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ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

CANDIDATE
Color plays an important role in

the wardrobe of today�s political can-
didates. Dark blue suits with red ties
seem to be the current choice of
politicians.

This color combination apparently
projects an aura of stability and wis-
dom. While the importance of color
in a candidate�s dress may appear to
be new, color has played a strategic
role in the political process over the
millenniums.

For example, during the Roman
Empire, a candidate for office wore a
white toga to signify the purity of his
motives. The Romans called the white
toga a �candidus,� which in Latin
means �white.� The English word,
�candidate,� came from this custom
of wearing the symbolic white toga.

Fortunately, candidates cannot rely
on the color of their clothing alone.
They must also demonstrate �can-
dor� (frankness) by being �candid�
(straightforward), words that are
derived from �candidus.�

In the final analysis, however, a
candidate must be suitably attired if
he wants to gain maximum public
approval.

3 popcorns
Want to find a theater where The

Matrix is showing? Simply follow this
post-punk couple right to the marquee:
They wear their hair short and slick,
either black or blonde. In sync with the
flick they�re about to imbibe, both are
featuring the Prada look, monochromatic
black to match their compact-sized BMW.

Her patent leather gear has the wet
look, while his duds are subdued leather.
And of course, just in case we still don�t
know that these moviegoers are way
cool, both are wearing dark sunglasses.

They are making a pilgrimage.
Whether or not you really care to tag
along will depend on your fascination for
the outlandish. In that respect, this eye-
popping outrage from the Brothers
Wachowski (Andy and Larry) certainly
pushes the envelope.

Granted, much of it is gobbledygook.
But it is unusually consistent gobbledy-
gook. And often entertaining if you allow
yourself to get swept up in its world.

In the not-so-distant future, machines
have taken over our civilization, enslav-
ing all but a small band of very hip,
computer wiz revolutionaries.

Rebuffing their covert activities at the
behest of mechanical powers with super-
human powers, just for starters, they can
dodge bullets.

Okay, so the freedom fighters make a
fashion statement. And the techno-babble
tends to run at the mouth. But like a
larcenous salesman with a great gift of
gab, The Matrix has its silver-tongued
moments.

Fast-paced and chock-full of cease-
less battles for survival, with a plethora
of kung-fu fighting thrown in for good
measure, this is the ultimate roller-coaster
ride. And it winds its way through Para-
noia-land in a hail of bullets the likes of
which you haven�t seen since Rambo.

What could be more frightening than
the notion that we don�t really exist � at
least not the way we think? A full under-
standing of The Matrix�s plot would
require a master�s in VCR program-
ming. But here�s a layman�s understand-
ing, which should prove obscure and
gruesome enough: Attached to cables
and hoses and living in pod-like struc-
tures, we are in reality relegated to a
semi-hibernating state, cultivated as a
mere energy source for the machines that
turned on (and then subjugated) us in the
late 20th century.

Our last act of civility was to scorch
the ozone layer, depleting the supply of
solar power. The payback is that now
we�re the batteries in the flashlight, the
pigs in the pen.

Virtual reality is the new opiate of the
people. To ensure our complacence, com-
puter software programs pumped into
our brains have us believing everything
is hunky-dory in 1999, supposedly the
pinnacle of our civilization before every-
thing went kablooey. Fact is, it�s more
like 2199.

Keanu Reeves as Thomas Anderson,
the perfectly unlikely hero of the tale,
questions this horribly pathetic reality
after he discovers that it is indeed reality.
A mild-mannered computer programmer
by day and a mind-altering, software-
pushing hacker by night, in Cyberspace
his sobriquet is Neo.

Through his on-line alter ego, he is
contacted for enlistment by Morpheus,
captain of the renegade ship
Nebuchadnezzar. Morpheus, played with
forceful fantasy by Laurence Fishburne,
consulted an oracle (a black woman liv-

ing in the projects, whimsically played
by Gloria Foster) who assured him that
there did exist a special someone who
could lead humanity out of bondage.
Presumably, Neo is �The One,� if you
catch the tale�s messianic drift.

