters, Brianna
and Kelly, right, assist. Town Attorney Doug Hanson watches in the foreground.

Full-Day Kindergarten to Start in
Sept. For Scotch Plains-Fanwood
BY JONATHAN R. PARKER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — In an addi-
tion to the agenda Thursday night, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education unanimously approved ex-
penditures for staffing and supplies
for full-day kindergarten for the 2016-
2017 school year.

Earlier in the meeting, Business
Administrator Deborah Saridaki de-
livered a presentation on the 2016-
2017 budget. One of the items in the
budget is the addition of 29.5 teach-
ers and aides to staff the program.

The budget needs to be approved
before the launch of the program can
be considered official; however, the
board was noticeably enthusiastic with
this next step in the process towards
implementation of the new full-day
program.

Ms. Saridaki explained that the
board has to approve the budget for
submission to the Union County ex-
ecutive superintendent on Thursday,
March 17. Pending county approval,
the budget will then be sent back to
the board for final approval.

Ms. Saridaki also announced that

state aid numbers have come in. The
district saw a 2.27-percent increase
over last year’s numbers, receiving
$3,014,446. While pleased to see this
increase, Ms. Saridaki put this num-
ber in the broader context of the his-
tory of state aid over the years.

Using 2008-2009 as a base year,
when the district received $4,506,226,
the 2016-2017 state aid is down 33.10
percent. State aid makes up only 3.4
percent of the district’s operating rev-
enue, with the local tax levy constitut-
ing 94.9 percent.

The total proposed operating bud-
get for 2016-2017 is $90,591,655, a
4.54-percent decrease from the cur-
rent budget.

In other business, the board ap-
proved payment of a $117,455 fee to
an architect to move forward with
work on partial roof replacements to
School 1, Park Middle School,
McGinn and Coles.

Additionally, the board awarded a
$76,925 contract to C&M Door Con-
trols, Inc. to make upgrades to some
of the interior doors at the schools for
improved security.

The board approved a motion to
accept a 2015-2016 Educational Al-
liance Grant to Park Middle School
for $500 from ExxonMobil. This is
not a grant that the district can apply
for on its own. The owner of Scotch
Plains Exxon on Glenside Avenue
and Route 22 East applied for it on
behalf of Park Middle School. The
money will help support and enhance
programs with emphasis on math-
ematics and science.

The board also approved a proposal
to institute high-school field hockey
on a pay-to-play basis, paving the way
for the sport to make a comeback after
a 25-year hiatus. The team was dis-
banded in the early 1990s due to a lack
of players interested in joining the
team. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
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Police Chief Brian Mahoney
Wraps Up 30-Year Career

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Brian
Mahoney says he decided to become
a police officer after a career day in
middle school. “The cops came in
and talked about protecting and serv-
ing the community, and I thought to
myself, ‘I could do that’.” He studied
criminal justice in college and started
his career with the Westfield Police
Department in early 1986 before join-
ing the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment in July 1987.

On Monday, Mr. Mahoney
wrapped up his 30-year law enforce-
ment career — the last 10-plus years
as police chief. Speaking to The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on his
last afternoon at the helm, he said his
biggest accomplishment as police
chief, a post he assumed in Novem-
ber 2005, was “being able to expand
our efforts at community policing.”
He listed such things as reinstituting
bike patrols, increasing security in
the schools and expanding the K-9
program as some of the things “that
would help keep the public safe.” He

also said he was able to “expand our
resources outside” the constraints of
the municipal budget by raising funds
through such organizations as the
Scotch Plains Police Foundation.

As far as his career highlight, Mr.
Mahoney cited his efforts “working
with the youth in our community.”
While he said his first job was “to
chase the bad guys,” he recalled help-
ing to start up the local Police Ath-
letic League in 1991 and his pride at
“watching it grow from about 40 kids
to the thousands we serve nowadays.
That is really the highlight of my
career.”

Mr. Mahoney, retiring at the ripe
old age of 51, said he is looking at
several endeavors for his post-de-
partment life, including some pos-
sible consulting or investigative work.
He also wants to get involved with
the Police Foundation “to help offset
what we need to do to keep the police
department up to date.”

He said the biggest change to the
police department and policing in
general over the course of his three-

Scotch Plains Zoning Board
Rejects Wawa Application

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment on Monday
wrapped up 10 months of hearings by
unanimously rejecting an application
to build a Wawa convenience store
and gas station on eastbound Route
22.

The board’s decision, at 11:30 p.m.,
was greeted with loud and sustained
applause by the several dozen neigh-
borhood residents who attended all
seven of the hearings that started last
April 30 and included nearly 25 hours
of testimony. Prior to the board’s

brief discussion before its vote on the
application, 20 residents spoke in op-
position to the proposal, which in-
cluded a 5,000-square-foot conve-
nience store and six fuel-dispensing
stations. For the past 15 or so years,
the site has been home to the
Sanguiliano Garden Center, and a
portion of the lot is zoned for residen-
tial use.

Concerns ranged from an increase
in vehicular traffic on Route 22,
Mountain Avenue and Glenside Av-
enue; safety issues related to an op-
eration that would be open 24 hours a
day; the effects on property values;
excessive lighting from the site spill-
ing over onto residential properties;
and a change to the character of what
was described by several residents as
a close-knit neighborhood. Kim Kraft,
a Rolling Knolls Road resident, con-
cluded the homeowners’ input by tell-
ing the board that the proposed devel-
opment “brings nothing of value to
our community.”

Board members then briefly delib-
erated, with Ken Anderson, a 20-year
veteran, saying that approving a vari-
ance — as Wawa was requesting — to
allow commercial use in a residential
zone was “something we rarely do.”
Board member Christine Thompson
commended Wawa officials for try-
ing to make their proposal “palat-
able,” but still felt it was “too much of
a stretch,” adding that if she owned a

home in the neighborhood, “I’d feel
a little threatened.” Mr. Anderson
added that Wawa’s professional plan-
ner, who had testified in early Febru-
ary, had not made “a compelling case”
for the development.

Earlier in the four-hour hearing on
Monday, Rolling Knolls Road resi-
dent John Lama testified on behalf of
his neighbors and told of the already-
congested rush-hour traffic conditions
on Mountain Avenue and Route 22,
characterizing them as “difficult at
best.” He also presented a chart of
gasoline stations situated along Route
22, noting that there were already
seven in operation in Scotch Plains,
and five of them included conve-
nience stores. Richard Lapinski, a
Perth Amboy-based professional
planner, testified on behalf of Mr.
Lama and refuted much of what
Wawa’s planner, Paul Grygiel, had
spoken about during his February 4
testimony.

Mr. Lapinski said “no public good”
would be advanced by granting the
variances being sought by Wawa that
would allow it to operate in a residen-
tial zone. He said the need for a gaso-
line station and convenience store
had “not been demonstrated.” He said
the proposed store would be larger in
size than most of the houses in the
neighborhood and also said such a
development would contravene the

Captain to Lead SP Police,
Department to be Studied

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Manager Al Mirabella said that Capt.
Ted Conley would be in charge of all
operations of the police department,
“for now,” but that he was planning to
conduct a study of the department’s
operations.

There is no change in title for Capt.
Conley—a 19-year veteran of the
department who was promoted to his
current rank in 2014. He will take
over for Police Chief Brian Mahoney,
who is to retire on Monday.

Mr. Mirabella told the township
council at its conference meeting on
Tuesday night that he was not recom-
mending the creation of a new posi-
tion — police director — to oversee
the department. That position would
have been filled not by someone
within the department but by a civil-
ian.  The council was set to discuss
this change in January but the matter
was stricken at the last minute from
its January 19 meeting agenda.

Mr. Mirabella said he viewed the
planned study of the department as
an “opportunity for improvement,”
and mentioned an increase in com-
munity policing as one goal.

Councilwoman Colleen Gialanella
said it was important for the study to
be led by someone from outside of
the township government. Mr.
Mirabella, in response to a question
from Councilman Llewellyn Jones
who noted that township ordinances
mandate that the police department
be led by a police chief, said putting
Capt. Conley in charge of the depart-
ment was a “short-term solution.”

He said he would make a decision
on the long-term leadership of the
department after the completion of
the study and after the department
completes an accreditation process

that is currently underway.
In other business, the council will

hold further discussions on whether
to introduce an ordinance that would
empower a commission to identify
historic houses and, with the owners’
assent, designate them as historic—
meaning the exteriors of the build-
ings could not be significantly al-
tered.  Such a process would likely
include putting a deed restriction on
the house to prevent present and fu-
ture owners from altering the appear-
ance of the outside of the home.

Last month, the governing body
discussed the issue, and then sent
letters to owners of the several dozen
homes that were identified in the
1990s as being of historic impor-
tance and inviting them to this week’s
meeting to provide input.

A list of historic homes and prop-
erties in Scotch Plains shows a
roughly even split between northside
and southside properties, with the
bulk being located on Mountain Av-
enue, Park Avenue, Rahway Road,
Raritan Road and Westfield Road.

Mr. Jones said any ordinance would
include a provision allowing owners
to opt out of a designation.

“No one’s being compelled” to have
their house designated as historic, he
said, adding that the designation,
which would be made by a newly
empowered historic-preservation
commission and would affect only a
home’s exterior.

Mayor Kevin Glover, though, re-
stated his stance against enacting such
an ordinance, saying, as he did last
month, that it wouldn’t be fair to
someone who purchased such a home
20 years ago to then be subject to
restrictions on the use of their prop-
erty.

Twelve owners of historic homes
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Introducing the

Sponsored by Friends Retirement Concepts, Inc.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COMEDY FOR A CAUSE...Event organizer Gary Whyte, with microphone,
addresses the attendees of Saturday’s fibrodysplasia ossificans progressiva
fundraiser comedy night at the Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Mountainside.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW MONOPOLE LOCATION…Jim Dowling, a planner for New Cingular
Wireless, shows shows photos to the Fanwood Planning Board last Wednesday
where the PSE&G monopole pole is located. The board approved New Cingular
Wireless’ application  to attach cell antennae atop a the monopole, which is
located off of LaGrande Avenue.

Fanwood Plan. Board Okays
AT&T Antennas/Shelter

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The planning board
last Wednesday night unanimously
approved New Cingular Wireless,
known as AT&T, to attach cell anten-
nas atop a new PSE&G monopole
located off of La Grande Avenue.
Although the lot and block number
associated with the location desig-
nate it as Cray Terrace, the pole is
actually closest to La Grande Av-
enue. Just under a dozen residents
came out to listen to the application
be heard, and four came up to the
podium to voice their concerns with
the application.

AT&T was approved for a use vari-
ance (the site is in the R-75 zone that
permits high-density single-family
homes) back in 2003 by the planning
board and was back again Wednes-
day because PSE&G had replaced
the old pole that was on the lot with a
new pole, an act PSE&G has been
carrying out throughout its service
area, planner for the applicant Jim
Dowling said. While PSE&G was
working to replace the pole, AT&T
had moved to a temporary location
on South Avenue that will be shut
down, Mr. Dowling said. This loca-
tion off of La Grande is “centrally
located in the service area gap,” said
Ron Evans, the applicant’s radio fre-
quency expert.

Ray Rogers, of 57-61 South Av-
enue, argued the use variance granted
in 2003 should be negated because,
he said, “it’s a different tower.” He
suggested it would be better suited in
a light industrial zone near the train
tracks at 57 South Avenue, a location
he said an AT&T consultant had ap-
proached him about should this ap-
plication be turned down. He noted
the town passed an ordinance to al-
low cell carriers to locate antennas in
the light industrial zone.

“Keep it out of people’s backyards,”
Mr. Rogers said. He also said another
carrier could legally co-locate its an-
tennas and shelter at this pole if the
board approves this application.
PSE&G allows a maximum of two
cell carriers per pole, the applicant’s
attorney, Judy Fairweather of the
Pinilis Halpern law firm, said earlier
on in the testimony.

The new pole is larger in size by
about 50 feet, prompting complaints
from some residents. However,
PSE&G is controlled by the state’s
Board of Public Utilities (BPU) and
does not require approvals for its
poles from local boards, Zoning Of-
ficer Ray Sullivan explained to The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

While AT&T will attach its anten-
nas atop the 161-foot pole, making
the height 169 feet, it will also build
a 10-foot, three-inch-high shelter at
the base of the pole. There will not be
a generator. Coaxial cables will run
the length of the pole to the antennas,
Chris Cirrotti, the applicant’s engi-
neer, said. The shelter’s height also
will require a variance, since the zon-
ing law allows a maximum height of
10 feet. This shelter would be a nega-
tive impact to the neighborhood, resi-
dent Kimberly Jackson of La Grande
Avenue said. “The structure and the
fence make a difference…The tower
is in view from my window. Now I
will see the tower and the antennas,”
said Ms. Jackson, who also said she
was not noticed of this application.
Notices are to be given to residents
within a 200-foot radius of the site.

Resident Rordian Homentowski
said the “tower itself is a hardship to
the neighborhood.” He then went on
to say, “adding to the tower addi-
tional stuff creates a hardship.” The
new tower, he said, is about 50 feet
from La Grande Avenue, while the
old tower was some 300 feet from La
Grande Avenue. “It’s changed the
entire view from the street,” he said.

The wireless ordinance also cre-
ates a variance of 75 feet from the

property lines, although the planner
said he “believes it is a conditional
use and doesn’t apply in the R-75
zone.” It would be as close to 36 feet
from the nearest property line.

“These new bright silver things are
ugly,” Betty Rego of Cray Terrace
said. There also is another new mono-
pole on Cray Terrace near her home,
she said. “I’m sure my property value
has gone down since this pole was put
up,” she said.

Mr. Dowling described the plans as
“not a significant change” during his
presentation that included photos of
the site and photos that superimposed
the shelter and antennas on the pole.
“I don’t think the visual environment
is harmed,” he said.

The nature center runs near the poles,
and Ms. Rego asked if this would be
encroaching on the nature center it-
self. Mr. Dowling said the site was not
encroaching on the nature center.

“One of the things we have pushed
for is to use existing poles to mini-
mize any new poles,” Borough Coun-
cil liaison to the board Jack Molenaar
said.

The board approved the applica-
tion with the condition that a board
on board fence is built around the
shelter with landscaping around it,
and that the chain-link fence on site
now is removed. “I don’t like the
monopole look at all,” Board Chair-
man Dale Flowers said. “They put
the pole where they put it. We have
to do what is the least impact to the
neighborhood.”

AT&T stipulated it will meet all
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection requirements for noise, Mr.
Dowling said. AT&T’s expert for
analysis of energy output, Ron
Peterson, said radio frequency en-
ergy “levels are low” and comply
with US and New Jersey regula-
tions.

Cranford Comm. Advised
On Food Service Concerns
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — While the town-
ship recently had mandated grease
traps as a way to monitor the cleanup
of the used grease by restaurants in
the township, there are still problems
with the traps not being cleaned,
Health Officer Megan Avallone of
the Westfield Regional Health De-
partment said on February 22 when
she gave her health report to the town-
ship committee. Cranford is one of
eight towns covered by the regional
department.

She recommended that the town-
ship committee strengthen its ordi-
nance to require restaurant owners to
hire a private hauler to take away the
grease. Right now owners can choose
to empty the grease traps themselves
and haul it away.

A log is supposed to be kept of
when the traps were cleaned, and by
whom, but, “it’s not happening,” Ms.
Avallone said. The health officer “is
having to go back and back again,”
she said. “Nobody ever has receipts
of the haulers who are to come to take
the grease away,” Ms. Avallone noted.
“They say they cleaned it last week,
and I know it is not true by looking at
it.”

The committee said it would take
up the matter at its next regular com-
mittee meeting.

Improper food handling also is a
recurring problem with some food
establishments that repeatedly cool
and reheat foods, and do not meet the
requirements for the state, Ms.
Avallone said.

“They don’t have basic knowledge

(of food handling),” Ms. Avallone said.
She asked the committee to consider
instituting a local food handler train-
ing course, “…because it is not man-
datory, nobody goes,” she said. The
Westfield Regional Health Department
offers the course at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, as well as other Union
County locations. “It is basic but it
helps,” Ms. Avallone said.

The restaurant manager chooses
somebody to receive the training. One
person per shift would be required to
attend, and they would be required to
attend every two years. The cost is
$35 per person.

“It seems reasonable,” Business
Administrator Terence Wall said.

Once the training is received, the
restaurant receives a certificate that
would be placed on the wall.

A complaint was called in to the
health department regarding a salon
that was performing permanent cos-
metics illegally, said Ms. Avallone,
who told the owner she cannot facili-
tate that without a license.

“I was glad we were able to stop
that,” she said.

The Westfield Regional Health
Department also is prepared should
the Zika virus reach this area, Ms.
Avallone said. “We have been work-
ing our tails off. Our emergency
preparedness…they are better than
ever,” Ms. Avallone said.

“I have been in constant contact
with the state… We have a great rela-
tionship with mosquito control,” she
said. “Mosquito-borne disease is se-
rious.”

“Zika virus disease (Zika) is a dis-
ease caused by Zika virus that is spread
to people primarily through the bite
of an infected Aedes species mos-
quito. The most common symptoms
of Zika are fever, rash, joint pain and
conjunctivitis (red eyes),” according
to cdc.gov. It has been linked to a
serious birth defect of the brain in
babies or unborn fetuses of pregnant
women because the virus is trans-
ferred from mother to child.

WESTFIELD LEADER IN D.C....Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) welcomed As-
semblywoman Nancy Muñoz (R-21st) to Washington, D.C. last week as a guest
on his constituent update program, The Seventh District Congressional Report.
Each month Mr. Lance tapes an update from Washington and invites a guest to
join him where they discuss work being done on Capitol Hill and other issues of
interest to New Jersey.  The shows airs on TV 36 in Westfield.

Brian Trusdell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TO THE BRIM...The Rahway River, swollen from last Wednesday night's storm,
begins to creep onto the dock of the Cranford Canoe Club last Thursday at the
corner of Springfield and Orange Avenues.
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decade career has been technology,
which he said had good and bad as-
pects to it. He noted that when he
began his career, “there were no com-
puters. Now it cost more to put tech-
nology into a police car than it cost to
buy the car itself.” He said a major
benefit is that officers and depart-
ment leaders are able to access infor-
mation so quickly.

But the down side, he said, is the
question of whether “we are losing
sight of communication skills” by
relying so heavily on all the new
technology. Today’s generation, he
believes, “is all about social media
and the Internet,” and he wonders
whether or not police coming up
through the ranks will have the skills
to communicate effectively.

Another challenge going forward,
Mr. Mahoney said, is to “be able to
maintain the levels of service and
dedication and professionalism that
the community expects of the police
department — without outside inter-
ference.”

No successor to Mr. Mahoney has
yet been named, although the town-
ship council has before it a proposal
to create a new position — police
director — to oversee the depart-
ment, a position that would be filled
not by someone within the depart-
ment but by a civilian. Mr. Mahoney
called the idea “absurd” and a “big
mistake,” saying it was “the very in-
terference that law enforcement
should avoid.” He said the depart-
ment presently has “qualified and
dedicated individuals who’ve dedi-
cated many, many years to the de-
partment and who deserve the oppor-
tunity to advance.”

Field Hockey Board believes that the
interest and numbers are there now.

There has been a clinic in town for
grades 2 through 5. There also is a
middle-school team run through the
recreation department. The board
hopes these players will create a pipe-
line of girls interested in joining the
high-school team.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School will join other local high
schools including Westfield,
Cranford, Arthur L. Johnson (Clark),
Governor Livingston, and South and
North Plainfield, according to Carla
Kelly, who was at the meeting repre-
senting the field hockey board. “We’re
really one of the only schools in the
area without it,” Ms. Kelly said.

The unanimous vote elicited cheers
from parents and members of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Field Hockey
Board in attendance at the meeting.
The board of education’s approval
means that the group can officially
begin to fundraise as a Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders team.

Cheryl Conklin, who addressed the
board, reported that the group is al-
ready working on a number of
fundraisers. A golf outing to support
the team is being planned for Tues-
day, May 9, at Ash Brook Golf Course.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Wawa
township’s master plan, which states
that commercial development should
not be encouraged in residential zones.

After the board’s vote to deny the
application, Joseph Paparo, the attor-
ney for Wawa, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the company has
45 days to file an appeal and that a
decision regarding an appeal would
be made in the coming days.

spoke to the council, with the bulk
expressing what seemed to be quali-
fied support for the idea as long as
owners had the option of opting out
of having their homes designated—
or, as Mayor Glover, put it, letting
owners “opt in” to such a designa-
tion.

Several owners expressed outright
opposition to the proposal, with the
owner of the historic DeCamp House
on Raritan Road calling it “totally
un-American.”

The owner of the Rhode Island
House at 1100 Clarks Lane said his
opposition was based on “fundamen-
tal property rights.”

The owner of the Levi Frazee House
at 1461 Martine Avenue asked that a
provision be included in any ordi-
nance allowing for emergency cir-
cumstances such as repairing a seri-
ous roof leak immediately—rather
than having to go through the bu-
reaucratic permit process.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Westfield School Tax Jumps,
Budget Passes $106 MM

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Taxes would in-
crease about $194 per average home
under a “tight” budget presented at
Tuesday’s school board meeting by
district Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan, who acknowledged the
$2.2-million hike in operating ex-
penses would push spending past
$100 million for the first time.

The total budget, including debt
payments, would climb to $106.1
million, but the operating expenses
would increase to $100.6 million,
Ms. Sullivan said. The operating ex-
penses exceed the state-restricted 2-
percent cap, but fall within the limit
when district expenses for health in-
surance are taken into account.

Although the increase in health
insurance costs has been halved this
year through December, to about 5.7
percent due to the decision to self
insure, it still exceeds 2 percent, al-
lowing the district to discount it from
the cap calculation.

The three biggest increases were
for salaries ($881,903), health insur-
ance ($839,687) and special educa-
tion ($363,236), while several other
areas of the budget dropped by a
combined $144,204.

“It’s a tight budget,” Ms. Sullivan
said. “There’s not a lot of flexibility.”

Ms. Sullivan was referring in par-
ticular to the special-education por-
tion, which she said had been in-
creased just under 5 percent.

“We’re probably stretching it a bit,
because tuition costs do go up as
much as 7 percent,” she said.

Board Chairwoman Gretchan
Ohlig renewed her desire to see the
state enact a waiver for special edu-

cation so it would be isolated from
the 2-percent cap restriction.

“We could really benefit from a
waiver,” she said.

It was the second straight meeting
the budget was presented to the board,
which received a preliminary brief-
ing in a separate workshop session on
February 16.

A vote to tentatively adopt the bud-
get is scheduled for the board’s next
meeting on Tuesday, March 15. It
will then go to the county
superintendent’s office for approval
and return to the board for a formal
hearing on Tuesday, April 26, before
final approval.

The board also tabled a request
from the Westfield Soccer Associa-
tion (WSA) to allow it to use Kehler
Stadium with temporary lights. The
move came after Ms. Ohlig revealed
that the board had received a letter
from Warren attorney Robert Simon
representing the “Kehler Neighbor-
hood Preservation Association.”
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Raritan Valley Rail Coalition
To Meet March 7 in Westfield

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Republican Lawmaker Seeks to
Lower NJ Drinking Age to 18
Assemblyman Michael Patrick

Carroll (R-25th, Morris Plains) has
introduced legislation that would
lower New Jersey’s drinking age from
21 to 18, nj.com has reported.

The lawmaker reasons that if 18-
year-olds are old enough to serve in the
military they are of age to drink alcohol.

“If you’re old enough to hoist an
M4 and shoot a terrorist, you’re old
enough to hoist a beer,” Mr. Carroll
told NJ Advance Media.

According to the article, any state
that reduces its drinking age below
21 would lose millions of dollars in
federal highway funds. That 1984
federal law was sponsored by the late
New Jersey U.S. Senator Frank
Lautenberg (D). State Senate Presi-
dent Stephen Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester) said he does not think
lowering the drinking is a good idea.

Sweeney, Prieto to Sponsor Bill
To Raise Min. Wage to $10.10
Senate President Steve Sweeney

(D-3rd, Gloucester) and Assembly
Speaker Vincent Prieto (D-32nd,
Secaucus) have announced that they
would sponsor legislation raising the
minimum wage to $10.10 in New
Jersey, with annual increases to push
the hourly minimum to at least $15
over five years, according to a press
release posted on the New Jersey
Senate Majority Office website.

The legislative leaders vowed to pass
legislation to increase the wage by one
dollar plus the rate of inflation each
year following the initial increase until
the minimum tops $15. Senate Presi-
dent Sweeney and Assembly Speaker
Prieto said if Republican Governor
Chris Christie refuses to sign the legis-
lation they would go to the voters with
a proposed constitutional amendment
to enact the same plan.

Senate Passes Kean Ethics
Reform Legislation

The New Jersey Senate has passed
legislation sponsored by Senate Mi-
nority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) to strengthen local gov-
ernment accountability and ethics,
in part, by transferring oversight at
the municipal and county levels to
the State Ethics Commission.

Sen. Kean’s legislation strength-
ens local government accountability
by transferring oversight to the State
Ethics Commission.

“New Jersey municipal and county
officials must be more accountable to
the people, as they control 15 billion
taxpayer dollars each year,” Sen. Kean
said. “This overdue measure holds lo-

cal representatives to the highest and
most efficient ethical standards. With-
out it, absent or fragmented oversight
will continue to be a recipe for local
government to violate the public trust.”

Christie Again Taps Bauman to
Sit on NJ Supreme Court

Governor Chris Christie on Mon-
day once again nominated Monmouth
County Judge David Bauman, a fel-
low Republican, to the state Supreme
Court, according to media reports.
Judge Bauman’s nomination four
years ago ended without a Senate
confirmation hearing. Judge Bauman
was the first Asian-American nomi-
nated to the state Supreme Court when
Governor Christie tapped him in 2012.
If confirmed, he would bring the
makeup of New Jersey’s highest court
to four Republicans, two Democrats,
and one independent.

The Governor has blamed state Sen-
ate Democrats for the vacancy. “This
has been an absolute stonewalling by
the Senate,” he said.

The Governor’s nomination comes
after the sudden vacancy on the U.S.
Supreme Court following the death
of conservative Justice Antonin
Scalia. President Obama, a Demo-
crat, has said he plans to nominate a
replacement for Judge Scalia, but
Senate Republicans, which hold the
majority, have said they will not
entertain any nominees until after
the election.

"The only way I will consider a
Christie nominee is if the governor
preserves judicial independence by
submitting a Democrat for the court,"
Senate President Steve Sweeney (D-
3rd, Gloucester) said, citing the “70-
year tradition of partisan balance
and judicial independence" of the
court.

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) responded:
“One elected official should not sac-
rifice the safety and health of chil-
dren and families to continue his po-
litical vendetta. This Senate Presi-
dent has obstructed justice by block-
ing qualified justices to fill years-old
New Jersey Superior Court and Su-
preme Court vacancies. This unprec-
edented disservice to the people must
stop now.”

Robert  Lougy Appointed
As  Acting AttorneyGeneral

Governor Chris Christie has ap-
pointed Robert Lougy of Cranbury
as acting state attorney general, suc-
ceeding John J. Hoffman effective
March 14. Mr. Lougy currently
serves as first assistant attorney gen-
eral.

Bramnick Calls for
TSA ‘Civility’ Training

TRENTON – Asm. Jon Bramnick
(R-21, Westfield) has called for some
security screening agents at Newark
Airport to undergo “civility” training
after witnessing interactions with the
public.

“I have noticed that some of the
TSA agents at Newark Airport are
becoming more and more frustrated
with their job and, as a result, are
being rude to passengers,” Asm.
Bramnick said in a release on Febru-
ary 22. “Agents at other airports across
the country perform their jobs with-
out demonstrating their frustration
with their employment.

“Some agents appear to ‘bark’ at
the travelers. This ‘barking’ reflects
poorly on our state and region and
needs to stop. If you don’t like your
job and you are frustrated working
with the public, find a job that fits
your personality. TSA agents are the
front line for security, but they are
also the face of New Jersey. It is time
for further training for agents who
can’t get it right.”

Webber Bill Would Cap
Tuition Hikes at 4 Percent

TRENTON — Legislation (A-552)
sponsored by Assemblyman Jay
Webber (R-26th, Parsippany)  to help
decrease student debt by capping resi-
dent college tuition increases at 4 per-
cent annually has won the Assembly’s
Higher Education Committee approval.

“Student debt is driven in large part
by high tuition rates, and New Jersey
charges its in-state students the fourth-
highest tuition and fees in the coun-
try,” said Asm. Webber. “It’s damag-
ing to individuals and our economy.
It forces college graduates who should
be joining the adult world back into
their childhood bedrooms. For gradu-
ates who are lucky enough to find a
job, that debt load pressures them
into short-term employment decisions
driven by paying off debt rather than
long-term career development.

 “Mountainous debt also discour-
ages entrepreneurship and risk-tak-
ing by some of our brightest, most
energetic residents, often best situ-
ated to take the smart risks so produc-
tive for themselves and the rest of
society,” he continued.

According to one recent study, 70
percent of New Jersey college stu-
dents graduated with debt in 2014,
the fourth-highest percentage of any
state in the nation. Each graduate
averaged more than $29,000 in debt.
That average has increased by over
40 percent since 2004.

Mr. Webber suggests New Jersey
universities follow the example of
Purdue University. It not only froze
tuition for the last four school years,
but also cut costs by combining some
administrative jobs, reducing food
service expenses and partnering with
Amazon on the price of textbooks.

“Freezing tuition and cutting costs
in higher education can work — the
results for Rutgers’ Big 10 sister

school prove it,” Asm. Webber said.
“At Purdue, students get a top-notch
education while faculty merit bonuses
have increased. New Jersey’s univer-
sities can and should follow suit. This
legislation helps get us there.”

According to U.S. News and World
Report, Purdue has the country’s best
agricultural and biological engineer-
ing program, the sixth best aeronau-
tical and civil engineering programs
and the eighth best industrial and
mechanical engineering programs. In
addition, Princeton Review named
Purdue one of the best value colleges
in the nation.

WESTFIELD — The Raritan Val-
ley Rail Coalition will host its second
meeting of 2016 on Monday, March
7 at 8:30 a.m. in the Town of Westfield
council chambers. The main focus of
the meeting will be to highlight the
coalition’s efforts to engage legisla-
tive districts along the rail line to
support NJ Transit to complete a cost
analysis and determine how much it
will cost to operate increased one-
seat ride service on the Raritan Valley
Line (RVL).

The meeting will feature a legisla-

tor who will discuss the importance of
legislative support for one-seat ride
service on the RVL. The meeting will
also provide updates on the Trans
Hudson tunnels, the state’s Transporta-
tion Trust Fund, the NEC Future Study
and website and social media updates.

NEC Future is a comprehensive
planning effort to define, evaluate,
and prioritize future investments in
the Northeast Corridor (NEC) from
Washington, D.C. to Boston. It was
launched by the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration in February of 2012.

Man Gets Jail for Stealing
Millions From Employers

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — A Ber-
keley Heights man has been sentenced
to six years in state prison for stealing
more than $4 million from his Eliza-
beth-based employer over the course
of nearly a decade, acting Union
County Prosecutor Grace H. Park
announced Friday.

Albert Thomson, 54, was sentenced
Friday before state Superior Court
Judge Frederic McDaniel. Thomson
was arrested in March 2014 follow-
ing a prolonged Elizabeth Police De-
partment investigation that ultimately
revealed a pattern of theft from New
England Motor Freight, a large truck-
ing company, and two related com-
panies, Eastern Freightways Inc. and
Carrier Industries Inc., according to
Union County Assistant Prosecutor
Robert Vanderstreet, who prosecuted
the case.

Part of Thomson’s duties previ-

ously involved registering many of
the companies’ thousands of vehicles
in the various states where they oper-
ate, Mr. Vanderstreet explained.

Yet at various times from 2005
through 2013, Thomson would put in
registration requests for vehicles that
had already been registered, then
pocket or spend the checks cut by his
employers to cover the costs.
Thomson ultimately used the misap-
propriated funds to purchase a
Mercedes-Benz, to rent a residence
at the Jersey Shore, to provide him-
self with a personal trainer, and to
pay credit-card bills, among other
things.

The prosecutor’s office worked
closely with cooperating New En-
gland Freight Company officials dur-
ing the investigation to uncover the
scope of the theft and bring the de-
fendant to justice.

Shackamaxon Country Club Fetes
Centennial With  Speakers Series

SCOTCH PLAINS —
Shackamaxon Country Club is cel-
ebrating its 100th year of operation
with a variety of events, including a
speakers series beginning this month
and culminating with a gala in October.

The centennial celebration will
begin Friday, March 4 with the
“Shackamaxon Speaker Series” fea-
turing Phil Young, a historian spe-
cializing in A.W. Tillinghast who
designed the club’s 18-hole layout in
addition to famed courses such as
Baltusrol, Winged Foot and Bethpage.

Other speakers will include former
aide to President Bill Clinton and
now political commentator, Dick
Morris, on Wednesday, April 27,
which is open to the public.

The club also will host the Centen-
nial Invitational tournament on Mon-
day, May 23 and the New Jersey State
Golf Association’s Senior Amateur
Championship August 2 to 3.

The gala will be held Saturday,
October 8. Shackamaxon officially
opened on September 2, 1916 with
Cyril Walker as the club’s resident
golf professional.

Mr. Walker would go on to win the
1924 U.S. Open. Other resident pros
have included original PGA of
America Hall of Fame inductee
Bobby Cruickshank.

The club, which was created from
farmland purchased by American
Type Founders Company President

Robert W. Nelson in 1908, is tout-
ing that its memberships have tripled
to near capacity five years after fac-
ing financial hardship and being pur-
chased by the RDC Golf Group.

More information on the club’s
centennial events can be found at its
website www.shackamaxoncc.com
or by calling (908) 233-1300.

Lawmaker Wants to
Increase Penalties For
Attacks On Officials
TRENTON – Assemblyman Dave

Rible (R-30th, Wall Twp,) will intro-
duce legislation that would increase
penalties against those who assault a
sports official. The bill would upgrade
an assault on a sports official to aggra-
vated assault which is punishable by
up to 18 months in prison, a fine of up
to $10,000, or both. Currently, an as-
sault on a sports official is a simple
assault which is considered a disor-
derly persons offense.

If the victim suffered seriously
bodily injury, the assault would be
considered a crime of the third de-
gree which is punishable by three to
five years in prison, a fine of up to
$15,000, or both.

  Under current law, it is a crime of
the fourth degree to commit simple
assault in the presence of a child under
16 at a school or community-spon-
sored youth sports event.
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The Westfield Memorial Library Presents  

“A W.A.S.P. Takes Wing” 
Learn about the Women Air Force Service Pilots of 

World War II through the Eyes of NJ Pilot Ann B. Carl  
Wednesday, March 9 at 7:00 pm 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 

  
 

Sign up online at www.wmlnj.org 
and click on the Calendar link, or 
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During World War II, more than one 

thousand women volunteers completed 

the Women Air Force Service Pilots 

military pilot training program. They 

endured terrible Texas weather, snakes, 

spiders and scorpions, as well as the 

hostility of some male instructors. 

Thirty-eight of them died serving their 

country.  

Carol Simon Levin tells the story of the amazing WASPs 

through the eyes of Ann Baumgartner Carl, the Jersey girl 

who trained as a WASP, became the only American 

woman to test-fly experimental planes during the war, 

and the first American woman to fly a jet airplane! 

 

AFP Has ‘Grave Concerns’
About Alternative Energy Proposal

TRENTON – Americans for Pros-
perity (AFP) has expressed “grave
concerns” for New Jersey families
and the state’s economy if the state
adopts legislation which would dra-
matically increase New Jersey’s reli-
ance on alternative energy in the fu-
ture.

The measure, Senate bill S-1707,
taken up Monday by the Senate Envi-
ronment and Energy Committee,
would mandate that 80 percent of
New Jersey’s energy mix come from
sources such as wind turbines and
solar panels by the year 2050.

“Far too many New Jersey fami-
lies are already living paycheck to
paycheck and a draconian 80 per-
cent renewable energy mandate will
just be crushing,” asserted AFP
spokesman Mike Proto who testi-
fied against the measure. “A dou-
bling of U.S. reliance on solar and
wind over the past five years, up
from 2.3 percent to 5.0 percent, is
directly responsible for a staggering
34 percent increase in residential
electricity prices. And this is despite
natural gas prices falling 60 percent
during that time.”
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20th St. Pat’s Parade Slated
For Saturday, March 12

UNION — Nineteen years after
the first Union County St. Patrick’s
Day Parade stepped off on Morris
Avenue the tradition continues on
Saturday, March 12 at 1 p.m.

This year’s Grand Marshal, Frank
McGovern of Cranford, will lead the
march of bagpipe and high school bands,
local police and fire department units,
veterans groups and many more organi-
zations through the center of Union.

“I am excited to be a part of this
parade and all that it stands for year
after year. This parade is about tradi-
tion and family,” Mr. McGovern said.
“It’s a great day for the Irish and
Union County.”

Mr. McGovern has been involved
with the Union County St. Patrick’s
Day Parade for more than 17 years,
serving as the parade’s 2005 general
chairman. He has also served the
parade as chairman of the Investi-
ture Mass and Parade Day Mass,
financial secretary, chairman of the
St. Patrick’s Honor Guard, parade
announcer and, most recently, chair-
man of the Board of Trustees. This
year’s parade is dedicated to the chil-
dren of Irish heritage.

The parade has grown from draw-
ing 10,000 spectators during its inau-
gural run in 1997 to more than 40,000
on-lookers in recent years.

According to Parade Adjutant Jes-
sica Cunningham, the 2016 parade
will feature high school marching
bands from Union and Roselle Park
and many bagpipe bands including
the Union County Police and Fire
Pipes and Drums and the St.
Columcille United Gaelic Pipe Band.

Also marching will be Fourth Degree
color guards from the Knights of
Columbus, non-profit units, local
police and fire departments and the
Garden State Ceili Club float.

 A Mass will be celebrated at St.
Patrick’s Roman Catholic Church in
Elizabeth at 9 a.m. to begin the day
followed by a welcoming reception in
the church hall. St. Patrick’s Church is
located at 215 Court Street in
Elizabeth.Festivities kick off at noon at
the reviewing stand located at the cor-
ner of Morris and Stuyvesant Avenues
in Union Center with a welcome from
parade officials, traditional Irish music
and Irish step-dancing. The one-mile
parade will begin at 1 p.m. at Com-
merce Avenue and Morris Avenue, pro-
ceeding east on Morris Avenue to Union
Center and south onto Stuyvesant Av-
enue, ending at Roosevelt Avenue.

The parade will feature a Kids Zone
with inflatable rides at Stuyvesant
and Morris Avenues, walk-around
entertainers and activities.

Among the organizations making
up the Union County St. Patrick’s
Day Parade Committee are: The John
Cryan Association, Irish-American
Society of Union, the Friendly Sons
of St. Patrick Union County, Joseph
Nugent Sr. Association, Kenilworth
Veterans Center/VFW 2230, Ancient
Order of Hibernians of Rahway,
Union County Emerald Society,
Union County Irish-American Asso-
ciation, St. Helen’s Ronan Catholic
Church in Westfield, Molly Maguire’s
Pub and the Blackthorn Pub.

For more information, visit
www.unioncountystpatricksdayparade.com.

Bill to Monitor Police
Hiring Clears Panel

TRENTON – A bill that would re-
quire every state, county and local law
enforcement agency to establish a
“minority recruitment and selection
program” cleared the New Jersey
Assembly’s law and public safety com-
mittee on February 22nd.

