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Chambers’ Attorney Says Chief Retaliated After ‘Social Relationship’ Changed

PD Chief Tracy Says Officer
Lied During Internal Probe

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

 

WESTFIELD – The Town of
Westfield wrapped up its case last
week against Westfield Police Detec-
tive Sandra Chambers, who has been
suspended with pay for allegedly hav-
ing a parking ticket voided for her son
and trying to cover it up by lying.

Detective Chambers’ attorney has
charged that Police Chief Bernard
Tracy is trying to terminate the detec-
tive in retaliation after their social
relationship changed.

Chief Tracy testified that Detective

Chambers and Special Police Officer
Jonathan Pierce were both disciplined
for allegedly fixing a $20 ticket is-
sued to Detective Chambers’ son in
January for overtime parking.

The chief said Officer Pierce was
taken off ticket writing duties but is
still working normal hours. Officer
Pierce also faces a disciplinary hear-
ing, although no date has been set at
this time. The penalty he faces has also
not been determined, Chief Tracy said.

The chief said Detective Chambers
faces termination for lying in regard
to the internal departmental investi-
gation that was conducted by Lieu-
tenant David Wayman. Chief Tracy
did a preliminary investigation.

“I believe Officer Pierce and De-
tective Chambers had known that to-
gether they improperly voided a sum-
mons,” Chief Tracy testified. “I think
that’s what the evidence shows.”

When questioned as to why Detec-
tive Chambers faces termination, the
chief responded, “Dishonesty is the
real issue.”

“Jonathan (Pierce) told the truth
and Detective Chambers did not,”
during the ticket fix investigation,
said Chief Tracy.

Chief Tracy said his preliminary
investigation showed that Detective

Chambers’ charge that Detective Lisa
Perrotta had Officer Pierce void a sum-
mons for Jefferson School secretary
Jill Brown was not accurate. He deter-
mined that Ms. Brown was not a friend
of Detective Perrotta’s but a colleague
at Jefferson. Detective Perrotta teaches
the Stranger Danger and bicycle safety
programs at the school.

The chief stated that Detective
Perrotta told him she did not know
Ms. Brown’s last name or her home
address.

The chief said he questioned Detec-

tive Perrotta on the Brown ticket. He
said Captain John Morgan, the Direc-
tor of Parking Services, told him the
Brown meter was determined to be a
timing problem in that it would not
accept dimes. An outage report and
void slip were subsequently issued.

“She (Detective Perrotta) was up-
set that her integrity was being ques-
tioned,” Chief Tracy said. “She felt
the statement that Jill Brown was her
friend was inaccurate.”

The chief said Detective Chambers
and Officer Pierce were “both being
treated fairly.”

Chief Tracy said DVD tapes show
that no conversation, as stated by
Detective Chambers, could have taken
place between the detective and Of-
ficer Pierce in the hallway outside the
parking department regarding the
Brown and Chambers tickets, as al-
leged by Detective Chambers.

“It just doesn’t seem to have been
able to have taken place in that time
frame,” said Chief Tracy.

Detective Chambers’ attorney,
Hassen Abdellah, asked Chief Tracy
to describe his relationship with De-
tective Chambers.

“We were friends and co-workers,”
he responded.

Chief Tracy stated he had been to

Detective Chambers’ home around
10 times. Most recently, he had
dropped off $1,000 in Christmas gifts
for a needy family Detective Cham-
bers was assisting.

Mr. Abdellah questioned whether
such an action could be considered
work related.

“I think it is work related,” the
chief responded. “Because it is part
of what we do; help people.”

The chief said he often called De-
tective Chambers, and that some of
those calls were made on a cell phone
she gave him and paid for.

“Are you aware that there could be
a claim of retaliation against you?”
Mr. Abdellah asked Chief Tracy in
relation to charges pending against
Detective Chambers.

When asked for further details on
the question by the chief, Mr. Abdellah
stated: “There is an allegation that at
some point you had a relationship
with Detective Chambers and as a
result of what she would not do, you
began to retaliate against her. And the
purpose of bringing this action against
her is to retaliate because she wouldn’t
do what you wanted her to do.

“Are you aware of that? She
wouldn’t comply; she wouldn’t sub-
mit,” said Mr. Abdellah.

“That’s absurd,” responded Chief
Tracy.