In fact, the brothers Wachowski are
fond of religious reference. They throw a
bunch of spiritual allusions in the hop-
per, like numbered ping-pong balls at a
Bingo game. Then they pull them out as
it suits them, in no particular order. They
have a lot of fun with it, and so will
filmgoers, as long as they don�t ascribe
any real importance to the theological
mumbo-jumbo.

The acting in this live-action comic
book saga matches the textures of the
story with notable acuity. Mr. Reeves, as
the ordinary guy, is winningly credible as
he morphs through the looking glass and
evolves into the film�s Ninja warrior.

Quietly rooting for his success is Car-
rie-Ann Moss as dangerously fetching
Trinity, a member of Morpheus� band of
revolutionaries and a martial arts expert
extraordinaire. In a story almost entirely
bereft of romantic inclinations, Trinity is
the film�s curiously subtle nod to sexual
tension.

The Matrix features a homecoming
agglomeration of all the special effects
and many of the science fiction concepts
introduced during the last two decades.

For all its convolutions, beneath the
metallic-slick exterior and heart-thump-
ing, rap-music murkiness, The Matrix is
conventional science fiction. There is
nothing less than world domination at
the crux of its plot. And when it comes
down to basics like the villain, always
the indispensable ingredient of success-
ful sci-fi, the Wachowskis deliver in the
finest tradition of the genre.

Hugo Weaving as the condescending
Agent Smith, bent on extracting the com-
puter code of the underground�s grand
kahuna, Zion, from the Nebuchadnezzar
crew, does Ming The Merciless proud.

You see this movie not for its story as
much as for its new age presentation �
as a boldly pretentious example of its
times. For when it gets down to cases,
even The Matrix�s highfalutin immer-
sion into the questions of reality seems
derivative. After all, wasn�t there an
earlier science fiction writer who said
something like, �To be or not to be, that
is the question?�

*  *  *  *  *
The Matrix, rated R, is a Warner

Brothers release directed by Andy and
Larry Wachowski and stars Keanu
Reeves, Laurence Fishburne and Carrie-
Ann Moss. Running time: 136 minutes.

Scotch Plains Resident Feels Survey,
Article On Tax Hike To Be Misleading

Residents Give Support
Of School Budget

We would like to encourage
Westfielders to support the 1999-2000
School Budget on Tuesday, April 20.
The Board of Education has worked hard
to present a budget that is ever-mindful
of the taxpayers, yet enables this town to
continue its rich tradition of offering a
quality education for its children.

The board has managed to keep the
budget increase less than the anticipated
enrollment growth and below the state
imposed cap. In fact, the increase is
below the rate of inflation. And the need
for this small increase is obvious � more
students and more state mandates.

Please vote �yes� for this year�s School
Budget. It is an efficient and wise invest-
ment for the future. The polls will be
open from 2 to 9 p.m.

Christine
and Brian Foley

Westfield

I believe that the story on the front
page of the April 8 issue, �Times Survey
Reveals Scotch Plains Citizens Are An-
gry Over Council�s Proposed Six-Point
Municipal Tax Hike,� was both mislead-
ing and biased.

Only deep in the story do we learn that
the �survey� was in fact your reporter
stopping a few people on the street. A
survey should be statistically designed to
reflect the population as a whole, not

simply random interviews with a few
passers-by.

In addition, I don�t recall stories about
similar surveys taken when the previ-
ously all-Republican council increased
taxes. I seem to remember that my taxes
went up last year, and the year before,
and the year before.

Dr. Victor S. Sloan
Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains Meridians Give Thanks
To High School Administrators, Staff
Many residents are not aware that the

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School staff
has provided an intergenerational pro-
gram for many, many years. I want to
write on behalf of the seniors their plea-

Westfield PTA Encourages Support
Of Annual School Budget; Urges Vote
Once again Westfield voters will be

called upon to make an important deci-
sion on April 20. The annual school
budget election will be held from 2 to 9
p.m. on that date.