The measure, which has four pri-
mary sponsors — all Democrats —
and one co-sponsor, Asw. Annette
Quijano (D-20th, Elizabeth), would
“ensure that the agencies reflect the
diversity of the populations they serve,”
a release by Assembly Democrats said.

The programs would: “set goals
for recruiting and hiring minorities
and women within a specified time
frame, describe methods for evaluat-
ing whether these goals have been
met and establish corrective action to
be taken if goals are unmet,” the
release said.

Under the bill, county prosecutors
would monitor programs established
by county and municipal agencies,

and the state attorney general would
monitor programs established by the
state police and other state law en-
forcement agencies. The attorney
general would report annually to the
governor and the legislature regard-
ing the programs and also publish a
summary of the report online.

The bill also would set annual re-
porting requirements concerning the
overall diversity of law enforcement
agencies. Each state, county and mu-
nicipal agency would be required to
report on the age, gender, race and
ethnicity of: officers currently ap-
pointed to the law enforcement
agency, officers promoted within the
agency in the previous year, appli-
cants appointed to the agency in the
previous year and all applicants for a
position with the agency in the previ-
ous year.

Agencies also would be required
to report the reasons for denying ap-
plicants an appointment.

Lance Visits Verizon to
Talk 21st Century Tech

21st CENTURY TECH...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-NJ7th) is shown with and
Verizon Executive Tim Stevens. right, at the Verizon briefing center in Basking
Ridge. The congressman toured Verizon and hosted a town hall meeting with
employees to discuss 21st century technology and how public policy is helping
empower private technology companies to innovate.

BASKING RIDGE — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-NJ7th) recently
toured Verizon in Basking Ridge
and hosted a town hall meeting
with employees to discuss 21st
century technology and how pub-
lic policy is helping empower pri-
vate technology companies to in-
novate.

“Millions of jobs and countless
opportunities depend on the reliable
and high-speed digital economy. We
need the technological infrastructure
to support residences and businesses
that have multiple wireless devices.
That’s why we took action in con-
gress to turn over more space for
private companies to build smarter
networks, enabling faster service and
better consumer experiences,” said
Mr. Lance, a member of the Energy
and Commerce Subcommittee on
Communications and Technology in
the U.S. House.

The congressman specifically touted
the work of the Subcommittee on Com-
munications and Technology which
championed freeing up much-needed
spectrum — the virtual highways by
which Internet, phone and data infor-
mation flows. The Federal Spectrum
Incentive Act encouraged government
agencies to relocate from certain spec-
trum bands and allow private compa-
nies to bid on the additional spectrum
for commercial use. The result has
been twofold: the revenue from the
spectrum auction has been tens of
billions for the federal treasury and
the additional broadband has boosted
the speed and reliability of the Internet
for millions of consumers.

Mr. Lance also talked about this
consumer protection measure, the
Anti-Spoofing Act.

“I hear from constituents all the
time about being bombarded with
calls from scammers who have
‘spoofed’ their phone numbers to look
like a local call or like a state or
federal agency, in order to scam them
out of personal and financial infor-
mation. I need your help in cracking
down on these bad actors,” Mr. Lance
asked the Verizon staff.

Last year, Mr. Lance’s bill picked
up the support of Somerset County
Sheriff Frank Provenzano after
scammers cloned the phone number
of the Somerset County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and impersonated the sheriff’s
staff in an effort to steal residents’
personal information.

Mr. Lance has hosted dozens of
business tours and town halls to hear
directly from industry leaders what
tools they need from government to
grow and create jobs.

Birdwatchers to Gather For
Annual Woodstock Walk Event

COUNTY – Bird watchers are in-
vited to gather at Lenape Park on
Tuesday evenings, March 15 and
March 22, for the annual Woodcock
Walk event. The Woodcock Walk is
sponsored by the Union County De-
partment of Parks and Recreation.

The American Woodcock is known
for the distinctive buzzy “peent” calls
and mesmerizing airborne dances of
the male. This year’s Woodcock Walk
will be at Lenape Park in Cranford.
Both events start at 6:15 p.m. Attend-
ees should bring flashlights. Both
events are free and open to adults and
children age 10 and up with an adult.
Pre-registration is required by

emailing bkelly@ucnj.org. Partici-
pants will gather at the old trap and
skeet range field house by the parking
lot, at the main entrance of Lenape Park
off Kenilworth Boulevard in Cranford.

Each Woodcock Walk will begin
with a brief presentation hosted by
birding experts Evelyn Morton and
Pete Axelrod. Members of the Friends
of Lenape Park will also be on hand.

For more information, call (908)
527-4900 or visit ucnj.org/parks.
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Classes Offered for
Administering Narcan
COUNTY – Union County, in part-

nership with JSAS Healthcare, Inc.
and the non-profit organization Pre-
vention Links, is offering a free, con-
fidential training class on adminis-
tering the drug Narcan.

Narcan, also known as naloxone,
is the antidote administered to save
someone who has overdosed on
heroin or other opioids. Union County
residents can attend either of the fol-
lowing two sessions:

Monday, March 21, starting
promptly at 6 p.m. at the Union
County Engineering Building, first
floor, 2325 South Avenue in Scotch
Plains, and Monday, April 18, start-
ing at 6 p.m. at the Raymond Lesniak
ESH Recovery High School at Kean
University Campus School West,
1000 Morris Avenue in Union.

The Narcan training session is open
to anyone who is in an at-risk situation
in their family or circle of friends for
an overdose. All eligible participants
will receive a free Narcan (naloxone)
kit and free information and linkage to
substance abuse treatment resources.

For more information, please con-
tact Nasrene Mondol, the Union
County Alliance coordinator, at (908)
527-4852 or nmondol@ucnj.org.

NJBPU OKs Incentives
For Energy Efficiency

TRENTON – The New Jersey
Board of Public Utilities (NJBPU)
has approved $5.3 million in total
incentives that make possible the to-
tal investment of $13.4 million in
energy efficiency improvements by
six separate entities.

The incentives, provided through
New Jersey’s Clean Energy Program
(NJCEP), will make possible equip-
ment upgrades that will result in
energy, operations and maintenance
cost savings for the participating
businesses and state agency.

NJ Transit was approved for
$928,880 in NJCEP incentives
through the Large Energy Users
Program. The $1.2-million project
is expected to result in 3.4 mega-
watt hours in annual electricity sav-
ings. Combined with expected op-
erational and maintenance savings,
NJ Transit will save $386,062 per
year as a result of the energy-effi-
ciency improvements.

Eickhoff Supermarkets, Inc. and
Village Supermarkets, Inc. will each
receive $900,000 through the Com-
bined Heat and Power and Fuel Cells
Program for the installation of 450-
kilowatt co-generation units at the
ShopRite grocery stores in Hainesport
and Springfield, respectively. Heat
recovered from the co-generation
units will be rerouted to provide space
heating and domestic hot water as
well as to power absorption chillers
that will cool the grocery stores’ re-
frigeration equipment.

The ShopRite co-generation units
are expected to produce 7.2 mwh of
electricity and yield $310,502 in cost
savings annually. Further benefits in-
clude the ability for ShopRite to sup-
ply their own heat and electricity in
the event of a power outage.

New Jersey American Water will
receive $532,333 in incentives through
the Large Energy Users Program.
NJCEP incentives will cover 45 per-
cent of the $1.2 million cost to install
high-efficiency water pumps, to retro-
fit existing pumps with variable fre-
quency drives, and to apply heat-re-
sistant protective coating on pump
casings. The upgrades will be installed
at four American Water pumping sta-
tions across New Jersey, saving the
company $220,851 per year.

For more information on how to
participate, visit the NJCEP website
at www.njcleanenergy.com/CI or
contact a NJCEP representative at
866-NJSMART.

See more gov. news
on Pages 19-20
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Useful Information
It is all there at

www.goleader.com/help
The Leader/Times
website provides robust
features  to assist you.
Do you want to find out if
your honor roll has been
published? Do you want
to view Recent Home
Sales, search past edi-
tions? Need help?

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help

Why Won’t Hillary
Release Transcripts?
Why won’t Hillary Clinton release

the transcripts from her Wall Street
speaking engagements? Why won’t
editorial boards demand their release?
Is it because they are betting that after
Super Tuesday, it won’t matter and
their favored candidate will be safely
on the way to the Democratic nomi-
nation? Shame on The Star-Ledger.

Keith Firestone
Westfield

President Obama Should Do His Job,
Nominate Supreme Court Candidate

Fortunate To Have
These Firefighters

About a week ago, we experienced
a minor electrical issue in our hot
water heater, which required the re-
sponse of the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment. I want to commend these
firefighters for their professionalism,
courtesy and helpfulness.

We are fortunate to have such first
responders, along with our police
and rescue\EMT personnel in the
community.

Rabbi Doug Sagal
Temple Emanu-El

I disagree with the recent editorial
in The Westfield Leader stating that
the Senate should not vote on any
nominee for the justice of Supreme
Court until after the November gen-
eral election of a new president of the
United States. This proposal is hog-
wash, and is only slightly better that
the Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell’s proposal to do nothing
re a Supreme Court justice nominee
in order to wait for the next president
to take office in February 2017 and
then nominate a new Supreme Court
justice.

The US Constitution is clear on
what should happen now in order to
fill the missing Supreme Court jus-
tice position. The US Constitution
states that the U.S. President “shall
nominate, and by and with the Ad-
vice and Consent of the Senate, shall
appoint Ambassadors, other public
Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the
supreme Court”. There is no state-

ment about waiting for a new presi-
dent to nominate and appoint the
person to fill an empty Supreme Court
position.

President Obama should do his job
and nominate a candidate for the
Supreme Court position and the U.S.
Senate should do their job, which is
to provide Advice and Consent. The
U.S. Senate should hold hearings on
the nominee and should vote to ac-
cept or reject the nominee in a timely
manner.

It is clear that many citizens on
both the left and the right are getting
sick and tired of watching our elected
politicians ignore their constitution-
ally mandated duties. The U.S. Su-
preme Court is too important to be
left idling for 12 months because the
U.S. Senate would rather sit on their
hands than do their job.

Walter Korfmacher
Westfield

GOP Councilman Mathieu Attacked in
DEM Prelude to Garwood Re-election
Garwood residents have found it

curious to see Councilman Jim
Mathieu stating that he was, “proud
to be a puppet of such great
Councilpersons as Ileen and Joe,” on
the February 18th Garwood Republi-
can Facebook page. After more than
five years on the council, Council-
man Mathieu owns the notion of be-
ing a puppet. It is rather interesting
that the chairman of the Republican
Party needs to play follow the leader,
“following” two new, newly elected
council people. This begs the ques-
tion - What is Jim Mathieu’s indi-
vidual value as an elected official?
What has he done for the citizens of
Garwood in the past half a decade?

Anyone who has attended a coun-
cil meeting since 2011 or watched
one on YouTube can see that Mr.
Mathieu does not work well with
others and has brought more nega-
tive attention to Garwood than posi-
tive. He was personally named in a
lawsuit by a borough employee,
which cost the taxpayers $34,000.
UNICO stormed a meeting last year
in response to his distasteful letter to
the editor, which offended that Ital-
ian-American organization and oth-
ers.

When getting in a heated exchange
from the dais with one of Garwood’s
long-time senior citizen volunteers,
who spoke during public comment,
Mr. Mathieu disrespectfully pro-
claimed in 2015 that it was “his job to
argue.” His misinterpretation of the
role of an elected official is clear by
his actions. Elected officials should

debate respectfully and work together
for the overall betterment of the bor-
ough and its citizens. Is it really nec-
essary to re-elect this official to con-
tinue promoting discord for the sake
of controversy?

What has Mr. Mathieu done to bet-
ter the Garwood community in the
past five-plus years? He proudly voted
no to every budget that funds all the
services residents have come to ex-
pect and deserve. He said during his
2013 campaign that he would not
vote for a budget until Garwood did a
better job at shared services. As re-
ported in the October 25, 2013  Clark-
Garwood Patch, he campaigned that,
“the borough should investigate any
other opportunity for sharing includ-
ing trash pickup, the DPW, courts
and dispatching.” This shows Mr.
Mathieu’s willingness to merge the
entire Garwood DPW in 2013. Yet
his unbridled audacity to have a “sud-
den change of heart” last year when it
came to sharing one administrative
position and sharing equipment at a
significant savings, which will be seen
in this year’s budget. Who is the real
Mr. Mathieu? When will his posi-
tions flip flop again? When will he
lead? Perhaps it will depend on the
positions of the two newest
councilmembers who are apparently
his puppeteers. Does anyone see Jim
Mathieu’s inherent contradictions?
Garwood residents should look very
closely at Mr. Mathieu’s voting
record, his behavior at public meet-
ings, and his public statements be-
fore considering him for a third term.
Political stunts for the sake of attract-
ing negative attention isn’t leader-
ship and does not serve the public
interest of Garwood.

Paul Nieves
Garwood

Former DEM Councilman Chides
Garwood GOP Councilpersons

Mathieu Republicans are trying to
turn Garwood Council meetings into
a magic show with two acts. The first
act is advancing the thought that their
“compromise” on their trumped up
health care issue is the proper way to
proceed. The second is the fantasy
that compromise is possible.
Garwood residents should not be
fooled. Neither illusion is reality. And
they should not be.

Our borough administrator advised
Garwood residents that current state
law simply does not allow for their
desired action – stripping a sitting
councilman of his health care ben-
efits – to proceed. Our borough attor-
ney has researched this matter and in
a 1/25/16 letter stated, “I am unable
to state that the borough may elimi-
nate such benefits.” Furthermore, he
wrote, “continued coverage is re-
quired.” The previous borough attor-
ney, who was appointed by a Repub-
lican mayor, also gave the same legal
opinion.

Councilman Petruzzelli is the only
one empowered by state law who can
alter receipt of his health benefits, as
it is a “personal” choice. Republican
Council Candidate Tina Simitz
pointed this out at the October 22,
2014 “The Pointe” debate. Council-
man Petruzzelli said at the last coun-
cil meeting that he “will not be bul-
lied into” anything on this subject.
Council members cannot force a de-
cision to make him waive his rights or
pay more than the law allows.

Whether or not any of us believe
that elected officials should receive
municipal health benefits, I believe –
after reviewing state law and two

attorney opinions – that removing
health benefits from a sitting council
member is illegal and opens up the
borough to another Republican led –
and taxpayer funded – lawsuit which
the boro simply cannot win. Voting
against the legal advice of attorneys
who are hired to work for Garwood
citizens sets a terrible precedent for a
governing body. One that our insur-
ance company has already advised
they will NOT support.

I believe that council needs to move
and focus on the real issues confront-
ing us. Council members should be
working hard to make the sure the
budget is tight, that the savings from
last year’s shared-services decision
appear in the 2016 budget, (and not
in attorney fees) that services remain
high, and that our infrastructure is
maintained. At the February 9  coun-
cil meeting, Councilwoman Todisco
floated the idea of undertaking South
Avenue curb work as there is little to
no curb left in many areas, and Union
County simply does not do curb work
along their roads, thereby making the
boro responsible. She supported the
borough engineer’s recommendation
to apply for milling and paving Cen-
ter Street, as it has not been improved
in 35 years. Council members
Mathieu, Cuccaro, and Sarno sat quiet
on the issue of road improvements.
Where is their focus? And why is it
always so personal? Are they work-
ing for Garwood residents or the
Garwood Republican Party campaign
platform?

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Local Historical Societies Present
Exciting Volunteer Opportunities

What comes to mind when you hear a mention of
your local historical society? Do you think of it
simply as a repository of the distant past? A group
dedicated to archiving antique books, journals and/
or artifacts? Well, take a closer look. While these
elements certainly are an important part of the
overall mission of such organizations, our local
historical societies and like-minded groups offer
their members and the community so much more.

Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Cranford,
Mountainside and Clark are among those towns with
highly active historical societies and other historic
preservation groups. Collectively, these organiza-
tions present a regular schedule of programs, for all
ages, designed to bring the area’s history to life and
make it exciting.

These programs, sometimes led by costumed do-
cents and often including re-creation of customs,
daily routines and events of earlier eras, lift history
“off the page” and make it an interactive experience.
This can be an especially appealing way to introduce
history to children, both supplementing and comple-
menting what they learn at school.

Some examples of such programs are the Sunday

events offered from September through June at
Westfield’s Miller-Cory House Museum, the
Westfield Historical Society’s annual AppleFest
celebration, and the society’s regular schedule of
activities throughout the year. Local historical soci-
eties also present various programs at the Osborn
Cannonball House Museum in Scotch Plains; the
Fanwood Museum at the borough’s historic train
station; the Crane-Phillips House Museum in
Cranford and at the Deacon Andrew Hetfield House
in Mountainside.

Other organizations dedicated to maintaining area
residents’ ties with their past include the Genealogi-
cal Society of the West Fields and local chapters of
the Sons of the American Revolution and Daughters
of the American Revolution.

All of these groups always welcome new mem-
bers and volunteers, and we encourage residents to
check out these rewarding opportunities. Special
talents certainly enhance the experience for both the
volunteer and his or her audience, but we believe the
most important criteria is an interest in local history
and the desire to share it with others in the commu-
nity.

Hospitals Face Local Challenges
To ‘Non-Profit’ Status

It used to be, a century or more ago, the Catholics,
other religions, philanthropists and charities built
hospitals, often in poor or rural areas, to care for the
sick and injured among the less fortunate. Their
clinics and the like were paid for by what the patients
could afford — and charity.

That was in the days before health insurance and
before the medical industry became nearly one-fifth
of the U.S. economy.

According to the World Bank, the United States at
17.1 percent trails only Tuvalu (try to find on a map
in the South Pacific)  at 19.7 percent in money spent
as a percentage of gross domestic product on health
care.

It’s an easy leader among industrialized nations
with the Netherlands in second place at 12.9 percent.

As the American economy transitioned to more
and more people being covered by insurance, and
therefore their ability to pay for the services they
received increased, there was less need for the small,
independent, charitable facilities.

People, even the lesser fortunate, demanded more
and better services, and the local hospital became
harder pressed to compete.

While keeping some influence, many sold or
merged their operations with bigger “health net-
works” to provide those better and demanded ser-
vices — which some consider a right.

Yet, the “health networks” maintained their non-
profit status.

Now, as local governments search every nook and

cranny to find revenue, they’re looking at hospitals
and their profitable status as a money source in
property taxes.

The philanthropic work they do is so intertwined
with, and in many cases subservient to, the profit-
able aspects of their operation, it’s hard to separate.

It’s that way in at least the case of Morristown
Medical Center — owned by Atlantic Health Sys-
tems, according to New Jersey Tax Court Judge Vito
Bianco.

He ruled in June that the hospital is liable for tax
on most of its 40-acre complex from between 2006
and 2008.

Since then, the New Jersey Hospital Association
has said it knows of at least 12 municipalities that are
seeking “omitted assessments” from prior years,
including Summit challenging Overlook and Rahway
challenging Robert Wood Johnson University Hos-
pital.

As property taxes increase steadily in New Jersey,
and public officials come under more demands to
lessen that impact, it’s not surprising this is a result.

While not arguing there is no charitable work
being done, it’s clear there is a lot less. And if other
corporations and homeowners are being taxed in-
creasingly, why is the medical industry exempt?

And when more people are taxed, the louder is the
cry for “Whoa!” And that can’t necessarily be a bad
thing. Tax everyone. Eliminate non-profits. It is the
only way to end this property tax debacle because
then everyone will fight together to end the tyranny.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Bruce Bergen, chair
bbergen@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

(Your subscription Renewal Date
and Customer ID are printed on

your mailing label.)
www.goleader.com/

subscribe

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rousant – In heraldry, designating a

bird, rising as if preparing to fly
2. Trollop – An untidy or dirty woman
3. Acrisy – Condition in which no right

judgment can be formed
4. Queme – To please

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TRICHOGENOUS
1. Producing hair
2. Introversion of the edge of the eye-

lid or of any similar structure
3. Abnormal fear of childbirth
4. Producing three offspring

LOKE
1. The seed pod of legumes
2. A green vegetable pigment
3. Private road or lane
4. A given site or location

PALUDISM
1. Characterized by an ashy, white

complexion
2. Acting like a heroic champion; in a

knightly fashion
3. Malaria
4. Acting indiscreetly; carelessly

POLDER
1. Lowland reclaimed from a lake or

sea by means of high embankments
2. A phantom, ghost or vision
3. A flying squirrel
4. Given to be argumentative or dis-

agreeable

See more letters on page 5
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Taxes Make Staying In NJ or
In Scotch Plains Non-Sustainable

The media has recently had several
depressing articles describing the
extreme cost of living in New Jersey.
It was mentioned that between 2005
and 2014 some two million people
packed their bags and bank accounts
and departed NJ. The Business and
Industry Association indicated that
this cost NJ an estimated $18 billion
in income, some 75,000 jobs, and
$11.4 billion in economic activity.
This departing of the state was attrib-
uted to the estate and inheritance tax.
From my experience these are not the
taxes people talk about once they
leave or are thinking about leaving.

The concern is our sky high prop-
erty taxes, second in the nation. The
County of Union is in the top 10 of
highly taxed counties in the nation as
well. In addition, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood is number 151 out of 565
municipalities which had property
tax increases in 2015 (3.41 percent
increase).

Nice going freeholders, you could
not do any better in making Union
County a county that many cannot or
want to afford to live in.

There is a small group that is im-
mune to these costs because they are
shoveling taxpayer money into their
pocketbooks. Here are a few ex-
amples:

In Union County, disgraced As-
semblywoman Stender, fell out of
favor of her party, due to trying to get
her shore house rebuilt by Habitat for
Humanity after Hurricane Sandy.
Then she was given a $90,000 a year
job as deputy director and project
manager of the Union County Im-
provement Authority by the county’s
Democrat chairman, Assemblyman
Green.

Then there was the job created for
Fanwood’s Mayor Mahr who re-
ceived an $81,456 per year as head of
Union County Division of Strategic
Planning and Intergovernmental Re-
lations.

Our town is not immune to this
funding the lifestyle of the politically
connected, when our mayor hired a
sitting freeholder for $145,000 as
township manager, who had no expe-
rience in the position — was done
possibly without any interview cycle

of other candidates, which may have
included veterans. You decide if this
was only to pump more tax dollars
into the party’s bank.

There appears to be an individual
hired to possibly be the assistant to
this manager, for $75,000. We can’t
seem to find out, since Mayor Glover
refused to answer questions regard-
ing the person’s salary, position or
experience. This means that we pay,
and we are not entitled to know what
we are paying for.

In the near future, we can expect
another county “needy person” to be
hired as a new police director and one
possibly as a parks and grounds su-
pervisor or the like. One could expect
these positions to pay $150,000 a
year or so and be decided behind
closed doors with some on the coun-
cil and the public in the dark. The
only thing we will have to do is pro-
vide the funding.

In fact, when I questioned the
manager’s assistant in December,
shortly thereafter my family may have
been subject to retaliation for my
questions.

This all leads to the conclusion that
staying in NJ or, in fact Scotch Plains,
is a non-sustainable nor a defensible
position. This yields, as the father of
our country George Washington did
many of times during our revolution,
to execute a tactical retreat when vic-
tory could not be assured.

We are confronted with a situation
that cannot be won and will proceed
to get worse, once the Democrats in
Trenton get to raise the gasoline tax,
pay off their public worker/
supporter’s pension and medical ben-
efits, install a minimum wage and
remove of the porous property tax
cap. At some point in time, selling
one’s house may become difficult in
finding buyers that can afford tens of
thousands of dollars in property taxes.
Saying that it is better to retreat early,
because if government sees that their
revenues may drop with a lot of fore-
closed homes, they no doubt will try
to get their money from those that
they can and that would be the ones
still here. Presently only the “exit
tax” exists, but I have no doubt that
will expand.

Many have decided and many will
decide to relocate to avoid NJ taxes,
the worst being property taxes. The
answer is yes, a tactical retreat is
warranted for many.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Racism Distortionism Is A National
Poison which Needs to Be Confronted
Unsubstantiated accusations of rac-

ism against blacks are now common
place. The gadfly philosopher,
Voltaire, demanded that people de-
fine their terms before discussing
them. So let’s take his advice and first
attempt to define race which is, of
course, necessary in order to define
racism. Here goes: Race is a popula-
tion characterized by distinctive
physical and cultural traits such as
found in whites, Hispanics, blacks
and Asians. Racism is when a group
considers itself substantially supe-
rior to others, particularly in matters
of intelligence and culture, and takes
significant advantage of and sup-
presses them. The history of black
America, as well as other minority
groups such as the Irish and Italians,
fits this definition.

For blacks, the Civil Rights move-
ment has more than remedied this
situation. Blacks are now given pref-
erences over whites by universities
and hiring by business and govern-
ment sectors. Black politicians, en-
tertainers and professionals are ex-
ponentially blossoming. Advertise-
ments on television and newspapers
are replete with images of blacks.
Blacks have become a dynamic cul-
tural, economic and political market-
ing force which is very American.
So, by definition and operationally,
national black racism does not exist.
A debate, anyone?

So then, what’s fueling such
claims? Why does a single local event
of a white policeman fatally shooting
a black male magically mutate into
national racism accusations? It’s part
of a much broader explosive move-
ment which, interestingly enough
unlike diversity and equality, lacks a
name and definition, both of which
are essential to understand and con-
front it. So let’s do it. The name? How

about “Distortionism?” It’s the broad,
pervasive national distortion of truth
which runs roughshod over dispas-
sionate, reasonable analysis. Ex-
amples of distortionism include the
evils of water boarding and bacon.

Its components are multiple, tightly
intertwined and dynamically syner-
gistic primarily focusing on a single
distorted message such as racism
where even many highly intelligent
people of good will embrace obvious
blatant falsehoods. For example, the
Obama administration is hell bent on
finding racism where it doesn’t exist.
In fact, it fuels it by generating legiti-
mate anger and even hatred. And let’s
not fool ourselves. The major ma-
nipulative perpetrators and benefac-
tors of distortionism - they are every-
where - are motivated by the natural
human characteristics of power, rec-
ognition, money and self-deception,
the latter being necessary for a good
night’s sleep. For example, the media
major distortion is it makes tons of
money trumpeting the Ferguson story
instead of dismissing it as a local
random event of little national im-
port, which it is. Politicians also play
the race card for personal gain. Hi-
lary Clinton, concerned about the
black vote, claims we are a nation of
“systemic racism” which is an in-
flammatory misrepresentation of the
truth.

I well remember when Jack Kemp,
an unquestionable statesman of good-
will, proposed tax incentives to cor-
porations to locate in the ghettoes
which would establish jobs and ac-
companying social benefits. Black
leaders remained puzzlingly silent.
When Bill Cosby - Stop! We are all
Manichean! – urged black parents to
bring their young into America’s
mainstream, he was soundly criti-
cized by black leaders. (The last time
we met he was visibly depressed by
this vituperative backlash.) Recently,
Bill O’Reilly, seconded by the fair-
minded black liberal, Juan Williams,
courageously gave hell to the major
black community leaders to elimi-
nate the ghetto culture. What hap-
pened? The black leaders remained
silent.

So then; what’s the story? Eric
Hoffer, the longshoreman philoso-
pher, wrote, “Every great cause be-
gins as movement, becomes a busi-
ness and eventually deteriorates into
a racket.”

Racism distortionism is a national
poison which needs to be confronted.
The question is, “Who will step to the
plate?”

Stephen DeFelice
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

The Partners of 

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC 

congratulate 

Jon Bramnick 

Certified Civil Trial Attorney, 

on receiving 

The James J. McLaughlin Award. 

The award is presented 

by the 

New Jersey State Bar Association 

to the lawyer who demonstrates 

civility, legal competence and 

professionalism in the practice of civil trial law. 

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC 

1827 East Second Street 

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

(908) 322-7000 

www.jonbramnick.com 

Lowering New Jersey’s Drinking
Age Back to 18 Not A Good Idea

A New Jersey lawmaker made head-
lines last week by proposing to lower
New Jersey’s legal age to drink alcohol
from 21 to 18. The law has been on the
books since 1983.

Assemblyman Michael Carroll intro-
duced his legislation, Assembly bill 3210,
on February 22nd. He has reasoned that if
a person is old enough to serve in the
armed forces as well as marry at 18, he
should be able to drink alcohol.

The bill would amend current law
which list 18 also as the age when a New
Jersey resident can have the “right to
contract, sue, be sued and defend civil
actions, apply for and be appointed to
public employment, apply for and be
granted a license or authority to engage in
a business or profession subject to state
regulation, serve on juries, marry, adopt
children, attend and participate in horse
race meetings and parimutuel betting (a
betting system in which all bets of a
particular type are placed together in a
pool); taxes ... and other legalized games
and gaming... act as an incorporator, reg-
istered agent or director of a corporation,
consent to medical and surgical treat-
ment, execute a will, and to inherit, pur-
chase, mortgage or otherwise encumber
and convey real and personal property.”

The late U.S. Senator Frank Lautenberg
from New Jersey authored federal legis-
lation connecting a state’s legal age to
drink with receipt of federal highway
funds. States that lower the age to under
21 will lose millions of dollars in high-
way funds through a 10 percent reduction
of the state’s federal highway apportion-
ment. That law was signed in 1984 by
President Ronald Reagan.

According to Mr. Carroll’s legislation,

since 1988 all 50 states and DC have had
the legal age of 21 to consume and pur-
chase alcoholic beverages.

State Senate President Steve Sweeney
(D-3rd, Gloucester) has said he does not
support the state legislation and, reading
between the lines, he will not be positing
Mr. Carroll’s legislation for a vote.

In our view, this is not good legislation
as the number of people killed by drunk
drivers was higher when 18-year-olds
were able to drink.

According to Mothers Against Drunk
Driving (MADD), 21 was set as the legal
drinking age “based on decades of re-
search proving that young people react
differently to alcohol. Teens get drunk
twice as fast as adults, but have more
trouble knowing when to stop. Teens
naturally overdo it and binge more often
than adults.” A spokesman for MADD
told an ABC affiliate that the 21 drinking
age saves 800 lives a year nationally.

Reducing the age in New Jersey would
likely result in more DWI deaths and
impact surrounding states as those under
21 would cross the New York border into
New Jersey to buy alcohol thus increas-
ing the risk of DWI deaths on roadways
from those headed back to New York.

If there is an injustice on drunk driving
laws it is not the legal age, but instead the
federal law forcing states to have 21 as
the drinking age or lose millions of dol-
lars in highway funds. We have enough
information to base state drinking laws
on without interference from the Feds.

New Jersey’s drinking age was low-
ered to 18 in 1973 before being raised to
19 in 1980 and to 21 in 1982.

Lowering the age to 18 didn’t work in
the 1970s and it won’t work now.

Reader Is Grateful for Removal
Of Signs Along Diamond Hill Road

Every weekday morning hundreds of
commuters cross U.S. 22 at Scotch Plains
and poke along New Providence/Dia-
mond Hill Road (a.k.a. County Highway
655), which slices through Watchung
Reservation on the way to Interstate 78
East. Unlike many other nearby crowded
roads, it’s a visually pleasant drive. In the
fall, the reservation’s red, green, yellow
and brown leaves offer a late-season fire-
works display that helps drivers release
some of the tension of their a.m. rush. In
winter, scenes of white- and gray-
splotched trunks of sycamores, the white-
yellow leaves stubbornly clinging to
beech trees, and icicle formations or a
speeding stream and frothy waterfall of-
fer calming balms for impatient commut-
ers creeping toward I-78.

But throughout last fall and this win-
ter, drivers’ views were blocked and
marred by clusters of distracting signs
nailed to utility poles hawking cash for
junky cars, fast loans, Brazilian martial
arts, and nearly 20 signs for a self-pro-
claimed “Handyman.” In mid-February,
I counted about 40 of those ugly signs
littering a mere three-quarter-mile stretch,
often three or four to a pole.

Then, around February 22, we were

blessed with visual salvation — almost
all the signs vanished! I don’t know whom
to thank. The Union County Department
of Public Works? The utility company
that owns the poles? A vigilante? Who-
ever you are, I appreciate your good
deed, and hope you also get rid of the
three or four signs remaining along the
route.

I also hope that Union County, and/or
the utility company, will remove those
signs when they inevitably reappear, and
prosecute those who post them.

It astonished me that many signs fla-
grantly displayed the local phone ex-
changes 908 and 732, making it easy to
identify and charge the vandals who
posted them. If current laws do not al-
ready provide for sufficiently high penal-
ties to make it worthwhile to prosecute
these scoundrels, I urge the county to
raise fines to levels where the costs of
pursuing them will exceed expenses.

Let’s not allow one of the most scenic
routes in our area degenerate again into
something matching the trashy clutter of
U.S. 22.

Marc Grobman
Fanwood

NJ Gas Prices Drop
REGION — The national average price

of gas has increased for six consecutive
days for the first time since early Novem-
ber, though drivers continue to enjoy
relatively low prices at the pump. Gas
prices have climbed by four cents per
gallon versus one week ago and are likely
to continue to rise.

In New Jersey, however, the average
price of gas has fallen. AAA’s February
29 survey of prices in New Jersey finds a
gallon of regular gas averaging $1.56, 19
cents lower than the national average and
two cents lower than last week. One year
ago, the average price in New Jersey was
65 cents higher at $2.21. Locally, motor-
ists in Essex, Morris and Union counties
are paying an average of $1.61 for a
gallon of regular gas, down one cent from
last week, 12 cents from one month ago
and 62 cents from one year ago.

FREE SHIPPING
SUBSCRIBE
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GIVE A CHEER...The Westfield PAL Elite Cheer Team earned top marks at the
Little Vikings Cheer Competition held at Parsippany-Troy Hills High School
February 20. Comprised of 21 girls in grades 5 to 8, the team took center stage
with a routine that included a combination of dance, tumbling and high-flying
stunts, resulting in a second-place finish in the 8th and under large group division.
“I am immensely proud of this team,” said Coach Dianne Kopolow, who reported
the girls worked for months to perfect their routine. The team hopes to cap off
their season with another strong finish at their final competition this Saturday,
March 5, at the Gotta Cheer Competition in Elizabeth.

Westfield Area Y Announces
Annual Achievers Banquet

Donald Jones

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Y, in collaboration with the
Plainfield Area YMCA, will host the
18th Annual Achievers Banquet on
Friday, March 11, from 7 to 11 p.m. It
will take place at The Westwood, lo-
cated at 438 North Av-
enue, Garwood.

Former NFL foot-
ball player and kid-
ney disease survivor
Donald Jones will be
the keynote speaker.
Mr. Jones will share
his personal journey
of growing up in the
inner city of
Plainfield, N.J., and
playing in the Na-
tional Football
League for the Buf-
falo Bills and the New
England Patriots. He
is an entrepreneur,
motivational speaker,
author and a kidney
transplant survivor. He has written
“The Next Quarter: Scoring Against
Kidney Disease.”

Mr. Jones is a national spokesper-
son for the Kidney Foundation and a
board member for the IGA Nephr-
opathy Foundation of America. He
also will host a book signing. Books
can be purchased in advance at
DonaldJones.info or at the event.

The evening will include dinner
and a Tricky Tray, with items donated
by Lord & Taylor, New York Jets,
Plainfield Symphony, Avon, Pruden-
tial Center, New York Broadway
Tours and the Somerset Patriots. The
Union County Freeholders also will
recognize the 2016 High School

Graduates as well as returning Alumni
Achievers.

The Westfield Area Y Achievers
program began 18 years ago and
matches youth with achieving Afri-
can-American and other minority pro-

fessionals as role mod-
els. The goal is to raise
the academic standards
of young people, expose
students to diverse ca-
reer options and inspire
them to reach their
goals. Achievers also
participate in commu-
nity service activities,
celebrate their history,
culture and traditions,
and receive college prep
tutoring and essay as-
sistance.

The Achievers pro-
gram is funded in large
part by the Annual
Banquet. Funds raised
by the banquet go di-

rectly to the program, enabling youth
to participate for little or no cost,
and benefits the college scholarship
fund. The Connell Company has pro-
vided generous support of this event,
the Achievers program and the schol-
arship fund.

To register for the banquet and/or
purchase an ad in the Ad Journal online,
visit westfieldynj.org/programs/lead-
ership-development/achievers.

Further information is available
by contacting Janice A. Carthens at
(908) 233-2700, extension no. 227,
or jcarthens@westfieldynj.org, or
Nadya Lawrence at (908) 233-2700,
extension no. 412, or
nlawrence@westfieldynj.org.

‘Hit the Roof’ to Perform
At Westfield Library

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present the
band “Hit the Roof,” a keyboardist
and drummer duo, this Saturday,
March 5, at 2 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

Hit the Roof reinvigorates old
songs with a new twist. Keyboardist
Matt and his brother, drummer
Albert, play a bit of ragtime-stride,
swing and boogie-woogie. They
sample rock ‘n roll and New Or-
leans-style piano, which has roots
steeped in boogie-woogie, gospel,
classical and funk.

Matt plays the piano and keyboard.
He writes the melodies, lyrics, and
produces. Born into a family with
rich musical traditions, Matt learned
to appreciate quality music. At an
early age, he began writing his own
music to bring all of the best elements
of yesterday’s music styles together.

After being trained in the classical
fashion, which he found “confining,”
Matt began exploring Americana,
immersing himself in the world of
blues, funk, soul and country. How-
ever, he has never fully been able to
escape his classical roots. He occa-
sionally writes contemporary classi-

cal pieces, or garnishes a blues piece
with a classical influence. Matt de-
scribes this combination of classical
music and the blues as a “door opener
to the genre of progressive rock.”

The drummer, Albert, also has
broad musical abilities. He loves
transitioning from one rhythmic style
to another, all within the same piece.
Under the study of well-known drum
educator and clinician Jim Toscano,
Albert has been exposed to an array
of rhythmic patterns, which he uses
to accommodate Matt’s melodies and
songs. He has been featured in a
number of national television com-
mercials, including a spot for
JCPenney, in which he displayed his
rudimentary drumming skills.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Satur-
day; and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit the library’s website at
wmlnj.org and sign up for the monthly
e-newsletter, “Library Loop,” or stop
by the library for a copy of its award-
winning, quarterly newsletter, “Take
Note.”

MUSICAL DUO...The band “Hit the Roof,” featuring brothers Matt, left, and
Albert, will perform at the Westfield Memorial Library this Saturday, March 5,
at 2 p.m. The library is located at 550 East Broad Street.

Cranford Students
Holding Food Drive

CRANFORD — The Cranford High
School InterAct Club and the EarlyAct
Clubs of Orange Avenue and Hillside
Avenue Schools currently are holding
a canned food drive, through Thurs-
day, March 24, to collect donations
for the New Jersey FoodBank in Hill-
side. Donations will be delivered when
the Cranford Rotary visits the food
bank on Saturday, March 26.

There are three collection box lo-
cations. One is in the lobby at
Cranford High School, and there is
one each in the lobby of the Orange
Avenue and Hillside Avenue Middle
Schools, respectively.

College Woman’s Club Seeks
2016 Scholarship Applicants

WESTFIELD — Young women
planning to attend a four-year col-
lege in Fall 2016 are invited to ap-
ply to the College Woman’s Club
(CWC) of Westfield’s annual schol-
arship award program.

Eligible applicants must have
maintained residency in Westfield
for at least one year prior to apply-
ing. Two-year grants will be awarded
to selected students graduating from
high school in June and beginning
studies at a four-year college this
coming fall; current undergraduates
can apply for a one-year grant.

Last year, the College Woman’s
Club of Westfield awarded $54,500
in scholarship money to seven out-
standing young women from
Westfield from the Class of 2015.
The recipients, pursuing a range of
studies from nursing to education
and more, were selected based on
financial need, academic achieve-
ment and community service.

