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Incumbent Jacques Chirac was recently
elected president of France by the widest
margin of victory in French history. Yet
Chirac must credit the initially indifferent
French people who enabled rightist Jean-
Marie Le Pen to garner the second most
votes in the primary and thus enter the
second round of elections.

Many of the French voters donned nose
pins at the voting booths to demonstrate
their displeasure in having to choose Chirac.
Perhaps the French people should change
their focus and reflect upon their abhorrent
voter turnout. In the first round of elections,
28 percent of the electorate was on vaca-
tion or decided to stay home, expecting
Chirac and socialist Lionel Jospin to easily
move into the second round. Yet such slug-
gishness, coupled with a large pool of
candidates, enabled Le Pen to edge Jospin
for second place. The issue here is not
simply that Le Pen is an abhorrent man who
has spoken admiringly of Adolph Hitler’s
SS. There will unfortunately always be
intolerant individuals such as Le Pen look-
ing to wreak havoc on the “inferior” classes.
The true disgrace is that this time the
extremist garnered 17 percent of the popu-
lar vote in the preliminary round and 18
percent in the national elections. Even Pat
Buchanan, a radical isolationist who does
not openly espouse white supremacy, typi-
cally receives well under five percent of the
popular vote in the United States.

Of course, should it even come as a
surprise that the intolerant French were
able to rally behind a fascist who once
remarked that the Holocaust was a mere
“detail” of history? From Dreyfuss to mata-
dor tactics in World War II, the French
people have repeatedly displayed their anti-
Semitism and virtual jingoism. In recent
months of turmoil in the Middle East, the
French people have not simply leaned their
support towards the Palestinians but have
even burned down synagogues.

It would be unfair to blame the entire
French nation. While initially apathetic
and lethargic, they did rise to the occasion,
rallying against Le Pen en masse. On May
Day, over a million Frenchmen protested
against the radical rightist’s presidential
candidacy.

However, it is still nearly impossible to
refrain from questioning a nation in which
nearly 1/5 of its citizens support radical
skinheads. Skinheads who pushed Moroc-
can Brahim Bouarram off a bridge at a
political rally on May 1, 1995 openly sup-
port Le Pen’s National Front party. The
socialists and conservatives may have
proved their loyalty to democracy this time
around, yet it is still unsettling that a man
who has been likened to David Duke could
garner such mammoth support.

A shadow has been cast upon the French
people and it is their duty to prove them-
selves in the upcoming legislative elec-
tions. Perhaps less R & R and more interest
will prevent any future contests between
the Reich and the Republic.
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On May 15, the incumbent Sharpe James
defeated Councilman Cory Booker in the
race to become Mayor of Newark. James
now faces an unprecedented fifth term in
office. With hardly any political threats to
his tenure, James has effectively become
the epitome of
what goes
wrong when
politicians be-
come too
comfortable
and powerful
in their of-
fices.

One needs
to look no fur-
ther than the
campaign tac-
tics used by
James against
Booker in this
past election
to see the type
of mindset
that is gener-
ated. During
the course of
the campaign, Booker says that James ac-
cused him of being involved in a Jewish
conspiracy to take over Newark, accused
him of taking money from the Ku Klux
Klan, and referred to him as a “faggot white
boy.” For the record, Booker has never been
linked to any sort of Zionist plot and is in
fact a heterosexual African-American.

Booker represented a new process of
thought that could have potentially brought
a new system of governing to the city of
Newark. Despite coming from a wealthy
background and having completed an Ivy
League education, he chose to relate to his
constituents by spending time at housing
projects and living out of an RV trailer for
six months. While Newark has undergone a
great rejuvenation since James took office
16 years ago, with such social advance-
ments such as the opening of the Perform-
ing Arts Center and the Newark Bears’
Riverfront Stadium, quality of life issues in
the city are often poor regardless.
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The history of the Palestinian and Israeli
peoples is one marked by bloodshed and
hatred. Since 1948 Palestine and Israel
have been fighting over land in Jerusalem,
the West Bank, and the Gaza Strip, land
that is considered holy by both the Islamic
and Jewish faiths. There have been four
official wars for the land, all of which have
ended with large land gains for the Israelis.
The majority of fighting has been a war of
stalemates and reactions, with terrorism as
its main means of fighting. Numerous peace
summits, peace accords, and peace treaties
have been signed, then broken. Long last-
ing peace in the Middle East will not occur
until Palestine is made and recognized as
an independent nation, by the entire world.

As it stands now, Palestine is made up
of several clusters of land, populated by
ethnic Palestinians, and occupied by Is-
rael. Yassir Arafat and the Palestinian
Liberation Organization (PLO) are the
only representation the Palestinians have
in world politics. As history has shown,
Arafat cannot control his own political
group, let alone an opposing Palestinian
group.