As presidents of the Parent-Teacher
organizations throughout our town, we
urge you to become informed and to
vote �yes� for the school budget. This
decision is of utmost importance to the
continued success of our school dis-
trict.

This year�s budget is remarkable in
its reflection of our town�s values. With-
out sacrificing programs or educational

Scotch Plains Golden Agers Commend
Senior Day Event Held st High School

Editor�s Note: The following letter
was sent to Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Principal David Heisey with a
copy sent to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

*  *  *  *  *
You have done it again! Senior Day at

the high school was a delightful experi-
ence and everyone had a wonderful time.

We were greeted by our charming
�mentors� who served us coffee and
cake. Then it was music (Golden Old-
ies), prizes, bingo and fun. Later we
watched a part of the drama club�s offer-
ing Me and My Girl. What a talented

Former Scotch Plains Mayor Angered
By Times Article; Public Comment

Letters to the Editor

sure in the 1999 event which was one of
the best!

The Scotch Plains Meridians want to
thank the principal of the high school,
David Heisey, and the rest of the staff
involved - teachers, cafeteria workers,
and the bus drivers who all worked so
hard to provide an enjoyable experience
for all.

The food served and the care and at-
tention of the students showed how much
effort went into planning this event.

We especially want to note the very
talented young people who were in the
cast of For Me and My Girl and who
performed some of the play for us.

We are looking forward to future events
that will again enable the younger gen-
eration to interact with the �youthful,�
active senior population in town.

Laura Negele, Secretary
Meridians

Scotch Plains

group of students! We loved it. And
finally, it was back to the library for a
delicious lunch prepared by the cafeteria
staff.

Our student �mentors� could not have
been more helpful and kind.

We hope they enjoyed the day as much
as we did. Many thanks to you, Mr.
Heisey, and to the teachers and students
who did so much preparation. All in all,
it was a wonderful day!

Celeste Krowicki
Scotch Plains
Golden Agers

Some things never cease to amaze
me. I picked up The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood this past week and
read a few fascinating paragraphs of
fiction right on the front page.

A mysterious person, who would
rather not give his or her name �
makes you wonder why � spoke to
reporter Fred Rossi about a conversa-
tion he supposedly had with me. I don�t
know who he spoke to, but it wasn�t me.
At least, I never said what he attributed
to me. Of course, I don�t know if I ever
spoke with him, since I don�t know who
he is.

Mr. Anonymous claimed I said
Scotch Plains wasn�t doing as much for
the downtown as Cranford and

Westfield because we are a blue-collar
town. Why would I say that? Where is
all the industry? I certainly don�t see
any. Ours is a bedroom community; I
have said this many times. The majority
of our residents work outside the com-
munity.

As for our downtown, I am very
proud of it. I started a Long Range and
a Short Range Downtown Committee
in 1993. A lot has evolved from those
two committees. The founders of the
Scotch Plains Business and Professional
Association had been on one of those
committees.

The Township Council and the busi-
ness community have done an outstand-
ing job working together. Our holiday
decorations are among the best in the
area. The township looks good, and
continues to improve, thanks to the
efforts of many dedicated people.

I can�t help wondering if Mr. Anony-
mous has given any of his time to the
community, or just his mouth.

Joan Papen
Scotch Plains

excellence, the budget presents tight
fiscal responsibility to the taxpayers
with an increase less than the antici-
pated enrollment growth.

In fact, this budget reflects a per
student reduction in administrative
costs.

While being fiscally responsible, this
budget presents students with the edu-
cational advantages we have all come
to expect. The emphasis is on texts,
teachers, and technology. The budget
initiatives also include provisions for
the new State Core Content Curriculum
Standards.

We support this well conceived bud-
get and hope you will also. Please re-
member to vote on April 20.