At that point, attorney James Plosia,
Jr., who is representing the town in
this case, objected to the line of ques-
tioning by Mr. Abdellah.

“It’s not relevant for why we are
here,” said Mr. Plosia.

Mr. Abdellah also put into evidence
a picture of Chief Tracy’s arm on
Detective Chambers’ shoulder. It was
not known when or where the photo-
graph was taken.

Chief Tracy said he determined there
was not any wrongdoing on the part of
Detective Perrotta and Officer Pierce
with regards to the Brown ticket void.

After looking into Detective Cham-
bers’ allegation against Detective
Perrotta and after learning of a pos-
sible ticket involving Detective Cham-
bers, Chief Tracy called Detective
Chambers and informed her he was
initiating an internal investigation
concerning the alleged improper void-
ing of tickets.

“She responded by saying she had
her son’s ticket voided,” the chief
testified. “If they could do it for their
friends why couldn’t I?,” he quoted

Sandra Chambers Bernard Tracy
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FIGURING THINGS OUT…Superintendent of Westfield Public Schools Dr.
William Foley meets with reporter Michael Pollack to discuss the No Child Left
Behind Act and the meaning of local and statewide public school test results.

Tracy Accepts Linden
School Security Post

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield Police
Chief Bernard Tracy is expected to re-
sign within the next few weeks to accept
a job as a school security officer in
Linden, The Westfield Leader has learned.

Chief Tracy informed Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea on August 18
that he had accepted the Linden job.
The chief, who is on vacation through
early September, has yet to submit a
formal letter of retirement to the town.

“I think it is fair to say that the chief
will be leaving in early September,”
Mr. Gildea said.

Mr. Gildea said he expects to ap-
point an acting chief to replace Chief
Tracy in the interim until the town
completes the lengthy process of ap-
pointing a permanent chief. Captain
Clifford Auchter is currently serving
as acting chief until Chief Tracy re-
turns from vacation.

Chief Tracy was approved on August
17 as a schools public safety officer at

NCLB Semantics Cause Row Over
Edison Inter. School’s Distinction

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The No Child Left Behind stan-
dardized testing has caused a row
after The Star-Ledger published an
August 11 article stating that Edison
Intermediate School in Westfield did
not achieve the standards set forth in
the No Child Left Behind policy. The
Westfield Leader published a follow-
up story that echoed the claims made
in that piece.

Westfield education representatives
informed the Leader that the Star-
Ledger article was incorrect because
Edison did indeed meet its Average
Yearly Progress (AYP) for 2005. AYP
is a standard to make sure a child is
achieving at his or her average grade
level. By the 2013-2014 school year,
all students must be at the proficient
level of state testing. This year is the
first where schools must test third
through eighth graders in mathemat-
ics and reading. Come 2007, science
will be required.

The NCLB standards, adopted in
early January of 2002, seek to make
sure that all children are afforded the
best opportunity to learn and that
their educators are held to a standard
of excellence. Jon Zlock, a public
information spokesman for the New
Jersey Department of Education, pro-
vided the Leader with a release and
chart that illustrates how the law
works.

According to a press release circu-
lated August 10 by the state Depart-
ment of Education, “If a school misses
AYP in any one of the 40 indicators
for any test calculation after having
achieved AYP in prior years, it is
placed on an ‘Early Warning’ list.
Early Warning schools face no NCLB
sanctions. This is a category devel-
oped by New Jersey as a way to
remind school officials that if they do
not make AYP in the following year,
they will be placed on the NCLB
Schools In Need of Improvement
List.”

Edison was placed on Early Warn-
ing status last year, but did meet re-
quirements this year, which avoided
it being placed on the Schools in
Need of Improvement List. Techni-
cally, according to the press release,
“In 2004-2005, 376 schools were
placed on the Early Warning List.

Forty-seven schools were placed in
Early Warning ‘Hold’ status, which
means that while they made AYP this
year, they did not make it in the 2003-
2004 school year. Schools must make
AYP two years in a row in order to be
removed from either the Early Warn-
ing or SINI list.”

Dr. Carmen Centuolo, county su-
perintendent, confirmed that Edison
is on “Hold” status, indicating, “We
should watch and see. It means that
caution should be taken as we work
towards progress.” If a school is not
fully compliant with all testing
achievements, she said the “district
needs to be aware and we highlight
the school to put our full emphasis on
it.” In terms of the “Hold” status, she
said, “it’s nothing extremely disturb-
ing.”