All treaties and accords have been made
between Arafat, the PLO and Israel; all
other Palestinian groups have been left out.
Many of these groups are terrorists who
should be negotiating directly with Israel,
and not through an umbrella group whom
they do not agree with. It is also impossible
for Palestine to control the terrorists with
their Security Council, which is intention-
ally kept weak and minuscule so it cannot
oppose Israel.

By consolidating all of the Palestinian
people under a freely elected, representa-
tive government, a treaty could be forged
and adhered to by all of Palestine. Sec-
ondly, Palestine will be able to make offi-
cial laws, which could outlaw terrorism,
and expel the terrorists who currently live
in Palestine. Also, Palestine would be able
to create an official police force to control
their domestic problems, like the rest of the
world has.

The Palestinian people will greatly ben-
efit from Palestine becoming an indepen-
dent nation. Palestine would be able to
form its own economy and establish indus-
tries which are crucial for the survival of
people, such as medical care and food
processing. The Palestinian people would
not have to suffer under an oppressive
occupying regime, which strips them of
their basic human rights and kills them
without a trial or hearing.

The city of Jerusalem should be made
into an independent city, with its own freely
elected government and laws, but both
Israelis and Palestinians should be guaran-
teed free and safe passage in to and out of
Jerusalem.

It is clear that under the current circum-
stances peace is impossible. By taking away
all things that could cause war, and by
giving each side equal opportunity at the
peace table, peace is inevitable.

BY DAVE HEWITBY DAVE HEWITBY DAVE HEWITBY DAVE HEWITBY DAVE HEWIT

PPPPPalestinealestinealestinealestinealestine
Should BeShould BeShould BeShould BeShould Be
Made anMade anMade anMade anMade an

IndependentIndependentIndependentIndependentIndependent
NaNaNaNaNation ftion ftion ftion ftion fororororor
EvEvEvEvEverererererlastinglastinglastinglastinglasting

PPPPPeace to Occureace to Occureace to Occureace to Occureace to Occur

James’ campaign tactics illustrate his
current mentality as mayor. He did not
propose any clear agenda stating what he
hopes to accomplish in his next term or why
his policies would be better than Booker’s,
but instead resorted to petty and childish
name calling. Perhaps the strongest point

that Booker
made applied
not only to
James but to
career politi-
cians in gen-
eral; that if
there were any
changes he
wanted to
make, they
could and
should have
been done in
his first four
terms.

The prob-
lem that is in-
herent in this
election is in-
dicative of
c a n d i d a t e s

such as James across the country. A system
is in place that allows for incumbents to be
ridiculously favored and be reelected until
they choose to stop running or pursue higher
office. The answer comes not through in-
creased legislation or other worthless at-
tempts put forth by the same people who
would be hurt most by such a law, but
through vigilance on behalf of the citizen.
The matter of incumbent politicians who
have made public office a way of life is a
serious one that has no simple fixes. And
though it is a message that has become trite
and overstated in this age of apathetic
citizens, the only way to fight against these
people is to have an educated, voting public
who works for its own interests. Incum-
bents are elected because only a select
group of people vote consistently, rather
than a diverse population voting for who
they believe would best serve their inter-
ests. As the saying goes, the price of free-
dom is eternal vigilance.

The Westfield Leader
HARD AT WORK...Westfield Leader Publisher Horace Corbin assists Westfield High School
seniors and Compass Editors-In-Chief Sasha Bartolf and Rob Freundlich with proofreading
op-ed pieces and preparing layout. The Westfield Leader staff assisted The Compass with
virtually all aspects of production. See letter from the editors on page 4.
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It is 92 degrees. I am in a room with locked
windows and no fan. However, there is a
radio that plays KTU commercials. Around
me is dangerous, heavy machinery that I am
supposed to use to obtain my target heart
rate. Now, as a typical second semester
senior, I try to avoid wiping more sweat off
of my brow and complacently sit on my bike
trying to look like I’m having difficulty
programming the settings. However, a
thought occurs to me: isn’t there an easier,
more efficient way of exercising—or in my
case, pretending to—than Fitness 2?

While allowing a student population to use
a free-weight gym isn’t a bad thing, the lack
of options prevalent in the physical education’s
repertoire is not suited for the 21st century
student. While I am not one to doubt the
usefulness of physical education, I am seri-
ously concerned about what activities are
appropriate for our student body. During a
time period where the strain of going to
school is at an all-time high, the phys-ed
department should gear their activities to-
wards relieving stress rather than inducing it.