Denise Ricci
President

Westfield Parent Teacher Council

*  *  *  *  *

Editor�s Note: This Letter to the
Editor was also signed by Eileen
Passananti, Sheri Cognetti; Cyndi
Cockren; Lucille Davy; Debbie Solan;
Marty Zervas; Anne Riegel; Sue Dilzell;
Sara Braun; Karen Geltzeiler; Linda
Boyle; Debbie Tiedrich; Jane
Fietkiewicz; Joann McGrath; and
Karin Engel, who represent  the par-
ent-teacher organizations in each of
Westfield�s nine schools.

By EUGENE REISS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Full Service Brokers, Online Brokers
How Do They Compare?

About 45 years ago I entered the world
of investments with the purchase of three
shares of Food Fair Stores at $45 per
share. I was working after school as a
part-time cashier and it seemed that this
company was on the move.

Within six months the stock was trad-
ing at $90 and my interest in the market
intensified. Starting an investment pro-
gram back then seemed simple. You
called one of the major brokerage houses,

opened an account, placed an order, sent
a check and 10 days later you received
your stock certificate.

Today selecting a financial firm re-
quires you to understand the characteris-
tics of the firm and how it fits with your
investment style.

Stock brokerage houses generally fall
into three broad categories with a good
deal of overlap: full service, discount and
online.

Full service brokerage houses such as
Prudential Securities, Morgan Stanley
Dean Witter, and Paine Webber offer a
full range of services. Although they
serve all classes of investors, they cater
to the affluent and businesses.

Jerry Rabadeau, Senior Vice Presi-
dent, Prudential Securities in Westfield
said, �The full service brokerage indus-
try has moved to asset allocation and
portfolio management as a key premise
as opposed to trading individual stocks
and bonds.�

Asset allocation, as I described in last
month�s article, deals with the percent of
your portfolio that is committed to fixed
and equity investments. The full service
brokerage industry has developed asset
management programs that are a key part
of the asset allocation strategy.

Generally participation in asset man-
agement programs requires a minimum
investment of $50,000 to $100,000. In
lieu of commissions an annual fee is
charged which can range from 2.25 per-
cent to 3.0 percent of the value of the
portfolio.

The asset manager or financial con-
sultant is given the authority to invest
and trade securities on your behalf. Peri-
odic reviews are held with you on a
quarterly or monthly basis to keep you
abreast of the portfolio�s performance.

Since the managers compensation is
tied to the annual fee there is an incentive
for the manager to grow your portfolio.
Recently they have also offered programs
which are a combination of asset man-
agement and trading.

CONTINUED ON PAGE B-12

NJSBA Says Teachers
Can Serve on BOEs

Editor�s Note: The following letter
was sent to former Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education President
and current school board candidate Dr.
Donald E. Sheldon, in response to his
inquiry regarding the New Jersey School
Boards Association policy on teachers
serving on school boards.

Dr. Sheldon said a candidate�s release
in The Times last week questioned whether
a teacher or former teacher can serve as
a school board member. Dr. Sheldon is a
former teacher and administrator in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood School District.

*  *  *  *  *
I am responding to your inquiry yester-

day (April 8) concerning New Jersey
School Boards Association policy on
teachers serving on local boards of edu-
cation.

No statute or regulation exists to pro-
hibit a teacher from serving on his local
board of education, as long as he is not
employed by the board.

Moreover, the New Jersey School
Boards Association has no policy oppos-
ing a teacher, or other school employee,
from serving on a local board of educa-
tion when the individual is not employed
by the local school district.

Frank Belluscio, 3rd
Director of Public Information

N. J. School Boards Association

Much More Needs to Be Done to Increase
Participation of Voters in School Elections

There are many blooming flowers, but few voters who
pop up in the spring. This is typical for the annual school
board elections, which take place this Tuesday, April 20,
from 2 to 9 p.m.