When posed the question, Dr.
Centuolo agreed that aspects of the
NCLB are a semantics game. She
said the problems are real, though,
and they’re not affecting the schools
one might imagine.

“Most schools are having difficulty.
Even Summit had a similar situation.
That’s a high achieving district. But
the NCLB has brought the subgroup
population to light.”

The subgroups consist of distinc-
tions such as “economically disad-
vantaged,” “limited English” and
“special education.” Dr. Centuolo re-
inforced that all subgroups must meet
the standard. She admitted it is “dif-
ficult when kids are sent out of dis-
trict with special needs. That’s why
you are seeing schools try to educate
in-house, so they have control.”

Dr. Centuolo noted that if a child is
not severely disabled, he or she must
take the test.

“Then it becomes the dog chasing
its tail and then you realize that’s the
reason behind the NCLB – because a
certain subset of students aren’t pass-
ing the tests. That’s why the test ex-
ists.”

She noted that while urban districts
have their share of problems, the sub-
urban districts face issues achieving
sufficient levels with traditionally
disadvantaged populations. Dr.
Centuolo noted that the established
standards and subgroups make it dif-
ficult for schools to achieve at the
level NCLB mandates.

Park Middle School in Scotch
Plains has entered its first year of
Early Warning status, while Scotch-
Plains Fanwood High School, like

Edison, has scored proficiently on all
40 indicators this year and is on
“Hold” status.

Dr. Margaret Hayes, Scotch Plains
Assistant Superintendent for Curricu-
lum Instruction and Assessment, said
that , “the black students did not pass
the language arts requirement” and,
as a result, the school is deemed in
Early Warning status.

Dr. Hayes explained that Park
Middle School was deficient in pass-
ing all requirements for NCLB a
couple of years ago because of spe-
cial education requirements. She said
that after Park was found to be failing
in an area, “we met as a group of
administrators and we recognized that
it was one of 40, but we still took it
seriously.”

The administrators examined the
basic skills and developed a program
called Reaching, Achieving, Succeed-
ing (RAS) to aid teachers and stu-
dents.

Scotch Plains Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Carol Choye said she
was proud of the fact that “her staff
focused positively at the high school”
and helped students pass the require-
ments. She said the staff at Park did
data analysis to follow the children
through the system and identify areas
where extra help could be provided.

Dr. Choye wanted to avoid ques-
tions of fairness, but said, “it really
isn’t fair” that the high school was not
recognized for the work it did. On
paper, the school is merely in hold
status and doesn’t highlight that “a
lot of teachers went over and above
and stayed after to help children. We
worked with the kids caught in the
middle. The kids who weren’t in the
APs, but not in special education ei-
ther, and we gave them a boost.”

Dr. Choye cautioned not to over
generalize the failure in the African-
American subgroup. “It depends on
the number in the subgroup. You may
have just as many, if not more, who
passed than who didn’t. In Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, we’re proud to
have a very diverse population.” She
noted that there could be a number of
variables responsible for the failure
of the African-American subgroup in
Language Arts.

“Did we cover all areas of knowl-
edge? Are some learning through
reading, listening? Some learn kines-
thetically. We need to explore many
ways to teach students,” Dr. Choye

WF Police, Firefighters Rescue
Trapped Infant; Tragedy Averted

By FRED LECOMTE
and SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield police
and firefighters rescued a 16-month-
old toddler Monday afternoon after
the infant tumbled nearly 10 feet into
a construction hole at the Tamaques
Park tennis courts.

A 911 call was received at 3:57
p.m. that the boy, identified as John
Butterfield of Metuchen, had fallen
into the three-foot-diameter hole,
according to Sergeant Scott
Rodger of the Westfield Police
Department. Police officers Greg
Kasko, Harold Kaufield and
Robert Beaton responded to the
scene along with the Westfield
Fire Department.

Sergeant Rodger said the
youngster, who was visiting the
park with his mother, Jay
Giacalone-Butterfield, had been
playing on a mound of dirt adja-
cent to the hole when the acci-
dent occurred. He said the dirt
had been excavated for the pur-
pose of installing lights around
the park’s tennis courts.

