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Accidents

News From Trenton Statehouse...
Critically Ill Patient

Transport Bill
Legislation sponsored by Assembly-

woman Nancy Muñoz (R-21, Summit)
that directs hospitals to establish proto-
cols to request the immediate dispatch
and timely transport of critically ill pa-
tients between health care facilities by
specialty care transportation units (SCTU)
was approved Monday by the General
Assembly.

SCTUs transport critically ill and com-
promised patients between health care
facilities (such as hospitals, nursing homes
and rehabilitation centers) when patient
needs exceed a level of care currently
available to them. SCTUs, which are
licensed by the Department of Health
(DOH), are equipped with advanced life
support equipment, including medica-
tions, cardiac monitoring devices and
ventilators, and are staffed with highly
skilled health care professionals.

A-792 would request immediate dis-
patch and timely patient pick-up from the
sending hospital and transport to the re-
ceiving hospital by an SCTU used for
patient inter-facility transfers as well as
establish contingency SCTU transport
protocols in the event that a hospital’s
SCTU is not immediately available for
dispatch. A hospital that fails to comply
would be penalized.

The bill now heads to the Governor for
his consideration.

Consolidating Incentive
Business Programs

Bipartisan legislation sponsored by
Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21, Westfield) and Assemblyman
Anthony Bucco (R-25, Randolph) that
would consolidate five of New Jersey’s
financial incentive programs for busi-
ness development into two has been ap-
proved by the Assembly Budget Com-
mittee.

Under the bill, A-3680, the state’s
Economic Development Authority
(EDA) would oversee and administer the
Grow New Jersey Assistance Program
and the Economic Redevelopment and
Growth Grant Program.

The Grow New Jersey program is de-
signed to attract and retain companies in
the state by awarding tax credits for each
new or retained full-time job per year up
to 10 years.

The legislation also would provide that
the Economic Redevelopment and
Growth Grant program would become
the state’s only redeveloper incentive pro-
gram and would assist in closing financ-
ing gaps encountered in new or redevel-
opment projects.

The bill would phase out the provi-
sions of the Business Retention and Re-
location Assistance Grant Program, the
Business Employment Incentive Pro-
gram, and the Urban Transit Hub Tax
Credit Program, all of which are also
administered by the EDA.

Adjusters Fees
Public adjusters’ fees related to a cata-

strophic loss would be limited to 10 per-
cent of an insurance claim settlement
under bipartisan legislation approved
Monday by the General Assembly.

The bill, A-3519, is sponsored by As-
semblywoman Nancy Muñoz (R-21,
Summit) and Assembly Republican
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield).

New Jersey has no cap in place and by
some accounts adjusters charged as much
as 50 percent after Superstorm Sandy.

The 10 percent cap limit would be in
effect on claims made for one year after
the catastrophic loss or natural disaster is
declared by the President, Governor, Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA), or New Jersey Office of Emer-
gency Management.

The legislation has bipartisan support
from Assembly Democrats Linda Stender
(D-22, Scotch Plains) and Jerry Green,
(D-22, Plainfield).

Diabetes Action Plan
Legislation sponsored by Assembly-

woman Nancy Muñoz (R-21, Summit)
that would require the state Department
of Health (DOH) to develop a diabetes
action plan was approved Monday by the
General Assembly.

The bill, A-3432, would require the
DOH, in consultation with the Depart-
ment of Human Services (DHS) and the
Department of Children and Families
(DCF), to develop a diabetes action plan
to reduce the impact of diabetes in New
Jersey. The plan is to identify goals and
benchmarks related to reducing the inci-
dence of diabetes in New Jersey, improv-
ing diabetes care, and controlling com-
plications associated with diabetes.