In our second annual School Board Election Preview,
we have included previews of the school races in the
Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Mountainside
school districts. We also have included information on
the school tax levies that voters will be asked to decide.
A commentary on school taxes and the impact on prop-
erty taxes appears on B-1 of today�s newspaper to help
you judge matters.

If a budget is turned down, the spending plan must be
turned over to the elected town government for its scru-
tiny. This happened in Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood in 1994. We don�t expect that this will happen
this year, though.

The biggest race this year is for the two Scotch Plains seats
on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood board where five candidates
are seeking election, with two people battling for the Fanwood
seat. Four candidates seek three seats on the Westfield board.
That�s a far cry from the 1995 race when nine candidates
sought four seats (one of which was an unexpired term) on
the Westfield board. Three candidates are running for two
open seats on the Mountainside board.

Traditionally, school board elections, draw a very low
voter turnout. Last year, a change began with the takeover
of these elections by the County Clerk, who works with
the local municipal clerks� offices. All voters are now
mailed a sample ballot form.

Last year, Westfield school election voter turnout was
12 percent. Please note, there was no race in the town in
1998. But, of course, there was, as always, a school tax
levy on the ballot. In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, voter
turnout in the township was 15 percent, with 16 percent
coming out in the borough.

Although many voters may not realize it, they are
allowed to vote in school board elections and on the
school budget. You don�t have to have kids in the system
to vote for candidates or to cast ballots for or against the
school tax levy. Everyone shares in paying the cost. And
just because senior citizens or non-parents show up at the
polls doesn�t mean they are going to turn thumbs down on
the budget.

One thing we continue to find interesting is that
unusual hours are selected for the polls (2 p.m. to 9 p.m.).
Why don�t the polls open up at 7 a.m. like the General
Election? In fact, why aren�t the school board elections
part of the general elections? Don�t we want everyone to
vote? Is this because we are trying to save a few extra
pennies?

We are talking about proposed tax levies of $46.5

million in Westfield and $39.4 million in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. It�s the largest part of our local taxes (about
two-thirds). At minimum, polling hours should be ex-
tended to get a better �grasp� of what the general public
feels about the school budgets and candidates.

This newspaper took some criticism just this week for
a �survey� we did of residents in Scotch Plains over a
proposed six-point municipal tax increase. The reader
said he thought our story included too few residents to
give a true picture of where residents stand on the issue.
Well, we feel that school board elections generate far too
small voter input.

Two-thirds of our property taxes are consumed to pay
for the school system. This is the only portion of our tax
bill that goes before voters. We believe a bigger �survey�
of property owners is needed.

The Governor�s Property Tax Commission has recom-
mended that the election be moved to November with the
General Election in order to increase voter participation.
We agree with this recommendation.

In terms of the tradition of little interest in school board
elections, we will take a little responsibility for that. To
make amends, we are increasing our coverage for all
elections in the coming months and years ahead. This
week, the newspaper has been mailed to all residences in
Westfield, Mountainside, Fanwood and Scotch Plains.
Governors, Senators and Congressmen comment in this
addition in Section B. See the election results for the
region on the Internet at www.goleader.com as they
become available immediately after closing of the polls at
9 p.m. on Tuesday, April 20.

Readers are always invited to contact this newspaper
on their thoughts on how The Leader and The Times can
improve its coverage.

All we are asking is that more people get involved in the
school budgeting and election processes. Let�s make our
schools better, help our kids and maximize our resources.
It�s the only way our communities can advance to the next
level. Our schools are good now, but we must get better.

We congratulate those candidates who have come
forward this year, both incumbents and challengers.
Serving on a school board is not an easy task, especially
during budget time when reams of numbers are thrown at
board members. From implementing curriculum changes
to setting long-term facilities improvement priorities,
school board membership can often be a thankless job.
But, for those who serve, knowing that they have had an
impact on our childrens� future is rewarding enough
without the hoopla generally associated with holding
public office.

We wish all candidates the best of luck this Tuesday.
And to our readers we say, �Don�t Forget to Vote!�


