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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ON THE JOB…The Westfield Rescue Squad is on the job assisting Gregory
Gold of Harvest Bread in Westfield last Friday afternoon when he injured his
finger.
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Westfield Tax Bill
Contains Error

The tax bill which was mailed
this past July for Westfield resi-
dents’ third and fourth quarter
2003 tax payment and the first
and second quarter 2004 tax
payment contained a printing
error.

The correct due date for first
quarter 2004 taxes is Sunday,
February 1, and the correct due
date for second quarter 2004
taxes is Saturday, May 1.

These dates were transposed.
Please make the correction to

your coupons and calendars.
Residents paying their taxes

through a mortgage company
must notify their mortgage com-
pany immediately.

For more information, please
contact the Westfield Tax Collec-
tors Office at (908) 789-4051 or e-
mail taxcollector@westfieldnj.net.

By MICHAEL M. SHAPIRO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield resident and Assignment
Judge of Union County, the Honor-
able Edward Beglin, Jr., retired on
January 15. His life of public service
in the field of law is one of hard work,
dedication and accomplishment.

An Elizabeth native, Judge Beglin
began his legal career in Plainfield,
at the law firm of Crane, Beglin and
Vastola, working there for 15 years.

During this tenure, he served as
Attorney for the Plainfield Board of
Adjustment, as Prosecutor of the
Plainfield Municipal Court, as City
Solicitor and Acting Corporation
Counsel of Plainfield, as the Bor-
ough Attorney of Fanwood, and as
Attorney for the Bridgewater Town-
ship Board of Adjustment.

He was appointed to the Union
County District Court in 1976, be-
coming a Superior Court Judge in
December 1978. In 1983, Chief Jus-

Judge Edward Beglin, Jr. of Westfield Retires
After Serving Union County for Decades

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Photograph Courtesy of Natalie Gregorio
HIS LAST ASSIGNMENT…Judge
Edward Beglin, Jr.,  Assignment Judge
of Union County, poses in his cham-
bers this week as he readies for retire-
ment today, January 15, after a distin-
guished career on the bench that
started in 1976.

tice Robert Wilentz appointed Judge
Beglin Assignment Judge of Union
County — where he has continued to
work for the past 20 years.

As the Assignment Judge for Union
County, Judge Beglin had an active
professional life. He served as chief
judge, presiding over a full case cal-
endar, as well as the chief manager of
the Union County courthouse, where
he supervised 500 people, not in-
cluding the judges themselves.

Judge Beglin was also responsible
for the functioning and administra-
tion of the 21 municipal courts in the
county.

On the state level, he chaired the
Judiciary Budget and Planning Com-
mittee for 10 years, where he was
able to achieve equality in job duties,
classification and salary for judicial
staff positions throughout the state
of New Jersey.

He also served as Chairman of the
Judiciary/Surrogates Liaison Com-

WF Adjustment Bd. Welcomes Duffy,
Lane; Wilt Reelected as Chairman

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of
Adjustment’s re-elected Chairman
Vince Wilt welcomed two new mem-
bers, Don Lane and Lori Duffy, to the
Westfield Board of Adjustment, as
William Heinbokel was also re-
elected as Vice Chairman and Vince
Loughlin was re-appointed as the
board’s Attorney.

During their January meeting,

board members granted relief from
parking requirements for Bella
Bronze Tanning Studio, located at
928 South Avenue, West. The board
also granted approval for the busi-
ness to place multiple signs.

According to Robert Kraus, Attor-
ney for the Bella Bronze Tanning
Studio, Westfield Town Code man-
dates that Westfield businesses must
have three parking spaces for every
employee working and that there are

14 spaces total for the tanning salon
as well as the hair salon next to it.

This, Mr. Kraus noted, was at a
deficit on Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays as Michael Miller, owner
of the building and operator of the
salon, has five, six and seven em-
ployees working respectfully on those
days. At the same time, the tanning
salon will have one to two employ-
ees working on a daily basis.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

mittee for over 20 years. However,
Judge Beglin has spent the great
majority of his time as a judge, which
he calls his “first love.”