However, I do not want to critique the
plethora of problems such as: no air-condi-
tioning, no ventilation in locker rooms, and
dirty equipment and conditions, etc. In-
stead I think it is best to give a history of the
gym department in relation to its budget
and other resources—something the stu-
dent population does not often think of
when harshly condemning gym classes.

While any department in this school can
argue that they need more money and a larger
budget, not every department is taken by the
entire student body all four years. Compared
to other states, our attendance policy for gym
is unbelievably high; however, this has noth-
ing to do with WHS gym teachers and their
desires. This is strictly a state mandate. The
Phys-Ed Department also does not determine
the amount of money allocated for decent
equipment. While Ms. McFadden, the Physi-
cal Education Department Chair, greatly pe-
titions both the Board of Education and
Westfield Education Fund for money, little is
received. In addition, it takes two years to
rewrite the curriculum meaning that if the
student body is interested in creating change,
they must push through the bureaucracy.

The first major problem with the phys-ed
department is a lack of teachers. Forty
students per teacher is excessive and ham-
per their ability to maintain interest. It is
simply not realistic; more staff is needed to
give students more opportunities. Starting
with something fresh like yoga can be
extremely difficult because it involves close
individual instruction to ensure that the
activity is being done properly.

Yet despite these reasons, there are some

BY SASHA BARTOLF

Kickin’ It to the Gym:
The Truth About Gym Class

students who argue that standing in the
outfield or shooting arrows does nothing to
make them more physically fit, or to relieve
anxiety. That is why I am proposing some new
programs that the Phys Ed department should
implement to fit the needs of the student body.

First: Yoga. Many students are already
spending ten dollars per session to partake in
local yoga classes. Health teacher Ms.
Kolesar already encourages her students to
try it both as a physical and emotional work-
out when she gives a period-long introduc-
tion to yoga positions and techniques. We
already have the mats and a CD player for
soothing music. All we need is a certified
instructor and we would have a popular,
useful class. According to the Physical Edu-
cation Department, this is under serious
examination; however, they repeatedly in-
formed me that nothing will be done without
student interest so speak up!

Another class, which I think would be
particularly popular, if we had working
windows or air conditioning is Tai Bo/Kick
Boxing. A favorite with Hollywood stars
such as Pamela Anderson, this choreo-
graphed aerobics class typically comprises
various martial art and self defense moves
resulting in a calorie burning workout. The
class is usually broken into two phases - the
first working on fitness (shadow kickboxing
and sparring) and the second focusing on
flexibility and tone (combinations of kicks,
punches, and turns). Many students already
do this in the privacy of their living room—
why not bring it to the classroom? If a
teacher is unwilling to teach the class, a
videotape would suffice. However, during
the aerobic faze of the late ‘80s and early
‘90s this class was particularly unpopular.
Students were extremely against having to
work out in front of their peers, mostly for
self-conscious reasons, and the gym teach-
ers are now very hesitant to re-establish a
program like this for the upper classes.
Project Adventure does have an aerobic
unit, but this is not sufficient.

Another activity that the gym teachers
are not opposed to doing is a second level
of Project Adventure. Some of the equip-
ment, such as the climbing wall, is already
available—just not properly installed, and
offering this as an alternative activity is
also something that would increase both
student interest in phys ed. However, this
too requires additional spending and the
budget is already, in the words of one gym
instructor, “bare bones.”

In conclusion, while I sympathize with
the embarrassment and aggravation many
students encounter during gym, with gen-
eral support from the student body changers
can be made. Hence, my advice to you is the
same as the gym teachers, “Get going!”

Man is a social animal. Religion and law
are the structure of our lives; they ensure
the stability of society. Science inherently
challenges the metaphysical world of reli-
gion through its search to explain the physi-
cal world, resulting in perennial conflict
between science and religion. Science also
challenges law by inventing new concepts
undefined by existing law. History is re-
plete with examples of these conflicts. The
conflict between the Catholic Church and
Galileo was so intense that Galileo re-
canted what he proved to be scientific fact
in order to save his life. In Tennessee,
conflict between public education and
Darwin’s Theory of Evolution reached such
heights that a school teacher was convicted
of a crime for teaching scientific theories.
As we enter the twenty-first century, bio-
technology presents us with the greatest
conflict between science and the social
institutions of religion and law.