Eileen Fox, scholarship chairper-
son for the club, encourages all
eligible students to apply. “We are
pleased to continue the mission
which the CWC founders set in
1917; our scholarship program
seeks to help deserving young
women in the community realize
their dream of achieving a college
education.”

Applications are available elec-
tronically on the Westfield High
School website, accessible via

westfieldnjk12.org, on the Coun-
seling Department page. All parts
of the application must be returned
in completed form by Wednesday,
March 16, 2016, at 3 p.m., to the
secretary in the Counseling Depart-
ment at Westfield High School.
Westfield students currently en-
rolled in private or parochial high
schools also are encouraged to ap-
ply. For more information, contact
Eileen Fox at eofoxnew@msn.com.

Funds for the scholarships come
from annual donations and legacy
gifts from CWC members. To learn
how to join and support the College
Woman’s Club, contact
cwc.westfield@gmail.com.

K-9 Resorts Secures
Multi-Million-Dollar Investment
FANWOOD, N.J. – Industry lead-

ing dog boarding facility partners
with Navigator Partners, LLC to
fuel franchise expansion through-
out the country.

With an increased focus on the
comfort, health and care of man’s
best friend, K-9 Resorts Daycare &
Luxury Hotel (K-9 Resorts), the
award-winning daycare and luxury
boarding franchise system for dogs,
has partnered with private equity firm
Navigator Partners, LLC for a multi-
million-dollar investment to fuel the
brand’s expansion.

“Navigator Partners is extremely
excited to announce our investment
and partnership with K-9 Resorts
because we have a focus on the fran-
chising industry and consider the pet
industry to be one of the fastest-
growing unbranded franchise seg-
ments today,” said Bill Stewart, Man-
aging Partner of Navigator Partners,

LLC. “We are excited to partner with
the Parkers in building K-9 Resorts
as it is the leading franchise system in
the luxury pet boarding and daycare
business, so we believe this is an
excellent investment opportunity. We
have a truly long-term investment
time horizon because we do not in-
vest out of a structured fund; thus we
are looking forward to a partnership
with the Parkers and K-9 Resorts
much longer than that of a typical
investment fund’s three- to five-year
time horizon.”

New Jersey-based Navigator Part-
ners, LLC’s principals are investors in
several major, successful, franchise
systems including Smashburger and
FirstLight HomeCare Franchising,
LLC. Navigator Partners, LLC looks
forward to partnering with the Parkers
to accelerate the growth of the K-9
Resorts franchise system through its
investment, significant minority own-
ership and active participation on the
board of directors. Co-Founders
Steven and Jason Parker will retain
majority ownership of the company
and will control the day-to-day opera-
tions; they will also retain 100-per-
cent ownership and control of the flag-
ship location in Fanwood, N.J.

K-9 Resorts was represented
throughout the deal by the law firm
Greenberg Dauber Epstein and
Tucker, and Fox Rothschild repre-
sented Navigator Partners, LLC.

“We’ve spent the last five years es-
tablishing the K-9 Resorts brand as a
franchise, awarding and opening lo-
cations and perfecting our system,”
said Jason Parker, Co-Founder and
Co-CEO of K-9 Resorts. “That’s why
we couldn’t be happier to announce
our partnership with Navigator Part-
ners, LLC so we can now grow quickly
across the country. Our well-defined
system and commitment to making
our franchisees successful is ideal for
the growing pet industry marketplace.”

K-9 Resorts is currently the num-
ber one rated boarding facility in
New Jersey and rated in the top three
in the country. Leveraging its
founders’ 17 years of experience in
the pet care industry, the brand has an
impressive track record of customer
service and pet pampering.

K-9 Resorts is also excited to an-
nounce that their long-time franchise
consultant and franchise industry ex-
pert, Steve Beagelman, will become a
partner in connection with this deal.
Mr. Beagelman, Founder of SMB
Franchise Advisors, helped launch K-
9 Resorts into franchising in 2011.

“K-9 Resorts has grown into a brand
with unlimited potential,” commented
Mr. Beagelman. “I am confident that
with Navigator Partners’ support, the
next chapter for K-9 will certainly be
a successful one. I’ve seen and worked
with hundreds of franchise brands
during my tenure in the franchise
industry, and the K-9 opportunity for

potential franchisees really stands out
as they continue to develop.”

Now, the brand’s founders have
their sights set outside the Garden
State, with plans to open 80 new
locations over the next five years,
happily housing hundreds of thou-
sands of happy dogs.

“There’s an immense amount of
development potential in the pet ser-
vices industry, and we’re primed to
capitalize on the accelerated market
growth,” said Steven Parker, K-9
Resorts Co-Founder and Co-CEO
with his brother Jason. “We wanted
to grow the right way and have proven
that our franchisees can be success-
ful being a part of the premier dog
boarding hotel in the industry.”

About K-9 Resorts Daycare &
Luxury Hotel Franchise System: K-9
Resorts Daycare & Luxury Hotel is
an award-winning, number one-rated
pet care facility and franchise sys-

tem. K-9 Resorts has been rated num-
ber one by numerous publications
and other rankings of dog care facili-
ties. K-9 Resorts was founded in 2005
by brothers Steven and Jason Parker
in Fanwood, N.J. When in their early
teens, their parents denied them a
dog of their own, so the entrepre-
neurial pair opened a professional
pet-sitting business to prove they were
not only willing, but ready to care for
a dog. That business not only became
a highly profitable enterprise that they
sold for a six-figure sum in 2006, that
revenue became the expansion fuel
for their burgeoning K-9 Resorts busi-
ness and franchise system. The fran-
chise system is the leader in luxury
pet care with locations throughout
the East Coast of the United States.
K-9 Resorts has been featured on Fox
News, CNN, CNBC, The Wall Street
Journal, and Forbes. To learn more
about K-9 Resorts Daycare & Luxury
Hotel and potential franchise oppor-
tunities, visit the company’s website,
www.k9resorts.com.

About Navigator Partners, LLC:
Navigator Partners was founded

in 1999 as a private equity firm
dedicated to partnering with top-
quality entrepreneurs to build lead-
ing businesses in their industry.
The firm has a track record of suc-
cessful long-term private equity
investments with a focus on the
franchising industry. Navigator’s
principals were investors in Com-
fort Keepers Franchising, Inc., a
leading senior care franchise sys-
tem. They served on the board of
directors of Comfort Keepers as it
grew to over 500 franchised units
with franchisees in the United
States,  Europe,  and Asia.
Navigator’s principals personally
partnered with FirstLight’s man-
agement in founding the business
with a multi-decade view towards
building a leading franchise sys-
tem which now has well over 100
franchisees and is growing at 70
percent annually. The principals
are dedicated to being long-term
partners with management, pro-
viding growth equity as well as
organizing and investing in acqui-
sitions or recapitalizations of suc-
cessful businesses. More informa-
tion about Navigator is available
on the fi rm’s website:
www.navigatorpartners.com.

PARTNERS AND PAL...Jason D. Parker, “Rocky” and Steven E. Parker.

Getting Divorced? Make Sure
You Ask the Right Questions

Mariella Foley

Someone recently asked me to pro-
vide the names of a few divorce law-
yers for her to consider. I gladly pro-
vided her with the names of three
reputable lawyers whom I know well.
After thanking me for the referrals
she asked, “What should I look for? I
don’t know anything about hiring a
divorce lawyer – I’ve never done this
before!”

We have all been in the situation of
hiring some kind of professional for
the first time. Perhaps it was a CPA
when you finally stopped preparing
your own income
taxes, or a general con-
tractor for an upcom-
ing home renovation.
In each of these situa-
tions, you need to
know the right ques-
tions to ask. Selecting
the right lawyer for you
can be one of the most
important decisions
you make in the di-
vorce process.

When deciding
which lawyer to
choose, people have
different priorities.
Some focus on finding someone with
the ideal expertise, or someone who
they will connect with personally,
while others focus on managing the
overall legal costs. Keep in mind that
there are several items to consider in
your decision.

1. Gender/Personality – Do you
have strong feelings for/against work-
ing with a male/female based on prior
life experiences? Will you be able to
open up and confide in this attorney
in the months to come?

2. Experience – How long have
they been practicing family law? How
many cases have they handled? How
many of those cases went to trial?
What is the experience level of each
person on the team?

3. Expertise – Some options for
divorce settlement methods include
collaboration, mediation and litiga-
tion. Is the lawyer experienced or
trained in the specific divorce method
you are pursuing? Do they only spe-
cialize in one method? Can they pro-
vide guidance on the best method for
you? Do they have expertise in a
specific client profile?

4. Process – What is the role of
everyone on the team? What work
will be done by the lead attorney
versus another team member? Is ev-
eryone on the team involved through-
out the whole process? When are
they available to speak and when
should you contact someone else?
How often are they out of the office in
court? Will you be kept informed of
all developments? Will you have in-
put regarding strategy in your case?

5. Location – Unless you choose to
pay for their travel time, chances are

that you will most likely meet at their
office. Is their office location conve-
nient for you? Are they equipped for
“virtual meetings” or conference calls
when necessary?

6. Fees – What is the hourly billing
rate for each person on the team? Do
they charge for travel time, photo-
copies, overnight packages, etc.?
What other out-of-pocket expenses
would be reimbursable by you? How
much of a retainer is required? How
often are you billed once the retainer
is depleted?

You should also ask
if they have any per-
sonal feelings or opin-
ions on your case that
would affect their abil-
ity to represent you. Do
they foresee any poten-
tial problems given your
specific circumstances?
Be sure to read any writ-
ten agreement com-
pletely before signing.
If you are so inclined,
you may wish to have
your personal lawyer re-
view the agreement to
provide feedback.

In the many months to come, you
will need to establish an open and
trusting relationship with whomever
you choose to represent you. You will
discuss very personal information as
well as detailed financial informa-
tion that isn’t usually shared with
many. In any advisory relationship –
whether it is an attorney, a CPA or a
Wealth Advisor – if you don’t have a
strong sense of trust then you should
be in the market looking for a new
one. Asking all these questions early
in the process can assist in establish-
ing this trust and reduce the likeli-
hood of miscommunication, which
will allow more time for working on
your case.

Mariella Foley is a Wealth Man-
ager with Round Table Wealth Man-
agement in Westfield, N.J. and is a
CFP® practitioner as well as a Cer-
tified Divorce Financial Analyst
(CDFA). Her focus is working with
women who are experiencing a life
transition due to divorce or death of
a spouse. She was recognized as one
of New Jersey’s Five Star Wealth
Managers for 2016. This award is
given to New Jersey Wealth Advi-
sors based on criteria such as cre-
dentials, experience, and numbers
of client families serviced, client
retention rates, and assets under
management as well as overall per-
formance and client satisfaction. For
additional information, please con-
tact Mariella at
Mariella@roundtablewealth.com or
(908) 374-2570.
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Westfield Library to Feature
Coloring, Accounting Basics

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will continue to
offer the popular “Coloring for Adults”
Tuesday workshops on March 8, April
12 and May 10, from 10 a.m. to noon.
Additionally, the library is featuring a
new “Accounting Basics Demystified,
Class Parts I and II” on Wednesday,
March 9, and Thursday, April 7, from
1 to 4 p.m. The library is located at 550
East Broad Street.

The coloring workshops offer
adults a few unhurried hours to spend
with a coloring book, accompanied
by tea and coffee. The library pro-
vides the books, which have abstract,
intricate and geometric designs, as
well as pens and crayons.

“Accounting Basics Demystified,
Parts I and II,” are for those who are
frightened by accounting terminol-
ogy or new to the concepts of ac-
counting and finance. Participants
will become familiar with the termi-
nology and basics so that they will be
able to understand financial state-
ments and the accounting process,
and how to read an annual report and
to apply and interpret ratios.

“Accounting Basics” will be taught
by Karen Camden, a frequent speaker
at the library who gives computer
classes and workshops on organizing,

repurposing, kitchen gardens and sew-
ing. She is the president of Camden
Associates, a consulting firm that pro-
vides services in communications and
people skills, organizational assess-
ments and clutter control.

These programs are free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. In-
terested persons are asked to check
the Westfield Memorial Library
website, wmlnj.org, to see if their
library participates. Registration is
not required for the coloring work-
shops; participants may simply drop
in. To register for “Accounting Ba-
sics,” visit wmlnj.org and click on
the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, option 0.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Satur-
day; and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”
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Mr. Dietterick to Perform
At Festival of Organists

Wayne Dietterick

SCOTCH PLAINS AREA —
Wayne Dietterick, organist and
choirmaster at the All Saints’ Epis-
copal Church in Scotch Plains, will
perform on Sunday,
March 13, at 3 p.m., at
the Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church in
Plainfield. He will be
among the participants
in the Festival of Or-
ganists Crescent Con-
certs series. “The Thrill
of the Chase” is the title
of the concert, which
will feature four promi-
nent organists.

Mr. Dietterick’s con-
tribution will include
two thrilling pieces by
the French composer Jean Langlais
that will be heard to good effect on
the Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church’s Adams organ. As a marked
contrast, Mr. Dietterick also will
play Samuel Barber’s haunting
“Adagio for Strings” in an organ
transcription by William Strickland.

Beyond his work as an organist/
choirmaster, Mr. Dietterick also is a
composer of more than 170 organ and
choral works that have been performed
by choirs internationally. In 2008, his
arrangement of the hymn “God, Be-
yond All Praising” was the closing
work for Susquehanna University’s

Masterworks Chorus and Orchestra’s
performance at Carnegie Hall. Addi-
tionally, he is composer in residence,
assistant conductor and a member of

the Caritas Chamber Cho-
rale based in Far Hills, N.J.

Joining Mr. Dietterick for
“The Thrill of the Chase”
concert will be three other
renowned organists: Rick
Morgan, director of music
and organist at St. John on
the Mountain in
Bernardsville; Andrew
Moore, organist and choir-
master at Christ Church in
Short Hills, and Kevin Graf,
organ scholar at the Calvary
Episcopal Church in Sum-
mit.

Tickets for the Crescent Concerts
presentation of the Festival of Organ-
ists may be purchased at the door on
the day of the performance or are
available during normal business hours
at the Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church office. The church is located
at 716 Watchung Avenue, Plainfield.

For more information about this
and other upcoming concerts, call
(908) 756-2468 or visit
crescentconcerts.org/. Tickets are
$20 for general admission, $15 for
senior citizens and $5 for students.
Ample free, secure parking is avail-
able for concertgoers.

Lavy House Event to Look
At Jobs For Age 55-Plus

WESTFIELD — An informational
program entitled “Job and Volunteer
Opportunities for People 55+” will
take place on Tuesday, March 15,
beginning at 11:30 a.m., at The Se-
nior Resource Center at The Lavy
House, located at 748 East Broad
Street, Westfield.

The presentation, by Sheri
Brown, Jewish Family Service of
Central New Jersey (JFSCNJ) ca-
reer specialist, and Nathalie Garcia,
project coordinator with JFS RSVP
(Retired and Senior Volunteer Pro-
gram) of Union County, is part of a
series of programs that are free and
open to the entire community at
The Senior Resource Center at The
Lavy House. A light lunch will be
served. Registration is recom-
mended if planning to attend. For
more information, contact Maris
Chavenson at (908) 352-8375 or
mchavenson@jfscentralnj.org.

“According to the U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics, 20 percent of Ameri-
cans 55 years and older will be work-
ing by 2016 and nearly 70 percent of
workers who have not yet retired
plan to work well into the traditional
retirement years,” said Ms. Brown.

A career coach who focuses on
job-search skills and strategies, Ms.
Brown uses her knowledge of re-
cruitment and human resources to
help job seekers navigate the cur-
rent job market.

The event also will feature a pre-
sentation about volunteer opportu-
nities available in and around the
Union County community via the
Retired and Senior Volunteer Pro-
gram through JFSCNJ.

According to Ms. Garcia, “many

people who are 55-plus want a pro-
ductive outlet for their spare time
even if they are semi-retired or
working part-time. The RSVP pro-
gram offers flexible volunteer op-
portunities in various placement
areas such as food pantries, tutor-
ing, visiting the elderly, serving
meals at Congregate Nutrition sites
and opportunities to recruit and
manage other volunteers.”

The Senior Resource Center at The
Lavy House is a joint venture be-
tween The Westfield United Fund
and Temple Emanu-El of Westfield.
Through a grant from the Jewish
Community Foundation of Greater
MetroWest NJ, Jewish Family Ser-
vice of Central New Jersey provides
programming and the services of Ms.
Chavenson, a Licensed Social
Worker, each Tuesday. Programs are
free of charge and open to the entire
community. The Lavy House is open
Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Members of the community
are welcome to drop in during those
hours, or to call the center at (908)
389-1263 to speak with a volunteer.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
March 14, 2016 in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeal
for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance relief from
requirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.

Karim & Kelley Schultz, 725 Marcellus
Drive. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct a second story addition contrary
to sections 11.09E7 and 11.09E13 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires
a minimum rear yard setback of 35 feet.
Proposed is 31 feet, 8 inches. Ordinance
allows a maximum continuous wall length
adjacent to a side yard of 25 feet. Pro-
posed is 26 feet.

Bill Wilkins (WGW1, LLC) 318
Marlboro Street. Applicant is seeking
approval to demolish the existing structure
and construct a new home and to retain the
existing non-conforming detached two car
garage contrary to sections 11.09E5,
11.09E6, 11.09E10 (per section 12.04F1),
11.09E10 (per section 12.04F3) and
13.01G1a of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum street side
yard setback of 20 feet. Proposed is 14.82
feet. Ordinance requires a minimum side
yard setback of 10 feet. Proposed is 5.67
feet. Ordinance allows a maximum build-
ing coverage of 20%. Proposed is 25.5%.
Ordinance allows a maximum building
coverage with a front porch of 24%. Pro-
posed is 26.9%. Ordinance requires a mini-
mum side yard setback of 10 feet for a
garage greater than 500 sq feet in area.
Existing and proposed is 3 feet. Ordinance
requires a rear yard setback for a garage
greater than 500 square feet in area of 10
feet. Existing and proposed is 3.15 feet.

Michael Mahoney, 1100 Boulevard.
Applicant is seeking minor subdivision ap-
proval with conditional use and bulk vari-
ance relief. Applicant proposes to subdi-
vide the property into three lots, maintain
the existing church on one lot and create
two new lots for the construction of a new
single-family home on each lot. Applicant
is seeking, for lot 1.01, variance relief from
sections 11.06E9, 11.06E10 (per 12.04F1)
and 18.08B of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance allows a maximum Floor Area
Ratio of 20%. Proposed is 23.2% / 10,192
square feet. Ordinance allows a maximum

building coverage of 10.0%. Proposed is
11.9% / 43,520 square feet. Ordinance
requires a minimum lot area of 75,000
square feet. Proposed is 43,520 square
feet.

Westfield Prime Properties, LLC, 560
Cumberland Street. Applicant is seeking
approval to construct a new two-family
home and detached garage contrary to
sections 11.12E1b, 11.12E2b, 11.12E2b
and 11.12E3b of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum lot area of
8.000 square feet. Proposed is 7,850
square feet. Ordinance requires a mini-
mum lot area within 134 feet of 8,000
square feet. Proposed is 6,700 square
feet. Ordinance requires a minimum lot
width of 60 feet. Proposed is 50 feet. Ordi-
nance requires a minimum lot frontage of
60 feet. Proposed is 50 feet.

Peter Brooks, 901 Summit Avenue.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct a
new home incorporating a portion of the
existing structure and new one and two
story additions contrary to sections 11.09E5,
11.09E6, and 11.07E8 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a front yard
setback of 49.37 feet. Proposed is 45.68
feet. Ordinance requires a side yard set-
back of 10 feet. Proposed is 3.7 feet. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum story height of 2.5
stories. Proposed is 3 stories.

Mary Jackson, 708 Austin Street.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct
a two –story addition contrary to sections
11.09E6, 11.09E7, 11.09E9 (12.04E),
11.09E10 (12.04F1), 11.09E13 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance requires a side
yard setback of 10 feet. Proposed is 7.10
feet. Ordinance requires a rear yard set-
back of 35 feet. Proposed is 34.51 feet.
Ordinance allows a maximum floor area
ratio of 37%. Proposed is 38.7%. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum building cover-
age of 20%. Proposed is 21%. Ordinance
allows a maximum continuous wall length
adjacent to a side yard of 25 feet. Pro-
posed is 43.5 feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen Nemeth
Board Secretary

1 T - 3/3/16, The Leader Fee: $99.96

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-02

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ARTICLE I (CRANFORD COMMUNITY
POOLS) IN CHAPTER 179 (RECREATION FACILITIES; FEES) OF THE
CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD TO REVISE POOL MEMBER-
SHIP FEES

BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford that
Chapter 179 of the Township Code is hereby amended as follows:

SECTION 1.  179-6 (A) of the Code of the Township of Cranford relating to  Pool
membership fees, for the summer pool fees, is hereby amended, to read as follows:

§179-6.  Pool membership fees.

A.  Summer pool fees shall be as follows:

(1) Residents: Fee

(a)  Individual: $255.00
(b)  Two adults: $305.00
(c)  Adult and child: $305.00
(d)  Two adults and child: $330.00
(e)  Adult and two or more children: $330.00
(f)  Two adults and two or more children: $355.00
(g)  Additional child-care provider: $180.00
(h)  Senior Citizen(age 65): $65.00 (no change)
(i)  Sr. Citizen & Spouse: $215.00 (no change)

(2) Nonresidents: Fee

(a)  Individual: $435.00
(b)  Two adults: $560.00
(c)  Adult and child: $560.00
(d)  Two adults and child: $585.00
(e)  Adult and two or more children: $585.00
(f)  Two adults and two or more children: $635.00
(g)  Additional child-care provider: $280.00
(h)  Senior Citizen (age 65): $240.00 (no change)
(i)  Senior Citizen & Spouse: $ 415.00 (no change)

B.  Winter Pool Fees shall be as follows:

(1) Resident Fee

(a)  Individual $305.00
(b)  2 Adults (same address) $355.00
(c)  1 Adult & 1 Child $355.00
(d)  2 Adults & 1 Child $380.00
(e)  1 Adult & 2 or more Children $380.00
(f)  2 Adults & 2 or more Children $405.00
(g)  Additional Child Care Provider $180.00
(h)  Senior Citizen (age 65) $140.00 (no change)
(i)  Senior Citizen & Spouse $265.00 (no change)

(2) Non-resident Fee

(a)  Individual $460.00
(b)  2 Adults (same address) $585.00
(c)  1 Adult & 1 Child $585.00
(d)  2 Adults & 1 Child $610.00
(e)  1 Adult & 2 or more Children $610.00
(f)  2 Adults & 2 or more Children $635.00
(g)  Additional Child Care Provider $280.00
(h)  Senior Citizen (age 65) $315.00 (no change)
(i)   Senior Citizen & Spouse $465.00 (no change)

C.  Annual Pool Fees shall be as follows:

(1) Resident Fee

(a)  Individual $460.00
(b)  2 Adults (same address) $560.00
(c)  1 Adult & 1 Child $560.00
(d)  2 Adults & 1 Child $585.00
(e)  1 Adult & 2 or more Children $585.00
(f)  2 Adults & 2 or more Children $635.00
(g)  Additional Child Care Provider $230.00
(h)  Senior Citizen (age 65) $165.00
(i)  Senior Citizen & Spouse $390.00

(2) Non-resident Fee

(a)  Individual $660.00
(b)  2 Adults (same address) $890.00
(c)  1 Adult & 1 Child $890.00
(d)  2 Adults & 1 Child $915.00
(e)  1 Adult & 2 or more Children $915.00
(f)  2 Adults & 2 or more Children $940.00
(g)  Additional Child Care Provider $385.00
(h)  Senior Citizen (age 65) $465.00
(i)  Senior Citizen & Spouse $740.00

SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby
repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. Unless otherwise set forth herein, all other
provisions set forth in Chapter 179 shall be and remain unchanged.

SECTION 3. If any portion of this ordinance shall be determined to be invalid, such
determination shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of said ordinance.

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication in
accordance with law.

NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced and approved on first reading at a meeting of
the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on Tuesday, February
23, 2016 and will be further considered for final passage after public hearing to be held
at the Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey on Tuesday, March
22, 2016 at 8:00 PM or as soon thereafter as this matter can be reached. All persons
interested will be given the opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.

Tara Rowley
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 3/3/16, The Leader Fee: $169.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO.: F-039177-13
FILE NO.: 36.3913

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
FERNANDO CORONEL, HIS/
HER HEIRS, DEVISEES, AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES, AND HIS, HER, THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST

You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.,
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, whose address is 1455
Broad Street, Bloomfield, New Jersey,
07003, an answer to the Complaint/
Amended Complaint in a civil action in
which PNC BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCATION is plaintiff and FERNANDO
CORONEL, HIS/HER HEIRS, DEVISEES,
AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES,
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST, et als. are defendants, pend-
ing in the Superior Court of New Jersey
within thirty-five (35) days after March 3,
2016 not counting the date of publication
or if published after March 3, 2016, thirty-
five (35) days from the date of such publi-
cation. (A directory of the addresses of
each deputy clerk of the Superior Court is
available in the Civil Division Management
Office in the county listed above and online
at http://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/pro se/
10153_deptyclerklawref.pdf.) If the Com-
plaint/Amended Complaint is one in fore-
closure, then you must file your written
answer or motion and proof of service with
the Clerk of the Superior Court, Hughes
Justice Complex, P.O. Box 971, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625-0971. A filing fee pay-
able to the Treasurer, State of New Jersey
and a completed Case Information State-
ment (available from the deputy clerk of
the Superior Court) must accompany your
answer or motion when it is filed. You must
also send a copy of your answer or motion
to plaintiff’s attorney whose name and
address appears above, or to plaintiff, if no
attorney is named above. A telephone call
will not protect your rights; you must file
and serve a written answer or motion (with
fee of $175.00 and completed Case Infor-
mation Statement) if you want the court to
hear your defense.

If you do not file and serve a written
answer or motion within 35 days, the court

may enter a judgment against you for the
relief plaintiff demands, plus interest and
costs of suit. If judgment is entered against
you, the Sheriff may seize your money,
wages or property to pay all or part of the
judgment.

You are further advised that if you can-
not afford an attorney, you may call the
Legal Services office in the county where
you live or the Legal Services of New
Jersey Statewide Hotline at 1-888-LSNJ-
LAW (1-888-576-5529). If you do not have
an attorney and are not eligible for free
legal assistance, you may obtain a referral
to an attorney by calling one of the Lawyer
Referral Services. A directory with contact
information for local Legal Services Of-
fices and Lawyer Referral Services is avail-
able in the Civil Division Management Of-
fice in the county listed above and online at
ttp://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/prose/
10153_deptyclerklawref.pdf.

This action has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing a mortgage and
recovering possession of the lands and
premises described in a mortgage dated
April 30, 2004, recorded on May 13, 2004,
in Book 10664, Page 837, made by
FERNANDO CORONEL, MARRIED, to the
plaintiff and covers real estate located at
19 South 7th Street, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey 07202, Tax Lot 1178, Block 9.

Pursuant to R. 4:4-4 and 4:64-1(d), me-
diation is available through the New Jer-
sey Courts.  Forms and instructions may
be obtained on the Court’s web site at
www.njcourtsonline.com.

You FERNANDO CORONEL, HIS/HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES, AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS
IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST, are
made a defendant because you are the
record owner(s) of the mortgaged pre-
mises, because you executed the Bond/
Note and Mortgage being foreclosed herein
and may be liable for any deficiency
thereon, and for any right, title, claim or
interest you may have in, to or against the
said mortgaged premises and your lien or
encumbrance on the mortgaged premises
is subject to plaintiff’s mortgage.
Dated: February 24, 2016

Michelle M. Smith, Esq.
Superior Court Clerk

Frank J. Martone, P.C.
A Professional Corporation
1455 Broad Street
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003
(973) 473-3000
1 T - 3/3/16, The Leader Fee: $99.96

PUBLIC NOTICE

Mountainside Library Lists
Activities During March

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has
scheduled multiple programs for
March. The library will be closed
on Friday, March 25, in observance
of Good Friday.

Tuesday Night Movies will continue
with San Andreas (PG-13) on March 8;
The Martian (PG-13) on March 15;
Meru (R) on March 22, and A Walk in
the Woods (R) on March 29. The films
will begin at 6:30 p.m., except for The
Martian, which starts at 6 p.m.

Spring Story Times will be held at
the library during March and April.
Daytime programs are for “crawl-
ers” through preschoolers. For times,
pick up a flyer in the library or
consult the website calendar at
mountainsidelibrary.org/children.

“Brown Bag Academy: The Great
Courses” series will continue in March,
on Mondays at 1:15 p.m., with a new
course entitled “Experiencing America
— A Smithsonian Tour Through
American History.” Participants are
invited to bring their lunch; coffee, tea
and cookies will be served for dessert.

“The 15-Minute Child Break” will
take place this evening, Thursday,
March 3, at 7:30 p.m. Bill Lillis, from
Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jer-
sey, will present a substance-abuse
prevention parent education program.
This one-hour, interactive, multime-
dia presentation, based on current
research, is designed to inform, en-
courage and empower parents, edu-
cators and caregivers to effectively
communicate with children about the
dangers of drugs and alcohol.

“From Footlights to Flashlights” will
be offered this Saturday, March 5, at 2
p.m. Local high school English teacher
and Mountainside native Gwyn En-
glish Nielson will present readings
from her new book of conceptual plays
that reach and teach teenagers. Stu-
dent actors will present three scenes
from her book. Signed copies of her
book will be available for purchase.

The “Friday Operas on Film” se-
ries will return March 11, at 1 p.m.,
sponsored by the T. Robel Hill Foun-
dation and presented by Mena
Clemson. This month’s film is La
Cenerentola by Gioachino Rossini.
Performed at La Scala in 1981, the
Orchestra E Coro Del Teatro Alla
Scala is conducted by Claudio
Abbado and stars Frederika Von
Stade and Francisco Araiza.

“Handwriting Analysis…A Portrait
of Personality” will be featured on
Saturday, March 12, at 11 a.m., with
graphology expert Bernice Krieger.

“Saturday Musical Getaways” also
is scheduled for March 12, at 2 p.m.,
with a program entitled “Perfectly
Frank.” Dave DeLuca will pay tribute
to Frank Sinatra and his music, plus
the composers, lyricists and musical
arrangers who put their indelible stamp
on America’s musical history.

The Mountainside Public Library is
located at 1 Constitution Plaza. To
register for these programs, visit the
library or call (908) 233-0115.

Caregivers to Meet
Monday In Westfield
WESTFIELD — A support group

for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones meets on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month, at
7:30 p.m., in the parish center of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church on
Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield. These
are information and sharing sessions.
The next meeting will take place on
March 7. For more information, call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 232-1214.

Area AARP to Enjoy
Ballroom Dancing

WESTFIELD AREA — The
Westfield Area AARP Chapter 4137
will meet on Monday, March 7, at 1
p.m., at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at the intersection of
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains.

During this meeting, members will
be entertained by Laura and
Raymond Swidersky, who are ac-
complished ballroom dancers. The
Swiderskys are long-time Scotch
Plains residents and have shared their
talent with many groups in the area.

Those interested in becoming mem-
bers of the chapter are always wel-
come to attend its meetings. For more
information, call Ilse Heinemeyer at
(908) 322-1788. As always, chapter
members are asked to contribute a
non-perishable food item for dona-
tion to the Westfield Food Pantry,
which is the chapter’s main charitable
project. A business meeting will fol-
low the program, ending with refresh-
ments and fellowship.

Rosary Altar Society
To Meet Next Week

GARWOOD — St. Anne’s Rosary
Altar Society of Garwood will hold
its next regular monthly meeting on
Thursday, March 10, at 7 p.m., in the
Knights of Columbus Hall, located at
37 South Avenue, Garwood. Attend-
ees are asked to park behind the hall
on Willow Avenue.

President Autumn Welsh will wel-
come all members and call for commit-
tee reports. The program for the evening
will be a St. Patrick’s Day celebration
with Irish dancers performing. Refresh-
ments will be served. All the women of
the parish are welcome to attend.

The next Rosary Sunday is March
6, with recitation of the Rosary at
7:30 a.m., followed by Mass at 8 a.m.

Westfield Stamp Club Show
On Tap This Saturday

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Stamp Club will hold its annual
stamp show this Saturday, March 5,
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., in the Com-
munity Room of the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building, located at 425 East
Broad Street. Admission and park-
ing are free. This will be the 54th
annual show the club has held.

The show will include a six
dealer bourse plus the U.S. Post
Office and the annual exhibit com-
petition among club members.
More than 500 pages of stamps
and postal history items from
around the world will be on dis-
play. The exhibits to be shown are
the work of individuals who are
new to the field as well as from
those who have shown their work
at the international level. The ex-
hibits will be evaluated by Ameri-
can Philatelic Society accredited
judges, and attendees are invited
to vote for the most popular ex-
hibit.

The show theme will be the game
of golf, since the 2016 PGA Cham-
pionship will be held at the Baltusrol
Golf Club in neighboring Spring-
field. In keeping with this theme,
the U.S. Postal Service will operate

a substation at the show and have a
special show cancel available as
well as a full stock of stamps cur-
rently available.

For additional information, call
(908) 232-0539 or visit the club
website, westfieldstampclub.org.

GOLF GREAT...A stamp honoring
Babe Zaharias highlights the
Westfield Stamp Club Show’s golf
theme this year.

Mountainside Seniors Club
Schedules Luncheon Show

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Se-
nior Citizen Club of Mountainside
will host a bus trip to Hunterdon
Hills Playhouse dinner theatre in
Hampton on Friday, March 18, for
a luncheon show.

The show, a comedy entitled
Spreading It Around, is about a
well-to-do widow in Florida who
grows tired of handing out money
to her neglectful and unapprecia-
tive children. She sets up a founda-
tion to give her money to people
truly in need. When her greedy son
and his shopaholic wife find out
what she is up to, they attempt to
have her declared financially in-
competent. Of course when mom
finds out, she comes up with a plan
to show just how competent she
really is.

This trip will include a full-
course meal, the show, desserts,
tips, taxes and bus transportation.
The menu choices are Yankee pot
roast, fried jumbo shrimp platter,
chicken piccata, grilled salmon or
lasagna rollette. Salad and fresh
baked breads will accompany the
meal. There also will be a dessert
buffet, coffee and tea.

The bus will leave at 10 a.m.
from the Our Lady of Lourdes Ro-
man Catholic Church, located at
300 Central Avenue, Mountainside.

The cost is $57 for members and
$60 for non-members. Checks
should be made payable to: “The
Senior Cit izen Club of
Mountainside.” For further infor-
mation, call Eve Vitale at (908)
789-8568.

SCOUTS HELP LIONS...Joan Peiffer-Stanley, a Westfield Lions Club member
since 1991, recently dedicated a month to collecting donations to aid the blind and
visually-impaired. She set up a table with permission of Walgreens on North
Avenue, made craft items to sell in exchange for donations, and enlisted the help
of Boy Scout Troop No. 72 of Westfield. Three Scouts, planning one day to earn
their Eagle Scout Award, donated their time to assist her in seeking donations and
explaining about Scouting and the Lions Club. Last month, Lions Club President
Peter “Pete” Mitchell presented the Scouts with Certificates of Appreciation for
their hard work. Pictured with Lion Peiffer-Stanley, from left to right, are: Ralph
Carrero, Antonio Carrero, Mr. Mitchell and Aidan Borges.
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Temple Sholom Slates
White Elephant Auction

SCOTCH PLAINS — Temple
Sholom invites members of the com-
munity to participate in its annual
White Elephant Auction on Satur-
day, March 12. It will take place at the
temple, located at 1925 Lake Av-
enue, Scotch Plains. All are welcome.

Attendees are invited to contribute
an item for the auction. Admission is
$10 per person, with all proceeds
going directly to the temple.

Prior to bidding, guests will be able
to browse auction items while enjoy-
ing refreshments and appetizers.
Temple Sholom’s Rabbi Joel Abraham
will serve as the evening’s auctioneer.

The schedule for the event is as
follows: 7 p.m. — Registration, item
drop-off, drinks, hors d’oeuvres; 7:30
p.m. — bidding begins; 8:30 p.m. —
Intermission with coffee and desserts.

Attendees are invited to bring one
new or gently-used item that others
would find of value, with a suggested
minimum value of $25.

Interested persons may respond
online at sholomnj.org, via e-mail at
office@sholomnj.org or by calling
(908) 889-4900.

Helen Hoffert, Loved Horses, Tennis;
Was Learning Disabilities Specialist

Helen Hoffert

The family of Helen Oliphant
Hoffert mourns her passing on Mon-
day, February 22, 2016.

Born December 21,
1925, in Trenton, N.J.,
and known to her family
as Wiffie, she was a long-
time resident of
Mountainside deeply in-
volved in community ser-
vice and affairs. She was
a learning disabilities spe-
cialist for over two de-
cades, teaching through-
out New Jersey. In her
sixties, she combined her
expertise in that area with
her love of horses to be-
come an instructor in
hippotherapy, which uses horseback
riding to help children and adults with
mental and physical disabilities.

She was proud of her Scottish heri-
tage and her alma mater, Wheaton
College in Massachusetts; engaged
by all things French; and passionate
about reading and tennis; a plaque in
her house declares, “If there is no
tennis in Heaven, I’m not going.”

She is survived by her grateful chil-
dren, David and Barbara, and son-in-

law, Edward Cone; granddaughter,
Michael Anne Hoffert-Cone, and
grandson, Louis Cone, and his

fiancée, Kimberly Keller;
sister, Nellie May Duncan,
and her family, husband
Stuart and daughters
Creigh and Allison; and
nephew, Alex (Sandy)
Oliphant, and his wife,
Judy. She was predeceased
by her husband, Franklin
David Hoffert; brothers,
Elkins and Sandy, and
grandson, Michael Cone.

A memorial service will
be held Saturday, March
5, at 1 p.m., at the Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church,

Meeting House Lane and Deer Path,
in Mountainside.

In lieu of flowers, Wiffie would
have appreciated a donation to
Mylestone Equine Rescue
(mylestone.org). Arrangements are by
Gray Funeral Directors of Westfield, a
Life Celebration Home. To view a
tribute of Helen’s life, please go to:
www.grayfuneralhomes.com.

March 3, 2016

Nancy Yoder, 87, Longtime Resident
Of Westfield, Beloved Sister and Aunt

Nancy Ann Yoder

Nancy Ann Yoder, formerly of
Westfield, died at age 87 in Charleton,
Mass. on Friday, Janu-
ary 8, 2016, of compli-
cations from Parkinson’s
Disease.

Born in Bryn Mawr,
Pa., Nancy was the
daughter of Clarence
Howard Yoder and Helen
Sieber Yoder.

Nancy grew up in
Westfield and was a long-
time New York City and
Westfield resident. She
graduated from
Westfield High School
in 1946 and from Syra-
cuse University in 1950 with a bach-
elor of arts degree. After graduating
college, she worked for Owens Corn-
ing Fiberglass, Living Magazine and
The Colony Club of New York. For
many years she was executive assis-
tant to the director of New York Hos-
pital for Special Surgery.

After moving back to Westfield
from New York, Nancy worked for
the Westfield United Way. She was a
member of The Woman’s Club of

Westfield and P.E.O., a women’s phil-
anthropic educational organization

that awards college schol-
arships to young women.
Nancy loved antiques,
travel, and time spent
with her large extended
family.

A 71-year member of
The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, Nancy is
survived by her sisters,
Barbara Yoder Campbell
of Essex, Conn. and Su-
san Yoder Cogan and her
husband, Charles Cogan,
of Cambridge, Mass. She
was a loving aunt to niece

Susan Campbell and nephews
Geoffrey Cogan, Robert Campbell
and William Campbell, and eight
grand-nephews and nieces.