As a judge, Judge Beglin has “tried to

WF Planning Board Re-Appoints Jay Boyle
Chairman; Dental Group Renovations OK’d

KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During last Thursday’s
reorganizational meeting of the
Westfield Planning Board, Jay Boyle
was re-elected as the chairman, while

Jay McDonald was elected as vice
chairman.

In addition, Kenneth Marsh was
elected as board secretary while Blais
Brancheau of Robert Catlin and As-
sociates was re-appointed as the Town

Planning Consultant. Russell
Finestein was re-appointed as the
Planning Board Attorney.

The board also welcomed two new
members, Brian Power and Fourth
Ward Republican Councilman James
Foerst.

In other business, the application
regarding the Westfield Pediatric Den-
tal Group, located at 555 Westfield
Avenue, was approved for interior
alterations and renovations in addi-
tion to the construction of an exterior
lift to serve special needs patients.

Testifying on behalf of the appli-
cation, Dr. Timothy McCabe noted
that he had bought the practice from
Dr. Philip Graye in 2000. He stated
that Dr. Graye still works at the prac-
tice on a part-time basis.

Dr. McCabe told board members
that the 30-year-old practice serves
children of all ages, and that he also
has specialized training in serving
youngsters with special needs, such
as Cerebral Palsy. He added that,
although the practice is thriving, it is
not growing. In order to comfortably
serve his patients, he needed to do

some renovations.
“We have had about the same num-

ber of patients for that last 5 to 10
years,” he said. “Our practice is very
tight for space. Sometimes we are
literally shoulder to shoulder.”

He also noted that, for the comfort
of his patients, the practice encour-
aged parents to come into the room
with their children when they are
having work done.

Gov. Mentions Pollard
During State Speech

By MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Tamaques Elementary School
teacher Trista Pollard was invited by
Governor James McGreevey to be a
member of the gallery while he de-
livered his State of the State Address
this Tuesday evening in Trenton.

After outlining goals and accom-
plishments set forth by his adminis-
tration in the area of education, the
governor announced, “And, I want to
personally congratulate Trista Pol-
lard from Tamaques Elementary
School in Westfield, who earned her
national certification in November.”

A fourth grade teacher and Lit-
eracy Coach, Ms. Pollard is one of
only 12 to 16 teachers to earn such
certification this year in the state of
New Jersey, joining 70 other state
educators who have attained the same
distinction over the years.

On Monday, former Westfield par-
ent and Special Commissioner on
Education Lucille Davy contacted
Ms. Pollard, telling her that Gover-
nor McGreevey wanted a teacher
with National Board Certification
and a Literacy Coach present during
his speech. At the time, she did not
know that her name would be men-
tioned during the address.

Ms. Davy and Ms. Pollard served
on the Westfield Strategic Planning
Committee together in 1995.

“It was kind of surreal to meet some-
one you see on television all of the
time, but he was very approachable
and very nice,” Ms. Pollard told The
Westfield Leader, when asked about
what it was like to meet the governor.

“The Governor is a huge propo-
nent of National Board Certifica-
tion,” said Ms. Pollard, who is also a

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SAFETY FIRST… Assemblyman Jon Bramnick announced his Pedestrian Safety Initiative legislation Wednesday,
January 14, in downtown Westfield. He also reported that Legislative Assemblywomen Linda Stender is co-signing the
bill. See Page 3 for full story.

BOE Budget
Will Increase
Seven Percent

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Business Administrator/Board
Secretary Robert Berman shed more
light on the school district’s 2004-
2005 budget during the Westfield
Board of Education’s meeting on
Tuesday evening.

The total projected budget will
rise an estimated 7 percent, not 6
percent as was originally stated.

Since Governor James McGreevey
will present his State Budget Address
on Tuesday, February 24, the school
board typically finds out its allotment
of state aid “within 24 to 48 hours of
the budget message,” according to Mr.
Berman.

