Marshall Nelson, a 30-year veteran of the Scotch Plains Police Department, was welcomed as the new
Chief of Police on Tuesday night by
the largest crowd gathered for a Township Council meeting in many years.
Chief Nelson, who formally succeeds retiring Chief Thomas O’Brien
on Friday, was sworn into his new
position before a crowd of close to
200, including family, colleagues and
well-wishers from the community.
Before and after taking his oath,
Chief Nelson, the first African-American Police Chief in Scotch Plains, was
given two rousing ovations from the
audience, which filled all available
seats in the Council Chambers, lined
the walls and spilled into the hallways.
Union County Prosecutor Thomas
Manahan, commending township officials for “a wonderful choice,”
called Chief Nelson a “quiet, proud
and good man.”
In brief remarks, Chief Nelson
singled out a number of colleagues
and friends in the audience and
thanked his family for their support,
especially his mother “for sacrificing
to enable me to get an education.”
The four council members in attendance at the governing body’s
regular meeting also commended
Chief Nelson, as did Township Manager Thomas Atkins, Township Attorney Douglas Hansen and Township Clerk Barbara Riepe.
The Reverend Kelmo Porter, Pastor
of St. John’s Baptist Church of Scotch
Plains, also congratulated Chief Nelson
and expressed his belief that the new
Police Chief would lead a police force
dedicated to keeping residents from all
parts of Scotch Plains safe.
In other matters, the Township
Council approved an ordinance that
streamlines procedures for the renewal of special use permits by downtown merchants, which govern the
ability of restaurants to place tables
and chairs on the sidewalk or stores
to hold sidewalk sales.
The new regulation, said Councilman Guy Celentano, will make it
“easier for renewals of these applications” by cutting the cost and the
time involved.
At the start of its meeting, the
council recognized Julie Barber, who,
as Miss New Jersey, represented the
Garden State in the Miss America
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It appears that the Scotch Plains
Township Council will again be considering the adoption of an ordinance that could give local police
the right to enter a private residence
where underage persons are in possession of or consuming alcoholic
beverages.
During its agenda meeting on Tuesday night, the governing body revisited an issue it had heatedly debated
a year ago, with council members at
the time split on the propriety of
such a new law.
The proposed ordinance would
permit local police officers to enter a
private residence and take legal action if they witness the possession or
consumption of alcoholic beverages
by someone under 21 years of age.
Similar laws have been passed in
several New Jersey communities,
including a few located at the shore.
Township Attorney Douglas
Hansen told the council on Tuesday
night that he had written to 14 New
Jersey municipalities that have already adopted some form of an underage drinking ordinance to ascertain the law’s effectiveness, implementation and impact.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Municipal Alliance Committee (MAC),
a local group that works to prevent
substance abuse and has been pushing for enactment of an ordinance,
also wrote to the State Attorney General asking his opinion on such an
ordinance, although the Attorney
General declined to express any conclusions.
Mr. Hansen summarized the responses he had received from several towns, including Cranford, with
the overall gist being that while there
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The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School District has been reviewing
and implementing improvements in
school security over the past several
months in response to recent events
in the news.
The tragedy in Columbine, Colo.
and more recently, the terrorist attacks of September 11, as well as the
alleged assault of a Park Middle
School student, have heightened the
district’s awareness about the need
to provide a safer environment in the
schools.
According to the district’s Safety
Chairperson, Heidi Sweeney, the
Board of Education and the Parent
Teacher Associations (PTA) of each
school have been engaging in discussions and a thorough evaluation
of all of the district’s facilities in
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pleased to give these awards each
year to recognize them for their efforts,” he said.
In the first of the Shield Award
presentations, Scotch Plains Police
Chief Thomas O’Brien recognized
Officers Paul Belford and Dennis
Murphy for their successful apprehension last April of a man who had
entered a Plainfield apartment and
terrorized a family there.
The two officers had pursued the
suspect, whom they believed was
driving a stolen landscaping vehicle,
from Scotch Plains into Plainfield.
“They have no qualms about risking their lives and I’m proud of them,”
said Chief O’Brien, adding that these
sentiments extended to the rest of his
department as well.
Robert Speth, President of the Scotch
Plains Volunteer Rescue Squad, presented Susan Baldani, a Trustee with
the squad, with a Shield Award in
recognition of her 10 years with the
organization, during which time she
has responded to more than 1,100 calls.
She is also currently in charge of orientation for new squad trainees.
From the Fanwood Police Department, Officers Russell Yeager and
Michael Schilling were honored for
having resuscitated a 72-year-old
man who suffered a heart attack at
the borough’s Sun Tavern restaurant
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Parents and teachers have also been
offering their suggestions at Board
of Education meetings, contributing
to the process of improving the secu-