Society has faced an intense conflict
between science and our social institu-
tions. Almost every American political cam-
paign in recent history has focused on the
conflict that abortion and artificial insemi-
nation create between science and both
religion and law. The conflict has been so
intense that it has become a litmus test in
the appointment of justices to the United
States Supreme Court. Advancements in
biotechnology inflame this conflict. These
advancements have made it possible for
man to do what was previously in the sole
domain of God. In November of this year,
man created human life by cloning. Man
will be able to genetically engineer human
life that possesses whatever characteristics
man, as creator, may desire. Man will be
able to create a society comprised of hu-
man beings that mirrors what Aldous Huxley
called A Brave New World. In essence,
advances in biotechnology are challenging
the core belief of religion - Man has re-
placed God as the Creator.

Law, like religion, is challenged by sci-
ence. When science presented society with
the capacity for biological warfare, the
legal system was required to respond. The
required response was limited in scope.
Essentially the response declared the sci-
entific invention illegal. Science now pre-
sents society with the new challenge of
biotechnology. By comparison, the required
response is so vast that it presently cannot
be defined. Outlawing cloning and genetic
engineering clearly is an unacceptable le-
gal approach. The potential benefits of this

new science are so valuable that we must
embrace it. The challenge we face is how to
adopt this new science within the constraints
of our legal system. We only now are
beginning to uncover some of the issues
that must be addressed in order to meet this
challenge. If a human is created by cloning,
who, if anybody, owns it? If anybody owns
it, must our Supreme Court revisit its
infamous Dred Scott decision? Will the
killing of an undeveloped clone or mutant
clone be murder? Will doctors have ethical
obligations to save the life of every human
clone - even if the clone was created for the
sole purpose of scientific research? The
questions are endless.

Biotechnology is the latest challenge
that scientific advancement has placed at
the doorstep of society. We must meet this
challenge by integrating this new science
with existing establishments of law and
religion.

BY CHIP BENISCH

It’s a raging controversy that has left
scientists and religious groups furious. It
has been clinically proven to save lives and
to offer infertile couples a chance to become
pregnant. So why is it such a hot topic of
debate? Why can’t cloning be accepted and
not looked at with such fear?

The cloning of lambs in Britain in ‘98
brought about mass hysteria here in the
United States. This was the first time that
there was a successful cloning of a living
mammal. Within a few hours after the
unveiling of this scientific phenomenon,
citizens began to wonder if technological
advancements would one day allow them
to clone themselves. Soon afterwards, a
war of ethics broke out.

Scientists entered the battle with three
significant defense mechanisms: the power
to heal, the power to comfort and the power
to survive. Cloning would enable scientists
to detect and heal cell-born dysfunction
such as cystic fibrosis in a young embryo. It
would enable them to comfort soon-to-be
parents with the news that the embryo has no
genetic defects. It would also give doctors
new hope in performing life saving treat-
ments as bone marrow transplants, since a
clone increases the chances of a match from
25 percent to nearly 100 percent.

However, the opposing side has just as
many weapons. Religious authorities and
clergymen argue that we have not been
given the right to play God, even though in
some ways, we have the technological
power. We have not been given the right to
choose which babies or, in this case, em-

bryos should survive and which should not.
We have not been given the right to ma-
nipulate genes in an attempt to prevent
the onset of genetic disorders. Thus, the
question we must ask ourselves is whether
or not we have the right to use cloning to
save the lives of others.

Still, many feel uneasy at the idea of
having a carbon copy running around. The
truth of the situation is, cloning would not
produce a clone who looks, acts and speaks
the same as its DNA donor. In fact, accord-
ing to many theologians, a human clone
and its DNA donor would be two distinct
and separate people. Each would have his

or her own mind, body and soul. Another
argument that religious advisors have of-
fered is the possibility that if a couple finds
out that their embryo has a genetic disorder,
they would have the option to abort. This
would then significantly increase the num-
ber of abortions in this country per year.

This controversy will not resolve itself.
We have to take a stand and speak out for
what we believe, whether or not human
cloning is morally and ethically just.
Although we may not have been given the
right to play God, technology has certainly
given us the power and it is up to us to use
that power to conquer sickness and disease.

Two Students Sound Off
On Biotechnology

BY JOHN CHIESA

Photo By Rob Freundlich
QUANTITY VS. QUALITY...Downtown Westfield is teeming with new, expensive restau-
rants, none of which cater to teenagers with limited bank accounts. When the sun goes down,
the trendiest meals around are found on Elm Street.
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“What’s with all these gay posters any-
way—who even cares about those fag-
gots?” – recorded April 9th, outside Cafete-
ria B.  When walking down the hall, over-
hearing remarks like these are sadly com-
monplace. As a second-semester senior I
hope to escape the closed minded Westfield
community and find a more tolerant soci-
ety. We are one of the few New Jersey high
schools with an active: Gay-Straight Alli-
ance, African American Awareness Club,
Asian Awareness Studies, Diversity Club,
Christian Awareness Club, Hispanic Cul-
ture Club, International Club, and Women
Studies Club. Thus, there is a very con-
scious effort to make our school a more
accepting place. Therefore, it is not a lack
of diversity that our student body fails to
possess, but an absence of respect and
acceptance.