The board is operating under the
assumption that the district will not
receive an increase in state aid this
year.

The budget calls for $390,000 in
proposed new staff, including three
general education teachers, two re-
source center teachers, and one guid-
ance counselor, all at Westfield High
School (WHS). Presently, there are
no plans to add staff at the interme-
diate or elementary levels.

The budget also calls for $175,000
in new computer leases. New leases
will include 140 laptop computers
for WHS teachers and 78 Adminis-
trative Network Desktop Comput-
ers. Replacement and additional
computers will be added to the WHS,
Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate
School libraries. Further budget funds
will go to training the district’s staff
in the use of the computers.

The board will also consider vari-
ous capital projects totaling ap-
proximately $634,000. Temporary
classrooms need to be added to
both Wilson and Tamaques Elemen-
tary Schools as the Westfield school
district continues to see its enroll-
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION...During the Tuesday evening meeting of the
Westfield Board of Education, Tamaques Elementary School Principal Michael
Cullen presented Tamaques fourth grade teacher Trista Pollard with a special
resolution from the school board, marking her National Board Certification.
Pictured, left to right, are: Principal Cullen, Ms. Pollard, School Board Presi-
dent Arlene Gardner, and board member Julia Walker.

Mountainside BOE Discusses Incident
Involving Beechwood School Teacher

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation met on Tuesday night with
several topics discussed in front of a
standing room only crowd. Among
the topics discussed were the open-
ing of Beechwood School, the for-
mation of a Criteria Selection Com-
mittee for the new Chief School Ad-

ministrator, new playground equip-
ment for Beechwood School, and an
incident resulting in the BOE seek-
ing a restraining order on an uniden-
tified individual.

Mountainside Board of Education
President Peter Goggi announced at
Tuesday night’s meeting that
Beechwood School had finally
opened on January 7, almost a year
and a half behind schedule. “Those
of you who have a child in the school
know how beautiful it is. It was worth
the wait,” Mr. Goggi said. “Students

and staff are equally excited,” Chief
School Administrator Gerard
Schaller added.

On January 5, two days before the
school was due to open, a sewage
problem lead to the discovery of a 6-
foot missing link in the sewage line.
The problem was quickly rectified
and the school was able to open on
time. “One more hurdle we had to
overcome,” Mr. Goggi explained. The
fixing of the sewer line will be
deemed a latent defect being that it

WF Town Council
Discusses Parking,

Traffic Circle Issues
By FRANK D. ALVAREZ

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During Tuesday night’s conference
session, the first of the year for the
new governing body, the Westfield
Town Council discussed a wide range
of issues facing the town this year.

Eight councilpersons were in at-
tendance, with Councilman
Lawrence Goldman out of town on
business.

The council considered several reso-
lutions from the four committees:
Finance Policy; Public Safety, Trans-
portation and Parking; Code Review
& Town Property and Public Works.

Westfield construction official
Steve Freeman offered a presenta-
tion about home demolition and re-
development permit procedures.

Three citizens spoke about the

rights and procedures for the public
to provide comments to the council
and to receive public responses.

At the end of the meeting, the
council went into private session to
discuss personnel matters regarding
the hiring of a consultant to assist
with managing this year’s construc-
tion and redevelopment initiatives.

Some of the topics of discussion
included the impact of the upcoming
reconstruction of the traffic circle by
the state of New Jersey at South
Avenue and Broad Street, demoli-
tions and shoe-horning of new homes,
potential liability of the town with
affordable housing regulations in
formulation, event schedules re-
quested by the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce (WACC) and the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC), as well as the Westfield
Neighborhood Council (WNC).

The governing body also exam-
ined the proposed suspension of
metered parking fees during next
year’s Christmas shopping season,
traffic and public safety and a loom-
ing tenant parking problem created
as a result of revised permit authori-
zation procedures.

Mayor Gregory McDermott noted
that the traffic circle at South Avenue
and Broad Street would be undergo-