Anthony Del Sordi,
Assistant Superintendent

“We are aware that there are
many different opinions as to
what level of security is necessary to safeguard our schools.
Our response, we believe is adequate, but not overly aggressive. It will be re-evaluated on a
frequent basis as the process
evolves.”

rity systems.
As a part of this process, the
district’s PTA Council has distributed a survey, to all parents, asking
them to indicate their school security
and safety concerns for each school
attended by their children.
The surveys included questions
regarding the security of the facilities, including the hallways, parking
lots, bathrooms and all other areas of
the buildings and grounds.
According to Ms. Sweeney, the
questionnaires also permit parents to
address any other safety issues, which
may be of concern to them, such as
the social atmosphere of the schools
and how it affects the psychological
well-being of students.
“We are examining all areas relating to school safety, including the
emotional and social well-being of
the students in the school environment,” Ms. Sweeney remarked.
The surveys include questions that
relate to disruptive students and conflict resolution, because, Ms.
Sweeney said, “It is also important to
create a positive and healthy learning environment in the schools.”
The surveys were sent home with
each student in January and the deadline for returning the surveys was
February 15 although, some surveys
that are coming in late are still being
included in the final tabulations.
Ms. Sweeney also reported that
the number of surveys that were returned from parents in each school
was very variable, with some elementary schools having received as
few as 10 surveys, while other schools
had a return of over 200 surveys.
The PTA is still hoping that more
parents will fill out the surveys and
return them before the process of
tabulation and summarizing begins,
sometime in the next few weeks.
Each school’s PTA President,
Safety Coordinator, and Principal will
participate in evaluating the surveys
and summarizing the results for each
school.
“We hope to have all of the results
tabulated and summarized into individual reports for each school by the
end of next month,” Ms. Sweeney
said. The PTA Council will then
compile all of the results together
and present one report to the Board
of Education.
Additionally, the results for each
school will be published in the individual PTAs newsletters for parents
to review.
The PTA Council also has plans to

order to assess each school’s individual security and safety needs.

Suzette F. Stalker for The Times

Board of Education election campaigns are underway as several incumbents and new candidates have
filed petitions to fill the available
seats in Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Mountainside.
This year, in Westfield, there are
four candidates vying for three available seats.
Board President Arlene Gardner will
be running for her third term on the
board. A resident of Westfield for 18
years, Mrs. Gardner has a daughter in
12th grade and a son in 10th grade.
This year marked Mrs. Gardner’s first
year serving as President, after having
served two years as Vice President.
Mrs. Gardner is Director of the Center for Civic and Law Related Education and is a non-practicing attorney.
Westfield Board of Education candidate, William Ziff, a Westfield resident since 1994 is an Attorney, who
has served on the town’s Planning
Board for the past two years. He has
a son in second grade in Washington
Elementary School.
Mr. Ziff has also served on the Historic Tree Preservation Committee and
on the Westfield Neighborhood Council since 2000. He is currently the Vice
Chair of the New Jersey Supreme Court
Ethics Committee for District 12. The
candidate holds a Master’s Degree in
Urban Studies.
Another new candidate, Alice
Hunnicutt, an 18-year resident of
Westfield, has five children, two of
which have graduated and three children are still attendingWestfield schools.
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tive on the district-wide Parent
Teacher Association (PTA) Council
and has served on several PTA committees. She is also a consultant for
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said Mr. Manahan, who personally met with the victim and her
parents prior to the plea and had
members of the Juvenile Justice
Unit and the Victim Witness Advocacy Unit keeping the family
informed with the progress of the
case.
“They are appreciative of the
efforts of law enforcement and
they support the sentencing recommendations we are seeking,”
he added.
The teenager, who was represented by attorney Joseph
Spagnoli, appeared before Superior Court Judge Rudolph N.
Hawkins, Jr. on Tuesday afternoon.
He agreed to the adult prosecution
and to a state prison term of five
years, with no hope of parole until
he is at least 20 years of age.
In exchange for his cooperation
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A 16-year-old Scotch Plains teenager stood in adult court on Tuesday and said he was part of the
group of students who sexually
assaulted a 13-year-old girl in a dry
creek bed near Park Avenue after
school on January 2.
Faced with a motion to transfer
his case from juvenile court, where
the penalties are far less severe,
Manuel Batista voluntarily agreed
to plead guilty as an adult. He pled
guilty to first degree aggravated
sexual assault with an agreement
that will require him to give complete and truthful testimony against
his four juvenile codefendants in
any subsequent court proceedings,
said Union County Prosecutor Thomas V. Manahan.
“Today we begin to fulfill our
vow for a swift and certain prosecution in a violent crime case that
victimized an entire community,”

Teen Pleads Guilty to Alleged
Assault and Agrees to Testify

Mrs. Hunnicutt is employed by the
State-Wide Parent Advocacy Network (SPAN), which distributes information to parents on issues related to education. She has been ac-

Races for School Board Seats Begin
In Westfield, SP-F, Mountainside

for the service they have given not just
to their hometowns but to those who
needed their help following the tragic
events of September 11.
Noting how the term “heroes” is
often ascribed to Super Bowl or
Olympic champions, Mayor Marks
said America’s recent tragedy has
given people a whole new perspective on the meaning of the word.
“Now, more than ever, considering everything that has happened
over the past few months, we are
getting a greater appreciation of what
a hero really is,” he told Knights
members, award recipients and others gathered for last week’s ceremony.
“We have a new appreciation of
the courage of people in the service
of others,” concurred Mayor Jung.
Grand Knight Patrick Harrington,
who was at a business meeting on the
51st floor of Tower One of the World
Trade Center when it was struck by a
hijacked airplane, recalled seeing
firefighters ascending the building’s
interior bearing some 100 pounds of
gear as he and others made their way
down.
He proffered that people do not
fully appreciate the role emergency
response units play until a tragedy of
such magnitude occurs.
“We are very, very grateful to the
police, fire and rescue departments
in each of our towns and we are very

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

ALL-AROUND VOLUNTEER…Thomas Kranz, Vice President of the Fanwood
Volunteer Rescue Squad, left, is honored with a Shield Award last Thursday by
squad President Edward Sargent, during a special ceremony held each year by
the local Knights of Columbus. The program honors police, fire and rescue
squad personnel from Scotch Plains and Fanwood for exceptional job performance during the previous year.

Suzette F. Stalker for The Times

DECADE OF SERVICE…Robert Speth, President of the Scotch Plains Volunteer Rescue Squad, presents a Shield Award to Susan Baldani, a Trustee and 10year member of the squad, during the annual Awards Night program sponsored
by Father John S. Nelligan Council No. 5730 of the Knights of Columbus last
Thursday. The event took place at St. Bartholomew Interparochial School in
Scotch Plains.

A renewed appreciation for the courage and commitment displayed by
police and volunteer emergency service personnel resonated throughout
the Knights of Columbus’ Awards
Night 2002 program last Thursday at
St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Interparochial School in Scotch Plains.
An annual tribute now in its 26th
year, the program is presented by Father John S. Nelligan Council No.
5730, which represents Scotch Plains
and Fanwood. It lauds members of the
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two towns’police, fire and rescue squad
units for outstanding performance of
duty during the previous year.
Among the honored guests were
the Reverend Donald Hummel, Pastor of St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church, who offered a “Prayer for Peace and Justice” as a prelude to the presentation
of the Shield Awards.
Also on hand were Mayor Martin
Marks of Scotch Plains and Mayor
Louis Jung of Fanwood, each of whom
expressed gratitude to the local units

Knights of Columbus Present Annual Tribute
To Police, Fire, Rescue Units at Awards Night
By SUZETTE F. STALKER
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ALL SMILES…Daisy Troop No. 713 from Tamaques Elementary School in
Westfield recently created valentines for the residents at Clark Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center. The treats were delivered to the residents on February
12. Pictured, left to right, are: Ashley Abbott, Angie Petrillo, and Angela Dorry.

OUR 44TH YEAR – ISSUE NO. 09-44

Old Man Winter Brings March Winds