We lack tolerance and open-mindedness
at WHS. The claims that Abercrombie and
Fitch clothe half our student body are not
completely unfounded, but this argument
is flawed by the classic “book by the cover”
scenario. While half of us may dress the
same, the bigots found within our student
body take every shape and form.

Colleges only encourage us to categorize
ourselves and our peers. “Find your spe-
cialty, your niche,” college counselors ad-
vise us—yet the danger lies precisely in
this type of thinking. When people become
too comfortable with their classification,
animosity towards competing groups arise;
what follows is hatred for the “different.”
Westfield’s problem is not its lack of diver-
sity, but its lack of respect. Bigoted criti-
cism stems from ignorance, as well as the
insecurity of others. However, here at
Westfield a great effort is made to educate
students who are predisposed to this preju-
dice, rather than preventing students from
later forming these ideas. Many WHS stu-
dents are unaware of their bigotry.. Occa-
sionally, students are reprimanded for non-
politically correct remarks but on the whole,
these comments are ignored, continuing
the pattern of disrespect. The students to be
most worried about are those who do not
necessarily classify themselves as preju-
diced, yet feel comfortable making dis-
criminatory jokes. Thus, one must ask what
all these clubs and organizations are really
doing to increase awareness and under-
standing.  Are they attacking the main-
stream WHS student or the right-wing ex-
tremist? It is evident that bigotry still re-
mains in our high-school therefore more
relentless tactics should be implemented.

Attacking Norms And
WHS Mainstream

BY SASHA BARTOLF Possibly coordinating some of these groups
into a school-wide effort to recognize and
respect them all would be beneficial.

After surveying cafeteria tables full of
sophomores and freshman, I was most im-
pressed with their desire to create a school
comprised of tolerant and respectful stu-
dents. It was clear that in every social group
there was at least one person who felt that
Westfield was terribly prejudiced in some
aspect. It gives me great hope to see that so
many underclassmen are concerned with
this problem and that the future of WHS
can be radically altered from the concerned
few to the concerned many.

With the recent death of Ruth Handler,
cofounder of Mattel Inc. and inventor of
the renowned Barbie Doll, the question
arises as to what role Barbie and her
world has played in the development of
young girls. Since her appearance in 1959,
Barbie has had numerous careers, an abun-
dance of outfits, houses, and family mem-
bers, and more pairs of little plastic shoes
then she could ever wear in Malibu, while
still maintaining an 18-inch waistline. Is
Barbie really a motivated young woman
intended to boost girls self esteem? Or a
scantily clad female who looks more
hyped up by collagen and Botox then the
beach? Barbie’s descent from the girl
next door to the anorexic plastic smile
has lowered the image in young girls’
mind of what they should be and encour-
aged the marketing of blonde superficial
women.

Barbie was “born” in 1959, when Han-
dler saw that her daughter enjoyed playing
with adult dolls much more than the dull
baby dolls popular at the time. After an
inspiring trip to Europe, Handler designed
Barbie, named after her daughter. The doll
was modeled after the German “Lilli” doll.
What Handler would not inform consum-
ers was that “Lilli” was based on a cartoon
prostitute, and sold faster in bars then in toy
stores. Therefore, Barbie had a corrupt air
about her before she donned the first mini
skirt.

Barbie was originally marketed as repre-

senting teenage perkiness, which she must
have done quite successfully in her origi-
nal wedding gown, ballerina tutu, and
casual clothes for football games. Girls of
the ‘60s now had a role model, and began
to count the days until they would wake up
sporting Barbie’s chest. And with the in-
troduction of “Ken” in the late 1960s,
girls were encouraged to seek a man with
a perfect smile, and, of course, a kickin’
Camaro.

Barbie first began to attract negative
attention with the introduction of the
“Dream House” which many said re-
sembled too closely Playboy’s infamous
Penthouse. But why would the innocent
girl next door (whose heels had gotten
noticeably taller as her skirts got rela-
tively shorter) be living in a penthouse?

In the mid-60s, Barbie got a makeover.
She now had shinier hair, longer legs, and
a voice. Talking Barbie came onto the
market, claiming “Math class is tough,”
and, “Let’s go to a party tonight.” Now the
girls playing with the in-demand doll saw
that it was OK to be an airhead, as long as
you’re beautiful.