“Upon arrival, we immedi-
ately requested the Union County
Confined Space Tactical Rescue team
out of the City of Elizabeth — which
specializes in rescues from confined
spaces,” said Westfield Fire Chief Dan
Kelly. However, local authorities
opted not to wait when the child be-
came unresponsive.

“The particular situation that we
were up against was that the child
was wedged between a pre-cast con-
crete column that was in a hole that
was 36 inches in diameter and the

void space between the pre-cast col-
umn of the rough opening,” said Chief
Kelly, noting the excavation was eight
inches and nine feet below grade.

Firefighters were able to confirm
that the toddler was breathing and
was responsive to verbal stimuli.
Westfield firefighter Michael Duelks
was put on a rescue rope and de-
scended in an attempt to retrieve him;
however, the first attempt was unsuc-
cessful.

When the child became unrespon-
sive a short time later, firefighter
James Pfeiffer volunteered to have
his feet tied by a rope and lowered
into the shaft. A group of his fire
colleagues, together with police of-
ficer Kasko, lowered him down the
hole. After hearing him say, “I’ve got
him!” they pulled Pfeffer and the
child up from the shaft.

The other firefighters included
Chief Kelly, Deputy Chief Kenneth
Dannevig, Deputy Chief David Kelly,

Captain Roger Sawicki, Lieutenants
Anthony Tiller, Scott Miller and
James Ryan, Jr., Michael Sawicki,
Michael Skubish and Ben Corbin.

After being brought up from the
hole, the child, who sustained
scratches on his face, was given first
aid treatment. Paramedics assessed
the toddler and transported him to
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

“It was one of great relief,” said
Chief Kelly. “We were glad the child

was breathing and the initial as-
sessment pointed out that he did
not have any broken limbs. Natu-
rally, we had to treat our two
firefighters and send them to
Overlook Hospital to be checked
for respiratory or other possible
injuries.”

According to Chief Kelly, later
that evening, a third firefighter,
Michael Skubish, was treated
for a knee injury suffered at the
scene.

“After the successful comple-
tion of the rescue, we made an
assessment of the entire location
and found six open excavations,”
said Chief Kelly. “The town en-
gineer was notified and re-

sponded to the scene along with the
Department of Public Works (DPW).”

That evening, police and firefighters
cordoned off the construction site by
installing caution tape at the scene.
The DPW installed construction fenc-
ing at the site.

“Heroic actions of our Westfield
firefighters on Monday proved suc-
cessful with the rescue of the 16-
mont- old male toddler,” added Chief
Kelly. “Their level of training paid

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Courtesy of the WFD
DANGER...Infant became wedged 10 feet down in
this construction hole.
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
BILLOWING…Black smoke was visible for miles Saturday afternoon, as the fire at Bartell Farm & Garden Supply off
Central Avenue in Clark was fought for hours by several fire departments.
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INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
LONG TERM CARE

Insurance products are offered through Signator Insurance Agency Inc., an affiliate
of John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Boston, MA 02117.
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Detective Chambers
Disciplinary Hearing

Detective Chambers as saying.
“Well, I was shocked,” Chief Tracy

said when asked by Mr. Plosia his
response to Detective Chambers’
comments to him. “I felt she incrimi-
nated herself.”

Officer Pierce testified he had filled
out a void slip but had failed to in-
spect the meter where Detective
Chambers’ car, which her son had
been operating, was parked.

Mr. Abdellah noted that no one in
the department had checked Detec-
tive Chambers’ meter.

“So my question is you (Chief
Tracy) don’t know whether the meter
actually was working on January 15?”
Mr. Abdellah asked.

Chief Tracy responded, “I can as-
sume it was working because we had
no reports” that the meter was out of
service.

“Do you have proof that the meter
was working properly on January 15?”
Mr. Abdellah asked.

“Yes,” responded Chief Tracy.
“Is that an assumption that you

are making?” Mr. Abdellah ques-
tioned.

“It is a belief I have,” Chief Tracy
said, noting that, “No one had re-
ported a problem with the meter.”

A meter outage report was filed for
the Brown ticket but not for Detective
Chambers’ meter, Chief Tracy con-
firmed. He later stated he was un-
aware that Officer Pierce determined
the meter was working.

Chief Tracy confirmed he had not
requested reports from Detective
Chambers and Detective Perrotta con-
cerning the allegations made by De-
tective Chambers.