A memorial service for Nancy is
scheduled at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield Chapel on Monday,
March 14, at 11 a.m. Donations may
be made to The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield in her name.

March 3, 2016

David Munz, 78, Of Westfield;
Had A Passion For Animals

David Munz, 78, a longtime resi-
dent of Westfield, passed away
peacefully on Tuesday, February
23, 2016.

He leaves his son, Christopher
Munz; his daughter, Jennifer
Warrell; his daughter, Laura Pearn;
sister, Barbara Munz; four grand-
children, and many close friends.

Mr. Munz had a passion for ani-
mals and was a beloved neighbor in
his community in which he lived

for over 40 years.
Funeral services were held on

Friday, February 26, at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. The burial service will
take place at St. Teresa’s Cemetery
in Summit later this month.

Arrangements are by Dooley Co-
lonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield.

March 3, 2016

Westfield Library Program
To Salute WW II WASPs

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present “A
W.A.S.P. Takes Wing: Ann B. Carl
and the Women Air Force Service
Pilots of World War II.” This pro-
gram will be held on Wednesday,
March 9, at 7 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

During World War II, more than
1,000 women volunteers com-
pleted the Women Air Force Ser-
vice Pilots (WASP) military pilot
training program. They endured
terrible Texas weather, snakes, spi-
ders and scorpions, as well as the
hostility of some male instructors.

Graduating WASPs piloted ev-
ery kind of military aircraft, tested
new and overhauled airplanes,
some with defective parts or dan-
gerous reputations; delivered more
than 12,000 planes, and flew more
than 60 million miles, sometimes
towing targets that soldiers shot at
with live ammunition. Thirty-eight
of them died serving their country.

Carol Simon Levin will tell the
story of the amazing WASPs
through the eyes of Ann
Baumgartner Carl, the Jersey girl
who trained as a WASP, became
the only American woman to test-
fly experimental planes during the
war, and was the first American
woman to fly a jet airplane.

Ms. Levin is a Youth Services
librarian with a background in the
history of technology and women’s
history. In the past she has spoken
at the library about other early fe-
male flyers, and about Emily
Roebling’s part in the building of
the Brooklyn Bridge.

This program is free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that

are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries.
Interested persons are advised to
check the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary website, wmlnj.org, to see if
their library participates. To regis-
ter for the program, visit wmlnj.org
and click on the Online Calendar,
or call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Sat-
urday; and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter,
“Library Loop,” or stop by the li-
brary for a copy of its award-win-
ning, quarterly newsletter, “Take
Note.”

N.J. Historical Society to Be
Topic For Genealogy Group

WESTFIELD — The next meet-
ing of the Genealogical Society of
the West Fields will be held on Thurs-
day, March 10, at 1 p.m., when the
organization will welcome Research
Specialist James Amemasor and Re-
search Associate Doug Oxenhorn.
They will give a presentation on
doing research at The New Jersey
Historical Society (NJHS).

Mr. Amemasor and Mr. Oxenhorn
will discuss the resources the NJHS
has available for genealogists, as
well as who visits this repository,
and how the NJHS can help them.

Genealogical research is an ever-
widening field that has recently ex-
perienced much growth and interest
due to new technologies such as
Genetic Genealogy and the prolif-
eration of sites such as Ancestry.com,
EllisIsland.org, FindAGrave.com
and Familysearch.org.

Mr. Amemasor and Mr. Oxenhorn
will give a brief overview of the
Historical Society’s holdings. These
include, but are not limited to, Manu-
script Groups, City Directories, Ver-
tical Files (Family, Biography and
Bible records), published family ge-
nealogies, vital records, monumen-
tal inscriptions, and the Civil War
Veterans Burial index.

The men also will share some of the
organizations they refer genealogists
to if the Historical Society, itself, does
not have the material they seek.

Mr. Amemasor has been with the
NJHS for nine years. He holds a
master’s degree in history from Illi-
nois State University and a Ph.D. in
Global Affairs from Rutgers Uni-
versity. Along with his interdiscipli-
nary research experience, he has
taught as an adjunct professor at
different institutions including
Rutgers University and the New Jer-
sey Institute of Technology. He has
extensive knowledge of the Society’s
collections and has given numerous
lectures and presentations as part of
his work at the NJHS.

Mr. Oxenhorn has been with the
NJHS since 2007, beginning as a
research associate in the library.
Holding a Bachelor of Arts from
Wesleyan University, he has a back-
ground in education, communica-
tions and information services. In
addition to his library work, he serves
as membership officer and has taught
several of the Society’s education
classes and workshops. He also is
involved with film and music and
enjoys creating programs about
20th-century pop culture.

As always, the program will be
followed by light refreshments. It is
free and open to the public. The
program will be held at the Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street. For more infor-
mation, call Nancy Humphrey at
(908) 612-6029.

Miller-Cory Invites Families
For ‘Maple Sugar Sunday’

WESTFIELD — The Miller-Cory
House Museum will present “Maple
Sugar Sunday” this Sunday, March 6,
featuring a program described as ap-
propriate for children.

One of the seasonal tasks of farm
life in colonial days was sugar making
in the maple woods. The production
of syrup and sugar from the sap of the
maple tree is the oldest known indus-
try in America.

The Reverend John Mills of
Fanwood will talk about the technique
of maple sugaring, explaining how
the maple sap rises and flows, how it is
collected using wooden buckets and
handmade spiles, and how sugar and
syrup are made from the sap. No tree
will actually be tapped.

Two presentations are scheduled,
one at 2:30 p.m. and one at 3:30 p.m.,
each lasting about one half hour.

The museum will be open from 2
to 4 p.m. Visitors also will have an
opportunity to tour the restored, 1740
farmhouse and to enjoy authentic
open-hearth cooking demonstra-
tions. Members of the cooking com-
mittee will use early American reci-
pes, colonial-era cooking tools and
seasonal foods. The gift shop, which
carries a variety of colonial toys,
crafts, books and educational mate-
rials, will be open.

Admission is $4 for adults and chil-
dren age 13 and older; $3 for children
ages 3 to 12, and free for those under
age 3.

The final program on the museum’s

Winter Schedule of Events will be
“Easter Customs and Traditions” on
Sunday, March 13, from 2 to 4 p.m.
The spring season will open with “An
Old-Fashioned Doll Social” on Sun-
day, April 10. Other upcoming pro-
grams include the museum’s annual
“Sheep to Shawl Festival” on Sunday,
April 24.

The Miller-Cory House Museum is
listed on both the State and National
Registers of Historic Places and as a
site on the New Jersey Women’s Heri-
tage Trail. The museum is available
for school, Scout, or other group tours
on weekdays during the morning or
after school. Other programs include
a showcase of 18th-century skills dur-
ing which volunteers demonstrate co-
lonial-era crafts and discuss 18th-cen-
tury life in New Jersey for interested
groups, including on-site at local
schools.

For more information, call (908)
232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
Details on all programs also are
posted on the museum’s Facebook
page. The museum website is
millercoryhouse.org.

Westfield UNICO
Plans Elvis Tribute

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
chapter of UNICO National will spon-
sor “A Tribute to Elvis” on Friday, April
8, at the Westfield Knights of Colum-
bus hall, located at 2400 North Avenue,
Scotch Plains. Doors will open at 7:15
p.m., with food served at 7:30 p.m.

The show, featuring Jim Barone,
will begin at 8:30 p.m. Tickets are
$30, in advance only. For informa-
tion and tickets, call Anthony
Bengivenga at (732) 310-6031 or
Robert Tarte at (908) 337-0141.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 22nd day of
February, 2016, the Zoning Board of Ad-
justment of the Township of Cranford, in
the County of Union took the following
actions:

1. Application #ZBA-15-030: Adopted
Resolution of memorialization granting
approval to Jennifer Soyka, Applicant, to
permit construction of a dormer above the
second floor resulting in expansion of the
existing third floor space on Block 306, Lot
20 as designated on the Township Tax
Map, also known as 95 Cranford Avenue,
in the R-3 Zone.

2. Application #ZBA-15-033: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization granting
approval to Richard Martinelli, Applicant,
to permit construction of a patio that will
exceed the maximum allowable lot cover-
age on Block 582, Lot 41 as designated on
the Township Tax Map, also known as 138
Mohawk Drive, in the R-4 Zone.

3. Application #ZBA-15-036: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization granting
approval to John Szeles, Applicant, to per-
mit construction of a new garage with less
than the minimum allowable combined side
yard setback on Block 229, Lot 3 as desig-
nated on the Township Tax Map, also
known as 509 Central Avenue, in the R-4
Zone.

4. Application #ZBA-15-029: Contin-
ued to hearing for Cubesmart, LP, Appli-
cant, 601 South Avenue East, Block 537,
Lot 1, C-2 Zone, To permit construction of
a freestanding sign with the following vari-
ances: to exceed the maximum allowable
sign area (§136-23.10(4)(f)(2); to exceed
the maximum allowable height (§136-
23.10(4)(f)(2); to allow sign to be internally
illuminated (§136-23.10(4)(f)(2) to a date
to be determined.

5. Application #ZBA-15-039: Granted
approval to Gary and Erika Jaffe, Appli-
cants to permit construction of an addition
that will exceed the maximum allowable lot
coverage on Block 266, Lot 5 as desig-
nated on the Township Tax Map, also
known as 7 Claremont Place, in the R-4
Zone.

6. Application #ZBA-15-043: Granted
approval to Laura Masterson, Applicant to
permit kitchen expansion into the rear por-
tion of an existing non-conforming attached
garage that will result in less than the
minimum required depth of a residential
garage on Block 148, Lot 16 as designated
on the Township Tax Map, also known as
16 Arnet Place, in the R-4 Zone.

7. Application #ZBA-15-038: Granted
approval to Justin and Christine Bove,
Applicants to permit expansion of the ex-
isting third floor which will exceed the maxi-
mum number of allowable stories on Block
175, Lot 8.01 as designated on the Town-
ship Tax Map, also known as 15 Greaves
Place, in the R-3 Zone.

Jeffrey Pistol
Board Secretary

1 T - 3/3/16, The Leader Fee: $62.73

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on Mon-
day, March 14, 2016 at 7:30 PM in the
Town of Westfield Municipal Building,
Council Chambers, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, a PUBLIC HEAR-
ING will be held by the Zoning Board of
Adjustment of the Town of Westfield for
minor subdivision, conditional use vari-
ance and bulk variance approvals (Sec-
tion 11.06E9: floor area ratio – 20% maxi-
mum, 23.2% proposed Lot 1.01; Section
11.06E10: building coverage – 10% maxi-
mum, 11.9% proposed Lot 1.01; Section
18.08B: lot area – 75,000 square feet
required condition for house of worship,
43, 520 square feet proposed Lot 1.01;
Section 18.08E: front yard setback – 40
feet required, 39.8 feet existing condition;
Section 18.08F: side yard setback – 28.12
feet required, 24.8 feet existing condition)
and for such other variances, relief and/or
waivers that may be required upon an
analysis of the plans and testimony at the
PUBLIC HEARING on the Application sub-
mitted by the Applicant/Owner, Grace Or-
thodox Presbyterian Church, for the prop-
erty located at 1100 Boulevard, Block 5015,
Lot 1 on the Tax Map of the Town of
Westfield. The property is located in the
RS-12 Zone and the Applicant is propos-
ing to subdivide the property into 3 lots,
maintain the existing church on one lot and
create two new lots for the construction of
a new single-family home on each lot.

When the case is called you may appear
either in person or by agent or attorney and
present any objections which you may
have to the granting of this Application. A
copy of the Application and plans are on
file and available for PUBLIC INSPEC-
TION in the office of the Town Engineer,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey, during that office’s normal busi-
ness hours.

HEHL & HEHL, P.C.
Attorneys for the Applicant

1 T - 3/3/16, The Leader Fee: $42.33

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

Under the terms of the “Open Public
Meetings Act P.L. 1975, C. 231, please be
advised that the Fiscal Affairs Committee
of the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders will be hosting Special Meet-
ings on the 2016 Budget on the following
dates:

Monday, March 7, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. at
the Galloping Hill Golf Course Clubhouse,
3 Golf Drive, Kenilworth, New Jersey,
07033; and

Tuesday, March 8, 2016 at 5:30 p.m.at
the UC Vocational-Technical Schools,
Administration Building Board Room, 1776
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076; and

Thursday, March 17, 2016 at 5:30
p.m. at the UC Administration Building, 6th
Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth,
New Jersey 07207.

These meetings of the Fiscal Affairs
Committee are not Regular Meetings of
the Board of Chosen Freeholders. No ac-
tion will be taken. Members of the public
are invited to attend, though there will not
be a public comment portion. All times and
dates are subject to change without notice.

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, Clerk of
the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/3/16, The Leader Fee: $28.05

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-15-037
to be located in Zone: R-1, on the premises
known as 610 Riverside Drive, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016, Block No. 203, Lot No.
2, has been submitted by: Orlando & Dulce
Mendes of 610 Riverside Drive, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit:

136-31D.(6) An open front porch ex-
ceeding the maximum area of 25 square
feet (120 SF);

136 Attachment 1, Schedule 1. The pro-
posed front porch will project into the mini-
mum front yard setback by 4 feet;

and any additional relief that may be
required from the board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on March 14, 2016
at 8:15 p.m. in Room 108 of the Cranford
Township Municipal Building, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey. Any
person or persons affected by this applica-
tion will have an opportunity to present any
objections to the proposed development.
The Board does, however, have the right
to exclude repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant
Orlando & Dulce Mendes

610 Riverside Drive
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

1 T - 3/3/16, The Leader Fee: $39.78

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on Janu-
ary 27, 2016 granted approval to Fanwood
Crossing III Urban Renewal for amend-
ment of the prior Resolution, allowing a lot
line adjustment and deletion of the re-
quirement to lower the turret on property
owned by Fanwood Crossing III Urban
Renewal, at 231 LaGrande Avenue,
Fanwood, being Block 64, Lot 6.01.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

David Checchio, Esq.
Fanwood Crossing Ill Urban Renewal

P0 Box 4449
Warren, New Jersey 07059

1 T - 3/3/16, The Times Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education meeting scheduled on Thurs-
day, March 17, 2016 will begin at 7:00 p.m.
with a recognition ceremony of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Girls and
Boys Swim Teams and the NJ State PTA
Reflection contest winners. This will be
held in the Evergreen Multipurpose Room
(old gym), 2280 Evergreen Avenue, Scotch
Plains.
1 T - 3/3/16, The Times Fee: $12.75

Peace and Justice Comm.
To Spotlight Pope Francis

WESTFIELD — The Peace and
Justice Committee of Holy Trinity
and St. Helen’s will present “Pope
Francis: Where is he taking the Catho-
lic Church — and will he get there?”

The presentation will take place on
Tuesday, March 8, at 7 p.m., in the
church at St. Helen’s Parish, located
at 1600 Rahway Avenue, Westfield.
Christopher M. Bellitto, associate
professor of history at Kean Univer-
sity and leading papacy scholar, will
address the following questions: Who
is Pope Francis? Why is everyone,
not just Catholics, paying attention to
the first Latin American pope and the
first Jesuit pope in history? How is he
trying to change the Catholic Church
— and what are people saying in
support or even opposition?

Mr. Bellitto is a frequent public
speaker and media commentator on
church history and contemporary
Catholicism. He has been quoted in
The New York Times and The Wash-

ington Post, among other publica-
tions, and has appeared on The His-
tory Channel, CNN, MSNBC, PBS’
News Hour, NPR and other local
radio and television stations. Addi-
tionally, he is a member of the Speak-
ers’ Bureau of the New Jersey Coun-
cil for the Humanities and the former
chairman of Kean’s History Depart-
ment. He received a Master of Arts
and Ph.D. degrees in History from
Fordham University. His Bachelor of
Arts degree, magna cum laude, is
from New York University, where he
was a University Scholar with a
double major in journalism and poli-
tics, and a double minor in classics
and religion.

The Peace and Justice Committee
will sponsor this event as part of its
ongoing mission to educate the pub-
lic about issues relating to the Catho-
lic Church, and in particular, Catho-
lic Social Teaching. The program is
free of charge and open to all.

College Women’s Luncheon
To Feature ‘Second Acts’

WESTFIELD — “Second Acts”
will be the theme of the College
Woman’s Club of Westfield’s an-
nual spring luncheon on Wednes-
day, March 16, beginning at 11:30
a.m. It will take place at the Echo
Lake Country Club, located at 515
Springfield Avenue, Westfield.

The focus will be on those who
are thinking of switching careers or
returning to the workforce after a
long hiatus. Participants will learn
about the challenges and rewards
of starting over professionally from
a panel of women who have done it
themselves.

“Second Acts” will feature panel-
ists Dr. Mary Fleck, director of edu-
cation, Good Grief, Inc.; Liz Miller,
founder and principal of Personal
Financial Navigation LLC; and Kim
Musikant, owner of Active Life Fit-
ness. Motivated by personal circum-
stances, all three women began new
careers after years working in cor-
porate or education fields or raising
young families. The panel, moder-
ated by Kathleen O’Neill Lynch,
will explore the practical and per-
sonal factors behind their success,
as well as the research and resilience
required for starting anew.

“‘Second Acts’ is a topic uniquely
suited to our members, who have
devoted their considerable talents to
the workplace, home, or volunteer
efforts and may now be looking for

something else,” said Lynn Adams,
College Woman’s Club president.
“We are pleased to offer this oppor-
tunity to come learn from these pan-
elists to the wider community, all in
support of our efforts to help young
women launch their own futures.”

Founded in 1917 to further higher
education for women, the College
Woman’s Club awards scholarships
to young women from Westfield on
the basis of academics, leadership
and financial need.

The annual spring luncheon is
the club’s largest fundraiser, with
all proceeds from ticket sales and
raffle items benefiting scholarships.
Tickets are $60. For more informa-
tion or to register, contact
cwc.westfield@gmail.com or visit
cwclubwestfield.com.

Scotch Plains Library
Reveals Teen Events

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library, located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, has announced mul-
tiple activities for teens taking place
during March.

Teen Scene and littleBits will be
offered Tuesday, March 8, at 3:30
p.m. Participants will play Wii and
board games, and enjoy an after-
school snack. In honor of Teen Tech
Week, they also will be able to sample
the library’s littleBits collection.

A St. Patrick’s Day Party is set for
Monday, March 14, at 3:30 p.m., in
the library’s Music Room. Attendees
will write limericks, enjoy Irish soda
bread, and try their luck at some Irish
trivia. Pre-registration is required.

New Jersey Makers Day will take
place on Saturday, March 19, from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m., featuring fun
projects and demonstrations for all
ages. For project details and registra-
tion information, check scotlib.org.

The library’s teen events are free
and open to teens in grades 6 to 12. To
register for these activities, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk. Further infor-
mation also is available at scotlib.org/
sppl/teens.

Rainbows to Begin
Session In Westfield

WESTFIELD — Rainbows, an
international, non-profit organiza-
tion that fosters emotional healing
among children and their parents
who are adjusting to a life-altering
crisis due to death, divorce. sepa-
ration, illness or other painful fam-
ily transitions, will be available in
Westfield beginning this month.

It will be offered on Mondays at
Holy Trinity School from 6:15 to
7:30 p.m. for seven sessions, from
March 14 to May 9, for children
ages 5 to 13, along with adults who
have children registered in the pro-
gram.

This program is free for all par-
ticipants. Rainbows’ trained facili-
tators, using age-appropriate cur-
riculum, establish peer support in
an environment of unconditional
group acceptance and strict confi-
dentiality. Rainbows groups offer
awareness of feelings, including
naming, expressing and managing
them.

Rainbows programs are for chil-
dren from all economic, racial, ethnic
and religious backgrounds. To regis-
ter for Spring 2016, visit Rainbows’
website, westfieldrainbows.org, or al-
ternatively e-mail
rainbowshelp@gmail.com or contact
Anne Koons at (908) 233-2555.
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Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

908-482-8855

High Honor Roll
Grade 12

Brianna Acosta, Rebecca Ames,
Joshua Axelrod, Madison Banker,
Sarah Barash, Briana C Bennett,
Isabella Bernardo, Shay Blechinger-
Slocum, Emily Boyle, Samantha
Broders, Emma Calabrese, Laura
Charos, Robert Choi, Ashley Chris-
tian, Zachary Cimring, Paige
Crandall, Sarah Davis, Catherine
DePaola, Margaret DiVirgilio, Maria
Duque, Abrahim Elseht, Zakary
Elseht, Jacqueline Fahrenholz,
Samantha Ferrara, Ally Flynn, Kara
Foley, Abigail Fossaceca, Alexander
Frier, Alexander Guevara, Dakota
Halma, Zachary Halma, Matthew
Halpin, Cameron Heisey, Shona Jain,
Rachael Janssen, Maya Jegede, Jor-
dan Jensen, Megan Kieltyka, Vance
Kleemeyer, Gayle Kosciolek, Emma
Kowalczyk, Jonathan Kriney,
Kaavya Krishna-Kumar, Lea
Kronsteiner, Aaron Lee, Sierra
Lesiak, Gabriela MacPherson,
Caitlyn Mannino, Amelia Markey,
Michelle Marvosa, Darren Mascioli,
Erin Mecca, Rebecca Mehorter,
Rebecca Miller, Timothy Mitchell,
Sarika Mujumdar, Amenda Ni,
Saleena Nival, Tyler O’Brien,
Amanda O’Hara, Madalyn
Ostrander, Cara Provenzano, Ryan
Michael Radice, Andrew Rimpici,
Caroline Ringel, Olivia Roberts,
Erykah Robinson, Zoe Rodriguez,
Arthur W Rohman, Samuel Sadel,
Julianne Sawchuk, Caroline Scobee,
Stav Shadmi, Hannah Simon, Arlind
Sinanovic, Kevin Sonpar, Mary
Catherine Grace Stovall, Rohan
Suresh, Lauren Szpond, Zoe Verrico,
Mercy Villacis, Benjamin Weiss,
Tyler Willmott, Gali Zaborowski,
Daniel Zheng, Carly Zogg,

Grade 11
Ryan Abramowitz, Moustafa

Amer, Ashley Andrews, Melissa
Baldani, Danielle Barber, Nicole
Barber, Gabriel Baumgarten, Emma
Beckerman, Ron Ben-Michael,
Alexis Brunetto, Christian Buren,
Natalie Cestone, Zoe Choi, Rebecca
Citarella, Thomas Craven, Justin
Cunningham, Colin De Maria,
Francesca DiFabio, Julia DiGiacomo,
Sarah Dolan, Anthony Donatelli,
Caroline Drubulis, Parker Dvorin,
Garrett Dwyer, Fizzah Ehsan, Laurel
Elkin, Daniela Fonseca, Claudia Gen-
tile, Rose Giandana, Robert Gordon,
Justin Greenman, Julia Guarneri, Erin
Hayes, Hayley Howell, Aleacia
Jensen, Liza Kasper, Abigail
Kennedy, Ryan Kessler, Eliza
Kuperschmid, Grace Lama, Chris-
tina Lamagna, Nicholas Lavin,
Tayonna Lee, Jamie Lopez, Samantha
Lopez, Max Lusk, Ian MacPherson,
Morgan Martinson, Abraham May,
Max Mazursky, Colin McAlindin,
Caroline McNichol, David
McQuilkin, Jacob Melville, Sydney
Mills, Julia Moya, George Mueller,
Alexa-Jada Nelson, Matthew O
Newman, Robert Nugent, Simon
Oster, Jake Payami, Ryan Peterson,
Juliana Pigna, Hayley Pletscher,
Tracy Prusik, Justin Purvis, Christina
Rodgers,  Lorie Marie Rosado, Max-
well Ross, Meghan Ryan, Paul Santos,
Madelyn Sassoon, Matthew Schwab,
Erin Sheehy, Alyssa Simmons, Tay-
lor Sirchio, Holly Smith, Sydney
Smith, Bhupinder Sohal, Brianna
Sorrentino, Gabriel Sta Rosa, Lukas
Stein, Colin Sullivan, Michaela
Sullivan, Jamiah Sykes-Samuels,
Chelsea Tavares, Neel Thombre,
Micaela Valli, Isaac Velasquez, Mat-
thew Vignola, Juliana Wagner, Toby
Waldman, David Walker, Peter War-
ren, Jordyn Wheeler, Kaitlyn Wilson,
Jordan Wolman, Alison Zimmerman,
Jordan Zoufaly, Molly Zucker.

Grade 10
Olivia R. Abdy, Jacob Anglin, Sara

Elizabeth Banasiak, Olivia N Barcia,
Pauline Wanda Bayotas, Ashley
Becker, Kylie Beirne, Madeline
Bord, Caitlin Bourke, Brandon
Boyarsky, Amber Bretz, Caitlin
Bromm, Thomas P Bruckman, Jack
Cannon, Zoe Ann Cardenas,
Francesca Carlino, Josephine
Catuogno, Justin Chaillet, Rachel
Cieslinski, Daniella Cohen, Samuel
Colao, Stephanie Colinders, Phoebe
Collins, Isabella Marie Corsaro,
Declan P Costello, Christian Culp,
Rosella Cuomo, Lauren Daniele,
Nina Daniele, Elizabeth DePaola,
Gauri P Deshpande, Amy
Deutschmeister, Jordann DeVore,
Taylor Diggs, Sabrina L DiLollo,
Zheng Dong, Anna Elizabeth
Dunchus, Julia Dunlap, Caroline En-
glish, Benjamin Essenfeld, Hannah

Honor Roll
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School - 2nd Marking Period

Finan, Hayley Friedman, Jake Fried-
man, Patrick Gannon, Alanna
Micaela Gaona, Brandon Glickstein,
Danielle Glickstein, Adam Zachary
Glod, Emily Gonyou, Avery
Greenberg, Nina Isabella
Halberstadter, Mohamed Ramy
Hosny, Mackenzie Etoile Inacker,
Aubrey Johnson, Scott Kaiser, Quinn
Kekelis, Liam Kinney, Andrew
Kriney, Tara Krishna, Hayley
Kumpf, Jennifer Lambert, Ryan Lee,
Michael Leegan, Brianna N Linder,
Amanda C Logie, Andrew Dalim
Lomuscio, William Loop, Matthew
Lozito, Rachel Maizes, Jared Mann,
Adam Ross Mayerson, Caraid
McGovern, Briana L McGowan,
Paige McMorrow, Kerri L McNeely,
Kelly Rose Mehorter, Sara Rose
Miller, Sabrina Montesdeoca, Sierra
Jade Moorman, Danielle Mrozek,
Kaitlyn Mrozek, Mackenzie
O’Brien, McKenzie Pagano, Nikita
Paranjape, Andrew Parvin, Niva
Patel, John Petris, Shakir Philippe,
Anna Piekutowski, Kiley Q Porter,
Molly Sarah Pritchett, Vaishnavi
Ramanan, Michael Ramos,
Nathaniel Redmount, Kerry Regan,
Erin C Rogers, Kevin Rohman,
Gabriella Scannell, Aaron W Schack,
Ardita Sinanovic, Megan L Small,
LeeDar Sneor, Ryan Spoljaric,
Samantha C Sprechman, Mikaela
Rose Tajo, Erica Mei Tellado, Lauren
Trentacoste, Sydney Von Oehsen,
Alexandra Vuono, Nicole Vuono,
Victoria Wilkins, Karl Wirth, Todd
Womelsdorf,

Grade 9
Nicole Alvarez, Katyana Avila,

Persis Baah, Aubrey Bagdonas,
Amanda Ball, Zachary Barash, Sara
Barshap, Lauren Barth, Laura K
Brady, Jeffrey C Brenner, Thomas P
Brown, Drew Burfeindt, Kara Bush,
Michelle L Cagnassola, Kevin P
Calabria, Gianni Caro Esposito,
Giancarlo Castro, Alan Chen, Sarah
Citarella, Madison Dawn Coleman,
Noah Costanzo, Saniya Dalvi,
Lilliana C Dec, Stefanie DeVizio,
Ashley Diamond, Christina Marie
DiBella, Gabrielle Dickstein,
Michael Dieu, Nicholas Dionisio,
Carly Dvorin, Tyler Dvorin, Jessica
Edelman, Hope Edwards, Alexandra
Fischmann, Cristabella Fortna, Mary
Fossaceca, Benjamin Fox, William
P Gale, Pedro Garcia, Justin Giaimo,
Samuel Goetz, Marisa Goldberg,
Vadim Gorbaty, Sarah Anne
Gorman, Sara Ilana Greene, Vanessa
Handy, Cassidy Haugh, Madison
Haugh, Erin Hopkins, Jaclyn Horre,
Payton Howell, Jannine Huby, John
Huby, Sophia Iacona, Raina Jablon,
John Kayser, Jennifer N Kirian,
Joshua Klapper, Gabriella
Kowalczyk, Ben Kuperschmid,
Dominick Lamastra, Timothy
Lamberta, Kaitlyn Lamendola, Jef-
frey Lapidus, Robert L Leonardo,
Melanie Litwin, Justin Scott Lo,
Ricardo Lopez, Amy K Magrino,
Matthew Mahmet, Reina C
Makimura, Brent L Mankin,
Casandra Martoccia, Ryan Metzger,
Rae Mikula, Massimo Modica,
Niyah Nathaniel, Patrick O’Brien,
Victoria O’Connor, James K Oakes-
Garcia, Julia Lauren Poeschl, Carter
Pomponio, Maryam Ramjohn, Eric
Refinski, Kayla Reisberg, Daniel
Resnicoff, Zander Reyes, Jelani
Richardson, Justin Rizzi, Colleen
Robinson, Zoe Rouder, Molly Clare
Ryan, Jessica Sadel, Cheryl
Schneider, Kara Schramm, Jacob
Schulman, Maya Schwartzman,
Joshua Sklarin, Audrey Smith, Emily
Smulewitz, Jacob Steinberg, Rachel
Tang, Nicole Tavares, Maggie
Traina, Anthony Triwahjudi, An-
thony Vallejo, Joshua Venick,
Isabella Verga, Ryan Matthew Walsh,
Caroline Warren, Jovi Williams,
Elena Wollman, Isaac Wong, Daniel
Wright, Abigail Yarbenet, Lucy
Zhang, Julia Zucosky.

Honor Roll
Grade 12

Jamie Abar, Catherine Acito,
Caroline Babis, Emma Bagat,
Madeleine Bebout, Brianna Becker,
Molly Becker, William Benavides,
Noah Bernstein, Michael Besson,
Jacob Brown, Allison Busa, Nancy
Canevari, Celeste Cappadoccia,

Giovanna Carlino, Nicholas Cassara,
Nicholas Cheney, Sean Cheney, Paul
Cherubini, Vincent Conti, Carly
Daniele, Jack DeFouw, Edward
DePaola, Margaret Desantis, Madi-
son Dieu, Courtney Dreyfus, Emma
Duggan, Angelette K Florence,
Wildege Francois, Rebecca Freed-
man, Zackary Fuimo, Matthew
Garber, Martha Garyfallos, Heather
Goeller, Samantha Gorman, Ethan
Graham, Nathaniel Robert Graham,
Joseph Guidi, Alexander C Hosmer,
Isabella Iacona, Sofia Jimenez,
Lizabeth Kaminoff, Selin Kargi,
Rebecca Kaulfers, Nolan Kearns,
Sabrina Khan, Madison Korteling,
Rachel Lambert, Jillian Lapidus,
Thomas Leistikow, Grace Lesce,
Xuying Liang, Tyler Litwin, Jake
Longo, Giancarlo Lorusso, Kelly
Magrino, Emma C Manning, Tho-
mas Margaritondo, Brett Mayerson,
Tatiana Melendez, Jocelyn
Michnowski, Alyssa Miguelino,
Bethany Mills, Mark Mital, Kareem
Mohamed-Aly, Emily Morris,
Kathryn Musso, Scott Nizolak, Erin
O’Connor, Matthew Oslislo, Anne
Pierce, Elise Powers, Nadia
Racaniello, George Ramos, Nicho-
las Robins, Allison Roden, Ari
Rosenzweig, Anjanette Saleh, Mariel
Sass, Matthew Schuman, Matthew
Schweizer, Nikola Segulin, Wilson
Shek, Alexander Skowronski, Kelly
L Smeltzer, Nicholas Spadaro, Jacob
Sutterlin, Ryan Tannenbaum, James
Tenzer, Alyssa Toro, Kate Traina,
Bridget Van Natta, Samiksha
Vittalraj, Devin Voorhees, Grace
Wayman, Mariah Weigel, Melody
Weigel, Jason Wendel, Joshua
Widman, Tyler Wrenn-Sheffield,
Michael Wright, Kaitlyn Yip, Vivian
Zhuang, Natalie Zimmermann,

Grade 11
Avital Abraham, Jason Acevedo,

Ashwin Anandacoumar, Aaron
Arkin, Cori Bernstein, Mia Blundo,
Christopher Bondarowicz, Sophie
Brause, Kaitlyn Buchanan, Jason
Calabria, Jackeline Calderon, Jake
Canavan, Erin Chiappi, Natalie
Choque, Callie Ciarrocca, Thomas
Cocca, Alyssa Christina Cordero,
Alyssa Debrosse, Nicole Dencker,
Kiera DeProspero, Ravi Desai,
Angelina Dicataldo, Michael
DiGiacomo, Jumar Etkins, Robert
Fallo, Grace Fanning, Keara Farley,
Lindsey Fleischer, Conor Flood,
Matthew Fox, Wilsa Francois, Isaiah
W Gales, Andrew Garofalo, Victoria
Gonzalez, Daniel Grodberg, James
Harcourt, Jacqueline Harvey, Kelly
Hopkins, Alexandria Hudak, Gianna
Januszanis, Ewan Jones, Francesca
Anne Jones, Stephanie Judge,
Kathryn Emily Kalaigian, Isha
Kamdar, Katherine Keiser, Jake
Kloepfer, William Kluckas, Cara
Lamastra, Callen Leahy, Andrea
Leitner, Emma Levenson, Emily
Levitt, Henry Lewand, Ryan Lo,
Emily Lockatell, Michael Lockfeld,
Kyra Lockhart, Jhoanna Lucas, Kyle
Magee, Anthony Magnotta, Tyler
Malaussena, Maxine Manville,
Daniella Marcazzo, Grace
Marcolina, Gabriella Marino, Sptim
Marke, Hunter Marshall, Carmina
Mauricio, Ryan Mayorga, Bennett
Mazza, Katherine McGowan, Paige
McKeown, Paris McNamara, Sean
McNeely, Thomas Miner, Juliana
Monteiro, Max More, Deblina
Mukherjee, Haley Nakonechny,
Wayne Neal, Nigel Nelson, Nikitha
Nirmal, Sean O’Connor, Brittney
Oliveira, Gregory Oross, Amelia
Paladino, Gia Pares, Carla
Pizzutiello, Zachary Polak,
Stephanie Ponterio, Alexander
Poulios, Arren Puri, Anisah
Ramjohn, Demi Rice, Christian Ro-
man, Vincent Ruzek, Abigail Sadel,
Albert Sanchez, Stephen Scarcella,
Evan Scharf, Erin Schetelich,
Sydney Shuler, Julia Sikora, Arjeta
Sinanovic, Sean Sobel, Gabriella
Spadaro, Daria Speranza, Allison
Spiridigliozzi, Sarah Spitzer, Ethan
C Staple, Luke Susino, Mckella
Ashley Sylvester, Brian Taylor,
Lauren Beth Tropper, Vindya
Tumati, Luke Uriarte, Jessica Van
Tassel, Spencer Vaughn, Samuel
Venick, Dylan Voltz, Madeline We-
ber, Kathleen Anne Weideli, Joshua

Wiener, Justin Yang, Peter Yarem,
Tiiyana Young, Isabelle Zacharia,
Michael Zucker, Taylor Zucosky,

Grade 10
Stephanie Alcine, Serena Annucci,

Steven C Avila, Pablo Becerra,
Rachel Breit, Isabel Brett, Maggie
Broders, Bailey W Brown, Abbe-
Gayle O Burton, Alexis Casterlow,
Kristyn Cerini, David Chango, Lisa
Channaoui, Amy Chen, Brendan
Cheney, Michael Chiappi, Joseph
Costanzo, Catherine Crane, Nicho-
las Cusmano, Nirmit P Damania,
Tyler Daniskas, Hannah Margaret
Davis, Sofia Dela Cruz, Riya Desai,
Victor DeVizio, Anthony DiNizo,
Victoria Domiciano, Khalif Dowdy,
Lauren Taylor Eck, Sydney Evans,
Gina Mae Fahrenholz, Robert Fisher,
Matthew Peter Fleck, Michael
Steven Fleck, Madison Goldberg,
Rachel Graham, Samantha L Graifer,
Sam Aaron Grodberg, Michael
Gross, Caroline Gutierrez, James
Hahn, Trinity Hart, Jack L Hausle,
Nicholas Heath, Emily Hill, Rourke
Hillyer, William Daniel Holloway,
Jordan N Hoose, Isabella Hurtado,
Demetrius Johnson, Matthew
Johnson, Ethan L Johnston,
Alexander Joshua, Erik Lee
Kaufman, Kayla Krutis, Alex
Lipshitz, Roberto Lugo, Alessandra
Vincenza Makris, Jacob Malik,
Emily Malool, Olivia K Mawby,
Amanda McGrath, William Mebes,
Ryan Hunter Midwinter, Anthony
Miguelino, Alyssa C Mongiovi,
Dhvanil Nanshah, Theodore Keith
C Nitro, Jessica O’Neill, Amanda N
Olguin, Erica Paprocki, Matthew
Porchetta, Brogan Quigley, Cara L
Raderman, Jacob L Roberts, Ramon
Rodriguez, Rachel Rojek, Sophia
Edith Rosahl, Claudia Sahaj,
Kathryn Schauer, Samuel
Schetelich, Henry Schnatter,
Stephanie Schramm, Katherine W
Schug, Javin Scott, Veronica Sendao,
Brianne Sorge, Isabella Sta Rosa,
Diamond Elizabeth Terrell, Joseph
Varela, Julia Verardi, Daniel Villardi,
Ashley Vincent, Bridget Wallden,
Connor P Wirth, Samuel Mack
Wustefeld, Tristan Yang, Christo-
pher Shaun Zogg, Kimberly Marie
Zogg,

Grade 9
Ryan Ackerman, Cameron Adams,

Grace Ahlin, Hamza Ali, Caitlin
Elizabeth Annese, Alexa Anselmo,
Angela Arvizzigno, Christopher
Bagdonas, James Bagdonas, Josiah
Baik, Julia Barnes, Rosemarie
Barnes-Lilye, Paolo Antonio Bayotas,
Steven Besson, Christian Blanco,
Celeste Corine Barbara Blanks,
Garrett Boozer, Tierra Buissereth,
Benjamin L Camacho, Peter C
Canevari, Marcello Cappuccio,
Rachella Carlino, Matthew
Carrascoso, Gianna N Cassara, Kevin
Chin, Anna C Ciarrocca, Mia Cimino,
Sarah Cooney, Elizabeth C Daniskas,
Eboni Davis, Anita K Dazzo, Jessica
Lynn DeBellis, Patrick Dembiec,
Riley DeProspero, Rachel DiFabrizio,
Dennis Drewry, Jaylen Evans, Casey
Ferguson, Miguel Fontora, Colette
Franciscus, Madison Gal, Julianne
Garner, Theodore Giandana, Bran-
don Green, Abigail Hammond, Olivia
Hausle, Christopher Hedden, Shane
Hernandez, Ryan C Johnson,
Dimitrios Kastanos, David Kloepfer,
Jonathon Koseoglu, Julianna
Lamagna, Michael-Andres Ricardo
Lancaster, Thomas Laucik, Jacob
Leigh, Julia Lomonte, Hannah C
Lyman, Isabelle Malaussena, Anton
Mayorenko, Shannon McCreesh,
Alexa Melnitsky, Angelica Mencia,
Sophia Mineo-Pankiewitz, Kaylee
Moniz, Romeo Moreau, Nicole
Muenzen, Jake P Murphy, Chloe
Nelson, Colin O’Brien, Stephen Marfo
Oduro, Alex Oslislo, Laura Pansulla,
Breanna Patino, Griffin Pawelec, Jack
Pedersen, Conor Robert Peterson,
Anthony Porter, Jonathan Gabriel
Ramos, William Ricci, Jason Ritter,
Margot Rizzi, Amanda Robbins, Alex
Rodriguez, Martin Rogoff, Allan
Romero, Abigail Saperstein, Thomas
Scarcella, Rachel Schuman, Katelyn
Scobee, Max Seefeldt, Christopher
Sekiya, Shalini Shah, Kevin Sheil,
Olivia Speranza, Isaiah Stewart,
Jacqueline Patricia Stovall, Garrett
Swaak, Paul Szanto, Kyle
Tannenbaum, Katherine Turso, Rock
Valian, Steven Verrastro, Dakota
Verrico, Maria Villeda, Justin Walsh,
George Waweru, Elizabeth Leah
Weinreb, Mekayla Bridgitte White,
Charles Widder, Daniel Wilkinson,
Morgan Wilson, Asia Wise, Zachary
Zimmerman

TEACHERS LEARNING...Teachers, support staff and administrators in the
Westfield Public School district attended an In-Service on February 12 while
schools were closed for students at the start of Presidents weekend.  “In-service
days are an opportunity to spend time with colleagues collaborating, articulating,
and learning as we prepare for the stretch-run to the end of the school year,”
stated Paul Pineiro, Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum, Instruction and
Program.   Morning and afternoon sessions were coordinated by grade level,
school or department. Pictured above are members of the Special Services
Department attending a workshop on assisting students with Dyslexia.  Included
among the more than 25 in attendance were, from left, Debby Posluszy, Lincoln
School Speech Therapist; Beth Link-Richardson, Physical Therapist; and Kristen
Ecklund and Heather Alvarez, School Psychologists, with Michael Weissman,
Assistant Superintendent for Pupil Personnel Services. At the end of each
professional development workshop, participants completed an online survey
that enables the district to review suggestions and comments when planning
future learning opportunities.

COMMUNITY SERVICE...On February 9 Wilson fourth- and fifth-grade
students arrived extra early to make almost 500 sandwiches and pack lunches to
be donated to St. Joseph Social Service Center in Elizabeth. The food items were
generously donated by the Wilson PTO, and parent volunteers assisted and
delivered the sandwiches.

Developing Game Play for
Social Studies in SPF Schools

SCOTCH PLAINS – In an effort to
make U.S. studies as immersive as
possible for their students, Mr. Litz
and Mr. Ritsko, Park Middle School’s
seventh grade U.S. Studies instruc-
tors, have been selected to attend a
week long summer institute with the
purpose of integrating games with
classroom learning.  They know that
no matter who you are and what your
background, all people know what a
game is.  Through participation in a
game based curriculum, students
learn to take responsibility for their
own learning by interacting, engag-
ing, and working on the results that
they set for themselves.  This ap-
proach teaches team building and
cooperation while making the social
studies curriculum approachable and
accessible to all students.

Princeton’s Woodrow Wilson
HistoryQuest Teaching Fellowship (a
program created to expose teachers
to new educational philosophies and
techniques) has partnered with the
Institute of Play (organization de-
voted to creating game like curricu-
lums to simulate real world problems

and well-thought out solutions) to
host a week-long series of profes-
sional workshops designed to pro-
vide teachers new educational tech-
niques with a focus on educational
game design.  Games naturally re-
quire users to implement many skills
that are considered 21st-century
learning objectives. From practicing
active listening and peer-to-peer com-
munication, to using constantly
changing data to make informed de-
cisions while problem solving, games
offer an interactive medium by which
people (and in this case, our students)
get to improve their critical thinking
skills.

The addition of game-based learn-
ing to the U.S. studies program is sure
to make for a more engaged student
population and an incredibly exciting
learning experience here at Park Middle
School.  Mr. Ritsko knows from his
days as a student at Park Middle School,
the way students learn has evolved and
he, along with his colleague Mr. Litz,
are delivering hands on experience with
the outcome of history in a student
centered way.

Westfield Sisters
Make Dean’s List

PROVIDENCE, R.I. – The follow-
ing Westfield  residents have been
named to the Dean's List at Provi-
dence College for the Fall 2015 se-
mester:

Rita Murphy and Veronica
Murphy, the daughters of Mike and
Nicole Murphy of Westfield.

Rita is a member of the class of
2019 and Veronica is a member of
the class of 2017.

To qualify for the Dean's List, stu-
dents must achieve at least a 3.55
grade point average with a minimum
of 12 credits.

Providence College is the only col-
lege or university in the United States
administered by the Dominican Fri-
ars. The Catholic, liberal arts college
has an undergraduate enrollment of
approximately 3,900 students and of-
fers degrees in 49 academic majors.
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Special Guests:

Boomer Esiason 
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America’s Got Talent
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              Maxine B. Murnick, Campaign Chair

                         Chairs
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DEVITT NETS 8 PTS, 7 RBS; MONTES 6 PTS, RYAN 5 ASST

Lady Highlanders Hold Back
Blue Devils in Basketball, 38-33

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Highlander Lindsay Gerrato proved
to be an ominous presence under the
boards offensively and defensively
with double digits in scoring and re-
bounding as the Governor Livingston
High School girls basketball team
grabbed a small lead but managed

hold onto it in a 38-33 victory over
the Westfield Blue Devils in their
final regular season home game in
Westfield on February 25.

Gerrato was the go-to person from
the start and bucketed 10 of her game-
leading 20 points in the first quarter
and finished the half with 14 points.

“We didn’t go ‘man’ [defense]. We

started out in a 3-2 [defense]. We
went into to a 2-3 where I was in the
middle to shut down the shot. She
was almost, I would say 90 percent
from the floor. She’s a real player,”
Blue Devil junior Shannon Devitt
said.

Devitt finished the game with eight

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford High School senior Niko
Cappello headed a list of eight team-
mates, who qualified for the NJSIAA
Tournament (top-3 in each weight
class) to be held at Boardwalk Hall in
Atlantic City this weekend, by cap-
turing his second title at the Region 3

COUGARS ‘DiGIO’, CONCINA, ‘ESPO’, DORAN GET 2ND

Cappello Wins Reg. Mat Title,
Gozdieski, Wustefeld Advance

Tournament in Union on February
27. Blue Devil Jarek Gozdieski came
through on the top end of some blaz-
ing battles to place second at 160-lbs
and Raider sophomore Sam
Wustefeld recovered from an early
loss to place third at 170-lbs.

Cappello, who won the 182-lb title
last year, defended it well with a 5-3,

overtime victory over Christian
Gonzales (South Plainfield — SoP)
in the title bout after recording a 9-0
majority decision and a 1:49 fall in
his previous bouts. Cappello used his
standard single-leg lift and trip
takedown to earn the crown.

In his first bout, Gozdieski was

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOURNAMENT OF HIS LIFE...Cougar junior Mike Nigro, front, is entangled with Austin Senkarik (Governor
Livingston) in one of his 138-lb bouts at the Region 3 Tournament in Union. Nigro pinned Senkarik, followed up with a win
over Tim Murphy (Brearley) then pinned top-seeded Val Miele (Delbarton) to place third and qualify for states at A.C.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCRAMBLE FOR POSSESSION...Blue Devils Maria Nemeth, left, and Danielle Rinaldi, right, try to wrest the ball away
from a Highlander in Westfield on February 25. Governor Livingston held on to beat the Blue Devils, 38-33.

See Cranford/Roselle Catholic
UCT Championship Game – page 13

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

More photos
at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Another in a series on the history of
sports at WHS

The first mention of an ice hockey
team at WHS comes in the archives of
the Union County Standard, a long-
defunct twice-a-week newspaper from
a century ago. It reported that the man-
ager H.M. Green’s boys from Lincoln
High School (WHS’s name back then)
lost 6-0 to the Leal School of Plainfield
in 1900. The game was played on
Clark’s Pond, now Mindowaskin Park.

The next year’s rematch saw Leal
prevail by a 6-1 score at Holly’s Pond
in Plainfield.

That was pretty much it, until 1950,
when WHS beat Peddie and Nutley,
but lost to Cranford, 2-0. That team,
captained by Dick (Ace) Johnston, was
not school sponsored.

It was another 22 before a club team
was formed in 1972 by Jim Coulter, an
electronics teacher at the high school.
That team went 8-3 and included the
likes of Frank Ritter, Mark and Matt
Sweeney, Rene DeRosario, Bill
Chapman, and goalies Stu Dixon and
Doug Salzinger. In 1973 the Westfield
Ice Hockey Club, known as the
Nordiques, went 6-10 behind
DeRosario, Mark Sweeney, Greg Avis,
Dixon and Salzinger.

The parental support of the local
club team finally convinced WHS ath-
letic director Ed Tranchina to “add”
ice hockey to its list of sports, although
that was mostly in name only; the team
had to raise its own money for practice
time and games. But in 1994-95 the
Blue Devils took to the ice under coach
Brian LaFontaine. In their first “offi-
cial” game, on Dec. 3, 1994, they lost
to the Hun School, 4-3, on a last-
second goal. Their first win was 6-2
over Bridgewater-Raritan. Matt
Gualtieri (36 goals), Derek Fisher and
Ben Sezer were a formidable first line,
and sophomore Bryan Graye was solid
in goal. Taking a regular shift on de-
fense that year was senior Natalie
Urciuoli, a legacy from the family that
produced many WHS athletes from the
1930s (Dom, Tony, Joe and Bill) to the
’60s (Dr. Bob) and then Natalie, Bob’s
kid. (Through marriage, the ‘House of
Urch’ eventually included great town
names like Ventimiglia, Harbaugh and
Hannis.) She was reportedly the first
female taking a regular shift on a New
Jersey team.

A move up in competition hurt the
won-lost record for a few years, but
produced some outstanding players,
like Anthony DiDario, Brendan Hickey,
Brandon Kape, Josh Falcone, Mike

WHS Ice Hockey …
Started at Clark’s Pond

Bird, Max Langford and Ron Kashlak.
Bird, who moved to town from
Markham, Ontario, was the MVP of
the state all-star game after scoring
three goals and two assists. But it was
Kashlak who became the brightest star
of the sport’s early days.

The Scotch Plains native (his mother
was a teacher, so he and sister Michelle
attended WHS) led the state in scoring
as a junior and senior, with 96 points
each year. He established school
records – most of them still stand– for
points, goals and assists, in a single
game, one season and for a career.
Every offensive record was Kashlak’s
when he graduated. His 64 goals in a
season, 163 career goals and 273 ca-
reer points are marks that could stand
for a long time.

In his senior year, the Blue Devils
reached the semifinals of the state tour-
nament before being eliminated by
Brick. But three years of struggles
followed (9-55-5) and LaFontaine

stepped down after the 2002 season
with a 56-122-11 record.

Dennis Doherty was the next coach
and his eight-year record was 90-84-
25. The sport was starting to catch on
at the youth level, and the high school
was able to start getting families of
players. Sal and Craig Esposito, Seth
and Brian Davidson, John and Nick
Attanasio, Ed and Joe Kramkowski,
CJ and Sam Meyer, plus guys like Alex
Regenstreich, Brent Davis, Adam
Becker, Eric Zagorski, Jimmy Bender
and Dylan Moran.

Doherty’s final year (2010) saw the
team go 17-7-4, setting a school record
for wins. Using a three-headed goalie
monster of Steve Wronski, Morgan
Bungerz and Joe Fleschler, the Blue
Devils advanced to the state tourna-
ment, where they lost to Morristown,
3-2.

The 2011 season was an emotional
roller-coaster ride. Bob Ritchie and
George Giresi replaced Brendan
Hickey as coach after he was sus-
pended in early February. By season’s
end the Devils were 20-5-2 – the best
season in school history. CJ Meyer
broke Kashlak’s season and career as-
sist records and the team went unde-
feated (10-0-2) in the Union County
Conference, before falling to Summit
4-3 in the county final.

Sean Cromarty was named coach in
2012 and the next three years were
46-21-8, and included the first Union
County Cup in program history in
2013. That year saw the team go 20-5-
2 again, and post a historic 3-1 victory
in the title game over Summit, which
had edged WHS in the 2010 and 2011
finals. The team also reached the third
round of states, where it lost in a
shootout to Bridgewater-Raritan. Fea-
tured players included Liam Devin,
Dane Huber, Sam Meyer, Jon Macik,
Nick Grawher, Chris Kattak, Jeremie
DeDea, Andrew Stern, Andrew
Marino, Christian Rosa and freshman
goalie Dan DoCampo, who com-
pletely rewrote the school record
books for season and career saves and
shutouts.

The last two seasons have been un-
der coach Joe Bertucci, and WHS has
remained a solid citizen in NJ ice
hockey circles, going 16-6-1 and 11-
10. The 2015 team rode the goaltending
of DoCampo to a fine season. Both
teams have featured Luke Hiltwein,
Matt Friedman, Dante Anastario, An-
drew Marino, Ken Meyer, Matt
Rittendale and Matt Macik.

ISN’T LIFE STRANGE
Faithful Reader Don of Westfield

informed me last week that our class-
mate Jack Mills had passed away. When
I checked out his photo in my 1963
yearbook he looked familiar. His obitu-
ary said that we were born one week
apart and that, while living much of his
life in Scotch Plains, he had been
heavily involved in local swimming,
officiating US Swimming, YMCA, and
the Westfield Outdoor Swim League.
Then I noticed he was survived by his
wife and their daughter … Mary Beth
… Mills … swimming … Scotch Plains

W ‘Y’ 12U Devilfish Compete
At NJ ‘Y’ State Championship

The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish
12 and under team competed in the
NJ YMCA State Swimming Champi-
onships hosted by Ocean County
YMCA in Toms River on February
26-28. The 11-12 swimmers com-
peted in prelims and finals, while the
10Us swam timed finals only.

Of the 35 Devilfish, who qualified
to compete, 10 individuals and eight
relay teams scored points by placing
16th or higher. Natalie Lee led the
team with 60.5 points and set a new
“Y” team record in the 11-12 girls
100IM. Seth Camacho scored 31
points setting a new 11-12 WY team
record in the 200-fly.

Henry Brown led the 11-12 boys
by qualifying for finals in four indi-
vidual events, while Christian Tedesco
led the 10U with five top-16 finishes
scoring 36.5 points overall. The 12U
team finished 13th.

TOP 16 FINISHES:
10U girls: Emily Constable 14th

(50-breast), Clare Logan 16th (100-
free), 13th (200-medley relay —
Lauren Lane, Emily Constable, Clare

Logan, Kate Riordan), 12th (200-
free relay — Logan, Clara Yu, Lane
and Kate Riordan)

10U boys: Christian Tedesco 4th
(200IM), 8th (100-breast), 10th (50-
breast), 15th (100-back, 100IM), 15th
(200-medley relay – Tedesco, Nathan
Welsh, JD Twilley, Danny McGann),
8th (200-free relay – McGann,
Tedesco, Cole Sharkey, Aidan Troy)

11-12 girls: Natalie Lee 3rd (50-
back, 100-fly), 4th (50-fly), 9th
(100IM), 12th (100-back), Sofia
Leonetti 13th (100-breast), 11th (200-
medley relay – Lee, Leonetti, Gigi
Sandull, Bridget Thomas), 14th (200-
free relay – Sandull, Maggie Burke,
Thomas, Isabelle Gauthier)

11-12 boys: Roan Baker 9th
(100IM, 200-breast), 11th (500-free),
Henry Brown 6th (100-free), 11th
(200-free), 12th (50-back), 13th (50-
free), Seth Camacho 7th (200-back,
200-fly), 10th (100-back), Aidan Ter-
nary 13th (200IM, 200-fly), 14th (50-
back), Barney Veres 9th (100-breast),
7th (200-medley relay – Trenery,
Veres, Baker, Brown), 9th (200-free
relay – Trenery, Baker, Veres, Brown).

The13 and older WY Devilfish will
compete in the next half of the “Y”
State Meet at Franklin and Marshall
College on March 10-13. For more
information regarding the Devilfish,
please contact Brian Guidera, Direc-
tor of Competitive Aquatics and Head
Coach, (908) 233-2700. X263 or
bguidera@westfieldynj.org .

…
My mind returned to the 1986 Union

County championships, a Sunday at
Elizabeth High when Friday’s snowed-
out diving competition would deter-
mine the winner. WHS needed 25 points
from its divers to tie Summit and avoid
losing its first county title since 1956,
and it got exactly 25, meaning co-
champs. But I remembered the name
of the winner of the boys diving –
Mary Beth Mills. Scotch Plains was a
coed team, so its females had to com-
pete against the boys.

Mills also finished second at the
state B Division championships, but
this time in the girls division. She was
runnerup to SPF teammate Ali Buckley,
who had missed the county meet. Had
Buckley competed in Elizabeth that
Sunday, WHS would have scored 22

diving points and its U.C. champion-
ship streak would have ended at 29,
instead of stretching to 42.

A simple twist of fate …
ANOTHER BULLET

Last week we mentioned that Jack
Curry, WHS’s record-breaking running
back, was going to Gettysburg Col-
lege, and listed some recent Blue Dev-
ils who’d gone there. We got an e-mail
from Faithful Reader Peter from
Mountainside, noting that Bob
Wolfgang, the WHS co-captain from
the Class of 1960, had also played at
Gettysburg. In fact, Wolfgang held the
school record of 251 yards in a game
for nearly two decades before Butch
Woolfolk’s 253 broke it in 1977.
Curry’s best last fall was 247 against
Hunterdon Central, and he had three
other 200-yards-plus games.

Next: indoor track

COLDWELL BANKER

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

#1 Agent Westfield Office Since 2006
Visit my website at: www.TheIsoldiCollection.com

email: isre@aol.com
Direct Line: 908-301-2038

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

OPEN HOUSE:
Sunday, March 6th • 1-3PM

Magnificent Colonial w/open floor plan, hardwood floors, & decorative millwork. Expansive foyer,
living room open to formal dining room, gourmet eat-in-kitchen w/center island breakfast bar,
granite counter tops, & stainless steel appliances. Family room w/custom built-ins flanking fireplace.
Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, sitting room/office & spa-like bath. Bedroom w/en-suite bath, 3rd
floor bedroom retreat. Lower level w/ media/recreation room & pantry. Professionally landscaped
and illuminated grounds w/paver patio, driveway, walkways & irrigation system.

954 Dunham Avenue, Westfield Offered at $1,365,000

TheIsoldiCollection.com

Hiring the Top Agent Isn’t Expensive ... It’s Priceless!

Ron Kashlak (1999)

Natalie Urciuoli

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 
Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 
Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, fitness 
center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus on fun. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083

RYAN, MONTES SCORE 9 PTS EACH; DEVITT 5 PTS, 7 RB

R.C. Lions’ Late Rally Downs
Basketball Blue Devils, 49-33

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fans of the 2015-16 Westfield High
School girls’ basketball team have
seen this movie before. It starts with
the Blue Devils putting up a valiant
effort early and ends with them going
through a dry spell that results in
stinging defeat. That script played
itself out again in a 49-33 loss to
Roselle Catholic on February 23 at
Westfield High School.

For the entire first half, Westfield
played on even footing with Roselle
Catholic, leading much of the way
before heading into the break tied at
19-19. The stalemate continued for
the first seven minutes of the third
quarter with the two teams knotted at
26-26. But a 5-0 spurt in the final
minute of the third quarter, which
included a buzzer beating 3-point shot
by Kamille Jacobs, gave Roselle
Catholic a 31-26 lead heading into
the final frame. This represented the
Lions biggest advantage of the game
to that point.

But as has been the case so often
this year, the Blue Devils were about
to go ice cold. Over the next four and
a half minutes Roselle Catholic would
score 14 straight points, turning a
nip-and-tuck battle into a 45-26 lock.

“I think the fourth quarter has been
our Achilles Heel all season,” said

junior center Shannon Devitt. “We
really need to learn how to finish out
games. We are still working on it. I
think it is a mental thing more than
anything else. They (Roselle Catho-
lic) changed their defense from a
man-to-man set to a 1-3-1 zone and
that gave us some problems but we
know what we have to do to beat it.
We just did not execute.”

In all, the Blue Devil scoring
drought lasted just under seven min-
utes and it was enough to spell their
doom. Meanwhile, Roselle Catholic
was beginning to find a comfort zone
on offense. Jennifer McClave scored
13 points in the second half, includ-
ing 10 in the fourth quarter. McClave’s
back-to-back 3-point bombs in the
span of 30 seconds helped move the

Lions from a comfortable 37-26 lead
to a bulging 43-26 advantage with
just under five minutes remaining.

“We just didn’t adjust to their of-
fense quick enough,” said Westfield’s
Grace Elliott. “They hit two big three
point shots that we did not get out on
and that changed the nature of the
game. Against their defense, we defi-
nitely had some problems getting the
ball into scoring position immedi-
ately after they switched to the 1-3-1
zone in the second half.”

Roselle Catholic, which improved
to 15-7 on the season, had a chance to
play for the Union County Tourna-
ment title if they could defeat The
Patrick School in their semifinal round
match.

“The Westfield defense was both-
ering us in the first half,” said Roselle
Catholic Head Coach Joe Skrec. “We
began making better passes in the
second half and we certainly moved
the ball better. Westfield deserves a
lot of credit for what they were doing
there today. They are not a bad team
at all.”

Blue Devils Molly Ryan and senior
Amalia Montes each scored nine
points in the loss. Shannon Devitt had
five points and seven rebounds for
the Blue Devils, who fell to 8-14 on
the season.
Roselle Cath. 11   8 12 18 49
Westfield 13   6   7   7 33

WF’s Schaeffer Places
Fifth at MOC Track
Westfield High School senior

Brooke Schaeffer finished fifth in
the 800 meters with a time of 2:17.23
at the Indoor Track & Field Meet of
Championships at the Bennett Cen-
ter in Toms River on February 27.

The Westfield Area “Y” 12U Devilfish

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AT THE CHARITY LINE...Blue Devil Amalia Montes focuses on making her
free throw in the game against the Roselle Catholic Lions in Westfield.
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Lady Highlanders Hold Back Blue Devils, 38-33
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2015
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
jaynebernstein@gmail.com

JAYNE BERNSTEIN
Sales Associate

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555
COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 6th • 1-3PM

Exquisite 6 bedroom, 5-1/2 bath Colonial w/magnificent details. Lofty 2 story foyer, formal living room, formal dining
room w/tray ceiling & butler’s pantry. Gourmet EIK open to family room with fireplace. 1st floor bedroom/office w/en-
suite bath. 2nd floor features master bedroom offering sitting area w/fireplace & luxurious bath, 3 additional bedrooms
and laundry.  3rd level bedroom w/en-suite bath. Large, beautifully manicured property with multi-level patio.

403 Quantuck Lane, Westfield Offered at $1,719,000

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 6th • 1-3PM

Beautifully maintained Center Hall Colonial featuring 4 bedrooms and 3.2 baths. First floor bedroom with en-suite bath,
eat-in-kitchen, formal living room with fireplace, sunroom and office. Master bedroom features spa-like bath, sitting area,
dressing area and fireplace. Finished basement with fireplace and half bath. Elegant private back porch opens to private lane.

17 Mountainview Drive, Mountainside Offered at $949,000

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WICHELNS 23 PTs, WILLIAMSON 18 PTs, MacLELLAND 17

Lady Cougars Jump on Lions
For UCT Hoops Crown, 71-63

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Teamwork at it best paved the way
for the Cranford High School girls
basketball team to quickly “shoot”
past the Roselle Catholic Lions and
remain there in a 71-63 victory for
the Union County Tournament (UCT)
championship held at Kean Univer-
sity in Union on February 28. The 15-
8 Cougars’ ability to dish out assists
from all areas of the court to open
teammates kept the Lady Lions guess-
ing as to how they could defend them
successfully.

Every Cougar on the floor dished
out assists and their total came up to
21. Senior Lindsay Pace (7 points, 3
steals) dished out five of them. Senior
Cerys MacLelland dished out four
assists but also received a few herself
to score 17 points. MacLelland also
pulled 11 rebounds.

“Being a teammate, I think that’s
how you play sports. You work with
your team. You trust your teammates
and I think that’s what we did really
well. You can’t be selfish,” Pace said.

“We are a good outside shooting
team. We don’t want to rely on it but

when they are falling, they are fall-
ing. If they are not going to come out
at you and stop you from shooting
them, go for it,” Cougar Head Coach
Jackie Dyer said. “It’s nice. We get a
lot from everyone. My bench is con-
stantly cheering. When they are in the
game, they are working. It’s a very
nice team effort.”

The massive amount of assists, in-
deed, found the right shooter at the
right time. Freshman Lauren
Williamson banged three of her five
3-pointers in the first quarter and two

MacLELLAND NETS 17 PTS, 18 RBS; PACE NETS 15 PTS

Cougars Leap to UCT Final,
Stop N.P. Lady Pioneers, 50-39

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The third time was a charm for the
Cranford High School girls basket-
ball team as they finally managed to
take down New Providence, 50-39,
in the semifinals of the Union County
Tournament held on February 25 at
the Earl H. Walter gym in Rahway. In
the process, the Cougars earned them-
selves a spot in the UCT Champion-
ship game scheduled for February 28
against Roselle Catholic. Cougar se-
nior Cerys MacLelland put together a
monster performance with 17 points
and 18 rebounds in the contest.

“Our confidence level is very high
right now,” said MacLelland. “We
came together as a team because we
wanted this so bad. We got a lot of
great performances tonight. This has
been a great way to finish out our
senior season.”

Cranford, seeded third, faced the
daunting task of having to defeat a
second-seeded New Providence team
that not only defeated them twice
during the regular season but also
features one of the county’s finest
players in guard Katie Kinum. The
slick left handed point guard had al-
ready torched the Cougars for 33
points in one of their earlier match-
ups and figured to be a handful for the
Cranford defense once again. But
Cranford got a stellar defensive per-
formance from freshman Lauren

Williamson, who drew the unenvi-
able assignment of containing Kinum.

“There aren’t enough words to ex-
press how incredible Lauren
Williamson’s defense was, said
Cranford Head Coach Jacquelyn Dyer.
“As the only freshman on our team,
she was given the toughest job of the
season, to guard Katie, who very well
could be the Union County Player of
the Year and she did phenomenal. The
last time we played New Providence,
Katie had 33 points and yesterday,
Lauren held her to 20. She’s a very
talented player, who is going to score
her points each game, but Lauren did
an amazing job of containing her. I
couldn’t be prouder of her!”

Cranford came out fast against New
Providence building to a 14-10 first
quarter lead. New Providence kept it
close throughout the first half. After a
Kinum drive into the lane resulted in
a basket and a foul, the Pioneers had
narrowed the gap to 20-19 with 1:40
left in the half. But in the final minute,
Lyndsay Pace answered with a lay-
up and then found MacLelland ahead
of the field for a transition basket to
put the Cougars up, 24-19, at the
break.

Cranford extended the lead to nine
points after a MacLelland post up
basket and a lay-up off of a steal made
it 28-19 two minutes into the third
quarter. The Cougar defense was the
story of the third quarter as they held

New Providence to just five points,
all scored by Kinum. When Pace
drilled a 3-pointer from the top with:
47 remaining in the quarter, the Cou-
gars were firmly in control at 37-24.

Cranford unsettled the Pioneers
throughout the fourth quarter, never
allowing them to get closer than eight
points with just over a minute to play.
The Cougars got a strong performance
from senior Julia Schork, who was
called into action when starter Isaballa
Speer picked up her fourth personal
foul in the third quarter. Schork played
inspired basketball, scoring three
points and collecting five rebounds,
while providing outstanding interior
defense throughout her time on the
floor.

“I was very nervous,” said Schork.
“To be honest, I was just thinking to
myself that this was New Providence
and I really wanted to beat them. I
knew coming into the game that I had
big shoes to fill and I just tried my
best. I usually have problems with
picking up fouls but tonight fortu-
nately; I stayed out of foul trouble.”

Pace finished with 15 points and
three assists and Camryn Wilchelns
added seven points. Cranford (14-8)
was scheduled to face Roselle Catho-
lic in the championship game.
Cranford owns a pair of regular sea-
son wins over the Lions.
Cranford 14 10 13 13 50
New Providence 10   9   5 15 39

points, seven rebounds and a pair of
blocked shots and senior Amalia
Montes, who scored six points, pulled
six rebounds and added one block.
But Montes and Devitt had their work
cut out for them with the effective-
ness of Gerrato underneath.

“The first half, she had 14 points.
We knew that going into the second
half. I definitely think we cut her
points down. Just the rest of the team
picked it up. We just needed that
fourth quarter, we needed to finish
more,” Devitt said.

What Devitt was referring to was
that the Blue Devils entered the fourth
quarter trailing by five, 34-29, then
sophomore Molly Ryan sank an early
3-pointer to cut the Highlanders’ lead
to two. The Blue Devils got the ball
back and even had a chance to knot
the score but missed shots plagued
them throughout and the Highland-
ers escaped with the win.

But missing easy lay-ups and short
jumpers seemed to haunt the Blue
Devils from the beginning.

“I definitely agree. I would say we
had a very low shooting percentage
from the floor. Myself included. And
we also just missed easy lay-ups. Our
foul shot percentage went up I know.

We need to focus on just getting those
shots in when we need to,” Devitt
said.

Gerrato’s effectiveness underneath,
not just with scoring but with re-
bounding, in addition to Amanda
Bostwick’s 3-pointer, led to a 15-11
Highlander lead at the end of the first
quarter. The second quarter was a
tradeoff of points with the Highland-
ers eking out an 11-10 edge to carry
a five-point lead, 26-21, at the half.
Montes, with the help of a pair of
assists from Ryan, who finished with
five assists, scored all six of her points
in the quarter. Devitt and Jenna Iorio
each added a lay-up.

After Gerrato began the third quar-
ter with a lay-up, the Blue Devils
went on a 6-0 run initiated by Ryan’s
two straight assists to Devitt followed
by Grace Elliott’s 2-pointer to close
the margin to 28-27, forcing the High-
landers to call a timeout with 3:51 on
the clock. But a pressure defense and
two straight scores put the Highland-
ers back on top by five with 1:03 left
in the quarter. Highlander Lindsay
DiStaso (10 points) stretched the lead
to seven but Ryan ended the quarter
with a 2-pointer.

“They definitely adjusted to it, so

we needed to adjust to their adjust-
ment to us as well. The inside game
was very tough because they were
double teaming me, which is difficult
as a post player but it kicked out for
the shots. We were just missing the
shots,” Devitt said.

The final quarter ended in a 4-4
defensive struggle. Elliott finished
with five points and five steals.
Danielle Rinaldi had three points and
Maria Nemeth and Mia Melao each
scored two points.

Next for the Blue Devils would be
a trip to Millburn on March 1 to face
the seventh-seeded Millers in the first
round of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 Tournament at 5 p.m.

“We played Millburn in a scrim-
mage, first scrimmage of the season.
Definitely both teams have improved
a lot, but it’s definitely going to be a
tough away game but we need to
focus on getting our shooting per-
centage up from this game, making
our fouls shots, definitely those lay-
ups and we will be good for that,”
Devitt said. “State tournament! That’s
the last of the last, so we got to put it
into fourth gear, just get it going.”
Gov. Livingston 15 11   8   4 38
Westfield 11 10   8   4 33

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DOUBLE TEAMED...Cougar senior Cerys MacLelland gets double teamed by a pair of Pioneers in the Union County
Tournament semifinal game at Rahway High School on February 25. The Cougars topped New Providence, 50-39.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING TO THE BASKET...Blue Devil senior Maria Nemeth drives to the basket in the game against the Lady
Highlanders at Westfield High School on February 25.
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Westfield Office
185 Elm St  908-654-7777
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FANWOOD. Lovely 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Split Level offers modern
open floor plan. Gleaming HWF, Large Living Room with Bay
Window, Dining Room, Amazing huge Great Room with high ceilings,
French Doors to DR and access to back yard and  patio, updated Kitchen with granite
counter and S/S appliances. Ground level offers full bath and flexible space for possible
in-law suite. Located conveniently to schools, transportation and shopping. $469,000.

SPLIT LEVEL
SCOTCH PLAINS. Welcome to this impressive sprawling 3
Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Ranch situated on over an acre of property. Open
foyer with double closet leads to the spacious Living Room with large
bow windows and fireplace. The Formal Dining Room has a large picture window
overlooking the tiered deck and fenced back yard. The gourmet kitchen boasts lovely
wood cabinetry, granite counter tops, full granite backsplash, new double self cleaning
ovens and a wine refrigerator! $719,900.

RANCH

SCOTCH PLAINS. 2 Custom Luxury "New Construction" Homes
located in Scotch Meadow Estates. This colonial style home is one of
five new homes situated on a private cul-de-sac on the south side of
Scotch Plains by the golf course & country club. This home features
4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths. FLR w/fireplace, FDR, Gourmet kitchen w/granite counter tops
& wood cabinetry opening to FR. Master suite w/walk in closet & spa-like master bath,
3 additional BRs & 2 baths with walk up attic. $985,000 & $1,285,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION HOMES
SCOTCH PLAINS. Highly Sought After End Unit Townhome with First
Floor Master Bedroom located in a private gated community with an in ground
pool, tennis courts & clubhouse. The open floor plan is a perfect layout  for
entertaining or comfortable living. This distinctive home features an eat in
kitchen which leads to a formal dining room & living room. The family room w/wood burning brick
fireplace, powder room, laundry & entrance to garage complete the 1st floor. The 2nd floor offers
a spacious bedroom w/two walk in closets, a full bath and an oversize storage room. $335,000.

END UNIT TOWNHOME
WESTFIELD. New Construction By R4 Homes. 5 Bedroom, 4.5
Bath Custom Colonial. Four Floors of finished Luxury. Extensive
mill Work, crown Molding and raised paneling, 4" Oak Floors,
gourmet Kitchen, Family room with Gas Fire Place and sliders leading to Backyard.
Fabulous master suite with sitting area, his and hers walk in closets and Balcony. 2
Zone Heating and Central air, Landscaping Package...plus so much more! $1,169,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

SCOTCH PLAINS. Beautifully Renovated Colonial combines
character and charm with modern updates. This inviting home
features gleaming hardwood floors, wood burning fireplace in the
Living Room, Formal Dining Room, remodeled kitchen with granite counters and SS
appliances & newer 1.2 bath all on the 1st floor. Showcasing the second floor is an
updated full bath and 3 Bedrooms. The walk-up finished with a rec room, laundry area
& utility closet. Outside there is a one car detached garage & patio. $374,500.

COLONIAL

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR BASKETBALL PLAYERS...Several of the Cranford boys basketball team assemble for a photo after the
Brearley game. Pictured, left to right, are: Hunter Remley (13), David Fonseca (20), Jack Schetelich (10), Michael Smith
(12), Sean Leonard (23), Joe Norton (25), Chris Remley (21) and Rich Dugandzic (33).

CHRIS REMLEY BUCKETS 18 PTS, SMITH SINKS 17 PTS

Cougar Basketball Boys Roar
Past Brearley Bears, 76-60

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School boys’
basketball team flexed its muscles
before the upcoming state playoffs
with a convincing, 76-60 win over
Brearley in a game played on Febru-
ary 24 in Kenilworth. Chris Remley
scored 18 points and Michael Smith
added 17 points for Cranford. The
Cougars were never challenged in
this one as their superior speed and
size proved to be far too much for the
host Bears to handle.

The Cougars raced out to a 24-15
advantage by the end of the first quar-
ter. They would extend it to 43-31 by
the halftime break. The Cougars built
their lead on the strength of good
long range shooting early. Time and
again, Cranford shooters drained 3-
point baskets over a packed in
Brearley defense. Cranford would
connect on 14 three-point shots in the
game.

“We noticed early on that they were
in a 2-3 zone,” said Cranford senior
guard Sean Leonard. “We like to shoot
over that kind of a defensive set.”

Brearley’s lone bright spot came
early when senior Evan Collier scored
his 1,000th career point in the first
quarter. Collier proved to be a tough
cover all day as he finished with 28

points, although many came with the
outcome already decided.

Cranford started the first four min-
utes of the third quarter with a 14-0
run that extended its advantage to 57-
31 and essentially ended the com-
petitive aspect of the game. Hunter
Remley (8 points) and Smith each
connected on 3-pointers during the
decisive stretch. Smith canned five 3-
pointers on the game.

Cranford outscored the Bears 22-6
in the third quarter, which allowed
them to take a 65-37 lead into the
final period. It was not long before
Cranford Head Coach Ryan Huber
got to empty his bench.

“We actually didn’t play all that
well in the first quarter,” said Huber.
“I thought it took a while for us to get
untracked. When we did, the shots
started falling and we were able to put
some points on the board and extend
the lead. I think we hit nine threes in
the first half.”

For Cranford, 14-7 overall, the sea-
son has been one of redemption after
a difficult 2014-15 campaign.

“The mentality has improved,” said
Huber. “Last year was filled with
injuries across the board to key play-
ers. Jack Schetelich only played about
half of the games last year. This sea-
son we got great commitment from

the kids over the summer. They
wanted to be here and they spent a lot
of time working out with us. The
results can be seen in the record.”

Despite the success, the Cougars
faced a daunting task heading into
their state playoff match at Snyder
that was set for February 29. The
Tigers possess strength in an area that
has always given Cranford fits in the
past.

“In Ron Washington, Snyder has a
talented frontcourt player, who is
about 6’9” and he can do a lot of
different things,” said Huber. “We
have done better this year against big
front lines. We played well against St.
Mary’s and their front line was 6’7”
and 6’8” straight across.”
Cranford 24 19 22 11 76
Brearley 15 16   6 23 60

of them sandwiched around sopho-
more Cam Wichelns’ 3-pointer that
gave the Cougars an immediate 9-0
lead. Williamson (3 assists) finished
the game with 18 points and Wichelns
(2 assists, 5 rebounds) finished with
23 points, which included four 3-
pointers.

“Lauren Williamson was shooting
up a storm. I knew I wanted to keep
feeding her the ball. And Cam was
shooting great, so we just wanted to
keep feeding people the ball and be
very unselfish. That’s a key aspect as

a team. When we are unselfish, we
play our best basketball,” MacLelland
said.

“When I was open, I was confident.
When I was open last year, I wasn’t
confident shooting. I have been work-
ing on it with my AAU team, so they
are confident with me. We all are
confident with each other, so when
they are open, you got to get them the
ball and hope that they make it. And
we usually do make it. We are a very
well-coached team,” Wichelns said.

“I love looking at our stats at the

end of the game because even all over
the place, not just points but rebounds
and steals and assists,” Coach Dyer
added.

But additional assists came from
the inside with Bela Speer and Julia
Schork, who had four assists and two
blocks, with their give-and-go tech-
nique. Speer finished with five re-
bounds, seven blocks, three assists
and six points.

“Bela and I have been playing since
fourth grade and my dad always says,
‘do the give-and-go, do the give-and-
go!’ We did it and Julia was the one
who actually did it this game looking
for the open girls. We got the best
shots we could,” MacLelland said.

“They are both key players. We
give it to them in the middle and they
drop it off for an assist down low. We
are happy to have them,” Wichelns
said.