Eventually, even those who weren’t
naturally blessed with platinum sun-kissed
hair could relate to a Barbie. Mattel intro-
duced brunette “Midge” and black

Barbie: Self-Esteem Booster or Corrupt Bimbo?
A WHS Student Traces Her Origins

BY  ELIZABETH KEATING

DIG IT MAN...It’s springtime, and Westfield High School students are enjoying their
beautiful courtyard. Construction should end someday, but for now, students get to
enjoy staring at dirt.

The Graduated License Program
Is a Blunder: Don’t Drive, Period.

“Francie” shortly followed by little sister
“Skipper,” who, all with Barbie’s propor-
tions, showed that one did not have to be
blonde to have fun, just overly smiley and
wearing a belly shirt. This was reinforced by
the introduction of international Barbies,
with different skin tones and costumes. Even
“Becky”, Barbie’s disabled friend, rode
around in a wheelchair had a perfect body.
Unfortunately for “Becky”, the “Dream
House” was not handicap accessible. Dis-
abled girls still felt left out of Barbie’s
bubble-gum world.

The demands of the work world made
Barbie appear as a doctor, teacher, actress,
and even astronaut, illustrating that maybe
math class wasn’t so tough, and proving that
even on the job, Barbie’s plastic perfection
cannot be disoriented.

Today, one can be considered successful
if they have a Barbie doll in his or her
image. However, attempts to create a size
10 Barbie have failed, and “Olympic Gym-
nast” Barbie still sells much faster then the
real life proportioned “Rosie O’Donnell”
Barbie and the competing “Emme” doll,
who is proudly overweight. Until Barbie
moves out of California and begins to fill
out, the most successful selling doll still
sends a superficial and corrupt message to
young girls.

Photo   by  Trevor Putnoky

The New Jersey State Legislature offi-
cially undermined two of the most posi-
tive programs ever created when it de-
cided to enact legislation creating an in-
terim license at the age of 17, followed by
a full license at the age of 18. Thousands
of teenagers, mostly high school seniors
and juniors, are prevented from partici-
pating in the designated driver and carpool
programs, both of which have demon-
strated tremendous success in New Jer-
sey.

High school juniors and seniors often
consume alcoholic beverages and legis-
lation cannot change this fact. However,
it is the responsibility of the State Legis-
lature to ensure the well-being of its
constituents. By preventing high school
seniors and juniors from carrying more
than one passenger, you remove their
ability to make use of the designated
driver program. As a result, a growing
number of seniors and juniors feel torn
between two options: violate the one
passenger rule, or drive drunk. While
both options are illegal, the first should
obviously be encouraged by the State
Legislature. In addition, most parties,
get-togethers, and even movies do not
end until after midnight. The State Leg-
islature seeks to artificially set curfews
for 17 year olds that are not consistent
with their lifestyle. As a result, many 17
year olds feel compelled to violate the
curfew restrictions on their licenses.Here
at Westfield High School, we have a
large parking problem. There simply
aren’t enough spaces for the student body.
Carpooling could solve this problem in

upcoming years-except it’s illegal. As a
result, more students must drive to school,
exacerbating an already impossible situa-
tion.

The loss of the ability to carpool effects
not only our high school community, but the
world as a whole. Today’s eco-conscious
youth are well aware of the dangers of auto
pollution. The carpool program is a crucial
step towards lessening pollution, safeguard-
ing the ecological well-being of the earth for
future generations. By forcing teenagers to
take more cars when they go out at night, the
State Legislature is harming our environ-
ment. In a state known for its high pollution
levels, measures should be taken to encour-
age carpooling.

The restrictions placed upon teenage driv-
ing by the State Legislature are both irratio-
nal and irresponsible. I have yet to hear a
clear and concise summary of the
Legislature’s rationale for enacting the driv-
ing age restrictions. Every excuse I have
heard focuses around the inexperience of
new, 17 year old drivers. Unfortunately, this
argument lacks validity. An inexperienced
driver is prone to errors be he or she 17 or 47.
By enacting this new legislation, the State
Legislature has created a system devoid of
any measure of common sense. Through
eliminating the option of the designated
driver or carpool programs for 17 year olds,
the State Legislature is destroying years of
progress instilled in teenagers through years
of programs such as DARE and economic
conservation. The contradictions contained
within the Legislature’s logic point to the
inevitable conclusion: the legislation creat-
ing an interim license at the age of 17 should
be repealed.

BY ROB FREUNDLICH
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Bush’s Plan to Increase
Aid for Disadvantaged
Schools Does Not Help

School funding is like the lottery. One
can put millions of dollars into their town’s
school system but not see a grade point’s
improvement, while other districts can be
the best in the state without large annual
budget increases. For instance, in 1998
Westfield spent $8225 per pupil and had
96% of the students pass the now-defunct
HSPT while Malcolm X Shabazz spent
$9762 and received a 9% pass rate for its
expenditures.