Mr. Abdellah asked the chief if he
instructed Detective Perrotta not to
question Officer Pierce on Ms.
Brown’s summons while the chief
was conducting an internal investiga-
tion. He said he did not.

During testimony by Officer Pierce,
the officer said he did not know it was

Detective Chambers’ car he was tick-
eting.

He said Detective Chambers called
him at home on January 17 to tell him
he had issued a summons for her son.

“I apologized and offered to pay it
(the ticket),” Officer Pierce testified.

“She (Chambers) said ‘no,’ she
would pay it,” Officer Pierce said.

On the Brown ticket of February 4,
Officer Pierce said Ms. Brown con-
fronted him about an hour after he
wrote her summons.

“She was annoyed she got a sum-
mons,” said Officer Pierce.

After determining the meter was
working, he told Ms. Brown the meter
would be investigated and that she
would be notified if she would have
to pay her fine.

Officer Pierce, who has been with
the department four years, had the
meter pulled on February 4. On Feb-
ruary 16, Detective Perrotta, who
was on vacation when the Brown
ticket was issued, had Officer Pierce
summoned back to headquarters to
fill out a void slip for Ms. Brown’s
meter because a problem had been
found with the meter.

In terms of Detective Chambers’
ticket, Officer Pierce admitted he took
Detective Chambers’ word that the
meter was broken. He said he told
Captain Morgan that Detective Cham-
bers’ meter was broken.

Recalling a conversation with De-
tective Chambers, Officer Pierce said,
“I was telling Sandy I just got done
voiding a ticket for this Jill Brown
lady who told me she was a friend of
Lisa’s (Perrotta). And she told me she
was going to have her ticket taken
care of.”

“I guess the lady (Brown) got her
way,” Officer Pierce said he told De-
tective Chambers.

Officer Pierce said Detective Cham-
bers advised him he could get in
trouble by voiding tickets for friends
of superior officers.

Under questioning from Mr.
Abdellah, Officer Pierce said, “I took
her (Chambers) word for it (that her
meter was broken). That’s what I did
wrong.”

Officer Pierce confirmed under
cross examination from Mr. Abdellah
that he was upset that the Brown
ticket was voided, in that he knew it
was functioning properly.

The hearing will resume on Friday,
September 9, at 10 a.m., at which
time Detective Chambers may tes-
tify. The defense could opt to rest its
case. If this occurs, attorneys would
file legal briefs.

Hearing Officer James Damato, an
attorney in Chatham, said he deter-
mines the facts in the case, while the
police department will make the de-
cision on the penalty. Mr. Damato’s
findings are non-binding.

Michelle Kuppersmith for The Westfield Leader
SHOWING SUPPORT…A group of residents gathered at Mindowaskin Park
Wednesday night for a candlelight vigil supporting Cindy Sheehan, the mother of
a slain soldier hoping to speak to President George W. Bush at his ranch in Texas.
The vigil was one of 1,600 across the country organized by MoveOn.org.

off along with the coordination be-
tween the police department and EMS
teams that responded.”

The Westfield Leader contacted
town officials on Tuesday to question
how this construction site could have
been left, unsecured and unattended,
in the apparent unsafe condition.

According to Town Administrator
Jim Gildea, new lighting is being
installed at the Tamaques Park tennis
courts. The subcontractor for the
work, Lucas Electrical, dug six holes,
10 to 15 feet deep, and was to have
poured the concrete on Tuesday.

“They unfortunately didn’t (secure
the work site),” said Mr. Gildea.

He said the Department of Public
Works later installed safety fencing.

“It’s the contractor’s responsibility
to secure the job site,” Mr. Gildea
said. He added, “We (the town) will
deal with the contractor separately.”
The work was being done as part of a
project approved by the mayor and
town council and the recreation com-
mission. Mr. Gildea commented that
normally, two part-time building de-
partment inspectors are available to
visit construction sites. However, both
were out sick on Monday. He added
that it’s irrelevant to the fact that the
contractor still has the responsibility
to secure the site.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann did not return phone calls.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky said he
was not sure how many times recre-
ation department officials have vis-
ited the site to monitor the project.

Mr. Gildea said that cement was
poured into the holes and inspected
on Tuesday to complete this phase of
the construction work.

said. She added she is working to
build the right foundation for stu-
dents, and stressed the importance of
“building a partnership with parents.”

For Westfield, there are 10 sub-
groups and, in terms of special educa-
tion, a school needs 35 students to
count as a subgroup. Dr. Centuolo
noted, “When it comes to federal law,
there is no flexibility with the sub-
groups.”

Dr. William Foley, Superintendent
of Schools in Westfield, criticized the
article that appeared in the Leader,
but said, “in your writer’s defense,
it’s very confusing to go through all
that information.”

“People now believe (based on re-
ports in the Ledger and Leader) that
the school did not pass the AYP again,
but that’s not correct.”

Dr. Foley said that this year, Edison
made the AYP. “In fact, all Westfield
schools made the AYP. But because
the stipulation is that you have to
prove you have met the AYP for two
consecutive years, officially, there is
a ‘hold’ on our school.”

Dr. Foley said that Edison was
found to be deficient in the special
education category because the test
scores on the GEPA didn’t meet the
standard.

“For special education students, it
doesn’t matter if they go to private
schools or out-of-district ones. For
purposes of the NCLB, they count
them as Westfield students regard-
less,” he stated.

Dr. Foley said the schools are con-
cerned about special education and a
number have had trouble. “For some
students, they’re making progress in
their Individualized Education Plan
tests, but they might not be able to
make the state level. For every spe-
cial education kid to make the AYP is
absurd.”

Unfortunately, to Dr. Foley, the law
is unflinching in its directness and
consequences. “The law is unreason-
able. You don’t fail an entire school
on one indicator. It’s how the law is
implemented. It’s very difficult to
deal with.” While he said he supports
publishing the results, he called the
mark a “scarlet letter” for the school.

In terms of money received through

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Police and Firefighters
Rescue Trapped Infant

NCLB, Dr. Foley quipped, “Money?
There’s no money to speak of. We
always got federal Title I money for
low income children.” He explained
that Title I funding had to do with
how many children received free or
reduced-price lunches. Edison, he ex-
plained, is a Title I school, while
Roosevelt is not. However, they are
beholden to the same standards. In
total, three Westfield schools receive
funds under Title I- Jefferson,
McKinley and Edison. According to
public information’s Lorre Korecky,
Title I funding is determined by socio
economic factors. She said that
Westfield received $367,000 last year
from the federal government and used
it “to provide basic skills and reme-
dial instruction.”

Still, Dr. Foley said, “unequivo-
cally, Edison can be doing better on
the GEPA. We are going to use NCLB
money in math and work with the
special education students.”

Dr. Foley said that when standards
require every child to pass the AYP in
2013-2014, “every school will fail.”
He said, “whole states are in revolt,”
citing Connecticut and Utah, which
have “passed laws which have essen-
tially said, ‘we don’t want your
money.’ It’s just not realistic. You’re
not providing enough money. You
can’t guarantee that you can reach
every child. Some are unwilling or
unable to come to school.”

Dr. Foley said that the idea of 100
percent passing is merely “flowery
legislation.”

All the while, Dr. Foley praised the
NCLB because its “basic notion is a
good one. But you don’t want to turn
it into a penalty situation.” This year,
third, fourth, eighth and 11th graders
were tested. Dr. Foley noted that
fourth graders are “frightened to death
of the test,” while eighth graders don’t
care in many instances.

Despite the idea that Westfield
schools will teach to the test, Dr. Foley
acknowledged that other districts may
narrow their focus, “but we’ll
(Westfield) continue to have fine arts
and the like because, for the most part,
we exceed these marks. Our expecta-
tions are higher than what is required.”

Dr. Foley said that, in terms of
enacting change through legislation,
government is “all thumbs,” referring
to what he characterized as its clumsy
response. Dr. Foley said what needs
to happen with the NCLB is to find
ways in which “local initiatives can
make differences.” When the federal
or state government tries to mandate
solutions, according to Dr. Foley,
“there is a waste and fraud.”

Dr. Foley said that NCLB’s “in-
flexible and unrelenting nature will
eventually lead to failure. It’s a noble
effort, but it shows a complete inabil-
ity to see how difficult the job really is.
Mandating it won’t make it go away.”

Edison Principal Susan O’Brien
said, “the school as a whole far ex-
ceeded the minimum score. Every
subgroup met for 2005. Special edu-
cation didn’t meet its required per-
centage in 2004. This year it was met.
The indicators are misleading because
virtually every child far exceeds the
requirement. There was a very small
group with a handicap who didn’t
pass, so it’s misleading.”

She said it’s difficult to compare
when you test eighth graders because
there’s a new test and new students
each year. “We pay attention to the
results, but it’s a function of the items
tested for and the student population,
which changes every year. Different
kids, different test, makes it difficult
to make assumptions.”

She added that it’s also hard because
in some instances, the special needs
students never attended Edison School.
Because they have either a mental or
physical handicap, they go to another
school in the area, but they are recorded
on the Edison list because they live in the
sending area – if they had no disability,
they would attend Edison.

Mrs. O’Brien found fault with the
news reports of Edison’s failing. “The
paper said that Edison was labeled as
a failing school in 2005. It was not.
It’s misleading. That information ap-
plies to 2004. It doesn’t reflect the
quality of education we offer.”

She went on to praise the Edison
staff, which “gives these students the
best possible education. And that educa-
tion goes beyond the GEPA tests. And
there are lots of areas beyond the test. We
provide a great breadth of education
beyond what is captured in the GEPA.
The NCLB doesn’t give the full picture.

“I think the NCLB is important to
address the needs of every child, but
the way of reporting it is misleading.
You’re taking a snapshot, but it is not
accurate and the way it is labeled is
ridiculous.”

Fanwood Lib. Director Weds;
Ex-Wife Bail Set For Friday

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – On Friday afternoon,
Fanwood Memorial Library Director
Dan Weiss married fiancée Mary Ol-
ive Smith on the grounds behind
Fanwood Borough Hall at 4 p.m.

Originally, the couple was to be
married in North Carolina on August
6. However, they postponed their
wedding after Mr. Weiss was stabbed
by his former wife, Rosemary Dunlap
of Westfield, a few days before their
planned ceremony.

While the couple resides in Jersey
City, they were so impressed by the
caring and support they received from
the Fanwood community during Mr.
Weiss’ hospitalization and recovery,
they asked Mayor Colleen Mahr to
perform the ceremony in Fanwood.

“We wanted to keep it as low-key as
possible because we still have a really
big affair planned for November in
North Carolina with our families and
friends,” Ms. Smith said. “We didn’t
have music or anything, but it was still
really magical being outdoors under
the big trees behind Borough Hall.”

In attendance were Mr. Weiss’ son,
Jesse, 21, of Westfield; Ms. Smith’s
sister, Sandra Smith, and her hus-
band, Joao deSouza, of New York
City; Mr. Weiss’ mother, Lucille Weiss
of Westfield, and friends Pat and Tom
Plante.

Ms. Smith’s sister, Sandra, served
as witness. Employees from the
mayor’s office sent champagne.

After the ceremony, the couple

shared dinner at The Place, which
Ms. Smith described as an intimate,
romantic restaurant in Manhattan.

Over the weekend, the newly mar-
ried Mr. Weiss and Ms. Smith per-
formed at the Hickory Festival in
Wellsboro, Pa. with Mr. Weiss’ former
band from the 1980s, Skyline. Ms.
Smith was happy they were able to
sing together, considering Mr. Weiss
is still recovering from throat surgery
he had earlier this month.

“We had to keep a lot of tape on his
throat because he still has a seal that
hasn’t closed,” Ms. Smith explained.
“But as long as that tape stayed in,
which it did for the most part, he
sounded terrific.”

Ms. Smith said Mr. Weiss would be
returning to his physician this week
to check the healing of his incisions
and possibly to discuss options for
plastic surgery in the future.

“We Believe in Happy Endings,
that was our song even before this
happened,” Ms. Smith said. “I guess
you could say it’s even more relevant
now.”

A bail hearing for Dunlap has been
set for tomorrow, Friday, August 26
before State Superior Court Judge
Scott J. Moynihan at the Union
County Courthouse, according to
Union County Executive Assistant
Prosecutor Robert O’Leary.