“We really focus a lot on attacking
the basket. The way to do that is really
to get the ball in the middle and have
them kick it out or underneath the
basket for a little handoff or a
backdoor give-and-go. We work a lot
on that because we are a good outside
shooting team. Eventually someone
is going to try to stop us or our shots
aren’t going to fall, so we have to
have something else,” Dyer explained.

The Lions had some very danger

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

TOURNAMENT CHAMPS...The Westfield 8th grade basketball team won the
Clark Tournament for the fifth consecutive year. Pictured, left to right, are: front
row; Jason Lee, Jack Riley, Ben Kaplan, Jake Walsh and Andrew Echausse;
below, Cam Gabloff; back row, Coach Mitchell, Coach Lee, Will Kessler, Griffin
Rooney, Colin Elliot, Colin Freer and Coach Gabloff.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE STEAL AND DRIVING DOWNCOURT...Cougar senior Lindsay Pace drives downcourt after swiping the
ball from a Lady Lion during the Union County Tournament championship game at Kean University on February 28.
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Westfield - West Office
600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090
ColdwellBankerHomes.com/WestfieldWest • (908) 233-0065

 Platinum: $20 Million & 30 Units Minimum or 125 Units
 Gold: $12 Million & 25 Units Minimum or 90 Units
 Silver: $6.5 Million & 20 Units Minimum or 70 Units
  Bronze:  $2.5 Million & 15 Units Minimum or 30 Units
 ★:  Distinguished Sales Club (achiever for 10+ years)

Facebook.com/CBRBNewJersey Twitter.com/CBRB_NewJersey

Beth E. Sullivan

PLATINUM

Julie Manuel Murphy

GOLD

Jill Skibinsky

GOLD

Cathy Splinter

GOLD

Jocelyne Holden

SILVER

Daniel Damesek

BRONZE

David Labush

BRONZE

Barbara Lang

BRONZE

Janice Good-Piga

BRONZE

Karen Rimondi

BRONZE

Patricia “Pat” Plante

SILVER

Sherrie Natko

SILVER

Anne Weber

SILVER

Brian Kastner

BRONZE

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

©  2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker 
logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. 

We proudly recognize the commitment of the Coldwell Banker affiliated sales associates who achieved 
membership in the NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence Sales Award® for 2015.

Cathy Lee Tomlinson

BRONZE

Nancy Jean Walker

BRONZE

Sharon Steele

GOLD

Joyce D. Taylor

GOLD

Carol W. Tener

GOLD

Eulondia Reese-Turner

BRONZE

Ileen Cuccaro

BRONZE

Deborah Citarella

BRONZE

Best Bestof theThe
Recognizing

NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®
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Lady Cougars Jump on Roselle Catholic Lions, 71-63, for Union County Tournament Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

ous shooters on their team and the Cou-
gars were well aware of who they were.

“Jen McClave! She was key player
for them You can get into her head
and we really worked on that. She’s
going to have her points but we shut
her down,” Wichelns said.

“Jenny McClave and number 5
[Kamille Jacobs]! We switched on
the screens and we had to crash the
boards and get the rebounds. We did
a pretty good job,” MacLelland said.

McClave finished with 12 points
and Jacobs bucketed 13. Taniya
Hanner netted 17 points, while Tyara
McQueen had 14.

After a 9-0 start, the Cougars won
the first quarter, 20-18, with
Williamson sinking nine of her points.
The Lions took their only lead of the
game, 22-20, with 5:43 left in the
second quarter but the Cougars came
screaming back to seize a 35-28 lead
at the half. MacLelland, on an assist

from Williamson, rolled in a slick
lay-up at the buzzer.

Wichelns held the hot hand in the
third quarter and hit 12 of her points
en route to a 22-20 run to put the
Cougars on top, 57-48, entering the
final quarter. MacLelland sank seven
points in the quarter.

The victory was the Cougars’ first
UCT title since 2006.

“It feels awesome. I wouldn’t want
to leave any other way. All that hard

work paid off and I couldn’t be more
proud of my team,” Pace said.

When asked if she thought at the
beginning of the season that her team
would win the UCT title, MacLelland
said, “Absolutely not! I am going to
be honest but when the season started
to come, when we beat Roselle Catho-
lic the first time, I said I think we can
do it. We came together the third
game. We started playing as a team.
That’s how you win when you are

unselfish and you give it all you have.”
Coach Dyer answered, “Yes I did.

Before the season even started, I knew
the group that I had that it was in them
and they could do it. The team that
they were at the beginning of the
season is not the team they are now. It
was nice that it clicked. It was the
right time for us.”

“It feels awesome. Sophomore
year! This is the best feeling,”
Wichelns said.

“I’m speechless as a senior for the
senior class. We worked so hard, ev-
eryone. The underclassmen came out
big time. It shows that every single
person on the team has value.”
MacLelland said

“It feels really great. I experienced
it my senior year and it’s nice that
these girls get to experience it to-
gether,” Coach Dyer said.
Roselle Cath 18 10 20 15 63
Cranford 20 15 22 14 71

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONCENTRATING ON DEFENSE...Cougars Lauren Williamson, No. 10, and Bela Speer, No. 24, concentrate on their
defense the Union County Tournament championship game at Kean University in Union on February 28.

Cougar Cappello Wins Region 3 Mat Title, WF’s Gozdieski Gets 2nd, Raider Wustefeld 3rd
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

stunned in the beginning and trailed
Mike Ilic (Parsippany — Par), 4-1 but
came back to force overtime. After
each added an escape in their 30
second “down” phases, Gozdieski
used a pullback maneuver to get a
two-point nearfall and to earn a 7-5
victory in the tiebreaker phase.

“I’m not going to stop. He stopped.
I didn’t stop. I won,” Gozdieski com-
mented.

Facing top-seeded Nick
DiFrancesco (SoP), Gozdieski held a
1-0 lead then controlled him from the
top throughout the entire third period
for the win.

“I am not that good at top. It’s just
that I am relentless. I am going to

keep going. I am going to celebrate
for about five minutes then look to
the next one,” Gozdieski said.

He also received his ticket to AC.
“Yeah! That’s what I wanted to do. I
wanted to get down there but now I
got to think about what I’m going to
do when I’m down there,” Gozdieski
said.

In the title bout, CJ Calas (Seton
Hall Prep — SHP) caught Gozdieski
in a cradle in 1:03.

Blue Devil Jack Miller recorded a
takedown in the third period to defeat
John Serruto (Millburn) in the 170-lb
quarterfinals.

“I wanted it in that last period and
I didn’t want anything to stop me. I

went to my shots and tried to watch
out for his. I kept moving, had my
hands on his head and got physical,”
Miller said.

Earlier in the period, Miller re-
ceived a wakeup call when Serruto
recorded a takedown.

“It did wake me up. I saw the shot
coming. I didn’t defend it that well
but after he got the takedown, I didn’t
want to stay on the bottom,” Miller
said.

In the semis, Miller stood the pos-
sibility of facing Will Ferdinando,
whom he lost to earlier in the season
in a very close bout.

“I knew I was pretty bad in that
match. I am just trying to use my

techniques and trying to perfect it. I
feel confident going into that match.
Use my main shot and get my sec-
ondary and third shots,” Miller said.

Ferdinando, however, lost his bout
and Miller faced Cole Kreshpane
(Delbarton — Del), who pined him
with a cradle in 3:56, forcing Miller
into the wrestleback round.

In the meantime, Wustefeld lost
his quarterfinal bout to Cranford’s
Andrew Tompkins, 2-1, but battled
his way back to the third place bout
after topping Miller in the prior bout
to face Ferdinando, the Union County
Tournament (UCT) champ.
Wustefeld withstood several

takedown attempts and emerged with
a 5-4 victory.

“If I wrestled him tough, I thought
I could win. I think he deserved the
county title but towards the end of the
season I was ready to wrestle him,”
Wustefeld said. “In the third period, I
had the lead so I had to stay low
because he would hit a double or high
crotch. So every time he took a shot,
I could defend it well

Wustefeld had to shrug frustration
when he nearly had a takedown and a
reversal but each were called out of
the circle.

“In the beginning of the match, I
got a takedown which they ruled out

of bounds and the second time they
ruled it out of bounds again when I
reversed him. But I won the match,”
Wustefeld said. “I am excited as a
sophomore to go to AC.”

Cougar Vince Concina edged AJ
Lonski (Del), 3-1, in the 145-lb semis
to earn his ticket to AC.

“I’m excited! These past two years
I could have done it but I fell short.
This year as hard as I worked, I knew
I was going to make it to the finals,”
Concina said.

The first period made the differ-
ence when Concina took Lonski to
the mat with a low single takedown.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

QUALIFYING FOR A.C...Raider sophomore Sam Wustefeld, left, defeated Roselle Park’s Will Ferdinando, 5-4, in the 170-
lb third place consolation bout to qualify for the NJSIAA Tournament at Atlantic City this weekend.

More photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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GOLD

Lynn Boyer
Sales Associate

NEW PROVIDENCE OFFICE

NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award®, 2015-Gold

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, 
2015-Chairman’s Gold

GOLD

Michele DiBenedetto
Sales Associate

NEW PROVIDENCE OFFICE

NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award®, 2015-Gold

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, 
2015-Chairman’s Gold

GOLD

Carolyn Perren
Sales Associate

SUMMIT OFFICE

NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award®, 2015-Gold

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, 
2015-President’s Circle

SILVER

Denise Maran
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD OFFICE

NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award®, 2015-Silver

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, 
2015-President’s Circle

SILVER

Teri Danahey
Sales Associate

NEW PROVIDENCE OFFICE
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Sales Award®, 2015-Silver

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, 
2015-Leading Edge Society

BRONZE

Helen Baratta
Sales Associate

SUMMIT OFFICE
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Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, 
2015-Leading Edge Society

BRONZE

Laura Happ
Sales Associate

NEW PROVIDENCE OFFICE

NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award®, 2015-Bronze

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, 
2015-Leading Edge Society

BRONZE

Denise Hrynkiewicz
Sales Associate

NEW PROVIDENCE OFFICE
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Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, 
2015-Leading Edge Society

BRONZE

Ivonne Nadal
Sales Associate
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WESTFIELD OFFICE
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Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, 
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Kim Crites-Carloto
Sales Associate

“Carloto-Mullin Team”
SUMMIT OFFICE

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, 
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Rosaleen Light-Newby
Sales Associate

SUMMIT OFFICE

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, 
2015-President’s Circle

Marjorie “Marge” 

Cuccaro
Broker-Associate/Office Manager

WESTFIELD OFFICE

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, 
2015-Leading Edge Society

Valerie Dalton
Sales Associate

SUMMIT OFFICE

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, 
2015-Leading Edge Society

Clivia Esposito
Sales Associate

SUMMIT OFFICE

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, 
2015-Leading Edge Society

Holly Folgia
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD OFFICE

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, 
2015-Leading Edge Society

Ellen Hollis
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD OFFICE

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, 
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Steve 
Polychronopoulos

Sales Associate

NEW PROVIDENCE OFFICE

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, 
2015-Leading Edge Society

Stuart Thayer
Sales Associate

NEW PROVIDENCE OFFICE

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, 
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We are proud to honor our

2015 Awards Winners
and invite you to experience for yourself their unparalleled client care.

The NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence Sales Award® recognizes 

those members who have demonstrated excellence in the field of 

salesmanship.

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Awards recognize the sales and production achievements of 

top professionals in the nearly 40,000-member network.

NEW PROVIDENCE
1260 Sprngfield Avenue, New Providence, NJ 

908-464-5200

SUMMIT
392 Springfield Avenue, Summit, NJ 

908-273-0400

WESTFIELD
215 North Avenue, Westfield, NJ 

908-232-5664
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Cougar Cappello Wins Region 3 Mat Title, WF’s Gozdieski Gets 2nd, Raider Wustefeld 3rd
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000195

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-036399-13

Plaintiff: OCWEN LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: YVROSE THERMITUS, DELANDE

THOMPSON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 03/16/2016
Writ of Execution: 10/26/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Eight Thousand Twenty-Three and 69/100***
$408,023.69.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of SCOTCH PLANS in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 177 VICTOR STREET,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

Tax LOT 6, BLOCK 4802
Dimensions of Lot: 0.165 AC
Nearest Cross Street: MOUNTAIN AVENUE
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Twenty-Two

Thousand Five Hundred Forty-Nine and 55/100***
$422,549.55 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
UDREN LAW OFFICES, P.C.
111 WOODCREST ROAD
WOODCREST CORPORATE CENTER
SUITE 200
CHERRY HILL, NEW JERSEY 08003
(856) 669-5400
4 T - 02/18, 02/25, 03/03
& 03/10/16 Fee: $157.08

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000296

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-034339-13

Plaintiff: ONEWEST BANK, FSB
VS.
Defendant: SYLVIA OLIVER; MR. OLIVER,

HUSBAND OF SYLVIA OLIVER; OVERLOOK
HOSPITAL; CITIFINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
N/K/A ONE MAIN FINANCIAL

Sale Date: 03/16/2016
Writ of Execution: 11/04/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty-Four Thousand Three Hundred Forty-Six
and 85/100*** $384,346.85.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, in
the State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 1767
Mountain Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076.

TAX LOT # 12 fka 14, BLOCK# 705 fka 13
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 54 X 130
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Haven Avenue
*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and

sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Four Thousand

One Hundred Twenty-Two and 97/100***
$404,122.97 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PARKER MC CAY
PO BOX 5054
9000 MIDATLANTIC DRIVE
SUITE 300
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 596-8900
4 T - 02/18, 02/25, 03/03
& 03/10/16 Fee: $169.32

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000301

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-038187-13

Plaintiff: BAYVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: JENNIFER GRAMBOR;

SUNTRUST MORTGAGE, INC; PERCY A
JARVIS, Jr; JOHN LARKIN, HIS/HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES, AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; BENEFICIAL NEW JERSEY INC.
D/B/A BENEFICIAL MORTGAGE CO.; ELIZA-
BETH SURGICAL GROUP LLC; VANZ, LLC-
APR10-SERIES01;

Sale Date: 03/16/2016
Writ of Execution: 06/29/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Thirty-One Thousand Sixty-Three and 74/100***
$431,063.74.

THE PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED
IN: The Municipality of Fanwood, County of Union
and State of New Jersey.

COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 58 Glenwood
Road.

TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 72, LOT: 21.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 109.78 feet x 65.01

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Northeasterly

sideline of Rainier Road.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): NONE.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Forty-Five Thou-

sand Seven Hundred Forty and 48/100***
$445,740.48 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 02/18, 02/25, 03/03
& 03/10/16 Fee: $181.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000155

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-018821-12

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS TRUSTEE RELATING TO CHEVY
CHASE FUNDING LLC MORTGAGE BACKED
CERTIFICATES SERIES 2006-2

VS.
Defendant: MELINDA SCARLETT PERSAUD

AND DWARKA PERSAUD, WIFE AND HUS-
BAND; MNION CENTER NATIONAL BANK A/K/
A UNION CENTER NATIONAL BANK; MID-
LAND FUNDING, LLC; FINANCIAL RE-
SOURCES FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Sale Date: 03/09/2016
Writ of Execution: 10/20/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Three Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty-One and
10/100*** $703,751.10.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union, in the
State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 66
North Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

TAX LOT # 10, BLOCK # 51
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 100 X 157
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Fancy Avenue
*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and

sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Twenty-One

Thousand Two Hundred Nine and 35/100***
$721,209.35 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PARKER MC CAY
PO BOX 5054
9000 MIDATLANTIC DRIVE
SUITE 300
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 596-8900
4 T - 02/11, 02/18, 02/25
& 03/03/16 Fee: $179.52

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000139

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-14212-09

Plaintiff: NATIONAL CITY MORTGAGE CO.,
A SUBSIDIARY OF NATIONAL CITY BANK OF
INDIANA

VS.
Defendant: JOSE MALDONADO; CARMEN

BINGLE
Sale Date: 03/09/2016
Writ of Execution: 02/04/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Twenty-Six Thousand Four Hundred Ninety-
Three and 11/100*** $726,493.11.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of SCOTCH PLAINS, in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 2090 WEST BROAD
STREET, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076

Tax Lot No. 11, in Block No. 10101.
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately) 152 feet

wide by 261 feet long (IRREGULAR).
Nearest Cross Street: MARTINE AVENUE.
Please include the following exceptions in the

sale notice:
A. 4TH QTR TAXES OPEN $3,174.31 (OPEN

PLUS INTEREST AND PENALTY AFTER 11/
01/2015)

B. OPEN SEWER $129.69 (OPEN PLUS IN-
TEREST AND PENALTY AFTER 12/31/2015)

D. SUBJECT TO PRIOR MORTGAGES AND
JUDGMENTS (IF ANY).

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Sixty-Four
Thousand Three Hundred Thirty-Five and 60/
100*** $764,335.60 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.
1455 BROAD STREET
BLOOMFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07003
(973) 473-3000
4 T - 02/11, 02/18, 02/25
& 03/03/16 Fee: $204.00

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000304

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-012900-13

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: HECTOR COLON; LEA COLON;

JESSICA SIERRA
Sale Date: 03/16/2016
Writ of Execution: 10/23/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Forty-Four Thousand Seventy-Four and 26/
100*** $444,074.26.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 1701 RARITAN
ROAD, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076-
2935.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 23, BLOCK 12302 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions: 39.27 FEET X 97.00 FEET X
211.28 FEET X 240.77 FEET X 289.18 FEET.

Nearest Cross Street: Manitou Way
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Fifty-Nine Thou-

sand Six Hundred Eighty-Nine and 63/100***
$459,689.63 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 02/18, 02/25, 03/03
& 03/10/16 Fee: $197.88

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000381

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-0044796-14

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE OF THE
RESIDENTIAL ASSET SECURITIZATION
TRUST 2006-A4, MORTGAGE PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-D
UNDER THE POOLING AND SERVICING
AGREEMENT DATED MARCH 1,2006

VS.
Defendant: SUSAN M. MACKAY; MR.

MACKAY, HUSBAND OF SUSAN N. MACKAY;
MICHAEL W. MACKAY; MORTGAGE ELEC-
TRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC AS
NOMINEE FOR QUICKEN LOANS INC., ITS
SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS

Sale Date: 03/23/2016
Writ of Execution: 11/20/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Thirty-
Eight Thousand One Hundred Thirty-Four and
27/100*** $638,134.27.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN of
WESTFIELD, County of UNION, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 223 SCOTCH
PLAINS AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07090-4437

BEING KNOWN as LOT 26, BLOCK 2813
FKA 745 on the official Tax Map of the TOWN of
WESTFIELD.

Dimensions: 132.11 FEET X 51.00 FEET X
130.00 FEET X 51.00 FT.

Nearest Cross Street: FIRST STREET
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Eighty-Three

Thousand Five Hundred Eighty-Two and 70/
100*** $683,582.70 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 02/25, 03/03, 03/10
& 03/17/16 Fee: $222.36

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000435

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-036260-10

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATIONS AS TRUSTEE FOR LUMINENT
MORTGAGE TRUST 2007-2

VS.
Defendant: LORENA CHAVEZ
Sale Date: 03/30/16
Writ of Execution: 03/12/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Forty-Two Thousand Five and 45/100***
$542,005.45.

The property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of GARWOOD, County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 320 WILLOW AVENUE,
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027.

Tax Lot No. 20 in Block No. 404
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 40 X 100
Nearest Cross Street: EAST STREET
BEGINNING at a point in the northerly line of

Willow Avenue distant 160.00 feet westerly from
its intersection with westerly line of East Street
and running thence;

PRIOR-LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
TAXES OPEN: $2,965.42
TOTAL AS OF November 18, 2015: $2,965.42
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Sixty-Five Thou-

sand Two Hundred Seven and 49/100***
$565,207.49 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 03/03, 03/10, 03/17
& 03/24/16 Fee: $175.44

“I like neutral. I am real slick on
my feet and keep working takedowns.
I knew he wasn’t going to take me
down. I just keep a good stance and
my defense got better,” Concina said.

His work would really be cut out in
his title bout with top-seeded Tyler

Gazaway (New Providence — NPr)
“Hopefully it’s closer this time.

County finals I wasn’t really feeling
myself. But making it to the finals, I
feel pretty good,” Concina said.

Gazaway, however, pinned
Concina in 2:40 with a 2-on-1 tilt.

After claiming a 10-1 majority
decision over Santi Arango (Madi-
son) in the 220-lb quarterfinals,
Cougar Alex Esposito pinned Blue
Devil Phil Ricca with a walkover
arm bar/half nelson in 1:40 to punch

his ticket to AC.
“It feels great. I have been going

this whole year. Just happy the work
in the off-season paid off,” Esposito
said. “I knew he was ready for doubles
[takedowns] but the singles were
open. Got a takedown, worked for a
bar and I got the pin.”

His next bout would be a rematch
with Zach DelVecchio (SoP), whom
he nearly beat in a tight 5-4 loss
during the sectional semifinals. This
time, he was not as fortunate when
DelVecchio pinned him in 3:42.

In his quarterfinal bout, Ricca
pulled off an amazing upset of sec-
ond-seeded Jon Alvarado (SHP) when
he recorded a bulldog takedown and
a lateral throw to earn an 8-5 victory.
Ricca later lost a 4-2 decision to Jack
Sweeney (Middlesex — Mx) for third
place.

Cougar Chris Scorese placed sec-
ond at 132-lbs after dropping a 10-4
decision to four-time Region 3 champ
Nick Ferro (Del). Cougar Anthony
Capece placed second at 113-lbs af-
ter becoming the victim of a cradle in
1:26 to Patrick Glory (Del).

After pinning Matt Matullo (Union)
in 3:09, Blue Devil Chris Hoerle
wrestled probably his best match
when he pinned Tom Dinger (Mx) in
3:55 to advance to the 113-lb semis.

“Regions is big anyway but this is
my senior year. It was one of my last
matches probably, so I just wanted to
wrestle the hardest I could. I can’t
give up. I got to do my best,” Hoerle
said.

After recording a takedown and a
reversal, Hoerle nearly pinned Dinger
earlier but he finally settled him with
a wrist/half nelson combo.

“I did what I did best,” he com-
mented.

Looking ahead Hoerle said, “Just
keep wrestling. Keep getting wins.”

After losing to Glory, 8-0, Hoerle’s
quest was cut short when he lost in
the second round wrestleback.

One person who was not even on
the radar screen at the beginning of
the season, Cougar Mike Nigro,
wrestled a spectacular tournament
and earned his trip to AC by placing
third at 138-lbs. His first step to glory
was in the first round wrestleback
when he slammed Austin Senkarik
(Governor Livingston — GL) with a
lateral drop in 4:23.

“I learned the lateral drop when
my friend was messing around. His
dad was showing him some crazy
move and I said I wanted to try that in

sixth grade in the Central Jersey fi-
nals. Now I did it here,” Nigro said.

In the first period, however, it was
a scrambling snake fight but Nigro
prevailed with a takedown.

“I knew going into the match that
he was pretty filthy with his legs. He
got it on me the last time we wrestled
at GL. I couldn’t get out of it. This
match, I knew I had to improve. I had
to be more aggressive. I had to take
shots,” Nigro said. “Once I had his
leg and we were on the ground, I felt
lightheaded for a couple of seconds.
I had no idea where I was. But I just
had to finish the shot. Don’t let the
shot go,” he said.

Next, Nigro beat Tim Murphy
(Brearley) then punched his ticket
with a 3:46 fall over Val Miele (Del).

Having only began wrestling last
year, Cougar Kevin Doran placed
third at 285-lbs when he won a 4-3
tiebreaker over Dan Tomlinson (GL).

“People used to tell me last year at
the end of the year that I would be
down there. I thought it was a lot of
BS,” Doran said. “But about halfway
through this year, I reset my goals. I
noticed how much better I was. I
started even working harder. I got
down to AC baby! It’s my number 1
goal. I got it!”

Tomlinson had been the previous
UCT champ.

“The guys a great wrestler. He’s
only a junior. He’s probably going to
come back and win the regions next

year,” Doran said.
Cougar Tom DiGiovanni recorded

a pair of takedowns and an escape to
defeat Kevin Jones (Par) to place
third at 120-lbs.

Raider Jaylen Bryant recovered
well from a loss in the 195-lb
quarterfinals to pin Rory DeLuca
(Hanover Park) in 1:54 with a lateral
throw. His previous bout was tight
until top-seeded Tom Rigas
(Whippany Park — WP) caught him
with a lateral throw in 5:29.

“I thought it was a pretty good
recovery. I was pretty upset with that
match because it was only 5-3. It was
so close but I have to keep moti-
vated,” Bryant said.

Against DeLuca, the lateral throw
worked in Bryant’s favor.

“When we first started to wrestle,
he had good hips. He played defen-
sive with me. I wanted to tire him out.
I had him hip-to-hip. He went to
throw. I countered it and it worked
perfectly,” Bryant explained.

Bryant then lost to Saverio Salcfas

(Brearley) who placed third. Blue
Devil Zach Rabinowitz came up a
bout short for wrestling for third at
106-lbs when he lost to Chris Gural
(Roselle Park) who placed third.

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
106: — Joe Heilmann (SoP) d Dom
DiFrancescantonio (HP), 8-3
113: — Glory (Del) p Capece (C) 1:26
120: — Nick Raimo (HP) tf Nick Mele
(GL) 22-7, 3:49
126: — Ty Agaisse (Del) — 4th title —
md PJ Gohm (Par) 15-4
132: — Ferro (Del) d Scorese (C) 10-4
138: — Kyle Bythell (SoP) d Jeff
Johnson (Mx) 4-0
145: — Gazaway (NPr) p Concina (C)
2:40
152: — Dan Hedden (SoP) d Aidan
Monteverdi (SHP) 7-4
160: — Calas (SHPO) p Gozdieski (W)
1:03
170: — Cole Kreshpane (Del) inj de-
fault over Anthony Oliveri (HP)
182: — Cappello (C) d Gonzales (SoP)
5-3 OT
195: — Kevin Ambicki (Mx) p Tom
Rigas (WP) 5:24
220: — DelVecchio (SoP) p Esposito
(C) 3:42
Hwt: — Dave Brown (Union) d Mike
Kellstrom (Chatham) 7-4

THIRD PLACE:
(Qualified for NJSIAA Tournament)

106: — Chris Gural (Roselle Park)
113: — Jake Giordano (So. Plainfield)
120: — Tom DiGiovanni (Cranford)
126: — Lou Raimo (Hanover Park)
132: — Sean Conley (Hanover Park)
138: — Mike Nigro (Cranford)
145: — AJ Lonski (Delbarton)
152: — Nick Anselmi (Delbarton)
160: — Luke Anselmi (Delbarton)
170: — Sam Wustefeld (Sc Pl-Fanwd)
182: — Lou Castellano (Delbarton)
195: — Saverio Salcfas (Brearley)
220: — Jack Sweeney (Middlesex)
Hwt: — Kevin Doran (Cranford)

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECOND REGION 3 TITLE...Cougar senior Niko Cappello, standing, won his second Region 3 title with a 5-3 overtime
decision over South Plainfield’s Christian Gonzalez, shown, in the 182-lb championship bout in Union on February 27.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THIRD AT 285-LBS...Cougar Kevin Doran, front, placed third at 285-lbs when
he won a 4-3 tiebreaker over GL Highlander Dan Tomlinson.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECOND AT 220-LBS...Cougar junior Alex Esposito, facing
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECOND AT 132-LBS...Cougar junior Chris Scorese, facing
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECOND AT 160-LBS...Blue Devil senior Jarek Gozdieski, top

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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CLASSIFIEDS

Congratulations
Agents of the Month!

John Aslanian
Sales Associate

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker Sales Associate

Gina Suriano Barber
Broker Sales Associate

SCOTCH PLAINS $1,888,000
Magnificent custom built 6BR Col! Gourmet Kit
w/center island, eating area w/access to a fab cov-
ered patio, FR w/frplc.       MLS 3257602

WESTFIELD $1,799,000
Magnificent 5BR residence w/the finest appoint-
ments! Gourmet Kit w/Center Island, FR w/gas
frplc, MBR Retreat w/sitting rm. MLS 3279614

SCOTCH PLAINS $1,299,000
Stately 6BR Brick Center Hall Colonial on over 1
acre at the end of a cul-de-sac! Lrg Rooms, Full Of
Light, Wonderful Flow. MLS 3281351  

SCOTCH PLAINS $1,195,000
Beautifully maintained 6BR, 6.2BA home on 2.4
acre lot w/inground pool. Updtd EIK, fab MBR Ste,
banquet sized FDR & more!    MLS 3259652

WESTFIELD $970,000
Beautiful 'Gardens' Classic Col features 5BR,
3.5BA, New 2013 Kit w/granite counter adjacent
to FR & Spacious LR w/frplc. MLS 3283754

SCOTCH PLAINS $699,999
Spacious 4BR home on lrg lot! Great layout, EIK,
FamRm w/frplc, lrg finished bsmnt w/Office, near
Ponderosa Park & NYC transp. MLS 3273846

WESTFIELD $769,000
Beautiful 4BR Colonial offers LR/DR w/beamed ceil-
ing, Den/Office & beautifully updated Kitchen that
flows to generous Fam Rm. MLS 3279311

WESTFIELD $649,000
Tastefully updated 3BR Split Level features Kit
w/newer applncs & quartz backsplash, 3 recently
reno'd bths & HWF thru-out. MLS 3283464

WESTFIELD $639,900
Charming & lovingly maintained 3BR Split on a
quiet street! EIK, lovely LR open to FDR, spa-
cious FR & serene backyard.     MLS 3281050

WESTFIELD  $629,000
Pristine 4BR Col w/1st flr FR w/sldrs to yard, FLR
& DR, spacious Kit, Rec Room, attached garage on
a picturesque street. MLS 3283021

WESTFIELD                          $599,000
Turn of the Century 4BR Victorian in prime
location offers HWF, WBFP, lrg wndws, spacious
rms, high ceilings & much more. MLS 3257919

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT, LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
Coldwell Banker Home Loans

Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
ColdwellBankerHomes.com

www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

Ask about our Coldwell Banker
Home Protection Plan 

MOUNTAINSIDE   $499,000
Exquisite custom built 3BR, 2BA Ranch home
w/spectacular open floor plan and amazing views
of the Watchung Reservation.    MLS 3280714

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 1st of March
2016, and that said Ordinance will be con-
sidered for final adoption at a meeting of
the said Township Council to be held in the
Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue, on
the 22nd day of MARCH 2016 at 7:00 p.m.,
at which time and place a public hearing
will be held prior to final passage of said
Ordinance and all interested persons will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning the same. Copies of said Ordi-
nance can be obtained from the Township
Clerk’s Office at any time prior to final
adoption at no cost to any member of the
general public who requests same.

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-5

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER XXVII ENTITLED,
“SOLID WASTE AND RECY-
CLING” OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS REGARDING TOWN-
SHIP FEE FOR CURBSIDE
BULKY WASTE COLLEC-
TION.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 3/3/16, The Times Fee: $30.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL
OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD AT THE
MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY, AT 10:00 A.M., PREVAILING
TIME ON TUESDAY, MAY 3, 2016 FOR:

USER-FEE BASED RESIDEN-
TIAL CLEANUP PROGRAM
FOR BULKY HOUSEHOLD
WASTE

PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND MUST
BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE AND
BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MEN-
TIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK, OR BID BOND,
PAYABLE TO THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, IN THE AMOUNT OF
$500.00. EACH BID MUST ALSO BE AC-
COMPANIED BY A SURETY COMPANY
CERTIFICATE STATING THAT SAID
SURETY COMPANY WILL PROVIDE THE
BIDDER WITH THE REQUIRED PERFOR-
MANCE BOND IN THE FULL AMOUNT
OF THE CONTRACT, BY A NON-COLLU-
SION AFFIDAVIT AND A
CONTRACTOR’S QUALIFICATION
STATEMENT, AND A STATEMENT OF
OWNERSHIP, ON THE FORMS IN-
CLUDED IN, AND EXPLAINED IN THE
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.

BIDDERS ARE REQUIRED TO COM-
PLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 ET SEQ. AND N.J.A.C.
17:27 AND MUST PAY WORKMEN THE
PREVAILING WAGE RATES PROMUL-
GATED BY THE NEW JERSEY STATE
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUS-
TRY FOR THIS PROJECT, COPIES OF
WHICH ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF
THE TOWN ENGINEER.

ALL BIDDERS MUST SUBMIT WITH
THEIR BID A COPY OF THEIR NEW JER-
SEY BUSINESS REGISTRATION CER-
TIFICATE. FAILURE TO SUBMIT PROOF
OF REGISTRATION WILL DISQUALIFY
THE BID.

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY. THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE THE
RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS,
IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN, IT
IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.

KRIS J. MCALOON
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 3/3/16, The Leader Fee: $52.53

ASIAN ANTIQUES WANTED

All Other Antiques Welcome.
High Prices Paid for Asian Antiques
North Plainfield Antique Gallery
1006 RT22 E. North Plainfield, NJ
Ask for Joseph (973) 641-8053

SPACE FOR RENT

Mountainside office space for
rent. Brand new construction
with shared waiting room, kitchen
area & many other features.
Only two offices remaining.
Contact (908) 233-7900.

HOUSE CLEANER

Hi my name is Silvia. I'm a house
cleaner for 18 years, I have good
references. I clean houses,
apartments, condos and offices.
Free estimates. Please call

(973) 432-8807
silviadedeus@hotmail.com

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

Expert Calculus/Precalc Tutor

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521.

ELDERLY CARE

Experienced, kind aide will care for
elderly. Shopping, housekeeping,
etc. Valid DL, own trans-
portation. Exceptional references

(973) 727-3578

Recent Home Sales

Westfield: 11/16/15
Stephen and Amy M. Norton to

Gerard and Beth Painter and Alan
and Evelyn Antonelli, 817 Carleton
Road, $475,000.

Drina J. and Lorenza Erhard to
Jessica and Lawrence Podoshen, 913
Columbus Avenue, $568,000.

John T. Davis and Katherine A.
Henry to Michael C. McQueeny and
Amanda M. Curley, 923 Boynton
Ave, $540,000.

Randy and Alison Tarnofsky to
Romil S. Patel and Tina N. Panchal
and Shailesh Patel, 246 Welch Way,
$627,500.

Wendy G. Woodfield to Ekaterina
Kremenets, 120 Sycamore Street,
$770,000.

Thomas D. and Ann L. Clark to
WGW1, LLC, 318 Marleboro Street,
$345,000.

Michael A. and Lynn A. D’Antico
to Tamar Eckstein and Nathan S.
Pugliese, 15 North Cottage Place,
$775,000.

Domenico P. Lettini to Arun
Balakumaran and Edyta Pawelczyk,
527 Clifton Street, $1,287,500.

Peterson Brothers LLC to
Lawrence B. Schlyen and Shelly L.
Goldklang, 14 Tamaques Way,
$1,269,000.

Renee C. and Albert U. Schleifer to
Michael Mahoney, LLC, 78
Tamaques Way, $510,000.

Timothy B. and Claire J. Lough to
John Chang and Hua Zhang, 111
Surrey Lane, $501,000.

Estate of William H. Roeben and
Christine Felegi to Conorstone Asso-
ciates Westfield, New Jersey, LLC,
1907 Grandview Avenue, $330,600.

Helen P. Splitt to Delphine Lapp
Pinkowski, 214 Maryland Street,
$390,000.

Mohamed Boto and Karina G. Boto
to Boa Vu and Kha Tran, 1811
Boynton Avenue, $370,000.

Fanwood: 11/17/15
Sheri A. Valle to Jashua and Kerri

Pnzio, 24 Portland Avenue, $499,900.
John P. Miugueis and Caroline

Fahey to Josiane Sangaret Sako, 75
Pleasent Avenue, $356,000.

Secretary of Housing And urban
Development to Infinity Real Estate
Investments LLC., 29 Stewart Place,
$144,000.

Infinity Real Estate Investments
LLC. to 29 Stewart Place LLC., 29
Stewart Avenue, $158,000.

Lois M. Read to Micheal W. and
Mariko Snyder, 76 North Martine
Avenue, $625,000.

Frederick H. Jaeger to Suzanne P.
Jaeger, 198 Pleasant Avenue, $49,000.

Plesh Prop. LLC. and AAA Win-
dows Home to Francis J. and Quinlan
M. Vecchione, 47 Glenwood Road,
$485,000.

2015 Blatt Personal Residence
Trust to Leszek and Mariola Borysiak,
13 Nichols Court, $590,000.

Phiolip and Nancy D’Ambrosio to
96 Lagrand Ave LLC., 165 Herbert
Street, $260,000.

Rose C. Pietrucha to Rey Proper-
ties LLC., 1 Shady Lane, $210,000.

Jeffrey F. Stein and Deborah
Lehman to La Grande LLC., 78 Shady
Lane, $275,000.

Scotch Plains: 11/25/15
445 Terrill Road LLC. to Westfield

Cranford Plaza LLC., 445 Terrill
Road, $200,000.

Paul and Susan Coviello to Salem
and Elizabeth Fevrier, 2038 Church
Avenue, $530,000.

La Grande Ave LLC. to Alan and
Casandra Liverance, 309 Pearl Street,
$816,193.

2238 Westfield Ave LLC. to Tabak
Family AcquisitionLLC, 2238

Westfield Avenue, $350,000.
Pupa Homes LLC. to Anita Lennon,

2262 Westfield Avenue, $882,000.
Pupa Homes LLC. to Erich and

Danielle Pell, 2266 Westfield Avenue,
$925,000.

Bevilacqua Trust; John Bevilaqua
to Joseph R. and Anna Carissimo,
410 Henry Street, $481,080.

Mathew and Nicole Haley to
Aubrey HB. and Samuel B. C. De
Villiers, 2518 Mountain Avenue,
$534,500.

Union County Sheriff to 879
O’Donnell Ave LLC., 879 O Donnell
Avenue, $170,000.

Gary W. and Rita S. Loew to An-
thony and Samantha B. Cambria,
2357 Channing Avenue, $487,500.

Setsuko Ware to 1927 Evelyn Street
LLC., 1927 Evelyn Street, $320,000.

Green 1118 Jefferson Ave LLC. to
Mohamed and Dina M. Elmeliergy,
1118 Jefferson Avenue, $670,000.

Talbot and Cynthia Schroeder to
Tamara S. Yellin and A. B.
Zuckerman, 2083 Newark Avenue,
$462,500.

Stephanie Benson to R&H Pasko
and G&L Ditrolio, 2126 Newark
Avenue, $335,200.

 James L. and Marilyn Weiler to
Giancarlo D. Asuncion and M.
Asuncion, 2104 Cheyenne Way,
$532,000.

William and Ana Soler to Robert
and Patricia A. Guerriero, 2115
Aldene Avenue, $425,000.

Kim Flannagan to Carlos Segarra
and Ana Rosas, 1323 Hetfield Av-
enue, $395,000.

Richard W. Fisher to B&B Gen.
Contractors & Proj, Serc LLC., 6
Fairway Court, $353,400.

Michael and Michele Chrone to
Joshua and Alexandra Dooner, 1541
Rahway Road, $532,500.

Nancy K. Yewaisis to Louis M. and
Victoria C. Apolonia, 10 Debra Court,
$670,000.

Dianna Cammack to Needle-Point
Homes LLC., 4 Tempe Court,
$427,000.

Thelma and Thomas Keiser to
Needle-Point Homes LLC., 1210
Donamy Glen, $650,000.

Lara and Dimitri Devieux to Milan
D. and Sweta G. Dalsania, 3 Sassa-
fras Court, $700,000.

Keith and Sandra Gordon to Tej
and Aishwarya Phatak, 10 Laurie
Court, $725,500.

Luis Rodriguez and Yolanda Diaz

to Brijen Rajput and Bhumi Shah, 11
Swans Mill Lane, $875,000.

Charles B. and Karen M. Raymond
to R. Jayaraman and M. Arjunan, 1
round Hill Road, $595,000.

Cheryl D. Schwartz and Paul
Fischer to Julie B. and Andrew P.
Silver, 5 Winchester Drive, $640,000.

Feng Jiang to Fatoumata M. Sow
and Mohamed Bah, 28 King street,
$458,000.

Westfield: 12/07/15
Elegant Home NJ LLC. to Mark T.

and Jeanna M. Griffith, 73 Fairhill
Drive, $875,000.

Toru and Noriko Seo to Marwan
Kharboutli, 318 Woods End Road,
$515,000.

827 Highland Revocable Living
Trust to Michael and Jennifer Basta,
827 Highland Avenue, $1,200,000.

Paul and Tanya Bachman to James
J. and Melissa L. McDonald, 527
Clark Street, $999,000.

Lucy L. Wilson to DBDM LLC.,
408 West Dudley Avenue, $475,000.

Jeanne D. Attenborough to David
I. and Audrey L. Polonitza, 582
Sherwood Parkway, $512,500.

Alan L. and Donna I. Rubin to
Robert and Ruthann Dufkis, 5 Tho-
mas Court, $750,000.

Scott D. and Suzan E. Salmon to
Zeng and Lina Li Zhen, 232 Golf
Edge, $749,000.

Richard A. and Marjorie Lewis to
Michael Mahoney LLC., 4 Hawthorn
Drive, $735,000.

Susan A. M. Dodge to Denise Pow-
ers, 15 Stanley Oval, $1,100.000.

Charles R. and Margot A. Komar
to Jason and Aislinn Nagel, 617 Ar-
lington Avenue, $1,030,000.

In town Condominium Construc-
tion Co. LLC. to Roger Crandall, 111
Prospect Street, $990,000.

Westfield Rental Mart INC. to
Camp Academy LLC., 932 South
Avenue West, $1,850,000.

Michele C. Perez to Jeffrey Karlbon
and Tara L. Hannan, 558 Hort Street,
$437,000.

Abhishek Nagory to Derek and
Andrea Klimkowski, 310 North
Scotch Plains Avenue, $582,000.

Michael T. and Elizabeth Reilly to
Jonathan M. and Heather H. Katz,
869 Dorian Road, $609,250.

Juliette Pomann to Matthew L.
Johnson and Gabriella Gorofalo-
Johnson, 867 Dorian Road, $692,000.

Neil Friedland to Daniel G. and
Julia C. Black, 220 Ross Place,
$697,000.

Richard T. Cadigan and Lan Haong
Cadigan to Mark D. and Elizabeth M.

Leyden, 538 Westfield Avenue,
$699,000.

Westfield 590 Corp. to 590
Westfield Group LLC., 590 Westfield
Avenue, $1,850,000.

Donald W. Seely to Orison LLC.,
746 Stevens Avenue, $580,000.

Margaret A. Maloney and Marcie
R. Horowitz to Brian K. Entman, 420
Wells Street, $890,000.

Margaret M. Bengle to Vincent
and Gessica Russo, 734 Castleman
Drive, $565,000.

Lillian Mongno to Matthew D. and
Sarah L. Kovalakides, 732 Saint
Marks Avenue, $648,000.

Scott and Jonna Berman to Evan
and Lesley Landa, 1026 Coolidge
Street, $1,115,000.

Adelaide M. Wright to Mitchell C.
and Isabel G. Peixoto, 762 Carleton
Road, $445,000.

Hong V. Le and Bao Vu to Aron
and Dina K. Barsky, 679 Rahway
Avenue, $1,250,000.

Estate of John E. Engelhart to Ed-
ward S. and Kerry Pyne, 701
Dartmoor, $770,000.

Matthew and Kristin Drummond
to Richard and Diane Palmer, 19
Plymouth Road, $779,000.

Gregory C. Romer to Christopher
Thornton and Denise Barone, 1019
Irving Avenue, $500,000.

Stephen and Michele Mannino to
940 Carleton Road LLC., 940
Carleton Road, $550,000.

David W. and Jeanette W. Simox to
Kevin and Alexandra Carreras, 1108
Central Avenue, $505,000.

Mark and Nancy Fertakos to Nitza
and Joseph Marcus, 1402 Pine Grove
Avenue, $490,000.

Michael Parrish and Judith Pici to
Gialluisi Custom Homes LLC., 418
Montauk Drive, $510,000.

Nancy Grosso to Todd Ellner LLC.,
9 Faulkner Drive, $500,000.

Michael A. and Josephine M.
Principio to Golden Triangle Invest-
ment LLC., 116 Surrey Lane,
$446,500.

Carol R. Janner to Michael Mahony
LLC., 1517 Rahway Avenue,
$550,000.

Christopher W. Thornton and
Denise Barone to D. Villane Con-
struction LLC., 109 Wyoming Street,
$385,000.

Keith L and Kyra E. Blair to Percy
L. Ramos, 222 Maryland Street,
$398,000.

Lance Admonishes Obama
Over Guantanamo Bay

WASHINGTON – Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) admonished President
Barack Obama for his declaration
on February 23 of his intention to
close the enemy combatant deten-
tion facility at Guantanamo Bay in
Cuba, reminding him of the bill he
signed into law only three months
earlier.

“Congress has passed and the
President has signed legislation into
law barring the closing of
Guantanamo Bay and the transfer of
its detainees to the United States,”
Mr. Lance said in a release. “The
American people agree with this law,
as should President Obama.

“Bringing the most radicalized Is-
lamic terrorists in the world to U.S.
soil is not in the national interest.
Congress will not compromise with

the President on this matter. The
detainees should remain at
Guantanamo Bay.”

The “National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act” signed by President Obama
in November including a provision
that barred the closure of Guantanamo
Bay — also know by its nickname
shorthand Gitmo — and the transfer
of detainees to the United States, but
the President attached a note and said
he would not be bound by the clause.

Attorney General Loretta Lynch
subsequently testified before Con-
gress that U.S. law prohibits the trans-
fer of the detainees to U.S. soil.

Mr. Lance participated in a tour
and inspection of the detention op-
erations, living conditions and medi-
cal facilities at Guantanamo Bay in
May 2011.

Christie Administration OK’s Funds
For Recreation Trail Projects

Assemblyman Hails Court Decision
In 43-Year Old State Case

TRENTON — Asm. Dave Rible
(R-30, Wall Township) applauded the
New Jersey Supreme Court’s deci-
sion to reverse a court ruling that
would have freed a convicted accom-
plice of Joanne Chesimard in the
killing of a state trooper 43 years ago.

The court on February 23 over-
turned a lower court ruling that
Sundiata Acoli, 71, known as Clark
Edward Squire at the time of his
conviction, was wrongfully denied
parole from his life sentence for his
role in the 1973 shooting death of
Trooper Werner Foerster during a
midnight traffic stop along the New
Jersey Turnpike.

“The ruling granting freedom to
this convicted cop-killer was an in-
sult to the entire law enforcement
community and I applaud the Su-
preme Court for overturning this de-
cision,” Mrt. Rible said. “This man
was involved in the cold-blooded
murder of Trooper Foerster and
should be required to serve the life
sentence he earned for his heinous
act.”

Mr. Squire, Ms. Chesimard — who
had changed her named to Assata
Shakur, also were convicted in the
death and shooting of another trooper,
James Harper, during the same traffic
stop.

James Costan — also known as
Malik Shakur, was killed at the scene
and Ms. Chesimard escaped from
prison and fled to Cuba where she
obtained political asylum in 1984.

Since President Obama has re-
kindled relations with the commu-
nist island nation of Cuba, several
New Jersey officials have called for

him to demand the return of Ms.
Chesimard.

 “Allowing cop-killers like Acoli
and Joanne Chesimard to walk free is
the equivalent of turning our backs
on the brave men and women in law
enforcement who risk their lives to
keep us safe,” Mr. Rible said. “Police
officers like Werner Foerster made
the ultimate sacrifice and we owe it to
him and his family to make sure his
killer faces justice.”

TRENTON — The Christie Ad-
ministration has approved 63 appli-
cations totaling $1,188,500 for rec-
reational trail projects throughout
New Jersey, Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP) Commis-
sioner Bob Martin announced. The
funds come from the Federal High-
way Administration’s Recreational
Trails Program and are administered
by the DEP’s Green Acres Program.

The goal of the Recreational
Trails Program is to improve public
access to open space, provide out-
door recreation opportunities, de-
velop trail linkages, create urban
and suburban trail corridors and
provide sites and facilities for addi-
tional and improved hiking, biking,
horseback riding, and off-highway
vehicle activities.

The funds come from the Federal
Highway Trust Fund, and represent a
portion of the motor fuel excise tax
collected from non-highway recre-
ational fuel use. Since the program’s
inception in 1993, New Jersey has

awarded more than $15.9 million to
federal, state, county and local gov-
ernments, and nonprofit agencies.

Among those projects receiving
funding are: Monmouth County Park
System for a 1,300-foot extension of
the Henry Hudson Trail in Freehold;
New Jersey Youth Corps of Paterson to
restore the Great Falls and Westside
Park trails in the City of Paterson; Egg
Harbor Township to restore trails at the
township’s Nature Reserve, and Appa-
lachian Mountain Club for the Butter-
milk Falls Rehabilitation Project.

Applications for the next round of
competitive federal grants will be ac-
cepted by the DEP this spring for fund-
ing consideration to develop, maintain
and improve trails, as well as to operate
trails throughout New Jersey.

For more information, visit
www.nj.gov/dep/greenacres/trails/
index.html.
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Cranford Rotary Club Seeks
Scholarship Applicants

CRANFORD — Cranford stu-
dents heading to college or voca-
tional school next fall can now ap-
ply for a Rotary Club of Cranford
Scholarship. Any student who is a
resident of Cranford and who will
graduate from Cranford High
School or any other area high school
in 2016 is eligible for one of the
five scholarships. Awards are based
on the student’s record of volunteer
service and community involve-
ment, regardless of financial need.

“We always have a great group of
students applying, and it’s difficult
to determine the best of the best
based on diversity, quality, and com-
mitment to community service,”
said Steve Lieberman, a Cranford
Rotarian who chairs the Scholar-
ship Committee.

Details on the scholarships are avail-
able at the Guidance Office at local

high schools, by writing to: Rotary
Club of Cranford Scholarships, P.O.
Box 384, Cranford, N.J. 07016, or by
e-mailing loseskeys@aol.com. The
deadline for submitting applications
is Friday, April 1, 2016.

Rotary is a worldwide organiza-
tion of more than 1.2 million busi-
ness, professional and community
leaders. Members, known as
Rotarians, provide humanitarian
service, encourage high ethical stan-
dards in all vocations, and help build
goodwill and peace in the world.

The Rotary Club of Cranford was
established in 1923 and provides
diverse programs that support edu-
cation and other community ser-
vices. The scholarships are under-
written by the Cranford Rotary
Scholarship Foundation, with funds
collected from the annual Cranford
Rotary Golf tournament. IMAGINE A NEW HOME...One of the youngest guests at the public kick-off

event for Imagine’s Campaign for Sustainability and New Space was Gabbie
Delmonico of Westfield, who participates at Imagine. Wearing one of the “hard
hats” the organization had on hand for the tour of Imagine’s prospective new
home, and a “Team Imagine” T-shirt handed out to all guests, Gabbie shared her
story and stole everyone’s hearts.

Imagine Begins Campaign
To Acquire New Space

WESTFIELD — More than 60
guests and volunteers turned out the
evening of February 11 for the pub-
lic kickoff of Imagine’s Campaign
for Sustainability and New Space, a
$3.5-million, three-year campaign.
The event was held at 1154 Route 22
West in Mountainside, one of the
possible locations for Imagine’s fu-
ture space of its own.

Among those in attendance were
Marilyn and Lou Stiglitz, who have
made a three-year pledge of finan-
cial support to name the Imagine
Opening Circle Room in memory
of their daughter, Susan Lang. Su-
san died of leukemia at age 14.

“Imagine is a wonderful place for
young people to express themselves.
It gives them a place to belong and
heal after losing a loved one in their
family,” said Mrs. Stiglitz. “I wish a
place like it had existed for my fam-
ily when Susan died.”

“We are so grateful to the Stiglitz

family for their extraordinary gift
and pledge of support. It comes at a
critical time in our organization’s
growth,” said Imagine Board Chair-
man Stuart Arnold of Westfield. “We
are outgrowing our current space,
and in order to serve more families
and not have to place children on
waiting lists, we need to find a new
space dedicated solely to serving
grieving children and families ev-
ery day of the week.”

Imagine is a free, year-round, peer
grief support center serving chil-
dren ages 3 to 18 who have had a
parent or sibling die, with concur-
rent support groups for their par-
ents or guardians. Support for chil-
dren and teens living with a parent
or sibling with a life-altering physi-
cal illness also is available.

For more information, visit
imaginenj.org or contact
info@imaginenj.org or (908) 264-
3100.

Registration Available For
Westfield Rec. Programs

WESTFIELD — Registration is
open for all Spring and most Summer
programs at the Westfield Recreation
Department. Among the offerings are
a Zumba program on Mondays at
7:30 p.m., a Tai Chi class on Tues-
days at 10 a.m., and a new Cardio
Tennis class.

After-school enrichment programs
for children include, but are not lim-
ited to: Tennis, Golf, Volleyball, Field
Hockey, Manners, Fashion Sewing
Design, Creative Art Lab, Junior Sci-
ence Lab, Beginning to Rock, Guitar,
Drum Circle, Teen Jam Session,
Bowling, Kinderdance, and
Kindergym. The department also of-
fers a consignment Winter Ticket Pro-
gram to area attractions. For details,
visit westfieldnj.gov/recreation.

Registration is open for most sum-
mer camps as well. Popular camps
include: Flag Football, Basketball,

Golf, Wrestling, Tennis, Volleyball,
Soccer, Multi-Sports, Lego, Jr. Sci-
ence, Groovy Girls, Creative Kids,
Fashion, Tai Chi, Zumba and Cardio
Tennis, among others. For the Spring
and Summer “Rec Room” Program
brochure, visit westfieldnj.gov/rec-
reation.

Senior Transportation Services also
are offered through the recreation de-
partment for Westfield residents for
medical appointments and shopping.
Senior residents must register in ad-
vance for this service. For additional
information, call (908) 301-1287 or
visit westfieldnj.gov/recreation.

Additional program information is
available on the website, or contact
the Westfield Recreation Department
at 425 East Broad Street at (908) 789-
4080 to obtain a program brochure.
Up-to-date information can be found
on the department’s Facebook page.

WESTFIELD
Tuesday, February 23, two at-

tempted home burglaries were re-
ported on the 700 block of Austin
Street. In the first incident, an un-
known suspect attempted to enter the
residence through an unsecured front
door. The suspect made it halfway
across the front door threshold before
the resident, who was at home, yelled
and advised him to leave immedi-
ately. The suspect then fled the scene
in an unknown direction. The suspect
is described as a possible black male,
tall, wearing a black-colored knit cap
with a white-colored ball on top.
Nothing was removed from the resi-
dence during this incident.

In the second attempted burglary,
which occurred between 6 a.m. and
9:55 p.m., an unidentified suspect had
attempted to gain entry into the resi-
dence by forcing open a rear kitchen
window with an unknown pry tool.
The wood trim around the window
and the screen appeared to have been
damaged as a result. Entry into the
residence was not gained.

Tuesday, February 23, Karine Mar-
tin, 48, of Plainfield was arrested at
the Plainfield Police Department on a
Westfield traffic warrant. She was held
in lieu of $638 bail.

Wednesday, February 24, a bur-
glary was reported at a residence on
the 600 block of Cumberland Street
that occurred on February 23 between
10 a.m. and 7 p.m. An unknown sus-
pect gained entry, possibly through
an unsecured rear sliding door. Items
removed from the residence included
two wristwatches, a Bose speaker,
currency and collectible gold and sil-
ver coins. The total value of the theft
is approximately $3,400.

Thursday, February 25, a resident
of the 300 block of Woods End Road
reported a burglary had occurred at
his residence that day between 10:30
a.m. and 11:58 p.m. An unknown
suspect gained entry to the residence
through a first-floor window located
in the rear, and removed four neck-
laces and a gold coin. The approxi-
mate total value of the stolen items is
$17,000.

Friday, February 26, a resident of
the 1000 block of Rahway Avenue
reported a burglary occurred at his
residence between 10:30 a.m. and 3
p.m. that day. An unknown suspect
gained entry through a basement door
located at the rear of the house. Once
inside the suspect removed 15 pairs of
costume jewelry earrings, along with
currency coins and an emerald-and-
diamond necklace. The total estimated
value of the stolen property is $2,120.

Saturday, February 27, Thomas J.
Dreissig, 26, of Linden was arrested on
an outstanding traffic warrant from
Roselle pursuant to an investigation of
a motor vehicle violation on Elm Street.
He was processed and released after
posting the requisite $500 bail.

CRANFORD
Wednesday, February 17, Lashon

Matthews, 37, and Corey Spears, 37,
both of Irvington, were arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for er-
ratic driving at Myrtle Street and Cen-
tennial Avenue. Police found sus-
pected heroin on Spears, who was the
driver. Additionally, the passenger,
Matthews, was found to be in posses-
sion of over 40 wax paper folds of
suspected heroin, 24 vials of suspected
crack cocaine, over 10 bags of sus-
pected marijuana, and packaging
materials, police said. Matthews was
charged with possession of heroin
with intent to distribute; possession
of cocaine with intent to distribute;
possession of marijuana with intent
to distribute; possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance with in-
tent to distribute in a school zone;
possession of heroin; possession of
cocaine; possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia. Spears was
charged with possession of heroin
and possession of drug parapherna-
lia. Spears also was cited for failure
to maintain a traffic lane, delaying
traffic, and having an open container
of alcohol in a vehicle. Both were
placed under arrest, transported to
police headquarters for processing,
and released pending appearances in
state Superior Court.

Thursday, February 18, Anthony
Pettigrew, 31, of East Orange was
stopped on Raritan Road for a red traf-
fic light violation. Following an inves-
tigation at the scene, police said they
found suspected marijuana on Pettigrew.
He was arrested, processed and released
pending a municipal court appearance.
Pettigrew also was cited for failure to
observe a traffic signal.

Friday, February 19, Richard
Gonzalez, 23, of Newark was arrested
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of drug parapherna-
lia. Police were notified of a suspi-
cious white van parked in the drive-
way of an unoccupied residence.
While investigating, police located
suspected marijuana in the posses-
sion of Gonzalez, the front seat pas-
senger. He was arrested, processed
and released pending an appearance
in municipal court.

Friday, February 19, Karen Bottone,
30, and Julio Aponte, 42, both of Edison,
were arrested and charged with posses-
sion of heroin following a motor vehicle
stop for erratic driving and for a cracked
taillight. Following an investigation at
the scene, police said they found sus-
pected heroin and drug paraphernalia.
Bottone and Aponte, the passenger, were
arrested, processed and released pend-
ing appearances in state Superior Court.
Bottone also was cited for careless driv-
ing and maintenance of lamps. Aponte
posted bail on an outstanding traffic
warrant from East Brunswick.

Sunday, February 21, Elix DeJesus,

18, of Elizabeth and two 17-year-old
males, also of Elizabeth, were arrested
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of drug paraphernalia
following a motor vehicle stop on East
North Avenue for a window tint viola-
tion. Following an investigation at the
scene, police found suspected mari-
juana inside the vehicle. All three occu-
pants were arrested and processed.
DeJesus was released pending a mu-
nicipal court appearance. The juveniles
were released to parents pending Fam-
ily Court proceedings.

Sunday, February 21, Johnny
Rosado, 28, of Newark, Del. was ar-
rested and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of drug para-
phernalia following a motor vehicle
stop after police observed a possible
narcotics transaction involving the
vehicle occupants. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene, police said
they found suspected loose marijuana,
suspected marijuana cigarettes, and
various narcotics paraphernalia. The
driver of the vehicle was placed under
arrest, processed at police headquar-
ters, and released pending a munici-
pal court appearance.

Tuesday, February 23, Lyonel
Finklea, 19, of Newark was arrested
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of drug paraphernalia
following a motor vehicle stop on
Raritan Road for a passenger seatbelt
violation. Following an investigation at
the scene, police said they found sus-
pected marijuana in the possession of
Finklea, the front seat passenger. He
was arrested, processed and released
pending an appearance in municipal
court. Finklea also was cited for failure
to wear a seatbelt. The driver was not
cited and was released at the scene.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Monday, February 22, Felicia

Santana, 29, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with possession of meth-
amphetamine and an outstanding war-
rant. Police conducted a motor ve-
hicle stop on Raritan Road and dis-
covered Santana had an outstanding
warrant out of Plainfield Municipal
Court. Following Santana’s arrest, she
was found to be in possession of meth-
amphetamine, authorities said. She
was transported to police headquar-
ters for processing.

Wednesday, February 24, an at-
tempted burglary was reported at a
Canterbury Drive residence. The resi-
dent stated that someone had cut the
rear window screen and broken the
window. The incident occurred some-
time between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m. No
entry was made into the residence and
the incident currently is under inves-
tigation.

Thursday, February 25, Carmen
Boyce, 53, of Franklin was arrested on
an outstanding warrant. Police were
investigating an accident in which
Boyce was a passenger in one of the
vehicles involved and discovered she
had several outstanding warrants. Boyce
was transported to police headquarters
and turned over to the Union County
Sheriff’s Department.

Sunday, February 28, two Winding
Brook Way residents reported that their
motor vehicles had been burglarized.
Both residents stated that sometime
during the overnight hours someone
had entered their unlocked vehicles and
taken personal items.

Sunday, February 28, Gregory
Hunter, 31, of Newark was arrested on
an outstanding warrant. Police con-
ducted a motor vehicle stop on Route
22, West and discovered Hunter had an
active warrant out of Irvington Munici-
pal Court. Hunter was transported to
police headquarters for processing and
released after posting bail.

FANWOOD
Wednesday, February 17, Nicola

DiPaolo, 58, of Newark was arrested on
an outstanding warrant out of the Essex
County Sheriff’s Office following a
motor vehicle stop. DiPaolo was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Essex
County Sheriff’s Office.

Saturday, February 20, between 6:45
p.m. and 7 p.m. a resident of the 10
block of Beverly Avenue reported that
someone had entered his house without
permission and removed several pieces
of jewelry.

Monday, February 21, Kyle Basabe,
23, of Iselin was charged with posses-
sion of marijuana after a police of-
ficer on a traffic detail at Martine
Avenue and Watson Road noticed a
strong odor of suspected marijuana
coming from inside the motor vehicle
that Basabe was operating. The driver
was asked to step out of his vehicle so
officers could conduct a search. Po-
lice found the suspected marijuana,
which led to Basabe’s arrest. He was
processed, charged with possession
of marijuana and released pending a
court appearance.

Wednesday, February 24, Travis
Hatcher, 31, of Jersey City was arrested
on an active warrant out of East Orange.
He was processed, posted bail and re-
leased.

Thursday, February 25, Ivan
Quintana, 49, of Cliffside Park was
arrested on an active warrant out of
Lyndhurst. He was processed, posted
bail and released.

Thursday, February 25, Jeremy
O’Connor, 25, of Somerset was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of
Sayreville following a motor vehicle
stop involving a vehicle in which he
was a passenger. O’Connor was pro-
cessed, posted bail and released.

Saturday, February 27, Lamont Bur-
rows, 42, of Newark was arrested on an
active warrant out of Newark following
a motor vehicle stop of a vehicle in
which he was a passenger. He was
processed and released by Newark
Municipal Court.

Group Applauds Panel’s
Support for Envio. Bill

TRENTON – NJ Keep It Green,
the state’s largest coalition of conser-
vation and historic preservation or-
ganizations, has applauded the New
Jersey Assembly Environment and
Solid Waste Committee for voting to
approve implementing legislation.

“This bill ensures that corporate
business tax (CBT) revenues consti-
tutionally dedicated to preservation
and stewardship of New Jersey’s land,
water and historic resources are used
as intended by the voters. NJ Keep It
Green urges members of the Senate
and Assembly Budget Committees
and the full Legislature to vote on the
bill,” according to a press release
from the New Jersey Audubon Soci-
ety.

“A-780 would provide predictable,
reliable and transparent distribution
of CBT revenues between the Green
Acres, farmland and historic preser-
vation programs going forward. This
bill is critical to preserving New
Jersey’s last remaining open space
that safeguards our drinking water,
grow Jersey Fresh produce, honor
our history, and serve as parks, and
protect wildlife habitat,” said Ed
Potosnak, NJ Keep It Green chair-

man.
In November 2014, 65 percent of

New Jersey voters approved public
question 2 and established stable
funding for the preservation and stew-
ardship of open space, parks, farms,
historic and flood-prone areas by
dedicating 4 percent of existing cor-
porate business tax revenues to pres-
ervation and environmental programs
through fiscal year 2019, and dedi-
cating an additional 2 percent of ex-
isting corporate business tax revenues
from fiscal year 2020 going forward.

“We’re thrilled to see the Assem-
bly Environment Committee take up
and pass this legislation so swiftly in
the new session. It is vital that the
implementation legislation be passed
and funds released to build new parks,
preserve vital open spaces and pro-
tect our family farms,” said Kelly
Mooij, NJ Keep It Green coordina-
tor. Ms. Mooij added, “The action of
this Committee reinforces the man-
date of voters who passed the ballot
measure dedicating funding for open
space, farmland and historic preser-
vation with overwhelming support.

NJ Keep It Green is a coalition of
more than 180 park and conservation

Trinity Seamen’s Collection
Continues Until Sunday

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford, is continuing its
collection of items for the Seamen’s
Church Institute at Port Newark
through this Sunday, March 6.

The church is seeking donations
of trial-size shampoo, two- to four-
ounce bottles of hand lotion, lip
balm, soft packs of facial tissue,
packs of chewing gum, microwave
popcorn, and the fronts of old
Christmas cards.

“These items will be given to the
merchant mariners who spend months
at sea at a time aboard cargo freight-
ers delivering cargo around the
world,” said Marion Nechuta, Trinity

Outreach chairperson. Further infor-
mation is available by calling the
church at (908) 276-4047.

Items may be dropped off at the
church office today, Thursday, March
3, between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. It is
located in Witherington Hall behind
the church. For more information
about the Seamen’s Church Institute,
visit seamenschurch.org/ or call (973)
589-5828.

The Trinity Episcopal Church is a
family church that has been serving
Cranford area families since 1872.
Sunday services are at 8 a.m. and 10
a.m. For more information about Trin-
ity Church, call (908) 276-4047 or
visit trinitycranford.org/.

Administration Releases
Data on Property Taxes

TRENTON – The Christie Admin-
istration has released the 2015 prop-
erty tax data for the state’s 565 mu-
nicipalities.

The figures posted on the Depart-
ment of Community Affairs (DCA)
website show that property taxes de-
creased in more than 62 communi-
ties, increased by less than 1 percent
in approximately 49 more, and on
average increased by only 2.4 per-
cent last year on the average residen-
tial property. When adjusted for in-
flation, the increase on the average
residential property equates to only
2.1 percent.

The Governor’s Office said in a
media release that this property tax
increase can largely be attributed to
increases in tax levies, which are
responsible for 2 percent of the 2.4
percent growth in residential prop-
erty taxes, exactly equal to the state
cap on budget spending increases.
This is the third lowest levy increase
since 1999.

“This shows that levy growth actually
decelerated in 2015 for the first time
since 2012. The cap, which only affects
levies, does not affect tax increases that
could come from changes in taxable
valuation with offsetting tax rate reduc-
tions,” according to the release.

The other 0.4 percent can be attrib-
uted to increases in residential as-
sessments and a net loss in property
values. The growth in average prop-
erty taxes falls to just 2 percent when
the outlier case of Atlantic City is
factored out – a city which faces
unique fiscal challenges, including

more than $3.7 billion in commercial
ratable losses, largely stemming from
casino closures and tax appeals.

Additionally, a recent revaluation
in Paterson reduced the city’s as-
sessed property value by nearly one-
third. When this event is excluded,
the increase falls to 2.1 percent. When
both of these unusual cases are fac-
tored out, the increase drops to only
1.7 percent.

“Under Governor Christie’s leader-
ship, a bipartisan property tax cap is
now in effect, and other reforms initi-
ated by Governor Christie have made
it possible for towns to do better than
the cap requires. Based on U.S. Cen-
sus data, property tax increases since
the property tax was enacted have
consistently lagged neighboring state
and regional averages. This is strong
evidence that the property tax cap is
working to restrain tax growth,” ac-
cording to the release.

Governor Christie is continuing
to call for reforms that help mu-
nicipalities lower the cost of gov-
ernment and provide New
Jerseyans relief from the burden of
high property taxes including:
shared services and civil service
reform, promoting locally-driven
municipal consolidation efforts,
sick time reform, more pension
and health benefits reforms, and
closing loopholes in the property
tax cap.

The 2015 property tax data is avail-
able on the DCA website here nj.gov/
dca/divis ions/dlgs/ resources/
property_tax.html.

Menendez Reacts to North
Korea’s Rocket Launch

NEWARK – U.S. Senator Bob
Menendez (D-N.J.), co-author of the
North Korea Sanctions and Policy
Enhancement Act of 2016, issued
the following statement in reaction
to North Korea’s launching of a long-
range rocket using ballistic missile
technology. Legislation sponsored
by Sen. Menendez is expected to be
taken up by the full Senate. Sen.
Menendez, who strongly condemns
this latest North Korean provoca-
tion, first introduced his legislation
in June 2015.

“It is not enough to condemn North
Korea’s latest provocation, which is,
by all accounts, a violation of United

Nations Security Council resolutions
and international will. Nor is it enough
to convene the UNSC for another
round of hollow rhetoric, that does
nothing to the Kim regime but signal
a lack of international commitment
to enforcing international will.”

“We have before the United States
Senate meaningful steps that are avail-
able to us, a product of a bipartisan
approach that speaks the only lan-
guage North Korea’s regime can un-
derstand: aggressive, material conse-
quences for aggressive, reckless
provocations.”

“[The February 6th] launch and
recent nuclear tests brings into fo-
cus the steps we should have been
taking from the time I introduced
this bill last year. The Senate should
move quickly to pass the North Ko-
rea Sanctions and Policy Enhance-
ment Act of 2016, the House should
concur, and the President should sign
it into law.”

“And, if the international commu-
nity is serious about meeting the
threats North Korea is developing,
we should see measures like this Act
adopted by the UN and implemented
by all of its member states. The in-
ternational community should stand
together with a single voice and a
clear message: provocation will be
met with consequences that will
shake the Kim regime to its founda-
tion.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR THE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR RECREATION DEPART-
MENT - YOUTH & ADULT
SPORTS PROGRAMS FOR
CALENDAR YEARS 2016,
2017 AND 2018

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that sealed
proposals will be received by the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey on Wednesday, March
23, 2016, 10:00 a.m. prevailing time in the
Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076 then
publicly opened and read aloud.

Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 322
6700, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays.

The Township of Scotch Plains intends
to qualify persons and/or firms that (a)
possess the professional, financial and
administrative capabilities to provide the
proposed services, and (b) will agree to
work under the compensation terms and
conditions determined by the Township to
provide the greatest benefit to the taxpay-
ers of SCOTCH PLAINS. The services of
successful Respondents may be procured
as soon as April 1, 2016.

The Mayor and Council reserves the
right to reject any or all submissions due to
any defects or waive informalities and ac-
cept any submissions that in their judg-
ment will be in the best interest of the
Township. The Mayor and Council shall
award the contract or reject all submis-
sions no later than 60 days from receipt of
the same.

By authorization of the Mayor and Coun-
cil of the Township of Scotch Plains, Union
County, New Jersey.
Alexander Mirabella
Township Manager

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T- 3/3/16, The Times Fee: $42.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

SPECIAL MEETING NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Township of Scotch Plains has
scheduled a Special Meeting for THURS-
DAY, March 10, 2016 at 5:30 P.M.

The purpose of the special meeting is to
hold an Executive Session for the pur-
poses of an Update on the Affordable
Housing Element and Fair Share Plan.
Formal action will not be taken at the
meeting.

The meetings will be held in the Council
Chambers at the Township Municipal Build-
ing, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey. The Township of Scotch Plains
does not discriminate against persons with
disabilities. Those individuals requiring
auxiliary aids and services must notify the
ADA Coordinator of the Township of Scotch
Plains as soon as possible in advance of
the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 3/3/16, The Times Fee: $22.44
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ATTENTION WESTFIELD RESIDENTS
2016 POOL REGISTRATION UPDATE

• Registration information has been mailed to all 2015 pool
members.  Members can register on-line, mail in, or in person
through April 14, 2016.

• Once pre-registration of current 2015 members is completed
         for the 2016 season on April 14th;   IF there are still openings,
         the Recreation Department will start contacting those on the
        wait list.

N O T I C E

• REMEMBER:    If you are interested in joining the Memorial
        Pool, and you are not a 2015 member, YOU MUST be on the

wait list at the Westfield Recreation Department!  Wait List
applications are available on-line at:

        www.westfieldnj.gov/recreation  or can be picked up in the
        Recreation Department at 425 E. Broad Street.
                             Contact number – 908.789.4080

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Race
Takes the Silver
2 & ½ popcorns

 

Private instrumental & vocal lessons 

World-class professional faculty 

For all ages & levels 

Performing ensembles for everyone 

Instrument rentals & sales 

 

 

 

150--152 East Broad Street   
WWestfield, NJ 07090 

(908) 789-9696  
www.njworkshopforthearts.com 

A Non-Profit Organization Est. 1972 

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

 If only we were as proficient at
correcting our social sins as we are at
chronicling them. My case in point is
director Stephen Hopkins’s Race, a
dutiful but dramatically average tell-
ing of the heroic odyssey that made
Jesse Owens a worldwide sports leg-
end. We, in the more enlightened
nooks and hollers, are properly
abashed at the stumbling blocks Mr.
Owens had to hurdle on his way to
glory in the 1936 Berlin Olympiad.
Yet, beneath our conceit, we shiver in
the knowledge that there are still cave
dwellers in those intolerant area’s
loath to celebrate humanity’s égalité.

 So we watch respectfully, basking
in this one victory, a stepping stone
that etched away at the hard granite of
outrageous fear that fuels prejudice,
and wonder just how many superhu-
man achievements it takes to make
people act, well, just human. Even
good old Aesop himself couldn’t make
up a better parable than this one. War
is in the air. In a few years we’ll be
sending young men, segregated into
black and white, to fight and die. The
saber-rattling Nazis have made Aryan
supremacy their raison d’être. But
you see, there’s this runner, Jesse
Owens.

Born in Alabama and raised in
Cleveland, Ohio, he would ultimately
be known as the fastest man on Earth.
Much to the inconvenience of the
white superiority crowd, Jesse just
happened to be black, a fact that
proved of no little inconvenience to
Jesse himself. The naysayers, for
whatever feverish reasons that ruled
their blinding bigotry, weren’t going
to make it easy. Originally just a kid
who loved to run and dreamt of rais-
ing a family in the country that had
promised him his civil rights, he is
forced to live his life in the burning
crucible of history.

Then again, if he were born in what
the apocryphal blessing calls “unin-
teresting times,” we’d have no
epiphany, no great watershed and no
scolding reminder that indeed there is
still much work to be done. Thus his
story is told, accurately by most ac-
counts, save for just a few dramati-
cally expedient exaggerations. Prob-
lem is, it’s much better history than it
is biography. Stephan James, who
treads carefully and reverently in Mr.
Owens’s legendary track shoes, ex-
udes little between-the-lines artistry,
allowing for very few flourishes of
character insight.

It’s a double-edge sword. Granted,
the fortitude to persevere against
seemingly unconquerable forces de-
termined to dash your dreams is cer-
tainly character enough for any man

or woman. Still, while we want our
past faithfully recounted, we also want
it told in poetic, fairy tale terms. But
alas, and good thing, too, these days
Hollywood is much more careful in
its elaborations. Given such narrow
limits, the challenge to the contempo-
rary filmmaker is to conjure the artis-
tic yet honest magic required to gild
the truth.

Unfortunately, that doesn’t happen
here. As a result, if the track and field
star was indeed compelling outside
of his storied travail, it remains un-
known to us. Otherwise, working from
a script by Joe Shrapnel and Anna
Waterhouse, the director paints an
informative backstory to the central
tale, responsibly detailing the winds
of history and partially ameliorating
some of his shortcomings with a bit of
elucidative muckraking.

Now, there has never been conclu-
sive proof that Avery Brundage, who
headed the American contingent of
athletes in the 1936 Berlin Olympics,
was responsible for excluding Jewish
runners Marty Glickman and Sam
Stoller from their relay event so as not
to embarrass Hitler. But Hopkins,
boldly sewing that controversy into
the greater fabric of the plot, delivers
on the implied promise of Race’s
double entendre title. Here Brundage
is deemed not only culpable, but, for
alleged business favors hinted at by
the Nazis, a de facto conspirator.
Yipes!

Jeremy Irons as Brundage is near
Dickensian as the face of upper crust
arrogance and tacit anti-Semitism, all
in service to what Kipling smugly
coined The White Man’s Burden. In
contrast, struggling to extricate him-
self from the pawn-like status those
powers that be would relegate him to
if left unchecked, Mr. James acquits
himself well enough, albeit
unexcitingly. The real high-relief stuff
is left to his Ohio State coach, Larry
Snyder, entertainingly emoted by Ja-
son Sudeikis.

This is no Chariots of Fire (1981),
the Academy Award-winning biopic
that investigated racial convolutions
in the 1924 Olympics. The running
scenes, while realistic, pale in com-
parison. There is not the exquisite-
ness of art direction, momentous
music or the pomp and pageantry of
competition. Nevertheless, the atten-
tion to detail is admirable and, given
its humanistic message, we’ve no
doubt that “Race” has its heart in the
right place from start to finish.

***
Race, rated PG-13, is a Focus Fea-

tures release directed by Stephen
Hopkins and stars Stephan James,
Jason Sudeikis and Jeremy Irons.
Running time: 134 minutes

 TALENTEDTEEN SINGERS...The acclaimed traveling Choir of GrotonSchool
will sing a Lenten Evensong at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield on
Tuesday, March 8, at 6 p.m. St. Paul’s is located at 414 E.Broad Street in
Westfield.  For moreinformation, contact Music Director Charles M. Banks at
(908) 451-5082 or cbnj123@verizon.net.

Traveling Teen Choir
Will Sing at St. Paul’s

Free Evening Concert
Offered by Musical Club

Orchestra Friends, Talbots
Present Spring Fashions

Oratorio Singers to Offer
Concert of Exciting Music

ISLAND NATIVES...Students are rehearsing scene in upcoming musical Once on
this Island at Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield on Friday, March 4,
Saturday, March 5 and Sunday, March 6. Picutred above are: Michael Moore,
Alexandra Sica, Eva Boyes, Christina Arida, Julia Singer, Matthew Meixner,
Vincent Mora, Caroline Schafer, Sara Kirschner and Sarah Rappoport.

WESTFIELD – The traveling Choir
of Groton School (Groton, Mass.)
will sing a Lenten Evensong at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield
on Tuesday, March 8, at 6 p.m. Rec-
ognized as “a group of 20 talented
high school students,” the choir will
make St. Paul’s its last stop on a mid-
Atlantic tour wherein they performed
at Church of the Redeemer in Bryn
Mawr, Penn.; St. Paul’s Church in
Washington, D.C.; the Chapel on his-
toric Jamestown Island in Virginia;
and the Princeton University Chapel
in New Jersey.