The latest effort to try to equalize school-
ing in America through handing out gobs of
money comes from the most unlikely mar-
riage in politics since James Carville mar-
ried Mary Matalin, Senator Edward
Kennedy and President George W. Bush.
Bush, looking for the bipartisanship that
eluded him outside of his empty rhetoric,
recently ran a multi-state victory tour with
the four major sponsors of the No Child
Left Behind Act. As the hype fades, it
seems evident that the bipartisan work
shows clearly as it is almost impossible to
love or hate this bill, but it’s clear that the
president’s signature on this law cannot
hope to single-handedly, as it were, save
the nation’s school system.

First, the good. This law allocates 27
percent more funding to schools across the
nation bringing the grand total of federal
funding under the 1965 Elementary & Sec-
ondary Education Act to $22.1 billion. The
US Department of Education estimates that
New Jersey will see an increase of $146
million in funding. The No Child Left

BY BRIAN J. LEVY
Behind Act also constantly and explicitly
states that its purpose is to help students
who are either disadvantaged socio-eco-
nomically, so this isn’t just the rich getting
richer. Finally, the act calls for nationwide
testing, on a state-by-state basis, for grades
3-8 to allow towns and states to be able to
measure their yearly progress.

This law also has a significant number of
flaws. The flaws of standardized testing are
a mantra: unfair to disadvantaged students,
teachers teach to the test, the test is only a
measure of testing skills, etc. The repercus-
sions of failure over the new tests dwarf
those of students dropping 50 points on the
SAT. The Secretary of Education is re-
quired to reduce federal aid 30% to states
that do not show reasonable improvement
on the tests and do not appear to be closing
the gap between advantaged and disadvan-
taged students. This law also provides that
students can flee a failing school or one
proven to be consistently dangerous, creat-
ing a school as refugee camp system that
will surely drown neighboring schools.

In the end, however, arguing about pos-
sible sanctions and a small clause that
might never be used is like arguing about
the color of paycheck. So far, the only
factor that the federal government can aid
local schools is the financial factor. The
only choice other than trying to improve
schools by throwing money at them is to
have students from failing schools leech off
of thriving schools. Until we can find a
panacea for schools, at least this new law
gives districts across the nation the chance
to buy more lottery tickets.

SO MUCH CRIME SO LITTLE TIME...A member of the Westfield Police Department takes
some time away from directing traffic to visit the local Victoria’s Secret. The Victoria’s
Secret store has been a source of controversy in recent months. The Express models featured
on Quimby Street were sporting equally risqué undergarments, but have yet to draw the same
public outcry.

Photo by Rob Freundlich

I have just returned from watching Star
Wars: Episode II (Movie viewing tip: al-
ways bring along someone who has already
seen the movie twice and a spastic fresh-
man; their insightful and witty comments
during the climatic moments of the film
only increase your enjoyment of film). In
the movie, Anakin whines about how he is
being held back. This characterization illu-
minates an important aspect of the mindset
of our student body that we are all willing
to see in everyone but ourselves. It appears
to me that far too many people in our school
seem to think that the world owes them a
debt and believe that they deserve what
they have not earned. It is my firm belief
that every person should be grateful for the
vast opportunities that exist in life.

A self-centered attitude creates a num-
ber of problems. Recently, while seated in
the cafeteria, I observed a group of guys
horsing around, which is perfectly accept-
able as long as this type of behavior is
appreciated by all members of the group.
However, when one of the guys took an
empty soda can and threw at another, it
bounced off of its target and struck a girl
sitting nearby. The crowd of boys laughed

On May 20, a fire drill was called imme-
diately following homeroom. Dozens of
students were in the cafeteria at the time,
since many homerooms are there due to the
demolition of the trailers. When the fire
drill was called, many students tried to exit
the school in what seemed like the most
logical way at the time, going out the doors
that face onto the parking lot, and proceed-
ing to walk down Rahway Avenue. How-
ever, upon trying to leave through these
doors, students were redirected to the set of
doors next to Cafeteria A, all the way down
the hall. Instead of leaving through the
nearest set of doors, students were herded
all the way past the cafeterias, and had to
squeeze through a small set of double doors,
which far too many students were trying to
get through. In all, it took nearly three
minutes to leave the school, another three
minutes of waiting outside, and nearly two
more to get back into the school.