Judge Moynihan set bail last month
for Dunlap at $150,000. Mr. O’Leary
said Judge Moynihan would hear a
request by Dunlap’s attorney to lower
bail at that time.
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No Child Left Behind
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Photo Courtesy of Tom Plante
HAPPY MOMENT…In a private ceremony, Fanwood Memorial Library Direc-
tor Daniel Weiss and Mary Olive Smith were married last Friday afternoon,
August 19, by Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr on the grounds of Fanwood
Borough Hall. Mr. Weiss is recovering from a knife wound to the neck sustained
when he was attacked by his former wife on August 1.

a salary of $45,000, according to Lin-
den Superintendent of Public Schools
William Martino.  A  copy of the Lin-
den school board’s agenda  was  dropped
off at The Leader on August 18.

When reached Thursday by The
Westfield Leader, Mr. Martino said,
“We are very happy and thrilled to get
a man of his skills.”

Chief Tracy, who grew up in Linden,
is a graduate of Roselle Catholic High
School and Union County College. He
has been employed by the Westfield
Police Department since 1974.

When contacted by The Leader on
August 15, Mr. Martino said it was “news
to me” that Chief Tracy was offered a job
with the Linden board of education.

“I can’t talk about a personnel (is-
sue) until it is done,” he said on Au-
gust 18, concerning his  comments in
The Leader. He said he should have
issued a “no comment” response.
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Westfield Mayor
Announces Leaf
Collection Policy

There have been some questions
recently about the fall leaf collec-
tion policy. In line with my initia-
tive of more open communication,
the following information should
provide answers to these questions.

Leaves will be picked up at the
curbside without mandatory bag-
ging. However, if you choose to bag
your leaves for “on call” pick up
you may contact the Department of
Public Works for free bags at 789-
4100 ext. 600. Within 24 hours,
bagged leaves will be picked up.
Due to town efforts, curbside pick
up without mandatory bagging will
continue as an option.

The Department of Public Works
employees will be collecting leaves
on an “as needed” basis. We intend
to pick up leaves more often so that
our streets are safer for pedestrians.
Please note that no leaves are per-
mitted at the curbside before Octo-
ber 15.

I hope this information clears up
any confusion about our town’s leaf
collection policy. Please look for
the Leaf Collection brochure, which
you should receive soon.

If you have any questions, or
would like to discuss this or any
other matter, please remember that
I have Saturday morning office
hours. You may contact my assis-
tant Joan at (908) 789-4041 to sched-
ule an appointment.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky

WF 5K Pizza Extravaganza
Attracts Over 1,500 Runners

WESTFIELD – On July 27, the
fourth annual Downtown Westfield
5K Pizza Extravaganza was held.

Over 1,550 runners registered,
emanating mostly from New Jersey,
but attracting runners as far away as
Pennsylvania and Connecticut. Over
450 pizza pies were served along
with cookies and refreshments.

The Michael Craig Band performed
on Quimby Street during the event.

James Ward drove the pace car, his
red Ferrari convertible, with Down-
town Westfield Corporation President
David Martone as chef with pizzas in
hand.

This event was organized by the
DWC to showcase Westfield, its
downtown shopping, dining and
quaint neighborhoods.

The male winner was Gene Mitchell
of Franklin Lakes with a time of 15:26
and the female winner was Amy
Vanalstine of Midland Park with a
time of 18:31.

Second place winners included
Brian Harris of Somerville (15:48)
and Heather Gardiner of Morristown
(19:01). Top Westfield runners were
Jeffrey Perrella and Shannon Stone

with finishing times of 16:37 and
20:00 respectively.

Many area businesses donated piz-
zas, water, cookies, soda, ice, flow-
ers, door prizes and supplies.

The Town of Westfield, the police
department, Department of Public
Works, the Westfield Jaycees, the
Westfield Rescue Squad, girl scouts,
Meg Mehorter, Courtney Nemec,
Laura Pietruszki, and many volun-
teers gave of their time in supporting
the event.

For more information about down-
town events, call the DWC at (908)
789-9444 or visit WestfieldToday.com.
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Linden Supt. Updates
Leader On Job Opening

Editor’s Note: Last week, The
Westfield Leader contacted Linden
Superintendent of Schools Joseph
Martino to ask him whether Westfield
Police Chief Bernard Tracy had been
offered a job with the Linden Board
of Education. Mr. Martino responded,
“It’s news to me.”

The Leader received a copy of the
Linden Board of Education’s agenda
from August 17, which lists the hiring
of Chief Tracy as a school safety
officer at a salary of $45,000.

On August 18, Mr. Martino told
The Leader he should have issued a
“no comment” response.