The bill would require DOH, in con-
junction with the two departments, to
biannually report to the governor and
Legislature on: the financial impact of
diabetes on each department; the benefits
of implemented programs and activities
aimed at controlling or preventing diabe-
tes; the level of coordination among the
departments on activities, programmatic
activities, and messaging related to the
management, treatment, or prevention of
all forms of diabetes and its complica-
tions; the development or revision of a
detailed action plan for preventing and
controlling diabetes, pre-diabetes, and
complications related to diabetes, with a
range of actionable items for consider-
ation by the Legislature; and the develop-
ment of a detailed budget blueprint iden-
tifying needs, costs, and resources re-
quired to implement the detailed action
plan.

In New Jersey, an estimated 596,000
adults have been diagnosed with the dis-
ease, an increase from 6.8 percent in 2004
to 9.2 percent in 2010. Nationwide, the
number of Americans with diabetes has
more than tripled in the past two decades.
As of 2010, nearly 26 million or more than
8 percent of the population of the U.S. had
diabetes. CDC estimates that if current
trends continue, as many as one in three
adults could have diabetes by 2050.

Asw. Muñoz also noted that in addi-
tion to the physical trauma the disease
can cause an individual kidney failure,
amputations of the legs and feet and
blindness, and that the health care costs
associated with it are astronomical. Ac-
cording to the CDC, in 2006, the total
cost of treating people with diabetes in
New Jersey was estimated at around $5.8
billion. The national cost in 2007 ex-
ceeded $174 billion.

Campaign Finance
Reform Laws

In an effort to bring more transparency
to the electoral process, Senators Jim
Beach (D-6, Cherry Hill) and Linda

Greenstein (D-14, Cranbury) have intro-
duced legislation that would overhaul
campaign finance laws by strengthening
disclosure requirements, closing loop-
holes, and standardizing provisions of
“pay-to-play” laws statewide.

The bill would eliminate an exception
from state statute that allows a candidate,
political party, or legislative leadership
committee to withhold information about
donations of $300 or less. Once the $3,000
threshold is surpassed, a candidate, com-
mittee, or organization under this bill
would be required to electronically dis-
close certain information to  the New
Jersey Election Law Enforcement Divi-
sion within 48 hours. In addition, the bill
would expand reporting requirements to
issue advocacy groups, specifically
501(c)(4)s, which are currently exempt
from disclosing information about their
donors, and 527s, which are only re-
quired to make public their donors through
the federal government.

The bill would raise the amount of
money that can be contributed by an indi-
vidual, a corporation or union, or a group
to a candidate committee from $2,600 per
election to $3,000 per election, and raise
the amount of money that can be contrib-
uted by a candidate committee, political
committee or continuing political com-
mittee to a candidate committee from
$8,200 per election to $9,200 per election.

The bill would close a major loophole
in pay-to-play laws by eliminating a pro-
vision of existing law that exempts mu-
nicipal and county governments from abid-
ing by pay-to-play requirements, provided
that the contracts are publicly advertised
or competitively bid. The bill would in-
stead make state and local provisions of
pay-to-play uniform and apply them to all
entities receiving contracts – whether un-
der a publicly bid or no-bid contract.

Also, the bill would raise the maxi-
mum limit that a business entity can
contribute to a campaign preceding award
and during the term of a contract from
$300 to $1,000 for a no-bid contract and
from $300 to $3,000 for a publicly bid
contract. Currently, businesses are pro-
hibited from entering most state con-
tracts above $17,500 if the firm or its
management-level employees have made
contributions of more than $300 prior to
the awarding of the contract.

The threshold at which businesses would
have to file disclosure reports when granted
a public contract would be lowered from
$50,000 in public contracts to $17,500
with one single public entity. This infor-
mation would be reported to ELEC and
collected into a state-operated database.

Workers’ Comp. Benefits
For Spouses

Legislation sponsored by Senator Fred
H. Madden (D-4, Gloucester) and Senate
President Steve Sweeney (D-3,
Gloucester) that would provide workers’
compensation benefits to spouses of cer-
tain deceased fire and police personnel
for the entire period of survivorship has
been approved by the General Assembly.

The bill, S-1469, would allow surviv-
ing spouses of members of the State
Police or members of fire or police de-
partments who die in the line of duty to
continue receiving weekly workers’ com-
pensation benefits for as long as the spouse
lives, regardless of remarriage.

Marriage And Civil Unions
Legislation sponsored by Senators

Nicholas P. Scutari (D-22, Linden) and
Jim Whelan (D-2, Atlantic) to modernize
the state’s marriage and civil union li-
cense requirements, which would give
New Jersey’s tourism and hospitality in-
dustry a competitive advantage over states
across the region and the country, has
received final approval in the Assembly.

The measure, S-2399, would elimi-
nate the mandatory 72-hour waiting pe-
riod for issuance of a marriage or civil
union license after an application is made,
giving New Jersey a competitive edge
over neighboring states.

By eliminating the waiting period, the
measure would make New Jersey more
competitive with neighboring states, in-
cluding Pennsylvania (72-hour waiting
period), New York (24 hours), Delaware
(24 hours), and Maryland (48 hours). Un-
der the bill, New Jersey would join Con-
necticut and Rhode Island as the only
states in the Northeast with no waiting
period. Thirty states allow couples to be
issued a marriage license on the date of
application.

The Senate approved the bill by a vote
of 25-9 in February. The Assembly ap-
proved it by a vote of 52-22-2. It now
heads to the desk of the Governor.

Cluster Developments
Bipartisan legislation sponsored by

Assemblyman Rob Clifton (R-12,
Matawan) that would allow municipali-
ties to authorize the clustering of residen-
tial, nonresidential, and mixed-use devel-
opment as a technique to preserve farm-
land, historic sites and open space has
been approved by the General Assembly.

A-376 would authorize municipal zon-
ing ordinances to establish ranges of per-
missible lot sizes and floor areas for
development within a zone, rather than
requiring specific lot sizes, dimensions,
and floor area ratios.

 
TThe Westfield Memorial Library presents 

Two Programs for Seniors ... 
and those who care for them 

 Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL cardholders. 

Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click on the 

Calendar tab, or call 
908.789.4090 option 0. 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 
550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

Learn How to Avoid Senior Financial Exploitation                        
on Thursday, May 9 at 10:00 am 

Two representatives from the Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Bureau of Securities teach seniors some investor self 
defense, including the top ten tips to protect their money and 
the top ten investor traps to avoid.  

Living with Alzheimer’s Disease: for the Caregiver                  
MMiddle Stage: Part 1 Tuesday, May 21 at 6:30 pm                    
Middle Stage: Part 2 Tuesday, May 28 at 6:30 pm 

 
During the middle stage, caregivers take on greater responsi-
bility for the patient’s personal care, finances and safety in a 
supportive environment. Services to help the caregiver help 
themselves are also explained. 

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Port Auth. Board OKs Contract
 To Replace Goethals Bridge

The Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey last week awarded nearly $3
billion worth of public contracts involv-
ing the three bridges linking New Jersey
and Staten Island. The vote was 9-0.

The work is expected to generate 5,000
temporary construction jobs and more
than $600 million in wages, and spur
$2.5 billion in economic activity for the
region, according to a Star-Ledger re-
port.

The a $1.5-billion replacement of the
aging Goethals Bridge, linking Elizabeth
and Staten Island, a project that is in-
tended to relieve traffic congestion, was
awarded to NYNJ Link Partnership as
part of a public-private partnership, ac-
cording to a Port Authority press release.

The $1.29-billion contract for raising
of the Bayonne Bridge roadway, a project
intended to expand access to shipping
terminals in Newark, Elizabeth and Staten
Island, was awarded to Skanska Koch,
Inc./Kiewit Infrastructure Co.. Another a
$15.3-million contract was awarded to
Crisdel Group to resurface the
Outerbridge Crossing in Perth Amboy,
according to the press release.

Hackers get into AP account
With Erroneous Tweet

A group of hackers said to be loyal to
embattled Syrian President Bashar Assad
claimed responsibility for last week’s
hoax by tweeting that there had been two
explosions at the White House and that
President Barack Obama had been in-
jured. The report caused the Dow Jones
industrial average to plung more than
128 points in seconds after the report. It
recovered just as quickly when the report
was found to be false.

Following the hack attack, the Asso-
ciated Press’ verified Twitter account
posted “an erroneous tweet.” Moments
later the @AP Twitter account — with
nearly two million followers — was
suspended. Though the false Tweet dis-
appeared, the false message continued
to exist on the service in over 4,000
retweets.

GOP Website Targets
‘Corzine Dems’ on Tax Cut

The Republican State Committee has
launched a website,
CorzineDemocrats.com, that includes a
countdown clock to count “the days that
Corzine Democrats have blocked a tax
cut for New Jersey’s middle and working
class families,” according to a Star-Led-
ger report.

The clock is just below a photo of
Corzine standing with state Sen. Barbara
Buono (D-18, Metuchen), Gov. Chris
Christie’s likely Democratic opponent,
and state Sen. Nelli Pou (D-35, Pater-
son).

“With New Jersey families among the
most overtaxed in the nation, only the
Corzine Democrats in Trenton would
block bipartisan efforts to cut taxes for
our state’s middle- and working-class
families,” Ben Sparks, a spokesman for
the Republican State Committee, said in

a statement. “The NJGOP will be keep-
ing count and making it crystal clear to
New Jersey families of every day, hour,
minute, and second that Corzine Demo-
crats are denying them the tax cut they
deserve.”

Wyndham to Takeover
Trenton Marriott Hotel

A subcommittee of the Lafayette Yard
Community Development Corp., the non-
profit entity that oversees the Trenton-
owned Marriott Hotel, has voted to rec-
ommend that the hotel be re-branded as a
Wyndham Hotel after Marriott and the
current management company, The
Waterford Hotel Group,  said they would
not renew their contract when the fran-
chise agreement ends in June, The Times
of Trenton has reported.

Marriott had struggled to turn a profit
on the 197-room hotel where the occu-
pancy is typically just more than 50 per-
cent. The public board estimated it will
cost $3 million to transition the hotel
from a Marriott to a Wyndham.

State Releases List of
College Capital Projects

 Governor Chris Christie has an-
nounced that Secretary of Higher Educa-
tion Rochelle Hendricks has sent the state
Legislature a list of 176 higher education
capital construction projects, the first
concerted contribution to New Jersey’s
higher education infrastructure in de-
cades. The projects, many of which are
shovel-ready, include cutting edge re-
search laboratories, the latest computer-
ized classrooms, and cyber networks that
will allow students and faculty to interact
with colleagues around the world.

“Today, we begin a new era of oppor-
tunity for New Jersey’s colleges and uni-
versities,” Governor Christie said. “To
keep more of our best students in the state
and to make our colleges more attractive
research partners for industries looking
to bring good paying jobs and businesses
here, we need modern facilities to remain
competitive.”

Last August, the Governor signed leg-
islation placing a $750 million General
Obligation construction bond question
on the ballot. Voters approved the bond
authorization in November.

“We had 46 institutions submit appli-
cations for $2.1 billion in funding, and I
want to commend the higher education
community for the impressive quality of
the applications,” Secretary Hendricks
said.

The proposed awards include: $53.8
million for Kean University, $1.4 million
for Union County College, $357.2 mil-
lion for Rutgers University, $99.8 mil-
lion for the New Jersey Institute of Tech-
nology (NJIT), and $67 million for the
University of Medicine and Dentistry of
New Jersey (UMDNJ).

See More
Government News
On Pages 19 & 20

EARTH DAY CLEANUP…Westfield Mayoral candidate Dave Haas got a little
help from his friends, Peter and Joseph Slingerland, when they participated in
Westfield’s celebration of Earth Day last Saturday. Hundreds of residents pitched
in to clean up nine parks and public spaces during the town-wide event. “As an
Eagle Scout myself, it was great to see the Cub Scouts and Webelos out in full force,
including Pack 171 from Wilson School. It’s an important lesson we teach our kids
to help take care of Mother Earth and the environment,” Mr. Haas said.