Very simply, the time that it took to
conduct this fire drill, and the manner in
which it was performed, was shameful. The
new additions to the school are not only
noisy, but also create conditions that could
be disastrous in the event of a fire. During

Fire Drills at WHS Prove
Inefficient and Counterproductive

Instead of Preventing Disaster

BY JAMES BRIDGEMAN

at the incident, seeing nothing improper
with the fact that they had just hit a girl…an
honest apology would not be had from this
lot. And the girl, a testament to either her
self-control or lack of self-confidence,
stayed silent and turned a cold shoulder to
her aggressors. The boys then proceeded to
leave the cafeteria, the table they had been
sitting at a mess, fully confident that the
school’s hardworking janitorial staff would
sweep up after them as if they were their
servants. This type of selfish behavior should
not be tolerated within our school commu-
nity. It denotes a lack of respect for one
another and creates a barrier to progress.

Other acts of disrespect I notice are more
subtle. The pure act of not completing
school assignments on time is disrespect-
ful. Don’t think that this means that if you
miss an assignment once every three months
you are being disrespectful; your few trip-
ups can be forgiven. No, it is the habitually
underachieving student that I lament. Our
educators, despite what one may think, are
highly dedicated and hard working. They
force themselves into the harsh, judgmen-
tal spotlight of students with the hope that,
as they show us respect, we will do the
same in turn. This means that the status of
our assignments is a personal success or
failure for our teachers. By not completing

assignments, we are slapping the teacher in
their faces. By showing a consistent lack of
effort you essentially and unequivocally
insult the teaching professionals who dedi-
cate themselves to the noble profession of
education. This is not the message that
should be sent to both the institution of
education and to those who give of them-
selves to preform it.

I hope this is all sour grapes. I hope that
there are many more good souls than the
poor ones mentioned. (Although, I feel
like the biggest hypocrite for what I just
wrote; you’ll note I did nothing to berate
those boys in the cafeteria). I hope that it
is as Robert E. Lee wrote to Lt. Colonel
Charles Marshall, “My experiences of
men has neither disposed me to think
worse of them nor be indisposed to serve
them: nor, in spite of failures which I
lament, of errors which I now see and
acknowledge, or the present aspect of
affairs, do I despair of the future. The
truth is this: The march of Providence is
so slow and our desires so impatient; the
work of progress so immense and our
means of aiding it so feeble; the life of
humanity is so long, that of the individual
so brief, that we often see only the ebb of
the advancing wave and are thus discour-
aged. It is history that teaches us to hope.”

Photo by Rob Freundlich
AHH...Music Staff, we miss you. With rising prices and declining quality a major trend in
the music industry, chains such as Sam Goody are well-suited for success. With their
impersonality and limited selection, Sam Goody leaves something to desired for many of us.

the fire drill, several questions came up.
Why would students not be able to leave the
school in the set of doors that are closest to
them? Why would students be forced to go
through a set of doors that are not ad-
equately suited to handle such a large ca-
pacity? In case of a real fire, it would be
unsafe and idiotic to force students to march
all the way down a hallway and past the
cafeteria, which would most likely be the
source of a large fire at WHS.

Taking three minutes to evacuate the
school is shameful. It is important to note
that this is not the fault of the students, as
the flawed evacuation plan was criticized
in the previous paragraph. The students left
the school in an orderly and safe manner,
and yet it still took three minutes to move
1500 students 200 feet. It goes to show that
if there were ever a real fire, no one would
be prepared to handle the circumstances.

In total, the fire drill wasted eight minutes
that could have been better spent on studies.
Practicing an inefficient and illogical evacu-
ation plan is counterproductive, and detracts
from the learning experiences of students.
The administration should seriously con-
sider redesigning the fire evacuation plans.

Walk through the cafeteria any given day
and you will hear complaints, arguments,
and a multitude of spoken and unspoken
grievances. But when then period ends,
what becomes of these thoughts? Is the
administration even aware of these prob-
lems? The administration cannot be blamed
for their lack of understanding when there’s
no way for them to be informed. And at the
same time, students deserve the right to
make their viewpoints heard if they so
choose. After many long discussions with
administrators and fellow students, we are
introducing The Compass, WHS’s first in-
dependent newspaper specifically geared
for students who want to voice their per-
sonal, political, and social opinions. Be-
cause this paper is not regulated or funded
by the school, we hope that students will be
more open to expressing their opinions
than in an academic setting such as Hi’s
Eye. None of the articles here are a consen-
sus of any kind, they are strictly one student’s
feelings, and by giving each student an
opportunity—free of social and academic
pressure to conform—to speak we hope to
create more diversity within the Westfield
community. With that said, we hope you
enjoy The Compass and decide to continue
your support in years to come.

Sincerely,
Rob and Sasha

A Self-Centered Attitude Will Get You Nothing;
Appreciate How Good You Have It

The Compass: Why
We’re Here