Dan Moriarty, Groton School Or-
ganist and Director of Choral Music,
describes his Choir as “one of the
most advanced high school singing
groups in New England.” He notes
that, “the Choir sings for weekly
chapel each Sunday, preparing a large
and varied repertoire of anthems and
service music that represents both the
Western Classical tradition and new
expressions of contemporary and glo-
bal music.  Students in the Choir
improve their vocal technique and
sight-reading skills through weekly
rehearsals.”

“It is also noteworthy,” advises Mr.
Moriarty, “that Choir at Groton, un-
like many of its peer schools, is an
academic subject and meets as part of
the curriculum.  Consequently, it never
is forced to compete with athletics or
other priorities.”

In that regard, St. Paul’s Evensong
attendees on March 8 can expect a
varied, musically textured, devotional
and inspiring program that celebrates
the Lenten season. The service will
feature choral music by leading 17th
Century English composer William
Smith; Irish-born composer Sir
Charles Villiers Stanford; 20th Cen-
tury British composer Herbert
Sumsion; and American composer
Richard Wayne Dirksen.

In March 2013, the Groton Chapel
Choir “had the unique honor of jointly
singing with the St. Paul’s Cathedral
Choir Evensong in London.  Every
December since 1919,” notes
Moriarty, “the Choir has also per-
formed a Service of Nine Lessons
and Carols, drawing a combined
crowd of nearly 1200 listeners at three
identical services, and many more
through its live stream.”

Groton School is a private Episco-
pal college preparatory boarding
school located in Groton, Massachu-
setts. For more information, contact
dmoriarty@Groton365.onmicrosoft.com.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is lo-
cated at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield (near Euclid Avenue and
across from Town Hall). Evensong is
offered free to the general public.
Area parking is also free. For more
information, please call (908) 451-
5082 or e-mail Music Director Charles
M. Banks at cbnj123@verizon.net.

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield invites the public to a
free concert on Wednesday, March 9,
at 7:30 p.m. at the First Baptist Church,
170 Elm Street, Westfield. The con-
cert will feature local and guest artists
presenting the finest music from the
18th,19th, 20th and 21st centuries.

Opening the program, Flora Pol-
lack, flute, and Mary Beth McFall,
piano, perform Sonate, Opus 2, No.4
by Michel Blavet, and Sonate pour
Flûte et Piano by Francis Poulenc.

The concert continues with pianist
John Blasdale playing the Impromptu
in G Flat Major, Op. 90, No. 3, by
Franz Schubert.  Then Mr. Blasdale
offers the first public performance of
his own Elegy in E Minor (2016);
John notes that “a theme from a So-
nata that Beethoven composed in 1820
is the basis of the Elegy, though it is
greatly varied.”  Mr. Blasdale will
conclude with Ludwig van

Beethoven’s Sonata in F# Major, Op.
78.

The concert ends with a perfor-
mance by guest artist Javier Oviedo,
alto saxophone, and Marie Daniele
Mercier, organ, of Rapsodie for Alto
Saxophone and Organ, Op.108a by
Paul Creston.

There will be a reception following
the concert where the audience will
have an opportunity to meet the per-
formers and enjoy light refreshments.

The Musical Club of Westfield is a
501(c)(3) organization now in its
101st season, and offers scholarships
to promising young musicians who
are pursuing a musical education.
Membership in the club is open to
anyone interested in music. Those
wishing information about member-
ship in the Musical Club of Westfield,
as a performer or an associate mem-
ber, may visit
www.musicalclubofwestfield.org.

ALL STATE SINGERS...Pria McNeil and Laura Salway, both sophomores at
Cranford High School, performed in the NJ All-State Treble Chorus on February
20 at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center in Newark. This school year, at total
of nine Cranford High School students were selected for and participated in the
NJ All-State Choruses.  The students were sponsored by Anthony Rafaniello,
Director of Choirs at Cranford High School.

WESTFIELD – The Oratorio Sing-
ers of Westfield, under the baton of
music director Trent Johnson, will
present a program of choral and brass
music with percussion and organ in-
cluding works dating from the Baroque
period through the 21st century on Sun-
day, March 13, at 3 p.m. in the sanctu-
ary of the First United Methodist
Church, One East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Contrasting music styles of several
well known composers including Aaron
Copland, Georg Frideric Handel, Rich-
ard Wagner, John Rutter and Trent
Johnson are sure to delight music-goers
of all ages. Opening the program will be
Copland's " Fanfare for the Common
Man," a stunning display of brass and
percussion written in 1942 for The Cin-
cinnati Orchestra. Following the Fan-
fare will be a premier of a new work by
Trent Johnson, The Wisdom of
Solomon, for chorus, brass ensemble,
timpani and percussion. This work ex-
plores Solomon's wisdom through di-
rect quotations from the Book of Prov-
erbs, a collection of short sayings that
instruct and give advice on common-
place interactions and situations.

From the Baroque and from two
well-known Handel oratorios - Solomon
and Samson -  will come five delightful
choruses including "Swell the Full cho-
rus," "Awake the trumpets lofty sound,"
"Then round about the starry throne, "O

first created beam" and "Then shall
they know." Moving on to 19th century
music, the instrumental ensemble will
showcase the well-known "The
Pilgrim's Chorus" from Wagner's opera
"Tannhäuser."

Contemporary music will round out
the program when the audience will
have three opportunities to sing along.
John Rutter's  setting of "Now Thank
We All Our God" is a triumphant, imagi-
native setting. Trent Johnson's settings
of "Amazing Grace" and "Great is They
Faithfulness" receive their first perfor-
mances at this event. A new and recent
anthem, "This is the Day" by John
Rutter, was commissioned for the wed-
ding of HRH Prince William of Wales
and Catherine Middleton at Westminster
Abbey in 2011. It is a setting of Psalm
118.

To round out the program, Mr.
Johnson has chosen John Rutter's
"Gloria," an enjoyable, rhythmic and
melodic three movement odyssey
through the text of the Gloria which
comes from the Ordinary of the Catho-
lic Mass. The outer movements are
exuberant in their joyousness. The
middle movement is lovely and a plea
to "hear our prayer."

Donations at the door will be $20 for
general admission and $15 for students
and seniors. For concert information,
call the Church office at (908) 233-
4211.

WESTFIELD – The Friends of
New Jersey Festival Orchestra, the
fundraising arm of the orchestra, are
looking ahead to the arrival of spring
and new fashion trends as they part-
ner with the Talbots’ store in the Mall
at Short Hills on Thursday, March 10,
between 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. to present
a “fashion show and party.”

According to Lee Corcoran, chair-
man, the party is a “different” kind of
fundraiser. She stated, “No admis-
sion will be charged, attendance is
totally free and no reservations are
necessary.  Thanks to the generosity
of Talbots, a lavish selection of hors
d’oeuvres will be served and a group
of late-winter and spring fashions will
be modeled by members of the Friends
group.”  Ten percent of pre-tax sales

during the party will be donated to the
Friends, according to Dayna
Gonzalaz, General Manager of Tal-
bots’ Short Hills store.

Attendees will have the chance to
win a door prize and receive a goodie
bag comprised of Talbots merchan-
dize. Raffle tickets to drive a sleek
2016 Tesla automobile for 24 hours
will also be on sale by The Friends
during evening.

New Jersey Festival Orchestra’s
next presentation will be one of the
world’s most beloved operas,
Puccini’s La Boheme, on Saturday,
March 5, starring internationally rec-
ognized vocalists. Tickets for the
opera are available at www.NJFestival
Orchestra.org, or by calling (908) 232-
9400.

American Theater Group
Announces Drama Festival

RAHWAY – American Theater
Group (ATG), New Jersey’s newest
professional theater, located at the
state-of- the-arts Hamilton Stage
Theater in Rahway, announced its
first annual High School Drama Fes-
tival, an event that promises to be
an extremely popular annual offer-
ing. On Thursday, April 28, ATG
will serve as host to high schools
throughout New Jersey for a day of
great theater and inspiring instruc-
tion.

During the day-long event, stu-
dents will have the opportunity to
present a scene from whatever play
or musical that they have performed
during the course of the year, or one
they have prepared specially for the
competition. These excerpts will
then be given an in-depth critique
by working members of the Broad-
way theater industry.

For more information, call (732)
238-9982 or visit
www.americantheatergroup.org.
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Must RSVP, 908-654-5200. We’ll see you at

The Chelsea at Fanwood presents

Thursday, March 10th

6:15 PM
Dinner served!

295 SOUTH AVENUE  |  FANWOOD, NJ 07023  |  908-654-5200

WWW.CHELSEASENIORLIVING.COM

Bring your questions for Bob Luperi, Medicare Specialist,

and learn about these Medicare benefits in New Jersey.

PRESCRIPTION
DRUGS: LOWER

YOUR COSTS
You may qualify for $5 generic or $7 name brand prescriptions

Medicare recipients of certain incomes may qualify for numerous benefits such as:

•Discounts on utility bills

•Eliminate “donut hole” coverage gap

•Reduced prescription drug costs

•Pets spayed or neutered for $10

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
Presents The Mystery of Edwin Drood

INTO YOUR SEATS...Westfield High School will present Into the Woods Thursday, March 10 through Saturday, March
12. Tickets are on sale at whstd.booktix.com.  Featured cast  pictured above include: Top:  Kimmi Zimmermann;  Bottom
(left to right): Julian Mazzola, Jack Ritter, Maggie Bergin, Emma Stern, Tony Peer, Jesse Zimmermann, Madeleine
Rosenthal,  Frank Guerriero, Madeline Hudelson.

BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY
THE JOSEPH DEALESSANDRO MEMORIAL OPERA CONCERT

PUCCINI   La Boheme
David Wroe  Music Director and Conductor

New Jersey Festival Orchestra
No opera can equal the passion, romance and tragedy of La Boheme. This perennial 

favorite about love and loss is surely one of Puccini’s most glorious works. A cast 
of internationally acclaimed guest performers joins NJFO to present, acted and in 

costume, this magnum opus that will not leave a dry eye in the house.

SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 2016, AT 7PM
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, WESTFIELD, NJ

TICKETS $26 | $48 | $60 | $75 
CALL 908 232 9400 or go to www.njfestivalorchestra.org

Suzanne Vinnik  
Mimi

Joshua Kohl  
Rodolfo

Lindsay Russell  
Musetta

Darik Knutse  
Marcello

Fanwood Poetry Series to Feature
John H. McDermott, John Richard Smith

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series in Fanwood will present
readings by two distinguished New
Jersey poets on Tuesday, March 15.
The free poetry performances by John
H. McDermott of Cranford and John
Richard Smith of Frenchtown will
begin promptly at 8 p.m. in the Patricia
Kuran Arts Center on Watson Road,
off North Martine Avenue, adjacent
to Fanwood Borough Hall (GPS use
75 N. Martine Avenue).

Mr. McDermott has lived in
Cranford for much of his life, with
breaks of two years teaching English
in China and two years in Japan. He is
professor emeritus of English as a
Second Language at Union County
College and former poetry editor of
US1 Worksheets. He has twice been
invited to read his poetry at the
Geraldine R. Dodge Poetry Festival
and has served as a Dodge Poet, work-

ing with teachers and students for
many years. His poems have appeared
in many publications, including The
Paterson Literary Review, Lips,
Frogpond, Exit 13 Magazine, and
Mainichi Daily. John’s book of po-
etry, “The Long Way Home,” was
published in 2005 and the CD version
was released in 2010.

Mr. Smith lives on the New Jersey
side of the Delaware River in
Frenchtown. He is a retired high
school English teacher, an avid bird
watcher and a contributor to New
Jersey Audubon. His poems also have
appeared in The Literary Review, New
York Quarterly, Paterson Literary
Review, Canary, Journal of New Jer-
sey Poets, Exit 13, and Edison Liter-
ary Review. John’s recent poetry col-
lection, “Even That Indigo,” was pub-
lished in 2012 by Hip Pocket Press.
According to Peter Dunne of the New

Jersey Audubon Society, “John
Smith’s words are stepping stones
into the natural world, bridging it and
drawing from it insights that resonate
in the human mind and soul.”

The Carriage House Poetry Series
is currently in its eighteenth year at
the Kuran Arts Center, an historic
Gothic Revival structure that was once
a 19th century carriage house, hence
the name of the series. The March
15th reading is free and open to the
public. An open mic reading with
local poets will follow the featured
performance.

For more information call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions and information,
visit http://
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com/
.

Woman’s Club of Westfield Declares Eight
2016 Poetry, Short Story  Contest Winners

SCOTCH PLAINS – The final
two weeks of rehearsals for The
Mystery of Edwin Drood, the Scotch
Plains Fanwood Repertory Spring
musical production, are in full swing
heading towards opening night Fri-
day, March 11. The cast and crew are
preparing for the opening night two
weeks away. Tickets are available
now. The Mystery of Edwin Drood is
a hilarious, interactive whodunit
mystery musical that allows the au-
dience to enter the action and be-
come the ultimate detectives. The
show is based on Charles Dickens’
unfinished novel of the same name.
In  a small town in England, Edwin
Drood has been mysteriously mur-

dered. But by whom? His leering
romantic rival, John Jasper? The
mysterious Landless twins, newly
arrived from Ceylon? Or someone
else even more dastardly and villain-
ous? Dickens passed away before he
was able to reveal the culprit, so the
audience finishes the story Charles
Dickens didn’t. It’s the only show in
town that ends differently every
night, depending on what the audi-
ence decides.

Performances will be held on Fri-
day, March 11 at 8 p.m., Saturday,
March 12 at 8 p.m., Sunday, March
13 at 2 p.m., Thursday, March 17 at 7
p.m., Friday, March 18 at 8 p.m. and
Saturday, March 19 at 8 p.m.  All

WESTFIELD – The Woman’s
Club of Westfield has announced the
winners for its 2016 Youth Poetry
and Short Story Contest.

The winners for Poetry are:
Category Grades K-One-Two:

Liam Kilbourne, son of Tara
McGroddy and Bret Kilbourne for
his poem “Lightening.” Liam is a
second grade student at Washington
School in Westfield.

Category Grades Three-Four-Five:
Nina Heim, daughter of Kim and
Tom Heim for her poem, “Hope.”
Nina is a fourth student at Franklin
School in Westfield.

Catgegory Grades Six-Seven-
Eight: Christian Robinson, son of
Amy and David for his poem,
“Maine.” Christian is a sixth grade
student at Orange Avenue School in
Cranford.

Category Grades Nine-10-11-12:
Coco Herz, daughter of  Kate and
Andy Herz for her poem, “The Boy
Who Lived Behind The Dumpster.”
Coco is a ninth grade student at
Westfield High School in Westfield.

The Winners for Short Stories are:
Category Grades One-Two-Three:

Lily Erneta, daughter of Sue and
Pablo Erneta for her short story, “Lily
and the Magical Unicorn.”  Lily is a

second grade student at Tamaques
School in Westfield.

Category Grades Three-Four-Five:
Sophie Waibel, daughter of Jill
Dambosio and Neil Waibel for her
short story, “Sounds.”  Sophie is a
fifth grade student at Jefferson
School in Westfield.

Catagory Grades Six-Seven-Eight:
Bailey Croft, daughter of Tracy and
Jason Croft for her short story, “The
New Girl.” Bailey is a sixth grade
student at Orange Avenue School  in
Cranford.

Category Grades Nine-10-11-12:
Sarah Boyle, daughter of Debbie
HirschBoyle and Jerry Boyle for her
short story, “Uncle Frank.” Sarah is
a senior at Westfield High School in
Westfield.

The ladies of the Woman’s Club of
Westfield are pleased and happy to
congratulate these winning students
and their families. The winning po-
ems and short stories have been sent
on to be judged on the state level by
the New Jersey Federation of
Women’s Clubs.

shows take place at the Manya Ungar
Memorial Auditorium at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS), 667 Westfield Road, Scotch
Plains.

To purchase tickets go online to
Droodspfhs.brownpapertickets.com.
Prices are $17 for Adults, $14 for
Students and $14 for Seniors (age 60
and up).  Seniors “Gold Cards” may
be used for any performance.

Onsite Ticket Ordering at SPFHS
is available on Tuesday, February 23
from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. and Wednesday,
March 2 from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the
auditorium lobby of SPFHS. For more
information call Kathleen Sheehy
(908) 342-0856.

Celebration Singers to
Present Magical Showcase

CRANFORD – The Celebration
Singers of Cranford Youth Choirs
proudly a Magical Showcase, featur-
ing songs from The Little Mermaid,
Mary Poppins, Frozen, and more.

Under the direction of the
ensemble’s new Youth Choirs Con-
ductor, Sarah Michal, a Magical
Showcase is set for Saturday, March
19, at 7 p.m., at the Jardine Academy,
75 Rod Smith Place, Cranford.

Tickets range from Adults $10,

Seniors $8, and Children $6, and may
be purchased by visiting
www.celebration-singers.org.

For further information e-mail:
celebrationsingersnewjersey@gmail.com,
or call (908) 522-4656.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com www.goleader.com
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Teamwork at it best paved the
way for the Cranford High School
girls basketball team to quickly
“shoot” past the Roselle Catholic
Lions and remain there in a 71-
63 victory for the Union County
Tournament (UCT) championship
held at Kean University in Union
on February 28. The 15-8 Cou-
gars’ ability to dish out assists
from all areas of the court to
open teammates kept the Lady

WICHELNS SCORES 23 PTS, WILLIAMSON 18, MacLELLAND 17 PTS, 11 RBS; PACE 5 ASSISTS

Lady Cougars Jump on Lions for UCT Hoops Crown, 71-63
Lions guessing as to how they
could defend them successfully.

Every Cougar on the floor dished
out assists and their total came
up to 21. Senior Lindsay Pace (7
points, 3 steals) dished out five
of them. Senior Cerys MacLelland
dished out four assists but also
received a few herself to score
17 points. MacLelland also pulled
11 rebounds.

“Being a teammate, I think
that’s how you play sports. You
work with your team. You trust
your teammates and I think that’s
what we did really well. You can’t

be selfish,” Pace said.
“We are a good outside shoot-

ing team. We don’t want to rely
on it but when they are falling,
they are falling. If they are not
going to come out at you and
stop you from shooting them, go
for it,” Cougar Head Coach Jackie
Dyer said. “It’s nice. We get a lot
from everyone. My bench is con-
stantly cheering. When they are
in the game, they are working.
It’s a very nice team effort.”

The massive amount of assists,
indeed, found the right shooter
at the right time. Freshman
Lauren Williamson banged three
of her five 3-pointers in the first
quarter and two of them sand-
wiched around sophomore Cam

Wichelns’ 3-pointer that gave the
Cougars an immediate 9-0 lead.
Williamson (3 assists) finished
the game with 18 points and
Wichelns (2 assists, 5 rebounds)
finished with 23 points, which
included four 3-pointers.

“Lauren Williamson was shoot-
ing up a storm. I knew I wanted
to keep feeding her the ball. And
Cam was shooting great, so we
just wanted to keep feeding
people the ball and be very un-
selfish. That’s a key aspect as a
team. When we are unselfish, we
play our best basketball,”
MacLelland said.

“When I was open, I was confi-
dent. When I was open last year,
I wasn’t confident shooting. I
have been working on it with my
AAU team, so they are confident
with me. We all are confident

with each other, so when they
are open, you got to get them the
ball and hope that they make it.
And we usually do make it. We
are a very well-coached team,”
Wichelns said.

“I love looking at our stats at
the end of the game because
even all over the place, not just
points but rebounds and steals
and assists,” Coach Dyer added.

But additional assists came from
the inside with Bela Speer and
Julia Schork, who had four as-
sists and two blocks, with their
give-and-go technique. Speer fin-
ished with five rebounds, seven
blocks, three assists and six
points.

“Bela and I have been playing
since fourth grade and my dad
always says, ‘do the give-and-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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go, do the give-and-go!’ We did
it and Julia was the one who
actually did it this game looking
for the open girls. We got the
best shots we could,” MacLelland
said.

“They are both key players. We
give it to them in the middle and
they drop it off for an assist down
low. We are happy to have them,”
Wichelns said.

“We really focus a lot on attack-
ing the basket. The way to do
that is really to get the ball in the
middle and have them kick it out
or underneath the basket for a
little handoff or a backdoor give-
and-go. We work a lot on that
because we are a good outside
shooting team. Eventually some-
one is going to try to stop us or
our shots aren’t going to fall, so
we have to have something else,”
Dyer explained.

The Lions had some very dan-
gerous shooters on their team
and the Cougars were well aware
of who they were.

“Jen McClave! She was key
player for them You can get into
her head and we really worked
on that. She’s going to have her
points but we shut her down,”
Wichelns said.

“Jenny McClave and number 5
[Kamille Jacobs]! We switched
on the screens and we had to

crash the boards and get the
rebounds. We did a pretty good
job,” MacLelland said.

McClave finished with 12 points
and Jacobs bucketed 13. Taniya
Hanner netted 17 points, while
Tyara McQueen had 14.

After a 9-0 start, the Cougars
won the first quarter, 20-18,

with Williamson sinking nine of
her points. The Lions took their
only lead of the game, 22-20,
with 5:43 left in the second
quarter but the Cougars came
screaming back to seize a 35-
28 lead at the half. MacLelland,
on an assist from Williamson,
rolled in a slick lay-up at the
buzzer.

Wichelns held the hot hand in
the third quarter and hit 12 of her
points en route to a 22-20 run to
put the Cougars on top, 57-48,
entering the final quarter.
MacLelland sank seven points in
the quarter.

The victory was the Cougars’
first UCT title since 2006.

“It feels awesome. I wouldn’t
want to leave any other way. All
that hard work paid off and I
couldn’t be more proud of my
team,” Pace said.

When asked if she thought at
the beginning of the season that
her team would win the UCT title,
MacLelland said, “Absolutely not!
I am going to be honest but when
the season started to come, when
we beat Roselle Catholic the first

time, I said I think we can do it.
We came together the third
game. We started playing as a
team. That’s how you win when
you are unselfish and you give it
all you have.”

Coach Dyer answered, “Yes I
did. Before the season even
started, I knew the group that I
had that it was in them and they
could do it. The team that they
were at the beginning of the
season is not the team they are
now. It was nice that it clicked. It
was the right time for us.”

“It feels awesome. Sophomore
year! This is the best feeling,”
Wichelns said.

“I’m speechless as a senior for
the senior class. We worked so
hard, everyone. The underclass-
men came out big time. It shows
that every single person on the
team has value.” MacLelland said

“It feels really great. I experi-
enced it my senior year and it’s
nice that these girls get to expe-
rience it together,” Coach Dyer
said.
Roselle Cath 18 10 20 15 63
Cranford 20 15 22 14 71

Probitas Verus Honos

More on next page
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Lady Cougars Stop Roselle Catholic Lions for UCT Basketball Championship
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Governor Livingston Highlanders Hold Off Lady Blue Devil Cagers, 38-33

More on next page
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Cappello Wins 2nd Region 3 Mat Title, Gozdieski Places 2nd, Wustefeld Gets 3rd

Story & more photos

pages 11, 16,17 of The Westfield Leader

More on next page
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Cranford Committee Advised
On Food Service Concerns

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — While the town-
ship recently had mandated
grease traps as a way to monitor
the cleanup of the used grease by
restaurants in the township, there
are still problems with the traps
not being cleaned, Health Officer
Megan Avallone of the Westfield
Regional Health Department said
on February 22 when she gave
her health report to the township
committee. Cranford is one of
eight towns covered by the re-
gional department.

She recommended that the
township committee strengthen
its ordinance to require restau-
rant owners to hire a private
hauler to take away the grease.
Right now owners can choose to
empty the grease traps them-
selves and haul it away.

A log is supposed to be kept of

when the traps were cleaned,
and by whom, but, “it’s not hap-
pening,” Ms. Avallone said. The
health officer “is having to go
back and back again,” she said.
“Nobody ever has receipts of the
haulers who are to come to take
the grease away,” Ms. Avallone
noted. “They say they cleaned it
last week, and I know it is not
true by looking at it.”

The committee said it would
take up the matter at its next
regular committee meeting.

Improper food handling also is
a recurring problem with some
food establishments that repeat-
edly cool and reheat foods, and
do not meet the requirements
for the state, Ms. Avallone said.

“They don’t have basic knowl-
edge (of food handling),” Ms.
Avallone said. She asked the com-
mittee to consider instituting a
local food handler training course,
“…because it is not mandatory,

nobody goes,” she said. The
Westfield Regional Health De-
partment offers the course at the
Cranford Community Center, as
well as other Union County loca-
tions. “It is basic but it helps,”
Ms. Avallone said.

The restaurant manager
chooses somebody to receive the
training. One person per shift
would be required to attend, and
they would be required to attend
every two years. The cost is $35
per person.

“It seems reasonable,” Busi-
ness Administrator Terence Wall
said.

Once the training is received,
the restaurant receives a certifi-
cate that would be placed on the
wall.

A complaint was called in to the
health department regarding a
salon that was performing per-
manent cosmetics illegally, said
Ms. Avallone, who told the owner
she cannot facilitate that without
a license.

“I was glad we were able to
stop that,” she said.

The Westfield Regional Health
Department also is prepared
should the Zika virus reach this
area, Ms. Avallone said. “We have
been working our tails off. Our
emergency preparedness…they

CRANFORD
Wednesday, February 17,

Lashon Matthews, 37, and Corey
Spears, 37, both of Irvington,
were arrested following a motor
vehicle stop for erratic driving at
Myrtle Street and Centennial Av-
enue. Police found suspected
heroin on Spears, who was the
driver. Additionally, the passen-
ger, Matthews, was found to be
in possession of over 40 wax
paper folds of suspected heroin,
24 vials of suspected crack co-
caine, over 10 bags of suspected
marijuana, and packaging mate-
rials, police said. Matthews was
charged with possession of heroin
with intent to distribute; posses-
sion of cocaine with intent to
distribute; possession of mari-
juana with intent to distribute;
possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance with intent to
distribute in a school zone; pos-
session of heroin; possession of
cocaine; possession of less than
50 grams of marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia.
Spears was charged with pos-
session of heroin and possession
of drug paraphernalia. Spears
also was cited for failure to main-
tain a traffic lane, delaying traf-
fic, and having an open container
of alcohol in a vehicle. Both were
placed under arrest, transported
to police headquarters for pro-
cessing, and released pending
appearances in state Superior
Court.

Thursday, February 18, An-
thony Pettigrew, 31, of East Or-
ange was stopped on Raritan
Road for a red traffic light viola-
tion. Following an investigation
at the scene, police said they
found suspected marijuana on
Pettigrew. He was arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a
municipal court appearance.
Pettigrew also was cited for fail-
ure to observe a traffic signal.

Friday, February 19, Richard
Gonzalez, 23, of Newark was ar-
rested and charged with posses-

sion of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia.
Police were notified of a suspi-
cious white van parked in the
driveway of an unoccupied resi-
dence. While investigating, po-
lice located suspected marijuana
in the possession of Gonzalez,
the front seat passenger. He was
arrested, processed and released
pending an appearance in mu-
nicipal court.

Friday, February 19, Karen
Bottone, 30, and Julio Aponte,
42, both of Edison, were arrested
and charged with possession of
heroin following a motor vehicle
stop for erratic driving and for a
cracked taillight. Following an
investigation at the scene, police
said they found suspected heroin
and drug paraphernalia. Bottone
and Aponte, the passenger, were
arrested, processed and released
pending appearances in state
Superior Court. Bottone also was
cited for careless driving and
maintenance of lamps. Aponte
posted bail on an outstanding
traffic warrant from East
Brunswick.

Sunday, February 21, Elix
DeJesus, 18, of Elizabeth and
two 17-year-old males, also of
Elizabeth, were arrested and
charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of drug
paraphernalia following a motor
vehicle stop on East North Av-
enue for a window tint violation.
Following an investigation at the
scene, police found suspected
marijuana inside the vehicle. All
three occupants were arrested
and processed. DeJesus was re-
leased pending a municipal court
appearance. The juveniles were
released to parents pending Fam-
ily Court proceedings.

Sunday, February 21, Johnny
Rosado, 28, of Newark, Del. was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop after

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
TO THE BRIM...The Rahway River, swollen from last Wednesday night's
storm, begins to creep onto the dock of the Cranford Canoe Club Thursday at the
corner of Springfield and Orange Avenues.
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police observed a possible nar-
cotics transaction involving the
vehicle occupants. Following an
investigation at the scene, police
said they found suspected loose
marijuana, suspected marijuana
cigarettes, and various narcotics
paraphernalia. The driver of the
vehicle was placed under arrest,
processed at police headquar-
ters, and released pending a mu-
nicipal court appearance.

Tuesday, February 23, Lyonel
Finklea, 19, of Newark was ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia
following a motor vehicle stop on
Raritan Road for a passenger
seatbelt violation. Following an
investigation at the scene, police
said they found suspected mari-
juana in the possession of Finklea,
the front seat passenger. He was
arrested, processed and released
pending an appearance in mu-
nicipal court. Finklea also was
cited for failure to wear a seatbelt.
The driver was not cited and was
released at the scene.

Former DEM Councilman Chides
Garwood GOP Councilpersons

Mathieu Republicans are trying
to turn Garwood Council meet-
ings into a magic show with two
acts. The first act is advancing
the thought that their “compro-
mise” on their trumped up health
care issue is the proper way to
proceed. The second is the fan-
tasy that compromise is pos-
sible. Garwood residents should
not be fooled. Neither illusion is
reality. And they should not be.

Our borough administrator ad-
vised Garwood residents that
current state law simply does not
allow for their desired action –
stripping a sitting councilman of
his health care benefits – to pro-
ceed. Our borough attorney has
researched this matter and in a
1/25/16 letter stated, “I am un-
able to state that the borough
may eliminate such benefits.”
Furthermore, he wrote, “contin-
ued coverage is required.” The
previous borough attorney, who
was appointed by a Republican
mayor, also gave the same legal
opinion.

Councilman Petruzzelli is the
only one empowered by state
law who can alter receipt of his
health benefits, as it is a “per-
sonal” choice. Republican Coun-
cil Candidate Tina Simitz pointed
this out at the October 22, 2014
“The Pointe” debate. Councilman
Petruzzelli said at the last council
meeting that he “will not be bul-
lied into” anything on this sub-
ject. Council members cannot
force a decision to make him
waive his rights or pay more than
the law allows.

Whether or not any of us be-
lieve that elected officials should

receive municipal health benefits,
I believe – after reviewing state
law and two attorney opinions –
that removing health benefits
from a sitting council member is
illegal and opens up the borough
to another Republican led – and
taxpayer funded – lawsuit which
the boro simply cannot win. Vot-
ing against the legal advice of
attorneys who are hired to work
for Garwood citizens sets a ter-
rible precedent for a governing
body. One that our insurance
company has already advised
they will NOT support.

I believe that council needs to
move and focus on the real is-
sues confronting us. Council
members should be working hard
to make the sure the budget is
tight, that the savings from last
year’s shared-services decision
appear in the 2016 budget, (and
not in attorney fees) that ser-
vices remain high, and that our
infrastructure is maintained. At
the February 9  council meeting,
Councilwoman Todisco floated
the idea of undertaking South
Avenue curb work as there is
little to no curb left in many
areas, and Union County simply
does not do curb work along their
roads, thereby making the boro
responsible. She supported the
borough engineer’s recommen-
dation to apply for milling and
paving Center Street, as it has
not been improved in 35 years.
Council members Mathieu,
Cuccaro, and Sarno sat quiet on
the issue of road improvements.
Where is their focus? And why is
it always so personal? Are they
working for Garwood residents
or the Garwood Republican Party
campaign platform?

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

GOP Councilman Mathieu Attacked in
DEM Prelude to Garwood Re-election
Garwood residents have found

it curious to see Councilman Jim
Mathieu stating that he was,
“proud to be a puppet of such
great Councilpersons as Ileen and
Joe,” on the February 18th
Garwood Republican Facebook
page. After more than five years
on the council, Councilman
Mathieu owns the notion of being
a puppet. It is rather interesting
that the chairman of the Repub-
lican Party needs to play follow
the leader, “following” two new,
newly elected council people. This
begs the question - What is Jim
Mathieu’s individual value as an
elected official? What has he done
for the citizens of Garwood in the
past half a decade?

Anyone who has attended a coun-
cil meeting since 2011 or watched
one on YouTube can see that Mr.
Mathieu does not work well with
others and has brought more nega-
tive attention to Garwood than
positive. He was personally named
in a lawsuit by a borough em-
ployee, which cost the taxpayers
$34,000. UNICO stormed a meet-
ing last year in response to his
distasteful letter to the editor,
which offended that Italian-Ameri-
can organization and others.

When getting in a heated ex-
change from the dais with one of
Garwood’s long-time senior citi-
zen volunteers, who spoke during
public comment, Mr. Mathieu dis-
respectfully proclaimed in 2015

that it was “his job to argue.” His
misinterpretation of the role of an
elected official is clear by his ac-
tions. Elected officials should de-
bate respectfully and work to-
gether for the overall betterment
of the borough and its citizens. Is
it really necessary to re-elect this
official to continue promoting dis-
cord for the sake of controversy?

What has Mr. Mathieu done to
better the Garwood community
in the past five-plus years? He
proudly voted no to every budget
that funds all the services resi-
dents have come to expect and
deserve. He said during his 2013
campaign that he would not vote
for a budget until Garwood did a
better job at shared services. As
reported in the October 25, 2013
Clark-Garwood Patch, he cam-
paigned that, “the borough should
investigate any other opportu-
nity for sharing including trash
pickup, the DPW, courts and dis-
patching.” This shows Mr.
Mathieu’s willingness to merge
the entire Garwood DPW in 2013.
Yet his unbridled audacity to have
a “sudden change of heart” last
year when it came to sharing one
administrative position and shar-
ing equipment at a significant
savings, which will be seen in this
year’s budget. Who is the real Mr.
Mathieu? When will his positions
flip flop again? When will he lead?
Perhaps it will depend on the
positions of the two newest
councilmembers who are appar-
ently his puppeteers. Does any-
one see Jim Mathieu’s inherent
contradictions? Garwood resi-
dents should look very closely at
Mr. Mathieu’s voting record, his
behavior at public meetings, and
his public statements before con-
sidering him for a third term.
Political stunts for the sake of
attracting negative attention isn’t
leadership and does not serve the
public interest of Garwood.

Paul Nieves
Garwood

LocalLetters to the Editor

are better than ever,” Ms.
Avallone said.

“I have been in constant con-
tact with the state… We have a
great relationship with mosquito
control,” she said. “Mosquito-
borne disease is serious.”

“Zika virus disease (Zika) is a
disease caused by Zika virus that
is spread to people primarily
through the bite of an infected
Aedes species mosquito. The
most common symptoms of Zika
are fever, rash, joint pain and
conjunctivitis (red eyes),” ac-
cording to cdc.gov. It has been
linked to a serious birth defect of
the brain in babies or unborn
fetuses of pregnant women be-
cause the virus is transferred
from mother to child.

Cranford Food Service
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CRANFORD – The Celebration
Singers of Cranford Youth Choirs
proudly a Magical Showcase, fea-
turing songs from The Little Mer-
maid, Mary Poppins, Frozen, and
more.

Under the direction of the
ensemble’s new Youth Choirs
Conductor, Sarah Michal, a Magi-
cal Showcase is set for Saturday,

March 19, at 7 p.m., at the Jardine
Academy, 75 Rod Smith Place,
Cranford.

Tickets range from Adults $10,
Seniors $8, and Children $6, and
may be purchased by visiting
www.celebration-singers.org.

For further information e-mail:
celebrationsingersnewjersey@gmail.com,
or call (908) 522-4656.

ALL STATE SINGERS...Pria McNeil and Laura Salway, both sophomores at
Cranford High School, performed in the NJ All-State Treble Chorus on Febru-
ary 20 at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center in Newark. This school year,
at total of nine Cranford High School students were selected for and participated
in the NJ All-State Choruses.  The students were sponsored by Anthony
Rafaniello, Director of Choirs at Cranford High School.

Cranford Rotary Club Seeks
Scholarship Applicants

CRANFORD — Cranford stu-
dents heading to college or voca-
tional school next fall can now
apply for a Rotary Club of Cranford
Scholarship. Any student who is
a resident of Cranford and who
will graduate from Cranford High
School or any other area high
school in 2016 is eligible for one
of the five scholarships. Awards
are based on the student’s record
of volunteer service and commu-
nity involvement, regardless of
financial need.

“We always have a great group
of students applying, and it’s dif-
ficult to determine the best of the
best based on diversity, quality,
and commitment to community
service,” said Steve Lieberman,
a Cranford Rotarian who chairs
the Scholarship Committee.

Details on the scholarships are
available at the Guidance Office
at local high schools, by writing

to: Rotary Club of Cranford Schol-
arships, P.O. Box 384, Cranford,
N.J. 07016, or by e-mailing
loseskeys@aol.com. The dead-
line for submitting applications is
Friday, April 1, 2016.

Rotary is a worldwide organi-
zation of more than 1.2 million
business, professional and com-
munity leaders. Members, known
as Rotarians, provide humani-
tarian service, encourage high
ethical standards in all vocations,
and help build goodwill and peace
in the world.

The Rotary Club of Cranford
was established in 1923 and pro-
vides diverse programs that sup-
port education and other com-
munity services. The scholarships
are underwritten by the Cranford
Rotary Scholarship Foundation,
with funds collected from the
annual Cranford Rotary Golf tour-
nament.

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford, is continu-
ing its collection of items for the
Seamen’s Church Institute at Port
Newark through this Sunday,
March 6.

The church is seeking dona-
tions of trial-size shampoo, two-
to four-ounce bottles of hand
lotion, lip balm, soft packs of
facial tissue, packs of chewing
gum, microwave popcorn, and
the fronts of old Christmas cards.

“These items will be given to
the merchant mariners who
spend months at sea at a time
aboard cargo freighters deliver-
ing cargo around the world,” said
Marion Nechuta, Trinity Outreach

chairperson. Further information
is available by calling the church
at (908) 276-4047.

Items may be dropped off at
the church office today, Thurs-
day, March 3, between 9 a.m.
and 2 p.m. It is located in
Witherington Hall behind the
church. For more information
about the Seamen’s Church In-
stitute, visit seamenschurch.org/
or call (973) 589-5828.

The Trinity Episcopal Church is
a family church that has been
serving Cranford area families
since 1872. Sunday services are
at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. For more
information about Trinity Church,
call (908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/.

Rosary Altar Society
To Meet Next Week

GARWOOD — St. Anne’s Ro-
sary Altar Society of Garwood
will hold its next regular monthly
meeting on Thursday, March 10,
at 7 p.m., in the Knights of Co-
lumbus Hall, located at 37 South
Avenue, Garwood. Attendees are
asked to park behind the hall on
Willow Avenue.

President Autumn Welsh will
welcome all members and call
for committee reports. The pro-
gram for the evening will be a St.
Patrick’s Day celebration with
Irish dancers performing. Re-
freshments will be served. All the
women of the parish are wel-
come to attend.

The next Rosary Sunday is
March 6, with recitation of the
Rosary at 7:30 a.m., followed by
Mass at 8 a.m.

Cranford Students
Holding Food Drive

CRANFORD — The Cranford High
School InterAct Club and the
EarlyAct Clubs of Orange Avenue
and Hillside Avenue Schools cur-
rently are holding a canned food
drive, through Thursday, March
24, to collect donations for the
New Jersey FoodBank in Hillside.
Donations will be delivered when
the Cranford Rotary visits the food
bank on Saturday, March 26.

There are three collection box
locations. One is in the lobby at
Cranford High School, and there
is one each in the lobby of the
Orange Avenue and Hillside Av-
enue Middle Schools, respectively.
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